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PHILIPPINE COMMISS10N’S REPORT

One of the most interesting of the gov-
ernment reports is that of the civil gover-
nor of the archipelago, which is embodied
in the report of the secretary of war.

Since the supersession of the former
commissior by the civil government under
Governor Taft, who was inaugurated on
July 4 last, regular executive departments
have been organized and the government
has done a most effective work, so far, in
demonstration of the purpose of the Unit-
ed States to establish a just and-liberal
insular gcvernment concurrently with a
reign of law and order. The apparent
strong vitality of the insurgent element,
which has been manifést during the past
six months in a few localities, is due, not
to 2 movement of the masses, but the in-
stigation of a few individual leaders in
each hostile locality.

The report of the civil government
shows a strong start taken in the work
of public education, schools being oi‘gan-
ized wherever practicable in the eighteen
divisions of the archipelago, the educa-
tional forces being strengthened: by a
thousand teachers from the United States.

The government has already organized
a forestry bureau, limiting the cutting of
timber and securing a revenue from sales
of timber, the cutting permitted being
less than one-third of 1 per cent of the
estimated annual growth of the forests.
If this system can be kept up the pros-
pect of conserving the valuable mahogany
and other timber which abounds is very
favorable. The government is making
every effort to stimulate modern agricul-
tural methods and remove the mediaeval
methods which have obtained a strong
foothold under the Spanish regime, and a
station of the agricultural department will
soon be established in the archipelago.

‘The roads are in wretched condition,
but the government has begun Lhe‘\'ork of
improvement on some 800 miles of coun-
try roads and is sfending $2,000,000 (Mex.)
on highways and bridges.

The report calls for currency reform and
banking facilities, both of which are sore-
ly needed. The dependence on the Mex-
jcan dollar has proven most unsatisfac-
tory. Last year, during the difiiculties in
China, these dollars were drained out of
the country to Chira and they have come
back again depreciated under 50 cents in
American gold. The commission would
have the government coin a distinctively
Filipino dollar (silver) to be maintained
at the fixed rate of fifty cents in American
currency, by limiting the coinage and set-
ting up a gold reserve. Business would
be greatly aided, if it was certain that
debts will be discharged in the money of
civilized countries. The banking facili-
ties are found now in the Spanish bank at
Manila, which does business chiefly with
Spaniards and with Spain, and in the
branches of the English banks at Shang-
hai and Hongkong which do not discount
domestic paper.

To give proper facilities the commission
recommends the extension of the national
banking act to the Philippines, with modi-
fications adapted to the conditions. The
buslness of thé “islands has greatly in-
creased, the imports-the last fiscal year
being $30,279,406, as compared with $20,-
601,436 the previous year, and the exports
aggregating $23,214,948, as compared with
$19,751,068 the previous year. The reve-
nue of the Philippine government the last
fiscal year aggregated nearly $11,000,0C0,
as compared with $6,723,852.18 in the fis-
cal year 1900. The expenditures the last
fiscal year aggregated $140,910,333.51 and
for the present fiscal year they foot up
$140,364,854.78, of which the civil estab-
lishment is charged with $2,118,066." It is
the military establishment which swells
the amount and this will have to be kept
up for some time yet, or until the few
insurgent leaders get tired of their losing
game. 3 .

The insular tariff bill went into effect
on Nov. 15. It remains to be seen whether ¢

| the federal supreme court will sustain the

validity of a tariff constructed and adopt-.
ed under the delegation of legislativc
power to,the president under the act c.
congress of March 2, 1801 .

The county commissioners are lndi;;-
nant, but their indignation won't cut hal
as much Ice in the next campaign as:th.
indignaticn of the taxpayers.

STREET RAILWAY TRAVEL. IN Li'"
* .. NEAPOLIS

By reading:r The Jourmnal cleselr
during the next few days the street rail-
way company may find out something
about the volume of street railway travel
in this city and the comparative abun-
dance of accommodations provided for it
with which the management of the Twin
City Rapid Transit company seems not to
be familiar. #

The facts may also be of value to the
members of the city council. At least
they are requested to kindly give the m=«t-
{er their attention as it appears.

CHINESE ACTIVITY

Advices have been received in Wash-
ingten 4o the effect that China is pro-
ceeding to repudiate the protocol in a
very diligent manner. The arsenals are
all at work turning out war material and
the government is Importing much mate-
rial of the same kind, finding it a very
easy matter to allure sellers for cash.
Down in the Yangste valley provinces
there are symptoms of rebellion, growing
out of the initial movement of the gov-
ernment to put the screws on the people
to make them pay cash on the indemnity
payments. The powers hold China’s prom-
ise to pay about $333,900,000, beginning
Jan. 1, 1902, the payments continuing an-
nually until 1940. The successive pay-
ments on this account will be made by the
Chinese with increasing aversion to the
“foreign devils.”

The fifth article of the protocol binds
China to prohibit the importation into
its territory of arms and ammunition and
materials exclusively used for the manu-
facture of arms and ammunition by edict
for the term cof two years, or more, in case
the powers think such prohibition neces-
sary. China is already importing war ma-
terial.

The powers
in negotiating
treaties with China. Under the
protocol the duties on dimports have
to be adjusted so that they should be ei-
fective to the amount of 5 per cent ad
valorem, and the subject of the likin or in-
ternal transit taxes on goods going into
the interjor, a serious hindrance to trade

engaged
commercial

are
new

now

with the interior of China, will be dis-
cussed in all its bearings. The pro-
vincial governors and other officlals ‘do

not want this tax abolished, for they have
been in the habit of deriving much choice
stealing from it, along with their other
extortions.

The powers have reason to handle this
matter of taxation with care, for the in-
demnity is going to be a pretty heavy pull
on Chinese resources, which is bound to
arouse the ire of the people. Even the
usually mild celestial, Minister Wu, be-
came very angry the other day over the
one-sidedness of foreign dealings with
his country, which invariably give China
the minimum advantage, if any. ““We can
wait, but not always,” said Minister Wu.
And that is the tone and conviction of the
most intelligent liberals in China. The
shrewd Chinese liberal, lamblike while
strengthening his country by adaptations
from the western nations, will prove the
most aggressive of made-over orientals,
after what is wanted is obtained and fully
utilized. The Chinese government is now
playing a double part as shrewdly as ever,
and the powers’ representatives will have
to keep their eyes wide open to save their
reputations as efficient diplomats.

LirTLe CHILD LABOR
One of the greatest reforms accom-
plished in the latter part of the nineteenth
century was the eradication of an evil

that arose chiefly in the first part of that
In the history of England there !

century.
is no blacker page than that devoted to
the employment of boys and girls of ten-
der age in the great factories vw‘hich s0
rapidly sprang up in that country at the
beginning of the modern-lndustrlal era.
It was a veritable torture and slaughter of
the innocents. Pale and emaciated chil-
dren, often bond slaves, were driven to
work before daylight in the morning and
toiled incessantly, with a little pause at
noon, until dark at night. The mortality
among these poor creatures was awful and
the injury to the-bodies and minds-and
morals of those who survived is something
fearful to -contemplate. Through? the

|

operations of the law of heredity the!

working classes of the England of to-day
are suffering for the crimes of the greedy
manufaciurers in the first days of the fac-
tory system.

The system was not overthrown in Eng-
land until after years of -agitation and rev-
elation of its horrors. England was the
chief sinner because she was the chief in-
dustrial nation, but a perusal of the be-
ginning of the industrial development of
the United States shows that children
were overworked, suffered in health and
were deprived of education by the de:
mands of manufacturing. Gradually there
has been placed upon the statutes of the
chief manufacturing nations and of most
of the American states laws fixing a min-
imum age at which children may be em-
ployed. At first enforcement of these
laws was difficult, but now they are gen-
erally observed; with what good results
is shown by a recent report of the state
labor bureau on child labor in Minneapo-
lis. From this it appears that only
83-100ths of one per cent of the workers in
Minneapolis factories or stores are chil-
dren under 18 years of age; altogether 256
boys and 46 girls. The labor of these is
supposed to Be necessary for the mainte-
nance of their families, and may, there-
fore, under existing conditions, be regard-
ed as a necessary evil. -

The large and ever growing attendance
at the public schools shows where. the
children are that used to be employed in
factories. And being relieved of stunting
and depressing labor while getting a pri-
mary education these children are doubt-
less physically and morally, as well as
educationally, Lettér prepared for the la-
bors®of maturity. The work of education
throughout this century has gone hand in
hand wifk the work to withdraw the chil-
dren fro fie-fuCtories. Compared with
the vast public school systems of these
days the ‘““Manchester’’ schools of the first
quarter of the century, often supported by
private charity, are pitifvl, indeed.

In the United States to-day it is only in

the south, just entering on its long-de-
layed industrial era, that child-labor is
an evil of considerable proportions. Its

. cheapness and the desire of the south not

to legislate in any way to the detriment
cf its immediate industrial development
may cause the evil to persist for some

“time yet, but already public opinion in

those states is awaking to the hecessity
of legally protecting the children. But
there, as in the north fifty and more years
ago, the development of the edncational
system must keep pace with protective
legislation. To keep a child from in-
jurious labor is but half the task.

RURAL DELIVERY AN EcoNoMY

The interesting and instructive report
of the postmaster general contains no-
thing that will beread by more people than
the paragraphs he devotes to rural free
delivery. The service is being extended
with truly Americun‘?@pldlly and energy.
It is only yesterday that we were talking
about introducing rural free delivery and
already 4,000,000 people are served by it,
and at the present rate' of extension it
will reach 21,000,000 pecple within four
years—all that can be reached by the sys-
tem. The rest of the population reside in
cities, in villages and in such sparsely
settled regions that direct delivery of
mail to them is not practicable.

" A surprising fact about the rural deliv-
ery is that it is a great economy over
the star routes and fourth-class post-
offices it supersedes. On the star routes
the saving last year was $173,404.41 and on
discontinued postoffices $120,221.43.

A service which is making such a fine
financial showing is entitled to generous
treatment. The experiences of the pio-
neer carriers, in the north and in the
reglons of bad roads, at least, clearly
prove that a salary of $50 a month, which
pays for services of carrier and his own
horses, is altogether too small. The
fees from the commissions the carriers
are allowed to accept from patrons of
their routes have not, as a rule, amount-
ed to enough to make up for the pay de-
ficiency.

Have FouGHT A Goop FIGHT
The University of Minnesota football
eleven has vindicated itself. It has closed
the season with honor. It has rallied from
defeat and fought its last battle in its
be:it possible form. The supreme test
of the quality of a football eleven, as of an
army, is its course in defeat. Minnesota
has nobly stood this test. .
After Michigan and Wisconsin comes
Minnesota. In that place it has not even a
single rival. If we shall always have an
eleven that shall do so well we shall have
no cause to complain.
Next year, the undisputed championship!

GRAND OLD VETERANS

The evening of life has come to most of
the forty-eight veterans of the First Min-
nesota Volunteer Infantry who sat down
to a Thanksgiving reunion banquet in St.
Paul yesterday. But we venture to say
that there are many young men who envy
those splendid old fighters. We do not
vet fully realize what it will some day
mean to have been a soldier in this grand,
old regiment. When yet the poet and the
historian and the painter have done a
little more to shed the light of glory upon
the great charge at Gettysburg the regi-
ment will take its place in the minds of all
readers of martial history with Napoleon’'s
old guard and the English Light Brigade,
with every gallant band from Caesar’s
legionaries to Cronje’s farmers.

It is not only béecause its members died
and suffered in such numbers at Gettys-
burg that the First Minnesota is held in
high esteem, but also because the stroke

.they there delivered may well mark the

high tide of the confederacy. But for that
supreme act of sacrifice Gettysburg might
have been won by Lee on the second day.

This then is the proud distinction of the
First Minnesota—its sacrifice was not use-
less, it was magnificent and it was war,
effective war. It was a mighty deed of
patriotic heroism with results in propor-
tion. The old veterans ma:y well say that
they were present when the fighting south
reached its farthest north, when disunion
was nearest success, that they saw each
given pause and that at great cost to
themselves they were gloriously instru-
mental in the momentous stroke.

HOLLAND ON THE COMBINE

Holland, who writes for the Philadelphia
Press perhaps the ablest daily financial
article that comes out of New York, in
discussing the railrcad combination
schemes of Mr:. Hill and others, makes
the best possible case for that undertak-
ing. He cites the combination among the
coal carriers of Pennsylvania and the
stability of rates, and the absence of any
favors or dizeriminations among shippers,
and the same conditions resulting from
the organization of the steel trust, which
maintains uniform prices and plays no
favors, as an argument in favor of the
northwestern railroad consolidation.

This point has been taken into account.
The Journal has already pointed out
as a possible benefit to be derived from
this consolidation the stability and uni-
formity of rates under which shippers
might understand at all times that the
tariff was fixed and that no single shipper,
kig or little, could get any advantage
over another. This suggested benefit,
however, loses much of its attractiveness
in view of the experience of communities
which have been subjected to railroad
monopolies, as, for instance, in ore carry-
ing roads of our own state, or the terri-
tory served by the Southern Pacific
monopoly. The business men of this sec-
tion are also bound to take into accouat
the fact that the independence of the Sco
iine and its competition westward as well
as easiward has been of incalculable ad-
vantage, and that with the success of
Mr. Hill's plans the imminent danger is
that the ‘‘Soo” will be incorporated in
the combination and the Minneapolis and
St. Paul trade center, as well as the en-
tire region profiting by the existence of
the ““Sco,” placed at the mercy of the rail-
road monopoly, and deprived of the abil-
ity which the “Soo’” confers to compete
in its own territory with Chicago.

Mr. Holland, furthermore, intlmates that
Governor Van Sant’s action is prompted
solely by political considerations. The
govzrnor is described as an agitator and
a demagogue and treated with scant re-
spect. Mr. Van Sant will doubtless not
refuse to take advantage of any political
benefits which may accrue to him on ac-
count of his attitude toward the railroad
irust, but his motives in seeking to main-
tain the laws of the state and sustain the
dignity of the commonwealth are not to
be impugned. Thae attempt to do so is no
evidance of a knowledge of the situation
or of the possession of independence of
thought and expression where the intei-
ests of the kings of Wall street are con-
cerned. i B

THE MINNEAPOLIS .,JO.‘

A Run Through Europe and Asia.

The Very Rev. Mgr. Morrill of the Eighth
Ward pro-cathedral, has been *‘doing” an
astonished old world and recording his im-
pressions of the same in a'sertes of vivid
letters to the press. To 'Mgr. Morrill's credit,
be it said, he spent more time in Palestine
than he did In Paree, though the gay French:
city was not neglected.

Mr. Morrill’s letters might give one the
impression that he ypode through. Palestine

astride the locomotive waving the American |-

flag in the very teeth of the Turks and ask-
ing them fearlessly ‘What was your score in
the last Armenian massacre?”’ This is not
exactly true. He did wave the American flag
around, however, and it was his pleasure to
see it floating from the Mount of Olives and
the tomb of Rebekah.

At Mars Hill, in the elghth ward of Athens,
Mr. Morrill emulated Paul by preaching to
the astonished Greclans, In their precipitous
flight down the hill immediately on the open-
ing of the sermon, several Athenians were
crushed to death.

Mr. Morrill made a very careful examina-
tion of Rome and of the system of religion
now being . carried on under the leadership of -
one Pius XIII. This system, while it had its
good points, Mr. Morrill found impossible to
indorse, a8 a whole., A short visit with the
Archbishop of Canterbury also convinced him
that our English brethren are straying away
from the old landmarks.

In Paree, we regret to learn that too much
attention is given to wine, grisettes and song
of a ribald character. The stay in that gay
city was productive of sorrowful contempla-
tion of the vanities and pomps of life,

Much different was the run made through
Germany and Holland. A great deal was
found here to convince us that fundamentally
the Germanic peoples are all right.

The trip home across the Atlantic was a
glorious week and when the sun burst in
splendor on the new world the symbolic figure
of Uncle Sam, as seen by the eighth wiked
seer, wore a close clipped halo.

Getting Used to the Baby,

Here are some of the things you should
never say to the baby’s mother: {

When will it begin to look intelligent?

Goodness! I believe the child is really tak-
ing ‘notice!

Do you think of raising it?

Do you feel any attachment or affection for
it yet?

The latter question has been known to
leave the most cold-blooded mother para-
lyzed and helpless. The enormity is too great
for words. Yet there are said to be points
about the child that are attractive even to a
rank outsider. Like a human being, the baby
becomes enhungered and demands nutriment.
To see the child, under this claim of mortal
sense, wrap itself around a quart of Mellen's
food would make a rich man with a case of
dyspepsia hungry, Then it wags its forefeet
and draws up its face in a grimace that
mothers claim is baby laughter. You do not
want to question or debate this point, It
should be conceded at once.

You should never wake the baby by sticking
pins in it, nor when aroused should you
make faces at it, To do either of these things
means that the child will open a keg of
noise that you will not like.

You have to get used to bables.

Little Side Issues,

The turkey’s ghost took three raps at the
small boy’s chest last night.

Soft coal is up 25 cents per ton. Never
mind! The barons will undersell the over-
fed coal octapi of Europe if they have to
sacrifice the whole American people.

General Funston who was boloed by the
army surgeons for appendicitis, has not yet
recovered.

An eastern inventor says he can turn out
airships at $24,000 a dozen, The flyless air-
ship is already a drug on the market,

¢

General Hadley of New York says that
the American boy is ‘‘z sad degenerate.” It
is difficult out this way to detect the sad-
ness.

George Ade's translation of the New Testa-
ment would be widely read in Chicago.

A "stroxig roreign" fcy’™ does not consist
in annexing every bunch of trouble that shows
up. 2

Weekly ﬁonpnrell Mﬁx¥et Letter.

Minneapolis, Friday, Nov. 22.-*Wheat seems
to have dropped into the rut again and trad-
ers are waiting further news of the Hessian
fiy devastation in the province of Hunky
Bunky, Argentine. Our Renville correspond-
ent reports that Mr. Nelson of Mound Prairie
is feeding a little wheat to his pig, who
has developed a bolting cloth appetite and
refuses to touch corn with his forefoot. 1f
they’ get much more rain in’Argentine, Mr.
Nelson will not feed any more wheat, but will
hold it for 80 cents in the bin. Rumors of
heavy continental wheat crops and ‘a story
that there hadn't been any Russian famine
for twenty years are denied. ‘We believe that
if these stories are confirmed wheat Is a sale
for 5 cents. If not a sale, it will be a good
buy for ten points before the first of August.
Margin all trades 20 cents and we cannot
lose. 3

Your orders solicited,

—A. J. Russell.

AMUSEMENTS

Foyer Chat.

But three more performances remain in
which to see William A. Brady’'s great pro-
duction of *“Way Down East,’'—to-night, to-
morrow afteruncon and to-morrow evening.

Adelaide Thurston and her company will
open at the Metropolitan, Sunday evening,
for four nights and a Wednesday matinee,
in her new play, “Sweet Clover.”

Judging from the g'ay seats are selling for
Mme. Nordica, she will be greeted by a
large and representative audience at the
Lyceum on Monday evening. The seat sale
is at the Metropolitan Music ecompany.

But three more opportunities remain to
see ‘“‘Barbara Frietchie'’ at:-the Bijou. This
play, presented by an exceptionally capable
company and staged with unusual magnifi-
cence, has pleased theater goers immensely,
and the patronage accorded the piece has
been most flattering.

. Breezy, bright, entertaining, full of local
color and action and telling a story of absorb-
ing interest, Is what the general concensus
of critical acumen says of ‘“M’liss.”” The
scenic environment given the revival |is
elaborate and handsome. The character of
M'liss is to be impersonated by Nellie Mec-
Henry, who should fit the part like a glove.
The supporting company is a strong one and
the production is carried in its entirety.
““M’liss’’ comes to the '‘Bijou next week.

THE SPINSTERS OBJECTED

New York Evening Sun.

A number of the many guests bidden to &
wedding in that part of town known as ‘‘Con-
vent Hill,"”” one aftenoon this week, had diffl-
culty in finding the house. 1In the pouring
rain, one carriage load after another was
first driven to a dwelling the same number as
the original address, but in Convent lane,
ever so many miles distant. The two elderly
spinsters residing in the Convent lane house
at length became tired turning the wedding
guests away. A big placard was accordingly.
hung out upon the front of the house where
all could see, bearing the words:

o s A
. There Is No Wedding Here. %

Orecvorcnssnposence tsestssreacansines RPN -

Ragtimed to Death,

Alexandria (S. D.) Herald.

The Chicago Federation of Music declares
that ragtime is ‘‘immoral, obscene and un-
worthy of production.!” After that explosion
the only thing left for the rest of us is to go
way back and sit down. ‘

Consider It Quixotie.

Detroit Free Press.

Some of the Minnegota men are talking
about fighting the new railroad combine. It
recalls the story of the man who swore that
he would resist the draft with' a two-tined
hayfork. 3

Familiar With the Boers.

St. Louis Globe-Democrat,

General Kitchener furnishes monthly re-
views of the South African war, in which
e discloses a surprising familiarity with the
Boer position.. i v EaasEe K

NAL.

MINNESOTA POLITICS

The possibility of a popullst state ticket
next vear has set political sharps to flguring
.on the probable outcome, !

The records show that no republican candi-
date for goyvernor since 1888 has recelved a
 majority of all the votes cast. Since the alli-
ance movement started in 1890, with Owen as
& candidate, the combined opposition has al-
i Ways: adfled Up more votes than the republi-
can candidate. This s shown by the follow-

ing table:

; Repub- Dem.-  Total.

Year— lican, Po;
. p. Opposition.
1 teveednns ses..184,355 110,356 127,277
, 111 144,357 152,781
109,220 134,462 146,701
147,943 141,474 148,306
165,806 162,254 171,423
111,796 131,980 140,766
52,905 150,651 161,276

as always contained some
elements that could not possibly fuse. The
prohibition vote has ranged from 12,239 in 1892
down to 5,430 in 1900. Of recent years the
soclallst and midroad populist candidates have
attracted a scattered following.

The last time the populists had a state tick-
et of thelr own was in 1894, when Owen gave
the republicans a scare, and got 87,890 votes.
He was 60,000 behind Nelson, however, and
the combined Owen and Becker vote did not
quite reach Nelson’s figures.

Faslon In 1898 was profitable, and the repub-
lican plurality was cut to 8,552. In 1898 fusion
scooped things, with 20,184 plurality for Lind.

Only the magic of Lind’s name has held the
populists in the fusion camp, and some re-
fused to be corraled even by him. With Lind
out of it next summer, as seems probable,
the populists cannot be held in camp for a
democratic candidate. The democrats will
never concede them the head of the ticket,
and independent third party action seems in-
evitable. It Is the genera! desire of demo-
crats and populists, and republicans are re-
jolcing that it is so.

Governor Van Sant s immensely popular
now, and could probably win against a strong
fusion ticket. The off-year precedent indi-
cates a hard fight, however, under normal
conditions, In 1898 the constitutional amend-
ment prohibiting citizens. with first papers
from voting went into effect, and the vote
fell off nearly 80,000. Lind lost 30,274 from
his 1868 vote, and Hustis fell off 65,010 from
Clough's vote.

Next year the slump will not be so great,
but if it came in the same proportion it
would result in disaster to the republican
cause. Putting the total loss next year at
50,000, republican apathy would probably re-
sult in the party ticket bearing two-thirds of
that loss. This would bring Van Sant’s vote
down to 120,000, and the opposition to 134,000,
This is figuring on John Lind as a candidate,
with normal conditions, which do not prevail
now.

No one knows what strength a straight pop-
ulist ticket could draw, after eight years of
fusion. Many have gone back to the repub-
lican party, and others are straight democrats.

candidate the democracy put up.
stocking man on the democratic ticket would
drive thousands into populism. Under any
conditions, the populist vote could. hardly fall
below 25,000, and would be more likely to col-
lect 30.000 followers. This would leave the
democratic candidate with something iike
100,000 votes, at the very best, and give Van
Sant the easiest kind of sailing.

Republican managers are already counting
on such an outcome,

Congressman F. C. Stevens of St. Paul be-
lleves that congress will do something to meet
the danger of great combinaitons of capital.
He does not look for action this winter on
the tariff and reciprocity issues. Said Mr.
Stevens yvesterday:

Tariff revision and reciprocity will un-
doubtedly be dlscussed, but I do not believe
it will be possible to secure any action this
session. The foundation will be laid, how-
ever, for future legislation to satisfy the
demands of the central west and the thou-
sands of manufacturers clamoring for tariff
revision.

I think there is no doubt that no action
will be ‘taken with regard to the tariff, but
legislation will be passed for a much more
strict regulation of combinations of capital,
both in industrial and railroad enterprises.
The public sentiment throughout the coun-
try is unanimous in this demand. An amend-
ment to the federal constitution conferring
much more power on congress and vastly en-
larging the jurisdiction of the interstate com-
merce commission will, T think, be passed.
The general impression seems to be that it
would not be wise for the railroads and other
interests to oppose such legislation.

The Renville Record says of the state audi-
torship contest: 2 S

Jacobson would be a strong candidate with
Bob Dunn out of the race. But it is going
to be hard to keep Dunn out of the lists,
whether he wishes it or no. Popular senii-
ment demands his renomination. mhi e

NORTH DAKOTA PRESS ON RAIL-
ROAD CONSOLIDATION

Steele Ozone—It is to be heped that Gov-
ernor Van Sant will hold a firm course. There
are probably startling things in store for the
Morgan style of ‘“‘securing.’’

Mendan Pioneer—It is almost unnecessary to
say that the feeling along the Northern Pacific
is unanimously opposed to an absorption of
the Northern Pacific by Great Northern influ-
ences. It may be that the way the Northern
Pacific people have of looking on Mr. Hill as
a hogy man is unreasonable. Mr. Hill has

run it with consummate ability. When other
roads were toppling irn financial wreck, the
‘Grzat Northern weathered the storm. But
there is a strong feeling abroad that competi-
tion of a healthy sort is good in the railroad
business, and the word ‘“‘monopoly’ is big
enough and ugly enough to scare half the peo-
ple almost out of their wits.

Bismarck Palladium—The people of North
Dakota are not very fast to come to the res-
cue of Governor Van Sant in his opposition
to the merger of the Northern Pacific and
Great Northern rallroads. They have llved
under the competitive system of these roads
for a great many years and have been forced
to pay the freight regardless of legislation or
rallroad commissioners. The situation can't
be any worse, and possibly under a merger
it might be better. It might be well enough
to let Minnesota go ahead and fight it out and
in the meantime North Dakota taxpayers will
gave their money and not get in bad standing
with railroads. The people, at this time, are
not in a humor to go chasing any roorbachs
for Minnesota.

Grand Forks Herald—President Hill of the
Great Northern has until a very recent period
besn the pet aversion of the Fargo Forum,
and upon his devoted head has been heaped
all the abuse which could be devised by the
fertile brain of its editor. But a change comes
over the spirit of the Forum's dream, and
instead of abuse we now now have laudation
of the Great Northern magnate. In an edito-
rial in that 'paper on Monday the wonders
which Mr. HiIl worked for the northwest are
set forth in glowing language, and the advice
is given that we wait and see whether the
proposed consolidation of roads proves as bad
a thing as has been predicted before any ac-
tion is taken. Just what is to be done, if
after waiting and experimenting the change
is not to our liking, is not stated. Presumably
we should take it out In feeling sorry. As an
indication of how not to do it the Forum's
recommendation Is a decided success.

Bismarck Tribune—Major Hamilton writes
entertainingly from Washington to the Grand
Forks Review and among other matters touch-
es the new railroad situation as follows: ““The
organization of the Northern Securities com-
pany to take over the securities of the North-
ern Pacific and Great Northern railroads is
exciting national comment. While it is of
surpassing interest to the future of North
Dakota, and at ‘first blush’ antagonistic to
those interests, in that it allots the territory
tributary to the respective systems to each
alone, thereby preventing competition and
shutting off the privileges and concessions
made to localities where rival systems are
hustling for traffic, yet it is seriously argued
fthat it will be permanently beneficial to our
.people in that it will insure better facllities,
.better service, and secure stability of rates
and classification of freights.”

Oakes Republican—The Governor of Minne-
.sota has undertaken the job of preventing the
coneolidation of the Northern Pacific and the
‘Great Northern railroads in that state. If he
wins the case he will be the biggest man in
Minnesota. If he loses—well, he ought to
have known better.

Fargo Call—Governor Van Sant may not
succeed in frustrating’ the efforts of the great
railroads, but he can earn the everlasting ad-
‘miration- of every man, woman and child in
the country for an honest, independent and
fearless effort to do that which he belleves is
right and just.

Jamestown Alert—The rprevailing opinion
seems to be that the Hill-Morgan rallroad
| combine which Governor Van Sant of Minne-
sota is trying to be prevent will not be effect-

ually stopped by any legislation enacted in
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“Did you ever meet such a prig?”’ ex-
claimed Madge Turner as she jerked at the

laces of her skating boots. ‘‘If Tom had
hunted his class over, he couldn’t have found

anything more stupld.’”

“He would say ‘could mot” This in a
mischievous tone from Katherine Crozier,
who was spending the Thanksgiving holiday
with Madge at the latter's home in Ver-
mont. “I belleve your father is enjoying his
visit tremendously.”” Mr. Turner was princi-
pal of the high school.

‘““Well, I do think,” snapped Madge, tugging
at the buttons on her fur-trimmed Jacket,
‘““that in view of the fact that I'm buried alive
in this town nine months in the vear, Tom
might have brought home a real jolly college
chap, some one who would make things lively
for us all.”

‘“You need not complain,” suggested Kath-
erine. *“‘You have Harry Martin, and he prob-
ably would not welcome any rival—'"

“‘That’s quite enough, Kit. When will you
learn that there Is absolutely nothing between
Harry and me—"’

“‘No thanks to Harry for that state of af-
falrs,”” laughed Katherine as the two girls
left the room.

A party of merry young people had gath-
ered round the great fireplace in the hall,
waiting for Madge and Katherine to joint
them on a bobbing trip to Beemer’s hill.
Madge ran cut to the kitchen for a farewell
word with her mother, who was never happier
than when entertaining her children’s friends.
Tom was standing near the table enjoying a
hot doughnut, and as Mrs. Turner disap-
peared in the direction of the hall laden
with a plate of the toothsome cakes, Madge
turned to him impatiently.

“Who is to ride with your beloved Mr.
Brome?"’

Tom turned to his sister in surprise.

““Madge, that doesn’t sound llke you. I
hoped you’d show him some courtesy—""

“Don’t preach, brother mine, I treat him
decently when I'm with him, but to save my
!life I can’t understand why you brought him
home for the vacation when there are so many
other chaps to choose from.””

‘‘So long as you put the question so bluntly,
I'll tell you why, Madge—because while most
of the fellows in my class could go home for
their holidays, Brome felt that he ought not
to spend the money for the trip to Illinois.
Then I knew he wanted to come. When my
little sister came down to the junior prom
this fall, Brome thought she was the most
charmingly unaffected and gentle-mannered
girl he had ever met, and with his usual
frankness confided this opinion to me. Now

Madge's cheeks flamed brilllantly, and the
twinkle faded from Tom'’s eyes.

‘‘Madge, dear, it isn’t always the fellow
who talks the most brilllantly, who goes in
for sports apd social gayeties, who flnally
scores best at college. There’s lots in Brome
that neither you nor I have ever fathomed,
and I'm proud to call him my friend. He’s
quiet and rather delicate and not half so
stylish as Harry Martin, but’'—

“That will do,” exclaimed Madge curtly.
““Never mind the list of virtues. The crowd
is waiting.”’

But when she swept into the great hall
the flush had not entirely faded from her
cheeks. It seemed to Charley Brome that
she had never looked so pretty as at this
very moment.

He trudged along at her side, pleased
because she had quietly fallen behind the
merry throng to talk about some new fittings
for Tom’'s room at college. Brome thought
it must be very delightful to have a sister
to make the dainty knickknacks which some-
how never found their way to his den., His
mother was managing a small farm in Illinois
and with three other boys to clothe and send
to school had little time for fancy work.
Madge tried to think that she was simply
doing her duty by her brother’s guest, but
before the mile to Beemer’s hill had been
covered she became deeply interested in her
companion. If he did not belong to the foot-
ball eleven, he knew the record of every man
in the team. If he had never tobogganed or
helped to build an ice castle or played polo,
he could talk entertainingly on the latest

new books, of which he seemed to possess &
surprising number.

But after the first trip on the bobsled the
illusion, as she termed it, seemed to fade
again. He was just what she had first pro-
nounced him—a prig; more than that—yes,
a coward!

Beemer’s hill was the most noted coasting
ground in the county. It was a public high-
way, steep and smooth, with a gorgeous in-
cline that kept the sleds plunging downward
at an exhilerating speed. To be sure, wise-
acres in the neighborhocod had long predicted
that some day reckless coasters would meet
with an accident at the bend below Mr.
Beemer’s house, where the road rounded
above a great cliff. But Tom Turner’s bob
was the flnest in all the country round,
heavily weighted to give it speed and steered
by a well-adjusted wheel, and the young
people on this particular morning boarded
it without a tremor.

Tom steered and Madge sat well to the reap
and in front .of Brome. Several times dur-
ing the mad ride she felt his hand close con-
vulsively on her arm, but she fairly reveled
in the wild moment. She was strongly ath-
letic in her tastes and afrald of nothing.
When the party reached the brow of the
hill for the second plunge, Brome looked
very grave, and while he made no effort to
induce the others to give up the trip he
firmly declined to make it again. Iunstead
he would build a fire and have it jolly and
comfortable on their return. Madge gave
Katherine a significant glance, but she could
not catch her brother Tom's eye.

On their return from the run they found

Brome chatting pleasantly with Harry Mar-
tin, who had driven over in hig smart new
cutter. Katherine and Madge sprang into the
sleigh and cuddled down under the fur robes,
while Harry stood beside them, his hand rest=
ing lightly on the reins.
Suddenly a shout of laughter from the
group around the brushwood fire startied the
horse, and he plunged forward, jerking the
reins from Harry’'s hands. Straight down the
hill he tore, headed for Beemer’s bend and the
sheer cliff. What if his foot should slip on
the bend!

The two girls d!d not scream, and Madge
made a vain effort to snatch at the reins
dragging on the ground. Her brother groaned
and suddenly threw his hand in front of his
face. That was why he did not see a clender,
lithe figure throw itself on the bobsled and
send it shooting after the runaway. It was
Brome, skillfully steering the great gled so
that it kept between the runaway and the
outer edge of the road. The two vehicles, the
swaying cutter and the jerking bobsled,
round the fatal cliff, with just a few inches
to spare on its edge for the brave fellow who
bandles the wheel., Now the horse gains,
but the road is safe and level. Brome steers
bis unwieldly sled to the inside of the road,
He gains once more. As he shoots past the
cutter he leans forward and cultches the
reins. The sled darts from under him. He
is on his feet, sawing on the lines, but with
the blood flowing from a cut on his head.

- * - E *

In the twilight Madge Turner sat by the
lounge in her father’'s llbrary. Brome, with
an aching bhead and a bruised body, was
lying there contentedly watching the dancing
flames in the grate.

“Would you mind,” suggested Madge in a
subdued voice, “‘telling me why, if you were
not afraid to take that awful ride after us,
you would not board the bobsled for fun?”’

‘“‘Because,”” sald Brome, a elight flush
spreading over his pale cheeks—'‘because my
mother has sacrificed a great deal to send
me to college. I want to repay it some day,
and I have no right to run unnecessary
risks''—

“Oh!’ said Madge, with an eloguenes
which only a woman can throw into her
her voice.

Katherine appeared at
hour later and remarked:

“If you're going to the
us, Madge, you'd better get dressed.”

“I—I guess I won’t go. Let Tom go. I—
I've promised Mr, Brome to read to him
awhile.”’ ;

““Yes,” assented Tom, his head appearing
above Katherine’s in the doorway, ‘‘and
I think the rest of us had better go. The

the door half an

church social with

more quiet old Charley is the better.”

Prices Rise Steadily.

Nov. 29.—Prices seem to be steadily rising
on all sides. First it was necessities such as
meats, butter, eggs, milk and fruit. Now it
is luxuries, and within the last ten days
| cut flowers and flowers in pots have gone up
in price fully 100 per cent. Indeed, present
prices are o0 per cent higher than during
the Thanksgiving season last year. Until
ten days ago prices were comparatively low,
owing for the most part to the warm weath-
er. Then cloudy weather and cold winds
and rains made their appearance and wrought
havoc among the conservatories. Thousands
of all varieties of flowers which had been
decoyed into premature blooming had been
i nipped in the bud by the frost, and as the
supply went down the prices soared.

Flowers are, of course, always more ex-
pensive at Thanksgiving time than during
the month or so previous, but this year there
is an even larger demand than usual, while,
as has been shown, the supply is unusually
limited. While all the flowers are scarce,
violets are particularly so, although mnot
much more so than last year, their price
being but about 20 per cent higher than in
November, 1900, whereas nearly all other va-
rieties are 50 per cent higher.

Fannie Will Marry Her Artist.

The supreme court having practically saild
to Miss Fannie Rayne McComb that the way
to find out whether or not she would forfelt
a large part of her income by marrying
Louis Herzog, the artlst, was to marry him,
she is going to do it. She was going to,
anyway. She has been in town awaiting the
court’s decision on her motion for a construc-
tion of the will of her father, James Jennings
McComb. The decision came Tuesday. Mr.
Herzog came on Wednesday and there will
be a wedding before New Years Day.

The McComb estate is said to be worth
$15,000,000, and *Miss Fannie’s share would
vield her $110,000 a year. But ‘‘the ninth
subdivision of the third codicil’”” of the will
reads as follows:

“In case my daughter Fanny shall marry
Mr. Louis Herzog the provision which she
shall enjoy from my estate shall be as fol-
lows:

‘“*Annuity of $15,000 a year shall be paid to
her so long as she shall live free and clear
from any enjoyment of interference herewith
cn the part of her husband.”

There {8 also a provision that $300,000 shall
be divided among her children. Her law-
vers say that even if the courts uphold this
clause of the will she will recelve consid-
erably more than the amounts named in the
codicil. TUnder the latter provision, Miss Mec-
Comb would come in even for a share of the
money she might forfeit by marrying Her-
zog and the whole weould bring her Income
up to something like $70,000. She won’'t be
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poor. Young Herzog himself has a consid-
erable income.

The Elastic Debt Limit.

Seth Low and his future corporation coun-
sel, George L. Rives, had a long conferenca
to-day, and among other things undoubtedly
discussed was the subject of the debt limita-
tion. The Herald printed a cartoon represent-
ing Seth Low as bound hand and foot in the
mayor’s chalr by the debt limitation, while
Tammany is stalking away with a smile of
triumph on its face. Undoubtedly the Tam-
many city administration will leave Mayor
Low as little opportunity for carrying for-
ward public improvements as possible, but
it is an exaggeration to say that he will be
absolutely powerless in the bonds of the debt
limitation. Controller Coler, in a statement,
said: “It seems altogether out of the ques-
tlon to get a fair statement on the debt limit
before the public. Every man seems to han-
dle the subject from his own viewpoint, to
suit his own purposes. It is an elastic sub-
Ject, and can be distorted by an alarmist
S0 as to cause a scare or panic, and it can
be considered from the truthful and practi-
cal standpoint, as it should be, but is not.
The credit of the city is better to-day than
ever before in its history, but how long can
it last if continually assailed, and right at
home, too? It will be remembered that one
of Mayor Strong’s commissioners of accounts
made a report which showed that the city
was on the verge of bankruptcy. Controller
Fitch took it up, disproved it, and made the
commissioner acknowledge its falsity, and the
commissioner was forced to resign. The new
administration will be better off than the
present administration. When we took of-
fice, we could not even sell a bond for six
months.”” Mr. Coler might have also men-
tioned the fact that in 1898 Tammany, then
anxious to defeat the underground railroad
project, got up a scare about the city having
exceeded fits debt limit, but when it finally
decided to build the railroad it found a way
to issue more bonds. It is probable, there-
fore, that Mr. Low will ind the debt limi»r
more elastic than has been supposed.

Judge Confesses His Own Error.

The novelty of a judge reversing himself
in court occurred this morning when Judge
Hascall criticized a previous ruling. It was
In the case of Fred J. Wilson, a life saver,
in whose favor a judgment for $750 damages
for false arrest was flled last week. On a
motion for a new trial made by counsel,
Judge Hascall set aside the verdict and
granted a new trial on the ground that he
erred in his charge to the jury. *‘‘The min-
utes show,”” he -says, ‘“‘that incompetent evi-
dence was admitted on the trial and that
portions of the judge's charge to the jury
were unfair to the defendant.”” Brave man!

combire pass. Ase the roads in North Dakota
are making large profits on the actual cost
of the same, and paying dividends on watered
stock, at present rates of freight and passen-
ger tells, it is not probable that rates will be
advanced, and there is a possibility that they
will b2 decreased as the volume of business
warrants. There will be little difference no-
ticed as far as this state is at present con-
cerned, and the chief detriment in the com-
bine may prove to be the prevention of the
building or extension of any competing roads
in the future by the weight of the immense
capital involved.

Grand Forks Herald—There is a possibility
that in their benevolence the railroad men
will give the public better service and lower
rates after the consolidation has been effected
than before. But again they may not. There
would be a possibility of this republic were
a monarchy instead of a republic, that a wise
and benevolent ‘ruler might be found who
would rule the country better than the people

can rule it themselves. But the people prefer
to retain the power in their own hands, When
the time comes that the people must look to
the eltruism of all-powerful men for good
government and for reasonable accommoda-
tions in doing business, the fallure of republi=
can instituttons will have been proven.

THE KEY TO THE VISION OF TRUTH

Pierce thy heart to find the key;
With thee take
Only what none else would keep;
Learn to dream when thou dost wake;
Learn to wake when thou dost sleep,
Learn to water joy with tears,
Learn from fears to vanquish fcars;
To hope, for thou dar’st not despair,
Exult, for that thou dar’st not grieve;
Plow thou the rock until it bear;
Know, for else thou couldst not believes
Lose, that the lost thou mayst receive;

Die, for none other way canst live

——
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