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WHEREt PERSONAL PROPERTY IS NOT 
TAXED 

As in several other classes of legisla­
tion and administration the British self-
governing colonies in the Pacific have 
taken more advanced positions in respect 
to taxation than have we of the United 
States. The Minnesota tax commission 
refers briefly to the systems of taxation 
In vogue there, saying: 

The best thought of the country seems to 
regard with favor such a policy, and it may 
be that within a briefer period than is now 
contemplated, wisdom will require thejadop-
tion by the people of this state of such a 
policy or of one which shall embody its sal­
ient features. 

In the event of the adoption of the 
commission's constitutional amendments 
or others giving the legislature substan­
tially the same latitude of action the 
adoption of the New Zealand or Austra­
lian systems will doubtless become a 
pressing question. Any conceivable de­
parture from the present principle of tax­
ation of all property must tend in part, a t 
least, toward the systems of the new 
English speaking peoples of the south 
seas. A recent consular report supplies 
us with some interesting information 
about the New South Wales system and 
its workings. The report is made by 
Orlando H. Baker, United States consul 
at Sydney. Leaving out of consideration 
the very large revenue derived by the 
state from the sales and leases of public 
lands, the forms of the state revenues are 
customs, excise, license, land tax, in­
come tax and stamp duties. There is no 
personal property tax. The land tax is 
levied on the value of the land as deter­
mined by what can be realized by sale. It 
yields the s ta te only about a tenth of the 
total tax revenues. 

Each municipal'*: Axes its own rate of 
taxation within certain limits. The tax 
is assessed a t 5 per cent on nine-tenths 
of^the value fixed on unimproved land, 
and on the rent which the improvements 
should bring. If the property is unoccu­
pied and the owner receives no rent he is 
assessed just the same. In Sydney at the 
present time the rate is 2 shillings per 1 
pound, which includes lighting. Water 
and sewerage rates are 7d (14-cents) on 
each pound. By this method, if the prop­
erty brings a rent of $500 per annum it 
must pay a tax of $50. 

We ihavo here then in practice the 
theory that personal property should not 
be taxed. Mr. Baker does not find that 
it has brought about the taxation millen-
ium. For instance, the government es­
tablishes the rent a certain house ought 
to bring. The owner may search in 
vain for a tenant at tha t price and ihe 
may have to rent his house at. a much 
lower rate or leave it empty, but the tax 
must be paid, nevertheless. Another in­
stance of what Mr. Baker considers an 
injustice is in the land tax. The erection 
of Improvements on neigh-boring property 
brings up the tax on a lot though the 
owner is deriving no more from it than 
formerly. The owner of the lot referred 
to may be living in a humble cottage on 
it. His income is no greater than before 
and his home is no finer, but his taxes are 
greater. But, of course, we have the same 
inequality in our present real estate tax. 

Incomes in New South Wales above 
$1,000 are taxed at the rate of 2.4 cents 
per dollar. Much the same system pre­
vails in New Zealand. As bearing on the 
present discussion of the taxation of 
mortgages it is interesting to. note that, 
where a mortgage stands against the 
land, 12 cents on each pound, paid as in­
terest, is deducted from the tax. 

The consuls make no reference to ease 
of collection under the land tax and in­
come tax systems as compared with the 
personal property tax system, but it may 
be taken for granted that there is no such 
vexation and irritation under the former 
as under the lat ter system, nor so much 
deceit, lying and perjury. 

fided to this commission Is the most im­
portant field for executive action in -the 
state government. It gives an ambitious 
and efficient governor an opportunity to 
do something, to have a program and 
carry it out, when the commission is con­
trolled by him. 

A GRIEVOUS BLOW 
If the announced intention of Postmas 

ter General Payne of retaining all fourth 
class postmasters when their present 
terms expire, except as they may be re­
moved for cause, is followed up by an ex­
ecutive order placing all of the members 
of this numerous official class on a classi­
fied service basis the national spoils sys­
tem will receive its death blow. What is 
left of It will not give anything like the 
ramifications of personal interest that 
now exist In national politics. From 
what we know of the trouble these fourth-
class offices cause to congressmen, who 
always nominate the men the president 
appoints, we think that they would gladly 
welcome a change that would relieve 
them of so much work that is without any 
benefit 'to their constituents at large. 

With this sort of patronage, as well as 
other sorts, the practical handicaps quite 
offset the practical benefits to the con­
gressman in the long run. The postmas­
ters , to be sure, form the nuclei of very 
excellent political machines, but opposed 
to them are the machines organized by 
the disappointed candidates, by those who 
are planning to succeed them and by all 
the personal enemies they have in each 
community. In the average village the 
average individual opinion of the con­
gressman is based upon the individual 
opinion of the postmaster. Many a good 
congressman has been refused re-election 
because of some petty and disgusting 
fourth-class postoffice fight. With these 
offices on a permanent tenure basis public 
opinion of a congressman would be crys­
tallized on matters having more bearing 
on his work at Washington than that of 
his attitude anent a village postoffice row. 

The nation would be a great gainer if 
our congressmen and senators could be 
wholly spared the loss of time, distrac­
tion of attention and soreness of spirit 
caused to them by patronage disputes. 
Many congressmen are so absorbed in this 
sort of "statesmanship" that they never 
rise to the plane of an independent study 
of even the great questions that come 
before congress. The result is that legis­
lation is the work of a few leaders who 
may be in error and may not be in touch 
with the people. 

Now that the legislature has reached 
the stage of action in its consideration 
of taxation legislation it will do well to 
remember that there are parts of the tax 
commission's report that can be adopted 
with positive benefit to the state. It will 
be found that the opponents of any tax 
legislation, whatever, at this session of 
the legislature are often really the repre­
sentatives of interests that would prefer 
to continue indefinitely the present sys­
tem of taxation; that is to say, interests 
that under any sort of a system would 
have to bear a heavier burden of taxation 
than at present. 

The brief experience the people of Min­
nesota have had with an elective railway 

' and warehouse commission is not such as 
cause them to oppose attempts to make it 
appointive again. The department con-

DEMOCRATIO POLICY 
Congressman Wheeler's enterprise last 

week in giving the distracted democrats a 
suggestion for a new issue was of the kind 
characteristic of the loquacious Ken-
tuckians. He seems to have put his foot 
into it, however, for while hurling a storm 
of vituperative nouns, adjectives, verbs 
and participles at the administration for 
showing the usual civilities to nations 
with whom we are at peace and upon 
friendly terms, he 'has aroused the ire of 
our citizens of German descent and birth, 
who naturally object to the characteriza­
tion of Prince Henry of Hohenzollern as 
a "little Dutchman" and denouncing the 
government for sLcwintj him any at ten­
tion and reviling American citizens as 
guilty of "disgraceful flunkeylsm" for ap­
proving the course of the government, 
Which is the course t&ken in such cases by 
American administrations from Washing­
ton's to the present time, including the 
democratic administrations. 

Possibly the leaders of the democratic 
party, whoever they may be, will notv 

share the vituperative eaergy of Wheeler, 
for they may reflect that there are some 
Germans in the democratic party. The 
party, however, seems so distracted and 
confused over the subject of issues, that 
it is just stupid erough to back Wheeler. 
What an interesting spectacle will the 
democrats present going into the proxi­
mate congressional elections on Wheeler's 
"anti-fiunkeyism" issue! 

And what an agglomeration of issues 
the democratic organs and orators are 
wrangling over! Here is a group of or­
gans, like the Philadelphia Record, be­
seeching the party to drop all other is­
sues and concentrate all the party energy 
upon a fight for free trade in the most 
positive manner. Another group of dem­
ocrats, represented by Bryan and his Com­
moner, distinctly call for the effectuation 
of the "scuttle" policy as to the Philip­
pines, taking for their motto the incisive 
pronouncement of SeLator Money, of Mis­
sissippi: "Let the, Philippines go to the 
devil and take careof themselves!" Sen­
ator Ben Tillmah, of South Carolina, who 
tries to pose as another Calhoun, but 
makes himself ridiculous by his vulgar, 
buffoonery and slangwhangery, shrieks 
"My sympathies are with the Filipinos!" 
but his scarcely disguised animus is his 
belief tha t his party can successfully 
launch the "anti-imperialist" issue' with 
great success in 1904. Some benighted 
democratic editors, again, are trying to 
revive free silver, but it is generally coni-
ceded that they are meeting with very 
languid support. The corpse is too heavy 
to £>ut in an ere it posture. There is no 
battery strong enough in voltage" to elec­
trify it into a s?mb]ance of life. 

On Saturday there will 'be a big meet­
ing of cemocrats from all portions of the 
country in New York to colebrate the day 
and concurrently discover, if possible. 
"Where they are at ." All the fad issues 
will probably come up. I t would seem 
that there has come a great change over 
the southern democracy on the subject of 
the Philippines. Tillman is butting against 
"a very positive conviction and sentiment 
in his section favorable to dropping the 
policy he advocates. The Atlanta Con­
stitution, discussing the position of the 
"old wool-hat democracy" of the south 
says it knows their views and that "not 
a baker's dozen of them, within our 
knowledge, are opposed to the holding of 
the Philippine archipelago a s the present 
indefeasible property of the United 
States."—"The retention of the Philip­
pines is a fixed fact and the democrats of 
the country who helped to make that fact 
will stand by it ." • The Nashville Ameri­
can takes the same view, saying that" 

"throughout the south, in city, town and 
country, the prevailing and natural, 
though' not universal opinion among the 
people, is that the United State's will not 
andshould not surrender their possession 
and* ownership of the Philippines." The 
Memphis Commercial-Appeal takes the 
same position and adds that Senator Till­
man "technically has no right to speak for 
the party." These newspapers have strong 
backing in the south and there are many 
others who take the same .view. 

T h e J o u r n a l does not think' that 
Wheeler's anti-flunkeyism' issue , "will be 
rapturously indorsed as party policy by 
the assembled democracy on Saturday. 
They will probably pick it up with a pair 
of tongs" and throw it among the' refuse 
in the nearest alley. They will have to 
decide apparently between'the policies of 
free trade and "scuttle." Both are dan­
gerous things for the democracy to 
handle. v 

We were not surprised to find the Lon­
don Times referring to American "cabinet 
ministers," but when that paper's name­
sake in Minneapolis makes a similar 
error we begin to think that we are being 
Anglicized rather than that England is 
being Americanized. 

THE MORRIS COMPROMISE 
It is worth while to consider what 

would be the effect of the Morris 
compromise Cuban measure upon Cuban 
sugar in the English marke t At present 
that great market is the world's best 
sugar market, taking per capita consump­
tion as the criterion England gets a l ­
most if not all her sugar from the con­
tinental beet root sugar factories at about 
$7 per ton less than the price would be in 
a natural market, the $7 being the amount 
of the bounty paid in Germany and other 
countries/ But the English colonies have 
protested, with reason, that England 
should not allow her devotion to the free 
trade policy to enforce the ruin of their 
sugar-making industries. Somewhat tar­
dily the British government has recog­
nized the force of this argument and has 
determined to impose a duty on bounty-
encouraged sugars equivalent to • the 
amount of the bounty. This step will be 
taken if the bounty-giving nations do not 
agree to abolish the bounties. 

If the countervailing duty is imposed 
Cuban sugar, as well as that from the 
British colonies, would have access to the 
English market on a profitable basis. 
But if the Morris compromise should be 
adopted the British might hold that the 
tariff rebate to be given the planters is 
nothing less than a bounty. In that case 
Cuba would be denied free access to the 
English market along with the beet root 
sugar nations. This is merely a sugges­
tion from a lay source, but If may turn 
out that it is well worth taking into ac­
count. 

discusses these subjects, but arrives at 
vei'y lame conclusions, for instead of sug­
gesting positive prescr-iption^for secret 
rebating • land ^rate cutting'Temoval, ic 
states objections to each 'of its own con­
clusions &n& wlndSrfhp with: "Some effec­
tive remedy for tne Intolerable conditions 
which prevail under the law* to-day must 
certainly bo provided.'* Just so, and the 
commission was expected to suggest aome 
effective remedy. It states that the mak­
ing of the, courts tho only(j<safeguard fev 
the interests o,f the public andf'the carriers 
Is inadequate" to correct abif|es^and the 
proposition ofr'the Cullom billfthat a rail-
load which makes a rate adjudged a viola­
tion of the law by the, interstate com­
merce commission be compelled ,to modify 
it, with right of appeal to the courts, is 
treated as inadequate. With respect to 
pooling, the industrial commission would 
seem to adopt the conclusion of many 
ncted jurists that the anti-pooling clause 
of the law of 1887 cannot reasonably be 
construed as prohibiting many of the traf­
fic agreements which have been customary 
between carriers, and that the present 
practice of consolidating lines involves the 
rrocess of stifling competition of all kinds 
in respect to rates or of facilities. When 
the Chllom committee, in" 1886, were pre­
paring the interstate commerce commls-
bion law, they concluded in their report 
that it was wiser to permit pooling agree­
ments than to prohibit them and render 
the enforcement and maintenance of 
agreed rate1? impracticable. But this wise 
counsel was disregarded. Of the four or 
five bills before congress, amendatory of 
the interstate, commerce law, only the El-
kins hill provides for pooling under gov­
ernment supervision. Provision is made 
in all the bills for a judicial review by 
the circuit courts of the orders of the 
commission on rates and ultimate appeal 
by t i e parties to the federal supreme 
court. Either the Elkins or the Corliss 
bill should be enacted to test the efficacy 
of added powers for the interstate com­
merce commission, with and without ac­
cording tho ripht to make pooling con­
tracts n:idcr supervision, to the railway 
companies. 

A SUBSIDY FOR THE STEEL TRDST 
Returning from Europe, where, as the 

autocrat of the world's great Industrial 
organization, he was received with honor 
by monarchs, Charles M. Schwab, after 
saying that he had informed the Eu­
ropeans that they had nofhing to fear 
from American commercial invasion of 
their own territory, went on: 

What we are after is irade in the great 
common field, such as China and the orient 
generally. This we want and are going to 
get. In order that we may do so, however, 
we look to congress to make provision for 
our shipping. We will look after the manu­
facturing. 

This is almost an impudent proposition. 
The steel trust wants congress to protect 
(subsidize) shipping so that the trust can 
conquer the oriental market. All Ameri­
cans will delight in the trade conquests 
abroad of the United States Steel com­
pany, just as they take pleasure in any 
kind of an American victory, but if the 
sentiment of the people of the west is tho 
sentiment of the whole people it will be 
a long time before they will be in favor 
of subsidizing the United States Steel 
company to help it get tnat business. If 
the steel company feels the need of 
American shipping* to assist .it in its de­
signs on the Asian market, let it build its 
own ocean fleets. In an article in the 
curren Cosmopolitan Lewis Nixon admits 
that American ships can now t e operated 
at a profit though not so much of a profit 
as foreign ships. But with some profit, 
is there any reason why the steel colossus, 
intent upon expanding the demand for its 
output, cannot afiord to build ships of, i ts 
own without help from the national treas­
ury? % 

Ft.rce of circumstances is already re­
viving American shipping. When it be-
• ome" necessary to American manufactur­
ing prosperity to have a powerful Ameri­
can merchant marine it will be built with 
great rapidity. That time is a*: hand. Let 
us encourage the tendency with generous 
pay for meil seivice and wit'i favorable 
navigation laws, t u t let us beware of tak­
ing any more money from one citizen's 
pocket to put it in that of another. 

• I H l l l l H T T ! l l H » T W H H r m T ; i i ; a i xxsxxxxxxxnx 

The Nonpareil Man j 
i T f f r i i i T r f i n m j i r r T r T w M * t r T T ' " ' * T l * I ' ' , ' * l | r c , , r * 

Casua l ly Obse rved . 
The Nebraska State Journal poet, who used 

to locate Minnesota on the shores of Hudson 
•hay and complain of ten 'months' winter, has 
experienced a change of heart. He says: 

After all, Minnesota is a pretty good state. 
The farmers of Rock county have on deposit 
almost a million dollars, and the entire popu­
lation of the county is less than ten thousand. 

There is nothing that warms up a climate 
like $10,000,000 in the bank. 

The bluebird and robin eleven in Missouri 
carried the spring up the line yesterday for 
200 miles. 

The governor of Georgia has thirty colonels 
on his staff, and the thirst they carry around 
to county fairs and expositions is said to be 
something almost abnormal. 

The British-Japanese agreement, to be guar­
anteed bullet-proof, ought to have taken in 
Russia and China. 

New York has banished the "Standing Room 
Only" signs in the theaters, and no more 
people are allowed in the .playhouses than the 
seats will hold. This is not yet true* of the 
street cars. 

Santos-Duniont's airship broke down and 
he fell into the Mediterranean. It was 
much softer spot to fall on than Italy would 
have been. 

The Japan cirrijS^.is.turning towards Alas­
ka, and the winters from Nome to Juneau are 
becoming much warmer. No objection will 
be offered to this by the people who are try­
ing to wear out a winter up there. 

1 $*?k "'.*<M-
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RATE-MAKING AND POOLS 
Judge Knapp, chairman of the inter­

state commerce commission, discusses, in 
the current issue of the Annals of the 
American Academy of Political and So­
cial Science", the subject of government 
ownership of railways as the ultimate sub­
stitute for the present tentative measures 
of government supervision and control of 
the rate-making power. He admits that 
it is somewhat inconsonant with the spirit 
oi American institutions for the govern­
ment to undertake the ownership and 
management of the railroads of the coun­
try, but, while it is a gigantic task, past 
facts accomplished justify the1 belief that 
even in this field the United States is 
equal to the work, and, even if it would, 
through a million employes, clothe the 
government with a large accession of po­
litical power, perhaps partizan, yet the 
influence could be no worse than Ihat ex­
erted by the railways, politically, under 
the existing conditions. The judge lays 
most stress upon the prompt removal of 
the evils of secret rebates and rate-cutting 
generally, but he does not think that the 
view that government ownership would 
secure lower rates of transportation than 
at present is jutifiable; it is at least 
doubtful. He thinks the country will, in 
the event of failure of all measures look­
ing to regulation to cure abuses and 
chronic evils, conclude to resort to public 
ownership as the, ultimate remedy. 
. Government ownership is a term having 

an imposing sound, and i t is not impos­
sible that some time, not near at nana, 
ceitainly, the gigantic task may be un­
dertaken through the increasing power of 
publi? sentiment. There is no doubt that 
government regulation will be tried in 
every form before there is resort to the 
proposed ultimate remedy. The Industrial 
commission, whose report in respect to 
rate-making supervision or control and 
railway pools has been published in fall. 

Some Old Gems Recu t . . 
There is a story told of an Irishman who 

was arrested for throwing a piece of coal at 
a friend and breaking his jaw. When the 
case came up in court the prisoner admitted 
his guilt. 

"You admit, then," said the judge, "that 
you threw the piece of coal that broke the 
man's jaw." 

"Yis, sir, yer honor," was the reply; "but" 
—in an excusatory tone—"it war soft coal.-' 

It was the same party__who had another 
fellow countryman down and was hammer­
ing him with his fists. The unfortunate party 
of the second part was vigorously crying out 
"Enough! Enough!" 

A sport who was passing grabbed the vic­
tor by the shoulder and said roughly: 

"What do you mean by pounding him when 
he hollers 'enough'?" 

"He's such a dom liar, I donno when he's 
telling the trut'." 

T h e SamiiRou-Schley C o n t r o v e r s y . 
Washington, Feb. 17.—There would be no 

excuse for reviving this thread-bare subject 
had not several facts come out which, of 
course, have been promptly denied. The story 
of the Sampson Agonistes club is tht>t when 
the admiral on that fateful day in 1898 txuk 
the flagship New York to go to Siboney, 
Commodore Scley, who was left in com­
mand, had the ship's band play "I Don't Care 
If You Never Come Back." The claim is also 
made that when Sampson had disappeared 
up the coast, Schley lured the wrathful 
Spaniards out by wigwagging at them with 
his fingers, with his thumb applied to his 
nose, the message, "Darsent come out and get 
licked while the boss is away," which so ex­
cited Cervera that he came out—with what 
result we now know. 

Admiral Schley's friends also deny that 
when some unknown admirer presented that 
old sea dog with a grand piano he ordered 
it at once taken up in front of the navy de­
partment building and when he saw Secre­
tary Long looking out of the window he had 
the piano unshipped and proceeded to play 
ragtime on it in front of the department for 
an hour or so, much to the wrath of the naval 
cabal, which was beard to clique several 
times during tbo entertainment. This story 
was not carr'ed by the Arsociated Press and 
is doubtless a pure fabrication. 

President Roosevelt now has all these mat­
ters under consideration and people who are 
close to him are giving out the tip that his 
finding regarding the battle of Santiago will 
be along the line that the Spaniards suffered 
a serious setback on the day in question and 
that the country is satisfied to let it go at 
that. This eminently statesmanlike decision 
would be received with general satisfaction. 

—A. J. Russell. 

EVERYBODY IS SADDENED 
Kansas City Star. 

Whilo the Younger brothers cannot fail to 
be saddened more or less by the exile which 
they are suffering in Minnesota, it ought to be 
some source of cheer to them to know that 
Missouri is yearning for them and that Min­
nesota declines to give them up. The compli­
ment implied in this situation is sufficiently 
obvious to lend a solace even to banishment. 
Many a jibe and ribald jest has been launched 
at Missouri by the newspapers of Minnesota 
regarding the tender anxiety cherished by the 
people of this state for the Northfield robbera, 
But it was not until the Younsers were re­
leased from the penitentiary at Stillwater 
thai they tasted the full intoxication of hero 
worship. They had never known anything 
like it in Cracker Neck or throughout all of 
the region of Clay and Jackson counties. 
With the freedom of the Younsers the idol­
atry of their Minnesota worshipers has grown 
apace. It is at once the pride and the bane 
of the former brigands. They are not insen­
sible to adulation, but they yearn for the 
haunts of their more youthful yearB. To them 
the waters of the Blue and of the "Big Mud­
dy" are better than all of the waters of the 
Mississippi and the St. Croix. But exile, alas, 
must be the lot of the Youngers. They are 
the victims of their own fascinations. Mis­
souri would gladly receive them to its arms, 
but they are detained in Minnesota by a love 
that is stronger than any they were able to 
inspire in the state of their nativity. 

MINNESOTA POLITICS 

The McGowau" bill repealing the railroad 
and warehouse commission act lo*»ks like an­
other democratic attempt to- put '.he repub­
lican majority in the hole. 

A number of republican members are 
pledged to support just such a measure, com­
ing from republican sources. Republican 
members in both houses had drawn bills re­
storing the old appointive commission* and 
lepealing the present act. A strict construc­
tion of the new rules shuts out such a bill, 
and it was being held back to await a fa-* 
vorablc opportunity. 

Now the. measure comes forward from a 
democratic source. It can hardly be given 
aid or comfort from republicans, and will 
be buried, no doubt, in the senate, steering 
committee. It will put the majority in a 
difficult position, however. 

One way in which ttie republican members 
are likely to checkmate the move is to intro­
duce a bill in the house. It will abolish the 
commission of three and create one appoin­
tive commissioner, to have sole responsibil­
ity. This idea is muih favored by those 
who are tired of the inaction which insults 
from a commission of Hhree men with as 
many minds. 

The present is not the proper time for such 
a bill, and it may not even make its appear­
ance at this session. The ta.\ bill has the 
call, then the constitutional amendments and 
convention. When"those are dispoted of, tno 
budy is likely to adjourn in a jifty, cutting 
on belatea bills without number. 

Senator Slvright denies any ambition to be 
lieutenant governor. Never mind, there arc 
plenty of willing hs>nds. 

—Charles B. Cheney. 

. AMUSEMENTS 
. F o y e r Chat . 

The largest Sunday night audience that has 
ever gathered within the walls of the Metro­
politan greeted "The Strollers" last night, 
and to say that it was pleased is drawing it 
mildly, as there was one continuous roar of 
merriment during the evening. Pretty girls, 
brilliant costuming, spontaneous humor and 
lapidity of action go to make up an ensemble 
that is a constant delight to the eye and ear 
A review of the production will be printed in 
this column to-morrow. 

The sale of seats for "The Girl from Max­
im's" opened with a rush at the Metropoli­
tan this morning, and the indications point to 
a very successful engagement for this farce, 
which made quite a hit here last season. 

"Naughty Anthony," >a farce of the excru­
ciating variety, from the pen of David Be-
lasco, wall be the attraction at the Metro­
politan for four nights and a matinee, begin­
ning next Sunday. 

The Bijou's offering for next week is the 
famous Orpheum show, one of the strongest 
•\audeville aggregations now touring. Equili­
brists supreme are the Agios Trio. To a 
great extent the .feats of this talented trio 
are equilibristic, but many onther remark­
able feats are performed by this wonderful 
trio. Among other (features are Mclntyre and 
Heath in "The Man from Montana," Eliza­
beth Murray, the gifted entertainer, in eongs 
and stories; W. C. Fields, the eccentric; 
that thrilling novelty, the "Union Gatliug 
•Guards"; George Macomber and Nan Engle-
ton, the travesty stars; the "Serenaders," an 
operatic novelty, and Joe Welch in "A Study 
from Life." 

"Yon Yonson," which opened at the Bijou 
jesterday to large houses, seems to have lost 
none of its olcf-time populaiity. The present 
production will be reviewed tn this column 
to-morrow. 

OTHER PEOPLE'S «NOTIONS 

I r e l a n d Not Loya l . 
To the Editor of The Journal: 

In your issue of yesterday, under the cap­
tion of "Ireland Is Loyal," a "maufacturer 
of Belfast" manufactures some remarkable 
statements for American consumption. 

When this Mr. Hazeley of Belfast says, 
"Leave the politicians out of the question, 
and you will find that all Ireland believes 
this war in South Africa to be a just one," 
it is the same as if a socialist should say, 
"Leave the democrats, republicans, populists 
and prohibitionists out of the question and 
you will find that all America believes- in 
socialism." 

For when twenty is greater than one hun­
dred, and a part is greater than the whole, 
then can this Belfast manufacturer claim loy­
alty in Ireland for England's unjust, atrocious 
and cowardly war against the two little South 
African republics; for every man of the 
eighty Iriush home rule members of parlia­
ment have protested emphatically and con­
tinually against the bandit war waged by 
England for the Rhodes-Chamberlain-Hebrew 
confederates. And, indeed, had any one of 
the Irish representatives failed so to protest, 
he would lose his seat on this very issue on 
the first opportunity, and it is a gross and 
shameful libel for this "Belfast manufac­
turer" to have the presumption to speak for 
Irishmen (or Englishmen, either) on the moot 
question of this South African infamy and 
outrage. 

Outside England, North Britain, West 
Britain, Canadian Britain and Australian 
Biitain—in short, outside the malign influ­
ence of this despicable empire, with its de­
graded ignorance, its wife-beating mob, its 
bestial drunkenness and besotted brutality, 
there is not a man, woman or child to be 
found who does not hold it, in its brutal 
fight against women and babes, in the utmost 
detestation, and there is not in the universe 
to-day a nation more thoroughly despised and 
detested than this same blustering, bullying 
and browbeating British empire. 

—An English-Born American. 

E d i t o r i a l D i sp leased Her . 
To the Editor of The Journal: 

Allow me to quote from an editorial in Fri­
day's J o u r n a l : "The present agitation 
over the vaccination question is merely an 
eruption of an incredulity that is always en­
tertained toy the minority of persons in regard 
to every theory accepted by the majority." 
This doubtless sounds very familiar to the 
old anti-slavery agitators, who, a half cen­
tury or so ago, were in an apparently more 
hopeless minority than are the antl-vaccina-
tionists of to-day. Yet, behold what a great 
matter their little fire kindled! To be taunted 
with being in the minority has no sting when 
we remember that heroic struggle for the 
light, which so mightily prevailed. "Anti-
vaccinationists" does not seem to me to be 
quite the proper term to apply to those who 
venture to oppose Health Commissioner Hall's 
wholesale vaccinations. There is, so far as 
I know, no opposition to the vaccination of 
those persons who believes in its efficacy as 
a means of preventing smallpox. The oppo­
sition is against the compulsory vaccination 
of those who feel that the remedy forced 
upon them is worse than the disease. There 
have been several deaths in the city of late 
resulting from vaccination—from injecting 
into the human system the poisoned pus from 
a diseased cow. But we say, let those who 
prefer to take their chances to "life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness" as a result of 
that process, each enjoy himself in his own 
way. All that we ask is the same privilege. 
"To be or not to be" vaccinated "is the ques­
tion," which we claim every Individual has 
the right to decide for himself. Compulsory 
vaccination is a blow to the rights of the 
Individual, and it is that which we oppose. 
Dr. Hall may be loaded to .the lips 
with statistics which he claims prove tho 
efficacy of vaccination; but if space could 
be had in the public press for the purpose, 
the antis haye Just as many to prove the con­
trary. ' —L. J. Stephens. 

A DEADLOCKED LEGISLATURE 
Nebraska State Journal. 

The governor of Colorado called an extra 
session of the legislature this winter for the 
express purpose of delivering a blqw under 
the belt to the corporations. An advance 
guard of noisy agitators were at the capitoi 
when the session began, with most drastic 
bills for introduction. But as time passes 
the corporations are getting in their work 
and the probabilities of doing anything in the 
lino marked out are rapidly disappearing. 

The legislature is in deadlock and the ses­
sion will, it is expected, last its full time 
limit of three months, and adjourn finally in 
a state of disorganization. The expenses of 
the session will, it is said, eat up a sum 
equal to the entire taxes paid in a year into 
the coffers of the state by the corporations. 

At the Curtain's Fall xf 

By Homer. Lynde 
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"Anything on for to-night, Stanley?"' 
"Not that I know of Birch," answered Har­

vey Stanley, looking up from his sample 
cases. He represented Bemis & Co. in the 
southeastern territory. "Just got in last 
night and haven't had time to see anybody 
yet." 

"Well," exclaimed Birch, lighting a fresh 
cigar. "I'd like your help, then, for a few 
hours. There's a gang in from the west, 
fresh from a^ineeting of the Implement Deal­
ers' association, and we've got' to entertain 
them to-night. I've orders to do the thing up 
right; no limit on the expense account." 

"Sure," mumbled Stanley without removing 
his blue pencil from his mouth. "Meet you 
at the Palace hotel at dinner. What show? ' 

"The Alcazar. Prettiest bunch of chorus 
girls in town, and, if the men want it, we'll 
get a few of them for the supper after­
ward " 

"AH right,'' replied Stanley absently, cheek­
ing up his order list. 

The overture was on when Harvey Stanley 
stood in the rear of a box gazing past tho 
guests of Bemis & Co. at the brilliant house. 
A popular musical comedy with a star of 
national reputation had called out a repre­
sentative house—women in silks, laces.jewels, 
and flowers and men in the smartest of eve­
ning suits. It was a goodly world, and 
Stanley was glad to be in it once more. The 

"OH, DEAREST, IT HAS BEEN SO HARD," 
SHE MURMURED, HER SMALL HAND 
GRIPPING HIS SLEEVE. 

dull, small town life in which he had moved 
for three months, the piimiuve country inns, 
the vapid crossioads conversation—all these 
faded like an ugly dream. He was in his 
element once more, and he glanced, with a 
sense of pity, at the western merchants who 
made up their party. They wore the rough 
business suits m which they had traveled. 
That was one reason why Stanley stood well 
in the background. He was in evening diess 
and the contrast— 

The curtain rose to a blare of music, and 
thirty comely young women pirouetted 
through the opening numbei. Music, jokes, 
the fluttei of draperies, the twinkle of high 
heels, and the curtain was down on the first 
act. 

As the applause died away one of the west­
ern men said to Birch-

"Where do these managers get all the 
pretty girls?" 

"From eveiy part of the union. It's funny, 
but precious few of them are city girls. They 
drift into town, sometimes deliberately look­
ing for stage work, but oftener with higher 
Ideals, and they are forced to it for bread 
and butter. There's many a little tragedy 
in their lives, too Sometimes they follow 
city fellows whom they've met in their home 
town and who have filled their silly brains 
with nonsense about city life. And instead 
of love's paradise they find—hell." 

Again the curtain rose and the pageant 
moved before their eyes. Suddenly Birch 
whistled softly and touched Stanley's arm. 

"Lean forward a bit, Stanley, and catch a 
glimpse of that little girl on the end of the 
second row. Isn't she a peach? Look at those 
velvet eyes and those shoulders. Heavens, 

it's a shame to smear a face like that with 
makeup. She's new at the business, too, for 
she's watching her neighbors and-the leader 
and has no time for chappies. But she'll 
get over that in time." 

The comedian danced out in front of the 
girls. A ripple of laughter drowned Birch's 
next words, and he did not turn to hear 
Stanley's answer.. 

The latter had taken one long look, at the 
girl and then had sunk back in his chair. He 
was not looking at the stage now. Instead 
he was standing in an old orchard, all 
gnarled trees and fluttering pink white petals. 
And it was quiet, so quiet that he could hear 
the happy sigh the girl gave as their lip3 
parted, could feel the pulse in the slender 
arm clasped about his neck. And the love-
light in her velvet eyes! The petals falling 
tenderly on her soft brown hair! 

He had meant to go back, but the firm had 
changed his route. He had written to h«r, 
was it twice or three times? And that last 
letter of hers? A hot flush swept over him. 
He "had .never opened it because—well, what 
was the use? He was never going back to 
Leydenville. 

Lightly tripping, gaily skipping. 
The line of girls swung perilously near the 

box, but she of the velvet eyes was watching 
a blondined youns woman "directly in front 
of her. Oh, if she slipped on that square 
turn. 

And in the back of the box a white-faced 
young man seemed to hear over and over 
again: 

"And instead of love's paradise they find-
bell " 

The curtain fell for the last time. The or­
chestra burst into an inspiring march. Birch 
was chatting jovially with his firm's guests. 

' The manager of the house is a personal 
friend of mine, and I've asked him to bring 
half a dozen cf the sirls over to supper. 
You'll find th^m rather a jolly lot." 

The westerners accepted the suggestion with 
good-natured raillery. It would be something 
to tell with gusto when they reached home, 
this sunper with a group of pretty singers. 
On? man jerked on his loafwith the remark: 

"You're s\\ ri^ht. Birch, but don't leave out 
that little peach on the end of the second row. 
Sh^'s got the eves all right." 

Stanley started as if stung. He gripped the 
back of a cUair and spoke to Birch harshly: 

"If it's just the same. Birch, let me off the 
res: of the evening. I'm a bit done up. Per­
haps it's grip, but I think I'd better get 
around to the rooms " 

He took hasty leave of the box partv and 
hurried out Into the cold night air. Body and 
brain seemed on firs Aiound the corner he 
dashed pnd straight up to the stage entrance. 
A doorkeeper held him back. Stanley thrust 
a bill into the man's hand. 

"I must see Miss Alden " She probably 
had not thought to take a stage name, he de­
cided hastily and correctly. "She's a cousin 
of mine, and I've a message of importance. 
She must not leave the theater without my 
seeing her." 

He stood In the shadows cf the wings. 
Birch's r-vnical words and the westerner's 
light iest intermingling in his tired brain. 

Piesently tbe chorus girls trooped from 
their bie- dressing-room. She was almost the 
last to leave and she sprang aside nervously, 
as he rested his nand on her aim. 

' Marian, don't vou remember me?" 
"Harvey! Harvey'" 
Oh, the joy and back of it the pathos!. The 

doorkeeper heard it and smiled grimly. He 
knew the excuse had been a "lie all the while, 
but then he had the tip. 

They were on the street now, a nice, dark, 
dismal stie<u 

"Oh. Harvey, whv didn't you answer my 
letter?" 

"I never got it." He lied deliberately. He 
wci'ld perjuie his -very soul now to make her 
hdpp>, to undo the wrong he had done her. 
And how great that wrong had been! Through 
what had she passed in the last six months! 
He was afraid to learn. 

"Oh. dearest it has been so hard," she 
murmured, her small hind gripping his sleeve. 
"But evf>ry one ŝ aid it was the only thing I 
could do. Thev can always make room for 
pretty girls in the chorus, you know. But if 
I had known, if I could only tell you what 
it has been " 

He stopped short and took her hands almost 
rouahly. 

"Don't sav another word. I never want to 
hear about it. It does not matter, now that 
I—have—found you To-morrow >ou will 
leave them—do you understand, to-morrow — 
contract or no contract. We will be married. 
It's going to be love's paradise, after all." 

"Love's paradise!" she murmured question-
ingly. But he did not answer, only held her 
closer to him as they walked farther and far­
ther away from the ?leam of the street lights, 
the glitter of the restaurants and the shouts 
of the cabbies. 

aily New York Letter 

More T h a n EnoBgh . 
,.' Smart Set. 

The Poet—Is there a poets' clut> In New 
York? 

The Critic—Plenty of them. Nearly every 
X editor keeps one. 

G e r m a n Uniform* Hot W e l c o m e . 
Fob. 17.—Trouble between members of the 

crew of the imperial German yacht Hohen­
zollern and members of the United Alsatian 
Society was narrowly averted last night. 
During their wandering about fifteen of the 
sailors went into Terrace Garden, where the 
sons of the conquered French province were 
holding a ball. The Germans, probably think­
ing they were about to encounter fellow coun­
trymen, walked in without ceremony. 

The Alsatians, incensed at the sight of the 
uniforms, ordered the bluejackets, out. The 
sailors retorted that they wouldn't get out. 

Prospects for a fight were excellent when 
the big German doorkeeper pushed in between 
the mere* threatening of the wranglers and 
tried to make pence. He told the tars they 
were not wanted there and that he thought 
they ought to leave. They did not look at it 
that way, but when he declared he woura 
have them put out by the police the intruders 
thought better and went. 

Bi l l A n t h o n y ' s Mother . 
Just four years ago Saturday, her son re­

ported to Captain Sigsbee with such soldierly 
calm and disciplined terseness that he struck 
his name into history's tablets, that the Maine 
had been blown up and was sinking. To-day 
Mrs Susan Anthony, mother of Corporal 
"Bill" Anthony, reduced to the last extremes 
of poverty, bent and gray with her 72 years, 
will start from her home in Hoboken in 
search of work as an upholstress. 

" S h o r t C l r c u i t i n a t h e Nerves . " 
Dr. C. C. Carroll of the county medical so­

ciety has discovered a method of preventing 
bodily sensations of pain from reaching the 
brain, thus doing away with the necessity of 
anaesthetics in surgery. The plan might be 
called "short-circuiting" the nerves. 

The discovery of the wave theory of electric 
transmission permitted the discovery of the 
possibility of short-circuiting a nerve. Dr. 
Carroll found that the rate of oscillations 
along a nerve is 300.000 per second approxi­
mately. Marconi has found that wireless te­
legraphy requires 800,000 oscillations per sec­
ond. ' 

"After I had computed the number of wave 
oscillations per second," said Dr. Carroll, "it 
became necessary to obtain an electric oscil­
lator having the same wave capacity as the 
nerves. I had Mr. Tesla build me an electric 
oarlllator capable of 300,000 oscillations.' 

"A practical anplication of the theory of 
short-circuiting a nerve popularly compre­
hensible would be for the reader to imagine 
a glass electrode, V-shaped to fit under the 
chin, with the ends pressing against the skin 
just back of the ears. No incision is neces­
sary to form the connection between the 
electrode and the ganglia. 

"Connection is also made with the patient's 
hand and feet. The oscillator is then set in 
motion, the nerve action is short-circuited, 
because the oscillations of the electric cur­
rent are the same as those iof the nerve cur­
rent, and all the sensation is cut off from the 
brain." 

Choi r Boys on S t r i ke . 
Forty boys, members of the choir of St. 

Clement's M E. church, Pennsylvania and 

building where it was decided to refuse to 
go on with their rehearsal. Five more of the 
members were waylaid and brought into the 
lot where committees were appointed to see 
the test of the membership and make the 
strike complete. 

While the conference was ; under way 
Choirmaster Turnbull proceeded with the 
rehearsal of the leading soloist, Charles 
Kehlert. The boys, hearing the singing, be­
gan pelting the building with stones and tin 
cans, raising a great hubbub. On complaint 
of one of the members of the church the re­
serves of the Libeity avenue police station 
were called out and on their arrival tbe 
boys dispersed to their homes. 

At the morning services the singing was 
done by a quartet of men. During the sing­
ing the boys, many of whom were in the 
congregation, began whistling and making cut 
calls to the disturbance of the congregation. 

In the afternoon a conference of the stri­
kers was held and a committee was ap­
pointed to wait upon the rector and place 
the grievances of the boys before him. The 
chairman of the committee is Kirk Mooi •>. 
The boys mean to demand the resignation of 
Choirmaster Turnbull. 

Rev. Dr. Moore said that the strike would 
probably be settled without Mr. Turnbull 10-
s:gmng. ' 

Spo i l ing a W a r Ship. 
The United States cruiser Columbia, now 

stationed as a teteiving ship in the Brooklyn 
navy yard, is in danger, it has been discov­
ered, of being damaged by electrolysis, in­
asmuch as t lies in the path of a*strong 
ebictric cuireut from the system of the 
Brooklyn Rapid Transit company. Either 
something must'be done to divert the course 
ol the curr-nt or else the ship must be 
moved. 

W a g e s F a l l OCT. 
From statistics just Issued by the census 

bureau it appears that workmen employed 
ty the Brooklyn manufacturing establish­
ments are earning less per man than they 
were ten years ago, and, as every one 
knows, the ccst of living is higher. In 1900 
there were 100,881 workmen in the Brooklyn 
manufactories, who earned $51,107,604, an av-
eiage of $506.61 each a year. In 1890 there 
were 84,204 men, who earned $51,017,360, an 
a\erage of $553.24 each year. This Is not a 
very buoyant statement. Brooklyn has gained 
130 new manufacturing establishments in ten 
years, and has increased over 67 per cent in 
manufacturing capital. 

Some F i n e Co l l ec t ions . 
The annual .report of the American Musem 

of National History gives account of the ac­
quisitions to the museum during the past year 
and of the various scientific expeditions that 
were maintained. The Morgan gem collec­
tion, the Bement mineral collection and a col­
lection of £00 coins from ihe Philadelphia 
mint, all the gift of J. Pierpont Morgan; the 
Briggs collection of Indian basketry, pur­
chased by George Foster Peabody: a.collec­
tion of Aino objects, presented' by A. C. 
James, a large' collection of shells, donated by 
Frederick A. Constable: additions tc the Hoff­
man collection of butterflies, by Dean Hoff­
man, and the gift of the Senett collection of 

Liberty avenues, Brooklyn, went on strike J g.ooo birds—these were the more notable ac-
yesterday, refusing to take part in the serv- quisitions. Morris K. Jesup, B. T. Hyde, F. 
ices. The boys were led by Kirke Moore, the R. Hyde, J. F. Loubat and William C. Whit-
12-year-old son of the rector. Rev. Dr. Frank- m , y deirayed the cost of several valuable 
lin* Moore. The boys allege that a system scientific expeditions, 
of. fines imposed by the choir leader, William 
E. Turnbull, has made It necessary for them 
to pay the church for the privilege of being 
choir boys, Instead of being paid by the 
church for their services. 

Saturday night fifteen of the boys met at 
the church door at the hour for rehearsal. 

| They adjourned to a-lot In the rear of the 

MY CROWX 
My crown is in my heart, not on my head; 
Not deck'd with diamonds, and Indian stones; 
Not to be seen; my c/own is called Content; 
A crown it is that seldom kings enjoy. 

—Shaksper* 
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