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THE CuBAN COMMISSIONERS

The Cuban commissioners are greatly
pleased with their reception at Washing-
ton and their conferences with the ad-
ministration have evidently begun to dis-
abuse their minds of the wrong impres-
slons they previously entertained as to
the meaning of the terms offered by the
United States, impressions, indeed, which
have been diligently encouraged by the
antiadministration - press in' this country.
They have themselves come in contact
with the United States authorities, and at
the shorter range, they are getting more
light. The president of the commission,
Dr. Capote, bas fully indorsed the state-
ment of his colleague, General Betancourt,
that it is desirable to maintain the most
cordial relations between the United
States and Cuba and that the commission-
ers are deeply impressed with the disin-
terestednesg and unselfishness of Ameri-
cans in dealing with Cuba. They evident-
ly have been impressed with the evidence
presented to them that the proposed terms
will work for the interest and benefit of
Cuba.

The commissioners have made known
that - their chief concern is for some con-
cessions by congress in the sugar and to-
bacco tariff, which would be ' a great
stimulus to Cuban industry. They have
learned that they will have to look to
congress for any change in the terms of-
fered. The president cannot undo the acts
of the national legislature at pleasure.
There is a stfong probability that the
Cubans will accept the terms and trust to
congress to approve tariff concessions. A
commission is sitting now at Havana at
work on the new tariff for Cuba. It is
held by some competent authorities that,
if the supreme court in the insular cases
decides that the. entire tarif of the
United States extends to all the islands
acquired from Spain in 1898, Cuba will be
included, even if it is held only’in trust
by the United States. There is, how-
ever, no intimation as yet that the su-
preme court contemplates indorsing the
proprio vigere dogma.

It . will be a terrible blow to the hopes
of our antl-administration element if the
Cubans accept the terms offered by the
United States. Coming on tep of the sub-
mission and Americanization of Aguinal-
do, their cup of sorrow will be running
over.

The new garbage crematory- is said to
be a great suceess. It burns up even the
smells. Good thing. We have been in
need of something that would burn up
the municipal smells for some time.

THE BUFFALO EXCURSION

Everybody will wish to be “put off at
Buffalo” this year. The Pan-American
Exposition will be the destination of more
summer tourists than any other point on
the continent. Buffalo is providing a
great show. It will be unigue in many
respects. The proximity to the unlimited
water power of Niagara Falls, which will
be converted into electricity, is expected
to- produce effects more magnificent than
we have ever dreamed of before. - The
Pan-American character of the show is
attracting the interest and co-operation
of all America, while the extent of the ex-
hibition, assured by its Pan-American
character, will attract. to it exhibitors

_and visitors from all parts of the world.

Buffalo- has hendled this enterprise well,
and will have it in a better state of
preparation, it is said, for the opening
day than has been attained for any other
exhibition of this character or. magnitude
in this country.

Of course, hundreds and thousands of
people from the northwest will go down
to Buffalo during the summer, and a large
demand has already been made upon The
Journal for excursion rates, accommo-
dations and advantages. The Journal
has made such a reputation 88 a conductor
of excursions that the public has no doubt
of the success of anything in this line
undertaken by this paper. In response to
this demand T Journal announces
to-day its Pan-American excursion, pro-
viding for an eleVen—day trlp. COoVi g
2,500 miles down the great lakes to Buf-
falo and return. The equipment provided

‘for this excursion is the best to be had,

and the trip comes just at a time of the
year when it can be made with best as-
surance of pleasant - weather—just long
enough, too, after the exposition opens to
insure thorough completeness and so0m|

enough to get the advantage of treshness
in bulldings and exhibits, Detalls of the
excursion arrangements are given in this
paper to-day, and we are very sure that
those who contemplate a trip to the Buf-
falo exposition during the summer will*
find The Jou rnal propo'ltlbn very at-
tractive. f

The annual occupation of the sporting
editors of making excuses for the Minne-
apolis ball team has been resumed. Thus
are we reminded of the flight of time.

THE COURSE OF BUSINESS

It has been a week of 'surprises in in-
vestment lines. Dealings on the stock
exchange in New York reached 2400 000
shares in one day, and &ll the week sales
have kept close to two million shares a
day. Then there have been surprises in
the matter of prices. Union Pacific has
reached 110; other shares have made new
records in spite of conservative talk. The
rush to do business goes on. The acquisi-
tion of the Burlington by the Great North-
ern and Northern Pacific has been an-
nounced formally this week in the state-
ment of the proposition to Burlington
stockholders. There is gossip now that a
deal is under way to secure control of the
Union Pacific by the North-Western or
other lines. 1In the southwest the Gould
system is making a notable branching out,
and it becomes clear that Mr.George Gould
going to take his place as one of the great
constructive managers of the country.

Bank clearings for the week increase
about 70 per cent. New York shows an in-
crease of 103 per cent. There is unques-
tionably a strong undertone to general
business. The spring has been a little
backward in the west, and trade has been
affected moderately on seasonable goods,
but jt is expected that the demand will
follow on now quickly.

‘Wheat seeding in the northwest is pro-
gressing rather slowly on acocunt of a wet
soil over a considerable area. It has been
expected, however, that there will not be
any important delay in the matter of
ceeding, and a large acreage will be put in.
In the southwest conditions continue fa-
vorable in the main. There is a little talk
of possible damage in prospect from the
Hessian fly, but people on the ground say
the injury thus far is more in prospect
than actual.

There is great excitement in the west
on new oil discoveries. Texas, Wash-
ington, California and Wyoming are just
now the centers of attraction in this par-
ticular. The west seems to be a bed of oil
and the discoveries just made are leading
to a large amount of prospecting all over
the west. The Standard Oil people have
been in Texas within a few days, looking
at the oil fields there. They have told the
people of Texas that they would be glad
to put capital into their state, were it
not for the anti-trust laws, and until they
are removed it will be impossible for them
to act along the line of development.

Railroad earnings continue favorable. In-
terior states are showing up a large busi-
ness. There has been an active demand
for rails this month, and the mills are
not seeking orders. The market is firm,
and the price has been advanced.

In general, the business conditions in
this part of the country are satisfactory.

The good sense of a sufficient number of
aldermen asserted itself last night to pass
the Wisconsin Central terminal ordinance,
end the work which has been delayed for
weeks will now proceed rapidly. The
reasons for opposing the request of the
railroad company are still una.sslgned by
those who are responsible for this delay.

AN IMI:AIRED VOCABULARY

A very strong protest was recently
made by Edith Wharton in the New York
Tribune against what she calls the im-
poverishment of the mother English lan-
guage in this country to the extent of dif-
ferentiating the American language from
the English to its great impairment and
loss of force and directness. She thinks
we are continually replacing good words
of definite and familiar meaning by others
of quite different significance, so losing
many useful distinctions which aid exact
expression. She deplores the use of “back
of” for ‘“behind,” and “cunning” for
“pretty,” and “fix” for ‘“‘set right” or “to
arrange.” She would say, “laden” for
“loaded,” “haberdashery” for ‘“‘dry goods”’
and ‘‘shop” for ‘“store, and she becomes
very indignant over the term “shirt
walst” which she is quite sure ought to
be “bodice,” and she says “‘petticoat,”
perhaps through some prudish euphism,
is being “rapidly discarded for ‘skirt,” an-
other instance of cne word being foreed
to serve for two distinct purposes, since
no substitute has yet been provided for
‘skirt.”” She looks with horror upon the
progress toward polite "speech of the word
“laundry” to signify washing or the wash,
and her preference for “lift” in place of
“elevator” indicates her leaning, as in
other instances, to terms used in England
by the people of al classes.

Our language, however, is not suﬂerlng
from such expressions as Miss Wharton
mentions as much as it suffers from the
continual manufaciure of slang. Even
grave and reverend clergymen and occu-~
pants of the judicial bench, after deliver-
ing discourses and opinions in Englisli
“pure and undefiled,” in the presence of
listening throngs after descending from
the professiq:al heights, frequently, if
not habitually, show lamentable disrespect
to the proprieties of our noble tongue, and,
not only utter inelegant and unauthorized
speech, but get -down to downright slang.
These profess!onals are not alone in such
dishonoring of  the language. =Other pro-
tesslonils do the same thing and even
tlaa,chers qt the «language and literature
are slnngy atumes. pleading that Shakes-
pere | lndulged not infrequently, in the
slang of his day. ' .

Is it any wonder that the public gener-
ally exploits a very extensive vocabulary
of slang? And harrowing, indeed, is the
undeniable fact that the air often vibrates
with slangy expressions, even wﬁére fair
women are assembled. OQur public school
teachers really ought to do something to-
check "the increasing use of slang-among
the pupils, who are heard every day inter-
larding the proprieties of language taught-
in the schoolroom with the most dreadful-
slang imaginable.

‘It is true that some expressions gen-
erally regarded as slang are very ex-
pressive, and sometimes they are so sig-
nificant and forcible, without being offen-
sive in soupd or form, that they remain
in use and are finally recognized as addi-
itions to- the language. The inclination,-
however, toward looseness of speech and
the careless. selection of terms, leads to
indulgence in slang phrases when th
 really are not apt or expressive, but fal
far short of conveying the idea which the
speaker has in mind.

We have imported a large amount of

slang from England, where it is used to |

a pelutnl extqat even in the uppor loew

eircles. Such slang as “tbe straight tip,”
“coach,” “knocked up,” ‘‘soft soap,”
Mead,” “‘shady,” M'seedy,”  “duffer,”
| “rot,"” and scores of like-inelegant terms,
are among the lmport&tlog_t. In English
soeleiy novels the fashionable people are
qud.tb' use :very offensive slang. In this
country the:inelegancies in ordinary con-
versation are innumerable. There seems
to be a desperate fear of being entirely
too grammatical, but it is better to be
strictly grammatical than. to recede re-
motely from the canons of good speech.

*County Auditor Scott gets a compliment
from the public examiner, who sends out
a printed copy of the annual statement of
receipts and disbursements of Hennepin
county for the year 1900 as a meodel to be
copied by the auditors throughout the
state. It has required considerable urg-
ing to induce the county auditor and ‘com-
missioners to arrive at their present
method of handling public business, but
the improvement has been so marked over
the loose methods in vogue a few years
ago that it is a pleasure to record the im-
provement and give credit for the change
brought about. For this changed con-
dition of things the people of Hennepin
county are indebted more to the Tax
Payers’ League of Minneapolis than to
anybody else. While this institution may
have at times drawn the line pretty close,
and have raised objections where no seri-
ous fault was to be found, it is true that
they have by persistent watchfulness and
attention to the matter finally se-
cured the abandonment of the unbusiness-
like methods heretofore in vogue, and the
adoption of better ones which show them-
selves in this approved statement of Au-
ditor Scott.

A prominent Denver cler-

SAn man who joined the order
Jirgument ©f Elks is being hauled
About Elks °'¢r the coals by some of

his congregation on the
ground that that cheerful order of the branch-
ing horns is not in good standing in a re-
ligious way. The clergyman’s defense is that
‘“‘some of the best natured people in Denver
belong to this order.”” Being thrown in con-
tact with these, he believes, enables him to
do more effective work than he could do by
shutting himself up and devoting his aten-
tion entirely to the so-called and sometimes
“‘unco guid.”” His argument goes on to state
“‘that they which are whole need not a phy-
sician, but they which are sick.” If the
Elks are in need of restraint, this pastor
thinks that his presence among them will
act as such a barrier to too great freedom.

While the order of Elks is not primarily
designed to advance the morality of the com-
munity, it is not, on the other hand, organ-
ized to break it up. Other ministers besides
the reverend gentleman at Denver have joined
it and seem to find no great impediment to
the higher life in its goodfellowship. There
are all kinds of people in the church and we
all trust it is doing them good. Why not
algo in the Elks?

The wily Standard Oil octopus has bought
outright*all the railroad terminals, wharves
and shipping facilities at Port Arthur and
90,000 acres surrounding that point. Port Ar-
thur is the nearest deep-water point to the
oil fleld, and by controlling this outlet the
Standard Oil company can control every
barrel of oil taken from the Beaumont field.
Now let the Texans take their old oil and go
to thunder with it. The octopus will have it
understood that it is not running the oil
buiness for its health.

It sounds like a joke, but it is not, that the
editor of the Psychological Review reaches
the conclusion that ‘‘as regards the subjec-
tive effects of profanity, the most striking is
that of a pleasant feeling of relief from pain-
ful stress.” Did you ever have a pounded
thumb? Nicht vehr?

The Wisconsin Central ordinance allowing
that road to spend $1,000,000 in Minneapolis
slipped through the city council last night
when the eity fathers were looking the'other
way. Any other party or parties desiring to
spend a millicn here will be given considera-
tion.

Rev. Agathadoros A. Papageorgopoulous
has been forced to resign his charge in New
York for riding a red bicycle. The Greek
synod decided that no pastor could carry
that mame on a bicycle without wobbling in
his daily walk and conversation.

The story that the czar jumps two feel
into the air every time anybody strikes a
match i3 officially denied. The czar’s bomb-
proof room is also a string flendoffski lieo-
vitch. It does not exist.

The literary Kansas Clty alderman, in his
peroration the other evening, credited Bene-
dict Arnold with “‘The Light of Asia.” The
couneil took it all right, but the Kansas City
papers murmur a little.

The slot machiné man managed to close up
gambling in Minneapolis, thus accomplishing
a reform which the various city councils anid
mayors have been striving so long to effect.

Everybody in Havana drinks strong black
coffee and eats soda biscuit. People who do
this are better candidates for the sanatorium
than for self-government.

An-Engnsh statistician figureg that if 5,000
Boers have been killed, they have cost Eng-
land $150,000 apiece. It is expensive shooting
over the Boer preserve.

Mrs. Nation is threatening to atiack the
cigar ‘stores. The hatchet ought to be used
on some of the late brands of 5-scenters.

Cardinal Martinelli’s red hat has arrived
in New York from Rome and the cardinal
will soon beé asking, “Is it on straight?"’

A Philadelphia artist had his shock of hair
nibbed .by .a .thoughtless horse. He has re-
formed and.will keep it short hereafter.

" Detrolt 'complalne of baby lizards in its
drinking .water. There are people who would-
kick on the pearly gates.

It took a billionaire to 'buy a Gainsborough
hat. This recalls to us memories of the glad
Easter season. s

That fetid odor ‘in<New York just now is
due to -the- $300900000 gas comblne just

?3 !ermed

. Effect of Our River Julce.

< mtcbﬂeld News- Ledger.

‘Now they have discovered that there has
been stealing im“the commissary department
over in the Philippines, and that a Minne-
‘apolis man has had a prominent hand in it.
Strange! . ‘'We did not think it possible of a
man who had ever drank Minneapolis sewer
‘water, to steal. - But you never-can tell until
the opportunity ‘and "trial present themselves.

Characteristics of Our Greatness,
‘New " York Evening Sun.

It is proposed to issue a directory which
shall give the name, address and ocupation
of every person in the United States. Such
an enterprise would appeal! to foreignets as
a typical example of the big way we have of
doing things on this side of the Atiantic,

- Preferable to Their Kind.

Wuhlngton Post.

'l‘he democratic press in referring to the
president’s trip is making considerable fuss
over what it is pleased to term ‘“‘government
on wheels.” Yet this is much better than
government by gentleren with wheels,

Great Thing for Jonsey.
" Washington Post.

* President McKinley did a very graceful and
grateful thing when he appointed the friend
of Chalrman Jones to the St.. exposi-
tion board. It may be & trifie hard on the
exposition, but it is a great thing for Jones.

 Rather Sharp Criticism.
- Detroit Tribune. -

The horses used in a New York perform-
ance of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin' jun.-a off the

stage into’ the | ‘and even those who
in mh that - followed
m Hal s LSy 1

WHAT THE GOVERNMENT - g

XIL—-WORK OF THE WEATHER .
BURFAU

By Willls L. Moore, Chief of the Unlted
States Weather Bureau..

(Copyright, 1801, by Victor F. Lawson.)

About the only knowledge that most read-
ers have of the workings of the United States
weather bureau of the department of agri-
culture is gathered from the daily prediction
of rain or snow that they encounter at the
breakfast table as they glance over the
morning paper. They base their estimate of
the utility of the weather service on the ac-
curacy of the predictions thus hastily scarned
and many are prone to Inquire whether it ic
true that this service has really made a
place for itself in .the great industrial eco-
nomy of our country; whether or not an
adequate rotm‘n is made for the expenditure
of over $1, annually; whether the seci-
ence of weather forecasting has reached its
highest degree of accuracy, and whether it
holds out possibilities of future imprave-
ment. They would doubtless be amazed if
they knew of the thousand and one ramifica-
tions through which this system to-day oper-
ates and through the medium of which it
reaches, daily, probably mcre than one-half
of our adult population.

Origin of Sclentific Weather Study.

About 100 years after the Invention of the
barometer—namely, in 1747—Benjamin Frank-
lin divined that certain storms had a rotary
motion and that they progresged- in a north-
easterly direction. It was prophetic that
these ideas should have come to him long
before any one had ever prepared charts
showing observations simultaneously taken
at many stations. But, although his ideas in
this respect were more important than his
act of drawing the lightning from the clouds
and identifying it with the electricity of the
laboratory, his contemporaries thought little
of his philosophy of storms. It remained for
Redfield, Espy, Maury, Loomis and Abbe, 100
vears later, to gather the data and completely
establish the truth of that which the great
Franklin had dimly outlined. Although
American scienitsts were the picneers in dis-
covering the rotary and progreseive character
of storms, and in demonstrating the practica-
bility of weather services, the United States
was the fourth country to give legal status
to a weather service; but no one of the
other countries had an area large enough to
render it possible to constrnct such a broad,
synoptie picture of air conditions as is neces-
sary in the making of the most useful fore-
casts. It would require an international ser-
vice, embracing all the countries of Europe,
to equal ours in the extent of area covered.

Congress authorized the first appropriation
of 320,000 to inaugurate a tentative weather
service in 1870. General Albert J. Myer, to
whom was assigned the position of chief of
the new meteorological service, doubtless had
no conception of the future wonderful exten-
sion of the system that he was then uuthoriz-
ed to begin. Former Secretary of Agriculture
J. Sterling Morton did much to place the
meteorclogical service of the government on
a suitable foundation by having a!l its em-
ployes and higher officials classified and
placed within the civil service. The present
secretary of agriculture, James Wilson, has
continued the merit system in the weather
bureau, and has greatly improved and ex-
tended its operations. Thanks to his policy
the weather service has had a phenomenal
growth during the last four years.

Work of the Weather Forecaster.

It is a wonderful picture of atmospheric
eonditions that is presented twice daily to
the trained eye of the weather forecaster.
It embraces an area extending from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, from the north coast
of South America over Mexlico, the islands
of the West Indies and the Bahamas, north-
ward to the uttermost confines of Canadian
habitation. It is a panoramic picture of the
exact air conditions over this broad area
that is twice daily presented to the study
of our experts. Hurricanes, cold waves, hot
waves or rainstorms are shown wherever
present in this broad area. Their develop-
ment since last reported is noted and from
the knowledge thus gained their future course

"DOES FOR THE PEOPLE %

u\m! intensity is quite successfully forecast.
‘Bvery twelve hours the kaleldoscope changes,
and a new graphic pioture of weather con-
ditions is shown. Nowhere else in the world
| ean. meteorologists find such an opportux}lty
I'to study storms and atmospheric changes!

In our Atlantic and gulf ports alone there
are floating over $30,000,000 worth of craft
on any day of the year; and at every port,
whether on the Atlantic, on the Pacific or
on the lakes, there”is either a fuil meteor-
ological observatory or else a storm warning
display man, who attends to the lighting of
the danger lights on the storm warning tow-
ers at night, to the display of danger flags
by day and to the distribution of storm
warning messages among vessel masters.
‘This system is so perfect that the chief of
the weather bureau or the forecaster on duty
at the central office can dictate a storm
warning and feel certain that inside one
hour a copy of the warning will be in the
hands of every vessel master in every port
of material size in the United States, pro-
vided it is his desire that a complete distri-
bution of the warning be made. As a mat-
‘ter of fact, the storm warnings usually go
to only a limited portion of the coast at
one time. While the daily predictions of
rain or snow by which, as previously stated,
the public measures the value of the weather
service, are subject to a considerable ele-
ment of error, namely, about one failure in
five predictions, the marine warnings of the
service have been so well made that in over
six years no protracted storm has reached
any point of the United States without warn-
ings being displayed well in advance. ,

" Savings Effected by the Bureau.

As a result of these warnings the loss of
life and property has been reduced to a
minimum, being doubtless not more than 25
per cent of what it would have been without
this extensive system, which comes daily and
almost hourly, into communication with
mariners. The public does not appreciate this
part of the service for the reason that, as
a.rule, these warnings do not appear in the
newspapers. It is not desirable to publish
them so far in advance as to hold shipping
in pert unnecessarily. We only alm to place
warnings twelve to sixteen hours in advance

communicate by telegraph, by messenger
and by warning lights and flags directly
with the masters of vessels.

It is a notable example of the utility of the
new West Indian weather service and of the
wisdom of congress in continuing as a per-
petual instrument of peace the service organ-
ized to meet an emergency of war, that the
Galveston hurricane was detected on Sept. 1,
at the time ofits inception, in the ocean
south of Porto Rico, and that the new system
of West Indians reports gave us such com-
plete simultaneous data that at no time did
we lose track of the storm. Everywhere, as
it progressed northward, such full informa-
tion was given that, notwithstanding the ex-
ténsive commerce of the Gulf of Mexico, little
or no loss of life or property occurred upon
the open waters of the gulf. The destruction
at Galveston was many times less than it
would have been without the premonition that
was given and the activity of the bureau’s
officers in urging residents to move from the
Tow ground of the city to its more secure por-
tions. Again, as this storm recurved and
passed over the lake region the warnings
were well distributed. Although the energy
of the storm was so great that few vessels
were stanch enough to live through its fury,
shipping remained in harbor and there was
not a life lost.

Cold Wave Records.

When a marked cold wave develops In the
north plateau of the Rocky mountains and
by its broad area and great barometric pres-
sure threatens to sweep southward and east-
ward with its icy blasts, the meteorclogical
stations of the bureau are ordered to take
observations every few hours in the region
immediately in advance of the cold area and
to telegraph these to headquarters. By this
means every phase of the development of the
cold area is carefully watched, and when the
danger is great each observatory in the
threatened region becomes a distributing cen
ter from which warnings are sent to those
who have produce or perishable articles of
manufacture that need protection against low
temperature. In such cases the system of dis-

of the coming of the storm, and then we-
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tribution is so perfect that it is not uncom-
mon for the bureau to distribute 100,000 tele-
grams and messages inside of the space of one
or two hours, so that nearly every city, vil-
lage and hamlet receives the information in
time to profit thereby. What this means to
the farmer and shipper i{s well illustrated in a
gingle instance. From those personally in-
terested we gathered statements relative to
the sweep of one cold wave, and these showed
that over $3,400,000 worth of property ;that
would have been destroyed by the low tem-
peratures was saved.

To be sure, sometimes ‘ihe surging of the
great air eddies which constitute our rain
storms and cold waves—one the low pressure
eddy and the other the high pressure eddy—
deflects the course of the storm or minimizes
the degree of cold, and the warnings may par-
tially or wholly fail of verification; but in
these impeortant atmospheric disturbances the
warnings are justifiec in such a large propor-
tion of cases that those whose property is at
stake do not longer guestion the utility of the
government service.” That no other country
brings its citizens into such close touch with
its weather conditions is shown by the fact
that even when severe storms are not immi-
nent there is,in addition to the printing of thé
forecasts in the daily press, a daily distribu-
tion of 80,000 telegrams, maps and bulletins
that places the information in the hands of
millions whose personal interests are mate-
rially affected by the weather.

Distribution of Forecasts,

There are more than two thousand daily pa-
pers in the United States, and each one of
thése prints in a conspicuous place the daily
weather prediction. - Did it ever occur to you
that there is no other information that re-
ceives publication and attention by readers
each day of the year in every daily paper
of the country? There are forty-seven tri-
weekly papers in the United States, 434 semi-
weekly and 14,743 weekly publications, the
greater number of which publish the weekly
weather crop bulletins of the bureau *for
their respective states. Each state forms a
secrion of the national service, and from a
central gffice issues monthly reports on the
minute climatology of the state. These clima-
tological data are gathered from standard
thermometers and rain gauges that are placed
in each county. :»The information finds ex-
tensive publication also in the weekly and
monthly periodicals.

Recently the postoffice department, through
its rural mail delivery, has placed at the dis-
posal of the weather service one of the most
efficlent means of bringing its daily forecasts,
frost and cold-wave warnings to the very
doors of those who can make the most prof-
itable use of them, The latest forecast of the
weather ig printed on small slips of paper
and each carrier {8 given a number equal to
the number of houses on his rural route.
Thus does the meteorological service insinu-
ate itself into every avenue that promises
efficient dissemination of its reports. To be
forewarned is to be forearmed. It is the
opinion of many insurance and other experts
that the meteorological service of the United
States government is worth over $20,000,000
annually to the agriculture, the commerce
and the industry of the country; and this
notwithstanding the large element of error
that for a long time to come must enter into
predictions.

Benefits Fruit Growers and

Farmers.

The utilities of the weather service are well
illustrated by the beneflts that the fruit in-
terests of California derive from the rain
warnings. On account of the peculiar topog-
raphy of that region these warnings are made
with a high degree of accuracy but a few hours
before the coming of the rain, yet far enocugh
in advance to enable the owners of vineyards,
most of which are gonnected by telphones, to
gather and stack their trays and thus save
the drying raisins from destruction. Along
the Rocky mountain plateau and the eastern
slope our stations are so numerous and our
system of distribution so perfect that the
sweep of every cold wave is heralded to every
ranch that has telegraphic communication.
In the cranberry marshes of Wisconsin the
flood gates are regulated by the frost warn-
ings of the bureau, and where formerly a
profitable crop was secured only once in sev-
eral years, it is now a rare exception that
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damage occurs. As we go farther south and

east, into the gulf and South Atlantic states,
our frgst warnings are made with a greater
degree of accuracy than il any other part of
the country. We find the growers of sugar
cane in Louisiana, the truck-growers from
Norfolk south to Jacksonville and the orange
growers of Florida timing their operations
by the frost warnings of the bureau. From
the estimates of these industrialists, it is
indicated that the amount annually saved to
them is far greater than that expended for
the support of the entire department.

Under the direction of Secretary Wilson,
we are now arranging with Europe and the
Azore islands for the receipt of meteorological
reports, which, in connection with our pres-
ent extensive system, will enable us to fore-
cast wind direction and wind foree for trans-
atlantic steamers for a period of three days
out from each continent. This extension of
the meteorological service has long been
sought by mariners. The new German cable
from Lisbon to New York enables us to get
dlrect communication with several islands,
the reports from which are necessary in the
taking up of this new and important work.

Forecasting Floods and Freshets.

No less valuable is the ﬂood warning ser-
vice which 18 in operation “along our largs
river courses. So much advance has been
made in forecasting flood stages that it is now
possible to foretell three to five days in ad-
vance the height of the river at a given point
to within a few inches. The danger line at
every city has been accurately determined and
charted, so that when a flood is likely to ex-
ceed the danger limit reeidents of low dis-
tricts and merchants having goods stored im
cellars are notified to move their property
out of ;reach of the rising waters. An illus-
tration of the efficiency of this system wag
ghown during the great flood of 1897,
Throughout nearly the whole area that was
submerged the warning bulleting preceded
the flood by several days,, and the statisti-
cians of the government estimate that $15,000,-
000 worth of live stock and movable property
was removed to high ground as the result of
the forewarnings. These warnings” are dis-
tributed from fifteen river centers, at each
of which a trained forecaster is located who
daily is In possession of such measurements
of precipitation on watersheds and such up-
river water gtages as are necessary to enable
him to make an intelligent prediction for his
own district. On account of the recent disas-
ters from floods in the rivers of Texas, steps
are now being taken to establish a flood:
warning service specially for that state.

Measurements of snowfall in the high
mountain ridges of Montana, Wyoming, Ida-
ho, Utah, Arizona and New Mexico during the
past several years have given us information
that now enables us to make & very accurate
estimate in the spring as to the supply of
water from this source that is to be expected
during the growing season. In this way the
weather service has been brought into close
contact with those interested in {rrigation
and has become a valuable aid to them.

Weather Service in the Future.

It may be asked what are the prospects
for an improvement in the accuracy of the
weather forecasts during the coming century.
To this it may be answered that when our
extensive system of daily observations has
been continued for another generation or two
a Kepler or 2 Newton may discover such
fundamental principles underlying weather
changes as will make it possible to foretell
the character of coming seasons. If this
discovery shall ever be made it will doubt-
less come as the result of a comprehensive
study of meteorological data of long periods,
covering some great area like the United
States. While we cannot make such predic-
tion to-day, we feel that we are laying the
foundation of a system that will adorn the
civilization of future generations. At the
present time I know of no scientific man who
essays to make long-range predictions. In
closing this paper I would especially cau-
tion the public against the imposture of char-
latans who simply prey upon the credulity
of the people. I belleve it to be impossible
for any one to make a forecast based upon
any principles of physics or upon any empiric
rule in meteorology for a perlod weeks and
months in advance.

el Thvire..

Copyright, 1901, by P. Edgar.

The eity of Indore lies in the central prov-
ince of India, on the northern side of the
Vindya Mountains, and distant from Bombay
about three hundred miles. Among the foot
hills of the mountains are the ruins ot

what was once the largest temple in India.
These ruins were known to and visited by
British soldiers long before the great mutiny,
but it was not until about the year 1860,
when the English had a firm grip on the
country agaln, that vague rumors of hidden
tregsure became kncwn. How it started no
one could recall, but it was generally be-
lieved that a rajah had secreted a vast store
of gems in the ruins during the mutiny. As
he was among the slain, the gems still lay
hidden where his own hands had placed them.

A year after the mutiny had been quelled,
the government sent out a searching party
after this wealth, but after spending a month
among the ruins it gave up the quest. - Then
proclamation was made offering half to the
finder, but no one came forward. Still later,
a syndicate was formed to prosecute the
search, and a large sum of money was spent
without satisfactory results. Every English
officer stationed at Indore had dreamsof this
treasure, said toc be worth at least $4,000,000,
and occasionally one got leave of absence
only to spend weeks in the search. It was
worse than looking for a needle in a hay-
stack. About five acres of debris were to
be overhauled, In spme places the great
stone blocks were piled twenty feet high and
overgrown with vines and bushes, and the
smallest of them could not be moved with-
out the strength of three or four men. It
was a rare hiding place, whether the gems
had been secreted in an underground cham-

of Indore.

ber, or only dropped into an lnterstire be-
tween two blocks.

In the year 1871 there was a fresh story out
about the ruins. For years and years no
tiger had been seen in that neighborheod,
but the presence of one was now reported.
He had been seen on the outekirts of .the
ruins by natives and soldiers alike. It was
whispered among the natives that the spirit
of the dead rajah, fearing that the treasure
would at length be discovered by his hatred
enemies, had sent the tiger to guard it, The
idea was ridiculed by all white men, bf
course, yet they had to acknowledge that
there was something queer about the ap-
pearance of a tiger in that neighborhood.
Those who had seen him, pronounced him a
tremendous animal. He did not range away
from the ruins. Neither did he attack people
passing along the highway, or the ryots tend-
ing their cattle on the grazing grounds close
by.

As soon as it was an established fact that
a tiger had taken up his quarters amidst the
ruins, a dozen officers planned a hunt for
him. In the course of a courle of weeks
he was seen several times, but though he
was fired upon at point-blank range he was
not hit. Then he turned about and became
the hunter. In two days he killed two offi-
cers and two gunbearers. These menr were
seeking him among the ruins and he am-
bushed them. The bodies strangely enough
were not mutilated. If the tiger did not kill
cattle nor devour his human victims what
did he subsist on?

All this gossip about the ruing and the
gems and the tiger was told a guest one
evening by the commissioner on the veranda
of his bungalow. He had all faith in the
story of the treasure. He had investigated
it until he was sure the gems were still
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there, Queerly enough, he also took stock
in the tiger story. That is, he half agreed
with the natives that the beast had been
sent as a further protection, but there was
no doubt that he would soon be killed off.
Then he told his dream about the treasure.
He had seen a strong box in a cave in the
midst of the ruins. And as soon as the
tiger Wad been killed or driven away he
meant to look for the cave.

During the commissioner’s talk one of his
servants hung about when there was no
need of his services, listening closely to all
that were saild. Millions of dollars in treas-
ure was secreted by natives during the mu-
tiny, and in no instance was a store house
ever betrayed to the British. The natives
either entered into possession or kept the
secret. Wine had loosened the commissioner’'s
tongue and in contempt for his ‘‘nigger’’ he
made no secret of his hopes and intentions.
A word or two of warning was of no avail.
The native was abject and servile to a con-
temptible degree, and the idea of his crossing
his master’s path was not to be dreamed of.

During the next two weeks the tiger killed
another officer and two beaters, and then of
a sudden he was to be seen no more. The
ruins were beaten up half a dozen times in
vain. This left the commissioner free to
work his plan. Two days later, accompanied
by two of his civil employes, the commis-
sioner proceeded to the ruins. His visit,
though intended to be secret, had to be made
by daylight. In the middle of .the ruins,
where the blocks were piled the highest and
the tangle was the greatest, he uncovered a
cave. Strictly speaking, it had uncovered
itself by the sliding down of a block of stone,
but of all the people who had wandered over

the ruins none had noticed it. There was

By Pettigrew Edgar.

every evidence that the tiger had made this
spot his lair, but on the floor was a strong
box which had been battered open, while
scattered about were half a dozen gems.

Some one had discovered and borne away
the rajah’s treasure. Who that some one
was the commissioner soon discovered. As he
was making his way out of the ruins he
came across the dead body of his eavesdrop-
ping servant, and not far away the bloated
carcass of the tiger. The beast was truly
the largest of his species, and his enormous
teeth and claws were in good working order.
Beside the corps of the servant was a leather
bag, but it was torn and empty. The man
had started to carry the gems away, but the
tiger, still lurking in the ruins, had sprung
upon and killed him. And yet how came the
beast dead? Where had the gems gone?

The commissioner raised no alarm, but
upon his return he related the particulars to
a few intimate friends. It was queer talk,
and as a matter of fact his friends began to
believe the man daft or joking. Nevertheless
they suggested that the tiger must have
swallowed the treasure, which had proved
too much for him. He received the remarks
in earnest, and sure enough they did solve
the mystery. It was not to his benefit, how-
ever, nor to that of the government. Next
day he returned to the ruins to find that the
carcass of the tiger had been dissected. One
single ruby had been left in the stomach, and
only one. There must have béen more than
one native in the plot, but their identity has
never been discovered. Only those who turned
them into cash can tell but doubtless it was
thousands and thousands of dollars. Per-
haps some of the rarest stones to be found
in England, France or America to-day came
from that collection.
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Another Billion Dollar One.

made during the last few days on the grand
plan for consolidating the public utilities of
Greater New' York under the one manage-
ment. The success of the project may now

be said to be distinctly within ,reach. The
combination is all-embracing in its scope and
includes not only the surface and elevated
street rallroad properties as originally con-
templated, but the gas, electric lighting and
telephone companies as well. The monster
combination will, if the plans of the pro-
moters go through, have a capitalization of
nearly if not quite a billion dollars, thus
being second only to the big steel combine.

Buying Up the l;-o:k.

There has been heavy but not aggressive
buying of the securities of the several com-
panies involyed for more than a month in
anticipation of the successful consummation
of the deal and to concentrate the holdings
as much as possible, On the stock exchange
an attempt has been made to produce the
impression that a big short interest devel-
oped in Metropolitan and Brooklyn Rapid
Transit, and that the buying strength shown
was due to the buying to fill outstanding
contracts. To emphasize this idea, there has
been ostentatious borrowing of stocks by pool
brokers and other well-known devices have
been reso to for eye-blinding purposes.
But all the while the central powers have

goes on the expectations of the insiders be-
come brighter. The project, as outlined, is
not a new one, but its realization has peemod
to be one of these remote propositions that
is only worked up once in a century. The
present would appear to be the near ocedsion
for the blooming of this particular century
plant. Persons not addicted to rainbow con-
struction or day dreaming are

conldenttht thcmu-pmuahn

April 27.—Substantial (progress has been.|

been accumulating stocks, and as the time |

ity.. The history of Wall street for the last
thirty days fairly bristles with facts and in-
cidents confirmatory of the evolution of the
mighty enterprise. Now that the giants of
the street have demonstrated what can be
done in the way of titanic consolidation, the
task no longer appears disheartening.

Bidding for the Octopi.

No longer will New York state be unable to
compete with New Jersey in the treatment
of corporations. And no longer will corpora-
tions which are really New York corporations
be obliged to incorporate in New Jersey and
nomin\lly be New Jersey corporations in or-
der to escape from the unwarranted condl-
tions imposed on them by the laws of this
state. Along the lines recommended in the
annual message of Governor Odell when he
assumed the duties of his office last Janu-
ary, the legislature has amended the corpora-
tion laws so that many of our big interests
will now be able to have their legal as well
as thelr actual headquarters on this side of
the North river, and the treasury of the state
of New. York will gain at the expense of the
treasury of New Jersey. Some of the needed
legislation is already on the statute books
and the rest of it will be there before many
days. Then the disadvantages under which
this state has for years been laboring will
be entirély removed and the taxpayers will
be treated to the rather unusual hight of
money rolling into the state’s coffers in the
form of taxes pud by incorporating com-
panies,

No I.u Cemr.te Holdings.

Forlﬁay years the legislators of this state
suffered from the delusion that they should
“rub it in” on the corporations just as hard
as the latter would stand it. The lawmakers
went on the principle that the corporationg
were fit subjects for hold-up purposes, and
proceeded to put the theory into practice,
with the result that New Jersey passed a few
liberal eorﬁriuou ‘laws and got all the busi-

- eo...qlu found it to be an easy
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matter to file their papers at Trenton for a
small fraction the cost would have been at
Albany, and then, with the Jersey charter,
to come into this city and go right ahead
with their business. Within the month we
will have a law fixing the tax on capital of
incorporating companies at ome-twentieth of
1 per cent, as against a tax of one-eighth of
1 per cent now. The Jersey rate is one-
fittieth of 1 per cent. But even now many
iiberal amendments have been made to the
corporation law, covering the transfer of
stock, enlarging the debt-making powers of
boards of directors and making other broad
changes. New York state has evidently got
over its foolishness in this respect and Jolned
the procession. ;

Express Company Combine.

After months of persistent rumors concern-
ing an impending econsolidation of all the
express companies of the country, it appears
to be coming about gradually along the lines
of James J. Hill's “‘community of fnterests’
plan. The United States Express company,
of which Senator Thomas C. Platt is the pres-
ident, shows the first indications of this, for,
in the election of directors of the company,
just held, representatives of the American
Expreu company, of the Wells-Fargo Ex-
press company and of the firm of J. P. Mor-
gan & Co., were admitted'to the board ef di-
rectors. Tho president of the Adams Express
company, L. C, Weir, and the president of
the American Express company, James C.
Fam, are now both direetors of the United
States company, and although the consolffia-
tion of the carrying companies into one great
corporation is'denied, the mere ,facts that
show on the surface of the election of di-
rectors of the United States company indi-
cates mighty close aliatioffin of interests. It
is the ‘‘community of interests’’ idea, with
all its beautles, and Is, beyond all question
or donht, a forerunner of cnothor great trust.
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ful advance in the prices of shares in tha
various express companies, for wily Wall
street has glanced dver the statements made
by the expressmen and has' gone right to
work buying the stocks in the face of the
assertions of the express companies that no
closer alliance 18 to be attempted. One rea-
son ascribed to the latest turn of affairs if
that the United States Express company pos-
Sesses one of the richest plums ever given
an express company in that it has an exclu-
sive contract with the government to handle
the shipments of currency and specle. This
is enommous. The Adams, American, United
States and Wells-Fargo companies practlcally
control the business of the entire country,
and now they are all practically one organiza-
tion, working in absolute harmony. The
combined capital is nearly $50,000,000,

A Nest of Anarchists.

It really seems about time the federal, state
and local authorities should get together and

‘clean out the anarchistic propaganda working

from Paterson, N.-J., and this city. It has
been clearly shown that the plot to assassi-
nate the late Humbert of Italy was hatched
in New York and Paterson, and now reports
come to hand that the same anarchistio
bodies are plotting for the lives of the pres-
ent rulers of Germany, Russia and Italy.
Those friendly powers have a right to pro-
test to this government against permitting
such. plans to be fomented here, and this
government, 1t would seem, owes it to itself
to put a sudden quietus to the persons en-
gaged In concocting such vile enterprises.
This country, and principally this cjty, seems
to get about all the anachistic scum of the
earth &after the other places get too hot for
the flaunters of the red flag. Here the bomb-
throwers and stilletto experts appear to have
full swing to go ahead and lay any sort of
plans they see fit to make to aid. in the ex-
termination of rulers of friendly governs
ments. Some of the leading anarchists are
located in New York and are well-known
figures on the streets. Others make thele
homes in Paterson. N. N A
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