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THE SUPREME COURT'S DECISIONS

The reader of the mejority opinion in
several of the imsular status cases deliv-
ered by the federal supreme court, yester-
day, is apt to conclude on the first rgad-
ing that the supreme court does not know
“where it is at,” and contradicts itself.
But, from Justice Brown's rendering of
the opinion of the majority of five mem-=
bers, whatever may be the variant shades
of interpretation, the dominant feature
remalns, both in the De Lima and Downes
cases, that all precedent establishes the
right of the United States to acquire ter-
ritory and to govern it as congress elects
and to dispose of it as it sees fit; that
the constitution is not self-extending, but
is applicable to territories acquired by
purchase or.conquest, only and so far as
congress shall direct; that _congress?
must prescribe upon what terms the
United States will receive the inhabitants
of acquired territory, as was done in the
cases of Louisiana, Florida, Northwest
Territory and Alaska.

The decision that duties were illegally
collected in' the De Lima} case by the
United States is not inconsistent with the
position taken by the majority, for the
duties in question were collected duging
the perioll between the ratification of the
treaty of Paris and the enactment of the
Porto Rican tariff in the month of April
following. Previous to the treaty of peace
with Spain, under the military regime, the
custom dutles collected were perfectly le-
gitimate, the territory, eccording to the
court, remaining foreign territory, the
fiying of our flag over it not bringing the
provisions of the constitution into opera-
tion. After the treaty the status of
Porto Rico was domestic territory, but
subject to congressional legislation as to
tariff or anything else, and, of course, if
congress delayed legislation several
months, no.customs duties could be
legally collected. The court takes care to
decide that the duties collected since last
April under the Porto Rican tariff are
valid.

It may be gathered from Justice
Brown’s deliverance for the majority that
there must be made a distinction between
the character of these questions, the dis-

position - and government of ' terri-
torial  acquisitions being  questions
delonging to the political depart-

partments of the government and these
departments have practically unrestricted
power to determine them for the
best interests of th2 United States,—
the American nation, such questions not
being within the jurisdiction of the ju-
dicial power. Justice Brown thus fully
concedes the very large powers of con-
gress, noting that, while these vast
powers exist, the people are profected in
the matter of their personal rights under
the provisions of the constitution, even
eliens being protected in.life, liberty and
property.

The advocates of the ex proprio vigore
doctrine can find nothing to comfort and
encourage them in the decision of the
supreme court’ except that the majority
consisted of five members and four jus-
tices dissented, a division which suggests
& remote possibility of reversal in the fu-
ture. The position of the government
is, however, sustalned on the essential
points and the islands will be dealt with
sccording to their urgent .necessities.
They are not integral parts of the United
Btates and cannot be until made so by
the action of the political departments of
the government, viz., the executive and
congress. ;

Politics cannot be said to have deter-
mined the opinions of the supreme courts
on the question whether the constitution
follows the flag. There are democrats
and republicans on both sides of the
Downes case—the case involving the
power of .congress to make special tariff
laws for ‘‘possessions.”

A WELCOME MOVEMENT

One of the most gratifying features of
the Chinese situation is the announcement
that General Count Von Waldersee, who
has commeanded the allied troops at Pe-
king, hes been ordered to withdraw his
troops from Peking and come home, Wal-
dersee has been the principal obstacle in
the way of effecting a composition with
the imperial government, He went to
China with Germany’s contingent and in-
gpired by the Emperor William’s ferocious
speech made upon the embarkation of the
German soldiers, who were told that thef
were sent on & mission of bloody ven-
geance. On this principle Von Waldersee
has acted ever since he arfived in China.
Not content with plllage, arson and mur-
der and rape, all the way from Taku to
Peking, and in that city revelling in plun-
der, he has sent his men on punitive ex-
peditions into the interior for more plun-
der, the lawless policy doing more to keep
up the native anti-foreign feeling than
anything else. Our government has pro-
tésted against these expeditions in which
France joined, and the powers have all

_ come to the conclusion that if will at ledbt

look better if they follow the American
example and evacuate the Chinese capital,
leaving only legation guards.

The condition upon which the-imperial
court will return to Peking is the with-
drawal of the foreign troops. They are
apparently going. They could stay there
indefinitely, but that would mean the pur-'
pose of depriving China of her indepen-
dence, which has been badly impaired al-
ready. The destruction of the Taku forts
is going on and will be completed in a
couple of months. Walls and valuable guns
have been blown up and the seaward de-
fenses of Peking will all be destroyed and
the powers will occupy certain points be-
tween Peking and Taky to insure safe pas-
gage to the capital. China is to be kept
under surveillance, paying $315,000,000 in
annual installments as war indemnity, the
payment of which will necessitate the
raising of customs duties by 5 per cent.
This will not suit either Great Britain or
our government, the latter taking the
ground that if such increase of the tariff
is effected there should be compenntory
diminution or abolition of the one!
likin tax, levied in the interior upon
£00ds passing from one province toanother.

Our trade with China is largest in the
northern provinces and in Manchuria,
where Russia is now supreme and likely
to close the ports to foreigners when it
suits the interests of her own trade.
Meantime it will be interesting to see
what the emperor and his constant at-
tendant the Jezebel dowager empress will
do if they return to Peking. Jezebel is
not to be trusted anywhere. -

BETTER THAN CONSTITUTIONS

There .is discoverable in the dissenting
opinions of the supreme justices a feeling
of apprehension lest in taking the posi-
tion supported by the majority opinion
our gov ernment is entering upon danger-
ous ground. This concern is displayed
by all the dissenting judges; it is well
expressed in the following extract from
Judge Harlan:

1 take leave to say that if the principles
now announced should ever receive the sanc-
tion of a majority of this court, the result
would be a radical and mischievous change
in our system of government. We will, in
that event, pass from the era of constitutiona!
liberty, guarded and protected by a written
constitution, into an era of legislative abso-
lutism, in respect to many rights that are
dear to all people who love freedom.

We expect to see much made of this by
our democratic contemporaries, who have
already expressed deep anxiety as to the
fate of the mh,bltants of our new pos-
sessions. It has been assumed by them
that these poor people are to be the vic-
tims of harsh rule and are to suffer cur-
tailment of rights, the loss of liberty and
the denial of opportunity through the re-
fusal of our government to concede to
them the same status under the consti-
tution which is guaranteed to the citizens
of the United States.

Now, there is no occasion for any alarm
on that score, either on the part of the
justices of the supreme court or any one
else. It is not the conmstitution which is
the best guaranty of a benevolent atti-
tude by our government toward the people
of our new dependencies. It will take
something more than the written pledges
of a constitution to insure to them the
enjoyment of all the blessings and benefits
which our government ought to confer.
That guarantee is found rather in the
disposition of our people toward them,
and in the character of our institutions.

This point was admirably illustrated by
Senator Beveridge in his speech on the
Porto Rican bill. We have referred to his
illustration of the point before, It is ap-
plicable now. He was arguing that the
constitution is not the best assurance of
a benevolent purpose on the part of the
United States toward the people of our

as has been stated, is to be found
rather in the temper of our people, in the
benevolent character of our institutions,
the disposition which prevails here to con-
fer all the benefits which oup flag repre-
sents in as large measure as these people
are capable of receiving. For illustration
he cited England, which in the sense that
we speak of ours has no written constitu-
tion, but whose government everywhere
throughout the world stands for stability,
justice, security of life and property, and
civil and religious liberty. Just across the
English channel is France with, in many
respects, an ideal constitution, but with a
government at home and abroad vastly in-
ferior to that of Great Britain, showing
that it is not constitutions which make the
governments, and that in the case of the
Porto Ricans and other peoples recently
brought under our dominion, it is not our
written constitution but the benevolent
attitude and disposition of our people
which is their best assurance of the bene-
fits they are to derive from having come
under the protection of our flag.

Justice Brown refers to this in his opin-
ion, where, in speaking of the large pow-
ers necessarily entrusted to congress, he
says that “they may be abused under the
constitution as well as outside of it. Hu-
man wiedom has never devised a form of
government so .perfect that it may not be
converted to bad purposes. It is mnever
conclusive, he continues, ‘to argue

from possible abuses of them. It is safe to
say that if congress should venture upon
legislation manifestly dictated by self-in-
terest it would receive quick rebuke at
the hands of the people.”

And so it would. The conduet of our
government toward the inhabitants of
these new possessions thus far has been
entirely bernevolent. < Even - the Porto
Rican tariff itself, though a mistake as
we believe, was undoubtedly sell meant
by a majority of its supporters and be-
lieved to be the easlest method by which
the people of Porto Rico counld provide the
money necessary to pay for their own
local government. The .institutions set
up there have been calculated to promote
the interests of the people. Our gov-
ernment has just called for a large in-
stallment of the teaching force organized
for the Philippines to be sent out at pub-
lic expense for the purpose of educating
the Philippine people. In these and in
many other ways the evidence is conclu-
sive that' the disposition of our people
toward the people of these new posses-
sions would never permit the, exercise of
authority toward them by congress in any
other than in a kindly and beneficent
spirit. -

And this is due, not to the constltuuon‘
but to a fact much more important and
powerful than any written document.

- The St. Paul Dispatch had & clean
scoop on all lts contemporaries yesterday.
It was the only paper that annduticed in
big head lines that the supreme court had
decided that “the gonstitution follows the
flag.”” The credit for this brilliant ex-
clusive seems to be due in part at least
to the learned and lucid exposition of the
opinions of the court by ‘lts Washington
eorreapoﬂdent whosaid that the decision
was such a sockdolager for the adminis-
tration that it made Secretary Root look
.pale. He assured the readers of his pa-
per that this decislon was going to play
hob with congress and compel it to pay
niore attention-in the future to the ad-
monitiens of the Dispatch which he con-
gratulated upon this endorsement of its
courageous attitude by the supreme court
 —the Dispatch having been in favor, as we
infer, of the theory that the comstitution
goes with the flag. The remarks of the
Dispatch to its correspondent for having
‘imbibed an ly wrong idea of the
verdict of the ¢ we do not care to ad-
mit to the columns of & family journal.

‘Walt Mason, in a learned é’tﬁcl- on ““Hog
Cholera,”” feelingly tells an experience of his
own thus:

- ll;ny people have a nnu'stmmu belief that
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The only safe way to a mchounll
to get a brand of mum not belleve in
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The King of the Belgians is haying an au-
tomobile with a sleeping-room in it. A
good many scorchers’act as if they were tak-
ing & nap and letting the wheel do the rest.

Mr. Briggs now has nine more indictments.
Anybedy wanting a stock of second-handin-
dictments, hardly shopworn, will do well to
see him fore purchasing elsewhere.

It iron is found at Coon Creek, there will
be a jubllant outery from the Anoka Union,
which has stood by the Coon Creek d—n
from the outset.

A Chicago theatrical gentleman consumed |-

twenty-three bottles of champagne, not on a
wager, but because he llked it. Incidentally,
he died.

The Scotch yniversities are sald to fear
that it will cost them too much to accept Mr.
Carnegie's" $10,000,000 gift, Hoot, mon!

A Great Northern freight train collided
with two cars of dynamite yesterday. Unlike
the cat, the train did not come back.

J. Ham Lewis says the tariff will be the
issue in 1904, Tariff, tariff—seems as though
we had heard of that.issue before.

Colonel Olcott says Dr. Dowle is “‘a fake.”
Dr. Dowie's opinion of the colonel would not
be nearly so complimentary.

Alice Stone Blackwell says the American
woman is no longer a hen, but an eagle.
Well, she’s,a bird, anyhow.

A farm has been discovered in Texas on
which there is no oll. A stock company has
been formed to promote it.

The missing man probably fell into one of
the holes in the asphalt on Second avenue S.

A dog had several teeth broken off trying
to bite a book ageat,

AMUSEMENTS
Vaudeville at the Metropolitan,

The craze for high class vaudeville whick
has been raging in all the important cities
of the country for a year or more has appar-
ently struck Minneapolis squarely amidships.
Packed houses have been the rule at the
Metropolitan this week since the manage-
ment announced Jessie Bartlett Davis and
her talented vaudeville company. Mrs. Davis
is still the Jessie Bartlett Davis of the old
Bostonians, with the same wonderful con-
tralto voice, the same roguish eye, the same
magnetic presence and the same musicianly
methods which have delighted tens of thou-
sands. Mrs. Davis sings four songs, two of
which, “Beyond the Gates,” and ‘‘The Way
10 Win @ Woman's Heart,” were written ex-
pressly for her. Another, ‘‘Just Because I
Love You So,” is her own composition, And
of course she sings “O Promise Me,” with
all the sweetness and mellow richness of
+tone that made the song and the songstress
famous,

Gus Williams, who had a national reputa-
tions as a singer and fun-maker when most
of the men now living were boys, is one of
the top cards in this vaudeville combination.
Mr. Williams is an artist and with an artist’s
gifts he sings songs with scarcely any voice
at all but the audience listens as if a really
great artist was singing In a voice attuned
to the truest harmony. His talk, his storles
and above all his eccentric piano playing, are
highly entertaining.

Smart and Williams, ‘‘just two coons,’” are
a clever pair of colored boys who contribute
a very funny turn. Marsh and Sartells, in a
refined singing and dancmg specialty, were
well received. Morrissey and Rich, Irish
comedy boomers, were agreeably entertain-
ing in songs and persifiage.

The De Havens,two young misses and a boy
of 16, appeared in a pretty stunt comprising
coon songs, and dances. One of the young
ladies astounded the audience by playing the
“Stars and Stripes” on the piano in rag time,
an then executing ‘‘The Palms,” with her
back to the instrument.

The orchestra, which was as unreliable as
April weather on Sunday evening, had quite
recovered from its embarrassment last night,
and the performance was highly enjoyable in
all respects. —W. A. D.

“Knobs o' _'l‘enneuee" at the Bijou.

“Knobs o' Tennessee,”” a melodramg reek-
ing with mawkisk sentiment and double dis-
tilled villainy in a country where distilling is
carried on under difficulties, is the bill at
the Bijou this week. Hal ‘Reid, the actor-
author of “Human Hearts”” and other plays
designed to draw salt tears frbm an audi-
ence, is responsible for this melodrama,
which bears unmistakable evidences of haste
in its preparation. Like all great dramatists,
Mr. Reid is compelled to write under pres-
sure, and his work is therefore smarred by
crudities for which he should be arrested
were it not that the worll's stage is gaping
and he must needs supply its wants.

There are passages in “Knobs o' Tennes-
see,”’ persoms, pictures, pertormauces which
properly disposed would make jat “right
smart” melodrama, as they would say in
“sunny Tennessee,’” but the disposition,. the
arrangement is bad. As Macatley sald of the
words in Robert Montgomery’'s pcems, they
are all right, and placed in proper order
would make gZood poetry.

The play is loosely constructed and while
abounding in stirring scenes is defeated by
an ocean of drivel and ‘‘words, words, words*
which any man who had ever heard human
beings talk ought not to have employed.
In other words, it sounds like a novel and
utterly lacks the directness and compactness
essential to a successful play of any kind.

To do Mr. Reid full justice, he has in-
troduced some clever characters and cast his
play in a scenic environment of mueh beauty,
but the J‘merry little mountain maid’ is sur-
feited with sentiment, and mother and son,
especially ““mother,” indulge in sentimenta!
debauches that would ‘“‘make mad the guilty
awd appal the free.” 3

There are the moonshiner’s still, the gov
ernment detectives, the old bluegn.ls colonel
and his bud of a daughter, in love with Mr.
“Right,” of course, and a villain as is a
villain.

The company fits the erime, although it is-
impossible to say what the players might- do
under more favorable conditions. The handi-
cap of “Knobs o' Tennessee” is a terrible
one to overcome.” —W. A. D.

Foyer Chat.

One of the most beautiful plays of the sea-
on, ‘“Nathan Hale,”” will be seen at the Met-
ropolitan for four nights and Saturday mati-
nee starting Thursday. Howard Kyle will be
seen in the role of the patriot spy, surround-
ed by a company of unusual ability. Tke

original scenic effects will be used here,
E. H. Sothern’s production of ‘“‘Hamlet” i
the costliest venture he hu ever been asso-
ciated with. It has ar d more newsp
controversy than all the parts he has hitherto
played, and is an event one cannot well af-
ford to miss. The engagement is for three
ni’ns only beginning next Monday evening.

The last helf of next week at the Metro-
politan another big vaudeville bill, headed by
“The Girl With the Auburn Hair,” will be
presented. Among the other stay features are
Dorothy Studebaker, Eddie Girard and Jessie
Gardner, ald Junlo McCree u.nd oompl.ny.

“At Va.ney Forge,” Wlmam Robem’ ple-
turesque colonial drama which will be seen
next week at the Bijou, is sald to be a dig-
nified forceful and logical drama of the
Revolutionary period. The love story is vivid-
ly told and punctuated with many stirring
episodes. The comedy is wholesome and re-
freshing. :

Promoted.

"Atchison Globe.

A man who was appointed superintendent
of the Missouri Pacific to-day, was a section
foreman eight years ago. Is this not evi-
dence that there are plenty of good places
for good men? If you are not promoted, you
have too high an estimate of the value of
your urvlce--ld are careless as a result.

Looks That Way.

St. Louis ‘Globe-Democrat,
Intboeounoo!umeityﬂlprobauym
the Czar of Russia that some of*his con-
a ponnd lrlomm

Minﬁea" |
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COLO'IAL GOYERNMENTS
OF TO-DAY.

XV=CEYLON
By Walter Hodgson, M. A., of Keble Collegs,
Oxford

Copyright, 1801, by Victor F. Lawnon

Ceylon is the largest, the most populous
and the most prosperous and progressive of
Great Britain’s “crown colonies,’” so-called
because the administration of their affairs is
directly under the control of the British col-
onial office,

Geographically Ceylon is an appendage of
India, as Siclly is of Italy; but thotigh. it has
roughly followed the fortunes of . in its
history, it has never been an Indian province,
but always a separate dopendency. Tts varied
resources make it a land to be desired for its
own sake by a commercial nation, The har-
bor of Trincomalee is sufficient inducement to
make a naval power with an interest.in the
eastern seas glad to possess it and eager to
keep it, holding as it does, a dingularly cen-
tral position as a place of call on the route
from the west to the south and east. So
great, indeed, from the first has been the
value put upon Ceylon that at the general
peace in 1815, after the conquest of Kandy,
Great Britain elected rather to give up Java
to the Dutch In order to retain in her own
hands the ‘“key of 'India,” inferior though it
was in area, in population and in natural
resources.

Resources of the Island.

The island has large resources, mainly ag-
ricultural. Its mountains are grouped in the
center instead of lying like barriers along the
coast. There are vartations of climate and of
rainfall; consequently the products also are
various. But though the soil is rich there is
no good natural water communication, the
rivers of Ceylon belng of but little use for
navigation or for storage. In olden days this
want was partially met by canals and reser-
voirs constructed under the authority of the
native kings; but in later times of trouble
and invasion these channels and tanks were
allowed to go to ruin, and it is only in com-
paratively recent years that the government
kas applied itself to the task of restoring
them. '

fishery, too, on the west coast, is from time
to time a valuable source of .revenue; and
the salt monopoly in the northwestern and
southern provinces yields a steady income to
the government., Plumbago is an important
feature in its mineral products, being export-
ed largely for the making of crucibles and
lead pencils,

Attracted by the peculiarly healthful cli-
mate, the beauty of the country and the
suitability of the soil, large numbers of col-
onists from Great Britain made their way to
the up-country districts sixty years ago to
take advantage of the great opportunities of-
fered by the already established coffee-plant-
ing industry, which, in spite of a speedy and
serious check, soon recovered itself and for
some years returned a rich reward for their
invested capital and labor. But from 1880
onward first the ‘“‘coffee bug’’ and then the
“leaf mold” proved so disastrous that very
many who had risked their fortunes on coffee
abandoned its cultivation. With characteris-
tic British ‘“‘pluck,” they rooted up acres up-
on acres of their plantations, preferring all
the risk of a new enterprise to what ap-
peared to be inevitable ruin. Hence sprang
that great cultivation  whieh has caused Cey-
lon tea to become a household word through-
cut the civilized world.

Elements of the Population.

Within an area of 25,365 square miles
dwells a population of close upon 3,500,000, of
whom 2,500,000 are native Cingalese, 91 per
cent being Buddhists and the remainder
Christians. The Tamils number 900,000; the
Moorsmen—half Arab, half Tamil—who are
Mohammedans, and who are, as they always
have been, the traders of thé “island, num-
ber, together with the Malays, Veddahs and
varfous other races, 200,000; the burghers, in-
cluding those of puré Dutch descent, as well
as Eurasians, whosare almost all Ohristians,
are only about 25,000, but their small nu-

“ilis

| islative council consists of the governor,

Ceylon from time immemorial has been
famed for its gems: Catseyes, sapphires, |
rubies and other precious stones. The pearl

Journal’s

merical strength is no measure ot thelr great
importance as a class. Of European colon-
i&ts there are barely 6,500,

The executive &nd administrative power
is in the hands of the governor and six
official members, all British; while the leg-

with ten official and eight unofficial mem-
bers, the latter being nominated by the gov-
ernor after consulting the’ various publie
bodies and opinions; three of them are Euro-

ROAD SCENE

peans, representing respectively the planters, I
the merchants and the general European com-
munity; of the remaining five two are Cinga-
lese, one is a Tamil, the fourth represents the
Moorsmen ‘and the fifth is a burger or
Eurasian. Thus, while there is no pretense of
of a popular elective government, an attempt
made to afford some degree of representation
in the legislature to all the different sections
-and interests of the inhabitants.

¢ Current
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ment of the great planting enterprise, chiefly
in the hands of the colonists, of cocoa and
cardamons, but, above all, of tea, there has
been a marked advance in the trade and
revenue of the island. In the case of tea,
the export trade, which began in 1873 with
twenty-three pounds, has grown in less than
thirty years to the gigantic dimensions of
125,000,000 poug In the carly days of Brit-
ish rule the®annual imports amounted to
about $1,250,000; they are now about $22,600,-

NEAR KANDY.

000. During the same period the revenue has
risen from $1,130,000 to about $7,500.000. The
shipping entered and cleared in the course
of the year amounts to nearly 6,000,000 tons,
as against 75,000 tons in the early part of the
last century. The silver rupee is current in
‘the colony.

From administrative purposes Ceylon is
divided into eight provirces, each under a
government agent. First igx population coma2s

3

» GENERAL POSTOFFICE,

The administration of thé law is vested in
a supreme court, consisting of a chief justice
and two puisne judges, and by district judges
and police magistrates, many of the natives
holding -lesser judicial offices.-

Sources of the Revenue.

The revenue is derived malnly from the
railways, which are the property of the gov-
ernment, customs, licenses..and stamps, as
well as from the duty on imported rice and
the salt monopoly, both of which directly
touch the natives. In the last decade, con-
sequent’ upon - the rapid ektension in the
beultivation by natlves and Europeans of the
cocoanut and other palms, additional activity

COLOMBO, CEYLON.

the western province, in which Colombo is,

Europeans on the island. In addition fo be-
ing the seat of government, Colombo is also
the largest town—having a pcpulation of over
100,000, the principal trade center, and sinece
the construction of the breakwater works the
chief - port of the island. When the new
harber is finished three years hence Colombo
will possess one of the largest and best-pro-
tecfed harbors in the world, having an in-
closed area of 600 acres l’ully equipped\ with
numerous shipping conveniences.
tah, or native settlement, are found congre-
gated together in what has been  described

in plumbagc, etc., and the strlking dévelop-

as ‘‘an ever-fascinating kaleidoscope,” Cinga-

lleputa,tion.

;and always has been, the chief locale of the.

In the Pet-

"Or

lese, M en, Tamils, Parsees, Dntch,
Pdrtugu Malays and Afghans; “handi-
craftsmen, " working in their open sheds, ¢

women occupled in their most domestic affairg +
and tiny children, clothed only in the rich
tints of their own complexions, sporting
among the traffic.” ¢

Characteristies of the People.

The Cingalese have no poor laws, nor do
they need any; the weakest are the most
cared for. The rich help their poor relatives
and do not disown them; the poor assist those,
of their own familles and friends who are
poorer still; so that they live in great con-
tentment, with no dread of poverty in old
age. 3

The people of Ceylon are not only peace-
able and law-abiding—they are intensely
loyal. No colony is more attached to the
British crown, as they showed by the en-
thusiastic welcome glven to the different
members of the royal family who visited the
island in 1870,, 1875 -and 1881, and again by
their participatlon ip the jubilee celebratiorns
in 1887 and 1897; while that none is more
ready thau the first of the crown colonies
to make sacrifices in any time of the empire’s
need is proved not only by the recent offer
of the governor, Sir West Ridgeway, of the
British regiment quartered in Ceylon for
service in South Africa, but still more by
their ralsing and equipping a native body -of
Ceylon horse, which has been honeored by the
bestowal of the Victoria cross upon one of its
little company.

What the British government has done in,
Ceylon, says John Ferguson, editor of the
Ceylon Observer, perhaps the greatest living
authority cn the subject—n medical treai-
ment, hospitals, asylums and dispensaries, in:
enforcing sanitary regulations, and by the
provision of a water supply in the  chief
towns, is beyond all praise. No native ruler
in oriental history has any record of the
kind to show and ro feature of the British
administration is more acceptable to the na-
tives than the generous provision thus mads
for the treatment of their sick and suffering.
Moreover, to the prompt and effective meas-
ures taken by the government, no doubt, may
be traced the immunity of Ceylon from the.
plague.

In Behalf of Education.

As regards education, the natives of Cel-
lon owe a greaf debt of gratitude to the vari-~
ous missionary bodies, which, sicce 1814, have
been at work among them. It was they who
gave the first ilapetus to the instruction of
the people; it was not until the seventies that
the- government, under Sir Hercules Robin-
son, gave any official encouragement to edu-
cation. Now in making liberal grants for
public instruction the government of Ceylon
pays special attention to technical and in-
dustrial training, one very noticeable result
of which is to be seen in the great improve-
ment in appearance of the Clngalese youth,
especially in the towns, under the influence
of western instruction. and athletic training,
while the expenditure of public money in
training and maintaining a volunteer in-
fantry _has not only provided a valuable
means - of supplementary ‘defeuse, but has
gone far to improve the physique and bearing
of the young men of the country.

As an {llustration of the general policy

of the Ceylon government toward the natives,
it is interesting to note that in the last
thirty years free grants of 40,000 acres of land
have been made after due inquiry, to the
people, while a large extent has been granted
:at bhalf value, and a still larger area of
clearly proved ‘‘encroachments’ has been
transferred at a moderate valuation.
- But while Ceylcn undoubtedly owes very
much to the fostering care of the British
officials, and to the enterprise of the Euro-
pean community generally, the “‘energy, abil-
ity and real grit’” of the 3,000,000 native in-
‘habitants of the islanid have proved beyond
all question that, whether it be in the learned
L professions, in the civil service or in trade—
in all ranks and in all ¢lasses—the native can
‘‘not only imitate, but emulate the skill and
‘the- attainments of the European colonist.”

W,
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The flyer which left San Francisco that
night carried me with it, although its first
stopping place was ten miles beyond Somers-
ville, the village of my destination. Such
was the impatience of my rage that I pre-
ferred the prospect of a ten-mile tramp to
the delay and slowness of a later train.

How .my hate burned on that November
night! My thoughts ran on to the accom-
paniment of the deep, mellow murmur of the
train as it flew over its bed of steel. Through
and through my brain like a molten ball of
lead ran the remembrance of the wrong done

me by my treacherous friend, and time and
ftime again 1 dwelt longingly on the revenge
that should be mine,

I was still in my soldier’'s unllorm. But
first let me tell you the sto Let me ex-
plain my fierce hate. Jim Bradley and I had
been chums—a fine, lovable fellow I thought
him. We were side by side in Cuba, and I
believed that we knew one another as two
men who braved hardship and danger to-
gether should,

We went to the Philippines, our friendship
remained fast and seemed to be impervious
to any assault. But that forlorn devil's
country must have made a sad change in the
character of my chum. Lured on by some
dark-eyed native woman, he turned traitor
to his country and sacrificed his honor. He
procured arms for the rebels and actually
contemplated joining them. It was I who dis-
covered his perfidy. He confessed, and tried
to draw me into his traitorous schemes. My
duty was to denounce him, but I could not.
Our oM friendship was too strongy and I
had foolish hopes of dissuading him from his
madness.

I cannot rake over the details now—I do
not want to—nor can I explain clearly the
events that followed. He was suspected, ar-
rested and brought to trial. By some devilish
trick he reversed our true positions and made

For Nannie’s K) aKe.

me appear the gujlty one. Dazed and stag-
gered by his turn in affairs, I admitted the
knowledge I had possessed of Bradley’s in-
trigues with the rebels. For six months I
was held, waiting for trial.

When ‘that trial came I was freed, but it
left me almost a wreck, with nothing but the
vitality, fostered by vengeance, to support
me. In the meantime Bradley had bee nin-
valided home, and knowing that he had been
born in Somersville, thither I rdced to gratify
the burning desire for revenge that I had
nursed for six months..

There, in brief, is the reason why I was on
board this express. It was the end of the
chase and I was hbt on the trail of the false
friend who betrayed country and comrade
with equal readiness, the one at the behest
of a dark-eyed rebel witch, the other to save
his own worthless neck.

The motion of the express exhilarated me
beyond measure. The hundred and one plans
for vengeance that I had plotted across the
Pacific I reviewed again and again, yet de-
cided upon . none. I would let the eircum-
stances of our meeting be the arbiter of what
ignomy I iniflcted upon him before killing
him.

Suddenly the air was ﬂlled with a monster
groan. A roar and shock econfused my
senses; and the car in which I rode seemed to
rise with a bound into the air, and then I
knew no more..

I awakened in the white bed of a hospital.
There had been a dreadful wreck; an entire
train derailed and almost crushed to atoms,
within a few hundred yards of Somersville.
The local hospital, generally an almost empty
institution, was’ now fllled with the injured,
and ambulance trains had carried scores of
others to Dalton, the next station on the
line,

I awoke to the sight of a sweet face bend-
ing tenderly over me, and a soft voice bade
me be quiet, as I opened my lips to ask a
question.

“Now you must lie perfectly still. You are
not badly hurt; a broken arm and a little
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if you obey me implicitly. I am your nurse.
I know you will be obedient, because you
are a soldier-and accustomed to obey."”

I nodded feebly and closed my eyes again.
Can you understand how sweet is the sight
of a fair, tender American face, after nearly
two years 'in the swamps and wilds of the
Philippines? The note of compassion in her
voice, the pure grace of her face, bound me
a slave to my nurse, and her gentle presence
was restful to my overtaxed nerves.

In & few days I began to improve ra,pldly
I took an interest in my surroundings, and,
having discovered that I was actually in Som-
ersville, I asked .many questions, trying to
find out through my nurse many things that
I desired to know concerning the man whose
infamy had caused me this journey to Som-
ersville.

My nurse was a native of the tawn and was
one of those generous volunteers who had
given their services to the victims of the
wreck, All who knew her called her Nannie,
and when I asked how to addregs her she told
me to call her Nannle, as the others did.

One day I asked her, in as unconcefned a
voice as I could muster, whether she knew
any Bradleys living in the town.

“Indeed I do,”’ she replied. ‘I know them
very well. But why do you ask? Do you
know any of them?”

In a reckless burst of confidence, having
first bound her to secrecy, I told my story.
It was a relief to me, lying there on my back,

presence and touch I had always felt a wealth
of sympathy. T did not note her face during
my recital, so engrossed was I upon the pic-
ture my brain was painting.

‘When I had finished she said in a curiously
dry, hard voice:

“You were terribly wronged, you have suf-
fered cruelly, but I cannot speak of this now.
I will come to you again.'’

For nearly two weeks an intermittent fever

shock. Yorujwlll be up and about very soon

kept me in bed. My gentle little nurse was
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with my eyes staring at the white ceiling, to!
pour out my wrongs to this girl in whose unconscious of what I was doing, 1 let her

P. Coughlan.

even more solicitous than before, but she did
not allude to the story I had-told her. A
trace of sadness seemed to have crept into
her manner, which I could not ascribe to any
particular cause,

On . the second day I was able to dress my-
self and sit on the edge of my cot, Nannie
seated herself on a chalr near me.

“l want you to promise me something to-
day,’” she said, in a low, quiet volce, keeping
her eyes fixed on the floor in front of her.

“T’ll promise you anything in reason,” Miss
Nannie,”” I answered with more fervor in my
voice than in my words, for this tender girl
bhad grown inexpressibly -dear to me.

*This is within reason. You must forgive
Jim Bradley.””

“Nannie, 1 have saworn to kill him,
keep my vow.'” )

“No, no! You must not! It would be ter-
rible. You must forgive him; for.my sake,
promise me that you will forgive him.”’

1 could only stare at the floor and try to
frame words of strength, of determination.

“Come,”” she whispered, ‘and, taking my
hand, she led me to the end of the ward,
where a screen hid a cot from view., We all
knew the meaning of that ominous screen.

Noiselessly she pushed it to one side. There
lay the man whom, for months, I had been
pursulng. The ghastly pallor of death was
on his features. The life was flickering In
the eyes gt met mine., The mute, despair-
ing appe n his face killed the last of my
resentment. -Nannie had taken his hand, and,

1 shall

put it in mine., Bradley was the only one to
speak.

‘““That smiash-up finished me. I lm not
worth revenge now, but——I m sorry—'"" As
he spoke he brought hi$¢ hands- together and
placed Nannie’s in mine, “Poor little sis!
I've been a bad lot.”

He feli back on his pillow. A few days
iater he was beyond al!i vengeance of this life,
and as Nannie and I left his grave, we faced
the future together.
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Bailey Clutivates the Octopus.
May 28.—Senator *‘Joe’” Bailey of Texas,
whose greatest bid for fame was his refusal

to don conventional evening clothes during
his earlier experiences in congress, is spend-
ing some little time here, and has for the
present ceased to hunt the octopus in ifs lair.
For the fact is Senator. ‘‘Jo¢”” is something of
an octopus himself since the days of the oil
strikes in his natlve state. He has been
making money hand over fist, and every sec-
ond acquaintance he meets tells him a larger
figure of his wealth than the one before.
‘With the senator has come a new batch of oil
fleld stories, one' of the best of which is on
a man until recently 2 famillar figure on
Broadway. This man reached the field with
no ecapital but his nerve, yet muaged to
clean up $60,000 in ten days. Oil fields were
changing hands rapidly, often changing three
or four times in a week. This man rushed
into the country and bought 160 acres on the
edge of an ofl belt for $20,000, paying for it
with a check on a bank somewhere up in
Maine. He figured it would take over a week
for the check to get back dishonored, and in
the meantime he managed to sell out for $80,-

000, take up the check and pocket his $60,000
to the good. Senator Bailey seems to be en-
joying his fiew popularity fn town and favors
the public with frequent views of his expan-
sive form In the conventional evening clothes.
‘With his wealth his repugnance evidently de-
parted. )

Mr. Keene’s “Hoss.”

James R. Keene is by far the happlest man
Wall street, and the cause of his joy is

&mnlrdunﬁehu with the affairs of the
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year, and Mr. Keene would rather have it
so than make 2 million in the street. ‘The
hobby of Mr. Keene has always been horses,
and his hobby of hobbies has .been his great
racer, Domino, king of the 2-year-olds. Dom-~
ino was the pride of Mr. Keene’s existence,
and well he might have been, for he was the
greatest horse that ever lived, and his win-
nings in 1895 on the turf amounted: to $200,000,
a sum which'in that year of panics saved Mr.
Keene from financial disaster. And Com-
mando is a son of the beloved Domino, so,
after winning the classic Belmont stakes at
the close of the Morris park meeting, It is
not to be wondered at that Mr. Keene i3]
better satisfied with things of this life than
if He had made a milllon. For millions have
become rather ordinary to him, but a“king
of the turf world he has had but once before
in his lite. Longsirect was a horse of much
the same caliber as Domino, and it is rather
a remarkable coincidence that the nearest ap-
proach to Commando in this year’s turf won-
ders is The Parader, a son of Longstreet.
They are scheduled for many a hard-fought
contest this season.

Mrs. Hopper’s Coup.

Edna Wallace-Hopper is at 'this time about
the most ‘‘press-agented’’ young theatrical
person about town. - The little incldent of
the $1,700 check she gave -the “Florodora’”
management in order to buy up the entire
house at the Casino Saturday matinee so she
could go to the Gravesend track and see the
running of the Brooklyn , was well
worth the money in the advertising it has
given her, and there is even the grave ques-
tion as to whether or not the Casino manage-
ment did not have something to do with the
aﬂrﬁmmmww for.the house | t

*>

Letter.

some surpfise she opened a letter on Friday
evening in her dressing-room and read:

“Dear. Miss Hopper—Will you please send
us your certified check for $68,000, as we wish
to close the Gravesend race track to-morrow
afternoop” in order to witness the matinee
performance of ‘Florodora.” -—The Pugh.”

Owing to the pressure of many other de-
mands on the bank account, Miss Ho,pm has
to decline to accommodate fhe m mak-
ing the modest requeqt. &

Satids Tustenciodite Shoot.

Deputy Police Commissioner Devery, who
untfl the new police law went into effect wa
best known as ‘‘chief,”” has started ¢onsic
‘ble discussion over instructions he
policeman on trial before him a few days
The officer was censured for not being freer
with his revolver -while on the Bowery beat.
The policeman had become mixed up with
three men committing a robbery and had hes-
itated to shoot one of the men in flight, al-
though he finally did shoot at and hit his
man. Devery informed him he should use
his ‘“‘gun’’ more promptly if he wanted to
keep out of trouble, and cautioned him to
shoot at'the first intimation of trouble in that
section of town, because of the hwhu ‘char-
acter of its habitues. “‘Get your priseners to
the station-house,”
how you get him there.” But gngnm
people in town venturesome enough to ¢
cize the advice of the ‘“‘chief’” as hohg on
ithe principle of lynch law, to ‘h_nng a man
lrst and try him afterwards.” The Devery
fromula is hardly uk-ly to boeoino mnm

stnv\n for lllnnglm ke o
Many varieties of .truw

|is the latest arrival.

said Devery, ‘‘no mmr .

‘typewriter.
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this summer, For the milifonaires there are
ffhely woven straw hats worth $125 apiece.
One show window near the Gilsey House con-
tains two of these costly specimens of head-
gear, side by side with a mew pattern $1.98

affair. Officially the straw hat season does
not open until May 3L

A Revolutionary Visitor.

General Brachi of San Domingo, by occu-
pation an unsuccessful leader of revolutlon,
General Brachi is not
here of his own volition. He came by the
earnest request of President Jiminez and
members of his cabinet, who have been kept
in a cold sweat by the pérsistence of General
Brachi in stirring up opposition in the vicin-
ity of the palace. The swarthy general owes
his lite and a first-class passage from Santo’
Domingo to the fact that his brother is min-
ister of finance. Several weeks ago the gen-
eral stepped into the public square at Santo
Domingo, fired a plswl shouted ‘‘Caramba,’”
and a revolution wu on, Brachi made so
much trouble that he was finally captured.
Arrangements were being made to perforate
him in the public square, for the edification
of the people, when his brother’'s influence
prevailed and Brachi was deported. .

) —N, N, A.
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A,A Doveott on Girls.

Austin Transeript.

A Minneapolis man proposes a new plan
for solving the vexed servant girl problem.
His plan is to boycott every restaurant that
 bas a girl waitress, pass by every store that
 has girl clerks and do away with the female

Then he unuh thm ‘might N'
girls enough to go around. This problem is
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