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THOSE AFFIDAVITS

The Minneapolis policemen are reported
to have shown great .alacrity in making
affidavit to their freedom from _political
assessment . after it had been suggested
to thenr that such affidavits were desired
by their supcrioxi. Of course there was
no compulsion or intimidation. Every of-
ficer could make affidavit or not, just as
he pleased.

These voluntary affidavits and the man-
ner of their getting recalls the story of
the Michigan farmer whose two sons were
about to cast their first ballots. The old
man was a democrat, but he lectured the
boys long and earnestly about the wis-
dom of making their own political affilia-
tions without regard.to his. He wanted
them to be free and independent citizens.
When the polling place was reached he
gave his sons both democratic and repub-
lican tickets and again adjured them to
vote according to their own judgments.

“But —— you,” he added, *‘if you vote
the republican ticket don’'t you ever dare
to set foot in my house again.”

Dr. W. A. Croffut of Washington, a one-
time Minneapolis newspaper man, has of-
fered to go to Pretoria as consul there,
offering as a reason for his appointment
his willingness to live on the salary of
$2,000. Dr. Croffut does not lack in abil-
ity to fill the office, but his offer to ac-
cept an appointment from this adminis-
tration, in view of his intense opposition
to it on account of its foreign policy,
and his energetic campaigning against
it, is rather unexpected.

RECIPROCITY TREATIES

The democratic newspapers last week
had a deal to say about the speech of
Senator Beveridge and the utterances of
other individual republicans and of some
republican journals on the subject of recip-
rocal trade or trade concessions as in-
evitable, if we wish to retain the com-
mercial gains and markets which we have,
in the last few years, acquired.

The democrets take the ground that the
republican party is abandoning protection
and is on the way to the adoption of dem-
ocratic free trade. They talk as if they
really believe this. If reciprocity is a
test of democracy it is remarkable that
in 1894, the democratic party, in full con-
trol of legislation, repealed the tariff of
1890 which embodied several concessional
articles and, in constructing a new tariff,
omitted any reference to reciprocal trade.
When these gentlemen had the opportu-
nity they carefully refrained from actual-
izing what they are pleased to call ‘“‘dem-
ocratic doctrine.” So much for demo-
cratic consistency! The republican party
in 1890 was so pleased with the result of
the limited reciprocity embodied in the
tariff of 1890, that, in 1896, the republi-
can convention which nominated McKinley
declared as a cardinal doctrine of republi-
can faith that “protection and reciprocity
are twin measures of republican policy
and go hand in hand,” and that ‘“both
must be re-established” and that ‘“reci-
procity builds up foreign trade and finds
an outlet for our-surplus.”

The doctrine was heartily accepted by
McKinley and he still accepts and recog-
nizes it, and, last year, the republican
party reiterated the doctrine, so that it
cannot be denied that reciprocity is ac-’
cepted republican doctrine. It is empha-
sized mow because the senate declined at
the last session to ratify a dozem reci-
procity treaties negotiated by Commis-
sioner Kasson with certein Spanish-Amer-
jean countries and with France and other
European countries, which would, beyond
doubt, be of great commercial value to our
country. The -fact that no action was
taken on these treaties reflects upon the
republican party and exposes it to the
charge of inconsistency.

This is unfortunate, but the indifference
of the senate majority to the treaties cer-
tainly does not reflect the attitude of the
party. France, Germany and other con-
tinental governments are now beginning
to ber out our products by high and even
prohibitory duties. Deldberate threats are
made in Burope‘to declare a tariff war and
wall us out of Burope's markets. As it
{s very desirable to find outlets for our
surplus produets, and this process will be-
fore long become urgent, the republican
tariff declarations of 1896 and 1900 ere
certainly wise and prescient.

The republican party, as a great na-
tional party, has, through its whole
career, wrought out policies which have

been demomstrably in the public, the
national interest, end, to its policies and
principles, the tremendous progiess -and
development of the last third of a cen-
tury are due. The policy of protection
has built up great industries whose prod-
ucts are sent throughout the world and
some of them do not need the aid of high
customs duties, and wisdom suggests modi-
fication. And our great success in ampli-
fying our foreign markets and Europe’s
tariff menaces suggest with equal force
the wisdom of concessions to foreign ne-
tions, that, through reciprocity, we may
continue and amplify our foreign trade
and not.lose a large percentage of it by
a senseless and wasting international war
of retaliatory tariffs.

WORK FOR 1HE GRAND JURY

Whether the remarkable testimony
given in Judge _L_lceGe's court Saturday
startled any of the citizens of Minneapolis
or not probably depended a good deal upon
what ideas they had previously enter-
tained of this administration.

-The charges against the administration
of connivance at violation of law, of
sheltering crime and vice, of profiting by
the unusual offensiveness and obtrusive-
ness of the criminal classes, are, as we
understand, to be the subject of investi-
gation by the grand jury. We hope that
that investigation wili be thorough and
exhaustive, ‘and that the whole truth will
be developed. The charges made are se-
rious; the (impression which prevails
throughout the community is condemna-
tory of the administration, and the au-
thoritles themselves are entitled to a
thorough vindication, if the facts war-
rant such a finding. On the other hand,
if they do not the community is entitled
to know what its official representatives
are doing and to learn the details of any
bargains, contracts, understandings or
compromises that may have been made
with the gambling business, the liquor
trafic, the social evil and other things
requiring the rigid execution of punitive
and restrictive laws. The administration
needs this vindication and it cannot afford
to lay any obstacles in the way, for this
much is apparent, that whether the ad-
ministration be guilty as charged, if it
intended to profit by the prevalence of
vice, it would probably adopt such a-policy
as has been pursued by this inistra-
tion since the first of the year. It would
permit gambling to become more open,
extensive and more rapacious than ever.
it would grant to the saloon men the
widest license. The criminal classes would
congregate in great numbers and pursue
their otcupation with apparently little re-
straint.

We do not say that the administration
in any of its departments has been profit-
ing by this cendition eof affairs, but only
that if it intended to profit through its
treatment of these evils, one might expect
to find about such a state of affairs as has
existed in4his city for several months.

CLEWS ON THE SPECULATIVE MOVE-

MENT

Mr. Henry Clews, the sage commentator
on Wall street situations, is of the opin-
fon that there are few indications that
the culmination of the great speculative
‘“boom” is near at hand. He thinks that
so long as the deals for railway con-
solidation continue, so long will advance
of prices continue, for every fresh con-
solidation favorably effects the prices of
the securities of the roads and there is no
doubt that this is, as Mr. Clews says, a
very effective support of the boom.
When the railway capitalists stop their
big purchases of railway stocks in mak-
ing their deals and begin to market them
again, Mr. Clews thinks the culmination
of the boom will come. 4

He is undoubtedly right in his view
that most of the speculative buying is
done by the interior and not by New
York. The New York public have not
been rushing into the arena with the
vehemence one might suppose. The best
eastern opinion is against the present
market. The west and south are con-
tributing very largely to the number of
lambs who will walk through the
slaughter pen when the boom collapses.
In these sections the people have been
prosperous and they are tempted to put
some of their accumulations in Wall
street, dazzled by the reports that some
one has cleared a million on Northern
Pacific or some other, stock. The west
cleared off its farming debts in 1898 and
even the “‘poor farmers,” paraded by
Bryan as “paupers,” have been loaning
their surplus funds ever since, and now
that the boom is on in Wall street, they,
as well as others in the west, have gone
in to speculate for the rise. g

It is possible, as Mr. Clews suggests,
that {.he west and south may turn up at
the close of the Wall street waltz with
a big load of stocks at excessive valua-
tions, while the eastern fellows will have
the cash. As a broker remarked the
other day: *“Prudent people do not get
along so fast as do plungers on the win-
ning side, but they last longer.” The
danger point is when speculation cuts
loose from all common sense calculations
and trusts to the public excitement to
keep up the advance movement of prlce's.
as was the case in Wall street in 1899.
At present Wall street is anticipating
conditions which it expects will exist in
the future. Under such hallucination
stock transactions lapse into gambling
operations. It is a good time now for
prudence to step im and put in a word
of counsel.

The Spoiled _» Writer m the May
Parent Forum has a good deal to

say about the spoiled par-
ent. There are a good
many mothers who are excused on the ground
of ‘“‘absorbiag parental affection” who are
really suffering from monumental selfishness.
The Forum article cites a case of a woman
now in middle life who has practically be-
come the slave to a mother's whims. - She
bas allowed an eccentric and invalidish par-
ent to absorb almost her every thought and
almost her ertire physical energy. She has
never passed a week away from her mother
and probably does not average imore than
cne waking hour of the twenty-four out of
her mother’s presence. Not .cnly does the
mother require physical offices of the daugh-
ter in preferunce to thcse of a servant or
nurse, but she insists upon practically per-
retual companionship. There is no reason or
excuse for the daughter’s lot, as the family
is wealthy and lives in luxury.

Of course, the daughter has never married
and in fact her social nature is largely
atrophied by this filial drudgery.

Nearly every ome can recall in his own
experience -ases similar to the above. The
epoiled parent is as dangerous to individual
freedom as the spoiled child. Sometimes “‘a
real good talking #0'" will open the eyes of
the party who is practicing without meaning
to do so a personal vampirism that is drain-
ing the life and youth from some innocent
victim. Often it is necessary to rise in re-
Lellion and refuse to act as a slave to any
one, however clotely the ties of relationship
or custom may bind ome. .

When the chair warmed by Grover Cleve-
land was essumed by Mr. McKinley on

$1,000,000,000. Is your little $5 bill counted in
this vast total, or did your best friend borrow
it until Saturday night?

Mi lis is thr d by a local Carrie
Nation who masticates the cloth in the bil-
liard parlors and threatens to hatchet what
she calls ‘‘the hellish places.” She 'does a
special turn against men with red cuffs who
have cigars in their faces. Keep one eye on
the door and the other on the ball.

The plutocratic peanut trust of Chicago has
just shipped one train of fifty car lods of this
delicious edible from Nortolk, Va., to Chi-
cago. The goobers will be put in machines
and will not come out until you have dropped
in a nickel. You then use the peanuts and
the trust finds use for the nickel,

John Brown's old room at Windsor, that
was kept sacredly closed by Queen Victoria,
has been turned into a billiard-room by the
king, who is not at all sentimental over the
late J. B.

The superstitious in England are worried
because a marble shaft fell out of Westmin-
ster abbey. As the abbey has been standing
for 600 years, it can be excused for wanting
to lie down. .

An eastern specialist says that a wooden-
legged man does not have grip.- Perhaps not,
but the general public will feel more sure of
the statement that he does not suffer from
corns.

We call for the indictment by the grand
jury of Tom Brown, secretary of the city
administration, for wearing kid gloves and
looking sleek and well fed. ~ g

Even the Chicago Journal says that that
town bhas six months of winter and six
months of bad weather. It’s all the fault of
the city council.

A New York waiter tried to *‘lick” a man
who accused him of belng a French count.
Now and then even the worm does a turn.

Some of the big chimneys still smoke a
little, but it must be put down to their
credit that they do not smoke cigarettes.

Rev. Dr. George Rainsford said ‘‘damn’’ in
and address and repeated it in an interview.
Whither is our beloved pastor drifting? -

The whole northwest shows a desire to be
put off at Buffalo with The Journal’s
Pan-American excursion.

Go-Won-Go-Mohawk will lay off to-day and

trip to the lake,

California is oiling some of her roads to lay
the dust. If anything will lay California
dust, it is great stuff.

The Kansas City Star speaks of Pierp Mor-
gan. This is lese majeste.

Well, how would you like tc be ‘‘the ice-
man’’ now?

AMUSEMENTS

Foyer Chat.

H. V. Esmond’s romantic love story, ‘“When
We Were I'wenty-one,” was presected in an
excellent mavner at the Metropolitan last
night by George Clarke and a company of
players of mcere than average ability. Mr.
Clarke's easy and natural method in the
portrayal of the lovable character of Richard
Carewe was very effective and won the ap-
freciation of the large audience. A review
of the production will appear in this col-
umn to-morrew.

“The Village Parson.’’ a five-act domestic
érama of intense interest, with many thrill-
ing situations and climaxes, will be pre-
sented ot the Metropolitan for the week be-
ginning Sundey, May 12. The scenes are laid
in Louisiana, and the scenic embellishments
are beautifal and elaborate. The sale of
seats will oper Thursday morning,

“Carl Carlson,” a Swedish-American com-
edy drama, by D. B. Sorlin, is the Bijou's
ctiraction for text weék. Arthir Donaldsen,
who assumss the title role, is not only a good
actor, but a magnificent singer. The man-
agement has provided Mr. Donaldson with
an excellent supporting company and elab-
orate stage settings.

“The Great White Diamond,” a thrilling
melodrama with Frank Hennig, a sterling
actor, in the title role, began a week’s. en-
gagement at tbhe Bijeu yesterday. The pro-
duction will be reviewed in this column to-
TMOTTOW.

MINNESOTA POLITICS

The David B. Hill boom is getting a good
start among Minnesota democrats. The Fari-
bault Pilot was the first to.declare for the
wizard of Wolfert’s Roost, and Senator John-
son, in the St. Peter Herald, falls promptly
into line with the following frank statement:

Hill is a great leader. He comes from the
pivotal state. He fights the Tammany tiger
and is a man big enough to be president of
the United States. Minnesota should declare
for him at its next state convention and
thereby remove all doubt as to the choice of
the democracy upon the question. Bryan is
out of the question. Overwhelmingly defeated
in two presidentlal elections, he would go inte
the campaign handicapped by previous de-
feats, while Hill, on the other hand, would
have the strength which would come with his
reputation as a winner.

Ther are many kinds of democrats in Min-
nesota. Senator Johnson and Editor Shields
represent one kind; but they will have a
hard time convincing other varieties that the
interest of the party demends the selection
of the silent man. The populists who have
allled themselves with democracy will re-
member Donnelly’s great argument against
fusion, that the eastern plutocratic wing of
the democracy would eventually dictate terms
to the more radical western branch. The
strongest argument in Minnesota against
Hill's nomination, from a political stand-
point, will be that it means a great revival
of populism.

Senator Sivright has advised his constitu-
ents not to pay the state tax on dogs, on the
ground that the famous ‘‘dog bill” is double
taxation and unconstitutional. The validity
of the act will doubtless be tested in the
courts this year.

Charles E. Vasaly, the Little Falls editor,
is being accused of making ‘‘goo-goo eyes’
at the democratic nomination for congress in
the sixth district. —C. B. C.

“DEAD AND DOWN”

Faribault Democrai—The Minneapolis Jour-
nal deserves credit for its effort to place be-
fore the public the true situation regarding
the cuiting of green timber on the Leech
Lake and other reservations, under the head
of dead and down timber. The fact is plain
enough, and has been for years, that the lum-
bermen are determined to get the timber,
and they will get it unless there is concerted
action on the part of people and government
to prevent it.

Faribault Republican—A special agent of
the Minneapolis Journal has been investi-
gating the operations of lumbermen in the
Chippewa reservation, and reports that out of
49,000,000 feet of timber cut 9,000,000 feet of
green timber have been cut as ‘‘dead and
down” in violation of the law. The inhab-
itants of that region generally are opposed
to the setting apart of the land for a park
and pay little regard to the timber law. In
one case it ig claimed that a man who has
been convicted of attempting to start timber
fires was given a contract this season to cut
1,300,000 feet of timber. It seems plain that
the early establishment of a park offers the
only hope for the preservaticn of any part
of the magnificent forests that are native to
that part of the state.

Itasca News—The Minneapolis Journal is
making some stunning exposes in the Chip-
pewa reservation logging matters. The pa-
per's managers took it upon themselves to
make a searching investigation of the past
winter’'s operations, and the paper is out
with the statement now that the majority of
camps had no regard for the law in taking
dead and down timber, and made it a single
positive point to take everything “in sight.”
* * ¢ Violations of the dead end down act
have become an old story, and it came with
good grace for The Jourmnalto call halt,
and in this as in all things it is not afraid
of the corporations when public robbery is
to be exposed—and it isn’t = democratic pa-
per either. iz, " 2
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XIL—-JAMES J. HILL
Copyright, 1901, by Victor F. Ll-yson.

The face is one of singular interest. The
eyes are dark and piercing, now twinkling
with keen appreciation of your joke, if it be
neither seasoned too high nor ‘yet too ab-
Jectly tame; curiously interesting eyes, rc-
flecting many an electric change in the keen
mind. The forehead is high, broad, com-
manding. Back of it falls away, well down
to the shoulders, a shock of silver-streaked
hair, while the lower part of the face is cov-
ered with_a bushy, straggling beard, here
and there ‘whitening. The nose is promineunr,
the mouth a curlous combination of the se-
vere and the gentle; delicate, indeed, from
cne polnt of view, from another, strong and
virile. You may look for all sorts of words
frem such a mouth but the trivial and vapid
—words of keenest enjoyment of the beautiful,
words that bite like scorpions, words that
ring with the tense but never strident reso-
nance of authority. The figure is rather un-
der the normal, well-knit and strong of
frame. Seen in some lights, you would think
the man forelgn-born, from the Latin half of
Europe, so swarthy the tones of his face; but,
again, and when he speaks and moves, par-
ticularly, he is no more the man of the south,
but & conquering Saxon, born to rule.

It is:an inadequate picture of one of the
commanding figures of modern commercial
life, James J. Hill, president of the Great
Northern railroad, just now one of the lead-
ing members of a company of men, small
in numbers but mighty in financial power, a
company that makes the world pause and
wonder what will be next, what move they
will make upon the fascinating, ever-chan-
ging chessboard of finance where skill is
everything, luck nothing.

His Appreciation of Merit.

While perhaps finance, or, in a more re-
gtricted sense, the feature of modern com-
mercial life which we call railroading, mignt
be called the chief passion of his life, that
to which he gives himself with an untiring
devotion, yet it would be unfair to set him
down as a man of one idea, and that the size
of a piece of gold. In his beautiful home
in the eity of St. Paul, on the show street of
that city, Summit avenue, Mr. Hill has built
for himself and his large family a noble
residence, one of the finest private residences
in the central west. In this residence he
built a splendid art gallery and stocked it
with the best that money could buy. Years
ago he began buying pictures; as soon, in
fact, as he w; able to make investments
of that kind he bought and bought, and he
keeps buying. It is supposed that he has a
gallery in money value worth at least $1,000,-
000, but it represents a sum far and away be-
yond this—that not-to-be-estimated sum
which represents the ever-enhancing value
of great works of art. If you know of a new
artist who is sure to ‘“‘arrive’’—and he does
not know of the same man—be sure you
have hit upon a fruitful topic, for he is ever
on the lookout for the mew man in art just
as he is on the lookout for the new man in
rallroading. He is quick and keen to find
and follow up merit,

He has devoted himself to art just as he
has devoted himself to everything' else—
whole-heartedly. He must know all about a
picture, he must know its genesis, its author’s
character, its story. You will find him, if
you chance to be his guest, as delightful a
conversationalist on the subject of pictures
as he is direct and laconic should you meet
him in the line of business. .

Practical and Far-Sighted Methods.

Whatever Mr. Hills knows, he knows, there
is no half-way matter about it. When his
railroad had grown stronger and stronger un-
til it was coming to be known as a leading
feature of northwestern life, he determined
to lead the farmers along the lines of his
road into more independent ways, to try
to help them while he helped himself. It Is
not every year that the wheat crop is boun-

2as the soil of a Red River valley beneath
.t, rich to prodigality, one which, while it
must some day succumb. if not properly ro-
-ated, is yet a soil of marvelous fecundity.
30 he began to talk live stock—better sf b
dner strains, better milkers, better beef cat-
tle, more of them. He posted himself on the
subject; one might almost say he exhausted
‘he subject. Not only did he give advice, but
bhe put it into practical effect on his own
stock farm. ° - k

Whenever he was given an opportunity to
make a speech before.a body of farmers he
made it, a terse, forceful, homely worded
speech,  direct, understandable, without
frills or furbeiows. He told the farmers they

cific coast aund the orient, which will be,
when completed, the two largest vessels on
the oeeans. Even the Deutschland and
Oceanic will be eclipsed by these new levia-
thians, as each will be 680 feet long, and:built
to carry between them a cargo as great as
could be hauled on seventy railroad trains,
each train composed of twenty-five of the
iargest freight cars.

These ships are to run in conneetion with
Mr. Hill’'s railroad, and will ferm no incon-
‘siderable facicr in the development of na-
tional trade with the far east.

How Young Hill Got His Start.
It ‘does not seem too great a stretch of

must school themselves to better
farmers, to be broad-minded farmers, not
one-idea farmers. I suppose if the number
of farmers throughout the northwest who
Lbave been aided by Mr. Hill in a very direct
end practical way to increase and enrich
their stock, stould be enumerated, it would
Le found that the list is a long and striking
one. Naturally, it was to his interests that
the farmers should produce that which would
keep his wheels turning, but it was some-
thing far more to their individual interest

stat t to call Mr. Hill a born promoter of
transportation. It was but a short time after
Le arrived .n St. Paul before he became in-
terested in that subject. It was not railroad
transportation that first enlisted his atten-
tion, nor stesmship transportation; it was,
if current local history is to ‘be relied upon,
& city dray. When he went to St. Paul he
was 4 young man, not yet out of his teens.
He was ready to do whatever came to his
Land. If he did indeed drive a dray, be
sure he drove it to the very best possitle

than to his c¢wn.

JAMES

His Study of the Far East.

One of the peculiarities of Mr. Hill—-though
it muy hardly be called a peculiarity, for it
is an attribute of all men who are masters
of their trade—is that whatever he wants
to know about he wants to know about to
the last degree; he can leave nothing to con-
jecture. Fo- example, he saw in the far
east magnificent undeveloped pcssibilities for
foreign trade. He is a carrler of trade
products. He ‘set himself to the task of
knowing China, Japan and the whole east. It
is said that there are few mgen in the United
States who so thoroughly ow the orient
as does Mr. Hill—not encyclopedic or his-
torical or etbnological knowledge, necessar-
ily, but that which serves as & basis for trade
present and trade to come, an intimate, per-
sonal knowledge, so to speak, with the needs
of the Asfatiz and how to satisfy those needs.

An indication of his appreciation of the
situation, his grasp of elstern possibilities, Is
seen in the fact that there are now building
in an eastern shipyard for the steamship
company of vhich Mr. Hill is the president,

teous; it ’s ‘mot ‘every wheat region that

two steamers for.the trade between the Pa-

advantage, taking into account the prevailing

J. HILL,

competition conditions, and availing himself
of every oppcrtunity to give his patrons a
prompt service at a minimuin of expense and
a2 maximum of profit.

He was borr in Guelph, Ont., in 1828, and
it was iu 1856 when he reached St. Paul—
young, sturdy, ambitious, moneyless, hopeful,
¢hrewd, industrious. What morz was needed?
He was not ashamed to turn his hand to
manual labor when other cpportunities did
not appear 'o nis taste, but it was not long
before hne aitracted the attention of older
inen, and a year or two after he reached St.
Paul, then a thriving frodtier town of 6,000
inhabitants, Le became the local agent of a
Mississippi river steamship company, the
Northwestern Packet company, and remained
with the company until 1867.

He Gets His First Railroad.

In the year 1873 a railroad which had been
struggling along in the region—the St. Paul
& Pacific—defaulted on the interest on its
bonds. There was $33,000,000 in principal and
interest outstanding against the road, the

list"'fbf Nitiont;l Rgpﬁtation.

' : ;
outlook for an early funeral was promising
A young man who by dint of much hard work
and thrift had accumulated a fortune of well
on to $100,000—no small sum for the day and
region—made up his mind that here was an
opportunity, coming but once in a lifetime.
How to get hold of this property with =o
small a capital was a problem ‘yet to be
solved; but the young man, this same “Jim"
Hill, wasted no time in speculation. He said
he would have the road, and have it he did.
It took tremendous work; it involved ar-
rangements of various kinds with men far
more prominent in the financial world than
himself; it called into play every element
of diplomacy at his command.

It was not smooth sailing by any means,
Many predicted failure apd a lesser man
would have succumbed. At last, however, he
secured control of all the property, and the
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba road was
born. Mr. Hill became general manager of
the new road, and when it was at last merged
into the present property, the Great North-
ern, he became president, a position which
he still holds.

A Power in the Industrial World.

From a day laborer on the docks of St

Paul to the presidency of one of the leading
railroads of America, becoming the confidant
and counselor of some of the leaders of the
financial world from both sides of the ocean,
is the stride of a Colossus. The current
newspaper accounts of his part in the mighty
industrial movements of the day suggest that
the world has not heard the last of him.
In addition to his interest in land transpor-
tation Mr. Hill early looked into the possibil-
ities of the Great Lakes. He has not been
confined to wheat alone, but lumber and iron,
two commedities easily transportable by lake
route, have found ships- of his building,
while the two finest passenger boats on the
great lakes are in commission under his con-
trol. He has a beautiful steam yacht for his
own private uses, one of the finest afloat, its
value running up into the hundreds of thou-
sands. 3

His Leading Characteristics.

Perhaps the reasons for the success of this
man may be included in these brief sugges-
tions,

First—Large native ability diplomatically
handled.

Second—An iron will. -

Third—Supreme confidence in the excellence
of his own judgment,

If you should add to this a power to inter-
est men with money to invest, perhaps the
picture would be more complete, for certainly
Mr. Hill has the confidence of the financial
world as but few men possess it.

The president of the Great Northern Rail-
way company is to-éday one of the command-
ing figures in an era of great financial events,
Whatever one may hold as to the desirability
of allowing one man, or one set of men, to
maintain so powerful a grip upon the indus-
trial forces of the nation, one may not omit
in any consideration of the subject this stur-
dy, compast, sphinx-like, powerful figure, one
of the masters of men.

“Jim" Hill and His Early Friends.

Away up in a little Canadian city I met one
summer day a gigantic man—large in physi-
cal and mental stature—a superintendent of a
part of the educational system of the Domin-
ion,

““Yes,"” he said, in the midst of a conversa-
tion, ‘‘Jim Hill is a big man, a great man,
but he is not so big that he forgets his early
iriends.”” Then he fell to talking about the
president when he was a grocer's clerk in
the tiny Canadian town near which he was
born; how much he was liked and respected
by the people who knew him-as a sober, quiet
lad; how as the years had passed and great
fortune had come to him, he had never for-
gotten his old neighbors, but had remembered
them in most practical ways, prominent
among them being the employment of ths
sons of some of his old comrades in his great
office in St, Paul. Not all the success whicl
had made him a power in two worlds had
dulled in the least degree the interest he had
in his humble, old-time friends.

bonds being held mainly in Amsterdam. The
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“Why didn’t I marry Mirandy Howe?”’
exclaimed Hiram Hostetter, flushing angrily
in response to a taunt from the hostler.
“S'pose you ask Milt Burgess, over there,
why Re didn’'t marry her!”

The little crowd, loafing .in' front of the
livery stable in the country town, pricked
up its ears and concentrated its interest
on the hostler and Mr. Hostetter, Mr. Bur-
gess, in'the meantime, becoming more intent
upon the corncob pipe he was laboriously
constructing. .

“‘How’s that, Milt?’ inquired the hostler
in the same taunting tone. Evidently he
knew more of the inner history of IHostetter
and Burgess than the others did, for they
were all curiosity and had no comments
whatever to make, Both men were consider-
ably past middle age, and had come to the
town several years before from the hill
country, bringing no credentials other than
a desire to better their condition and a fair
ability to do so. They were sober, honest
and industrious, and beyond that their ac-
quaintances took no concern. The hostler,
in his more prosperous days, had made a
number of trips into the hill country, buying
horses, and had heard some of the legends
of that section.

“Oh, you git it out of Hi, if you kin,”
responded Mr. Burgess, without looking up
from his work,

“] never did hear the straight of it,”” said
the hostler, the taunting tone giving place
to one of soft persuasion, “‘and I'm sure these
gents ought to know jt, just for the sake of
your reputations. Don’t you think 202 - »

“Well, I ain’t objectin’,”” admitted Mr. Bur-
gess, “if Hi wants to tell about it.”

“You tell it, Milt,” pleaded Mr. Hostetter.

“No, you do it, Hi,” insisted Mr. Burgess.
“T kin make a better cob pipe than you kin,
but you kin outtalk me. You know that’s
what Mirandy al’ays said.

Mr. Hostetter's face flushed, . partly with
pride, partly with embarrassment.

“Ef you re'ly want to know the per-
tickelars,” he said, ‘“‘and Milt's willin’, I
reckon'I might as well tell it so's you'll git
it kerrect. You see, me and Milt was both
eourtin’ Mirandy, fit to kill and murder, and
it was nip and tuck atween us fer two vear er

more. As Milt says, T was a talkin’er man
than him, but he owned a farm, and there
is women that sees more in a farm than per-
lite conversation, other things bein’ equal.
As fer me and Milt, diarespective of substan-
tials, Mirandy liked me'”

“Hi was a heap sight better lookin’ in
them days than he is now,” explained Mr.
Burgess, whose personal beauty was not,
to put it mildly, exactly phepomenal.

modestly. “But as I was sayin’, Mirandy
kinder liked me a shade batter, and with
that and my talkin’ I was neck and neck with
Milt's farm. It kep’ gittin’' from bad to wuss
twixt me and Milt, though we’'d been pard-
ners fer years, so's to'rds the ‘last we got
riled every time we met up with each other,
and folks begun sayin’ there was as likely
to be a funeral on the creek as a weddin’.
Mirandy seemed to injoy it, though, and kep’
us on the tenter hooks, smilin’ fust one’ way
and then t'other, and aggin’ us on all the
time.””

“Mirandy could be the saggravatin'est crit-
ter,” commented Mr. Burgess half to him-
self, and dreamily, as out of the dead past.

“Much obleeged, Milt,”” acknowledged Mr.
Hostetter. ‘‘As I was sayin’, tlings kep’ git-
tin' more skeow-wowed, and me and Milt
kep' gettin’ closeter and closeter, and like
as not we'd a-clinched some day right where
we met, bu: Mirandy packed up her duds
and went over into the adj'inin’ county to
teach winter school, and when she was gone
me and Milt shied off fer awhile and didn't
kave no grievance ag'in each other—least-
ways not in sight. Mirandy, so we heard,
had a sight of beaus where she was teachin’
but she never told nobody at home about
her business in that line when she come
back, three :r four times, visitin’. The school
lasted three months, ahd when it was out,
Mirandy showed up ag'in, and was jist as
smilin’ at me and Milt as ever. Smilin’er, I
reckon, fer before we knowed where we was
at, we had fit, tooth and toe-nail for. her,
right in the road. Neither one of us got the
wust, but poth of us got it purty bad, and
80 we agreed to shoot it off with our shotguns
and settle 1t fer once and all.”

Mr. Burgess stopped work on his cob pipe

long enough to chpckle audibly at some-

“Much obleeged, Milt,”’ said Mr. Hostetter

-

thing or oth2r which Mr. Hostetter's remarks
had suggested. :

““Much obleeged, Milt,”" said Mr. Hostetter,
smiling himself. “As I was sayin’, we
agreed to shoot off the prize, and the live
man left over was to git the gal. You see,
each one of us was bettin' odds that he was
the chosing people.”

Again Mr. Burgess chuckled audibly.

‘““Much obleeged, Milt,”” said Mr. Hostet-
ter. ‘‘As I was sayin’, when we agreed to the
shootin’ propesiticn, we got a second apiece,
and a kind of a general superintendent to
manage the match, and we picked out a nice,
quiet place over in Brand's Holler, where
therc_was a moonshine still once, and no-
body had ever been there since the revenoos
Lad scattered it to the four winds, and wasn’t
likely to go, it was so dern lonesome. In
course, we swore everybody to eternal se-
crecy, but there’s no tellin’ how leaky a
tar’l is till 'you put water in it. Anyway
we was on rand prompt, for we meant busi-
ness, didn't we, Milt?"”

“‘Ruther, I reckon,” responded
gess to Mr. Hostettetr’'s appeal.
wasn’'t no ~owards, neither."”

“Much oblecged, Milt,”” said Mr. Hostetter,
gratefully. ““As I was sayin’, we was there
prompt and the general superintendent
ranged us up about twenty feet apart and
gave orders that we was not to shoot till
we got the word ‘Fire,’ after he had counted
three and drapped a hat.”

_“There wasn’t no foolishness about it, nei-

ther,” put in Mr. Burgess, ‘‘fer me and Hi
seen to it that they didn’t put up no job on
us by not loadin’ the guns right, fer when
they handed them to us, sayin’ they was all
right, we .poured a handful of duck shot
in each bar'l, so's shere wouldn’t be any
mistakes.”’

““Much obleeged, Milt,”” said Mr. Hostetter.
“As 1 was sayin’, we was to shoot at the
word and we stood lookin’ at each other with
murder stozkin’ out all over us till you
could 'a scraped It off with a chip. When a
man is bad in love, he's the wust, I reckon.
Anyway, we never said a word; no hand
shakin’, no nothin’; just cold killin‘ was what
we was there fer and we was goin’ to have
it. Our seconds kinder dallied around as
if they was waitin’ fer somethin’, but we

Mr, Bur-
“An’ we
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stood there vaitin' fer the word to shoot.”

“It gives me gooseflesh to think about it,
even this fer off,”" commented Mr. Burgess,
with a shiver. :

“*Much obleeged, Milt,”” nodded Mr. Hostet-
ter in full sympathy with his late antagonist.
‘*As I was sayin’, we stood there waitin’ with
our guns cocked and drawed tight to our
shoulders, and the general superintendent
begun to count—1—2—3—and we tuck sight
with intent to kill The superintendent
stopped at 3, holdin’ the hat afd ready to
drap and say ‘Fire,” when all to once there
was a rustle in the bresh, and Mirandy come
bouncin’ through and landed smack between
the muzzles of the guns.”

“Dern if I didn’t think it was an angel
drapped out of the sky,” exclaimed Mr, Bur-
gess, feelingly.

““Much obleeged, Milt,”’ responded Mr, Hos-
tetter. ‘““As I was sayin’, Mirandy landed
right betwixt us and throwed up one hand.”
© “ ‘What air you plumb ijits goin’ to do?’
gays she, looking first at one of us and then
at t’other,

‘“ ‘Goin’ to shoot each other,” said the su-
perintendent, bowin’ low.

‘ ‘What fer?' says she, lookin’ at us.

‘“ ‘Fer you,” says I.

‘ ‘Fer you,’ says Milt.

‘“Then she laughed so loud and kinder raw
that it shuck the bark off of a hickory tree
standin’ jist by the edge of the clearin’.

‘ ‘Well, gentelmen,” says she, startin’ to
git out of the way, an’ talkin’ in reglar bock
langwidge and as perlite as a basket of chips,
‘don’t let me interfere with the festivities,
but before actual hostilities begin, I think I
owe it to each of you to say that you had
better go over to Pleasant Ridge, first, and
shoot John Henshaw, for I am going to mar-
Ty him next Tuesday week, Providence per-
mittin. Fire!” ! .

‘““Mirandy stood lookin' at us, the superin-
tendent snorted, the seconds laid down in
the weeds and rolled over, and me and Milt
shuck hands and walked off the field, not
sayin’ a dern word to nobody, and we didn’t
go to the weddin’, neither.”

“It’s a affydavit fact, gents,” corroborated
Mr. Burgess. ;

““Much obleeged, Milt,”” said Mr. Hostetter.
“It shore is.””
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It Must Control Freight Rates.

May 6.—While'J. Pierpont Morgan is on the
other side of the Atlantic, giving an idea of
what a billion and a half dollar trust means,
both the American and the Britisher looks on
in open-mouthed astonishment. New York
thought it knew Morgan, but he has been
growing and expanding so of late that the
acquaintance was found to be merely casual.
The Britisher also thought he knew Mor-
gan, but was taken off his pins with sur-
prise and some Indignation when he learned
the American banker had tucked the Leyden
line, the third largest steamship tompany in
the United Kingdom, in his vest pocket for
the purpose of using it as an adjunct of the
United States Steel corparation. For it is
for this purpose and none other Morgan has
been and is making his purchases in the nav-
igtion fleld. Steamship men are uneasy at
the outlook, for they were the first to real-
ize what Morgan control of their competing
lines, and their own lines, too, means. They
know the financler who brought harmony
out of the warring steél interests has not
gone into the steamship fleld just for the
sake of organizing another trust, or for the
purpose of adding any new laurels to those
already overburdening his brow. They know,
he is there for business pure and simple, and
to carry out a definite line of action in the
interests of the steel trust. If the United
States Steel corporation is to be a factor in
the steel market, it must know at all times
what its freight rates are to be. It must not
be subject in any way 'to the whims or ca-
prices of the steamship interests, therefore
it must own the ships which are to carry its

{rest in ¢
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of the Morgan navigation deals and in line
with this, sorting the wheat from the .chaff
and 'throwing away the host of idle rumors
now rife, we can look for the announcement
of the big navigation trust in due season. It
will control American shipping beyond a
doubt, and it will give an inestimable advan-
tage to the steel trust in the markets of the
world. It will be another link in the system
that already controls the raw materials, the
processes of manufacture and most of the
methods of distribution.

—_—
.

The New Combination.

It can be taken for granted that the Amer-
ican and Red Star lines will form the nu-
cleus about which the combination will be
buflt. Already John D. Rockefeller controls
most important holdings in the Interpational
Navigation company, if he does not actually
control that company. And the International
Navigation company owns both the American
and the Red Star lines. Then, too, Mr.

| Rockefeller has been Mr. Morgan’s leading

associate in the rormation of the United States
Steel corporation, Is one of its directors and
controlling spirit. - The link is obvious. Mr.
Morgan now has the Leyden line, and is re-
ported as seeking to secure the Cunard and
‘White Star lines. No matter what other lines
he may take in, they will be consolidated with
the ‘Rockefeller steamship interests and the
whole operated in harmony with the steel,
copper and oil interests, which, in the pres-
ent state of affairs, are practically one, and
more closely cemented as time goes
on. The Atlantic Transport line also figures
in the Morgan column, and at this time the
combination can be safely put down as con-
trolling over one hundred ships, all but a
‘dozen of which are in commission and the
urse of conmstruction. vessels
have the .
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fe commerce at mercy,
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operating from England and the United States
to Africa, South and Central America and
the Mediterranean. It is believed, and on
the best of grounds, too, that the man back
of the combination intends to bring all of the
vessels to American registry and thus bring
in the entire fleet for any subsidies our con-
gress may see fit to establish at the next
session: Thus the world is receiving its first
demonstration of what a trust organized for
a billion and a half means and what it can
do. But it represents more than a billion
and a half, for the interests that are closely
allied control ten times that amount in capi-
tal and property, and what has already been
seen is but the beginning of what is to come.

Consglidation of Shipbuilders.

From time to time rumors of an ‘organiza:
tion of the shipbuilders of the country recur,
and now they are working again. It seems
more .than ' probable this consolidation is
drawing to a head, and it is an absolutely
certain fact the suggestion has been under
consideration for many menths. Plans for a
union have been suggested and considered,
and while the men said to be the moving
spirits in the deal naturally decline at this
time to make their plans public, owing to
the imperfect idea of just what they are to
do in the getting together process, there are
no end of indications the move is to be made,
‘and at an early date at that. Seventy to
eighty millions of dollars worth of property
would be involved in the transaction as gen-
erally outlined, and would fn¢lude the dry
dock and shipbuilding establishments and
properties at Newport News, Elizabethport,
New London, Bath and San Francisco. Lewis
Nixon, who designed the battleship Oregon,
and Irving M. Scott, who built her, are prime
‘movers.in the deal, and each. is the head of
an important shipbuilding Industry.,  H. E.
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Huntington, nephew of the late Collis P,
Huntington, is also prominent in the negotia-
tions, and rumor has connected Mr. Hunting-
ton with the presidency and Mr. Scott wita
the vice-presidency of the consolidated com-
pany. The largest flating dry dock in the
world is one of the projects it is rumored the
combination will begin with, and is but one of
the many indications that the men in the
shipbuilding fleld mean business. The com-
bination may be effected in a week, and again
it may take a year, but there is no doubt
that it is coming, and rapidly, too.

Mr. Croker’s Return.

Richard Croker has kindly thrown a can
of oil over the troubled waters of Tammany
Hall by causing it to be announced he will
return from Wantage, England, during the
summer _and be prepared to lead his cohorts
in the miunicipal campaign' For some years
now Mr. Croker has paid only superficial at-
tention to the political game. He has spent
his time on the other side, and even when
in New York has hardly deigned to go about
Tammany Hall after the fashion that en-
dears a leader of a political organization. te
his followers. Mr. Croker has preferred the
more exclusive circles of the Democratio
club on upper Fifth avenue, and long ago
ceased to be a ‘‘mixer.’” The rank and file
of Tammany men have come to resent this,
and there are rumbling demands for a differ-
ent ruler, although they have not developed
or become organized, and, therefore, count
for little. There have been some who did not
believe Mr. Croker would return for this
campaign, and it was to allay such fears
the leader just wrote to his lieutenants here
saying he will be back in July or August.
He seems to think his presence necessary.

—N. N. A




