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A MERITORIOUS BILL

The house has passed a bill introduced
by Mr. Jackson of Ramsey county, mak-
ing it a felony, under certain defined cir-
cumstances, for a husband and father to
fail to provide proper food, clothing,
shelter and medical attendance for his
wife or children. The bill is now with
the senate, but notwithstanding its meri-
torious character the danger is that in
the pressure of business here at the
close of the session it may be overlooked
and fail of passage.

That would be a deplorable result. All
those who have to deal with destitute
families constantly come in contact with
most distressing cases where the suffer-
ing of women and children and often the
breaking up of families has been occa-
sioned by the miserable failure of the
*husband and father to provide for them
when he is able but unwilling, and we
have no law upon our statutes that is
adequate to compel him to do so. At pres-
ent it is only a misdemeanor and the de-
linquent father has only to get out of the
jurisdiction of the court and he can laugh
at all efforts to compel him to do his
duty. If this crime is made a felony he
can be brought back and punished or
compelled to do his duty. The bill pro-
vides that if he shall enter into bonds
to provide for his family, sentence may
be suspended during good behavior. It is
to' be hoped that the legislature will not
fail to pass this much-needed law. The
" state of Ohio has such a law and it has
been found very helpful as a preventa-
tive of desertion and neglect on the part
of such men.

The president of the United States does
not seem to know our university president
very well. Dr. Northrop is not one of the
“equally as -good” kind. He never asked
for an appointment on the Louisiana pur-
chase commission, and only consented to
taiie the place at the earnest solicltaugn
of people who knew he would reflect honor
and credit upon the state and nation in
that capacity, The appointment as dele-
gate to the international conference of
American states, while no doubt intended
as a compliment, looks too much like a
consolation prize for a man who doesn’t
need any consoling, and we hope he will
respectfully decline.

THE STATE LIBRARY WORK

The idea that there are some economies
that can be illy afforded is the root of the
old proverb of “penny wise and pound
foolish.”” There seems to be some danger
that some such unwise economy may be
adopted by the legislature in its treat-
ment of the library interests of the state.
Minnesota has but one provision for the
encouragement of public libraries and that
is a state library commission which acts
as expert advisor and assistant to towns
and villages that wish to establish libra-
ries and that supplies travelling libraries
for communities too small to support a
public library, or where such an institu-
tion has not yet taken root. It is not the
intention of the law nor the comm!ssion to
continue furnishing traveling libraries for
an indefinite time to towns large enough
to provide themselves with libraries, but
the traveling library in such a community
almost invariably proves a silent but ef-
fective missionary. It suggests a reading
room and this leads to reference books to
supplement the little collection of circulat-
ing books and the possession of a few
books quickly kindles the desire for a per-
mwanent library. In the small places it
will probably be found desirable and good
policy to continuve to supplement their own
efforts by the continuous loan!of small
collections of fresh books, as it is almost
impossible for the small libraries to keep
‘up to date without outside assistance.

The Minnesota State Library Commis-
slon was established two years ago and
started on its work with -an appropria-
tion of $5,000 a year for two years, With
this amount it has purchased over 5,000
books which are divided into collections of
fifty or twenty-five books, packed in sub-
stantial cases and sent all over the state.
A number of the applications already on
file cannot be filled and no effort has been
made to advertise the fact that such libra-
ries are to be had. Next fall will see an
increased demand for libraries and the
disappointment will be keen and the dis-
couragement of library zeal great, if these
cannot be supplied to a regsonable extent.

Tt is necessary to have a fair proportion
of fresh new books in the libraries al-
ready organized end the expense of re-
pairing is large, for book bindings in these
times are unsubstantial things, even on
the best class of books. The most popular
books after six months service nepd Te-
stitching and other repairs that cost
money, but then they are more able to
withstand hard service than new books.

The appropriation of $5,000 annually can
do little more than maintain the eficiency
of the work in its present scope, and the
$10,000 a year asked by the commission
and its friends would not provide for an
extravagant increase. The reduction to
$3,500 a year, proposed by the house ap-
propriation committee, will merely keep
the work alive until a more appreciative
legislature shall realize the value of the
work performed by this small expenditure
of public money.

It has probably not escaped public no-
tice that the solicitude for the city's in-
terest which is said to actuate the oppo-
sition to the reguests of the Wisconsin
Central in connection with its terminals
is displayed in e quarter from which we
have not been  accustomed to look for
manifestations of that kind.

A WHOLESOME SCARE

The manufacturers and operators of
nickel-in-the-slot gambling machines have
assumed that under the Ames regime that
kind of business could be carried on with-
out much regard for the law, and the town
has been overrun with them. Saloons& and,
in many cases, cigar stores and drug
stores, have been supplied with these de-
vices—in some instances against the wish
of the proprietors—and not only men with
plenty of money in their pockets to spend,
and whose folly would be visited solely
upon their own heads, but men of small
resources and boys have flocked around
these devices, making them exceedingly
profitable to somebody.

No attention has been paid to the mat-
ter by the police, although the newspapers
have reported the facts frequently. But
Saturday it was developed that even the
proprietors of these machines, and of the
places which permit them to operate, en-
tertain a degree of respect for law which
shows that the freedom with which this
business has been prosecuted has de-
-pende‘d upon the officers of the law en-
tirely. TUnder direction of the sheriff,
deputies visited a large number of places
Friday and Saturday, taking the names of
the proprietors where those machines
were found. This information, presum-
ably, was for the benefit of the grand
jury, and the activity of the sheriff’s dep-
uties resulted in a rapld cleaning out
of these slot;machines, not because any-
body had taken any action against them,
but merely through the fear of what the
grand jury might do.

These gambling devices are probably
more demoralizing and harmful than the
regular gambling rooms, because they are
at all times accessible to boys, and give
them their first lessons in the vice which
ruins many young men, causes them to
lose their positions, makes them unfit
for places of trust, and inflicts incalcu-
lable damage in very many ways.

Never mind about the ice man, but how
would you like to be the czar?

THE VENEZUELAN TROUBLE

Our government has done the proper
thing in recalling Minister Loomis from
Venezuela. It is right, also, in arrang-
ing for the portection of American citi-
zens from violence in the South American
republic. All talk of war with Venezuela
is absurd. We would present a pretty
spectacle intervening in behalf of some
Americans who claim to have concessions
from the Venezuelan government to mine
asphaltum in some asphaltum lakes in the
republic. It is a quarrel between con-
cessionaires, which should be settled by
the courts of Venezuela. Forcible inter-
ference on our part -would not help the
matter. The concessionaires would be
further than ever from asphalt mining
facilities.

The Venezuelan government is a very
unstable affair. President Castro has
succeeded in coming out on top after a
fierce struggle with two or three ambi-
tious swashbucklers. Under such tumul-
tuary conditions it has been a rather bad
time to get a Spanish-American govern-
ment to calmly consider an American
claim. Our consul has been badly treated
and American citizens with asphalt con-
cessions are aggrieved and there is rea-
son to believe that there is a screw loose
in their claims.

No doubt Venezuela is ungrateful for all
we have done in her behalf to have her
boundary line rectified as against the ex-
aggerated claims of Great Britain. It is
the habit of Spanish-American republics
to be ungrateful, and latterly, indeed,
they have been airing something which
looks very much like hatred of us. But
we are too big to quarrel with them.
By withdrawing Minister Loomis from
Venezuela the jovernment of Castro, if
it lasts long enough, will ccol down and
request resumption of diplomatic inter-
course and the asphaltum trouble will be
settled. The United States cannot un-
dertake to keep order in Venezuela or in
any other Spanish-American republie. It
can and will protect American citizens
and thelr.proﬁerty there, when they are
acting within the laws of Venezuela.

It would seem as if the vote on the
bill to increase the salary of the fire war-
den from $1,200 to $1,500 ought to be re-
considered. It failed of passage by one
vote, and it appears that Mr. Bush, who
was standing at the door of the' cloak room
when the vote was taken on the
bill, voted for it, but his reply failed to
be heard by the cler}; and his vote was not
recorded; and &o the entry shows the
bill as not having been passed, when as a
matter of fact it did receive a sufficient
number of votes to make it a law. The
fact is a decent salary never has been
paid to the fire warden, and this action of
the legislature, if it should bave the ef-
fect of decreasing the enthusiasm of the
warden and the efficiency of the depart-
ment, would produce a result as deplor-
able as it would be natural. General An-
drews has rendered important services to
the state, and has done a great deal to
minimize the destruction of timber and
other property by forest fires, The im-
portance of such fire protection, from the
money standpoint, entitles the officer
charged with this duty to more considera-
tion by the legislature than he has re-
ceived. As a matter of fact, protection
against forest fires should emnlist the in-
terest of the legislature as much, if not
more than protection of game, and yet the
appropriations for game protection are
very much more liberal than those for the

protection - of forests and other property
from fire. :

The Straight New

York boasts. a

strange little company of
Edge pecple whq are very im-
JAssociation practical in a business

sense. They are trying to

live up to the golden rule. The combine or

whatever you may call it is called by itself

“The Straight Edge Association.” It seems

to be a sort of co-operative commune. The
constitution and by-laws are as follows:

CONSTITUTION.

All things whatsoever ye would that men

should do to you, do ye even so to them.

BY-LAWS.
f;lrn—-’l‘hou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
se|

St;cond—ln honor preferring one another,

Third—Lay not up for yourself treasures
upon earth.

Fourth—1 am in the midst of you as he
that serveth,

Fifth—Take heed that ye do mnot your
righteousness before men to be seen of them.

Sixth—Whatsoever things are irue, honest,
just, pure, of good report, virtuous, pralise-
worthy, think on these things.

Sgventh—This  constitudon  and  by-laws
cannot be repealed or amended by any ma-
jority, however large or i~spectable; but
supplementary articles, consisient herewith,
may be adopted from time to time when
found to be expedient.

Under these strange and unaccustomed
principles they are trying to conduct a ba-
kery and printing office on Sixth avenue
and a farm at Staten island! Anybody may
join this ridiculous association who is will-
ing to lay aside his natural inclinations and
work.

Emerson once said that a man was just as
lazy as he dared to be. When he is working
for a crowd, or for an association, or for a
city, or for a nation, and not for himself,
he often dares to be infernally lazy. Then
things go wrong.

When Mary Anderson asked James Russell
Lowell if he had read a certain play of
Sardou he replied courageously: **No, ma-
dam; I cannot allow my mind to be dragged
through the gutter.” This is reprinted for
the satisfaction of those people who do not
read 100,000-edition novels because other peo-
ple do.

A few stock exchange “pikers” in New
York tried to throw down Mr. Keene, who
bad announced himself as ‘“‘an irresistible
bull.”” There was a short and sharp con-
test on the floor and Mr. Keene now has
pelts to sell,

They are threatening to kill J. P. Morgan
on the ground that he is,a king or emperor
without the name. There are some advan-
tages in $10 a week and walking to save car
fare. Nobody cares whether you are killed
or not.

The compressed air street cars in New
York have their ‘‘outs.” The conductor and
bassengers sometimes have to get out and
push an unwilling car up a grade. There is,
however, no extra charge for ‘‘exercise.’’

The Baltimore Herald says the mind can-
not grasp the idea of one million dollars.
We have noticed during a limited experience

that the mind grasps it more easily than the
hand.

Many bad Russians are anxious to blow
the “Little Father” about 800 feet into the
air. The trouble with this plan is that there
is another Little Father ready to step into his
boiler plate shoes.

Charlie Towne, who has not yet tumbled
to himself, charges the Americans with
treachery in capturing Aggy. Let us send
this brand of treachery to some of the other
generals,

The census makes 29,000,000 hogs in this
country, but some of them have since lost
their lives in recent catastrophes in the in-
tellectual center of Chicago.

Four Russian names went through a lino-
type in this office and the machinist worked
until 7:30 p. m. and got up at 5:20 a. m.
All right now.

Mr. Evarts once spoke of a lady as in the
advanced stages of elocution. That is no

great hardship provided her friends are
not cripples.

There is so much trouble everywhere else
abroad that the dust is slowly accumulating
on a fine stock of slightly shop worn coups
a’ etat kept on hand in France.

The failure of the president to appoint
President Northrop on the commission was
a sin both of omission and of commission.

The latest definition of newspaper enter-
prise is to know where Kansas will break
loose next and to have a reporter there.

Five inches of snow in Nebraska again. No
wonder emigration sets towards Minnesota
from the Great American Desert,

AMUSEMENTS

Foyer Chat.

“The Dairy Farm’ was portrayed in the
same excellent manner at the Metropolitan
last night as when seen here last September.
A more extended review of the production
will appear in this column to-morrow.

At the Metropolitan the first four nights
of next week the famous_artists, Louis James
and Kathryn Kidder, and a supporting com-
pany of fifty people, will be seen in a gor-
geous production of Shakspere’s fairy com-
edy, “A Midsummer Night's Dream.” While
there are many who are familiar with the
play from reading it, there are few who have
seen it performed. The difficulties of giving
it adequate stage representation are so great
that it is attempted at only rare intervals.
The present production is due to the enter-
prise of Messrs. Wagenhals and Kemper. To
the great majority of theater goers the forth-
coming production will be the happiest kind of
a surprise, for it will be so utterly differ-
ent from anything they have ever seen in a
theater.

The United States Marine band, which is
said to be the largest and best national band
in the world, will be heard in three con-
certs at the Lyceum theater on Friday and
Saturday of this week. Miss Amy ‘Whaley,
a2 young American beauty with a soprano
voice of great range and power, will be the
soloist. The sale of seats opens Wednesday
morning at the Lyceum.

“‘Because She Loved Him So,” which is
underlined for next week at the Bijou, is
without the slightest trace of impropriety.
The complications, although diverting, are
absolutely innocent, refreshingly so. It is
quite likely that the original comedy exhib-
ited some doubtful phases, but Mr. Gillette
has eliminated every objectionable feature
without enfeebling the comedy as a whole,
a feat usually beyond the skiil of adapters.
He has added many clever, original touches
since the crisp humor peculiar to all his
work is plainly in evidence.

THE ENEMY

Unschooled in Letters and in Arts unversed;
Ignorant of Empire; bounded in their view
By the lone billowing veldt where they up-

Erew
Amid great silences; a people nursed
Apart, and far-sown seed of them that erst
Not Alva’s sword could tame; now, blindly
hurled
Agoinst the march of the majestic world,
They fight and die with dauntless bosoms
curst.
Crazed, if you will; demented, not to yield
Ere all is reft! Yet, mad tho these may be,
They bhave striven as noblest Englishmen did
use
To strive for freedom; and no Briton he
‘Who to such valor in a desperate fleld
A knightly salutation can refuse.
—William Watson.

Would-Be ¢“Infidel” and “Traitor.”

Wendell Phillips.

““When I die I wish but two words written
on my tombstone—‘infidel’ and ‘traitor.” In-
fidel to a church that could be at peace in the
presence of sin, traltor to a government that
was a magnificent conspiracy against justice.””

The Great Religion.

Emerson.

I do not find that the age or country
makes the least difference; no, nor the
language the actors spoke, nor the religion
which they professed; whether Arab in the
d or French in the demy. I see
that ble men and conscientious inen all]
over the world were of one religion.
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THE OPPORTUNITY
THE MAN.
(Series under the direction of President An-

dnlaw' S. Draper of the University of Illi-
nois.

AND

VIL—-HUGH CHISHOLM

Of the men of Maine’who have acquired
great wealth through their own efforts there
is none with a career more interesting than
Hugh Chisholm. His name has come into
exceptional prominence of late through his
position as president of the .Internatiomal
Paper company, a corporation with $55,000,000
capital, which coctrols a very large propor-
tion of the product of all the paper pulp mills
in the United States.

Mr. Chishoim’s business career had its be-
ginning in 1860, when as a lad of 13 years he
secured a ‘“‘run’’ as a newsboy on a railway
train. From that modest beginning, handi-
capped by force of circumstances which had
deprived him of educational advantages, he
gradually developed into a successful mer-
chant, manufacturer; railroad builder, de-
veloper of water power and projector of in-
dustrial enterprises. When he left Maine two
years ago to reside in New York city and
there discharge the duties of president of the
great paper company, he was rated at the sec-
ond richeést man in the state,

He and Edison as Trainboys.

Mr. Chisholm was born at Niagara-on-the-
Lake, Canada, May 2, 1847. His parents were
natives of Inverness, Scotland. He became
a train newsboy b it was ry for
him to earn his own livelihood. His “‘run’
was between Detroit, Mich., and 'Toronto on
the Grand Trunk railway. At the Detroit end
of the route he soon formed the acquaintance
of a bright newsboy whose ‘“run’” was be-
tween that city and Port Huron. They be-
came fast friends. In their later years when-
ever these two ex-trainboys—Hugh Chisholm
and Thomas A. Edison—have chanced to meet
they have recalled with pleasure the days
when théy used to swap books and tales of
adventure in their moments of leisure in
Detroit,

Newsboys on the railways were then paid
by commission on sales, as is the case to-
day; but young Chisholm, having a keen eye
for business, as soon as he had accumulated
a few surplus dollars invested in a stock of
kis own. Thereafter his daily earnings were
four times as large as before. His next in-
vestment was in a course in bookkeeping and
penmanship in a business college in Toronto,
he taking the instruction on the weekday
evenings that he passed in that city and
studying at odd minutes on trains and at the
western terminus of his “‘run.”’

Building Up an Extensive Business.

He next branched out as a commission
agent, getting control of the news routes on
the Grand Trunk railway as far east as Port-
land, Me., and taking his brothers into part-
nership. The Chisholms continued to acquire
additional routes until ni 1866 they had con-
tracted to sell papers on trains from Chicago
to Portland and Halifax, and also in northern
New England, northern New York and far
up into Canala, as well as on steamboat
lines, their routes having an aggregate length
of more than 5,000 miles. Their force of
newsboys in that year had increased to 200.
The Chisholms inaugurated the use of uni-
forms by employes on railway trains, their
news agents being the first to wear brass but-
tons and regulation caps. The system of uni-
forming conductors and brakemen was soon
afterward adopted by the railroad companies.
Up to that time they had had no distinguish-
ing mark in their dress except & badge or let-
tered ribbon.

He Becomes a Publisher,

Hugh Chisholm early in his career selected
Portland as his place of residence and there
established the beadquarters of his business.
In 1876 he sold out his Canadian interests
and purchased the Interests of his brothers in
the New England states. Then in connection
with his news agency he established a pub-
lishing business, turning out for sale by his
own agents pieture albums, pamphlets, tour-
ists’ guides #nd souvenir publications de-
scriptive of sceépery along the principal lines

of rallway in the United States. These pub-
lications were largely handled by news agents
on all transportation lines. His last book
of importance was illustrative of the world's
fair at Chicago.

The name ‘‘Chisholm Bros.”” still appears
on the caps of the newsboys on all railway
trains in Maine, but Hugh Chisholm long ago
ceased to give his personal attention to the
distribution of newspapers. That branch. of
his business Is now under the management of
Adam P. Leighton, who has been associated
with Mr. Chisholm in business for about thir-
ty years.

Becomes Interested in Wood Fiber.

In the latter part of the seventies Mr. Chis-
holm became interested in an invention of a
Portland man, it being a wooden lamp with
a tin font, After experimenting for a time
with the manufacture of this lamp from wood
which was turned with a lathe, he conceived

—
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the idea of fashioning the lamp from chemi-

cally prepared wood pulp. In working out
this plan the durability of indurated fiber
vessels was discovered. At the experimental
factory in Portland some sample pails, tubs
and other vessels were fashioned from wood
fiber, and the enterprise gave promise of
great success. Then he established a factory
for making indurated fiber ware in the town
of Fairfleld, but just as the business was
emerging from the experimental stage the
Fairfleld factory was burned and Mr. Chis-
holm met with a severe financial loss. How-
ever, in company with some other Maine cap-
italists he established a fiber ware plant at
North Gorham, fifteen miles from Portland,
but the cost of building and equipping the
factory and developing the water power was
so great that Mr. Chisholm became discour-
aged and sold out his interest in the enter-
prise, The business turned out to be a pay-
ing venture,

As a Manufacturer of Wood Pulp.

About this time Mr. Chisholm, in econse-

quence of the knowledge that he had acquired
in manufacturing indurated fiber ware, be-
came interested in the wood pulp and paper
Industry. With others he organized the Som-
erset. Fiber company, which established a
$200,000 pulp mill on the Kennebec river at
Fairfield. He is still a director in this com-
pany. In 1881 he established at Livermore
Falls, on the Androscoggin river, the*Umba-
gog pulp mill, which cost $200,000, He was
made president and general manager of the
company. He was also the organizer, treas-
urer, manager and chief stockholder in the
Otis Falls Pulp company. This corporation
was capitalized at $700,000. Its plant on the
Androscoggin was at the time of its construc-
tion one of the largest in the United States,
its dally output'being about eighty tons of
paper such as is used in printing newspapers.

Developing a Great Water Power.

Appreciating the value of the undeveloped

HISHOLM.

'water power on the Androscoggin river at
Rumford Falls, Mr. Chisholm in 1892, in com-
pany with Charles D. Brown. of Boston and
Waldo Pettengill of Rumford, began quietly
to buy tracts of land in that vicinity. Rum-
ford Falls was then an insignificant country
village, and before the townspeople discov-
ered what Mr. Chisholm was ‘‘driving at’’ he
and his associates had purchased, at practi-
cally their own price, extensive tracts of for-
est on either side of the river. The Andros-
coggin at that place has a total fall of 185
feet in less than a mile, furnishing the year,
round 2 minimum of 42,000 horse-power.

In the nine years that have passed since
Mr. Chisholm and his associates made those
purchases of wild land Rumford Falls has
developed into one of the most important
manufacturing towns in Maine. The census
of 1900 credited the town with 898 residents;
the population as shown by the last census
is 3,770. .

Transforming Rumford Falls,

Mr. Chisholm and his associates first organ-

¥
ized the Rumford Falls Power company,
which corporation he was made treasurer and
manager. Dams were built, a system of canals
was laid and other preparations were begun
to harness the gigantic water power. Capital-
ists from other states speedily became inter-
ested In this great source of power, and soom
two big pulp manufacturing plants were in
process of construction. The Rumford Falls
& Buckfield railroad was then belng operated
only between Mechanic Falls and Canton, and
its projectors saw no prospect of ever extend-
ing the line or getting the road on a paying
basis. Mr. Chisholm purchased the road and
its limited equipment, organized* a new cor-
poration—the Portland & Rumford Falls Rail-
road company—built a new roadbed, extended
toe line at both ends—from Canton to Rum-
ford Falls and from Mechanic Falls to Au-
burn., The line was equipped with modern
steel bridges and first-class rolling stock.
Being principal owner of the road, Mr. Chis-

holm became president and general manager
of the company,

The Rumford Falls Paper company built
the first pulp and paper mill in the new vil-
lage, and then the Rumford Falls Sulphide
company established a large plant there, Mr.
Chisholm being. elected treasurer and a di-
rector of the corporation. He was one of the
incorporators of the Rumford Falls Woolen
company, the Rumford Falls Light and Wa-
ter company and the Rumford Falls Trust
company, in all of which he has since re-
mained a director, The plant of the Oxford
Paper company, now nearing completion, is
to be the largest book-paper manufactory in
the United States. Its cost is saild to be
$1,500,000. In the vicinity of these big paper
mills have been erected lumber mills and
other smaller Industries,

Organizing the Paper Trust,

Three years ago Mr. Chisholm was infli-
ential in bringing about the organization of
the International Paper company. William
A. Russell, one of the foremost paper manu-
facturers of Massachusetts, was also promi-
nent in the project. The corporation, capi-
talized at $55,000,000, made short work of
gathering into its fold most of the paper
and pulp mills in New England. Mr. Russell
was elected president and Mr. Chisholm vice-
president of the company. Upon the death
of President Russell the Maine paper manu-
facturer was promoted to the presidency,
with its salary of $50,000 a year. His elecr-
tion to that office necessitated his removal to
New York, but he has retained his home in
State street, Portland, and his family passes
the summer months there,

His Capaeity for Hard Work,

Ever since his boyhood Mr. Chisholm has
been an indefatigable worker. Even after he
had accumulated great wealth he continued
to give to his business fourteen to sixteen
hours a day.

Speaking of his energetic qualities, a busi-
ness associate of his said: “He can work
more hours at a stretch and keep it up more
days in succession than any other man I ever
knew.”’

Mr. Chisholm has a fine face, a clear com-
plexion, white hair, piercing eyes and a firm
mouth. - His carriage is erect, his voice clear
and strong. He is strictly temperate in his
habits and he has a constitution of iron. He
cares nothing for sports except horseback
riding. He has traveled extensively in this
country and abroad. In 1872 he married Miss
Henrietta Mason, daughter of a prominent
resident of Portland. They have a son, now
13 years of age.

Mastery of Business Details,

The bookkeeping course which Mr. Chis-
holm paid for with his first earnings as a
newsboy has been worth the money. He fis
a thorough accountant, and while connected
with the management of his numerous enter-
prises in Maine he kept in close touch with
the bookkeepers, all of whom learned that
no error could escape his notice. His knowi-
edge of mechanics, acquired solely through
his connection with the building of canals,
dams, mills and railroads, has proved of
great benefit to him and the corporations he
represents.

Cemmirgetr
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BUREAU OF THE JOURNAL,
No. 21 Park Row.
The Underground Trolley.

April 1.—Second only in importance, in the
local transportation problem, to the con-
struction of {he rapid transit subway, is the
coming change in motive power from cable
to electricity on the Broadway system. This
move will be completed by the Metropolitan
Street Rallway company within a few weeks,
and the cable cars will follow the fate of
the old horse cars, which they succeeded
for a comparatively short time. The change
is scheduled to take place some time during
the month of April, and for over a year the
Metropolitan company has been working to-
ward this end. Tracks have been torn up,
new conduits constructed, work completed
for the change in power and the streets re-
laid. A monstrous power house, the largest
in the world, combining the strength of 75,000
horses under one roof, is being rapidly
brought to completion; cars have been built,
and shortly President Vreeland of the com-
pany will announce the date on which the
change of power will be made. It is a change
involving an expenditure of millions of dol-
lars, but it will obviate serious blocks which
now exist on the cable road, and will in

the Jong run safe its cost in repair bills.
The building of underground trolley lines
is far more expensive than for the lines where
the wires are strung overhead. This latter
system is not permitted on Manhattan island.

Three Hundred Million Passengers.

When the Broadway and connecting lines
become an underground trolley system there
will not be an important line in the city
operated by any other power. The combined
roads of these boroughs have an annual car
mileage of forty-six’ million, and carry three
hundred million passengers each year. When
it is understood that hundreds of cars are
running during the day on six to ten seconds
headway, the tremendous amount of worK
to be performed by this one power house
can be the better understood. The new
power house, with its 75,000 horse power, will
be greater than the capacity of any four
power houses for traction purposes
in the countiry. Even the  Brook-
lyn Rapid Transit power house has a capa-
city of only 15,000 horse power. Three hun-
dred thousand dollars will be spent on the
new plant, which will contain eleven gener-
ators, together with eleven vertical Corliss
engines, each -being more powerful than

those in use at the Niagara Falls power
station. A small coal mine will be used every
day to supply the plant,

Ghosts of Wall Street.

Wall street is haunted by ghosts. Many of
them hang about the vicinity of the stock
exchange’ and creep in and out of the bro-
kerage offices that abound thereabouts. They
are not the creepy shapes that affright the
imaginations of youngsters and drive juve-
nile heads under the covers on dark nights,
but the tangible reminiscences of former
successes in the street. When a plunger
falls so hard that the ‘collision knocks the
breath entirely out of his body he becomes
a ‘‘ghost,” In the parlance of the money
quarter. Although stricken beyond hope of
financial recovery the unfortunate specu-
lator finds it impossible to tear himself away
from the scenes of his former triumphs, and
he clings to the locality with a clutch only a
shade less tenacious than death. They are
pointed out to visitors as curiosities. A
wrong play, and they lost in pocket and
heart. A speculator may flatten financially
a dozen times and recover, but when his
heart turns he is gone, lost beyond redemp-
tion. Two glants of former days, trans-
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formed into ghosts, have died within the last
few days. They were Nathan Smith and
John Pondir, once famous as boid plungers.

A Wonderful Collection.

Some months ago the American Museum
of Natural History was presented with a
collection of minerals formerly owned by
Clarence S. Bement of Philadelphia. This
collection is rated as the finest in the world
excepting only the one in the possession of
the British museum, and possibly one im
Vienna, which is not regarded by scientists
as quite the equal of the Bement collection.
At the time the American Museum of Nai-
ural History received the gift, the name of
the donor was withheld. The collection was
purchased from the Bement estate at a cost
of about $200,000, and presented to the
museum, the sole condition being that the
name of the giver should be kept secret, It
has just become known that J. Pierpont Mor-
gan purchased the collection and gave it to
our museum to prevent it from being broken
up and sold to individuals or purchased as
a whole and taken out of the country. The
Bement collection consists of ten thousand
specimens of minerals, gathered without re-
gard to expense during a period of thirty-five
years. —N. N. A

THE RING WHO WAS A PAUPER. ® By Frances Wilson.

BY FRANCES WILSON.
Copyright, 1901, by Frances Wilson.
The king was in his counting-house, but he
was not counting out his inoney. He left
such details as that to the henchmen who sat
in the large outer office under the soft radi-
ance of green-shaded electric lights, adding
up columns in a perfunctory manner and
dreaming, to a man, of what they would do

if they were king.

A modest docr, upon the glass of which
was inscribed in small, neat letters *“‘Mr, Alls-
ton,” led into the king’'s private room, where
Turkish rugs _smothered the floor and leather-
ered chaira wére ranged along the wall. There
was also a low bookcase which contained such
invaluable biographical dictionaries as Brad-
street’s and Dun’s, to say nothing of Poor’s
Railroad Manual, Somebody’s Street Rail-
ways and a number of similar works, which
constituted the king's solid reading, though
he had once observed dryly that ‘‘they -con-
tain more fiction than you'd suppose from
the titles.

The king was sittivg at his desk, tracing
with a lead pencil crude equares and rectan-
gles on the pad before him. The buzz of
Wall street, softened to a gentle murmur by
the height, came in through the open win-
dows and a soft breeze fluttered the papers
on his desk and filled the room with its fresh-
ness, just to let him know that it was April.

The breeze was damp and cool, as If it had
blown across moist earthly places where the
violets were pushing upwards instead of
across acres of metal roof. It rumpled the
king's thick hair as nonchalantly as if he
had been a mere com , and h
set him to thinking of the queen.

He stopped makling squares and rectangles
and began to scraw! something on the pad
instead—something that would have made the
clerks in the outer office open their eyes and
stare in wonder could they have seen it, for
it was quite sentimental and had nothing
whatever to do with stocks and bonds,

“Oh, faint, deliclous springtime violet,

Thine odor, like a key,

Turns noiselessly in Memory’s wards
To let a thought of sorrow free.” .

Indeed, the king himself was aghast when
he looked at what he had written, and he
tore the sheet from the pad with a hurried,
guilty air and crumpled and crushed it into
a small wad before he threw it into the
waste basket. Then he took it out again and
tore it into small pieces—a precaution which
was entirely unnecessary, as no one had ever
been able to read more than two consecutive
words of the king’'s writing, and, besides, no
one in the world would have believed him
capable of writing poetry.

He went back to his squares and rectangles
again, his mind busy with the days before
his millions had made him a Serene High-
ness. In those days, he remembered, he and
the queen used to take long walks in the park
when he could get away from the office in
time. She called it their picture gallery, and
affected a fine scorn for the people who
gushed over their Corots, Millets or Rous-
seaus, but never gave a thought to the real
thing—the tender greens, the misty grays,
the last flush of sun in the western sky,
against which the trees stood out in velvety,
mysterious darkness. ‘“We get our beauty at
first hand,”” she was wont to say gayly, “‘in-
stead of on small pieces of canvas which reek
of man instead of God,”” and they had gone
their way through the soft April twilights or
sensuous summer dusks, in love with life
and the world.

But that was all very long ago! The king
gave a weary little sigh as he realized how
long. The queen—he liked to think of it
all as hers—had “one ‘of the finest private
galleries in America” now and she drove 'n
the park on spring afternoons rather bored
and dissillusioned, and certainly too busy
in bowing to the Ooccupants of other car-
riages to give much time to the beauty about
her. It no longer €ave her a thrill of de-
light to notice how the gray of the leafless
u:eeu sometimes melted into a pale amethyst.
Nor did it touch her with a subtle sadness to
watch the sunset through a network of bare

branches. It is only the poor who hav_e time
to appreciate Nature’'s free exhibitions.

Even kings have their bad quarter hours,
though you couldn’t make any of the clerks
in the outer office believe it. In this par-
ticular case, for instance, not one of them
divined that his majesty was sitting there in
his luxurious private room longing for the
old days, before he was king—living over
again the days when he and the queen were
first married—those exciting days when he
could scarcely get home fast enough in his
eagerness to tell her, perhaps, that the time
had come when she might afford the pale-
green carpet and mahogany furniture up-
holstered to match, which she had so long
coveted for her little drawing-room.

And the pink brocade hangings! The king
smiled reminiscently as he thought of them,
for they were a surprise. She never dresmed
that they had reached that point of affiuence
where they could afford them, and he had
decided to surprise her with them. He could
still see the shine in her eyes and the flush
on her cheeks when they came home! The
portrait painters should have done her then,
the king thought discontentedly.

Well, the queen had her carriage now, and
a retinue of servants and Paris gowns galore,
but none of these things had ever brought
the light to her eyes that had shone there
when the brocade hangings came home. Life
had given her all her wishes, and filched
from her—zest. It seemed rather tragic to
the poor king, at this moment, that the very
success to which she had been his chief
inspiration, had became the ocean upon
which they were drifting apart. Not inten-
tionally—heaven forbid that—but like two
ships when the cable that lashed them to-
gether has been sundered.

It was the price they paid for a lion's
share of the world’s money. There was some-
thing chummy and intimate about a six-room
apartment, with one maid, which a house of
—the king really did not know -how many
rooms—and a host of servants could not pos-
sibly attain.

Then it comes about naturally enough that
queens should breakfast in bed and that

kings have their clubs, and that both should
feel obliged to respcnd to the thousand and
one demands upon their time, until they
neglect each other from sheer wearipess. If
there had been boys and girls about the
great house, the king told himself with a sore
sense of desolation about his heart, things
might have been different.

He took out his watch.
o'clock.

‘‘Call up my house,”” was the brief com-
mand to the boy who appeared in response tg
his ring, ‘“And ask for Mrs, Alston.”

They would go for a walk in the park
once more—he and the queen—and revive the
old times, before they were rich and stupid.
And he would tell her—he felt as shy as a
boy at the thought—how the breeze had sud-
denly set him to thinking of her and the old
days, and he had found himself scrawling that
favorite verse of hers—did she remember?—
‘‘Oh, faint, delicious spring-time violet,” and

The tinkle of the telephone bell at his side
interrupted him. R

‘‘An engagement at five? Can't you breal
it?”" The king's voice was full of disappoint-
ment and appeal, and the queen, who stood
serene and beautiful at the other end of thae
wire, wondered languidly what was the mate
ter, “Very well. I may not be home fog
dinner. Sorry you couldn’t go,” and thg¢
king hung up the receiver with an odd sense
of loneliness and failure.

He pulled down his desk cover with a bang,
picked up his gloves and strode out, followed
by a dozen pairs of envious eyes. And all the
time he was asking himself bitterly what
it profits a man if he gain the whole werid
and lose the sweetest thing in life—the soul
to soul companionship which made the old
life dear.

“‘After all,”’ mused the assistant stenog-
rapher, as the click of the elevator door an-
nounced that he was really gonme, “I gome-
times imagine that the Kking isn’t quite
happy!"” and then she rested her tired 'head
upon her hand and tried to wonder what it
would be like to have plenty of money,

It was just 4

TIPS BY FLICKERTAIL EDITORS

Lamoure Chronicle—The plan of having a
central school in a township in place of
several has been tried in some gtates and the
results are very much in favoer of the exten-
sion of the system, so the schoo! officials re-
port. Pupils who live at a distance are car-
ried to school at public expense. It is claimed
that there is a financial saving, but the chief
point In its favor is the privilege for every
boy and girl to get more schooling at the
home school because of the lengthening of
the course of study in the central school.
The ,plan is worthy of consideration in this
state.

Gn.non Record—As the Minot Opt!(; went to
press last week the gentle chinook was toy-
ing with the *lilacs” of the fortunate settler

of the balmy valley of the
That’'s North Dakota for you, you 1
down in New York state who are syayingp e'?:e:
whiz'’ and blowing on your fingers.
Bismarck Tribune—Of the legislatures of
North and South Dakota and Montana, North
Dakota appears to hold the record for bills
passed, the number reaching over 200, South
Dakota passed about 200 and Montana only
seventy bills out of 400 introduced. The
senatoridl contest in that state is probably
responsible for the small number of new laws

murmuring Mouse.

—and in that the fight was possibly a good
thing.

Bismarck Settler—If Major Edwarde should
be at last “remembered” by the president
with a good eppeintment, all who know him
would say "‘Amen.” Even Tuttle, who is

going to Yurrip at the imminent peril of al-
lowing the western hemisphere to tip up,
seems willing for the major to get a job—
somewhere outside the state.

Fargo Forum—George S. Montgomery is re-
ceiver of the Red River Valley Mutral Haii
Insurance company of Wahpeton, by o:der of
the court and is suing a lot of note givers—
and worst still—getting judgments vn a lot
of farmers over the state—for notes given for
the premiums. If farmers would only spend
‘their time in refusing: to sign notes—it would
cost them less and 'be far better.

Fargo Forum—Senator Hansbrougn is for-
tunate that—the Grout oleomargarine bill—did
not come to a vote. .

‘Wahpeton Globe—It is evident that Senator/|
Hansbrough doesn’'t expect much republicay

assistance from Walsh county in his cam-
paign for re-election in the next legislature,
Oberon Reporter—North Dakota always
takey the lead. It not only gave the largest
republican majority last fall in proportion
to population, but it turns out that this
stafe has now the homeliest congressman in
th¢ great aggregation of statesmen in the
et itnsins oo
s C. S S
Hddy of Minnesota. - :

Only Fun.
Andrew Carnegie,

Business was never .g ‘burden to me,

never cost me a care. It was all fun to me.




