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IE LARGEST CLASS
State AgriculturalSchool Sends Out

63 Graduates.

THE COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

Salutatory by Elisabeth Blery of
Cheney, Valedictory by L,nther

Sheldon of Payneaville.

The commencement exercises at the
State School of Agriculture this afternoon
were significant \u25a0 in two particulars—one
that the interest shown was greater than
ever before, and the other that the class
graduated, sixty-three in number, was the
largest in the history of the institution.

The attendance at the school this year
is far greater than ever before, and this,
added to the unusual interest on the part
of friends from afar, made the audience
a large and representative one.

Prayer was offered by the Rev. E. S.
Pressey, after music by Danz's or-
chestra, which played throughout the pro-
gram.

MiM Elizabeth Anna Biery of Cheney
vas salutatorian of the day. Greetings of
welcome were extended to the board of
regents, the faculty of the school, the
\u25a0students an,l their friends. She said that
according to the old superstition, this was
to be an unfortunate class, for among
other peculiarities of figures, it was the
thirteenth class, ami there were thirteen
young ladies in it, but with their science
they were going to destroy the supersti-
tion. She called attention to Raskin's
\u25a0words that ihf> greatest thing a human
soul ever does in this world is to see
something and tell what it saw in a plain
way. and from this she pointed out the
great value of seeing things, not neces-
sarily understanding everything that
everybody else has understood about
them, but seeing in them their inner
meaning. If the stars were to shine but
once in a century, man would gaze and
wonder at their beauty, but they shine
every night upon the whole universe ami

MR SHELDON", VALEDICTORIAN.
we scarcely look at them. She spoke
earnestly of the importance of a knowl-
edge of nature as well as books, and said
that no more excellent opportunity for
studying nature was presented than that
of the farm. All literature, classical,
sacred and modern, was filled with refer-
ence to the plants, the animals and the
experiences of country life. She closed
with renewed welcomes, and with a salute
to the members of the junior class.

Two Interesting Papers.

Two exceedingly interesting papers were
given, one of them, "A Plan for the Home
Farm." by Miss Blanche Alice Strunk of
Faribault, the other. "A Plan for the
Home Grounds." by Miss Mabel C. Palmer
of Como. Wis. The two papers were
illustrated by sketches displayed on an
easel, showing model plans for the farm
and farm buildings, particularly the home.
The papers were practical as well as in-
teresting, and were particularly note-
vcrthy coming from young women. Each
one of them, it is understood, is interested
in farming in a thoroughly practical way,
each now, or 10 be in the future, a pro-
prietor in her own right.

Miss Palmer gave a charming descrip-
tion of the ideal farm grounds, such as
might be enjoyed upon any farm whe-e
there is interest enough to lay out ai d.

MISS BIKRT, SALUTATORIAN.

maintain them. She noted the fart that
such plans could not be worked out in a
year, nor in five years, but even if it took
ten. thirty, forty years—a life time, in
fact, there would always be a delight in
the work. Have a plan first, and then
plant, not plant and then plan, was the
better way. ]n her paper she gave many
useful hints on the preparation and main-
tenance of the grounds. One significant
sentence, which is the key note to some of
the world's greatest landscape gardening
effects, was this:

"We cannot always make things just
as we wish them at once, but we can do
a good deal to hide that which is not
beautiful."

The paper abounded in sensible sugges-
tions, as did the one by Miss Strunk. The
latter noted one important mistake the
majority of people make, in not making
the best possible use of the things over
which they have control. Until men have
a right idea of what an ideal farm ought
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to be, there will be no ideal farms. "No
home should be built or furnished in such
a way that one part or room is too good
for the family and never opened except
when there is company. It is this one
thing, the keeping of the best for company,
that tends to drive our young people from
the farms. Let us give the whole house
to the family, for use, furnishing it with
plenty of good books, the best periodicals
that are published, and, if there is any
taste for music, do not neglect to culti-
vate it."

The charts or sketches shown by these
two youTig ladles were their own creation.
They had made all the plans, both for
the farm's rotation, the grounds, and 80
on.

Mr. <'nttlns'a Paper.

"Practical Science in Agriculture" was
the subject considered by Fred Everstine
Cutting of Byron. He referred at the out-
set to the prejudice which has existed
against scientific farming,people believing
in the past that the only way to succeed
la farming was to use the same methods
which their fathers had used and to do
everything just as it always had been done.
But to-day people were beginning to real-
ize that science has a place in agriculture,
and that many of the old methods of farm-
ing should be changed. In every depart-
ment of farming scientific knowl-
edge of agriculture was heeded.
Instances were given showing how thi3
knowledge may be applied in helping the
farmer. Farmers often allow some objec-
tionable feature to hinder them from, mak-
ing use of a desirable thing, when the dif-
ficulty could be easily overcome in case
they understood some of the scientific laws.
For example, the speaker cited the cotton-
wood tree, very desirable to plant because
of its rapid growth, but very disagreeable
because of its shedding of cotton. When
the farmer learns that the pistillate flow-
ers are on one tree and the stamlnate on
another and that only the pistillate tree 3
shed cotton, cuttings can be planted from
the staminate alone and thus avoid the
nuisance.

"Agricultural Geology."

Herbert Benjamin Ingalls of Blooming
Prairie, spoke on an interesting topic:
"Agricultural Geology." While to the av-
erage farmer the study of geology should
be one of vital interest it seemed generally
a matter of indifference. Agricultural
geology deals with the history of the soil,
the rocks from which the soils have been
derived, and the agencies which have as-
sisted in their formation and distribution.
In a very entertaining manner the speaker
showed how it is that the farmer is, or
should be, interested in this branch of ag-
ricultural science, calling attention to thepractical value of knowledge on the sub-
ject in determining how to utilize the soil
to the best end. The best mixture of
geological materials for soils was noted
and other points of interest referred to.
The point was made clear that a farmer
does not necessarily need to know all there
is to be known about such a science to be
able to estimate the fertility of a soil any
more than extensive knowledge in other
lines is necessary to decide whether a tree
is an oak or a maple. Instances were given
showing how a fundamental, even, if not
exhaustive, knowledge of this science is
aidful to the farmer.

The farmer begins his work where
nature leaves off. if he understands
nature, he is able to obtain abundant
crops, at the same time adding to the
fertility of the soil rather than depleting
it. To the man who understands the
materials (hat he has to work with and
the possibilities before him. labor, how-
ever rude, is not mere drudgery, but be-comes a joy, as it develops the intellec-
tual as well as the physical man.

"Diversified Farming."

One of the much-discussed topics of
modern farm life, "diversified farming,"
was considered by Arthur Dow Grant of
Faribault. Attention was called to the
fact that there had been a great decline
in the productive value of the soil in
various parts of the country, on farms j
which were run down and exhausted, the
cultivation of them affording little or no
actual profit. The first settlers found
rich deposits of plant food ready for im-
mediate use. The land yielded abundant-
ly and the tiller never thought of fertiliz-
ers or cared for scientific methods of cul-
tivation. The farmers of Minnesota, how-
ever, are beginning to learn that they
cannot raise and market wheat and burn
the straw continually without adding'
some plant food to the soil. Diversified
farming was not simply an .array of the '
different crops but a systematic "rotationso arranged that each crop will propare
the soil for tho next. The first thing to
be done in planning a rbtati6h. after de-
ciding in a general way on the broad lines
of the business, is to make a plan of the
farm, dividing it into one or more s%£s
of fields, with a.map and tabulated state-
ment of the crops grown on each field
each year. One of the most important ad-
vantages of crop rotation was in keeping
up the amount of nitrogen in the soil.
The soil water must also be used to the
best advantages-^-it will not do to raise
crops continually that remove large quan-
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tities of water. It requires from 300 to
500 tons of water to produce an acre of
wheat or corn or other leafy crop, while
meadow and pasture lands require much
less. Many weeds are also kept at bay
by rotation, and often, injurious insects.

It was argued, also, that diversified
farming tends to develop and strengthen
a better type of home life than that
which is found on the farms where men
labor hard for a few months from sun
to sun and are left for the rest of the
year to find employment as best they
may.

Mr. Sheldon'.* Valedictory.
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The valedictorian of the day was Mer-
ton Luther Sheldon of Paynesville. Mr.
Sheldon had chosen for the main topic

of his address "Influence," the bringing

about of an effect by a gradual process.
Something of this power could be seen in
the changes which time and nature carry
on—the difference between the redwood
trees of California and the stunted willow
of the north, between the cactus and the
\u25a0water lily,between the draft horse and
the Shetland pony—this- difference is due
to. nothing save the working of thlft
gradual process. Some of the strongest
forces carry on their work silently. Man's
mind, the greatest human factor in the
world—has anyone seen this mind, is
the physical supreme to it? The butcher
becomes inhuman, unkind and rough jn

his dealings with dump animals because
it is his work to kill. The speaker showed
the influences which surround the farmer
to help in the moulding of character. One
who handles horses notes the quickness
with which they learn the confidence and
trust they put in man In the training
of the young colt life, for instance, the
farmer learns of its dependence, the acute
nature of its affection and obedience, and
of characteristics the opposite of these.
The influence of the great minds of mod-
ern history was noted.

President Xorthrop of the university
conferred the diplomas on the sixty-three
graduates of the school at the conclusion
of the valedictorian's address and the
benediction was pronounced by the Rev.
W. C. Sage.

The list of members of the graduating
class has previously been published Jn
The Journal.

The Alumni Bmtqnetv

CLUBROOMS^ OPENED
Mm lieu polls Musicians \sso.in t ion

Has a Good Time.
The Minneapolis Musicians' Association

opened its new headquarters and club-rooms in the Eastman block on Xicollet
avenue yesterday with a general jollifica-
tion. There was a steady throng of vis-
itors during the day; in the evening the
members held a short business session,
when the rooms were filled to overflowing.
At this meeting seven new applicants were
admitted to membership and a number of
other applications were referred to the
board of examiners for consideration. One
hundred of the keys to the headquarters
were disposed of to the members, the
greater portion of them being sold by auc-
tion; the bidding was spirited, single
keys bringing as high as $6 each. The as-
sociation realized a handsome sum there-
from, which will be used in beautifying
the place. This is the first permanent
headquarters ever established by the mu-
sicians of the northwest.

Tlirouuli Slff|tlnn- Car Service to
Ka 11 miis City via "The Milwaukee."

A standard flrst-clase sleeper for Kan-
sas City via C, M. & St. P. Ry's popular
Hedrick Route leaves Minneapolis 7:50 a.
m., St. Paul 8:00 a. m., daily and arrives
Kansas City 7:00 o'clock next morning.

The "Hedrick" is the most direct and
comfortable route from the Twin cities
to Kansas City, the South, Southwest and
California.

For full information regarding lowest
rates apply to C, M. & St. P. Ry. ticket
agents or address J. T. Conley, Ass't. Gen.
Pass. Agent, St. Paul, Minn.
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The Alumni association of the agricul-
tural school held Its annual banquet lasT
evening in the dining hall of the schooL
Governor and Mrs. Van Sant and Lieu-
tenant Governor Smith were present.
About 300 sat at the tables. Governor
Van Sant as toastmaster, introduced the
following toasts:

"Making a Choice," E. W. Major; "Our
Influence in Politics." J. A. Hummel;'
"Looking Out for the Unimportant (?),"
Willa Wilcox; "The Naughty Ones COl)/ 1

H. J. Wolner; "Quick Returns," A. j.
Glover: "The Survival of the Fittest"
Professor W. M. Hays.

Always avoid harsh purgative pills.
They first make you sick and then leave
you constipated. Carter's Little Liver
Pills regulate the bowels and make you
Well. Dose, one pill.
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