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FLY IN THE OINTMENT 
Washington dispatches indicate that pur 

government, after the first glow of s a t i s ­
faction oyer the Anglo-Japanese a l l iance 
and the conjoint note of France and Rus­
s ia presented last week by the ambassa­
dors of those powers a t Washington, i s 
perceiving that, with al l these assurances 
from these stakeholders, the outlook for 
a continued observance of the pledges to 
preserve the open door and concurrently 
insure the territorial integri ty of China 
i s not as promis ing as would appear on 
paper.1 

There i s , indeed, something amusing in 
the declaration of Russia and France that 
they are well pleased with the Anglo-
Japanese all iance, as it supports the e s ­
sent ia l principles of their policy, which 
everybody knows has been perdatory as to 
China in the extreme. The reservation at 
t h e end of the declaration is the real in ­
tent of the document. If any other pow­
ers, they say , act inimically, or if d is ­
orders occur again in China, they "re­
serve to themse lves the right to defend 
their in teres t s ." This declaration fol­
lows r a t h e r closely the Anglo-German 
Agreement made in 1900, whereby t h e s e 
powers stood for maintaining the integ­
ri ty of China unti l s o m e wicked power 
might break the peace, and then, every 
man for himself, with sphere-extens ion 
in full v iew. The official Messenger of St. 
Petersburg indignantly denies any preda­
tory purpose of Russ ia in Manchuria and 
asks how i t . can be for her interest to 
place obstacles t o peace and the open 
door a t the present t ime? It would not 
seem s o and yet Russia holds on to Man­
churia for the same reason that Germany 
holds on to Shantung, and i s s trengthen­
ing her pos i t ion there, and France holds 
on t o the territory which she has acquired 
from China on the south. And here i s 
Japan, young and skitt ish, only thirty 
years emerged from the exc lus lveness and 
seclusion and backwardness of the far 
orient, ce lebrat ing wi th shout and song 
and dance and fervid oratory, in . every 
v i l lage of the island empire, the al l iance 
with England, as if that compact insured 
to every conceivable ambition a magnifi­
cent fulfilment. If Japan i s embroiled 
with Russia,* England is bound by the 
al l iance to help her through the trouble, 
and it is easy to see how l i t t le Japan can, 
under this compact, become something of 
a thorn in John Bull 's side by respond­
ing to the menace' of Russia by passionate 
attack to regain Korea, which became 
hers by right of conquest in 1894. Russia, 
France and Germany forced her to aban­
don her claim, a movement which was in 
t h e interest of Russ ia , who, after Count 
Ignatieff's cuDning acquisit ion of the low­
er Amoor valley and marit ime Manchuria 
In 1860, has never ceased plott ing for fur­
ther extension of territory southward into 
China. She has traded the insignificant 
Kuri le islands wi th Japan for the south­
ern half of the big island of Sagfoalien 
and is now in practical possession of lower 
Manchuria, cont inuing her rai lway con­
struction under a concess ion from China 
running e ighty years, which will g ive her 
ice free ports and naval s tat ions more 
suitable to her purpose than Vladivos-
tock. Russia c laims that she i s pushing 
the Siberian rai lway and i ts Manchurian 
branches all for the good of the com­
merce of the world. Such benign purpose 
does not wel l fit the Russian methods 

Russian s ta tesmen have gained the ir 
purposes chiefly by secret and incessant 
st irring up of disaffection among the sub­
jects of a power she i s wishing to injure. 
Russ ia 's acquisit ions in European and 
Asiat ic Turkey have been imfae largely 
in this way. A revolt i s precipitated and 
she s teps in and extends her boundaries 
a s in 1878, which, although a cost ly exper­
ience, left Russia a large gainer. Her a t ­
tempt to push down to Herat' in 1885-86 
w a s checked by the Brit ish government, 
•which forced a new del imitat ion to keep 
Russ ia north of Sarakhs, but Russia has 
• ince gone south of that point and her 
current scheme to extend her Central 
As ia rai lway sys tem to Bassorah at the 
mouth of the Tigris river shows how m -
est inguishable i s her passion for conquest, 
e v e n on a somewhat attenuated purse! 
The present gushing assurances of unse l ­
fishness on her part and a fervent desire 
to benefit the world wil l have to be taken 
e t their proper valuation and read in the 
l ight of old Adam Zad's past duplicity 
and selfishness. 

Our government, whi le reading the con-
Joint note of Russia and France, no doubt 
takes care to read between the l ines , 
and i t should not place much confidence 
in the Anglo-Japanese al l iance as a very 
effective defense of the open door. As to 
that , our government has gone too far t o 
modify i t s pol icy in any degree whatever. 

~ \-
Although l i t t l e at tent ion has thus far 

been paid t o it in the daily press, the 
success of the Minneapolis mi l lers in s e ­
curing a practical equalization of the 
rates on export flour with those on the 
same kind of grain is of the greates t s ig ­
nificance. It adds one more prop to the 

. supremacy of Minneapolis as a mi l l ing 
center. There remains a s l ight difference 
in favor of wheat , but it i s not enough, 
the mi l l e r s say, to be a serious factor! 
Minneapolis mi l lers w i n now have a 
bet ter opportunity than ever in foreign 
markets . It i s a good s ign that the rai l ­
roads were l iberal enough to meet t h e 
s i tuat ion fairly. One cause -of the suc­
c e s s of the American invasion of England 
is the short-s ighted pol icy of the trans­
portation companies. The act ion of the 
rai lroads in the present case g ives prom­
i se that American transportat ion com­
panies wil l make rates tha t •will promote 
American industries . 

of the arttole, E. Les l ie Gilliams, bases 
h is assertion partly on the general ex ­
cel lence of the company, partly on i t s 
record in the Spanlsb.-AiQ'erlcan, war, and 
largely on i t s enterprising spirit as shown 
in i t s novel dri l ls in which i t represents 
both in uniform and tact ics mi l i tary or­
ganizations of every nat ion. * 

PROTECTIONISM IN GREAT BRITAIN 
In his "History of Our Own Times,'-' Jus ­

tin McCarthy, after te l l ing of the e s tab­
l ishment of free trade in England, de ­
clares tha t t h e s y s t e m i s as fixed a s the 
rule of three. That was some years ago. 
Now there is a considerable protectionist 
school In England again, though it has no 
standing in any party. The protectionists 
look to Joseph Chamberlain a s the man 
who can put away ithe "fet ish" of free 
trade and strike out for protection. While 
any open avowal of a n attempt to enact a 
protective tariff a t t h e present t lm^ would 
be howled down In England, it may come 
in, l ike the reformation, through the back 
door. The necess i ty of taking care of the 
deficit caused by the Boer war, which has 
already sent the boasted Engl ish consols 
down to 91, may lead to a general revenue 
tariff. Once such a tariff is enacted, Cham­
berlain or some other believer in an impe­
rial zollverein wil l have the opportunity 
he is wait ing for—^and the zollverein idea 
Is In this case a protectionist idea. It 
contemplates reserving t h e tradev of the 
British empire a s much a s possible for i t s 
members; The colonies are to have the 
preference in the Engl i sh market for their 
natural products and England is to have 
the preference in the colonies for her 
goods. But before England can give pref­
erences ' she must have a general tariff. 
The Boer war may bring i t in. 

It would doubtless be a fine th ing for 
England's great producing colonies if they 
could have the control of the Engl ish mar­
ket, but i t might no t be so fine a thing for 
the British people. T h e lat ter mus t pay 
the bills. The average Englishman long 
ago made up his mind that he must large­
ly get h i s food from across the seas, and 
that he must have i t a s cheaply a s possi­
ble. It will require a revolutionary change 
to bring t l m t o the point of receding from 
the policy that has made the United King­
dom such a commercial power, for the 
sake of strengthening t h e sentimental t ie 
that binds the colonies to the mother. land. 
On the other hand, there i s in the self-
governing colonies a very powerful e l e ­
ment that wishes to purchase what i t re­
quires in the cheapest market. 

This fact is i l lustrated by the at t i tude of 
a section of the Canadian press, which i s 
firmly opposed to any further increase In 
Canadian tariffs and I s restless under the 
present tariff o n many art ic les of manu­
facture that are largely bought from the 
United States . Anotner curious phase of 
the at t i tude of Canada toward the pro­
posed imperial zollverein i s to be found in 
the fact that the conservat ives , presum­
ably the imperialistic party of Canada; 
are found favoring a high tariff against 
Engl ish a s well as other manufactures, in 
order that Canadian industry may be 
stimulated. We presume that s imilar diffi­
culties will be encountered in other colo­
n ies that aspire to become symmetrical na­
t ions. The empire of sent iment does not 
interfere with such aspirations. The e m ­
pire of common interest does, for i t largely 
presumes that the United Kingdom is t o 
be the manufacturing center and t h e colo­
nies the producers of raw materials and 
foodstuffs. 

strongly, in i t s face. The party wi l l in- , 
evi tably be obliged to take the posit ion 
o f - i t s late great leader, iPrealdent - Mc-
Kiniey, who declared that the day of ex ­
c lus lveness and narrowness was,past . So 
it ' is! " V ' : , . :RSfe 

It begins to look as if the termination 
of the war in South Africa wil l not be 
t h e end o f that constant paying of the 
price of empire toy the "weary Titan" 
that govern* for i ts weal so much of the 
world. The Anglo-Japanese al l iance means 
more trouble. No one need be surprised 
to see Atfia the theater of a desperate war 
for empire. ' 

' TAKE CARE! 
It is to be hoped that , whatever happens 

to General Miles, i t will be brought clearly 
before the people that his punishment Is 
In no way a rebuke for test i fying freely' 
before the senate committee. , If the Im­
pression should go abroad In the army 
that a n officer Is not , free to g i v e Jb.is opin­
ion concerning military matters when re­
quested to do so by the national legis la­
ture, it will be' an evil day for .'the effi­
ciency of the service. The American army 
should be so administered as to encourage 
the expression of ideas that may lead to 
the improvement of the service or t h e re­
ject ion of mistaken policies. Ideas are 
needed in the«army a s much as In civil 
life, where we constantly encourage their 
expression. Even a private soldier with 
an Idea should be a s free to express i t a s 
was that "mustache" of Napoleon's who 
stepped from t h e ranks in one of the great 
warrior's early battles to point out t o h i s 
commander the wisdom of a plan that 
Napoleon, unknown to the soldier, had a l ­
ready hit upon. If the impression is cre­
ated that to oppose any scheme of the au­
thorit ies i s to gain their disfavor, the 
army will l o s e the'pre-eminently American 
characteristic of "init iat ive." It is hardly 
necessary to add that this in^no way con­
dones any insinuations or covert charges 
General Miles may have made against the 
president and secretary of war. , 

The growing importance of Denmark a s 
a. purchaser of American oil cake, i s a t ­
tracting great attent ion. The remarka­
ble development of the'dairy- industry in 
that country i s the cause of a s teadi ly in­
creasing demand. In 1895.only 8-per cent 
of the oi l cake went to Denmark, while 
a t present the t iny kingdom takes about 
23 per cent of the total American product. 
The Minneapolis l inseed oil mi l ls a r e i n ­
creasing their exports of cake to Denmark 
yearly. 

How unfortunate i t was for t h e United 
Kingdom to be p lunged . into »,>costly war 
just when i t s commercial and industrial 
supremacy was threatened by rivals is 
shown by the uneasiness in England over 
the increased taxat ion t h e war bill de­
mands. Parl iament Is discussinga land 
tax, and the imposit ion of tariffs on duty­
free art ic les i s being discussed. If the war 
should lead to a oretty. general l e v y of 
tariffs i t will be responsible for a great 
change in Brit ish economic policy. 

A COUNTERFEIT EXPOSED ).-. 
Poultney Bigelow i s rapidly gett ing 

down to h is proper level in popular e s t i ­
mation.'* No man of the day has been 
more overrated than; Bigelow. He i s a 
rapid-writ ing counterfeit . The American 
press has pretty general ly taken h is 
measure, and w h e n the s low-going maga­
zines begin to real ize that his wri t ings 
are a s unreliable as they are conceited, 
Mr. Bige low wi l l have come to the end of 
his rope, to the termination of h is period 
of strutt ing, fuming and scolding. 

It Is amazing how such a counterfei t 
can get himself taken at his face value. 
Good authori t ies declare that his recent 
work on colonial government is as much 
in error in most of Its matter a s he was. 
in respect to Goodnow in his lecture here. 
Mr. Goodntow has done a public service in 
fully showing what ut ter lack of founda­
t ion Bigelow had for what he said about 
Goodnow. It w i l l lead the public to dis ­
trust Bigelow on a n y proposition, which 
i s w h a t he deserves . 

It i s to be regret ted that Bigelow was 
ever 'honored with an invi tat ion to speak 
under the auspices of the Univers i ty of 
Minnesota. 

But while BiolUng the Thing with your tln-
der-dln-dipper 

Be sure to keep calling for Papa-plp-plp-per!! 

The government-artist had designed a new 
stamp and TJncle Sam was bavlng_one struck 
off by the Bureau of Printing and Engraving 
to see how it looked. < y , 

"Well, dura me^* said the n'efw stamp as 
they lifted him off the press, "if I don't feel 
like thirty cents!""1 

And sure enough, it was the new 30-cent 
issue of 1902. 

':' D o g c a t c h e r G o t a T e n o r . ,; 
"My Bark is on-the Sea" .sang the high 

tenor, taking the mosquito/ note without a 
strain. And then the police looked In ana 
threatened to pull him for not wearing a 
muzzle on account of the bark.•• ,\t was found 
necessary to call on the mayor.' • 

. .' . » C a s u a l l y O b s e r v e d . 
A Stillwater man was badly injured in one 

of these modern rough athletic games. He 
had his leg (broken in an exciting game of 
chess toy cable. ,v, 

The game of baseball in ;4hec next lot now 
starts up as suddenly as a Chinese orchestra. 

The .big red strawberry in 'Louisiana *r 
showing signs of the hectic flush. 

In Japan it is always the rule of politeness 
to pay a trifle more than the sum mentioned 
on. your hotel (Mil. Here it would 'be consid­
ered a form of incurable insanity. 

. The world has 30,000,000'artificial teeth set 
In itB face every year. Suppose each mouth 
claims ten of them, that would fit out 3,000,000 
grandpas so they can nibble a little piece of 
comfort off of their plugs. 

Just as Prince Henry had gone and the 
country was quieting, down, and nothing 
could toe heard tout Paderewskl depositing his 
money and.Carter Harrison running for the 
presidency in his mind, General Miles again 
unleashed the dogs of war. How long is this 
going to keep up? 
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The Strand Magazine for April speaks Of 
Company_ C, Minnesota National Guard, 
Duluth, as "the most remarkable, mil i tary 
organization in the world." - ,The author 

To EVACUATE CUBA 
At a White House conference yesterday, 

at which Estrada Palma, pres ident-e lect 
of the Cuban republic, and President 
Rooseve l t discussed the Cuban question, 
i t was determined that Palma should be 
Inaugurated on 'May 20 and the evacua­
t ion of Cuba 'by our troops would begin, 
a smal l mi l i tary force remaining t o take 
care of t h e . naval s ta t ions and coaling 
depots which the Cuban government wil l 
convey to our government according to 
the agreement . *• 

Governor Wood says noth ing remains to 
be done except to prove and order the 
accounts , and, a s the Cuban congress wil l 
be organized in April, together with the 
six provincial governments , everything 
wi l l be In readiness for the Cuban people 
to begin their career as a new nation 
under a republican const i tut ion wi th t h e 
s trong arm of the United States of 
America to shield t h e m from danger!. Gen­
eral Wood takes a favorable v iew of the 
capacity of the Cubans t o govern them­
se lves . There wi l l , at the inauguration of 
Palma, . be $500,000 in the insula^ treas­
ury; thje, income i s .sufficient for present 
demands and General Wood thinks the 
Cuban administrat ion V i l l take pride in 
keeping i t so. General Wood, who knows 
thoroughly the insular condit ions and cer­
t a i n l y can have no object In misrepresent­
ing tinem, says that , unless there i s a 
greater concess ion than 20 per cent in 
the duty on Cuban,. sugar a cr is i s may 
soon be reached in insular affairs, as the 
peopue depend on the United States" to give 
them a market for thedr chief crops, sugar 
and tobacco, and t h e y are justified, by all 
that our government' has promised, in 
be l iev ing that adequate relief wil l be " 
given. The narrow measure of relief 
proposed by the h o u s e wil l not enable the 
Cuban sugar planter t o cover the cost of 

I production. • ..% 

This difficulty i s the c loud on the Cuban 
situation. The true s i tua t ion-cannot fie 
proclaimed too often and the senate, 
which has not acted upon the matter of 
concess ion, m a y be expected to take a 
somewhat more adeiqu&te v iew of our na­
tional, duty wi th respec t to Cuba. What 
impresses one in recal l ing t h i s whole 
Cuban concess ion inc ident Is the fact 
that, had not t h e no-concess ion group 
kept up a cont inuous roar about "ruin" 
to American Industrie's and cried "Wolf" 
and "Fire" w h e n -there w a s nothing of 
the kind in s ight , because a small conces ­
s ion of tariff. Pintles on Cuban products 
w a s suggested , there would have been 
l i t t l e accelerat ion of in teres t In reciproc­
i ty and tariff retvisSon. The shrieks over 
hypothetical "ruin" .of our Industries had 
the effect of making1' the pulblic look into 
the mat ter of unnecessary dut ies and the 
real advantages of rttoiproclty In promot­
ing our export tra<le. The unyielding 
oharacter of the oppctsftion to concession 
led t o the thrust ing of the republican 
plat form declarations favor ing reciprocity 

C h i l d r e n ' s V e r s e N o . 1.—The B u g a ­
b o o b o r r o w . 

The art of writing jyhat is alleged to be 
verse for children, as brought to perfection 
by Riley, Field and a few others, is said to 
be very simple of acquirement. 'All you have 
to do is to take a few syllables that no child 
ever uses and reduplicate them several times. 
A subject should be taken that has no real­
ity on earth and the reduplicated syllables 
twisted around it in a way that few people 
will understand. To show how simple a matter 
it is the following lines on the Bugabooborrow 
which have been received with much pleas­
ure in several of our more popular asylums 
for the insane are here presented: 

The Bugabooborrow came down the fler-nue, 
The wind is whoo-whistled, the lamp it 

burned, blue, 
And Little Miss Ethel said, "What shall I 

do-do 
For here comes the Bugabooborrowbobubu?" 

It showed its big teeth a n d ' i t waved its 
fler-flipper, 

But Ethel she brandished a tin didder-dipper 
And.she knocked the horrid old Bugaboobor­

row 
Into half past eleven, day after to-morrow!' 

Now, children, this shows that you neyer 
should fear . , 

When the Bugabooborrow gets up on ,its 
Ear,- ;-

O u r L i t t l e J o u r n e y t o t h e G. o f E . 
Eden, Arabia, March 1.—We arrived at the 

Garden of Eden late last night and put up at 
the 'Eden hotel, about half a mile distant, 
run on the European plan of taking all your 
money and giving you.; very little return 
Zherefor except the cold and distant front 
This morning, after a scanty breakfast in the 
majestic presence of an overpowering waiter 
with a $200,000 diamond, we started for the 
Garden. It has been nailed up since Adam 
left, and very little change is said to have 
taken place. Eight million beggars lined the:, 
way to the entrance, each one of which would 
have caused a Niagara hackman to appear a 
model of modesty and quiet reserve. (Lu­
cille, who is looking over my shoulder as I 
write, fears that eight million is something 
of an exaggeration, so, after long consulta­
tion, we decided, in the Interest of exact 
truth, to reduce the number to five million, 
though personally my conscience troubles me 
lest we err on the other side. Mary H.) The 
'Garden Is owned toy a set of rapacious and 
conscienceless Turks, who stood ready to pro­
duce anything we asked for—the site of 
Adam's cabin, where theanimals were named, 
etc., etc. Finally Margaret asked, "Where 
•was the site of the-apple tree," and that in­
fernal Turk pointed it out. I asked, "Where 
is the snake?" and for a moment, toy the 
appearance of his face, we thought he was 
going to produce it, tout the finally thought 
better of it and, smilingly tout regretfuHy, 
announced his Inability to make even. 

The garden is beautifully situated, lies 
high'and dry, no low or marshy land, and 
produces two crops of garden sass every year 
vwith very little labor. The soil is alluvial 
and rich, a mellow, workable loam, and, in 
fact, the whole place Is most admirably cal­
culated for the purpose to which it was put. 
As we were talking it over after supper, we 
became very much annoyed with Adam for 
the extremely silly and inexcusable break he 
made at the very inception of the race's his­
tory. We -can see no reason' for laying the 
trouble to (Eve. Adam had no excuse for 
being so easily won over. In fact, his easi­
ness of%ispositiori; shows that he .would have 
fallen anyway, had the temptation been pre­
sented to him first. Of course we offer no 
excuse for Eve.' * She was weak, lamentably 
weak. If there:iqad- • toeen some '©Odd club 
movement that i^ve could have had the ad­
vantage of, she would have been much 
stronger. However, it Is all past now. We 
may return to England via Asiatic Russia and 
the Siberian road." Our plans are not at all 
settled and it is impossible to tell where you 
may, hear pf us next Lovingly, Lucille, - Mar­
garet and Mary H. - . - . . . , 

—A. J. Russell. 

f lgns of Intelligence, and even take some in-
erest in the progress of the story being told. 

For this long step we must thank the Eng­
lish "Floradora." 

"Miss Bob White" is to be commended 
also for its plot, which retains Its interest 
throughout and is brought at last to an in­
telligible and natural close. 

Marguerite Sylva, the central figure, in the 
production, is not- so well placed as she was 
in "Princess Chic." Romance rather than 
comedy is. her forte. As the masquerading 
princess, who draws sword or makes love 
with equal facility, she was a stunning figure. 

/But as the heiress, • coquetting in the guise 
of a dairy maid with incognito lords and 
pseudo tramps, she quite fails to appreciate 
or express the. humor of the various situations 
In which she finds herself. Dialogue to her 
is the desert that stretches between oases of 
song, and she gets through It as quickly as 
possible. Miss Sylva sings as well as ever, 
and her fresh, clear soprano' shows no sign 
of weariness. The comedy of the piece de­
volves* almost entirely upon Richard Carroll 
and Frank DeShon. They impersonate young 
clubmen, upon whom an election bet has 
laid the necessity of becoming tramps for the 
nonce. Their simulation of hunger and their 
striving for food in the first act are enough 
to give any audience a good appetite. They 
make a very funny pair, recalling In a way 
the Immortal pair of robbers In "Erminle." 
Mr. QeShon once headed a stock company in 
Mlnneapolls^and was a great favorite. Prop­
erly restrained—and he seems to have learned 
that lesson—he is a very clever comedian. 
Mr. Carroll is just moderately funny—which 
Is, perhaps, fortunate, or his winning of the 
heiress"' might seem Incongruous. He sings 
and- dances well and is, upon the whole, a 
good entertainer. 

Alice L. -Campbell In the role of the quaker 
maiden, exhibits a strong mezzo voice of 
good quality, save when It Is forced. She is 
sufficiently coy and Ingenuous, for the pur­
pose. William E. Phllp, who impersonates 
the English lord, is a handsome, graceful 
fello\y. but mars his work by a mumbled 
and run-together articulation which makes 
what he says difficult to: understand. His 
singing shows a similar defect with the added 

Stone of a peculiarly uneven and explosive 
style. Nicholas Burnham contributes a good 
bit as the old quaker who mixes up modern 
slang with his "thees" and "thous" in a 
most amazing way. Mart Lorenz, as the 
country sheriff with his sleuth hound at his 
heels-^or his coat tails—is a great success. 
The other principals are adequate. But, as 
has been intimated, the ensemble work is ono 
of the strongest and most attractive features 
of the production. The accessories are admir­
ably conceived and executed and "Miss Bob 
White" affords an evening of high class 
entertainment. —W. B. Chamberlain. 

AMUSEMENTS 
t h e M e t r o -" M l s s B o h W h i t e " » t 

p o l i t a n . 
While other makers of comic opera have 

been ransacking their geographies and his­
tories for outlandish climes and forgotten 
times in which to locate their productions, 
Willard Spenser* has been satisfied with the 
here and now. His "Miss Bob White" suf­
fers nothing in variety, originality or inter­
est, because Its lpcale is near Philadelphia 
and Its story is American. It is another illus­
tration, too, of the tendency in latter-day mu­
sical comedy to get away from the ill-fated 
comic-opera potentates over whose trials and 
tribulations we erstwhile made merry. In­
deed, the present production is }n reality a 
clever farce comedy, with a anore elaborate 
and pretentious musical setting than is ordi­
narily provided. The nice correlation of the 
music to the dialogue is worthy of note, since 
it is rather unusual in so light a composi­
tion Yet, after all, why should not light 
opera be Wagnerlzed and its n^usic welded 
into and made an essential part of the whole? 

In this connection it is. perhaps, worth 
while to note the (wonderful effect "Flora­
dora " the most successful of modern mu­
sical' comedies, has had upon light opera. 
Most of this influence is traceable to the 
"Floradora" double sextet, more or less close 
imitations of which are to toe noted in all 
the recent offerings, including "Miss Bob 
White." There la also an indirect and mdi-e 
important influence to be seen in the han­
dling of ensemble effects. One of the results 
has been the lifting of the chorus out of the 
rut into which it had fallen and its use in a 
form approaching in spirit that of the old 
Greek tragi* chorus. Members of the chorus 
are now no longer mere automata.. They show 
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I am hot quite sure that I did not fall in 
love with her just to spite George. »We were 
at a reception one evening, and I was smok­
ing on the front veranda, when he came out 
for a whiff of air. We fell to talking of some 
of the ladies—that is, George talked, and I 
agreed between puffs of my cigar. Presently 
he remarked in an off-hand manner: 

"Deucedly fine girl, that Miss Dolly May-
ton!" 

"Yes," I assented atosently> 
After awhile he repeated bis remark, and 

I again agreed (without great enthusiasm. 
This seemed to make him angry. 

"Confound it, man, don't you know she is 
the prettiest girl in there?" 

I tried to soothe him. -'Looks mighty sweet 
with that pink rose In her hair, doesn't she?" 
I ventured. 

He snorted indignantly. "That's her sister 
with the rose, you fool." 

Now, George Irritates me. Other people call 
me a fool, and I don't mind It in the least, 
but George always sneers in a fashion that 

" A r e Y o u a. B u f f a l o ? " a t t h e B i j o u . 
It Is an ungracious task to attempt a crit­

icism of "Are tYou a Buffalo?" an alleged 
farce-comedy which is at the Bijou this week. 
The piece is scarcely suitable for production 
in a (burlesque house. Its attempts at hu­
mor are neither hew nor funny; and it has 
no semblance of plot. 

In all probability it would be gross injus­
tice to judge the members of the company 
on their showing in this mai-attraction. Op­
portunities for fun-making are lacking; and 
the company is obviously unable to overcome 
the handicap .placed upon them (by the au­
thors. 

Three names appear upon the program as 
responsible for the piece, and the result seems 
to indicate that too many playwrights spoil 
the play, just as too many cooks spoil the 
broth. At any rate, the play has been spoiled. 
It is utterly worthless from whatever stand­
point one may elect to view It. 

—J. S. Lawrence. 

F o y e r C h a t . 
The Pollard Juvenile Opera .company is 

meeting with great success in St Paul, and 
the press is unanimous in praise of the 
performance of this remarkable company of 
children. "The. Kiddies" will open their en­
gagement here at the Metropolitan with "A 
Gaiety Girl" Thursday evening. 

The coming of Miss Viola. Allen to the 
Metropolitan the first half of next week in 
Lorlmer Stoddard's dramatic version of F. 
Marion Crawford's "In the Palace of the 
King," promises to be one of the treats of 

'the present season. The drama is said to be 
of great power. 

The production of the new play, "Tom 
Moore," in which>Andrew Mack Is to be seen 
at the. Metropolitan, the last half of next week 
will be memorable. It. Is out of the usual 
path of Hibernian' plays. .. 

. m — •' 
Next "week at the Bijou Al H. Wilson and 

company are coming in Sidney R. Ellis1 

romantic comedy drama, "The Watch on the 
Rhine." Wilson is acknowledged as avleader 
in romantic German comedy. As a singer 
he is counted one of the best, having a voice 
of much purity, power and sweetness, to­
gether with a knowledge of how to use it 
to the best advantage. 
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A u t o m o b i l e S c o r e d T w o . 
March 25.—George Jay Gould's automobile 

was charged last night with Its first seri­
ous accident. Mr. Gould's French chauffeur 
took R. L. Beekman and a party of polo 
friends on a trip to -Allaire In the morning, 
and when opposite Glendale farm passed the 
team of Mr. Hoyt, a wealthy cottager, who 
had with him John W. Smith. The team got 
beyond control, smashing the carriage and 
throwing both men out upon a bridge. The 
automobile party disappeared without troubl­
ing to learn the damage. Hoyt was thrown 
heavily on his side, but beyond a strain is 
uninjured Smith's face and head were 
jammed into a pulp and he is still uncon­
scious. 

E x c i t e d "Women M a u l K u b e l l k . * 
Herr Jan Kubelik, the young violinist, was 

the'victim of a remarkable feminine ovation 
in Brooklyn last night. He had given a re­
cital In the Academy of Music. Encore suc­
ceeded encore, and flowers were thrown on 
the stage in profusion. When Herr Kubelik 
came out several hundred Impressionable 
young women were crowded about the door.' 
He was hugged and kissed and mauled fo-
several minutes. When- he came -put of- the 
scrimmaged—thanks to the police—the women 
screamed "coward" at him and pelted htm 
with flowers. An immense wreath, weighing 

"DICK," SHE POUTED, "YOU ARE A 
FOOLISH OLD DEAR." 

suggests I lack even more than brains. On 
this occasion I decided to irritate George. 

"My dear fellow," I said, patronizingly— 
George hates to be patronized—"I don't be­
lieve you really know which of the sisters 
is Miss Dolly, anyhow." 

I 'had any hand on his shoulder while I 
spoke, and now I felt him quiver suddenly 
with rage. Not minding it in the least, I 
went on drawltngly: 

"I think, on the whole, I know the young 
lady as well as you. Now, I swear she came 
to the reception with a pink Tcse in her hair. 
If you think otherwise, you don't know Miss 
Dolly Maytori." 

George actually choked with rage. "Not 
know her! Why, man, I^-I expect that girl 
to be any wife some day." " 

It took one a bit toy surprise. I did not 
wish Dolly to marry George. There was noth­
ing against him, of course, but— "Am I to 
offer congratulations?" I asked. 
• "Not yet," said George, sturdily. George 
always stieke to the truth. 

Now, I was foolish in my next remark, I 
admit. His determination to marry Dolly had 
dazed me a bit; - I-'meant to make a light ob­
servation that would laugh away oUr little 
tiff; so I said, very blithely: 

"O, you merely have hopes. Is that itT 
Well, some of the rest of us also have hopes." 

I swear I never minded how it eoutttat till 
George began to curse wajf « • * * in his throat. 
After that I was in n{> mood to explain. So 
It chanced that when he asked, with fine 
sarcasm, if I intended to marry Miss D o l l ^ 
myself, I told him flatly that I did. A fool 
does such things just to be contrary. 

Before I could comprehend the situation, 
George had me by the arm and I was half 
way across the room. A moment later and 
Miss Dolly, without a pink rose—I knew she 
never wore pink roses—-was smiling up Into 
my sullen face, and George was sneering at 
me loud enough for the girls to hear: 

"You see, Brown, Miss Dolly is not ths 
wearer of the pink rose in spite of your dec­
larations." . 

Dolly glanced up quickly, and I met her 
eyes squarely. Wo had been playmates, Dolly 
and I, not so many years before. I remem­
ber she told me once that she liked my brown 
eyes; that they were like a horse's—dumb 
mirrors that revealed my every feeling. Now, 
as she looked at ome, she must have seen 
something in those same eyes, for she smiled 
reassuringly. 

"I did wear th.j rose when I came," sh« 
fibbed prett-ly to George "bit later ga 'e 
it to my siscer. 

George swallowed once cr twice in help-
.'fss s-upiditj. H- kaev ve.-y well £be was 
Lot telling the truth, an* that she should 
thoos9 to lis when it would dfrcoucert hli^ 
made him furious. He grew so red that 
I began to rack my.brain for "first aids in 
apoplexy," He turned to me, and I tried to 
smile cheerfully to relieve him. Well, that 
silly smile ended It all. He turned to her 
and blurted out like a great schoolboy: 

"Dolly, he says he is going to marry you!" 
Sometimes I am glad I was created a bit 

dull witted. George had fled, and Dolly had 
blushed a dozen times before I comprehended 
it all. Then the heat of the room stifled me. 
I turned about despairingly, ran my fingers 
through my hair and pulled at the collar that 
was choking me. 

At last I found my voice. "Miss Mayton," 
I begged, "won't you walk outside with me, 
where I can explain the whole horrible blun­
der?" 

She looked up at me half shyly, half 
angrily, for a full second. I had almost de­
spaired of gaining an audience, when she rose 
and without a tremor of embarrassment took 
my arm. 

"Dick," she said kindly, "we were chums 
together a few years ago. I know you "are 
able to explain this matter." 

But I couldn't. A dozen times I began and 
stopped. At last, shame voiced and halt­
ing, I made a last start. 

"Dolly," I said, all unconscious of how I 
addressed her—"Dolly, you—you—know it 
was a mistake." 

I stopped short. 
"A mistake about your saying that?" ques­

tioned Doily. 
"No-o," I said slowly—"that is, you—I— 

well"—And I floundered hopelessly. 
"You didn't mean it?" persisted Dolly. She 

was shivering with the cool night air. 
"But I did," I said quickly. It'oUght to 

have been a noble lie, but somehow there 
was no sacrifice. J. should have given my life 
just then to have said it truthfully. 

"Dick," she said after a long silence, • "it 
Is very dark hero under the trees." 

"Yes; it is," I said gloomily. 
"And very cold." 
"Yes." / 
"I don't believe they could see ps from 

the house," she went on. 
"George is the only one who would care 

to," I said, my heart burning with sullen 
rage. 

"I—I don't believe even he Is looking." 
"Maybe not," I remarked, turning toward 

her. 
"Dick," she pouted, "you are a foolish old 

dear. Can't you see"— 
The moonlight drifted through a rift in tho 

trees overhead, and a ray fell upon her 
face. It met two pursed lips and lingered 
there till a great fool in his moment of 
wisdom blotted it out. 

Then I plucked a pink rofte, and after "she 
had twined it in her hair we went in to seek 

i George—poor chap! 

several pounds, was forcibly hung about his 
neck. In an exhausted condition . he was 
helped to his carriage and the crowd of .ex­
cited women dispersed. -.>;'• 

F i v e D o l l a r s f o r Sp i t t ing: . 
Fifty spitters were put on trial to-day in 

special sessions. Eighteen were, discharged 
because at the time of the arrest they had 
been locked up for fcix hours or more. The 
others were fined $5 each. They paid up. 

H i s t o r y o f Mt. "Vernon. 
A history of the Ladies' Mount Vernon 

association, and of that famous estate which 
is visited each year by 50,000 Americans, has 
been prepared for the legislature of Virginia 
by Judge James B. Sener of Fredericksburg, 
who has long been identified with questions 
of historical research in connection with the 
Old Dominion. Only 500 copies of his mono­
graph have been printed. While much of the 
history of Mount Vernon has, of course, been 
commonly known, he has gathered it all in 
compact form, and brought out from the 
archives many new facts relating to a career 
so .interesting at all times as that of George 
Washington. 

S o m e R a i l r o a d " I r r e g u l a r i t i e s . " 
Irregularities have been discovered in the 

bookkeeping of the Evansvllle & Terre Haute 
railroad, it was stated to day, that will not 
only have the effect of deferring the payment 
of dividends on the company's common stock 
for some time,* but may even lead to a re­
duction In the dividend on the preferred 
stock. 

In view of the situation the chief officers 
of the company are said to have agreed to 
saerilice their salaries aihtil the affairs of 
the company have been got into better shape. 
All tb is probably will be a matter both of 
surprise and concern to those speculators in 
the common stock who have been buying it 
recently on the expectation that it was to be 
put on a regular 4 per cent dividend basis. 

To-day the fact developed that there had 
been an examination of the books of the 
company by experts and that certain cir­
cumstances which had been disclosed by thU 
examination were responsible for the decision 
of the directors. At the meeting in Febru­
ary E. S. Hooley was elected president, suc­
ceeding E. R. Thomas, r son of General 
Thomas. Mr. Hooley Is now at Palm Beach, 
and G. H. Hall, who was elected vice presi­
dent at the same meeting, is in Boston. N. 
F. Carlton, who is the chairman of the board 
of directors, as well as H. H. Porter who, 
since the change in control, is understood 
to have been one of those most heavily in­
terested in the company, are, however, both 
in this city. They declined to-day to make 
any statement about the situation. 

The statement was, however, obtained from 
a high official source: "The decision not to 
declare a common stock dividend followed the 
discovery of certain irregularities In the book­
keeping of the company. These antedate the 
Thomas management. Some years ago the 
road guaranteed the bonds of a company 
which it had absorbed and these bonds were 
never looked upon as a liability. 

"In view of the situation which is pre­
cipitated by the discovery of the irregulari­
ties the chief officers of the company, in­
cluding the president, vice president, chair­
man and treasurer, have decided not to ac­
cept their salaries. These salaries aggregate 
about $18,000 a year." 

T H B ROYAL MAIL 
King Edward receives 1,000 letters and 30,-

000 newspapers daily; the German emperor, 
600 to 700 letters; the king of Italy, about 
500; the queen of Holland, 100 to 15a 

N e v e r T o u c h e d H i m . 
Chicago News. 

As Prince Henry was. asleep when his train 
reached Toledo, the refusal of 'Mayor Jones 
to take part in his reception perhaps did not 
matter. 

Characteristic Figures in "Miss Bob White 9 t 
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