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THE WORK OF THE MINNESOTA7 EDITORIAL ASSOCIATION 1 Briefly Epitomized From Its Or-

ganization in 1867 to 1901. 

* 

T the request of the executive com
mittee a history of the Editorial 
association was prepared in 1896 

' by H. P. Hall. It makes a hook 
of over 200 pages and gave quite in 

detail the work of the.association from 1867 
to 1896. A email number of copies still re
main in the hands of the treasurer, which can 
be obtained from him by those desiring it, 
but as the edition will soon be exhausted 
It has been thought best to give fairly lib
eral extracts from a portion of the history 
BO that the present members may be fully 
advised of what has been accomplished. 

A brief appendix has also been made of 
the work of the association since 1896, bring
ing it down to 1901. Below will be found the 
extract* referred to: 

The Beginning—1867 

It i s a fa ir presumption that the 
original mee t ing of the Minnesota Editors 
and Publishers' assoc iat ion was due to a 
formal cal l i s sued for that purpose, 
though n o record /o f the fact i s extant. 
At least three persons ( the writer being 
on©) are l iv ing who participated in that 
call , but none of t h e m h a s a copy to re
call i t s . terms. As a foundation for the 
centuries t o come, i t i s therefore recorded 
by your h i s tor ian that , in the winter of 
1867, t h e publishers of the St. Paul papers 
united in invi t ing the ir brethren of the 
Btate press to assemble in St. Paul on 
Feb . 20, to consider the best methods of 
advancing the welfare of the fraternity. 
Th i s wi l l therefore he taken a s the chap
ter of Genesis for this associat ion, and as 
no one ever preceded Genesis , the s t a t e 
ments cannot be contradicted? Hence the 
editors , l ike the clergy, had "a cal l ," and 
th ir ty - s ix men from twenty-one towns, 
representing thirty-one papers, responded 
a s fo l lows: 

THE OFFICIAL. LIST. 
Albert Lea Standard—D. G. Parker. 
Anoka Union—H. A. Castle, G. S. Pease. 
Anoka Farmer—J. M. Knight. 
Austin Register—C. H. Davidson. 
Blue Earth City Southwest—Carr Hunting

ton. 
Chaska Herald—F. E. DU Tolt. 
Faribault Republican—A. W. McKinstry. 
Hastings Gazette—Irving Todd 
Hastings Union—Alex Johrstou. 
Lake City Leader—\V. J. McMaster. 
Minneapolis Chronicle—R. H. Cpnwell, S. P. 

Plummer, F. L. % Smith. 
New Ulm Pott—L. Naegle. 
Northfleld Recorder—H. A Kimball. 
Owatonna Journal—C. L. Tappan, C. P. 

Hatheway. 
Prescott Journal—Lute A Taylor. 
Rochester Post—J. A. Leonard. 
Rochester* Federal Union—H S. Knapp. 
Shakopee Argus—Henry Hines. 
St. Paul Pioneer—C. W. Nash. 
St. Paul PresE—Fred. Driscoll. 
St. Paul Commercial—David Ramaley, H. P. 

Hall. 
St. Paul N. W. Chronicle—John C. Dever-

eaux. 
St. Paul Volksblattr-C. H. Llenau 
S t Paul Minnesotlan—Dr. Thomas Foster. 
St. Peter Tribune—M. Williams. 
St. Cloud Journal—W. B. Mitchell. 
S t Cloud Times—A. J. Reed. 
Stillwater Messenger—A. J Van Vorhes. 

' Taylors Falls Journal—E. H. Polsom. 
Wabasha Herald—H. W. Rose. 
Winona Republican—Daniel Sinclair. 

The above l i s t includes one Wisconsin 
paper, that of Lute Taylor of Prescott , 
but Lute w a s such a genial and welcome 
vis i tor that Minnesota adopted him, and 
while he l ived he was general ly attendant 
upon the meet ings , paid h i s dues (though 
he was e lected an honorary member) , and 
added greatly to the life of t h e gather
ings . 

To begin at t h e absolute beginning, i t 
should be stated* that twenty- l ive of the 
editors m e t in the hall of the Minnehaha 
engine-house , on t h e corner of Jackson 
and Fourth s treets , St. Paul, on the 
evening of Feb. 19, 1867, for the purpose 
of get t ing acquainted and ta lk ing over, 
in an Informal way, the objects of the a s 
sociat ion, which was due to be organized 
the next day. In order to save t ime, a 
committee was appointed at th is informal 
meeting, of which J. A. Leonard of the 
Rochester Post w a s chairman, to ascerta in 
what leg is lat ion had taken place during 
the present leg is lat ive sess ion affecting 
t h e in teres t s of publishers. 

The actual first m e e t i n g was called to 
order at 10 a. m., Feb . 20, by F. Driscoll 
of the fit, Paul Press , who nominated H. 
W. Rose of the Wabasha Herald for t em
porary chairman, whose motion 
unanimously prevailed. 

J A Leonard of the Rochester Post 
nominated W. B. Mitchell of the St. Cloud 
Journal for temporary secretary, and he 
was duly chosen. 

The first motion recorded after the t e m 
porary organization was made by Irving 
Todd of the Hast ings Gazette, providing 
for a committee of three to report 
a permanent organization. Messrs . Todd, 
the late Martin Wll l i lams of the St. 
Peter Tribune, and the late A. J. Van 
Vorhes of the Sti l lwater Messenger, 
were duly appointed as the committee . 

In a short t ime Mr. Todd submitted the 
following for the permanent organization. 

President, D. Sinclair, Winona Repub
lican. ,_ __ 

Vice President—H. W. Rose, Wabasha Her
ald. ._ 

Secretary—W. B. MitchA, S t Cloud Jour
nal. 

The report w a s adopted, and Mr. Sin
clair took the chair, presiding > the re 
mainder of the t ime. 

The organization began to take further 
permanent form by a motion of A." J. Reed 
of the St. Cloud /Times, for a commit tee 
of three to report a plan for permanent 
organization. Messrs . Reed, (D. G. Parker 
of the Albert Lea Standard, and L. P. 
Plummier of t h e Minneapolis Chronicle 
were appointed the committee . 

At the afternoon sess ion Mr. Reed sub
mit ted the fol lowing report: 

Resolved. That the association shall be 
known as the Minnesota State Editors and 
Publishers' Association, and that its officers 
shall consist of a president, three vice presi
dents, two secretaries, one treasurer, and an 
executive committee of three members, who 
shall hold their offices for one year, or until 
their successors are elected. 

Resolved, That this association shall hold 
• its annual meeting on the third Tuesday of 

January at S t Paul, or such other place as 
the executive committee may designate, at 
which time the annual election shall take 
place. 

These resolut ions were adopted, and the 
assoc iat ion w a s bora. 

On t h e second day Mr. Driscol l offered 
the fol lowing resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That for the purpose of defray
ing the expenses of printing a record of the 
proceedings in pamphlet form, together with 
other incidental expenses, an annual fee of 
two dollars shall be assessed upon each 
newspaper connected with the association; 
and that the corresponding secretary be in
structed to mail an attested copy of this 
resolution to absent members of the asso
ciation. 

These resolutions show tha t i t w a s the 
des ign t o have no exc lus lvenes s in the 
organization, and it w a s in accordance 
w i t h this spirit of l iberal i ty that the fol
lowing record was made in the proceed
ings subsequent to the adoption of Mr. 
Driscol l ' s resolution: 

H. P. Hall presented the following list of 
papers not represented in the convention, and 
moved that they be admitted as members of 
the association on the same terms as those 
represented, which motion was adopted: 

Red Wing Argus, Goodhue County Republi
can, Winona Democrat, Preston Republican, 
Chatfleld Democrat, Mankato Union, St. Peter 
Advertiser, State Atlas, Sauk Valley News, 
Rochester Republican, Mantorville Express, 
Brownsville Free Press, Houston County Jour
nal, Wilton News, Free Homestead, Mankato 
Record, Glencoe Register, Owatonna Vidette, 
Carver Independent, Montlcello Statesman, 
Rushford Gazette and Staats Zeitung. 

T h e F i r s t B a n q u e t . 

The first banquet ever g iven the a s s o 
c iat ion was tendered by the cit izens of 
St. Paul , a t t h e Merchants Hotel , on t h e 
even ing of Feb. 20, 1867. Fredrick Dr i s 
coll of the St. Paul Press presided. 

The hour when the banquet began w a s 
11 p. m., the editors having enjoyed the 

, earl ier hours in attending a full-fledged 
circus, which was then conducting a r e g -

t u lar winter season in the city. 
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W h e n t h e feast had been discussed, t h i s 
w a s the first s en t iment proposed: 

"L'Etoi le du Dord—Thc Star wfolch 
never S e t s and never Pa le s ." 

The l a t e Gen. H. H . Sibley, the first 
governor of t h e s ta t e , responded in a 
graceful manner, g iv ing t h e edi tors great 
credit for t h e bril l iancy of the star. 

"The P r e s s of t h e S ta te ," w a s re 
sponded t o by t h e la te General W. R. 
Marshall , who w a s then t h e ohief execu
t ive of the state . This w a s not only 
especia l ly appropriate because he was the 
governor, but because fas had founded the 
St. Paul Pres s in 1861. It hardly needs 
t o be added that in h is remarks he g a v e 
due recognit ion t o "the power of the 
press ." 

"The Legis lature of Minnesota," called 
forth an eloquent and wi t ty response from 
the la te Judge A. K. Maynard, member of 
the house from Le Sueur. 

R. H. Conwell of t h e Minneapolis 
Chronicle proposed this toast , and cal led 
upon J. A. Wheelock, . editor of t h e St. 
Paul Press , to respond: 

"The Press of the Capital City. May its 
enterprise, zeal and hospitality be amply re
warded by a riS3 in the rate of advertising, 

f ittingly handled by C. H.~Lienau of t h e 
St. Paul Volkseei tung. 

A toas t to "The Merchants Hote l" con
cluded the sent iments , and the formal i n 
formal proceedings concluded wi th a song 
by the la te Ossian E. Dodge. 

Adjournment w a s then* taken t o the 
hotel parlors, where there were more 
songs, s tor i e s and social reunion, which 
occupied the t ime we l l towards the hour 
for the next day's bus iness .meeting. 

The first banquet, l ike al l e l se con
nected w i t h t h e 1867 gathering, w a s a 
memorable success . 

It i s a sad but necessary historical com
ment , to say that Messrs. Wheelock, D r i s 
coll , Llenau and Leonard are the only 
persons now l iving who responded to 
sent iments at t h e first banquet. 

W o r k A c c o m p l i s h e d . 

Ie can be said that no subsequent 
gathering of the associat ion has accom
plished more, from a bus iness .standpoint, 
that th i s init ial .meeting. I say this be
cause that meet ing, among other things, 
secured the passage of the law providing 
for t h e publication of laws passed by the 
legis lature in a l l the state papers. De
spite at t imes much objection and serious 
menace, the law stands on the s ta tute 

was evidently designed as a compromise 
wi th the legis lat ive conscience for having 
displayed an undue l iberality In granting 
what w a s asked. As the personnel of 
the legis lature had changed when the re 
duction w a s made, it was evidently in 
recognit ion of the conscience of the pre
vious leg is lature that the 15-cent rate 
was established. 

The response to the query, "Am I my 
brother's keeper?" can thus be said to 
be inferential ly decided in the affirmative 
by the act of the Minnesota legis lature. 
The solut ion of th is great moral conun
drum can thereby be passed up to the 
credit of the first assembling of the men 
who made Minnesota. Stil l later, the 
rate was reduced to 12% cents per de
scription, at which rate i t stands to-day. 

<l The fol lowing officers were duly elected 
for the ensuing year: 

President— D. Sinclair, Winona Republican. 
Vice Presidents—Alex John&ton, Hastings 

Union; J. C. Wise, Mankato Record;. J. A. 
Leonard, Rochester Post. * 

Treasurer—H P. Hall, 'St. Paul Commercial. 
Recording Secretary—W. B. Mitchell, St. 

Cloud Journal. 
Corresponding Secretary—J. F. Williams, 

St. Paul Pioneer. - . 

years. One of the early matters of busi
n e s s attended to w a s the election of offi
cers, which was probably due to the ab
sence of the president, as already noted. 
J. A. Leonard of the Rochester Post was 
chosen president, and immediate ly took 
the chair, presiding during the greater 
portion of the meet ing. The full l i s t of 
officers chosen w a s a s follows: 

President—J., A. Leonard, Rochester Post. 
First Vice President—A. J. Reed, St. Cloud 

Times. 
Second Vice President—L. E. Fisher. St. 

Paul Pioneer. 
Third Vice President—H. A. Kimball, 

Northfleld Recorder. 
Treasurer—H. P. Hall, S t Paul Dispatch. 
Recording Secretary—W. B. Mitchell, St. 

Cloud Journal. 
Corresponding Secretary—J. F. Williams. 
Executive Committee—F. Driscoll, S t Paul 

Press; L. P. Plummer, Minneapolis Tribune; 
R. B. Davis, St. Paul Pioneer. 

On the evening of the first day, Jan. 
21, Colonel E. A. Calkins of the St. Paul 
Pioneer delivered the ^annual address, h is 
speech being "Effect of Newspaper Wri t 
ing on the Journal ist ." The annual poem 
w a s read by Ossian E. Dodge. 
- The second day a resolution was offered 

D. G. Parker, Albert Lea Standard. 
C. H. SSlocum, St. Charles Herald. 
C. Huntington, Blue Earth City Southwest. 
W. W. Payne, Minnesota Teacher.^ 
S. L. Pierce, Mantorville Express. 
Frank J. Mead, fFarmington Telegraph. 
W. B. Griswold, Mankato Union. 
W. A. Hotchkiss and wife, Preston Repub

lican. ; 
Dr. Elliott, Minneapolis Tribune. . ' . 
J. M. Thompson and J. M. Knight, Anoka 

Press. 
J. P. Hinds, Shakopee Argus. 
George Gray, Montlcello Statesman. = 

Th i s m a d e a representation o.f twenty 
papers and twenty-five people. In addi
t ion ex-Governor and General Wi l l i s A. 
Gorman of St. Paul, with his family, ac 
companied t h e party as guests . 

On reaching Milwaukee the party was 
taken to the city hall , where President 
Seymour of Wisconsin extended a welcome, 
which w a s responded to -by pres ident 
Leonard of Minnesota. The cit izens took 
the editors in .charge and showed them 
the city, concluding wi th a banquet at the 
Newhal l House in the evening, where 
Senator Matt Carpenter, ex-Governor 
Solomon, Judge Hubbell, Pres idents Leon-

t h e tr ip , t h e party dispers ing In Chicago, ^ i j 
some go ing farther e a s t and others re - 1% 
turning to t h e i r homes. **£ 

H I E T ^ E N T Y ONE PRESIDENTS 
MINNESOTA. EDITORIAL ASS'N 
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The third annual meet ing began a t the 
rooms of the State Historical society in 
St. Paul, Jan. 19, 1869, concluding on the 
20th. The report ofthe treasurer showed 
that twenty-n ine members had paid their 
dues during the year, the exact number 
which had paid the' first year. T h e sec 
retary's report covered the names of 
e ight papers which had recent ly joined, 
but had not renewed the ir membership, 
and also a l i s t of fifteen papers which 
had never joined. The secretary adds: 
"This shows the tota l number of the 
papers in t h e s tate to be f ifty-two, of 
which twenty-nine , or m o r e than one-half, 
are members of the associat ion." The 
secretary also reported the changes and 
new publications started! during the year, -
showing th ir ty-nine of the l i s t being 
new papers and the remainder change* in 
those which already ex is ted . 

The president, J. A. Leonard, In
augurated the plan of a n annual address. 

Two deaths were announced, the first 
that had occurred s ince t h e organisat ion 
of the associat ion. One wae t h a t of Henry 
W. Rose of the Wabasha Herald, who 
died April 2, 1868. The president se lec ted 
his partner, Frank Dagget t , t o prepare e n 
obituary notice. This i s s o m e w h a t 
noticeable , from t h e tac t t h a t Mr. D a g 
ge t t soon fol lowed h i s partner. 

The other was that of J. S. McKenny 
of the Chatfleld Democrat , -which, occurred 
July 31, 1868. 

Thirty-one members w e r e tn at tendance , 
which showed a s l ight growth. 

The treasurer's report showed that b i s 
funds were overdrawn to t h e amount of 
$6.35. 

The evening meet ing for the hear ing of 
the annual address w a s he ld a t Inger -
sol l 's hall on the n ight of Jan. 19. J. A. 
Wheelock, now the editor of the Pioneer 
Press, at that t ime editor of t h e P r e s s 

,alone, delivered! the annual address , whi le 
Captain H. A. Castle of t h e Anoka Union 
read t h e annual poem. 

The e lect ion of officers w a s a s imple 
matter, all of the officers of t h e preceding 
year being unanimously e lected a t one 
fell swoop. 

This seems to have been a hanquet less • 
meeting, though the matter w a s cons id
ered, and It was vcted to have the b a n 
quet next vear. In those diaye t h e ban
quets w e r e given to the edi tors <by t h e m 
se lves , at so much per plate . 

In l ieu of a banquet, t h e la te Dr. J. H. 
Stewart, mayor of the c i ty , tendered a r e 
ception, at his residence on the even ing of 
the 20th, which included, in addition* to the 
editors, s ta te and c i ty officials, member* 
of the legis lature and city council . 
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extension of circulation, and a thousand edi
torial suppers. 

Regardless of the concluding portion of 
the sent iment , Mr. Wheelock ins isted that 
the toast belonged to the "business de
partment," and called Mr. DrJscoll t o the 
front a s h is subst iute . Mr. Driscoll 
obeyed orders and gave one of the enter
ta in ing talks of the evening. 

"The Wiscons in Press ," called forth 
that orince of wi t s and after-dinner" 
speakers, the la te Lute A. Taylor of Pres 
cott , Wis . , who convulsed' his audience 
with laughter, and was voted the best 
man in 'the fraternity. 

Noth ing could have been more appropri
ate than that the late Major T. M. New-
son should re3uond to the sent iment , 
"Old-Time Editors of Minnesota." As 
usual, h i s remarks delighted his hearers , 
albeit they were t inged wi th sorrow as-he 
alluded to those , who, even in that early 
day, had "gone before." 

"The Editors- and Publishers of South
ern Minnesota," brought forth a bril l iant 
response from the late H. W. Rose of the 
Wabasha Herald. That Was the only 
meet ing Mr. Rose ever attended, he being 
the first member of the assoc iat ion t o 
leave us, his death occurring April 2, 1868. 

The gold standard seemed- to heve^been 
heard of even t h e n , . a s w i t n e s s the fol
lowing toas t : ) 

" 'Post'-omce Currency as Manufactured at 
Rochester, Minn. May it ever be kept on the 
present gold basis. 

J. A. Leonard of the Rochester Post w a s 
of -course, the man who responded, and 
h i s remorks were bright as; gold. 

"The German Pres s of Minnesota" w a s 

CRKS. 3.niTCH£LL-aLs-T 
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books to-day, substant ia l ly in the form 
in which i t was secured by t h e editorial 
assoc iat ion nearly thirty years ago. I 
have not made personal examination, but, 
aside from the laws re lat ing to cr imes , 
(which, of course, never had any bearing 
on th i s organization) I question whether 
any other law has ever remained upon 
the s tatute books of Minnesota a corres- ^ ^ — . . . . — ^ x ^ t v r e <-ITM 
ponding period without more mater ia l \ £ J J ^ U H & . 0 * 2 Z " . n ° R f t l * > 3*>U. 
change than **"*" "— *~—J * th i s one has encountered 
Every editor regards it as a patriot ic 
duty to stand by the "Old F l a g and an 
Appropriation," and a s this a c t carries 
wi th i t an "appropriation," no one would 
bjp so unpatriotic as t o interfere with i t s 
existence. Such an act would be regarded 
as a reflection upon the "Old F l a g , " 
whose relat ions to an appropriation are 
"One and inseparable, now and forever." 

Another important movement by th i s 
first meet ing was the secur ing of an in 
crease in the rate a l lowed by law for the 
publication of delinquent tax l i s t s . Prior 
t o the first meet ing of the assoc iat ion 
the law allowed 10 cents per description, 
and the legis lature was asked to increase 
this to 20 cents . Some idea can be ga th 
ered relat ive to t h e impression which 
these most eminent c i t izens of the state 
made upon the leg i s la ture by s imply re
cording the fact that the leg is lature 
promptly complied wi th the request. The 
truth of h i s tory compels the s tatement 
that the hypnotic spell cast upon the 
leg is lature of Minnesota by t h i s init ial 
concentrat ion of editorial wisdom was not 
last ing. A year or two later a law was 
passed making t h e rate 15 cent s , or 5 
cents below the -original reques t , / "This 

Executive Committee—C. W. Nash, fit. Paul 
Pioneer; F. Driscoll, St. Paul Press; I* P. 
Plummer, Minneapolis Chronicle. 

The second mee t ing of t h e assoc ia 
t i on w a s cal led to order at Ingersoll 's 
Hall a t St. Paul, Jan. 21, 1868, and only 
twenty-one members answered to their 
names . A -serious i l lness kept D. Sinolair, 
the president, from attending, and Alex
ander. Johnston, the vice president, pre 
sided. 

I t must he admitted that t h i s meet ing 
w a s by no means encouraging, a s the 
treasurer's report showed that twenty -
nine newspapers had joined the assoc ia 
t ion the first year, whi le but twenty-one 
responded a t the outset of the second 
meet ing . The end of the second day 
showed twenty - s ix present, which w a s 
s t i l l a loss from the beginning. The nov
e l ty had evidently .worn dff a l i t t le , and 
the work the associat ion h a d done for 
the newspapers , . as already recounted, 
w a s not a s fully''appreciated a s i n l a t e r 

for the appointment of a committee of 
three to obtain the complete history of 
the newspapers which had been published 
in the s tate up to that t ime. This com
mit tee never reported, and the neglect ( 
has placed i t beyond the power of any one 
at the present t ime to trace that early 
history, death having been too busy 
among the publishers. 

The only other notable event w a s laying 
the groundwork for the first excursion of 
the society . The courtesy we had extend
ed to the Wiscons in editors the previous 
year bore fruit in an invitat ion through 
their president to jo in Wisconsin in an 
annual excursion, and th i s meet ing 
unanimously voted to accept the inv i ta 
tion. 

T h e FHbrat Baccnrelom. 

In accordance wi th the invitat ion of 
the Wiscons in editors, already noted, the 
first excursion of the Minnesota assoc ia 
t ion w a s a joint affair. The party left 
St. Pau l by rail, June "22,-1868, going via. 
McGregor and Prairie du Chien, crossing 
t h e river on- a ferry. At that t ime there 
was no river railroad to La Crosse, a s 
at present. Milwaukee w a s reached on 
the 23d, and the roll call showed the 
following Mlnnesotans present: 

President J. A. Leonard and wife, Roch
ester Post. 

H. F. Knapp, wife and daughter, Rochester 
Union. 

S. Christensen, Rochester Folkeblad.'^ ; , 
E. A. Calkins, St. Paul Pioneer. ?t\

s 

* H. A. Castle, St. Paul Press. $$»&*% 
A. J. Reed, St. Cloud Journal. hMsPM 
J. W. Fralick,'Hastings tfnion.r*^™ 
W. J.. MoMastera, Lake City Leader. 

ard and Seymour, Frank Mead and Lute 
Taylor responded to toasts . 

At midnight the train was taken for 
Chicago, and the next morning t h e party 
proceeded on their way to St. Louis . At 
Springfield, 111., George M. Pul lman, who 
w a s then jus t beginning t o get h i s palace 
cars introduced, joined the company wi th 
his private car, and continued the Jour
ney to St. Louis wi th them. At St. Louis 
the hospital i ty w a s something unbounded. 
A delegation from t h e c i ty council , board 
of trade and, merchants' exchange met 
the party at Alton, 111., and escorted 
them to the city , where they were located 
at the Southern Hotel , reaching there the 
evening of June 25. That evening there 
w a s a gorgeous banquet a t the Southern 
Hote l , at which H. T. B low delivered the 
address of we lcome and the most prom
inent c i t i zens of St. Lou i s joined in the 
fes t iv i t ies . Colonel E. A. Calkins, Pres i 
dent Leonard and others responded in 
behalf of Minnesota. 

The next day t h e party were taken in 
carriages, prominent c i t izens of the city 
devoting t h e i r entire t ime to the matter, 
and escorted to all the notable points in 
the vicinity. The entertainment was ab
solutely lavish, thousands of dollars being 
expended in making the editors feel that 
i t w a s good to he there . On June 26 the 
party reluctantly left for Chicago, reach
ing that c i ty on the. morning of t h e 27th, 
where a forenoon 'banquet was extended 
t h e m at the Sherman B o u s e , and among 
t h e dist inguished persons ' , present* -was 
General Phi l Sheridan. T h i s concluded 

The fourth meet ing assembled at the ' 
oapltol at the Historical Society rooms, 
Jan. 18., 1870, and wa*> a decidedly sl im 
affair, owing t o ' a territic snow storm and 
blockade on the railroads. Only e leven 
papers were represented, and on account 
of the small number In attendance the 
meet ing w a s adjourned unti l June. It re
mained together long enough, however, to 
adopt a const i tut ion, which was for many 
years tihe governing law of t h e organiza
tion. 

T h e J u n e Meet ing: . 
In the June meet ing, which convened 

on the 7th, matters were much more en
couraging, and >hirty-three responded to 
the roll c a l l . a t the outset , and a s usual 
some others dropoed in later. 

The secretary made his report re lat ive 
to the changes in proprietorship and new 
'papers. It contained a brief mentdon of 
sixty-five papers which had e i ther come in 
new or been in s<.me manner changed 
since the previous iceet ing. A l i s t of a l l 
iihe papers was reported by ttoe secretary, r 
who stated that there were e ighty- four in 
the s tate at that t ime. 

The treasurer's report showed tha t the 
deficit of the previous year had been made 
up, and after paying a l l of the expenses 
$16.17 st i l l remained in ads Ihande. The 
fol lowing officers for the ensuing y e a r 
were chosen: 

President—W. B. MitchelL St. Cloud Jour
nal. 

First Vice President-^J. H. MoKetnny, Chat-
field Democrat. 

Second Vice President—J. K. Moore, St. Ps-
ter Tribune. 

Third Vice President—J. C. Devereaux, 
Northwestern Chronicle. 

Treasurer—Fred Driscoll, St. Paul Press. 
Recording Secretary—W. Jay Whipple, Wi

nona Herald. 
Corresponding Secretary—J. Fletcher Wil

liams. 
Executive Committee—R. C. Mitchell, Du-

luth Tribune; H. P. Hall, St. Paul Dispatch; 
H. W. Greene, Minneapolis Tribune. 

There was the usual two day's sess ion, 
and one of the features w a s the annual 
address by Lute A. Taylor of the La 
Crosse Leader. The annual poem w a s read 
by Henry Woodruff of the St. Paul Press . 

One of the incidents of the meet ing w a s 
thus recorded in the St. Paul Dispatch: 

A barrel of beer was presented the associa
tion by John Holland, Esq., of this city, and 
a standing vote of thanks was returned to 
the donor, some of the members being so en
thused that they remained standing and 
bowing to his portrait on the wall when our 
reporter left. 

One interest ing feature of th i s meet ing 
was the beginning of the "History of the 
Press ." The plan was to have th i s done 
county by county, and the la te J. F le tcher 
Wil l iams submitted at th i s meet ing a re
port from Ramsey, Freeborn, Olmsted, 
Stearns, Waseca and Wright counties . 
The work was never completed, and that 
feature seems to have been dropped in 
later meet ings of the associat ion, but i t 
would have been better for all concerned 
if i t had been written, and had thus s e 
cured, in the l i fet ime of the m e n w h o 
participated, a permanent and valuable 
history. 

On the evening of June 7, after t h e d e 
l ivery of the address and poem, a ban
quet was given at Park Place Hotel . 
There was no formal l i s t of toasts, but 
speeches were made by Mayor Wil l iam 
Lee, Judge C. E. Flandrau, Congressman 
M. H. Dunnell, Colonel J. H. Davidson, 
Major T. M. Newson, M, R. Prendergast 
of the Le Sueur SentinaL H A. Castle of 
the Anoka Union. R. G. Mitohell of the 
Duluth Tribune, and Wi l l iam Hinds of 
the Skakopee Argus. One of the inc l -

. dents of the evening w a s t h e presenta
tion by ret ir ing Pres ident Leonard, on 
behalf of the associat ion, of a gold-headed 
cane to Pres ident-e lect Mitchel l . 
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The growth of the associat ion st i l l con
tinued slow, and when the fifth meet ing 
was called to order in the rooms of the 
Chamber of Commerce in St. Paul, on 
Tuesday, June 6, 1871, only twenty-n ine 
papers answered to their names. Sum
mer business meet ings seem to have been 
inaugurated to avoid snow blockades. 

This t ime there was a banquet, and J. 
A. Leonard, editor of the Rochester Post , 
del ivered. the annual address, and J. Q. 
A. Wood of Sauk Rapids delivered the 
annual p o e m . v The banquet took place 
at the Metropolitan Hotel , and the ad
dress and poem followed t h e menu. I m 
promptu responses were made , by Gov
ernor Horace Austin, Mayor Wil l iam Lee , 
General W. T. Sherman, General A. J. 
Edgerton, and Colonel D. A. Robertson. 

On the second day, June 7, Wi l l iam H. 
Mitchell of the Northfleld Standard offered 
resolutions in favor of charg ing ' for a l l 
political not ices the same as other bus i 
ness advertising, deprecating t h e u s e of 
s lang and personal attacks by the n e w s 
papers upon candidates or others, and 
advocating "a higher and purer Standard 
of journalism." It i s scarcely necessary 
to add that the resolutions were unani 
mously adopted. How closely they w e r e 
followed your historian does n o t fee l 
called upon to s ta te . 

The treasurer's report showed another 
deficiency in the treasury, and t h e e x e c 
ut ive committee were authorised t » m a k e 
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