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Do Your I To stimulate evening trading and thus in some degree relieve the increasing strain Wonderful
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During SfiOHulf £W@Hiilf|^ © 0 CIOCIC *"'time °g blOSinC Merchan-

Morning —ONE OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL BARGAINS: ——or Evening 9 Thus making it a personal gain as well as a great personal convenience to those Christmas
Hours* I who willdo their trading evenings. Remember, one special in each Department. Presents*

Golf Gloves. Women's Hose. Milliaery, Knit Booties. Silks. Optical Dept. Art Department Shoe DentMain Floor. Second Floor. A
\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0*\u25a0 n» i m***]************** mmitu wvfii

Ladies' and Children's Special Bargain Cut Prices for Xmas. Infants' fine Knit ;. Main Floor. \u25a0
Annex • ; Annex. Annex

Baft'Ltale Golf Gloves, Moad.y Even*,, Choice of 75 Trimm ed Booties, edged with .The genuine 8....1, hand $8.00 Camera, for 12 &«\u25a0•.\u25a0&,,«\u25a0;' £\u25a0£ Ladies' \u25a0 ,1 Felt \u25a0 furusual price 2»o p.r pair. Women's 350 fast black, heavy
je^jm I*.** dainty blue or pink made, Black Taffeta, 21 pictures, g-uaratced, Pieces, can be used firPillow trimmed -Tnlicts \u25a0 for£•£*-« gass* ®i gio ts&h&nz SLSiris fss^sr si-ss sssyraS
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Nickel-plated Alarm
Women's Fine Flannelette Two kinds, good CoDey Muffs. .11 satin- all-wool kersey and covert 10-in. Kid body doll, Women s 75c and $1.00 Box Coat, made of tine quality"

Nkkcl-plated Alarm Night Robes, made in square lwo kl.n? S
'

Coney Muffs, all satin * mnvincr Pvp. niriv heavy wool Underwear in Kersey Cloth, in a beautifulim^u H
r 7kwn.*iui or round yoke effect; yoke of heavy Winter Under- lined. Nev«r sold for less "J*„;£?„ 'Zi iofiw m OVing- eyes, CUrly

cameß wair Or natural shade of castor; high storm
Clocks— Special for tucks and trimmed with ruffle; wear natural wool that QRp p^ Sn,ni«l

style, plain blue, w;^\u25a0\u25a0chbes and stock- l™i Ltli«2L ? •
L collar; lined throughout; Pret"

th" f^ »^^.
very fine workmanship; made wear» natural WOOI that y«c each. bpecial black and tan; also Camel's wi^, bnoes ana SIOCK wool—broken line of sizes. tily tailor-stitched yoke back.
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Silverware. Drug Department. Books. Blanket Dept. Black Dress Goods Tray Cloths. China Department. Down Pillows.
50c and fancy triple-plated All Our Regular 25c Quad- Sf&*i™i^^iS«l?isil\ 950t )airs Fancy StriDed 56-inch heavy plain black Linen Department in Annex: .'24 dozen

Ben
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DARK PUZZLES
OF THE MAILS

The New York Postoffiee Has a "Blind Reader"
Who Solves Thousands of Them

Every Month.

(Copyright 19ul by Ewan McPherson).

Of the millions of letters which go
through the New York postoffice every
month seventy odd thousand are thrown
aside by the clerks as "blind addresses."
This means that they are too ill-written,
badly spelled or queerly directed for the
employes of the department, all of whom
are very keen at deciphering these unin-
tentional cryptograms, and must go to
the "blind reader," O. G. Menger. Mr.
Menger is probably the most extraor-
dinary puzzle solver in this country, if not

In the world, for his range of subjects
covers a wider field than all the "prize
puzzle departments" put together, and to
many of the problems to which he must
direct iiis faculties there is no answer, j
In one month of this year he examined
73,889 blind addresses, nearly 64,000 of
which he sent to their proper destina-
tions.

Blind readers are born, not made. They

must have a natural instinct for unravel-
ing mysteries, a certain power of intui-
tion, an exhaustive range of geographical
information, a knowledge of many lan-
guages and chirographies, a prodigious
memory for minute facts and a special

taste for the curiosities of language. All
this was developed in the case of the
present specialist by fourteen years of
practice and discipline under his prede-

cessor, W. W. Stone, the first professional
'"blind reader" in the world, who died in
August, 1900. Mr. Menger has a collec-
tion of these addresses, nine out of ten
of which would drive the average man to
despair.

Poor chirograph}' is in itself the least of
the expert's troubles. He has nothing to
think about until two essential elements
of an address out of three are omitted,
and the rest spelled in a manner beyond
the dreams of the wildest "fonettik."
Taking Mr. Menger's collection
as representative of the most
Interesting work that falls to

expert's lot, the trouble —or the
£un, as he might call it.—arises out of
one or other of these four general causes:

First—Foreign ignorance of American
geography and the English language.

Second —False or defective information
about the particular address intended.with
more or less carelessness.

Third—Whims and oddities of cranks
and semicranks.

Fourth—Various attempts to make a
public display of wit and humor.

Of all the queer addresses in the col-
lection, those which belong in the first of
these classes are the most interesting
and amusing; those of the last —the
would-be funny—are the least so. Sev-
eral inventors of ciphers have experi-
mented, on the postoffiee by using their
own inventions to address envelopes to
themselves, with the mortifying result
that the envelopes so addressed infallibly
reached their destinations in course of
time. To understand why the postofflce

officials should trouble themselves to de-
cipher these puerilities, one must remem-
ber that the postal service has its esprit
de corps, and a wholesome rivalry be-
tween the New York postofflce and the
dead letter office at Washington forces
the activity of both far beyond, the point
where strict obligation might fairly be
supposed to end.

Then there is the smart youth—one could
almost draw a picture of him leaning
against the drug store newell post with a
cigarete tilted in his mouth after reading
this lofty effort at cabalistic humor ou
an envelope: "Miss J. H. D. Stone, Sac-
chrine Elevation, N. H,." which promptly
went to Sugar Hill, N. H.

Going backward through the four classes
here assumed, the next in order —the
crank class —is much smaller than might
have been expected. "To the Monkeys of
Mexaco In America," with a Liverpool
postmark, suggests a violent case of in-
sanity. Another from England, ad-
dressed to "Mrs. Stanford, California,"

If You Are Troubled With
Constipation, Liver and Kidney Diseases,

Catarrh of the Stomach, Dyspepsia,
Gout and Rheumatism,

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0.-.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0• ' • \u25a0'\u25a0

USE THE GENUINE IMPORTED

C^rlsba^d Salt.
IT IS NATURE'S OWN REMEDY.

The Carlsbad Sprudel Salt is obtained by evaporation from
the waters of the Springs at Carlsbad and contains the same remarkable
curative properties that have made the place famous for five centuries.

. Be sure to obtain the Genuine article, which must have the
signature of "Eisnkr & Mendleson Co., Sole Agents, New York," on
•very bottle.

very likely exhibits a madness with
method in it.

It is perhaps significant that the ad-
dress, "Mr. Pluto, the Fourth Circle,
Hades, on the Styx," should have come
from Sing Sing; even more so that Sioux
Falls, S. D., should be the point of de-
parture of a letter addressed to "Any
Manufacturer or Dealer in Marriage Cer-
tificates, New York City, N. Y."

The largest number of blind addresses
are the result of the close similarity be-
tween names of postofflces in the same
state. New Jersey, for instance, has not
only a Morristown, but a Mauricetown
and a Moorestown. And here is an as- j
tcnishing list of what may be called pairs
of twin names in Pennsylvania: Bala and
Bela, Coldcreek and Coles Creek, Dilliner
and Dillinger, Drifton and Drifting, Dru-
lnore and Dunmore, Hamilton and Ham-
linton, Roland and Rowland. Mistakes in
addressing are inevitable when such
names as these are given by word of
mouth, as friends in parting beg each
other to "be sure to let me hear from
you." This class now and then furnishes
some amusement, as, for instance, where
the name of Helmetta, N. J., appears as
"Hell Meadow." Dutchess Junction, N.
V., masquerades under the name of "Dutch
Johnson," and "Colts Neck" figures as
"Cold Snake." Quite recently the New
York sorters have been puzzled by these
three: "Liquid," "Lobster Bay" and
"North Dutchtown," respectively in-
tended for "Lakewood," "Oyster Bay"
and "Germantown."

The apparatus for dealing with this
class of difficulties consists chiefly of a
remarkably large outfit of books of ref-
erence—directories of cities, gazetteers,
directories of every trade and occupation,
the army list, the navy list, the register
of lighthouses, registers of persons spec-
ially interested in various artistic and
scientific pursuits, (such as the Natural-
ists' directory,) and, not least, the Social
Register. It needs a trained judgment,
almost equal to an intsinct in its effect,
to guess in which of these books a name
Is most likely to be found. It may have
been easy, for instance, to decide on gen-
eral appearances, that "Miss Mary Mur-
phy, America," to whom this unstamped
envelop is addressed, need not be looked
for in the Social Register, but many
cases require a much closer consideration
of all the details.

The cream of the collection, regarding

It as a museum of epistolary curiosities,
is in the foreign written addresses. Most
of these have been condemned as "hards"
and laid aside by the sorting clerks who
handle the incoming foreign mails, and
the necessity for a specialist to do this
work of deciphering in the New York post-
office is doubtless due to that city's be-
ing the most frequented port of arrival
for mail carrying ocean steamers. But
the term "foreign" in this connection

boken"; "Ancram Lead, Kalambi Coity,"
for "Anicram Lead Mines, Columbia
County, N. Y." "Al Signor Luigi Scar-
pina, Anovifol3i, N. V.," meaning "Han-
nawa Falls, N. V.," and that triumph of
blind reading in which a trackless Jun-
gle of big and little letters has been so
reduced to order as to spell "192 NoRtH
sti Re Eti bostock Massa," and Interpreted
"192 North St., Boston, Mass." The let-
ter addressed to "Fedvelteneszi" !"Fay-
etteville, Term.") has no stamp at all, but
it was mailed in New York. On the other
hand, that addressed to "Knonghyto P. 0.,
Con., U. S. A.," for "Naugatuck, Conn.,"
bears the postmark of Tipperary; and "To
And Over Street Sailing Mass." for "2
Andover St., Salem, Mass.," comes from
Ballymote in the Green Isle. From the
same quarter of the globe come the more
recent oddities of "Cranston Royal Irish"
(for "Cranston, R. I.,") and the spelling
out of "Washington, D. C," as Washing-
ton, Dublin County."

A very important point in solving the
problem of the foreign addresser's inten-
tion is, evidently, a knowledge of the
sound values which the characters he
writes would toe likely to bear for him
individually. Here the expert's taste for
linguistic niceties, with the corresponding
keen ear for differences of sound, is in-
valuable. A man who has become ac-
curately familiar with Italian sounds sees
at a glance that "Negiosi," giving the
Italian values to the letters, exactly rep-
resent an Illiterate Italian's attempt at
the sounds which Americans write "New
Jersey." On an envelope- with a Russian
stamp "Kreenpoynp" means "Green-
point," for the Russian mouth Is apt to
substitute a latftal for a dental consonant,
and a X for a gutteral O. Again there is
the wonderful postmark "Przecxaw" on
a letter to "Mis Karolina Janowska."
One who has listened carefully to either
Russian or Polish talk knows how a man
of Przecxaw would read aloud the line
which follows the name—"Tu wody tv is
Chander Ten stryt; it would sound some-
thing very like "Two forty two. East
Hundred Tenth street, which is a fairly

; Intelligibleaddresss.
Of course, many addresses defy the most

[ exhaustive study, and many letters land
iv the Dead Letter office. In this class
belongs the effort of a sturdy Briton, who
wrote to his friend Mr. Thomas Clacy, at

must be taken to include not only in-
habitants of other English-speaking
countries, but also, very largely, the for-
eign born persons living in this country.

This envelope, for example, addressed to
a young lady at "Spencer, Insea," where
"Insea" stands for the initials N. C, Is
not likely to have been mailed, by a native
American, but it bears a United States
stamp; the same is true of the .envelopes
inscribed, "W. Hobokniy," in very bad
German script, meaning "W«»t Ho-

"New Jersey, United States America,"
and then, with truly British misgivings
as to the efficiency of American institu-
tions, appended a little private note to
the postofflce authorities assuring them
that "this address is correct." Probably
it was, as far as it went, but it hasn't
gone far enough yet to get Thomas Clacy.
Here is a Russian specimen with 10 cents
due: "This handwriting is ow off your
brother's daughter his name is Simon
Galltsky, America." All that was on the
unstamped envelope found in a Schenec-
tady, N. V., mailbox was "Please put on
this 5 cents stamp on the letters that go
to Italy and has not the stamp on. Yeur
P. De Marso."

But the blindest of the blind addresses
in the collection are such as the follow-
ing:

"adress) I wish you alia
Happy New Year

and Merry Christmas
Americka."

—which Is from Stockholm, Sweden; and—«
"Mister Samuel Landberg

You is alright old Grandmother
Yaki hada belly ache

123456789 10
in Newiork

Amerika."
—from Vienna, Austria; and—

my darling
aweethart

1 lov Juy
Nortamerika."

—from a country postoffice in Sweden.
Addresses like these are not only im-

possible of translation into anything like
working forms, but they defy the non-ex-
pert to guess what could possibly have
caused them to be writen. The expert's
theory is that in all these cases—and
there are many more like them—the ad-
dressee has written in last letter a few
words of English, just to show his fa-
miliarity with that language; his corre-
spondent at home has mistaken the words
for his American address, and, as a rule,
the letter finds its way to the Dead Let-
ter Office. The anguish^ of the Swedish
Miss , whose coy outpouring of
the heart in a language her lover knew
not, resulted in her getting no answer to
her letter, is only one among many pa-
thetic romances suggested by the contents
of this album of queer addresses.
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Gordon Patent comfort caps
' ' Bands lined with fur or otherwise. They fit

the head like a glove; dll new style cloths.

Price Here $1.50.
Gordon people say we sell more Gordon Caps than any other

account in United States.
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