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jts annual report. It being the first publi-

The art committee of the General Fed- | either beautiful or profitable and popular by

gation of the comimttee in the twentieth |

century, it was thought a fitting occasion
1| to present a concise review of the work |
! T "
' { being done by skilled women in certain

The report says: .When massed together,
it presents a volume of actual accomplish-
ment that has weight and dignity and com-
mands respectful attention. Its effect up-
on the producer is to encourage the woman
who wishes to work along artistic lines,
by recording the success of those already
thus engaged. It will be a guide in indi-
cating what veins are already open and
L\U\» they have been worked.

“In drawing attention to the aoz!\ltv of
women in the .xp,)lled arte, we hope to
give fresh emphasis to the \'alue and
beauty of the articles they produce, and
indirectly to the opening of new markets
for them. The application of art to hand-
jcraft opens unnumbered avenues of de-
lightful occupation to women of refine-
ment and education.

“In view of women’s
the higher walks of credtive art,
of her contribution is permissible,
for the stimulus of women already enrolled
as artists and for the encouragement of
others hesitating to add themselves to the
number of those who consecrate their lives
to the creation of beauty through the
united labor of head and hand. At a later
stage we trust one chronicle will record
the art history of man and woman with-
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o eth.” | re Acces s N
| g A S Among the arts of manufacture, that of
1

reavingtis one of the most indispensable, and
the widest range of usefulness. For-
y this was a domestic industry, and
there are still certain art qualities inherent
- {in domestic weavings which are impossibie to
machine manufactures
The encouragement and perfection of artis-
tic, hand-woven textiles would have an ef-
fect upon the happiness and prosperity of in-
dividual women and the commercial advance-
ment of the country. There has never exist-
1|ed in the history of the world such a po
bility of development of the domestic arts as
exists to-day in America. On the one hand
a climate and soil adapted to the production
of all fiber, including silk, and a race pos-
sessing great natural ingenuity, facility and
industry; and, on the other, a great body of
educated, art loving, federated women, per-
fectly equipped for the work, actively. inte?-
ested in art production and perfection, and
willing to give their attention to any useful
| public object,
| Such a conjunction of knowledge and natu-
allvantage exists in no other country.
There are industries of production or manu-
facture, either indigenous or peculiarly
adapted to every section of the country, and

Whatever iIs the tradi-
tional or dominant industry, from silk rais-
‘lhg to rag carpet weaving, it can be made

both |

definite lines of the fine and applied arts. |

|
|

over, if not as a fine art, as an applied art.
l\\ omen have played no small part in bringing
| this about. The best professional pholo’ruph)
{in this country is being done by women. The
{first woman elected to the ‘“Linked Ring"'—
the most exclusive photographic society in
the world—is an American. Denman Ross,

the knowledge of these selected women.

A good beginning has already been made
in various directions by individuals more or
less well equipped for the work, but it needs
the combined actoin and powerful encourage-
ment of wom clubs to make a national
feature of American domestic industries.

—Candace Wheeler,
115 B Twenty-third street, New York.

Photography.

Photography is now recognized the world

professor of sesthel cs, Harvard, who is de-

voting himsalf to compiling a grammar of art,
has said more than once from the public
platform that = womdn in this country is
doing mere to teach the publc art with her
camera than any portrait painter with his
brush A woman phmugrnphw‘ was” invited
to be the United States’ commissioner at
Paris last Suinmer to represent the women

photographers of the United States. It is
claimed that the united exhibit she presented
at the photggraphic congress was the feature
of the hour. The Russians secured the loan
of the exhibit to use’ as a weapon in ‘ob-
taining @ copyright law, which had been
opposed on the ‘ground that in photegraphy
there can be no individuality of expression.
The exhibit iz still in Russia, but flattering
press notices are finding their way over here,
ying that the work of the American women
in p‘mtogra,;}‘,y has been a great eve opener

and source of inspiration to the Russians.
One woman is represented by invitation in
a loan collection of eighty-five photograohs
now being shown in all the principal cities
and towns of Germany and Austria as works
of art, the regular limit to each exhibitor
being three prints. She has five. One woman
in New York is on the staff of an important
publishing house as photographic illustrator.
Two women in New York photograph all the
celebrities for several magazines. A woman
was sent by a syndicate to intercept and
photograph Admiral Dewey on his tri-
umphal vovage from Manila. A woman made
the finest photographs on record of Washing-
ten school children in action, and which
caused the French {o wonder at the status of
our public schools end to exclaim.at the
types of thildren in attendance. The women
photographers who have made the most
marked success have brought to their work
those same traits of character which are the
essentials of success in any fleld—an especial
adaptation for their particular branch, a con-
centration of energies in one direction, vears

of training in art schools or other fields.

—Gertrude Kaseblier,
273 Fifth avenue, New York.
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Women as Painters.

In many respects painting is a profession
eminently fitted to the temperament and tal-
ents of women, and it is not to be wondered
at that thousands of girls have chosen it as
a means of livelihood.

This, however, is a fact only developed
within the past ten or fifteen years, since so
many finer facilties for study have been
opened to them in the great cities of Amer-
ica and in the art centers of Europe.

Back of this period women painters were
rare indeed, and one finds a very casual sur-

[Review of Many Fields Preferred by Experts for First New Report of
the General Federation Art Committee.

vey of the past generally brings to light the
solitary but charming flgure of Mme. le
Brun, and in the daybreak of our own time
Rosa®Bonheur looms up, an impressive char-
acter, from time to time still claiming our
respectful and admiring attention. At the
present time many women have come well
10 the front as portrait and genre painters,
one or two pushing into the very front ranks,
in consequence of the acquisition of superla-
tive technical skill or the possession of vital
imagination.” Miss Cecilia Beaux is easily
the most notable among the former; and
Miss Mary Cassatt, of world-wide fame for
her remarkable impressionistic pictures.
Many other clever women are crowding not
far behind these two bright stars, among
whom Amanda Brewster Sewell, Mrs. Leslie
Cotton 'and Miss B. Emmet are becoming
more and more noticeable.

Imagination is a quality largely developed
in woman, and has influenced the work of
painters of the other sex more or less strong-
ly in the easel and decorative pictures of the
day. Decorative painting has given wide
scope for the exercise of this charming fac-
ulty; and has been eagerly taken advantage
of, greatly to the benefit of our surroundings,
in painted ceilings, friezes and panels, where
the wildest fancy "is easily at home within
the rules of art and good taste,

In the branch of churchly decoration.Miss
Maitland Armstrong -and Ella Condee Lamb
hold honorable place among decorators.

For women the gentleness of the labor of
painting makes it very naturally a favorite
pursuit, for there is nothing in the whole
ecourse of study, severe and unremitting
though it be, that a woman with gifts along
that line is not fully equal to undertake and
conquer. There is, however, one thing which
is a very serious .and constantly recurring
obstacle, and that s the liability of any and
every woman to marry just as she has com-
pleted her first period of hard study and
prepared herself to start on a more-or less
successful life work. This has proved fatal
to many a promising career. There are,
however, some determined spirits that not
only do not ‘quail before these difficulties,
but actually succeed in being good wives and
careful mothers as well as able and success-
ful painters. As a rule, however, a woman
painter, if married, unless exceptional in
nature or surroundings, must count on giv-
ing up from five to ten years, according to
the size of her family, to the raising of her
children and dealing with the many compli-
cated problems of the life of a wife and
mother. It is easy to be seen that this is
likely to spoil the most promising of artistic
careers, and any one undertaking it will have
to face the difficulties of picking up and
mending a broken thread; which is far more
troublesome than beginning at the very be-
ginning. It would seem, then, that the best
advice one could give to an able and talented
woman painter is to steer wide of the mar-
riage banns if she means to achieve her am-
bitions through art. The richness of oppor-
tunity given in art; the manifold variety in-
cluded in that little word, is so enticing that
the only wonder is that the whole world, both
male and female, does not rush into expres-
sion in some one of its forms. Little won-
der, then, that woman, who for so many
ages has been -denied any outer form of com-
petition and expression, should regard it with
fascinated eyes and a secret determination
to adjust her life to it in some form, if pos-
sible. —Dora Wheeler Keith,

Flushing, N. Y.

COOL LOOKING FURNISHINGS

Porch Furniture Should
One---Decorators

Be Able to So Impress
Object to Indian

Prints.

Several Minneapolis women have
adopted the custom so prevalent in the
east and are ordering slips of cretonne
and of denim with which to cover the
chairs and couches that have seen serv-
ice all winter in their damasks or tapes-
try clothes. These slips are not designed
to hide worn places nor are they used to
preserve the tapestry. Thelr sole pur-
pose is to impart a cool appearance to the
room so that one will almost shiver on
coming .in from the hot glare outside.

Other Minneapolis women are amused
at the idea of having summer furniture
and winter furniture and talk darkly of
moths for the latter and dampness for the
former and draw weary sighs at the
thought of a housekeeper with two sets
of housefurnishings to look after, when
one is enough to send her to an untimely
grave.

“‘Our summer season. is so short,” ex-
plained one of the latter, ‘“‘that it seems
hardly worth while to pack all of the win-
ter furnishings away. So many Minne-
apolis women have cottages at the differ-
ent lakes in which to develop their ideas
of summer furnishings that it is boot-
less to disturb the serenity of the town
house for the few warm weeks that one
remains in it. I sincerely hope that we
will not become like the eastern women.
I have unpleasant remembrances of the
chaotic condition the house and people
were in during the transition period when
we were preparing to be cool and com-
fortable. All the upholstered furniture
was wrapped in cloths and strung with
moth balls and exiled to the attic. The
rugs and curtains followed and in their
places were matting or denim rugs, rat-
tan and wicker furniture with cotton
overdraperies to the net curtains at the
window. That much was all right, but I
did object to the swathing of the chandel-
iers and pictures in mosquito netting. It
looked too much like a cheap restaurant.
1 have a Pennsylvania neighbor here in
Minneapolis who faithfully ' follows the
customs of her foremothers and makes
herself and her family uncomfortable for
a month or more every spring and fall.””

“But. its so much more comfortable,”
argued another neighbor. “No one wants
to have hot, stuffy upholstered affairs
round in warm weather. I cannot afford
to do mueh in the house but I am de-
voting my energies to the porch, I
have bought grass twine mats for the
floor and grass twine chairs and tables
and ordered a new green and white awn-
ing to run across the front. When I
planted my garden I gave special atten-
tion to my porch boxes and looked after
the welfare of the vines. I am going to
bring my palms out and let them dissi-
pate in light and air. There is to be
nothing on that porch that I cannot leave
out all night and I am going to take com-
fort and pleasure in it all the warm
days.”

Porch life is a distinctive feature of a
Minneapolis summer, and women make
just as much of an effort to have thelr
verandas up-to-date as their drawing-
rooms. Green and red continue to be the
popular colors, although one frequently
sees a blue and white awning. Where the
porch - is overgrown with a tangle of vines
the red is much more effective and gives
a gay little touch to a staid family man-
sion.

Wicker, willow, bamboo and rattan are
the chosen materials -for furniture, not
only on account of lightness, but because
moisture does not hurt them. The damp-~
ness that results from a heavy dew doea
no harm and even a good wetting only
serves to freshen. It makes a burden of
a pleasure to use furniture on the porch
that must be carried in every night, and
many & nap has been spoiled by trying to
remember if Jennie brought in the ham-
mock.

A new summer furniture that has ap-
peared in the market this spring is the
Vert. It is not cheap, costing about as
much as winter chairs.
charming and as comfortable as they are
pretty, and the woven backs and seafs
seem especially adapted to a sultry July
day. The chairs come in different colors.
The rattan is also stained, red, green or
weathered oak. Weathered oak has taken
the place of Flemish furniture, and it is
only a question of & short time before
everybody will be wondering where the
Flemish pieces have gone, for they are
sure to disappear with the wane of their
popularity, just as antique oak and other
finishes went before them. z

For summer cottages there are the
daintiest of materials for curtains, quaint
flowered muslins that are to be hung in
straight folds under drapery of denim.
Over draperies are so much the thing that
it is hardly proper for a window to be
without them, and the denims are ap-
pliqued with. gay bands of figured cretone
and made up just about as they were
when they were in style, some twenty-
five years ago. The Aiglon net, another
new material for curtains, s & coarse
mesh dyed to any color the novelty-
seeker wants.

These same cretonne bands are ap-
pliqued on bed spreads and bolsters with
a cream cretonne for a foundation and
wonderfully quaint and old-fashioned théy
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The above is a big June carriage hat com-
posed of black folded tulle edged with satin
cord braid and has sweeping feathers falling
away gracefully at either side.

Here is an exquisitely pretty Marie Stuart

paille de satin braid,
white "roses and has black and white tulle
mund the crown. -
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A picture hat of rich sea blue chiffon folded
on a gauze frame and elaborately
with feathers of -the same shade,

dressed
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are. A suite of rooms which have re-
cently been furnished for a prominent
club man has poppies for the motif of the
decorations and great scraggly poppies
ramble all over his bedspread and peep
down from the ceiling.

An ingenious woman is going to obtain
a mat for her porch by keeping her chil-
dren amused. Last summer they gath-
ered rushes and had the jolliest times
cutting the long green leaves and making
them into bundles and carrying them
home. On story days through the win-
ter the young people amused themselves
by weaving them together with a stout
cord after the manner of a Japanese
jalouise, and the result is a stout, serv-
iceable mat that may be put on the floor
or hung from the roof to keep out the
sun. This same woman has made porch
pillows from the matting which comes
around tea boxes and which the grocer
was only too glad to give her. The edges
have been bound with red and green braid
and the pillows stuffed with excelsior
are just as comfortable as those made of
the imported matting, and the expense of
excelsior and braild was so small as to
be almost nothing.

Decorators do not look with approval
on the use of East India prints in sum-
mer cottages and talk scornfully of their
weight and warm appearance. Jf the aver-
age lake dweller is robbed of her East
India cottons wherewithal shall her cot-
tage be furnished? These inexpensive
prints have been the bulwark of the lake
home, they have draped boxes for every
conceivable purpose, and if the craze for
colonial styles send them into banish-
ment there will be less furbelow and more
space in many a home. Women have a
habit of clinging to what they like, and
the Hast India print is so firmly enshrined
in their affections that it may take more
than the decorators to displace them. The
decree has gone forth, however, and the
coming season may be memorable for sim-
plicity. But simplicity is expensive, and
the questian that confronts most house-
keepers is that of expense.

DIAMOND MEDAL WINNER.

Miss Eleanor E. Lloyd recited Wednesday
evening at the Franklin Avenue M. E. church
while the judges were out deciding as to the
winner of the W. C. T. U. grand gold medal
contest, which took place that evening. Miss

LLOYD.
Lloyd won the diamond medal at the W. C.

MISS ELEANOR E.

T. U. state convention, which was held in
Mankato last August, and has received a
diploma which entitles her to enter the in-
tercollegiate contest. Miss Lloyd is a Min-~
neapolis girl, and her many friends have
watched her progress with great interest.

THIS SEASON’S SHIRT WAISTS

They Are Plainer Than Those of
Last Summer.

There are two things noticeable about the
shirt waists this season. They are plainer
than they have ever been before, and there is
a slight attempt made to do away with high
collars. Some of the shirt waists have a soft
turnover coilar with no provision made for
stock, linen collar or ribbon. Whether it
will become popular or not no one seems to
be abie to tell. The ribbon counters are full
of soft silk stock collars which are being sold
rapidly. If the low collar comes in it will
probably be later, when the hot weather
makes the thought of anything around one’s
neck an unplezsant one.

Most of the shirt waists are made with
bishop sleeves, tucked or plaited backs and
fronts, and all that sort of thing, but there
is always a demand for genuine shirt waists
for women. This year they, like the men’s
shirts, have narrower cuffs, and, in many
cases, smoked pearl buttons. There are more
plain French backs than ever before, though
many women still prefer box plaits or side
plaits. The sleeves are a trifle fuller than
those of last year's model. Otherwise there
is little &ifference.

“I fancy there's rather a revulsion of feel-
‘| \ng among women on the shirt waist sub-
ject,” remarked a clerk in one of the stores.
““Many of our swellest women customers have
said to us this spring that they want severely
plain shirt waists. One of the most fashion-
able women in town was here only the other
day. She said that the shirt walist had gone
through such an evolution that it had lost all
its merits and was merely a poor substitute
for something else—that it wasn’t dressy
enough for dress occasions and still was not
simple, easily laundered and plain. ~She said
she was willing to have a lot of fancy tucked
and trimmed waists that would never be ex-
pected to stand washing, but that she wanted
some good old-fashioned shirt waists without
a sign of a tuck or plait or trimming and
with nothing but the material and cut to rec-
ommend them. A number of women have
said practically that same thing to me, so I
suppose there is to be & more definite line
drawn between the tailor waist and the fancy
thin waist. Each has its place.”

Backache is almost immediately relieved
by wearing one of Carter’'s Smart Weed
and Belladonna Backache Plasters. Try
one and be free from pain. Price 25 cents.
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gLECTRQ

SiLicoN

Lustre that will last.

AN




