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PERFORMED GREAT SERVICE
Albert Lea Tribune.
The Minneapolis Journal has performed

great service for the people in advocating
and demanding healthy legislation during
the time since the present legislative ses-
sion began, and it did especially good work
iu favor of the gross earnings tax bill.

G1FTS RIGHTLY PLACED

The great increase of wealth in this
country has been accompanied by a strong
distributive tendency in noble benefac-
tions which stimulate the intellectual
forces, afford opportunities for education
and ripe culture and contradicts the
theory that the accumulation of riches
steels the hearts of the rich against phil-
anthropic impulses and begets a hard,
sordid selfishness.

Dr. D. K. Pearson of Chicago, at the age
of 82 can point to a wholesome record of
eleven years of relieving himself of ac-
cumulated wealth by endowing twenty-
five different educational institutions to
the extent of over $3,000,000. Like Car-
negie he does not believe in dying with a
big unused surplus left behind with an
interrogation mark alongside of it. The
disposition to unreef pursestrings in this
way is noticeably increasing in the
United States and rarely a day passes
without an announcement of some great
gift in the interest of culture and educa-
tion.

The New York Times publishes, from
the statistics of Rossiter Johnson, to ap-
pear in the forthcoming volume of Apple-
ton’s encyclopedia, a statement of gifts
made last year to nonsectarian institu-
tions of learning, to schools, libraries, col-
leges, academies, museums, art collec-
tions and similar objects, excluding de-
nominational contributions for educa-
tional, benevolent and religious purposes,
and state and municipal appropriations to
public and sectarian institutions and
grants of congress for measures of relief.
The aggregate of the gifts designated,
during the last eight years, was $314,-
050,000. Last year such gifts were valued
&t $47,500,000 and the year before they
were $62,750,000.

This is a very impressive exhibit, for
the figures represent donations of money
for meéntal culture and the promotion of
distinctly refining influences: The con-
tributions of 1899 were much larger than
those of last year, but it is gratifying to
know that last year there was a larger
mumber of donors. It is probable that
this year will show the largest aggregate
on record, for already the Carnegie do-
nations and minor ones since the begin-
ning of the year aggregate over $35,000,-
000, and the free hand with money ac-
cumulations is more active as the year
matures.

These donations for the promotion of
knowledge and culture have results which
never cease their beneficent working
through future generations. And the un-
selfish givers receive reflex good. Sadi,
the Persian, says:

Distribute the ‘tithes of your wealth, for
when the husbandman lops off the exuberant
branches from the vine, it produces an in-
crease of grapes.

Schools of the technical arts, of music
and painting and the sciences and libra-
ries, such as Mr. Carnegie is giving to the
city of New York for the use of the peo-
ple; such as Mr. Pratt gave to Baltimore,
and such as scores of thoughtful donors
have given to other communities, quicken
the intellectual aspirations of the peo-
ple, while gifts such as Mr. Gilfillan has
made recently to our own university—a
fund to aid poor boys and girls to get an
education—unlocks the door of oppor-
tunity to many to whom the splendid
equipment and superior facilities there
provided would otherwise be inaccessible
and of no service. 3

Opportunity for intellectual culture is
one of the great glories of this republic.
Throughout Europe no such private
beneficence toward educational founda-
tions exists as abounds in this country.
And this habit of placing surplus wealth
where it diffuses popular culture is be-
coming a concomitant of the increase of
the wealthy class. Certainly a fruitful
cause for congratulation.

It must have been jealousy, or spite,
or some other lovely quality which in-

~ duced'the Ploneer Press to try to make it

appear in the list of bounties granted
by the legislature that a Minneapolis
Journal reporter had been  favored
with $150. The bounty bestowed was not
upon a Mijnneapolis Journal reporter,
but upon an official of the house. No
Journal reporter, as such, received
any bounties from this legislature and
asked for mone, which is more than can
be said of the staff of the Plone'er.

The Filipino junta at Hong Kong seem
to have difficulty in keeping up with the
procession. They selected General Sandico
as Aguinaldo’s successor only to learn
that Sandico surrendered before Aguinaldo
did.

THE COURSE OF BUSINESS

The forecast of crop production in this
country could not easily be more promis-
ing. It does not follow always that good
prospects at-seeding time are maintained
until harvest, but there is no reason to
feel discouraged at this time; indeed,
everything pertaining to the foundation
of prosperity in the country is most fa-
vorable.

The government estimate is favorable
to a large yield of winter wheat and
conditions in the spring wheat section are
all that could be desired. On this basis
the indications are for a large yield of
wheat. If this is realized the price of
wheat may be affected unfavorably, but
this may not be altogether disadvantage-
ous. There may be developments that
will keep prices up regardless of the total
of production in this country.

A large yield of farm crops means a big
tonnage for the railroads and this is a
fact of importance to keep in mind. The
railroads of this country are distributing
millions of money for labor and through
the factories for rolling stock and through
the iron mills for rails. All that is need-
ed to keep up this expenditure and make
certain the spending of millions more in
this public distribution is a bountiful har-
vest. It is now promised.

In line with this general subject of
prosperity it is interesting to recall that
the farmer has prospered with all other
interests. He has sold his flax at a very
high price, in some instances paying for
his farm with the one crop; he has re-
ceived a good price for his wheat and he
has sold his corn at an advance of 10
cents over a year ago. His cattle have
been selling for high prices and if he has
been fortunate enough to have horses to
sell, he has realized handsomely on them.
There is genuine pleasure and satisfaction
in a prosperity that deals out good things
to everybody.

The investment markets have been
more quiet this week, but they have been,
on the whole, firm. There was a show-
ing of weakness the first of the week, but
this was favorable for all interests rather
than otherwise. Stocks were advancing
too fast. But even now they cannot be
held down. It is claimed that Mr. Hill
has virtually secured what he desired in
the Burlington connection, but details
have not been given out in a way that
satisfies ‘the public as to just what has
been done. The steel affairs are progress-
ing satisfactorily and the public has come
to believe that there is very much less
inflation in the property than was at first
supposed.

The legislature allowed the Laybourn
resolution to lie on the table instead of

expunging it from the records, as it ought'

to have done in justice to itself. That
resolution, lying on the table, is perhaps
a good thing for the men at whom
it was directed, since it stands as
a monument to their courage, and a re-
minder of the great service which they
rendered to the state. Something might
be said, perhaps, on the side of what it
signifies as to the author whose name is
attached to it, but perhaps that might
as well be left to the historian of the
future to comment upon. There can be
little doubt as to what he will say about it.

A MELIORIST

President Northrop of the state univer-
sity, in his recent address before the Chi-
cago Baptist Social Union on ““The Out-
look,” took occasion to say a number of
things in his own unmistakable English,
which may well be pondered by those pes-
simists who see ruin ahead for America.
Dr. Northrop did not ignore the serious
dangers that beset us, that beset any
free people. Take any tendency to evil
you please, he says, and let it run to its
legitimate consequences unaffected by op-
posing forces, and you can demonstrate
any amount of calamity as inevitable. But
the fact is, he reasons, there always are
opposing forces which interfere with the
full development of evil as well as good,
and, as a consequence, no theory which
does not take into account these opposing
forces can assign with certainty the ulti-
mate results. ;

This point needs special emphasis in
these days, that the thousands who ob-
serve the laws, live decently, enjoy to the
full the noble pleasures of happy family
life, who are sometimes slow to arouse
themselves when danger threatens, but
who can always be relied upon to do the
right thing in the right way when the
right time comes,—these thousands, in-
deed, these millions, attract no public
attention. They are not exploited. They
live the contented and yet sensibly am-
bitious life of the. progressive, alert
American of to-day. Dr. Northrop used
these words in his Chicago address; words
which are applicable outside of his own
ward, too:

What 'a mass of evil our country contains!
Crime abounds; saloons are everywhere; the

consumption of liquor is enormous; combina-

tions and trusts threaten to hold the entire
people by the throat and compel them to give
up their money or their life; city govern-
ments are corrupt; legislators take bribes;
money and not merit sometimes makes United
States senators; laws are not enforced; the
hatchet takes the place of officers of justice;
taxes increase; the criminal and the idle
hang as a dead weight on the necks of the
industrious; the Sabbath is desecrated; the
churches are cold; men leave religion to
the women, and the church staggers under
the blows of its own children. All true—
every word of it—a very dark picture of our
country indeed! Hold up a glass of seem-
ingly pure water to the light and then apply
the magnifying lens and what a villainous
congregation of miscreants will be found to
have their habitation in that glass of water
—and yet it is pretty good water and you
drink it and are refresHed, and this country
is a pretty good country and a delightful
land to live in notwithstanding all these
evils. It is so, for the reason already indi-
cated, that the good things so far outnumber
and outinfluence the evil things. Mass the
evil things and no one would wish to live
with them. But while the police court holds
its daily session and punishes the weak and
the wicked and the newspapers tell the whole
story, 15,000 reputable citizens live in my
ward and their -lives, their work, their
doings are not recorded in the newspapers,
but they tell mightily on the prosperity and
happiness of the country.

Dr. Northrop does not urge, certainly
The ‘ijurv;;l‘.mg" not advocate,
M‘le be any let-up in the

prosecution of all sensible reforms. The
world is bad enough, and it needs bet-
tering, but at the same time, it will do
all concerned no harm to loek on both
sides of the matter. The deeper the mat-
ter is studied the clearer will it become
that America, with all her faults, is the
advance agent, not only of her own pros-
perity, but of the general good of the
world.

Some one has sald of Dr. Northrop that
he is neither a pessimist nor an optimist,
but a meliorist. That's good. He doesn’t
shut his eyes to the bad, which is a good
thing, nor does he see only the good,
which would be a good thing. It is his
splendid me'llorlun which serves the bet-
ter purpose and makes him the wiser
counselor and the safer guide.

The morning papers have another bad
spell. They spell their news with a “k.”
By their own admissions, on several occa-
sions they have had plenty of real estate
“knews,” but they leave the publication
of the news to The Journal,

Two badly-scooped contemporaries deal
in charges of bad faith in connection with
the publication of important real estate
news. The Journal will call that
bluff right here by agreeing to print in its
own columns any evidence our contempo-
raries can obtain from the parties to the
transaction that this paper violated any
pledges in that connection. We are aware
that some people didn’t want the news
published yesterday, but they will not say
that there was any agreement on the part
of The Journal not to print it yes-
terday.

CHEAPER Now THAN LATER

From sources which need not be re-
vealed, but which The Jourmnal re-
gards as trustworthy, it is learned that
the B., C. R. & N. railroad, with which
the business men of Minneapolis have
been negotiating concerning terminals in
this city, has recently abandoned a pro-
ject to construct a line from Sioux Falls
to Madison after considerable work had
been done by Dakota people in the aid of
the enterprise, the reason assigned being
that the Cedar Rapids road had agreed
not to trespass on Milwaukee territory
in that direction. In the same connec-
tion it appears that the right of way agent
of the company, who happens to be a resi-
dent ‘of Sioux Falls, has stated In that
city recently that the efforts of the Min-
neapolis people to secure the direct en-
trance of the road into this city would
be of no avail. This statement was made
after the visit of the representatives of
the Commercial Club to Cedar Rapids to
confer with President Ives, and is consis-
tent with the attitude of Mr. Ives as man-
ifested toward Minneapolis at that time.
The .Cedar Rapids road has evidently
made up its mind not to regard the
wishes of Minneapolis men, but to bestow
all its favors upon St. Paul, regardless of
the protest sent from this city.

As we have remarked before, this city
has gotten along thus far without the
Cedar Rapids road, and there is a possi-
bility that it may continue to “struggle
along in its poor, weak way” without
paying much attention to the Cedar
Rapids road in the future. As for its
being too late to change plans and build
direct to Minneapolis where the business
is, it may be a little expensive now, but
not so expensive probably as it will be
later, when it becomes necessary in
order fo get the business.

It is now explained that the reason
Aguinaldo has been kept at General Mc-
Arthur’s headquarters is the fear that he
will be assassinated by General Luna’s
followers. This is a nice way for the
Filipinos to treat their George Washing-
ton!

The editor of the Slayton,

“Justa Minn., Gazette just tears a
J‘urface plume from the wing of the
Quarrel" eagle of freedom and har-

poons his beloved brother of
the Heron Lake Times as follows:

The long-haired freak who runs the Heron
e Times is real angry because we stated
in a recent number that the Boers had flung
the peace terms offered by our friend, J. Bull,
into that esteemed old gentleman’s face with
a bang, and also that the said J. Bull is
losing valuable prestige in Asia. He accuses
us of the heinous crime of being Irish. Why,
bless your dear eccentric soul, Jack, we
have always prided ourselves on that fact,
and if you have some great and noble good
qualities thef' come from a mother nurtured
on Irish soil, if we are correctly informed.
Sure, sure! We are all good fellows, most
of us with Irish blood, and if we haven’t
any of that, it's Scotch, Svensk, German or
what not, and you can’t tell the difference
in two generations. People can differ rad-
ically In Minnesota without wanting to spiil
blood, as they do in France. There are two
pdrties living in the same house in this town,
one of whom believes this material world is
all there is, while the other party is absolute-
ly certain that the material world does not
exist; the first party believes the Boers are
‘‘dead wrong” and the second party balieves
they are ‘‘dead right,”” but they live to-
gether as happily’ as two kitties lapping milk
out of the same saucer. That's what Ameri-
ca stands for—or used to—at least the north-
ern part of'it,

When the editors of the Slayton Gazette
and the Heron Lake Times meét on the
street, they just quarrel to see which editor
shall provide liquid refreshment for both.

Mayors Tom Johnson and Golden Rule
Jones, whose duet this spring, ““Would that
We Two Were Mayoring,” was such a suz-
cess, are now trying to accumulate enougi
reputation to break into the presidency han-
dicap. *

Do you have that bad taste in the mouth
with . sleepless nights, does your. food dis-
agree with you, do you have severe head-
ache and pain in the back? Then take a
day off and go fishing without the bait.

J.. Adam Bede has been doing some immi-
gration work for the Great Northern. He
says he has been selling real estate and giv-
ing a school ma’am with each section. No
wonder land is going up.

After the other things have had their
booms, the money goes into real estate and
buildings. If you wait, you pay mere money
for the land. This happens every fifteen or
twenty years. s ;

The legislators left Ilttle about the capitol
except the odor of stale - tobacco and the
waste paper. Fortunately the desks were
nailed down.

Keeping the street baseball game off of the
new lawn is as exciting a pastime as teach-
ing a new calf to drink out of a pail.

Kansas has a new swearword that is ob-
taining . considerable currency. It is, ‘“by
hen,”” and usually produces a cackle.

Secure your down-town corner bafore it is
too late,

Can’t Afford to Be Without It.

Clara City Herald.

- The Minneapolis Journal is one of the few
newspapers that dare to tell the truth. It is
by all odds the cleanest, the best and most
reliable daily in the twin citles. 1f'one cares'
to hear and learn the truth on public ques-
tions he can’'t afford to be without The
Journal ‘-

Dignity of L.boi._
Booker T. Washington.
No race can prosper till it learns that there

is as much dignity 4n tilling a fleld as in
‘Wwriting & poem. ° e

WHAT THE GOVERNMENT
DOES FOR THE PEOPLE

IX.~THE UNITED STATES DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR
By Carroll D. Wright, Commissioner of
Labor.

(Copyright, 1901, by Victor F. Lawson.)

The bureau of labor was established by act
of congress approved June 27, 1884, and was
attached to the department of the interor.
The head of the office was designated the
commigsioner of labor, the act providing that
he “‘shall collect Information upon the subject
of labor, its relation to capital, the hours of
labor and the earnings of laboring men and
women, and the means of promoting their
material, social, intellectual and moral pros-
perity.”’

The United States bureau was organized in
January, 1885, and the commissioner, on Feb.
4, addressed a letter to the secretary of the
interior declaring the policy of the bureau,
stating:

It should be remembered that a bureau of
labor cannot solve industrial or social prob-
lems, nor can it bring direct returns in a
material way to the citizens of the country,
but its work must be classed among educa-
tlonal effurts, and by judicious investigations
and the fearless publication thereof it may
and should enable the people to comprehend
more clearly and more fully many of the
problems which now vex them.

fter three and a half years of successful
operation an act was passed (approved June
13, 1888) providing for a department of labor,
the consequence of which was practically to
perpetuate the work of the bureau of labor
in the department of the interior, but the
name of the office was changed, and it was
made independent of any of the great depart-
ments. The head of the department was still
designated the commissioner of labor, and by
the act he became officially responsible to the
president and to congress, and not to a secre-
tary in the cabinet,

Work of the Department of Labor.

The work of the commissioner of labor,
whether at the head of the bureau or of the
department, has been continuous and consec-
utive, his reports being numbered without
reference to the form of the organization, the
first three emanating from the bureau of
labor and the others from the department.
In all there have been fifteen annual and nine
special reports published, with the following
designations:

ANNUAL.

1886—F'irst, “‘Industrial Depressions.”

1886—S8econd, ‘“‘Conviet Labor.”

1887—Third, ‘‘Strikes arnd Lockouts” (Jan.
1, 1881, to Dec. 31, 1886).

Clllsss—" 7 }*‘ourth, ‘“Working Women in Large
ies.

1889—Fifth, “Railroad ..abor.”

1890—Sixth, *“‘Cost of Preduction;
Steel, Coal,” etc.

1891—Seventh, ‘“‘Cost of Production;
Textiles and Glass.”

1892—Eighth, ‘‘Industrial Education.”
ulssS_—Ninth, “Building and Loan Associa-

ons."’

1894—Tenth, “Strikes and Lockouts” (Jan.
1, 1887, to June 30, 1894). -

1895-6—Eleventh, “York and Wages of Men,
‘Women and Children.”

Iron,

the

1897—Twelfth, ‘‘Economic Aspects of the
Liquor Problem.”

1898—Thirteenth, “Hand and Machine
Labor.””

1899—Fourteenth, *“Water, Gas and Electric
Light Plants Under Private and Municipal
Ownership."’

1900—Fifteenth, “A Compilation of Wages
in Commercial Countries from Official

Sources.”
SPECIAL.

1889—First, ‘“Marriage and Divorce.”

1892—Second, ‘“‘Labor Laws of the United
States’’ (second edition, revised 1896).

1893—Third, ‘‘Analysis and Index of All
Reports Issued by Bureaus of Labor Statistics
in the United States Prior to Nov. 1, 1892.”
(Out of print.)

1893—Fourth, *“Compulsory Insurance in
Germany.”
1893—Fifth, ‘“The Gothenburg System of

Liquor Traffic.””
1893—Sixth, ‘‘The Phosphate Industry of the
United States” (with maps and illustrations).
1894—Seventh, ‘“‘The Slums of « Baltimore,
Chicago, New York and Philadelphia.
1895—Eighth—‘‘The Housing of the Working
People’’ (with plans and illustrations).
1897—Ninth, ‘“The Italians in Chicago.”

Minneapolis Journal’s
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1895, t.hé commissioner is authorized to pub-
lish a bulletin relating to the condition of

|labor in this and other countries, with con-

densations of state and foreign labor reports,
facts as to conditions of employment, and

'such other facts as may be deemed of value

to the industrial interests of the country. By
the act of July 1, 1898, the commissioner is
authorized to complle and publish annually,
as a part of the bulletin of the department of
labor, an abstract of the main features of the
official statistics of the cities of the United
States having over 30,000 population. In ac-
cordance with the act of March 2, 1895, the
first number of the bulletin was published in
November of that year, and it has been issued
every other month since, containing usually
from 120 to 130 pages. The main portions
of the bulletin are the results of original in-
vestigations; the other parts contain condens-
ations of state and foreign labor reports, as
provided by law, the labor laws of the differ-
ent states of the United States as they are
passed, and the decisions of the highest courts
in the country interpreting such labor laws
as have come before them.

It will be seen that the acts creating the
bureau, and afterward the department of
labor, are very broad. The commissioner can
take up any question which relates to the ma-
terial, social, intellectual and moral prosper-
ity of the people. It has been considered that
the department, in acting under this broad
authorization, must confine itself to the col-
lection and publication of information; that
it is not the province of the head of the office
to make arguments for or against proposed
measures for promoting the material, social,
intellectual or moral prospeérity of the people.
In the early days of bureaus of labor very
many people considered that the head of such
offices should take up this, that or the other
proposed scheme, remedy or alleged panacea,
as official business, but that idea has been
laid aside almost entirely, the head of the
United States depantment of labor taking the
ground that if he took up one side of a ques-
tion and collected facts or materal relating to
it, he was in duty bound to take up the other
side of the same question; that officially he
could not adopt the ideas of any party or or-
ganization as the basis of work, but that he
fulfilled the intention of the law when he
faithfully collected and published information
bearing’ upon any of the great questions
which congress or the public had to cousi@er,
leaving congress and the public to draw their
own conclusions and make their own deduc-
tions from the facts presented.

Gathering Statistics of Labor,
As a rule the department confines itself to
the statistical method—that is, the collection
of information on carefully prepared sched-

ules of inquiry put into the hands of experts.
This is the usual method of collecting infor-
mation, but there are questions which cannot
be dealt with by the statistical method, and
yet all the work of the department must be
the result of original inquiry made in some
form. Rambling and nebulous observations,
which would be likely to result from an in-
vestigation carried on by inquiries not prop-
erly scheduled, are and ought to be avoided.
The great advantages of the statistical meth-
od, carried on through the means of properly
prepared schedules, have been demonstrated
by many years of practical experience in dif-
ferent states and by the department itself.
With properly instructed special agents, who
can secure exactly the information required,
and who are on the spot to make any explan-
ation to parties from whom data are sought,
and who can and must consult the books of
account at the establishments under investi-
gation, the best and most accurate informa-
tion can be secured, and in a condition for
tabulation.

The department does not aim to secure ag-
gregates, except in rare cases—that is, it
cannot count the people; it canot collect the
facts of all the manufacturing establisn-
ments in the country, nor classify the occu-
pation of all the peole, nor enumerate the
different industries, nor ascertain the num-
ber of persons engaged in the different in-
dustries, with the aggregate wages paid. All
such questions belong to the census office,
and the information resulting from inquiries
covering such points is collected every ten

Reports on the Condition of Labor.
By the act of congress approved March 2,

years. On the other hand, the department,
as a rule, deals with representative facts.

Current To

It it desires to know the rates of wages,
they can be ascertained from a sufficient
number of concerns in different industries
to establish the facts. If it desires to ascer-
tain the cost of production, it is not neces-
sary that the data should be secured from
all the establishments in a given industry.
Such a method would be altogether too ex-
pensive for the department to undertake, but
it can secure the information from a suffi-
cient number of firms to establish the facts
a8 to the cost of production in a particular
industry. Its investigations, therefore, cover-
ing indicative information from representa-
tive establishments, are sufficient to satisfy
a study of the question involved. Sometimes,
of course, the department is able to cover
the question so thoroughly as to secure ag- |
gregate statements, as, for instance, in 1its
Investigations relating to building and loan
associations, marriage and divorce, conviet
labor, strikes and lockouts.

“Statistics of Strikes and Lockouts.

One or two illustrations will serve to show
the methods adopted by the department. It
has made two comprehensive reports giving
the statistics relating to strikes and lockouts
in this country. The first was in 1887, and
covered the data for the six years, beginning
Jan. 1, 1881, and ended Dec. 31, 1886, and the
tenth annual report covered like data from
Jan. 1, 1887, to June 30, 1894. The depart-
ment is now engaged in collecting similar
data for all strikes and lockouts which have
occurred since the latter date and up to Dec.
31, 1900, and when this report is published
the department will have the data for all
strikes and lockouts occurring in the United
States from Jan. 1, 1881, to Dec. 31, 1900. In
collecting this information, which relates to
the number of persons involved in the labor
controversies, the losses to capital and to
labor, the duration and the results of each
controversy, all properly tabulated and pre-
sented by states and industries, the depart-
ment secures the data from each side en-
gaged In each controversy through the per-
sonal inquiries of an expert. An account is
kept of the occurrence of all strikes and
lockouts, and then the localiities are visited
by the expert. He is prepared with sched- |
ules of inquiry, so that the information col-
lceted by all the experts shall be on a uni-
form basis. If the parties ordering the strike
and the employers against whom the strike
is directed agree as to the facts, they are
accepted. If there is a disagreement, it is
the business of the expert to ascertain the
points of disagreement, and by continued in-
quiry, to secure an agreement as to the facts.
Thus the statements reported must be ac-
cepted as thoroughly trustworthy, no effort
being spared to secure accuracy. Sometimes
the facts are easily obtained, but in great
and complicated strikes, where a large num-
ber of establishments is involved, the diffi-
culty is very greatly increased.

Getting Statisties of Divorce, '

Another illustration is that connected with
the investigation relative to divorces, espe-
cially ordered by congress. An investigation
of the kind, in order to have any value so-
ciologically, must cover a sufficiently long
period of years to make the comparison val-
uable. So the facts were gathered for twenty
years.. At the time the investigation was
made there were over 2,700 courts, state and
federal, in the United States having juris-
diction of divorces. To secure the required
data all the facts relative to every petition
for a divorce and every decree for a period
of twenty years from all the 2,700 and more
courts had to be examined; yet this work
was accomplished and all the facts secured,
either by the service of experts or by the
malil, for all the courts in the country.

After the information is brought to the of-
fice it is carefully examined, each schedule
individually, and {f errors occur, recourse
must be had to original sources of informa-
tion for correction. When the schedules are
all in perfect order, or as perfect as the
physical conditions will warrant, they are
then tabulated and the facts arranged and
classified in accordance with the information
to be brought out.

Value of Labor Statisties.

It i$ often asked, ‘‘What good do labor
sumscs do? What is the value of the work
of the department of labor?’ One might as
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relative to the bureau of education or to
other_ offices devoted entirely to- the dissem-
ination of knowledge. No one of these of-
fices really puts money into the pockets of
the citizens of the United States. They are
and must be consideréed as a part of the
educational force of the government. Under
the general-welfare clause of the constitu-
tion the United States government spends
about $8,000,000 annually and employs over
4,000 people in scientific and educational ways.
All their work might be abandoned without
interfering one jot or tittle with the admin-
istration of the federal government. There
are, however, certain classes of information
which private enterprise cannot secure, as,
for instance, no private individual or set of
individuals would undertake the collection
of data relative to strikes or lockouts or the
various other questions which have been
covered by the United States department of
labor; yet all such information is useful.
Congress desires it for its own use, and after
having secured it feels at liberty to publish it
for the use of everybody else. So, while it
can be shown here and there that the facts
secured by the department of labor and kin-
dred offices in the United States have resulted
in shaping wise legislation and also in pre-
venting unwise legislation, the information
has been more generally of the character of
educational work—adding to the knowledge of
the world. 3

Benefits of Sociology.

The results of the work of such offices con-
stitute most valuable contributions to social
and political science. Sociology to-day com-
mands the attention of thinking people, but
sociology without facts is simply a theoretical
view of the construction of society. What
we need is the actual facts of what soclety
is doing, for only by knowing the actual facts
can laws. be deduced relative to future con-
duet. Labor and capital are both vitally in-
terested in social and economic information.
The investigation of existing counditions in
various directions results in positive knowl-
edge, and through positive knowledge the er-
rors which grow out of the empirical observa-
tion are corrected. One of the chier values
of the work of the department of labor is in
correcting the erroneous conclusions drawn
simply from observation. The time will comé
when the statistical method will enable gov-
ernments to ayoid certain things and to
adopt others, all of which will conduce to
the general welfare.

But when statistical offices become partizan
in their nature, adopt any particular ideas
of reform, become propagandists and aim to
bolster up one party as against another in
its economic theories, their work will be
criminal amd not scientific. A partizan can-
not be a good statistician, and should the
department of labor advocate a proposition
it would necessarily take the position of an
advocate, and hence a partizan, and lay it-
self open legitimately to the charge of hav-
ing collected facts to substantiate its own
position or of having neglected to secure
facts which might antagonize such position,
It is enly by the fearless publication of facts,
without regard to the influence those facts
may have upon any party’'s position or an{
partizan’s view, that the department e
justify its continued existence.

Education for the Masses,

It is now well understood that the popuk
education of the masses In the elementaf
facts of political and economic seienss =
one of the greatest educations! zuds of ice
day, and that departments and bureaus of
statistics of labor are working emphatically
in the line of facilitating this great work
by their faithful investigations into all the
conditions where facts should be known
and into all causes of bad conditions of
whatever nature and by their fearless promul-
gation of the results of their investigations.
There may have been much weak and un-
satisfactory work by this class of offices, but,
having watched their work for a genera-
tion, the ‘writer feels safé in asserting that,
with but one or two exceptions, there has
never been any attempt by the head of any
of the offices, state or federal, to pervert the
facts or to use the offices to sustain theories.
This is a record of which the official statis-
ticians of our state and federal governments
can be proud.

well undertake to answer the same questions
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“It’s a clear gift of providence,” said Aunt
Rachel, stoutly, her eyes twinkling with
tears. ‘‘Now, you know, Jonas, we'd never
a-gotten along in the world if it hadn’t been
for that mule—bless its heart!”

The children by common consent turned
their faces toward the open kitchen window,
through which a docile looking mule had
poked his head, watching the breakfast table
expectantly.

“How he loves us a’ready,” went on emo-
'tional Aunt Rachel. ‘“He's had his feed, but
'he just wants to watch us for company. That's
how I found ’im this morning when I got up.
How he ever got over the palings is beyond
me. It's just like he'd been dropped from
the clouds.”

The children once more earnestly regarded
the visitant of supposed heavenly origin, this
time with a touch of awe, Baby Joe hiding
behind Aunt Rachel.

“It's a ‘stray,’”” her brother Jonas an-
swered gloomily, ‘‘an’ belongs to some of the
neighbors. We’ll have to feed 'im for several
days an’ be out that much.”

“Well, he don’t b‘long to any of ’em,” Aunt
Rachel disputed, emphatically. “Don’t we
know the stock for miles around? There’s
Smith’s blaze-face mare, Davis’ speckled ox,
an’ ol’ man Potts” gover'ment mule, besides
Morris’ colt—"'

“Well, y’ just wait till y' see in the coun-
ty paper in the ‘stray notices:’ ‘Lost, med-
ium-size, dark-bay mule, with black ears and
mane, an’ a brand on his left side—" "

antly. ““Who's brand is it?"”

This being a flash of almost masculine
sagacity, her brother was silenced for the
time.

If the mule was not a clear favor of provi-
dence, at least he seemed such to this hum-
ble family. It was just at cotton planting
time that their only ox died—that stand-by
of the poor farmer of the south—gentle, pa-
tient, long-enduring, poorly fed and tended,
yet reluctantly laying down the yoke worn
so long. This was a very serious matter to
them, for on their cotton crop depended their
livelihood.

In the darkest hour, which is said to precede
dawn, the mule had come. Aunt Rachel saw
him for the first time at the kitchen window,
blandly looking in, and as the yard .gate was
shut and the palings high, it seemed to her
simple soul that he had been dropped from
the clouds.

Aunt Rachel and the children stood around
while the mule was being. put into the
shabby harness. He seemed to take it all as
a joke, and he started off toward the fleld at
a gay, mincing gait that kept the farmer
sawing at the lines, and when he reached
the end of the first row he shook off the frail
harness and vaulted neatly over the fence.
Then, with a wise grin at the farmer, he kneit
down slowly, rested his head on the ground,
and turned a complete somersault. It was
evident that he expected applause and was
gomewhat dejected when the farmer only
stared like one daft.

Suddenly the mule vaulted back into the

“There!” his sister interrupted, triumph-

field, and, rising later on his hind feet, ad-

vanced on the farmer. And when he defens-
ively raised his whip, with a bright look of
relief the mule retreated, still upright, and
began circling around in excellent waltz time.
He seemed to become excited with the motion,
and indulged in polkas, two-steps of all kinds,
and wound up with a spirited gallop twice
around the fleld, then came cantering up to
the dumbfounded farmer and looked trusting-
ly into his face. But finding he was only
wanted as a plowing Implement, he turned
about and loped to the house.. Arriving at
the closed gate he stretched his neck, and
nosing up the latch, sauntered in. So, when
Aunt Rachel, washing dishes, looked up, she
saw the providential mule smirking amfably
at the window.

Though her brother Jonas had completely
soured on him that first day, with a woman'’s
persistence Aunt Rachel still looked on the
mule as a gift. On succeeding days matters
were no better. The mule did everything im-
aginable that was useless, and very little that
was useful. The children, with the pathetic
ingonsequence of childhood, were delighted
at his tricks. He was a constant source of
amusement to the poor little chaps. Living

as they always had in a small,
dull neighborhood, mnever having seen
a circus, and deprived by pov-

erty of the usual childish playthings, they
8oon learned to love the good-natured, clever
animal. Even Baby Joe toddled fearlessly at
his heels, though the mule had nearly fright-
ened him out of his senses the first day by
picking him up by his dress and seating him

on his broad back. But this was now under-

The PrOvidential Mule. By Lydia Felicia PerKkins.

stood to be a mark of special favor, limited
only to the baby, and with the little fellow on
his back the mule would trot around the
yard while Joe shrieked with delight.

Their father, with the rancor of poverty,

endured impatiently the added expense. Cer-
tainly the mule, considered materially, was
no profit. He would not work. This had

been proved beyond a doubt. His favorite
trick when harnessed to the plow was to pick
the harness to pieces at the knots, then shake
it off playfully, looking around for the ap-
proval which never came.

He was eating up the fodder provided for
his predecessor, the ox, and there would be
no cotton crep for want of proper attention.
The mule had been a week with the family,
when the county paper came. The farmer
looked eagerly for the estray notices, but
found, instead, this astonishing insertion:

‘““One hundred dollars reward for Informa-
tion leading to the recovery of dark bay mule,
medium size; curiously branded on left side;
black ears and mane. Fifty dollars more will
be added if this valuable trick mule is re-
turned by the finders in good condition. Ad-
dress J. Oldham, Manager Circus ‘Greatest
Thing on Earth.””’

And when the mule had been turned over
in excellent condition to his proper owners,
and the money promptly paid to the farmer,
Aunt Rachel said, as a woman will:

“I told you so, Jonas. Now, wasn't that a
clear gift of Providence?”

But the children, little impractical mites
that they were, wept at the loss of the provi-
dential mule.

BUREAU OF THE JOURNAL,
No. 21 Park Row.
The Fleet of Yachts.

April 13.—Yachtsmen in and sbout New
York are busily engaged in having their
craft put in shape for the coming season,
starting in with the first warm days of
early spring.' Many shipyards and basins are
to be found along the waterfront of the eity
and the adjoining country, while the floating
property that saunters along the summer
seas is valued at well up in the milllons.
It has been estimated that the cost of all
the steam and sailing yachts which in sea-
son may be seen cruising along the coast
between Race Rock and Brigantine Shoals
is equal to all the taxable property in a city
the size of Hartford. Over at the big basin
at the foot of Twenty-third street, South
Brooklyn, where the largest yachts usually
are laid up for the winter, a hundred or more
steam yachts are moored between the two
long piers, most of them already in the
hands of the overhaulers. Decks are being
holystoned, mahogany skylights and com-
panionways and deckhouses are being scraped
and varnished, awning stanchions are being
set up, spars brightened and sails being bent. |
Two balance docks are in daily use, workmen
are continually on the jump and as soon as
one boat is finished and lowered to the river
another takes the place. The docks are
engaged for weeks in advance and it will not

be until May 20 that all of the yachts now
to be overhauled will be completed and in
commission.

Temple of Science.

After ten years of consideration and dis-
cussion Greater New York is at last assured
of a/ Temple of Science in the near future.
For a long time there has been under con-
sideration a project to erect a building to
house the various societies composing the
Scientific Alliance of New York, thus giving
them long-needed facilities for the advance-
ment of original research. Now the alliance
has its plans laid out and is moving towards
the desired object. It is decided to erect
a $300,600 building on ground to cost $200,000
more and the officials of the alliance are confi-
dent the required half million dollars will
be forthcoming at an early date. The men
behind the movement are all personally men
of large means and still larger influence so
there should not now be any great difficulties
in their way as their plans are definitely
mapped out.

A Bit of Engineering.

Some of the most remarkable engineering
work ever accomplished in the comstruction
of a building was utilized for the foundation
of the new annex to the Mutual Life building
on Nassau street, making the structure in
many respects the most notable in the world.

The foundations for the building are laid
below the water line and it was preparing
for this excavation below the water line and
in underpinning and protecting the adjoining
buildings that the most interesting part of
the undertaking became apparent. The build-
ing in the first place ‘‘draws more water”
than the biggest of océan steamships, fully
laden, as the cellar floor is fifty-five feet below
the sidewalk level and thirty-five feet below
the line of standing water. One of the side
walls to the annex, that of the building al-
ready constructed, is eighteen stories high
and the highest building ever underpinned.
This work was further complicated because
of the fact that the ground floor was fllled
with the safes and vaults of a safe deposit
company, and a settlement of even the six-
teenth of an inch would have stopped the
workings of the locks. Caissons formed of
steel tubes three feet in diameter had to be
sunk to support adjoining buildings and
work was begun on the foundations proper.
Sand was discovered under the hardpan and
this forced the contractors to go to solid
rock, a hundred feet below the sidewalk.

The Steel Trust’'s Big Bid.

One of the first big bids to be made by the
United States Steel corporation, the ‘“‘billion
and a half trust,”” will be for the structural
steel on the new East river bridge. At the
same time the letting of this contract, bids
for which will be opened April 25 by the East
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river bridge commissioners, will mark the
giving out of the largest order for -struc-
tural steel in a long time. Fully three mil-
lions of dollars will be spent in this work
as it will cover all the materlal for the
suspended portion of the structure. Much
interest is being shown in the outcome of the
contract letting, for it will be the first time
the trust will have a chance to come into
actlve competition with its smaller rivals.
This competition, too, is decidedly lively for
the Pennsylvania Steel company, the King
Bridge company and the Cambria Works are
all ready to bid and these corporations are
all entirely independent of the United States
Steel corporation.

Circus Animals Come Over.

An interesting arrival at this port is the
Hamburg-American liner Pretoria, which
carried one of the largest consignments of
animals ever brought' to this country, there
being all told eighty-six animals. One more
started, a camel, but it got frisky en voyage,
broke a leg, was killed and tossed to the
wavelets. The shipment was by the Hagen-
becks, who are sending the animals to Ring-
ler's circus at Chicago and to other shows
about the country. In the lot were seven
elephants, four camels, six hyenas, two lions,
one leopard, three water buffaloes, a horned
horse, two antelopes, two Isabella antelopes,
six pelicans, two porcupines and fifty mon-
keys. —N. N. A.
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OTHER PEOPLE’S NOTIONS

Clean Up.
To the Editor of The Journal:

As the time for the annual spring cleaning:
drawe near, allow me to make & suggestion.
There are at present many vacant lots l.ndv
tracts of land in Minneapolis, unsightly and
unattractive on account of the rubbish scat-
tered about, thereby giving the neighborhood
an unkempt and bedraggled lock. This gives
the city a general appearance of untidiness,
and these spots are an eyesore to ourselves
as well as to strangers. In my neighborhood
there are three lots of this character, and
for years the people living in the viclnity
have made a practice of clearing up the rub-
bish and -making these lots attractive play-
grounds for the children. We do not even
ask the owners for permission to do so, for

hoor, or find it convenient to clean up the
premises. As spring approaches, I would sug-
gest that men, women and children make it
& special point, after cleaaing up their own
premises, to do the same with the vacant
lots in their vicinity. They will find the
Wwork a pleasure in itself, and certainly to
themselves and to strangers it will add great-
ly to the beauty and attractiveness of the
city. It s such work as this’that makes a
city a thing of beauty and a joy forever, and
will do much to-aid the park board in mak-
ing Minneapolis what it should be—one of the
cleanest, neatest and most attractive home
cities in the land. Why not form clubs in
every ward for cleaning up vacant lots.
—R.

Only Authority Left.
Detroit Tribune. :
For information as to the best dispositi
to make of ex-presidents, apply to G. Cleve-
Princeton, !

land,

Extensive Smell of Sulphur,

A Loulsville Times.

There will be weeping, wailing ard gnash-
ing of teeth from the Androscoggin and Hell-
for-Sartin Creek across the continent to San
Diego over the defeat of the river and har-
bor bill. As to Scnator Carter, who lashed
it to death, he is anathema-maranatha,

Seems to Be Transferable,

Syracuse Post-Standard.

The Boxer movement, it is sald, is reviy-
ing. It would be strange, considering what
has happened in China since the European
troops went there, if the Boxer movement
had ever needed reviving. -

Advice Ignored.
. _Atlanta Journal. AL
Free trade England is about to try the ex-
periment of levying a tariff on sugar. This

Should Offset Our Complaints.

* Toledo Blade.

There are indications that nor:hern Ohio
will have a good wheat erop this year, the
first in two years. This mantle of snow has
been worth thousands of dollars to the farm-
ers.

So Do Ours, When They're In,

Detroit Free Press.

According to the Voters' Municipal League
of that city, Chicago democrats have renomi-
nated to the council eight ‘‘gaunt, gray
wolves,”” prowling for plunder. Too - bad!
Detroit aldermen manage to keep fat, sleek
and comfortable.

Conceals an Irish Bull,

Boston Globe.
There is a big cry for sleeping cars abroad.
| European travelers are getting tired of the
old contrivances and are waking:up to the

in the face of Editor Bryan’s advice to: King
Edward,

need of something better.




