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President Roosevelt s First Message to Congress.
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

USES WORDS THAT BURN

His First Message One of the Strong-
est That Ever Emanated From

the White House.

Anarchism Must Be Subdued, Trusts
Controlled, Prosperity Preserved

and the Navy Built Up.

Argues for Reciprocity and Marshals
Reasons for Forest Preservation

and Irrigation Work.

To the Senate and House of Representa-

tives:
The congress assembles this year under

the shadow of a great calamity. On the
6th of September, President McKlnley was

shot by an anarchist while attending the
Pan-American exposition at Buffalo, and
died in that city on the 14th of that month.

Of the last seven elected presidents, he
is the third who has been murdered, and
the bare recital ot this fact Is sufficient
to justify grave alarm among all loyal
American citizens. Moreover, the clrcum-
Btances of this, the third assassination of
an American president, have a peculiarly
sinister significance. Both President Lin-
coln and President Garfield were killed
by assassins of types unfortunately not
uncommon in history; President Lincoln
falling a victim to the terrible passions

aroused by four years of civil war, and

President Garfleld to the revengeful vanity

of a disappointed office seeker. President
McKinley was killed by an utterly de-
praved criminal belonging to that body

of criminals who object to all govern-
ments, good and bad alike, who are
against any form of popular liberty^ if it
is guaranteed by even the most just and
liberal laws, and who are as hostile to
the upright exponent of a free people's

sober will as to the tyrannical and irre-
sponsible despot.

The Most Widely Loved Man.

It is not too much to say that at the
time of President McKinley's death he
was the most widely loved man in all the
United States while we have never had
any publlo man of his position who has
been so wholly free from the bitter ani-
mosities incident to publlo life. His
political opponents were the first to bear
the heartiest and most generous tribute
to the broad kindliness of nature, the
sweetness and gentleness of character
which so endeared him to his close aeso- I

ciates. To a standard of lofty integrity
in public life he united the tender affec-
tions and home virtues which are all-im-
portant in the make-up of national char-

acter. A gallant soldier in the great war
for the union, he also shone as an ex-
ample to all our people because of his
conduct in the most sacred and intimate
of home relations. There could be no
personal hatred of him, for he never
acted with aught but consideration for
the welfare of others. No one could fail
to respect him who knew him in public or
private life. The defenders of those mur-
derous criminals who seek to excuse theii
criminality by asserting that it is exer-
cised for political ends, inveigh against

wealth and irresponsible power. But for
this assassination even this base apology
cannot be urged.

President McKinley was a man of mod-
erate means, a man whose stock sprang
from the sturdy tillers of the soil, who
had himself belonged among the wage-
workers, who had entered the army as a
private soldier. Wealth was not struck
at when tb* president was assassinated,
but the honest toll which is content with
moderate gains after a lifetime of un-
remitting labor, largely in the service of
the public. Still less was power struck at
in the sense that power is irresponsible or
centered in the hands of any one Individ-
ual. The blow was not aimed at tyranny

or wealth. It was aimed at one of the
strongest champions the wage-worker has
ever had; at one of the most faithful rep-

resentatives of the system of public rights

and representative government who has
ever risen to public office.

Represented the People's Wishes.

President McKinley filled that political

office for which the entire people vote,
and no president—not even Lincoln him-
self—was ever more earnestly anxious to
represent the well-thought-out wishes of
the people; his one anxiety in every crisis

was to keep In closest touch with the peo-
ple—to find out what they thought and to
endeavor to give expression to their
thought, after having endeavored to guide

that thought aright. Hhe had just been
re-elected to the presidency because the
majority of our citizens, the majority of
our farmers and wage-workers, believed
that he had faithfully upheld their inter-
ests for four years. They felt themselves
in close and intimate touch with him.
They felt that he represented so well and
bo honorably all their ideals and aspira-

tions that they wished him to continue for
another four years to represent them.

And this was the man at whom the as-
sassin struck! That there might be noth-
ing lacking to complete the Judas-like
infamy of his act, he took advantage of an
occasion when the president was meeting

the people generally; and advancing as if
to take the hand outstretched to him in
kindlyand brotherly fellowship, he turned
the noble and generous confidence of the
victim into an opportunity to strike the
fatal blow. There is no baser deed in all
the annals of crime.

The shock, the grief of the country, ar«
bitter in the minds of all who saw the
dark days, while the president yet hovered
between life and death. At last the light

was stilled in the kindly eyes and the
breath went from the lips that even in
mortal agony uttered no words save of for-
giveness to his murderer, of love for his
friends, and of unfaltering trust in the will
of the Most High. Such a death, crown-
ing the glory of such a life, leaves us with
infinite sorrow, but with such pride in
what he had accomplished and in his own
personal character, that we feel the blow
not as struck at him, but as struck at the
nation. We mourn a good and great presi-

dent who is dead; but while we mourn we
are lifted up by the splendid achievements
of his life and the grand heroism with
which he met his death.

Anarchy and Means to Suppress It
When \u25a0we turn from the man to the na-

tion the harm done is bo great as to ex-
cite our gravest apprehensions and de-
mand our wisest and most resolute action.
This criminal was a professed anarchist,
Inflamed by the teachings of professed an-
archists, and probably also by the reck-
less utterances of those who, on the stump
and in the public press, appeal to the dark
and evil spirits of malice and greed, envy
and sullen hatred. The wind is sowed by
the men who preach such doctrines, and
they cannot escape their share of responsi-
bility for the whirlwind that is reaped.
This applies alike to the deliberate dem-
agogue, to the exploiter of sensationalism
and to the crude and foolish visionary
who, for whatever reason, apologizes for
crime or excites aimless discontent.

The blow was aimed not at this presi-
dent, but at all presidents; at every sym-
bol of government. President McKinley
was a3 emphatically the embodiment of
the popular will of the nation expressed
through the forms of law as a New Eng-
land town meeting is in similar fashion
the embodiment of the law-abiding pur-
pose and practice of the people of the
town. On no conceivable theory could the
murder of the president be accepted as
due to protest against "inequalities in the
social order," save as the murder of all
the freemen engaged in a town meeting
could be accepted as a protest against
that social inequality which puts a male-
factor In jail. Anarchy is no more an ex-
pression of "social discontent" than pick-
ing pockets or wife-beating.

Most Dangerom of Criminal*.

The anarchist, and especially the anar-
chist in the United States, is merely one
type of criminal, more dangerous than any
other because he represents the same de-
pravilty in a greater degreee. The man
who advocates anarchy directly or indi-
rectly, In any shape or fashion, or the man
who apologizes for anarchists and their
deeds, makes himself morally accessory

to murder before the fact. The anarchist
is a \u25a0criminal whose perverted instincts
lead him to prefer confusion and chaos
to the most beneficent form of social or-
der. His protest of concern for working-
men is outrageous in its impudent falsi-
ty; for Ifthe political institutions of this
country do not afford opportunity to every
honest and intelligent son of toil, then
the door of hope is forever closed against

him. The anarchist is everywhere not
merely the enemy of system and of prog-
ress, but the deadly foe of liberty. If
ever anarchy is triumphant, its triumph
will last for but one red moment, to be
succeeded for ages by the gloomy night
of despotism.

For the anarchist himself, whether he
preachep or practices his doctrines, we
need not have one particle more concern
than for any ordinary murderer. He is
not the victim of social or political injus-
tice. There are no wrongs to remedy in
his case. The cause of his criminality is
to be found in his own evil passions and
in the evil conduct of those who urge
him on, not in any failure by others or
by the state to do justice to him or his.
He is a malefactor and nothing else. He
is in no sense, in no shape or way, a
"product of social conditions," save as a
highwayman is "produced" by the fact
that an unarmed man happens to have a
purse. It is a travesty upon the great
and holy names of liberty and freedom
to permit them to be invoked in such a
cause. No man or body of men preaching
anarchistic doctrines should be allowed at
large any more than if preaching the
murder of some specified private individ-
ual. Anarchistic speeches, writings and
meetings are essentially seditious and
treasonable.

Anti-Anarchittt Law Necceisary,

I earnestly recommend to the congress
that in the exercise of its wise discretion
it should take into consideration the com-
ing to this country of anarchists or per-

sons professing principles hostile to all
government and justifying the murder of
those placed in authority. Such in-
dividuals as those who not long ago gath-
ered iiiopen meeting to glorify the murder
of King Humbert of Italy perpetrate a
crime, yid the law should ensure their
rigorous punishment. They and those like
them should be kept out of this country;
and iffound here they should be promptly
deported to the country whence they
came; and far-reaching provision should
be made for the punishment of those who
stay. No matter calls more urgently for
the wisest thought of the congress.

The federal courts should be given juris-
diction over any man who kills or at-
tempts to kill the president or any man
who by the constitution or by law is in
line of succession for the presidency,
while the punishment for an unsuccessful
attempt should be proportioned to the
enormity of the offense against our insti-
tutions.

Annrchy is a crime against the whole
human race; and all mankind should band
against the anarchists. His crime should
be made an offense against the law of na-
tions, like piracy and that form of man-
stealing known as the slave trade; for it
is of far blacker infamy than either. It
should be so declared by treaties among
all civilized powers. Such treaties would
give to the federal government the power
of dealing with the crime.

The Uw He DeHpined Saved Him.

A grim commentary upon the folly of
the anarchist position was aftorded by
the attitude of the law toward this very
criminal who had just taken the life of
the president. The people would have
torn him limb from-limb if it had not been
that the law he defied was at once invoked
in his behalf. So far from his deed being
committed on behalf of the people againßt
the government, the government was ob-
liged at once to exert its full police power
'to save him from instant death at the <

hands of the people. Moreover, his deed
worked not the slightest dislocation in
our governmental system, and the danger
of a recurrence of such deeds, no matter
how great it might grow, would work only
In the direction of strengthening and giv-
ing harshness to the forces of order.

No man will ever be restrained from be-
coming president by any fear as to his
personal safety, if the risk to the presi-
dent's life became great, it would mean
that the office would more and more come

Prosperity and How to Preserve It.
During the last five years business

confidence has been restored, and the na-
tion is to be congratulated because of its
present abounding prosperity. Such
prosperity can never be created by law
alone, although it is easy enough to de-
stroy it by mischievous laws. If the hand
of the Lord is heavy upon any country, if
flood or drought comes, human wisdom
is powerless to avert the calamity. More-
over, no law can guard us against the
consequences of our own folly. The
men who are idle or credulous, the men
who seek gains not by genuine work with
head or hand, but by gambling in any
form, are always a source of menace not
only to themselves but to others. If the
business world loses its head, it loses
what legislation cannot supply. Funda-
mentally, the welfare of each citizen, and
therefore the welfare of the aggregate
of citizens which makes the nation, must
rest upon individual thrift and energy,
resolution and intelligence. Nothing can
take the place of this individual capacity;
but wise legislation and honest and in-
telligent administration can give it the
fullest scope, the largest opportunity to
work to good effect.

Serious Social Problems.

The tremendous and. highly complex in-
dustrial development which went on with
ever accelerated rapidity during the lat-
ter half of the nineteenth century brings
us face to face, at the beginning of the
twentieth, with very serious social prob-
lems. The old laws, and the old customs
which had almost the binding force of law,
were once quite sufficient to regulate the
accumulation and distribution of wealth.
Since the industrial changes which have
so enormously increased the productive
power of mankind, they are no longer
sufficient.

The growth of cities has gone on beyond
comparison faster than the growth of the
country, and the upbuilding of the great
industrial centers has meant a startling
increase, not merely in the aggregate of
wealth, but in the number of very large
individual, and especially of very large
corporate, fortunes. The creation of these
great corporate fortunes has not been due
to the tariff nor to any other govern-
mental action, but to natural causes in the
business world, operating In other coun-
tries as they operate in our own.

The process has aroused much antagon-
ism, c great part of which is wholly
without warrant. It is not true that as
the rich have grown richer -the poor hava
grown poorer. On the contrary, never
before has the average man, the wage-
worker, the farmer, the small trader,
been so well off as in this country and at
the present time. There have been
abuses connected, with the accumulation
of wealth; yet it remains true that a for-
tune accumulated in legitimate business
can be accumulated by the person special-
ly benefited only on condition of con-
ferring immense incidental benefits upon
others. Successful enterprise, of the type
which benefits all mankind, can only ex-
ist if the conditions are such as to offer
•great prizes as the rewards of success.

Gulf Between SueeesH and Failure.

The captains of industry who have

The Trusts and How to Regulate Them*
The mechanism of modern business is so

delicate that extreme care must be taken
not to interfere with it in a spirit of rash-
ness or ignorance. Many of those who
have made it their vocation to denounce
the great industrial combinations which
are popularly, although with technical in-
accuracy, known as "trusts," appeal
especially to hatred and fear. These are
precisely the two emotions, particularly
when combined with ignorance, which un-
fit men for the exercise of cool and steady
judgment. In facing, new industrial con-
ditions, the whole history of the world
shows that legislation will generally be
both unwise and ineffective unless under-
taken after calm inquiry and with sober
self-restraint. Much of the legislation
directed at the trusts would have been ex-
ceedingly mischievous had it not also
been entirely ineffective.

In acordance with a well-known socio-
logical law, the ignorant or reckless agi-
tator has been the really effective friend
of the evils which he has been nominally
opposing. In dealing with busines inter-
ests, for the government to undertake by
crude and ill-considered legislation to do
what may turn out to be bad, would be to
incur the risk of such far-reaching na-
tional disaster that it would be preferable
to do nothing at all. The men who de-
mand the impossible or the undesirable,
serve as the allies of the forces with
which they are nominally at war, for they
hamper those who would endeavor to find
out in rational fashion what the wrongs
really are and to what extent and in what
manner it is Dractlcable to apply reme-
dies.

All this is true; and yet it is also true
that there are real and grave evils, one of
cause of its many baleful consequences;
the chief being overcapitalization be-
and a resolute and practical effort must
be made to correct these evils.

Trusts Should Be Controlled.

to be filled by men of a spirit which would
make them resolute and merciless in deal-
ing with every friend of disorder. This
great country will not fall into anarchy,
and if anarchists should ever become a
serious menace to its institutions, they
would not merely be stamped out, but
would involve in their own ruin every
active or passive sympathizer with their
doctrines. The American people are slow
to wrath, but when their wrath is once
kindled it burns like a consuming flame.

driven the railway systems across this
continent, who 'have "built up our com-
merce, who have developed our manufac-
tures, have on the whole done great good
to our people. Without them the ma-
ferial development of which we are so
justly proud could never have taken place.
Moreover, we should recognize the im-
mense importance to this material devel-
opment, of leaving as unhampered as is
compatible with the public good the strong
and forceful men upon whom the success
of business operations inevitably rests.
,The slightest study of business conditions
will satisfy anyone capable of forming a
judgment that the peronal equation is the
most important factor in a business oper-
ation; that the business ability of the
man at the head of any 'business concern,
big or little, is usually the factor which
.fixes the gulf between striking success
and homeless failure.

An additional reason for caution in
dealing with corporations is to be found
in the international commercial condi-

.tions of to-day. The same business con-
ditions which have produced the great
aggregations of corporate and individual
wealth have made them very potent fac-
tors in international commercial competi-
tion. Business concerns which have the
.largest means at their disposal and are
managed by the ablest men are naturally
those which take the lead in the strife for
commercial supremacy among the nations
,of the world. America has only just be-
,gun to assume that commanding position
in the international business world which
we believe will more and more be hers.
It Is of the utmost importance that this
position 'be not jeoparded, especially at a
time when the overflowing abundance of
,our own natural resources and the skill,
business energy, and mechanical aptitude

of our people make foreign markets es-
sential. Under such conditions it would
be most unwise to cramp or to fetter the
youthful strength of our nation.

Danger to One, Danger to AH.

There is a widespread conviction in the
minds of the American people that the
great corporations known as trusts are in
certain of their features and tendencies
hurtful to the general welfare. This
springs from no spirit ofenvy or uncharit-
ableness, nor lack of pride in the great in-
dustrial achievements that have placed this
country at the head of the nations strug-
gling for commercial supremacy. It does
not rest upon a lack of intelligent appre-
ciation of the necessity of meeting chang-
ing and changed conditions of trade with
new methods, nor upon ignorance of the
fact that combinations of capital in the
effort to accomplish great things is neces-
sary when the world's progress demands
that great things be done. It is based
upon sincere conviction that combinations
and concentration should be, not pro-
hibited, but supervised and within rea-
sonable limits controlled; and in my judg-
ment this conviction is right.

Moreover, it cannot too often be pointed
out that to strike with ignorant violence
at the interest of one set of men almost
.inevitably endangers the interests of all.
,The fundamental rule In our national life
,—the rule which underlies all others —is
ithat, on the whoje, and in the long run,
we shall go up or down together. There
are exceptions; and in times of prosper-
ity some will prosper far more, and in
times of adversity some will suffer far
more, than others; but speaking general-
ly, a period of good times means that all
share more or less in them, and in a
period of hard times all feel the stress to
ii greater or less degree.

It surely ought not to be necessary to
,enter into any proof of this statement;
the memory of the lean years which be-
gan in 18^3 is still vivid., and we can con-
trast them with the conditions in this
very year 'which is now closing. Disaster
to great 'business enterprises can never
have its effects limited to the men at the
top. It spreads throughout, and while it
is bad for everybody, it is worst for those
farthest down. The capitalist may be
.shorn of his luxuries; tout the wage-work-
er may be deprived of even tare necessi-
ties.

lence. Great corporations exist only be-
cause they are created and safeguarded by
our institutions; and it is therefore our
right and our duty to see that they work
in harmony with these institutions.

excluding Chinese laborers and to
strengthen it wherever necessary in order
to make its enforcement entirely effective.

L,ul»or Should Be Protected.
The national government should de-

mand the highest quality of service from
its employes; and in return it should be
a good employer. If possible legislation
should be passed, in connection with the
Interstate commerce law, which will ren-
der effective the efforts of different states
to do away with the competition of con-
vict contract labor in the open labor mar-
ket. So far as practicable under the con-
ditions of government work, provision
should be made to render the enforce-
ment of the eight-hour law easy and
certain. In all industries carried on di-
rectly or indirectly for the United States
government women and children should
be protected from excessive hours of
labor, from night work, and from work
under unsanitary conditions. The gov-
ernment should provide iv its contracts
that all work should be done under "fair"
conditions, and in addition to setting a
high standard should uphold it by proper
inspection, extending if necessary 10 the
subcontractors. The government should
forbid all night work for women and
children, as well as excessive over time.
For the District of Columbia a good fac-
tory law should be made to turn the in-
habited alleys, the existence of which is
a reproach to our capital city, into minor
streets, where the Inhabitants can live
under conditions favorable to health and
morals.

American wage-workers work with their
heads as well as their hands. Moreover,
they take a keen pride in what they are
doing; so that, independent of the reward,
they wish to turn out a perfect job. This
is the great secret of our success in com-
petition with the labor of foreign coun-
tries.

Labor I nions Do Good.
The most vital problem with which this

Publicity the Flrot Ksnontlul.

The first essential In determining how
to deal with the streat industrial com-
binations is knowledge of the facts —pub-
licity. In the interest of the public, the
government should have the right to in-
spect and examine the workings of the
great corporations engaged in interstate
business. Publicity is the only sure rem-
edy which we can now invoke. What fur-
ther remedies are needed in the way of
governmental regulation, or taxation, can
only be determined after publicity has
been obtained, by process of law, and in
the course of administration. The first
requisite is knowledge, full and complete
—knowledge which may be made public to
the world.

Artificial bodies, such as corporations
and joint stock or other associations, de-
pending upon any statutory law for their
existence or privileges, should be subject
to proper governmental supervision, and
full and accurate information as to their
operations should be made public regular-
ly at reasonable intervals.

The large corporations, commonly called
trusts, though organized in one state, al-
ways do business in many states, often
doing vjry little business in the state
where fney are incorporated. There is
utter lack of uniformity in the state laws
about them, and as no state has any ex-
clusive interest in or power over their
acts, it has in practice proved impossible
to get adequate regulation through state
action. Therefore, in the interest of the
whole people, the nation should, without
interfering with the power of the states
in the matter itself, also assume power of
supervision and regulation over all cor-
porations doing an 'interstate business.
This is especially true where the cor-
poration derives a portion of its wealth
from the existence of some monopolistic
element or tendency in its business. There
would be no hardship in such supervision;
banks are subject to it, and in their case
it is now accepted as a simple matter of
course. Indeed, it is probable that su-
pervision of corporations by the national
government need not go so far as is now
the case with the supervision exercised
over them by so conservative a state as
Massachusetts, in order to produce excel-
lent results.

Constitutional Amendment.

It is no limitation upon property rights
or freedom of contract to require that
when men receive from government the
privilege of doing business under cor-
porate form, which frees them from indi-
vidual responsibility, and enables them to
call into their enterprise the capital of
the public, they shall do so upon abso-
lutely truthful representations as to the
value of the property in which the cap-
ital is to be invested. Corporations en-
gaged in interstate commerce should be
regulated if they are found to exercise a
license working to the public injury. It
should be as much the aim of those who
seek for social betterment to rid the busi-
ness woild of crimes of cunning as to rid
the entire body politic of crimes of vio-

When the constitution was adopted, at
the end of the eighteenth century, no
human wisdom could foretell the sweep-
ing changes, alike in industrial and politi-
cal conditions, which were to take place
by the beginning of the twentieth century.
At that time it was accepted es a matter
of course that the several states were the
proper authorities to regulate, so far as
was then necessary, the comparatively in-
significant and strictly localized corporate
bodies of the day.

The conditions are now wholly different
end wholly different action Is called for.
I believe that a law can bef framed which
will enable the national government to
exercise control along the lines above in-
dicated; profiting by the experience
gained through the passage and adminis-
tration of the Interstate commerce act.
If, however, the judgment of the congress
Is that It leeks the constitutional power
to pass such an act, then a constitutional
amendment should be submitted to confer
the power.

Tlhere should be created a cabinet offi-
cer, to be known as secretary of com-
merce and industries, as provided in the
bill introduced at the last session of the
congress. It should be his province to
deal with commerce in its broadest sense;
including among many other things what-
ever concerns labor and all matters af-
fecting the great business corporations

and our merchant marine.
The course proposed is one phase of

Our present immigration laws are un-
satisfactory. We need every honest and
efficient immigrant fitted to become an
American citizen, every immigrant who
comes here to stay, who brings here a
strong body, a stout heart, a good bead,
and a resolute purpose to do his duty
well in every way an<! to bring up his
children as lawabiding and God-fearing
members of the community. But there
should be- a comprehensive law enacted
with the object of working a threefold im-
provement over our present system.
First, we should aim to exclude absolutely
not only all persons who are known to be
believers in anarchistic principles or mem-
bers of anarchistic societies, but also all
persons who are of a low moral tendency
or of unsavory reputation. This means
that we should require a more thorough
system of inspection abroad and a more
rigid system of examination at our im-
migration ports, the former being especi-
ally necessary.

The second object of a proper immigra-

tion law ougOu to be to secure by a
careful and not merely perfunctory educa-
tional test some intelligent capacity to
appreciate American institutions and act
sanely as American citizens.

This would not keep out all anarchists,

There is general acquiesence in our
present tariff system as f national policy.

The first requisite to our prosperity is
the continuity and stability of this eco-
nomic policy. Nothing could be more un-
,wise than to disturb the business inter-
ests of the country by any general tariff
Change at this time. Doubt, apprehen-
sion, uncertainty are exactly what we
jnost wish to avoid in the interest of our
commercial and material well-being. Our
experience in the past has shown that
sweeping revisions of the tariff are apt
to produce conditions closely approaching
,panic in the business world. Yet it is
fiat only possible, but eminently desirable,
to combine with the stability of our eco-
nomic system a supplementary system of
reciprocal benefit and obligation with
£>ther nations. Such reciprocity is an in-
cident aud result of the firm establish-
ment and preservation of our present
economic policy. It was specially pro-
vided for in the present tariff law.

Reciprocity must be treated as the
handmaiden of protection. Our first duty
is to see that the protection granted by
the tariff in every case where it is needed
js maintained, and that reciprocity be
sought for so far as it can safely be done
without injury to our home industries.
Just 'how far this is must be determined
according to the individual case, remem-
bering always that every application of
.our tariff policy to meet our shifting na-
tional needs must be conditioned upon the
cardinal fact that the duties must never
|be reduced below the point that will cover
the difference between the labor cost here
and abroad. The well-being of the wage-
\u25a0\vorker is a prime consideration of our
entire policy of economic legislation.

Hearty Support of Reciprocity Prin-
ciple.

Subject tOpthis proviso of the proper
protection necessary to our industrial
well-being at home, the principle of reci-
procity must command our hearty sup-

Wage-workers and Chinese Exclusion.
With the sole exception of the farm-

ing interest, no one matter Is of such
vital moment to our whole people as the
welfare of the wage workers. If the
farmer and the wage worker are well off,
it is absolutely certain that others will
be well off too. It is therefore a matter
for hearty congratulation tthat on the
whole wages ere higher to-day in the
United States than ever before in our
history, and far higher than in any oth-
er country. The standard of living is
also higher than ever before. Every ef-
fort of legislator and administrator should

be bent tosecure the permanency of this
condition of things and its improvement
wherever possible. Not only must our
labor be protected by the tariff, but it
should also be protected as far as possi-
ble from the presence in this country of
any laborers brought over by contract,
or of those who, coming freely, yet rep-
resent a standard of livingso depressed
that they can undersell our men in the
labor market and drag them "to a lower
level.
I regard it as necessary with this end

in view, to re-enact immediately the law

The condition of the American merchant
marine is such as to call for immediate
remedial action by the congress. It is

discreditable to us as a nation thet our
merchant marine should be utterly insig-
nificant in comparison to that of other
nations which we overtop in other forms
of business. We should not longer sub-
mit to conditions under which only a
trifling portion of our great commerce is
carried on in our own ships. To remedy
this state of things would not merely
serve to build up our shipipng interests,
but it would also result in benefit to all
who are interested in the permanent es-
tablishment of a wider market for Ameri-
can products, and would provide an
auxiliary force for the navy.

Ships work for their own countries
just as railroads work for their terminal
points. Shipping lines, if established to
the principal countries with which we
have dealings, would be of political as
well as commercial benefit. From evry
standpoint it is unwise for the United
States to continue to rely upon the ships
of competing nations for the distribu-

Tho act of March 14, 1900, Intended un-
equivocally to establish gold as the stand-
ard money and to maintain at a parity
therewith all forms of money medium in
use with us, has been shown to be timely
and judicious. The price of our govern-
ment "bonds in the world's market, when
compared with the price of similar obli-
gations issued by other nations, is a flat-
tering tribute to our public credit. This
condition 1b evidently desirable to main-
tain.

In many respects the national banking
law furnishes sufficient liberty for the
proper exercise of the banking function;
but there seems to be need of better safe-
guards against the deranging influence of

country, and for that majtter the whole
civilized world, has to deal, is the prob-
lem which has for one side the betterment
of social conditions, moral and physical,
in large cities, and for another side the
effort to deal with that tangle of far-
reaching questions which we group to-
gether when we speak of "labor." Tha
chief factor in th^e success of each man —
wage-worker, farmer, and capitalist alike
—must ever be the sum total of his own
Individual qualities and abilities. Second
only to this comes the power of acting
in combination or association with others.
Very great good has been and will be
accomplished by associations or unions of
wage-workers, when managed with fore-
thought, and when they combine insistence
upon their own rights with law abiding
respect for the rights of others. The dis-
play of these qualities in such bodies is
a duty to the nation no less than to the
associations themselves. Finally, there
must also in many cases be action by the
government in order to safeguard the
rights and interests of all. Under our
constitution there is much more scope for
such action by the state and the munici-
pality than by the nation. But on point*
such as those touched on above tha na-
tional government can act.

When all is said and done, the rule of
brotherhood remains as the indispensable
prerequisite to success in the kind of na-
tional life for which we strive. Each man
must work for himself, and unlessiilie so
works no outside help can avail him; but
each man must remember also that he is
indeed his brother's keeper, and that
while no man who refuses to walk can be
carried with advantage to himself or any-
one else, yet that each at times stumbles
or halts, that each at times needs to have
the helping hand outstretched to him. To
be permanently effective, aid must always
take the form of helping a man to help
himself; and we can all best help our-
selves by joiningtogether in the work that
la of common interest to all.

Secretary of Commerce and Industries.
what should be a comprehensive and far-
reaching scheme of constructive states-
manship for tine purpose of broadening
our markets, securing our business in-
terests on a safe basis, and making firm
our new position in the international in-
dustrial world; while scrupulously safe-
guarding the rights of wage workers and
capitalists, of investor and private citi-
zen, so as to secure equity as between
man and man in this republic.

New Immigration Laws Needed
for many of them belong to the Intelligent
criminal class. But it would do what is
also in point, that is, tend to decrease
the sum of ignorance, so potent in pro-
ducing the envy, suspicious malignant pas-
sion, and hatred of order, out of which
anarchistic sentiment Inevitably springs.
Finally, all persons should be excluded
who are below a certain standard of econ-
omic fitness to enter our industrial field
as competitors with American labor. There
i-hould be proper proof of personal capac-
ity to earn an American livingand enough
money to insure a decent start und^r
American conditions. This would stop the
influx of cheap labor, and the resulting
competition which gives rise to so much
of bitterness in American industrial life;
and it would dry up tha springs of the
pestilential social conditions in our great
cities, where anarchistic organizations
have their greatest possibility of growth.

Both the educational and economic tests
in a wise immigration law should be de-
signed to protect and elevate the general
body politic and social. A very close
supervision should be exercised over the
steamship companies which mainly bring
over the immigrants, and they should be
held to a strict accountability Cor any In-
fraction of the law.

Present Tariff System and Reciprocity.
port. The phenomenal growth of our ex-
port trade emphasizes the urgency of tho
need for wire markets and for a liberal
policy in dealing with foreign nations.
Whatever Is merely petty and vexatious
in the way of trade restrictions should bt<
avoided. The customers to whom we dis-
pose of our eurplus products in the long
run, directly or indirectly, purchase thus*
surplus products by giving us something
in return. Their ability to purchase our
products should, as far as possible, be
socured by so arranging our tariff as to
enable us to take from them those prod-
ucts which we can use without harm to
our own industries and labor, or the use
of which will be of marked benefit to us.

It is most Important that we should
maintain the high level of out preseut
prosperity. We have now reached the
point in the development of our interests
where we are not only able to supply our
own markets, but to produce a constantly
growing surplus for which we must find
markets abroad.

To Secure Markets Abroad.
To secure these markets, we can util-

ize existing duties in any case where
they are no longer needed for the purpose
of protection, or in any case \u25a0where the
article is not produced here and the duty
Is no longer necessary for revenue, as
giving us something to offer in exchange
lor what we ask. The cordial relations
with other nations which are so desira-
ble will naturally be promoted by the
course thus required by our own Interests.

The natural line of development for a
policy of reciprocity will b© in connec-
tion with those of our productions which
no longer require all of the support once
needed to establish them upon a sound
basis, and with those others where, either
because of natural or of economic causes,
we are beyond the reach of successful
competition.

I ask the attention of the senate to the
reciprocity treatiea laid before it by my
predecessor.

Remedy for Merchant Marine Conditions.
tion of our good?. It should be made ad-
van tageus to carry American goods In
American-built ships.

American UUadTantacei.
At present American shipping Is under

certain great disadvantages when nut ju
competition with the shipping of fone? K^
countries. Many of the fast foreign
steamships, at a speed of fourteen
knots or above, are subsidised; and all
our ships, sailing vessels and steamers
alike, cargo carriers of slow speed and
mail carriers of high speed, have to meot
the fact that the original cost of building
American ships is greater than is the
case abroad; that the wages paid Ameri-
can officers and seamen are very much
higher than those paid the officers and
seamen of foreign competing countries,
end that the standard of living on our
ships is far superior to the standard of
living on the ships of our commercial
rivals.

Our government should take such action
as will remedy these inequalities. The
American merchant marine should be re-
stored to the ocean.

Financial Law, Revenues and Expenditures.
commercial crises and financial panics.
Moreover, the currency of the country
should be made responslre to the demands
of our domestic trade and commerce.

The collections from duties on imports
and internal taxes continue to exceed the
ordinary expenditures of the government,
thanks mainly to the reduced army ex-
penditures. The utmost care should b#
taken not to reduce the revenues so that
there will be any possibility of a deficit;
but, after providing against any suca
contingency, means should be adopted
whirh will bring the revenues more nearly

within the limit of our actual needs. In
his report to the congress, the secretary
of the treasury considers all these q.ues-


