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CITY CHILDREN IN THE COUNTRY
The Outing Association Will Send Several Hundred Little Ones to

Neighboring Farms Before the Summer Is Over.

*Tt» got new shoes an' a new dress
•n' a new hat an' I'm goin' to the country

to visit my country mama," sang a mite
of a girl as she danced down the court-

house corridor. "My country mama has
chickens an' cows an' pigs an. I can play
•with 'em all day long."

"Pooh, my country mama has a hun-
dred pigs and more'n a thousand chick-
ens," interrupted the equally small boy,
who ran to keep up with her.

"Have you got any speckled chickens?"
asked the girl mite anxiously, as she
dropped back on her heels.

"They're all speckled," responded the
boy with childish exaggeration.

"Well, your country mama hasn't got
a cat so old it can't walk!"

"She's got a dog what's got the room-
ism," making a valiant attempt at "rheu-
matism."

The girl mite looked a trifle downcast
In spite of the new shoes, the new dress
and the new hat.

"Perhaps," she said slowly, "my country
papa will let me ride the colt."

The boy drew his brows together in a
terrible frown. "If you do," he prophe-

sied darkly, "you'llfall off."
It is several years since the Outing as-

sociation began to send children to the
country and the boys and girls are no
longer overcome at the sight of the broad
expanse of fields, the tall trees and the
sparkling lakes. They know what an out-
ing means and they look forward to it
long before the snow is off the ground.

"What's a farm, Mrs. Smith?" they used
to ask. "Is it like Riverside park? Is
a pig like a horse?"

Pigs have been objects of interest ever
since the first boy came back from the
country with thrilling tales of the pigs
he had seen. He talked so much about
them that the children in th£ neighbor-

hood felt that the choicest gift the future
had in store for them was the sight of a
big fat pig. One little girl became home-
sick before she reached Blue Earth, the
destination of the little group sent out
by the Outing association, and begged to
be taken home. The women who had
charge of the young travelers assured
her that she could return on the first
train. The child's face brightened.

"Before I go home I want to see a pig,"

she said.
She had been detailed to a farm near

the town and the woman who was to take
care of her was waiting at the station.
When she heard of the request she volun-
teered to drive the little visitor out to see
the pig and bring her back in time for
the next train. But the return trip was
not necessary. The pig proved so fas-
cinating that all homesickness vanished
and the child remained several weeks.

Another little girl, a cripple, went to
the country in the hope of riding in a lum-
ber wagon such as Johnny Jones had
talked of all winter. When she reached
the station and was lifled into the buggy
with its high top she gave a wail of
despair.

"It isn't a lumber wagon," she sobbed.
Fortunately a lumber wagon was also

at the station and the owner good-na-
turedly offered to drive the child to the
farm and she went away, each joltof the
wagcrl shaking her crippled little body,

but there was a beatific expression on her
face.

"Tell Johnny I'm riding in a lumber
wagon," she called to the woman who
had brought the children from Minne-
apolis and who would take the next train
home.

Last summer over 500 children. were
taken to the country for an outing by the
association. The number will not be
quite as large this season as the associa-
tion was late in arranging for its work,
but at least several hundred little ones
will learn something of purer air and
purer living.

Much has been said about the impres-

sions of the children on first seeing the
country and quite as much might be writ-
ten of their thoughts on returning to the
cramped surroundings, the sordid homes

and the heavy atmosphere of the city.
They have, forgotten what home is like
while frolicking in the fields. Some turn
their faces to the wall and weep to re-
turn to the country, others are so inter-
ested in all" they r have to tell that they
overlook the present in the past and still
others, the older boys and girls, bravely

: ignore the discomforts or struggle to over-
come them. These older boys and girls
return much more helpful than they went
away. The men and women in the country
have more time in which to teach them
than those in- the city and Molly proudly

shows the apron she has made or rolls
up her sleeves and cooksi the simple din-
ner.

The hardworking mothers have little
time in which to enjoy their children.
They have to leave in the morning before
the little' ones are up and it is almost
bedtime when they return. Sunday, is the

| only day they are together and then over-
worked musN^s and harrassed , nerves
come in conuVt with uncurbed spirits

with more or less friction.
t

It is easy to
understand why the country mothers hold
up their, hands in horror at the thought
of a girl of 10 years of age who cannot
sew.

It is not surprising that so many
mothers board their children when they

have so little time; to look after them.
The great disadvantage in this is that
they so seldom see 1the little ones. They
are too tired after the day's work to visit
them and they are kept busy every day
in the week to earn money enough to
pay the $2 the board costs and an amount
large enough to support themselves. To
them ,the Outing: association is a good
fairy. It not-only sends the children to
the country, but it saves the cost of their
board during their absence and enables
the mothers to get a little ahead.

The children frequently return to the
same farm, year after year, and Mrs.
Jones will send word that if she cannot
have Imogen Smith she will not take a
child or Mrs. Brown will want to know
why Eliza Dale has been sent to her
when she has always had. Willie Swanson.
The little visitors are surprisingly well
behaved and the people who have opened
their homes have had occasion to register
few complaints. The small children invar-

[ i;ibly call the women who takes them
their "country mammas." ..'^T

"I have two mammas," one little tot
explained: "A country mamma and a
city mamma and my country mamma is

have two mammas," one little tot
ained. "A country mamma and a
mamma and my country mamma is

lots kinder to me than my city mamma."
When the children return to the city

their country mothers hospitably request
them to come, again and the small peo-
ple treasure this general invitation and
hurry to inform Mrs. Smith at the Out-
ing association rooms that they have been
asked by Mrs. Green to visit her. Mrs.
Smith has to look up the invitation and
sometimes she discovers that it was given
in good faith and Susan or Mary is sent
back the next summer.

Very few of the children return with-
out an addition to their wardrobe and the
paper bag which carried the modest out-
fit to the country is discarded in favor of
a basket or bag to hold the new frocks
or blouses. The children also bring home
vegetables, butter and eggs to the less
fortunate members of the family who have
not seen the vegetables grow or partici-
pated in making the butter. The bringing
of chickens, dogs and cat's is rather dis-
couraged for there is little place at home
in which to Care for pets.

- In the years that the Outing association
I has been sending parties into the country
! only two cases of illness, have been re-
I ported and both of those were due to im-
i pure water which the children drank be-
fore leaving home. Both patients recov-
ered and were sent home rosy and fat
with a collection of tales about the pigs,
the sheep and the cows, just as all the
outing children return with which to re-
gale their scl /jI mates. The narrow lives
are broadened, the weak bodies strength-
ened and their tired "^ninds refreshed all
through that good fairy, the Outing asso-
ciation.

A FORTUNE IN HORNS
A Hartford Woman Has a Monopoly

of Buffalo Minns.

The business enterprise many years ago of
an eastern man now a resident of Minnesota,
and his kindness and affection for his sister
iv Hartford, Conn., have resulted in placing
her In* a. position of probable future affluence.
She has become the proprietor of probably the
most singular collection of wealth in the
United States, nearly 10,000 pairs of buffalo
horns, which once adorned the heads of h*rds
of bUson which occupied the plains of the
west.

Nearly twenty years ago, when the plains
of the west were covered with the remaining
herds of buffalo, the woman's brother was
engaged in purchasing the rights of way for
the Great Northern railroad, and during his
travels saw immeuee quantities of bones,

skulls and horns of buffalo being collected for
shipment east to be ground into fertilizers for
New England iarm.?. Two hundred oar loads
had been collected and were being packed,
when this sagacious man reflected that the
slaughter of buffaio would extinguish the
species and, buffalo gone, there would be no
more buffalo horns, which he had seen con-
verted into various articles of usefulness and
decoration. With him, to reflect was to act,

and he soon decided to purchase all he could
buy. Setting Indians at work, he soon made

In a school opened in Bangkok by an Eng-
lish lady there are fifteen pupils, and all are
princesses of the royal family of Siam. They
receive lessons each day in reading, writing
and music, but the time which they spend in
this way is trifling compared with what
they devote to the study of domestic science.
They board at the school, and they are taught
'to cook, sweep rooms, wash clothes, bake
bread and do everything else that comes
witUin the province of a good housekeeper.
They cook the meals in turn, and while one
is thus engaged, the others lay the table,
arrange the Mowers and write the menus.

arrangements for them to separate the horns
from the skulls, wnich had lain bleaching on
the plains of Montana for many years. Horns
were a drug en the market then and wen 3 '
worth about a cent a pound off the hoof. ,
When he had got his horny collection to- i

gether. there were ab^ut 10,000 pairs of buf- ]
falo horns stored away up in a corner of the j
state, and he had cornered the market.

Other enterprises commanded his attention.
one little diversion being the purchase of
town sites along the line of the road, which
tlone wa-s sufficient to make him immensely
rich, and in course of time he almost forgot
his collection of horns. Meantime, his sister
In Hartford, a woman who has displayed con-
eiderable inventive genius in a small way,
bad heard of her brother's collection and
wondered if she couid make a market for the
horns. Samples of horns were sent on to her
and she has now found that there is a de-
mand for the goods. Her brother has made
her a gift of the entire bunch, "neariy 10,000
pairs, and she has mflde an arrangement to
place them on the market in several forn-.s.

The buffalo horn is susceptible of the high-
eet polUh. After an outside covering has
been removed, the horn in the rough is as
black as ebony ali through. This takes a
brilliant polish, ;he method of obtaining
•which was at one time a secret possessed by
the Indian?. The Hartford woman, in arran-
ging to market her strange collection, spent
some time in Leoruinster, Mass., where there
are twenty-three bene factories, and studied
the subject of boncj and bone manipulation,

and coon learned je way to polish buffalo
liorns to her compk i satisfaction and gratifi-
cation. A proposition has been made to her
to design many effects in which the horns
Tnp.y be used, and she has now under con \u25a0

templation an offer to sell the entire lot of
3'orns, which on etorage occupies 1,000 cubi?
feet of space, but sne will probably mak?
other arrangements.

A SCHOOL FOR PRINCESSES.

The turquoise matrix, combined with the
rose finish and gold, has , lost none ofIits
popularity and it is conspicuous among the
new hat pins, 'both .for the outing chapeau or
the more dainty creation called the "picture
hat"; \u25a0•..; •;*p^:;*f*ViV'-J- . \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0. -r.' . \

If you had taken two of Carter's Little
Liver Pills before retiring you would not
have had that coated tongue or bad taste
in the mouth this morning. Keep a vial
with you for occasional use.

COUNTESS TOLSTOI
She Has Stood Bravely l>> Her Hus-

band's Side.
Countess Sophia Andrerovna Tolstoi, wife

of the famous Russian novelist and sociolo-
gist, may be accounted one of the most re-
markable women in Europe. She has stood
fast by her husband's side in all his ups and
downs of fortune and was his mainstay dur-
ing his recent disgrace by the Russian gov-
ernment for having defended the liberty-lov-
ing students of St. Petersburg. Countess
Tolstoi is a genuine wife and mother and
very different in her tastes from her phi-
losopher husband. The count describes her
as a "high flyer at fashion." Judging from
accounts of a recent visitor to Russia, the
same distinction characterizes the husband
and wife. This visitor describes his inter-
view with the great author and reformer.
The count was in peasant dress and received
his guest in a plainly furnished study. But
when the two repaired to the reception room
they found the'countess in magnificent court
costume, and the ladies who were with her
were similarly attired. These things, how-
ever, are merely matters of taste. From the
events of the late uprising in Russia It
would seem that the countess has a peculiar
right to be heard and honored by every one.
Her husband's excommunication gave her an
opportunity of issuing a public letter in these
words: "God will be lenient to those who,
even outside the church, have lived a life
of humility, renunciation of the good things
of this world, love and devotion. His par-
don is surer for them than for those whoso
miters and decorations sparkle with precious
stones, but who strike and expel from the
church those over whom they are set us
pastors. Hyprocrisy would vainly distort my
words, for good faith does not err in judging
people's real intentions." Countess Tolstoi
for many years has acted as her husband's
friend, secretary and critic. The romance of

Any of the beautiful laces of the sum-
mer can make this simple but charming
gown, and the foundation may be in color
or ivory white silk.

FISHING ON THE PIER

their lovemaking is found in "Anna Kare-
nina."

TOO MUCH POLITICS
Causes Mrs. Lathrop to Resign From

Bourd of Charities.
Miss Julia Lathrop of Rockford, 111., has

resigned from the state board of charities on.
account of "too much politics." She claims
that Governor Yates before his election prom-
ised to favor the merit system in the charit-
able institutions and to relieve the boards in
charge of them from executive and political
interference and that he has not kept his
promises.

Since her school days Miss Lathrop has
devoted attention to the social problems and
has been identified with a number of charit-
able and philanthropic institutions. Miss Jane
Addams and Miss Lathrop have been close
friends for years^nd the latter was one of the
first suporters of Hull House and its summer
school, which is conducted at Rockford col-
lege.

A cake of magnesia is a good friend to the
economical \u25a0woman In these days of many light
frocks, and the mother finds it quite as indis-
pensable for cleaning the baby's dainty -white
cloaks and caps as does the summer girl
for her numerous costumes and accessories.
An expensive laundry bill may often be
avoided by this small cake of magnesia when
a dress or cloak or some dainty neck fixing
is fresh and white except for a spot or stain
that renders it unsightly. Rub the soiled
spots on both sides of the goods and after
airing hang away with the magnesia still
there. When the dress is wanted again dust
the magnesia off lightlyand it will be found
to have carried away part of the soil and
to hide the rest, keeping it immaculate for
several wearings.

A CAKE OP MAGNESIA.

This elegant frock of black silk muslin
and velvet ribbon, with shirred waist and
sleeves, is suitable for any age.

An enterprise of interset to bird lovers is
the little home studio for canaries kept by a
Brooklyn woman. To teach a bird to sing
sounds somewhat like taking liberties with
nature, but there is a distinct difference be-
tween the singing of these birds after taking

a full course of music lessons and their per-
formance as given without regard to the laws
of harmony.

—New York Press.

USE OF SURNAMES
Some Absurd Combinations Which

Burden Innocent Children.
Although the present fashion of christening

children with family surnames is much to
tie commended for many reasons, it carries
with it sonic awful possibilities unknown in
the days of Mary Anns and John Henrys.
A glance at the following list, each name of
which is genuine, will illustrate sufficiently
well the possibilities of nomenclature rest-
ing with parents in their choice of names
for the men and women of to-morrow:

Edna Broker Mothershead.
Marian English Earle.
Sawyer Turner Somerset.
Will W. Upp.
Xealon Pray Daily.
Benton KillingSavage.
Owen Taylor Money.
Ima Little Lamb.
Broker Husbands Hart.
R. U. Phelan-Goode.
Marie A. Bachelor.
May Tyus Upp.
I. Betty Sawyer.
Mabel Eve Story.
Will Waltz Wither.
Waring Green Cotes.
Iva Winchester Rifle.
Etta Lotta Hammond-Degges.
Barber Cutting Mann.
Weir Sick O'Bryan.
Makin Loud Noyes.
Hurd Copp Cumming.
Rodenor Pullman Karr.
Doody Spies Sourwine.
Knott Worth Reading.

Primitive bird organs imported from Ger-
many are the main educators in the studio.
A thoroughly finished resident pupil, who
taa been under the organ's influence from in-
fancy, brings the faculty $50, and is consid-
ered well worth the money. Pupils from out-
side are received. Birds with shrill, high-
pitched voices are taught to manage and mod-
ulate their tones, while birds who have not
sung for a long time and whose owners are
worried about them, recover their voices and
catch fresh inspiration from hearing the or-
gan play.

The bird culturist has her birds in a top-
story flat in that part of Brooklyn where
rents are cneap enough to allow of space to
spread out in. The best rooms are given up
to the birds and the organs, although the reg-
ulating of singing methods and various de-

Just the Place to Hest Tired Nerves
Is Mackinac Island. Only $13.50 from St.
Paul or Minneapolis and return via East-
ern Minnesota Railway and Steamship
"Miami." Ticket office, 300 Nicollet ave-
nue, Minneapolis, Minn.

tails of bird raising are conducted cheek by

jowlwith homely family tasks.
"In my part of German nobody would put

up with the singing of an •untrained canary,"
says the principal of the industry, who has
lived long enough in America to speak Eng-
lish well. "They would as lief listen to a cat
squalling or a parrot scolding. Over here I've
heard the birds that were kept for pets sing-
ing in tones that made me wince, and I sent
for an organ and trained a few birds, just to
see if the people would notice the difference
In the performance.

"Several bird dealers sent their customers
and their friends to hear my birds, and I got
so many orders for trained singers that I
went in regularly for the business. My birds
now have been sold as far away as Wisconsin
and South Dakota, and there are generally
orders ahead for certain kinds of singers."

The bird organ is strange, bo*h in sound
and appearance, to an American observer.
Of the height of a tall corner clock, it con-
sists of big, water-filled cylinders, fitting one
into the other, and manipulated by ropes and
pulleys that hang from a stout cross bar. The
seat of the music itself is contained in a small
box affixed to the top.

The organ gives out a low, plaintive mono-
tone that goes on and on like the sound of a

THE AMERICANJIOLLEGE GIRL
Professor Mnntterberg Compliments

Her in No Measured Terms.

The impression made upon a foreigner by

the American college girl is set forth at some
length in Professor Munsterberg's article in
an issue of the International Monthly. He
says:

"There are beautiful and brilliant anS
clever and' energetic women the world over,
but the college girl is a new type to us, and
next to the twenty-four-story buildings, noth-
ing excites our curiosity more than the
women who have studied. * * * Even he
who is most violently prejudiced is first rec-
onciled and then becomes enthusiastic. He
wanders In vain through the colleges to find
the repulsive creature he expected, and the
funny picture of the German comic papers
changes slowly into an enchanting type by
Gibson. And when he has made good use
of his letters of introduction and has met
these new creations at closer range, has
chatted with them before cozy open fires,
ha 9 danced and bicycled and golfed with
them, has been at their clubs and meetings

and charities, he finds himself discouragingly
word-poor when he endeavors to describe,
with his Imperfect English, the impression
that has been made upon him; he feels that
his vocabulary is not sufficiently provided
with complimentary epithets."

As to marriage for the'college girl:
"The woman has not become less attrac-

tive as regards marriage; but has not mar-
riage become less attractive to the woman?
And long before the freshman year, did not
the outer influences begin to impel in that
direction? Does it not begin in every coun-
try school where the girls sit on the same
bench with the boys and discover, a long,
long time too early, how stupid those boys
are? Coeducation has many desirable fea-
tures; it strengthens the girls; It refines the
boys; it cultivates a comradeship between
the two sexes. But these factors make the
at the same time for an indifference toward
the other sex, toward a disillusionism, which
must show in the end. The average Ger-
man girl thinks, I am sorry to say, that she
will marry any one who will not make her
unhappy; the ideal German girl thinks that
she will marry only the man who will cer-
tainly make her happy. The ideal American
girl thinks that she can marry only the man
without whom she will be unhappy, and the
average American girl approaches this stand-
point with an alarming rapidity."

The garment here illustrated may be
made at home of any sheer material with
lace insertion at the seams and yoke and
velvet ribbon trimming.

SCHOOL FOR FEATHERED SONGSTERS

A Brooklyn Woman Has Opened a Study Tor Canaries—Bird
Organs From Germany.

streamlet running over rocka or the wind's
motion In the trees.

It is music soothing and appealing rather
than stimulating, but now and again comes
a strain that suggests the piping of the shep-
herds out on the hills, and the tinkling of
cowbells in the meadow. No wonder it sets
the canaries to thinking and summoning up
their sweetest notes. There are two organ 3
in the rooms, each playing to a separate class
of- pupils, the canaries being divided into
advanced and primary grades,' according to
their voice, quality and physique.

"The organ cannot give the birds tnelr
variety of strains, but it prompts them to
make the best of their powers," said the bird
culturlst. "They take lessons from It un-
consciously and learn to sing with taste and
expression. It is a very dull or sickly bird
that will not try to sing under its influence
and it has an astonishing effect over nervous,
fidgety birds."

The organ used for rehearsing the senior
class of pupils is run by electricity and !s of
finer workmanship than the other organ,
though of similar pattern. Its tones are
richer and more refined, although the music
is as simple and rustic. There are some quits
old heads at singing kept in the primary
grades because of their defective method,
birds with husky, uncertain voices or whoso
performance is of such loud register as to
be more of a nuisance than a pleasure. Pro-
spective purchasers are invited to choose
birds from the senior class, and it is said
that singers secured from the studio never
lapse into careless, incorrect singing after
being removed from the organ's vicinity.
Their style once formed is formed for life.

The very young birds are kept by them-
selves and the female birds are also kept
separate from the others, although allowed
to fly at liberty behind a wire netting, a
make-believe flr tree serving them for a
roosting place. They can hear the music from
the other rooms, though never required to
sing.

"In order to have good voices the birds
must have good constitutions," says the
mistress as she looks in at her hopefuls flying
about in the open. "I give my females every
chance to exercise and keep healthy, so that
their nestlings will be hatched with sound
physique. Some few of the mothers sing, but
I do not encourage them to do so.

"Of course I get acquainted with the tem-
per and characteristics of all my birds and
can tell from a fledgling's first trial arias
whether he is apt to become a valuable
singer. Occasionally, though, some bird that
I passed over as scarcely worth training de-
velops wonderfully.

CARPETS AND RUGS
How They Should Be Cleaned and

Cared For.

STEAM CARPET CLEANER A BOON

Method Which Injures Neither Tint
nor Texture, Yet Gives a

Clean Surface.

To take up a carpet properly, first sweep
and wipe it, then remove every tack, and
carefully fold one-half the carpet back upon
the other. Sweep the exposed underside with
a stiff broom, well dampened, fold again in
half, and sweep the under side. Repeat until
the whole carpet is in a handy pile, which
can be lifted in taking away. It is vandalism
of the worst sort to drag out either rugs or
carpets. Take up the lining, one breadth at
a time, beginning at one end, shaking and
brushing free of dust, but very gently, and
rolling up the length as it is cleaned. Num-
ber the rolls consecutively, so there will ba
no uncertainty in refitting.

Steam carpet cleaning is no mysterious
process, as many housewives mistakably sup-
pose. The carpet cleaner is unquestionably
a boon, still all he does Is ta put dirty floor
coverings into a huge drum with slatted
sides and open bottom, which steam revolvea
at a high rate, while arms inside the drum
beat and whip out the dust, which a blast
of air carries away. Thus it is plain steam-
cleaning is only a very perfect way of carpet
beating. In a city house or apartment it i*
well to have recourse to it. But if one has a
backyard, or even floor space big enough to
spread a carpet out, it can. be cleaned at
home even better than abroad.

Having a grass plot, stretch the carpet
smoothly over it, right side down, then with
long, limber rattan switches whip It steadily
for an hour. After the whipping sweep th«
wrong side twice with a wet broom, and
finish by going all over it with a cloth wrung
out of ammonia water. Fold one-half ov»r
upon the other side after this wiping, then
take a very fine, stiff whisk broom and brush
all of the right side visible. Now tie a double
handful of either wheat bran or sawdust
loosely in the middle of a double square of
cheese cloth, dip the swab thus formed la

I clean ammonia water, and rufr the carpet

i face hard with it until it is dirty. Wash in
j plain water, then dip again In the ammonia
j water, and keep on rubbing until all the sur-
| face Is washed. Fold the carpet again, and
I wash the next quarter, then turn over and
! clean the last quarter. Hang to dry and air,

taking pains to hang it straight. The bran-
swab is an excellent thing to clean a carpet
upon the floor. If the colors, are dim and
faded it may be worth while to use prepare*
ox-gall, a tablespoonful to the gallon in
the water in place of ammonia.

Brush rugs twice upon both sides, then
whip on both sides and brush again. Hang
them over a line or on trestles, if there is no
grass plot handy nor a naked floor upon
which they may be spread. Do not clutch

I them by a corner and shake like mad. That
fetches out some dirt, but not all of It, and
is also apt to fetch away part ol the rug-
fabric. With grass and a sunny day, after
brushing and beating, spread the rugs per-
fectly smooth, then sprinkle them lightly, one

i ta a time, with tepid water through a very
! fine hose, or atomizer, and wipe off with a

soft, clean cloth before the water has time
to soak in. If a rug is very dirty, lay it in
the sun, and shake clean hardwood sawdust
thickly over it, let it lie six hours,, then
sweep off with a stiff, clean broom, and
finish by going overwith a towel wrung out of
hot water and pinned tight over the broom.

Rugs with white or very light grounds
may be cleaned by sprinkling with corn-
starch mixed with one-sixth its bulk of pre-
pared chalk. Let the starch remain several
hours and brush it out with a fine whisk

I broom, then hang in the sun, and beat well
before putting down. This method is recom-
mended for fine, silky rugs, as it injures
neither tint nor texture, and makes a beauti-

j fully clean surface.
'—

j ; PENSIONS FOR COURT LADIES. '
j The ladies of Queen Victoria's court have

' I learned, after a period of somewhat' anxious
! waiting, ' that they are to receive pension?

I That In Itself is something of a rollef; fol
: many of these ladies, though of high lineage,
\u25a0 were of meagre fortune, and In most casea
j had years'of faithful and arduous service to \u25a0

{ plead. A maid of honor, for example, always
found her post richer in honor than in profit.

I But the pensions accorded -are minute, and
the .excuse alleged is the inadequacy of tha

" provisions for>; royal '• expenses.- For the ' last
• two or three • years Queen • Victoria jfailed .to
§ meet her official expenditure out of the civil
' list, and had to bring up i the reserves "of her

-\u25a0 private fortune. ' /\u25a0* \u25a0 :.";"\u25a0', ' ;.
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