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THE PRESIDENT’S
FIRST BUFFALO

J. A. Ferris, Now of Medora, Was His Guide---
Stories of “Teddy” in Camp and Afield.

THEODORE
As he looked in the old days of his lif ¢ in the Bad Lands of North Dakota.

Bpecial to The Journal.

Bismarck, N. D., Oct. 19.—When Theo-
dore Roosevelt, as a candidate for vice
president of the United States, halted his
special train long enough at Medora to
greet old friends, whom he had met in
the earlier days of Bad Lands history,
he found a great change from the condi-
tions that had prevailed upon his first ar-
rival at the crossing of the Little Missou-
ri. The cowboy of the early days, with his
immense broad rim hat, leathern ‘“‘chaps,”
eilver mounted spurs, and altogether pic-
turesque appearance, was no more to be
geen. Where the erratic and visionary
Marquis de Mores had erected his exten-
sive beef abatoirs and slaughtering plant,
with all the modern attachments then
known, there stood only the silent and de-
perted monument of his

ing strangely out of place in the quiet lit-
tle hamlet. But there was present the
entire population in and tributary to the
little Bad Lands town, and with each one
Roosevelt exchanged a hearty hand clasp
end kind word, recalling some little inci-
dent of the early days.

At Medora in 1383,

Roosevelt's first trip to Medora was
made in the fall of 1883. At that time
conditions at the crossing of the Little
Missouri river were distinctly those of the
frontier. The Northern Pacific construc-
tion crew had a short time before bridged
the Little Missouri, and soldiers were sta-
tioned at a temporary cantonment in the
Bad Lands to protect the advance guard
of the railroad from the attacks of In-
dians. For a few years Iimmediately

rior to that time the country round about

ad been thronged with buffalo hunters,

who slaughtered these monarchs of the
prairie indiscriminately for the hides they
afforded. Save for the deep-cut buffalo
trails, occasional military roads and the
pony paths of hunters, the country was
unbroken. Deer abounded in the gorges
of the Bad Lands and in the timber fring-
dng the river, and antelope were plenti-
ful on the farther prairies. It was a
w~eritable paradise for sportsmen.

The buffalo had been decreasing under
the inroads of ‘“pot hunters,” but a few
of them were to be found on the head-
waters of the water courses flowing into
the Little Missouri, fifty or sixty miles
from Medora, or as it was then called,
Little Missouri, the name of the town
having been changed to that of the wife
of the Marquis de Mores, after the heavy
'investments of the French nobleman. It
was buffalo hunting that brought Roose-
velt to the Bad Lands, and his invest-
ments in cattle there were the results
of his observations while on his first hunt-
ing trip. It was a prospect that would
have dismayed a less energetic and de-
termined young man than Roosevelt when
he first stepped from the train on a Sep-
tember day in 1883. The buffalo ranges
were fifty miles away, over a country ex-
ceedingly rough and unbroken , and to be
reached only after much hardship and ex-
posure. Saddle horses were few and un-
trustworthy, and camp life full of hard-
ship. When Roosevelt inquired as to the
best means of getting to the hunting
ranges, old hunters stared at the “tender-
foot.”” But he was after buffalo and buf-
falo he would have, and chance led him to
accost J. A. Ferris, a young Canadian,
who had come out to the new country a
few years before and was familiar with
plains life and the hunting trail. Ferris
is still at Medora, where he owns a band
of cattle, operates a general store and
Prldes himself upon being the man who
‘broke Roosevelt in” to western life.

Gets His First Buffalo.

He was a rather thin young man, plainly
dressed and when he asked me to go buffalo
hunting with him, I was surprised indeed,”
sald Mr. Ferris, in speaking of Roosevelt's
first trip. I was considerably in doubt, too,
as to whither he could stand the trip. It
meant lots of hardship and hard work to kill
& buffalo at that time. But there was some-
thing in the set of the young man’s face that
told me was bound to go, and finally I con-
sented to be his guide. We started off with
& hunting outfit to the head of Bacon creek,
about fifty miles from the railroad crossing.
Roosevelt was on horseback, and where he
learned to ride I don’t know, but he rode
as well or better than I did and could stand
just,as much knocking about. In making or
breaking camp he was handy as a pocket in
& shirt, and seemed to know just what to
do. On the first night out, when we were
twenty-five or thirty miles from a settle-
ment, we went into camp on the open prairie,
with our saddle blankets over us, our horses
plicketed, and the picket ropes tied about the
horns of our saddles, which we used for pil-
lows. In the middle of the night there was
a rush, our pillows were swept out from
under our heads and our horses went tear-
ing off over the prairie, frightened by wolves,
which were prowling in the vicinity. Away
tore the horses, and we heard the saddles
thumping over the groundsafter them. Roose-
velt was up and off in a minutes after them.
Together we chased those frightened horses
over the prairfe until they slackened speed
and we caught up with them. The night was
dark and there was little to guide us on our
return. Roosevglt’s bump of locality was
good, and he Jed the way back to camp
straight as a die.

On the following day we reached our hunt-
ing grounds and for several days traveled
about without being able to get a shot at
a buffalo. On the fourth or fifth day out,
I think it was, while we were riding nlong'
our horses picked up thelr ears, as they wlli
do when big game is in the vicinity, and I
told Roosevelt there was a buffalo close at
hand. We dismounted, and advanced to a
big ‘‘wash-out’’ near, peered over ' its edge,
and there stood a huge buftalo bull, calmly
h?;l’;‘ulnd ::" w:;-:' of our presence.

i m W ‘patch of
lh‘ side,” 1 sald, "‘and you've r‘e:t.m,:.

misguided en- .
terprise in a great, frame building, look- |
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ROOSEVELT,

Roosevelt was cool as a cucumber, took a
careful aim and fired. Out came the buffalo
from the washout, with blood pouring from
his mouth and nose. ‘“‘You've shot him,” I
shouted, and so it proved, for the buifalo
plunged a few steps and fell.

Engages in Ranching.

It was on this trip that Roosevelt, with
that quick determination that has char-
acterized him, saw the possibilities of the
business of maturing Texas cattle on the
broad ranges of the Bad Lands. While
in the buffalo hunting camp he sent word
to 8. M. Ferris and A. W. Merrifield, then
located at what is known as the Chimney
Butte ranch, seven miles from Medora on
the Little Missouri river, asking them if
they would consider a proposition to en-
gage in the cattle business with him, if
he furnished the animals to stock the
ranch, they to assume charge. of them
while on the range. The result of the
conference was that Roosevelt deposited
to their credit funds sufficient to buy 500
head of steers and thus became a ranch-
man with “cattle on a thousand  hills.”

The animals were bought that fall and
in the spring the holdings were increased
to several thousand head. The Maltese
cross was chosen as Roosevelt's brand
and soon came to be well known on the
ranges.

A second ranch was established on the
river forty miles north of Medora and
was known as the ‘“Elkhorn.” This was
in the fastnesses of an extremely wild
and unbroken country. Its location and
surroundings made it especially popular
with Roosevelt. Deer abounded on all
sides, and within a 100 yards he was able
to get a shot at the wary black tail. In
the wild buttes roundabout was to be
found that wariest of big game animals,
the mountain sheep. No better illustra-
tion of the patience and persistence of
Theodore Roosevelt is afforded than the
success with which he was able to stalk
the mountain ram. He would crawl for
hours to get within shooting distance of a
moutain sheep, says Mr. Ferris, and when
his rifle cracked he was pretty sure to
bring down what he was after,

Roughed It With the Cowboys.

With the increase of Roosevelt's ranch-
ing interests, the Maltese cross outfit put
on a round-up wagon of its own, with a
ranch foreman and the usual force of
riders. Cattle growing in those days was
on the bonanza plan. Thousands upon
thousands of Texas steers were turned out
upon the ranges to seek their own suste-
nance from the range grass. Twice in
each year the country was ‘“‘worked’” by
the round-up outfits. Reciprocity was a
practical principle among the cattle bar-
ons, and each round-up outfit, no matter
to what company it belonged, worked all
the cattle it encountered on its trip.
Bach day the wagon moved a distance of
twenty or thirty miles along the main
water course. Morning and afternoon the
riders circled the country for a distance
of forty or fifty miles, bringing in to camp
all the cattle found. At noon and in the
evening the oalves were branded, the
beeves “cut out” of the main herd and
close herded with the wagon until some
shipping point was reached, and the day's
work ended for the cowboy with a night
guard of two hours about the beef herd,
to guard against stampedes. It was the
hardest kind of work, but Roosevelt de-
termined to gain his knowledge of it
from experience.

“l want to work with my wagon as a
cowboy,”” he sald to his foreman, S. M.
Ferris, “‘and I don’t want to be shown
any favors. I want ypu to treat me just
as any other cowboy with the wagon,
and I'll manage to get along.”

S0 Roosevelt worked for part of a sea-
son as a cowboy. He had his own “string”
of horses and they were as ugly and ill-
tempered as the majority of cow-horses.
He was not a broncho-breaker, as he has
been pictured to be, and he took no un-
necessary chances in mounting or en-
deavoring to tame an especially ugly
horse. But he did not shrink from riding
his own horses when they cut up the cus-
tomary capers of must&::gs, and although
he was sometimes thrown and on one or
two occasions pretty badly bruised and
hurt, he stuck to his mounts until he
had mastered them.

“He learned more and faster by obser-
vation than any man I ever saw,” sald
his ranch foreman, 8. M. Ferris, in speak-
ing of his season on the range. ‘He
learned to rope his own horse when it
was. time to get a mount in the morning.
He watched the men throw and brand
calves and he got to be as good a calf
wrestler as any of them. He was among
the first up in the mMorning, took his trick
with the men in the morning and after-
noon and stood his two hours guard over
the herd at night. I never heard him
complain of his bargain, and when he fin-
ished his work with the outfit he had the
good will of every man in camp, as a good,
wholesouled, companionable comrade.”

Experiences as a Deputy Sheriff.

Roosevelt had a stern and strict semse
of justice. On one occasion he followed
two men who had stolen a boat from his
place, arrested them and assisted in their
prosecution. On another occasion he fol-
lowed cattle thieves, and as deputy
sheriff took them after their arrest a
long distance overland to Dickinson and
lodged them in jail. To a cowboy who pro-
posed roping and branding a maverick
for him on the range, Roosevelt made his
terse observation: “If you steal for me
you’'ll steal from me,” and he sent the
man to the ranch to get his time. Will-
ing always to nourish the spirit of
patriotism, made a long drive into
Dickinson, ‘in 1886, to accept an in-

tation from 'a Jocal committee to make

a rousing one, too, and is still fresh in
the remembrance of the ploneers of that
western country, who allude to it as “‘the
finest d——d Fourth of Ju.y speech ever
made west of the Missouri river.”

After his investment in the cattle busi-
ness in 1883, Roosevelt was a yearly vis-
itor to his ranch. From his Elkhorn
ranch he outfitted for his- hunting trips
into the Rocky Mountains, and from his
Maltese cross ranch he dedicated one
of his works on western life and the ex-
periences of the hunting trail. His cat-
tle ventures in the west, while not over-
successful, returned him good interest
on his investment, and when he retired
from the business in the early ninetles,
e took the good will of the entire coun-
try, as a ‘‘nice, clean, square gentle-
man, and nothing too good for him' to
voice the sentiment of the plainsmen in
their own terms.

A popular story of the space writers
describes the nearness to a personal. en-
counter between the Marquis de Mores
and Roosevelt, when both were temporary

residents of Medora. Nothing is known
of such an incident by the men who knew
both De Mores and Roosevelt best, and
one of the few meetings between the two
men in the west was when De Mores ip-
vited the young New Yorker to dinuer
at the house built by the French noble-
man on a bluff overlooking the Little Mis-
souri river.

Reosevelt has no firmer friends than
among the men on the cattle ranges, with
whom he passed many mutually pleasant
hours, and to whom he is indebted for
much of the schooling in self-reliance that
has been valuable to him in his stren-
uous later career.

COULD THiS OLD

CHIMNEY SPEAK

Most Conspicuous Relic of the Ruin Wrought at New Ulm by the
Redskins.

Special to The Journal,

New Ulm, Minn.,, Oct. 19.—Under the
bluff that skirts the southern boundary of
this city and half buried by the debris
that has accumulated in the years that it
has remained idle, lie the ruins of an old
distillery, quaint, picturesque and, in a
measure, grand; the only really notice-
able relic of the ruin and desolation
wrought by the Indians in the- terrible
massacre of 1862. Most noticeable about
the ruin is the tall brick smokestack that
stands sentinel-like against the sky as the
sun sinking down behind the ridge casts
its long, black shadows toward the city.

The place has a history, linked as it is
with those early days when fortunes were
reckoned by the thousands only, and men
were paid for their labor in checks on the
stores instead of in coin, and when the
democracy of a frontier life made all
people equal,
was almost established and men were
happy. No railroad had been builk further
west than St. Paul, and the thrifty, happy,
farming community of New Ulm was en-
joying a season of prosperity, so much so
that people from the east were hearing
of it and looking with envy toward it.

It was then that H. A. Subilia, an ec-
centric man, vislonary in the extreme,
conceived the idea that all the town need-
ed to complete its happiness was a first-
class distillery. The project even in these
latter days would have looked impossible
to the ordinary person, but with his own
and what money he cculd borrow Subilia
went to work and when he got through

a community of interests|

The distillery, however, never was a
success.
did not possess a brewery, the Germans
did not take to whisky, but the business
was kept up until, when the Indians swept
down on the city, it was among the first
buildings to be destroyed. It was not
razed, however, only burned, and for
vears the walls stood intact, but time and
the elements have crumbled them. Brick
after brick has fallen until now only
the foundation walls remain and through
the opening where once was the office-
room there now grows a box-elder tree
that is fully a foot in diameter. Owls and
bats nest in the walls, and swallows
swarm in and out through the openings in
ithe chlmn:&. and down where used to be
the snake-like worm through which the
whisky distilled, the boys dig angleworms
and pick the wild thorn apple,

Shortly after the erection of the plant
the following notice appeared in the
New Ulm Pioneer, a German newspaper
published in this city:

NOTICE TO FARMERS.

The Waraju Steam Distillery will exchange
whisky for rye, barley, corn, wood, etc. We
distill every day, therefore farmers can safely
bring their grain and secure whisky for the
hot harvest work. To those who have no
grain on hand we will extend credit until
atter the harvest. We are always ready to
extend credit so as to give like for like. We
will take hogs to fatten and will return same
in December or January fattened.

< —H. A. Stbilia & Co.

It is gaild that many who thus were ex-

ke had a brewery that had cost more than
$10,080.

The building was 72x46 feet and to the
eaves it measured 38 feet. It had a ca-
pacity for consuming 250 bushels of grain
daily, though the highest it had ever at-
tained was in the mneighborhood of 100
bushels; its construction required 200,000
bricks and the-excavation and hauling was
done mostly by farmers who had agreed to
take their pay in whisky after the build-
ing was completed. Subilia himself super-
intended the erection of the building and
also erected part of what was intended to
be a magnificent castle, patterned after
the old Italian castles. He was principal-
ly noted for the fact that he was the only
man west of St. Paul in those days who
wore a silk hat; this he guarded with
religicus care, saving it from the Indian
ruin, and when poverty overtook him and
he could not replace it with a new ane,
he would polish it with stove polish until
it would shine. In this way he was able
to preserve it until his dying day.

tended credit have had it extended lo,
these forty years. There is one barrel of
whisky in existence to-day and its its
product would be prettyggood if it could
be located. It is buriel somewhere in
the neighborhood of Big Stone lake, car-
ried there when the Indians made their
raid. It is said that the Indians secured
a quantity of whisky during the siege,
but this story is not credited by those who
were here at that time.

The ruins now belong to the_national
organization of the Sons of Hermann and
part of the park property in which is
located the magnificent monument. Be-
tween the distillery and the city in the
historic slough which afforded the In-
dians so much protection during the dut-
break and the famous crossing at which
all the members but one of the Leaven-
worth relief expedition were massacred.
If the old chimney could talk it would
tell a history of New Ulm and those early
days that would outdo anything that has
so far been attempted.

Although at that time New Ulm'

IOWAREGIMENTAL ENCAMPMENT GROUNDS

Special to The Journal.

Des Moines, Iowa, Oct. 19.—Citizens of
{Fort Atkinson, Iowa, have set on foot
ia project to convert the old govern-
ment fort and grounds at that place into
a state park. Adjutant General Mel-
vin H. Byers will, In his biennial report
to he filed before the meeting of the

e B

legislature, recommend that the state pur-
chase grounds for the holding of the an-
nual regimental encampments of the Iowa
national guard.

Fort Atkinson, it is claimed, would be
an ideal location for such a ground and
would, . in addition, perpetuate omne of
the early historical places of the state,
besides making possible the opening of a
musgeum for Indian relics.

Fort Atkingon is located in the south-
western corner of Winnieshiek county,
one of the northern tier in the state,
and is about twenty miles from the Min-
nesota line, and perhaps forty miles from
Preston, Minn. The present town is lo-
cated on the ™Milwaukee, and has a
population of about 550.

Fort Atkinson was built in 1840, the
first work having been commenced on
June 2 of that year. Previous to that
time Rev. D. Lowery had established
a small mission along the river, and the
government decided on a fort for the
protection of the friendly Winnebagoes
and the early white settlers.

A company of about fifty mechanics
contracted to do the work and the men
were escorted from Fort Crawford,
Wis., to the place selected under an escort
from the Fifth U. S. infantry command-
ed by Isaac Lyons.

Captain E. H. Summer was placed in
charge of the fort, and held the position

Old Government Fort and Grounds at Fort Atkinson May Be Con-
verted Into a State Park.

QUARTERMASTER'S OFFICE, FORT ATKINSON,

war,
work,
looking the present town of Fort Atkin-
son and consisted originally of four
main buildings and two gun houses. It
was built in the form of a square en-
closing an acre of ground, the material for
until the breaking out of the Mexican

it being prepared at-Fort Crawford and
transported to the site.
the road, still known as the “old military
road,”
material, augmented the cost to the large
sum of $93,000. It
to private persons for $3,52L.

THE POWDER HOUSE.

The removal of the Indians was ac-
complished in 1848, after which there
was no further necessity for keeping up

appearances, although the fort was kept
open by the government until 1853,
when it was auctioned off.

The fort received its name from Gen-
eral Henry Atkinson, a hero in the
Black Hawk war. The bhuildings are

still in a fair state of repair and can
be patched up by the state at small
cost.

The matter will be brought before the
legislature at the coming session, backed
by a strong lobby. Several prominent
papers are favorable to the project.

Russia has a population of 93,000,000;
Italy has only 30,000,000, and yet the total
amount of the income tax is the same in
both countries. Italy has a debt of £500,-
000,000, which is growing at the rate of
£14,000,000 @ year. The only way the Ital-
ians can escape the taxation is to emi-
grate, and this they are doing in consid-
erable numbers. :

c

It was built of stone masonry
situated on an eminence over-

Hollanders are more heavily taxed than
Britishers. Substantial taxes are im-
posed on such necessities as sugar, salt,
soap and beef. The result is that each
resident in the country of canals must

TR TRY

TH BE BARRACKS AT OLD FORT ATEKINSON.

needs set aside 16.1 per cent of his in-
come to meet the requirements of the na-
tional expenditure.

The building of

and the transportation of the
Florida’s orange crop for the approach-
ing season is conservatively estimated at

about 1,600,000 boxes.
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SILAS B. FOOT, reo wina, .

Of Foos, Schulze & Co., Manufacturers and
Jobbers of Boots and Shoes; and President
of Buluth, Red Wing & Southern R. R. Co.

CHARLES L. LEWIS, puLuti, .

L0l Font

DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS

PRESIDENT

-
ELBERT A. YOUNG, st. PauL, . VICE-PRESIDENT

Of Finch, Van Slyck, Young & Co.,
‘Wholesale Dry Goods

. €. E. DICKERMAN, sT. FauL
Vice-President of Security Trust Co., and

President of Dickerman Investment Co.

TREASURER
Judge of Supreme Court of Minnesota

CAPITAL STOCK $1,000,000

FULLY PAID
NON-ASSESSABLE
NO PERSONAL unnuw)

\ —

SEND YOUR REMITTANGCE TO

LAWRENCE & LITTLE, Agents,

WM. ELY BRAMHALL, sT. Faut, . SECRETARY
Counselor st Law 208 Bank of Gommeroce Bldg.
Minneapolis, Mian.
< The well being bor-ed on the land we own in fee simple in block 88, Spindle Top Hill, Beaunmont,
? Texas, has reached the cap rock with a 10§-inch hole, We are now setting a 9-inch pipe in this,cap rock.

Unless some unexpected and very unusual accident happens, we should bring in an 8-inch gusher the
fore part of next week. There are only three other 8-inch wells on this hill, the others being only 6 and
4-inch wells. This will give us a daily producing capacity of 100,000 barrels and one of the largest pro-
ducing wells on this famous hill, consequently in the world. :

For the purpose of obtaining funds to build pipe lines and tanks we will continue to sell stock at
25 eents a share, par value $1.00 per share, until our gusher comes in.
consequently if you want any you had better order at once.

It will afterwards be withdrawn;
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