
WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 1901.

A STRONG PULL I
ALL TOGETHER

Commercial Club Reports Show How It Would
Help the City in Many

Ways.

Despite the Heat, Representative Citizens
Attend the Meeting in Large

Numbers.

Minneapolis business men adopted a
resolution at the meeting held in the
rooms of the Commercial Club last night,
declaring that railroads asking for favors

from the city council should be held to a
reciprocity agreement. The council,

it was held, should refuse to grant such
privileges unless the road seeking them

is willingto do all in its power to aid in
an adjustment of freight rates equitable
to Minneapolis as a competitor with Chi-
cago. The resolution also calls for a
more equitable distribution of favors be-

tween Minneapolis and St. Paul, based on
the value of the two cities as sources of
revenue to the railroads.

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul and
Chicago & North-Western roads were se-
verely criticized for their attitude toward
Minneapolis. The North-Western was
charged with determined opposition, and
while none of the speakers advocated a
policy of retaliation, they insisted that
before granting privileges to the Omaha,
which is a part of the North-Western
system, the city council should ask for
concessions from that road. Alderman
Chatfield announced that the council's
special committee having the ordinance
in charge would meet Thuraday to hear
the representatives of the road and the
club. The business men will have a del-
egation present to name the conditions on
which the ordinance should be passed.

Practical Work. Reported.

In spile of the tall scoring of the ther-
mometer about 200 representative business
men gathered in the card room of the
club to hear the report of the public af-
fairs committee, which has been at work
since February. President Best called the
meeting to order. He said that the com-
mittee's report would show that there is
much to be done in a public way for Min-
neapolis. The question was: Were the
business men of the city willingto sup-
port the club. Minneapolis had been dis-

criminated against for years in the mat-
ter of railroad rates, insurance rates and

several other particulars. .To obtain what
she was entitled to she must fight.

Chairman Hall of the public affairs com-
mittee told of the organization of the
committee with its thirteen subcommit-
tees. The finance committee had begun

the work of raising a fund of $10,000. Up

to date $6,025 had been subscribed. The
committee ie confident that it can raise
the balance.

The municipal affairs committee, James
Gray chairman, has a plan for beautify-

ing the city, which it wiH put into opera-
tion next spring. It expects to interest
the individual property owners in the care
of lawns, and the general improvement of
all residence property. The committee is
also at work on a fund for a new building
for the Augsburg seminary, an institution
of much value to Minneapolis, and which
must increase its capacity. This commit-
tee has also in charge the matter of mu-
nicipal taxation and flnarfce. It had
worked for the pasage of the paving and
bridge bonds, and recommends that the
proceeds be secured and applied as soon
as possible.

The state and county committee had not
been able to begin work until late, but
had made some careful investigations
along the line of the relations of Minne-
apolis with the state at large and also
with the county of Hennepin. It com-
mended the county officers for the assist-
ance given the committee in its investiga-
tions.

The legislative committee had aided in
procuring an appropriation for the water
system on the state fair grounds and an

Wholesome Advice

additional building on the state farm.
It also recommended action by the busi-
ness men to induce congress to give Min-
neapolis a new federal building. Since
'83, when the present building was begun,
the receipts of the postofflce have in-
creased from $177,000 to $663,000 in 1900.
The postoffice requires double the present
amount of room. Minneapolis is doing a
larger postal business in a smaller area
than any other city of its class in the
west. Mr. Hall read a letter from As-
sistant Potsmaster Hughes to the effect
that with the addition of another story i
as contemplated, the present postofflce
building might suffice for another seven
years, but after that a new building would
be necessary. Congressman Fletcher had
said that with the most vigorous agita-
tion an appropriation for a new building
could not be secured inside of three years,
and it would take six more to complete
the building.

Mr. Hall explained that the jobbers,
manufacturers, and mercantile committeehad considered many and varied applica-
tions for assistance from various enter-
prises. It has several projects on hand
which are expected to mature shortly,
and among which is the addition of two
new wholesale houses in lines much
needed by Minneapolis.

Lower Insurance Rates Desired.
Insurance rates were treated in the re-

port of the insurance committee sub- I
mitted by Frank Towle. It included a
comparative table of losses for eight
years showing premiums received and
losses incurred in Minneapolis, St. Paul
and the state at large. During the eight
years Minneapolis paid $9,500,000 in pre-
miums, while her losses were $5,250,000.
St. Paul paid $5,000,000 in premiums,
while her losses were $3,500,000. Minne-apolis 1 per centage of loss to premiums j
paid is much less than that of St. Paul, 1
and the committee considers that Minne-
apolis is entitled to a lower rate than
she now pays. After an investigation the i
committee was also of the opinion that
the same class of risks in eastern cities
were carried at a lower rate than in Min-neapolis because of the competition of
foreign companies which does not enter
into the situation here.

The real estate and investment com-
mittee, W. Y. Chute, chairman, is en-
deavoring to secure satisfactory locations
in the city for several outside enter-prises. Chairman Chute had taken up
the investigation of the affairs and meth-
ods of the American Mining and Invest-
ment company, in which he was rendered
valuable assistance by W. A. Frisbie of
the Commercial West, and the institution
had been finally closed up by action
brought by the attorney general.

Value of Conventions.
Conventions and their value to the city

had been thoroughly considered by the
committee on conventions and public en-
tertainment. The committee was not yet |
prepared to say whether big conventions iwere really profitable to the men who j
had to furnish the funds. The expense
of securing and entertaining a large con-
vention was great. There was no ques-
tion but that the city in general would
profit from the advertising received.
There are hundreds of small conventions !
which the committee is certain would be
profitable for the reason that the expense

lof securing and entertaining them is I| small. The committee wil lendeavor to j
secure the Railway Conductors' conven- ;
tion in 1903, the Letter Carriers', the!
Drawing Teachers, and the Agricultural !
Implement men's gathering for next year, j

This committee is to be enlarged with-
in a short time by the addition of busi-
ness men to its membership who are di-
rectly interested in the business accruing |
from conventions, and an aggressive cam- I

i paign in the interests of Minneapolis be-
jgun.

A souvenir descriptive of Minneapolis is
ibeing prepared by the publicity committee.
This will be in such form that covers can

I be printed for any special occasion.
Dr. C. A. McCollum. chairman of the

public health committee, read one of the
most interesting reports of the evening.

| The committee recommended the addition
\u25a0 of a 10,000,000-gallon pump at the Camden
station, the addition of mains to perfect
the circulation and remove dead ends, ad-
ditional reservoirs for storage, and' the
abandonment or destruction of the lower
station. The committee's recommenda-
tions were entirely along the line of per-
fecting the present system, and did not
touch the question of future water supply.
The committee was not certain as to the
merit of filters and cot ready to report
on Mille Lacs or any other source of pos-
sible supply. It considered that Minne-
apolis has in the Mississippi river the
most wholesome water of any city in the
country, if its natural qualities are taken
advantage of. The committee pointed out
that the well water in the outlying dis-
tricts is contaminated and also demon-
strated that the water below the North
Side station is contaminated by sewage.
In answer to an inquiry from W. H. Eus-
tis. Dr. McCollum said that the death
rate of Minneapolis was tie best of any
of the cities of its class, but we had the
conditions here to make it even better.

Lively Railroad Discussion.
Ernest F. Smith, chairman of the com-

mittee on railroads, reported on the gen-
eral work of that committee. It had en-
deavored to secure the extension of the

j Wells branch of the Milwaukee road to
I Minneapolis direct instead of via Farm-
: ington aud St. Paul, but after a confer-
j ence with President Earling was rea-
i sonably certain that the refusal of the
Milwaukee to do this was due to an under-
standing with the North-Western. Presi-
dent Earling had promised Mineapolis as
good passenger service over the new lineas St. Paul. The committee hopes to se-
cure a more favorable decision from the
8., C. R. & N. on its extension from Fari-
bault to Minneapolis direct than President

! Ives would gram at the time of the con-
ference with the committee.

George H. Partridge discussed the rail-
j road situation in a general way. He said
it was a question of fair treatment from
the roads and self-preservation as a busi-ness point for Minneapolis.

F. F. Lindsay, vice chairman of the
railroad committee, discussed the question
of railroad discrimination in detail.

W. H. Eustis commenced the work of
the committees and said that they were
on the right track. He referred to the
fact that Stockyards in South St. Paul
ha-1 b>en a sikcc-^s in an unnatural lo.a-
tion because one railroad had aided the
venture, while Minneapolis' attempt in
that line with •. natural location, baft teen
a failure simply because the railroads
would not assist. Facts brought out at
the meeting should sink deep rnto the
conscience of ever;- business man inMin-
neapclis. He moved a vote of thanks to
the Commercial Club committee, which
•vs-i passed • ;nrn<:!d!ately after the adoption
of the follovinp resolution introduced by
Ernesr F. Smith:

Resolved, That it is the sense of this meet-
'ng that the future welfare and prosperity of

fur People Whose Stomachs Are
Weak and Digestion Poor.

Dr. Harlandson, whose opinion in dis-
ease is worthy of attention, says when a i
man or woman conies to me complaining '
of indigestion, loss of appetite, sour stom-
ach, bel©hlng, sour watery rising, head-
aches, sleeplessness, lack of ambition and
a general run down nervous condition, I
adise them to take after each meal one or
two of Stuart's Dyspepsia Tablets, allow- ;
ing the tablet to dissolve in the mouth,!
and thus 'mingle with the food eaten, i

The result is that the food is speedily di- |
gested before it has time to sour and fer- i

ment. These tablets will digest the food !
anyway, whether the stomach wants to or
not, because they contain harmless diges-
tive principles, vegetable essences, pepsin :
and Golden. Seal, which supply just what i
the w^ak stomach lacks. J

I have advised the tablets with great I
success, both in curing Indigestion and to!
build up the tissues, increasing flesh in
thin, nervous patients, whose real trouble
was dyspepsia, and as soon as the stom-
ach was put to rights they did not know
what sickness was. - ,

A fifty-cent package of Stuart's Dyspep-
sia Tablets can be bought at any. drug
store, and as they are net a secret pateLt
medicine, .they can'be used as often as de-
sired with full assurance that they contain
nothing harmful in the slightest degree
on the contrary, an/ one who.-c stbma;h
is atJail; deranged will find great bene.:t
from the use of Stuart's -Dyspepsia Tab-
lets. The;- will cure any form of stomach
.• eakness or disease except, cancer of the
_;
i,..,-v .;,\u25a0 . \u25a0 ,\u25a0.;.\u25a0!— - \u0084.. .

THE MINNEAPOLIS JOUKNAL.

Minneapolis depends upon the development
of a greater interest on the part of all its
citizens in the general question pertaining
to a city's growth.

That our city council and others in au-
thority are urged to decline to grant privil-
eges or concessions to railroads which are
not willingto do everything in their power
to reciprocate such favors and show their
appreciation of our importance as .i com-
mercial center by assisting us in every way
in their power to obtain an adjustment of
freight rates both in and out of this city
which will give us the rights in competition
with Chicago to which our geographical posi-
tion entitles us, and also, so far as possible,
adjust the running of passenger trains and
the expense of management as to apportion
their favors fairly between Minneapolis and
St. Paul ou the basis of the relative value
of the two cities as sources of revenue to
said roads.

Mr. Lindsay's Idea.

P. F. Lindsay prefaced his remarks on
railroad discrimination against Minneap-
olis by reading letters from various Min-
neapolis jobbers, stating that due to such
discrimination they were at a decided dis-advantage south and west of the city.
Every line of business doing any shipping
of consequence is affected. He gave the
following illustrations:

Marshall, Minn., for instance: Our -listance
to Marshall, 155 miles, is 28 per cent of the
Chicago distance of 543 miles; yet our mer-
chandise rates average 60 per cent of the
Chicago merchandise rates to Marshall. The
earnings per ton per mile on flrst-elass
freight from Minneapolis to Marshall are 7.09
cents, and on the same freights from Chicago
to Marshall the rate is 3.15 cents per ton per
mile.

Montevideo, Minn., 134 miles away, or 24
per cent of the Chicago distance of 54S miles;
our merchandise rates average over 50 per
cent of the Chicago rates to Montevideo. On
Minneapolis first-class Ireight earnings per
ton per mile are 6.87 cents; Chicago freight,
3.14 cents.

Rushford, Minn.: Our distance is 50 per cent
of the Chicago distance; our rates over 90
per cent of Chicago rates; earning on our
first-class freight. 6.29 cents per ton per mile;
Chicago earnings, 3.44 cents per ton per
mile.

These illustratjons show conditions as they
i exist on all railroads at practically all sta-
I tions to the northeast, east, south and south-
I west—or. in other words—stations in north-
| west and western Wisconsin, southern Min-
j nesota, lowa and South Dakota, withiu a! radius of from about 100 to 200 miles from
| Minneapolis and of from 300 to 700 inil°3 from
j Chicago. As bad as is this' present state
| of rates, it is the best, I believe, that we have
! ever had. There have been many times—in

fact, during the most of the years of our
history thus far—conditions have been more

j unfavorable in the territory mentioned. A
| great deal of time and money has been spent

by our shippers and roads friendly to us
in this matter in the endeavor to have these
rates readjusted, and considerable has been
accomplished. The opposing railways in the
territory in question seem, however, to have
gone as far as they will voluntarily in the
matter of concessions, and we are now, as I
understand it, at the point where it is proper

: —being the only thing we can do—to inquire,
j what are we going to do about it?

It is generally conceded that if we could
get the co-operation of tho Chicago, Milwau-
kee & St. Paul and Chicago A Xorth-Western
fi^om-i i* <*»«r behalf, the matter could be

fully and satisfactorily arranged. That im-
plies that we- have not, thus far, had that, co-
operation, and that is a fact, for all shippers
of any extended experience in the northwest
know that instead we have, as a rule, had
their determined and persistent opposition.

As a general thing, these companies will
answer, when questioned on this subject, that
they themselves would probably do just aa we
desire, but that some other line stands in
the way by declining to join in a favorable
adjustment. There are, however, sufficient
instances where the question has been one
that concerned them only, and where, never-
theless, they declined to act to vitiate that
argument.

For instance, the Hastings & Dakota divis-
ion of the Milwaukee, paralleled on the north
by the Great Northern and on the south by
the Minneapolis & St. Louis railway, refuses
to put Chicago merchandise rates on the sum
of the locals—that is, the rate from Chicago
to Minneapolis, plus the rate from Minne-
apolis to its Hastings & Dakota stations.
Both the Jobbers of Minneapolis and St. Paul
and the paralleling roads referred to have
urged the Milwaukee to do this time and
time again, but without success, and this
refusal has finally resulted in forcing the
Minneapolis & St. Louis to meet the low rate
made from Chicago by the Milwaukee, thus
reducing rates from Chicago to points on its
line, tearing- down and unnecessarily Chi-
cagoizlng a territory 75 miles wide by 200
miles in length. For this the Milwaukee is
alone responsible.

As to tfeo Chicago & North-"Western, its de-
termination to favor Chicago in merchandise
ra.tes is equally as clear and as well under-
stood by our shippers as is that of the Chi-
cago, Milwaukee ft St. Paul, but specific in-
stances are more difficult to point out. That
line is divided up into four or more different
companies, and if you get one cornered so
so that it cannot lay the blame at the door of
a genuine competitor, the part that you have
treed will endeavor to shift responsibility off
ob to another section of the same institution.

Annual Tax of Millions.
The discrimination In merchandise rates

alone amounts to an unjust annual tax of
several millions of dollars annually levied
by the railroads on the business handled by
Minneapolis' shippers. It has been, and is
still, a great obstacle to the city's growth.
It greatly reduces the territory in which we
can operate. It has probably made it im-
possible for many lines of business to locate
here, and amounts to almost a prohibition on
a new industry of any magnitude.

There is another class of discrimination to
which I will call your attention. On account
of our being the grain, flour, lumber, agri-
cultural implement and farm machinery and
fruit and produce market of the northwest,
and substantially equal to St. Paul as a job-
bing center, Minneapolis gives the railways
a tonnage far surpassing that given them by
any other city in this section. St. Paul is
our largest competitor. Last year Minne-
apolis gave the railways centering here, ac-
cording to the chamber of commerce reports,
482,450 car loads of freight, or 212,548 more
car loads than St. Paul. The earnings on
this extra 212,548 cars would approximate
$10,000,000; or, in other words, Minneapolis,
at an estimate of $50 a car earnings, gave the
railways last year a revenue of about $24,000,-
--000, St. Paul $13,500,000.

Minneapolis furnished so much business.
What did she receive? We have not received
perfectly fair and Just treatment from some
of the lines in the matter of freight rates.
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as has already been shown, neither have we
been given due consideration in the matter
of general expenditures. St. Paul is looked
upon as the railway center of the northwest,
and tickets sold by all these railways in the
United States routing passengers through this
part of the country show the point of trans-
fer to be St. Paul. All through mail, bag-
gage and express is transferred there. The
expense of operating the St. Paul union de-
pot last year was $120,810.98, of which $93,-
--358.02 was paid out for salaries and labor.

Mr. Lindsay referred to the various ex-
penditures of the railroads in St. Paul
and fixed the excess of money spent by
those corporations in that city over the
expenditures in Minneapolis at between
$3,500,000 and $5,000,000 per year. The
situation boiled down is that Minneapolia
Is furnishing the business and St. Paul is
getting the benefits. St. Paul's railway
population contains from 30,000 to 40,000
people who rightly belong to Minneapo-
lis. Mr. Lindsay continued:

The Omaha company, which claims this as
a termluns, has neither shops nor general
officers here. All of its passenger trains
reach St. Paul first and depart from there
last, giving passengers over forty minutes
more time in St. Paul. Our retail merchants
and jobbers loose $25,000 in trade every month
by this arrangement. Last year Minneapolis
gave the Omaha road over 41,000 more cars
of freight than St. Paul.

Mr. Partridge on Combination.
George H. Partridge reviewed the ad-

vantages possessed by Minneapolis as a
commercial center, and her great future
if given fair treatment by the railroads.
The trend of events in the railroad world
points to the rapid elimination of com-
petition. If combination is advantageous
to the railroad and other interests, why
can it not become an element of strength
in guarding the welfare of the city of
Minneapolis? Mr. Partridge notes sev-
eral points of discrimination against Min-
neapolis. As to ways and means he said:

The railroads are not going to grant con-
cessions until forced to do so. We know what
has been accomplished by the Soo on west-
bound business, and our lumbermen, grain
men and Jobbers know what has been done
for us on freight rates southwest by the
Minneapolis & St. Louis, but we cannot well
build a new road to Chicago, although it
would certainly be a most flattering propo-
sition if our shipping interests saw fit to take
it up. Can we hope, after the consolidation

Fortunately, we know what roads control
the rate situation so far as Minneapolis and
Chicago are concerned. They are the Chi-
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul and North-West-
ern—the Omaha being a part of the North-
Western and owned and controlled by the
same parties. The moment these roads ap-
prove a concession, it will be granted. These
roads have acted in harmony with Chicago
when the question of Chicago*and Minneapo-
lis interests clashed, and of late years, as
regards entering one another's territory, and
this fact doubtless accounts for the Milwau-
kee road, when they wished a connection
with the twin cities from the southwest,
planning to build from Mankato to Farming-
ton, in a territory with little business now
or in the future that is not already tribu-
tary to their lines, rather than via Benton
Junction, a shorter route, where many times
the local business in available, and which
route was surveyed and recommended to the
directors as the proper way to reach the twin
cities, when Messrs. Prior, Mitchell and Mer-
rill were in power and the relations with the
Omaha were not so intimate, but the build-
Ing of which was postponed by the directors
for lack of available funds.

scheme now rapidly being consummated is
completed, to find a Hill or a Harriman with
a Carnegie heart, who will give us one of
the old roads because of past favors so lib-
erally extended by us? I fear not.

At present two courses are open, If injus-
tice is done us. One is legislation, which
we all feel should only be adopted as a last
resort. A more effective one is to so con-
sign our freight as to force roads that con-
trol the railroad situation to give us what
we are entitled to. In the past we have been
far too ready to forget those who have aided
us and forgive those who have fought against
our getting our rights. A small rebate, very
confidentially granted everybody, now and
always has been most effective in leading us
to forget friends and wander off into the
enemies' camp.

Samples of Discrimination.
Mr. Partridge noted the once favorable

attitude of the Milwaukee on the Mankato
extension in the following:

At the present time the North-Western road
is asking that we vacate certain streets in
order to give them more storage room for
the large business they get from this city.
Is there any justice in our asking some favor
in return, or has their treatment of us in the
past entitled them to our consideration?

Over 40,000 more cars were handled by the
Omaha last year in Minneapolis than In St.
Paul, the earnings from which. It is fair to
say, exceeded $2,000,000. What has the Oma-
ha road done for us in a reciprocal sense,
compared with St. Paul, when our value to
the road is considered? Their headquarters
are in St. Paul. Their shops, so far as twin
cities are concerned, are in St. Paul. Their
passenger trains are run so as to serve St.
Paul interests. •

Mr. Partridge said that it was not un-
reasonable under the circumstances to ask
the Omaha road to move its headquarters
and shops to Minneapolis and make this
ita terminus in fact, or at least to run all

of their passenger trains via the M. & St.
L. from Merriam Junction through Min-
neapolis to St. Paul, since that road has ft
ninety-nine-year lease of the M. & St. L.
line from the junction. Continuing, h«
said:

Under our relative importance, why should;
not this city be the headquarters of all the
express companies, the Pullman company,
the transfer station for through baggage and
passengers? Why should not the name Min-
neapolis instead of St. Paul appear an All
through tickets? Why should not Minne-
apolis be made the transfer station for all
through mail?
I believe that from now ca we should de-

mand all we can fairly and reasonably ask
from the railroads, and, if necessary, adopt
the methods we have at hand to obtain them.
In the case now under consideration, tha
question for the North-Western road Is a
question of fair treatment. The question of
merited recognition of our value as a source
of revenue, a question of doing all that Is
possible to advance the Interests of that sta-
tion which furnishes by far the larger sh«re
of their west-bound business and practically
all of the freight to fill their east-bound and
lake-bound ears—a much greater tonnago
than all of their twin city west-bound busi-
ness. With us it is a question far greater
than the per foot value of the streets they
ask vacated. I would place no money con-
sideration in the balance. It Is the question
of our obtaining the privileges and rates our
location and business warrant, and thus ad-
vertise to the world our advantages as a busi-
ness point—ln fact, the question of self-
preservation.

CZAR MAGNANIMOUS
Free* All Newspapers From Inter-.

dictions and Punishments.
St. Petersburg, June 26.—The czar has

freed all newspapers and other periodi-
cals from all warnings, interdictions and
punishments and has decreed that such
warnings and interdictions expire, here-
after within definite periods.
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