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A CENTRAL
COMMITTEE

Relief Funds to Be Forwarded

to Cornelius N. Bliss
of N. Y.

The President Appoints Men

in Each City to Re-
ceive Funds.

Washington, May 13.—The

ternoon:

The president has appointed a committee to
receive funds for the relief of the sufferers
catastrophe in Martinique

The gentlemen appointed
from ench c¢ity are asked to collect and re-
their localities as ex-
peditiously as possible and forward them to

of the New
act as central
The president directs all
presidents of
banks to act as agents and to
The mpostmasters are
also directed to report to the postmaster gen-

from the
and St

recent
Vincent

ceive the funds from

Cornelius N. Bliss, treasurer
York committee, which will

distrituting point.
postmasters
all national
forward centributions.

and. requests the

eral within ten days any funds collected on
this account.

The president appeals to the public to con-
tribute generously for the reliel of those
upon whom this appalling calamity has fallen
and asks that the contributions be sent in as
sgpeedily as possible, The gentlemen desig-
pated on the several committees are requested
to act at once. The following =re the com-

following
wayg issued from the White House this af- |

THEY'LL NAKE
BUTTER, T00

Packers Preparing to Manu-
facture on an Exten-
sive Scale.

Fight on Grout Law Wl Be
Pushed to the Last
Extremity.

Epecial to The Journal.
|  Kansas City, Mo., May 13.—Local repre-
sentatives of the Armour Packing com-
pany and Swift & Co. say the packers,
who are the principal manufacturers of
butterine, are preparing to make repris-
als upon the dairymen for the passage of
the Grout bill by entering into direct
competition with them in their own fleld.
It is expected the enforcement of the new
law will cause the price of butter to ad-
vance and the packers intend to reap the
profits.

Already preparations are belng made in
the local plants to go into the manufac-

ture of butter on an extensive scale, With
their enormous capital they can do busi-
ness on a large scale, and while paying
the producers more for their milk and
cream than the smaller creamery concerns
can afford, they can sell cheaper and still

make a good margin.

mittees:
New York—Cornelius X. Bliss, treasurer;| They declare that many of the largest
Morris K. Jessup. John (Claflin, Jacob H.|creameries in the country do practically

Schiff, William R. Corwin,

Pritchard, Henry Lesa Higzinson.

Philadelphla—Cliarles Emory Smith, Provost
Harrison, Joseph G. Darlington, |

Charles C.
Clement A. Griscom, John H.
Baltimore—James A. Gary.

Washington—Charles C. Glover.

Pittsburg—A. J. Logan, H. C. Frick.

Buffalo—John G

Cleveland—Myron T.
Mather.

Converse.

Herrick,

Cincinnati—Jacob M. Schmidlapp, Briggs 5.

Cunningham.
Chicage — J. J. Mitchell,
Marshall Fleld, Graeme Stewart.

Milwaukee—F. G. Bigelow, Charles F. Pfis-

ter, Fred Pabst.

Minneapolis—Thomas Lowry,

"Shevlin,
St. Paul—Kenneth Clark, Theodore Schur-

meiear.
Detroit—Don M. Dickinson.
3t. Leuis—Charles Parsons,
Burch, Hebert 5. Bookings.
Louisville—Tom Bullitt.
Atlanta--Recbert J. Lowrey.

Hansas Citr—W. B. Clark, Charles Camp-
beli.

Omaha—John G. Wharton, Vietor B. Cald-
well.

Denver-—-D. H. Moifatt

The plans of .the commissary depart-
ment contemplate the supply of 40,000 ra-
tions for fourteen days. The quarter-
master's department is purchasing cloth-
ing supplies for 40,000,

In the navy department to-day the care-
fully planned relief measures were being
carried forward systematically and rap-
{dly. The Buffalo has been ordered put in
readiness for immediate use as a food and
gupply transport. Action has not yet been
taken upon Admiral Bradford's suggestion
that water tenders be sent to Martinigue
to relieve the pressing need for fresh
water. The admiral, however, has tele-
graphed to Pensaccla and Norfolk to have
the tenders at those places made ready.
The admiral also has tendered the use of
his colliers, as food and passenger trans-
ports. The equipment bureaus of which
he is the head, has a small but excellent
fleet of them.

There is no lack of indications of spon-
parts of the
camsa
from a New York commission house in the
shape of a letter profiering cne million
pounds of rice at cost price and duty free
The owners explainedl

taneous offerings from all
country. An original suggestion

to the government. ;
that they were able to make this offer by

reason of the fact that the rice is still

in bond.

PARLIAMENT QUERIED

Mr. Dillon Wants the Crust of Prec-

edent Broken.

London, May -13.—The munificent appro-
priation vesterday of the United States
congress for the rellef of the sufferers by
the Martinique disaster; President Roose- ip_aty.
velt's message recommending an appro- sible.
priation of half a million dollars; the ac-
tion of the United States in dispatching
supplies to Mar-
in the
housge of commons to-day by John Dillon,
Irizsh nationalist, who asked the govern-
ment leader, A. J. Balfour, whether Great
Britain intended to adopt similar rellef

war vessels and food
tinique, ete., were adverted to

meamires.

Mr. Balfour said the matter had been
the consideration of the cabinet,

under
but he had no statement to make. Mr.
Balfour had never heard of a vote of such
a character being suggested in parliament.
Of course, everybody felt the extraordi-
nary gravity of the situation and the tre-
mendous suffering caused by the appalling
calamity. Every assistance that could be
glven locally by the government would be
Eiven.

Mr. Dillon gave notice that he would re-
His sug-

cur to the subject to-morrow.

estion was warmly approved by the
usge.

The Fund at Parls,
Paris, May 13.—Many American firms

pod individual Americans are subscribing
which now

to the Martinique fund,
amounts to 100,000 francs.

King Victor Gives 25,000 Lire.

Rome, May 13.—King Victor Emmanuel
thas contributed 25,000 lire to the fund be-
ing ralsed for the relief of the sufferers

from the Martinique disaster,

THE CHINESE REBELS

They've Deen Completely Whipped

in Chili,

Pekin, May 13.—The government announces
that, after two days’ fighting the rebels in the
southern part of the province of Chill have
been completely defeated and their leaders

paptured.

NO CONTEST

Congressmaon Connor of Tenth Iowa

District Renominated.

Fort Dodge, Iowa, May 13.—At the tenth
convention
to-day, J. P. Connor of Denison was nomi-

@istrict republican congressional

pated for the second term by -acclamation.

SOLOMAN NOT S0 WISE.

Chicago, May 13.—Julius Soloman, former
in | danger when he killed Braats.. The trial will
democratic politics, committed sulcide here

North Town collector and well known

to-day. Ill health was the cause,

Milburn, Cariton Sprague.
Eamuel

Marvin Hughitt,

Thomas H.

Adolphus

nothi
Boston—Augustus Hemenway, Dr. Henry S. thing but gather up cheap, stals butter,

work fresh milk or cream with it, give it

the same kind of coloring that is now
given butterine, after which It is placed
on the market as ‘fresh creamery but-
ter.”” While the Grout law practically
puts a prohibitive tax on the sale of col-
ored butterine, it does not interfere great-
ly with the sale of butter put through
these processes. The packers have much
greater facilities for this kind of business
than the comparatively small and secat-
tered dairies.

The packers have not decided to quit
their fight on the Grout law. They main-
tain it is cla=a legislation and declare
they intend to test its constitutionality
in the United States supreme court. W:
D. Miles, manager of the Armour Packing
company, and J. H. Rich, manager of the
Swift Packing company, avow this ia the
packers' purpose regarding the proposed
manufacture of butter by packers. The
same men said: ,"“The packers have al-
ways handled a good deal of butter and it
will not be very expensive or require
much time to make changes which will en-
a;bllc them to handle much larger quan-
tities."” "

$500,000 NOW

The Senate Votes to Increase
the Relief Fund to That

Washington, May 13.—Mr. Cullom, from
the commitiee on foreign relations, re-
ported to the senate to-day a joint reso-

lution appropriating $500,000, including the
§200,000 already appropriated, to be ex-
pended under the direction of the presi-
dent to relieve the stricken people of the

French Wes: Indies and St. Vincent. The
resolution was adopted.

The senate then passed the agricultural
appropriation bill.

Mr. Stewart (Nev.) then spoke in sup-
port of the Philippines government bill.

He had l1stened to the debate with sur-
prise, he sald, as it was more acrimon-
fous than any debate he had ever heard.
He could not understand why such ani-
mosity had been excited, as our control
of the Phillppines had been acquired
through the Spanish war, which was an
act not of any political party but of the
government jtself, without regard to
Both parties were equally respon-

He did not belleve in making promises
to the Filipinos. We had made promises
to Cuba that we ought not to have made.

“Cuba,” said he, “ought to have been
ours as a result of the war. It will be
ours in time, without doubt.

“1 warn my friends on the other side,”
he declared, ‘'that there is no political

gain to be had from their attack upon the
army."”

DAM BLOWN

Farmers Do a Thorough Piece
of Work at Qutlet of
Otter Tail.

Special to The Journal,

Fergus Falls, Minn,, May 13.—The dam
at the outlet of Ottertail lake was blown
up last night. A party of twenty-five
farmers congregated with axes, saws and
dynamite at 1:30 o’clock a. m., and did a
thorough piece of work.

The dam was put in by a company of
Fergus Falls men several years ago to
make the lake a storage reservoir and
give additional power for the dams here
during the low water stages in summer.
The farmers have always objected, as
they maintained It flooded their lands,
and have used dynamite on one or two
previous occasions, but never succeeded
in destroying fit. .

Its destruction will mean high water
when the flood reaches this city. Several
of those engaged in the work were recog-
nized, and prosecutions are likely to fol-
low.

" COATS ON TRIAL

Slayer of Braantz Is Confident of
Acquittal.
Special to The Jaurpral,

Minot, N. D., May 13.—A jury has been se-
lected for the Coats murder trial. _ Strong
testimony was introduced on the part of the
state tending to show that Coats was not in

last two days yet. The defendant is confi-
dent of acquittal,

o
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[T HAS NO
LEGAL STATU

The President’s Special Em-
bassy to Attend the
Coronation.

Even the Republican Senators
Agree With Mr. Bailey’s
Protest.

New York Sun §neclial Service
Chicago, May 13.—A special to the
Chronicle from Washington says: Sen-
ator Bailey's persistence in demanding a
constitutional investigation of the right
of the president to appoint a special em-
bassy to attend the coronation of King
REdward, or any other royal function in
Europe or elsewhere, has revealed a sin-

BINE
FORM

The United States Milling Co..
Properties Have All Been
Transferred.

The New Corporation Will
Be a Mere Holding
Company.

4

All of the property formeriy owned by
the United States Fleur Milling company,
which includes the = Consolidated com-
pany's mills and other plants in Minne-
apolis and elsewhere, has been formally
transferred to the Standard Milling com-
pany, Vice President Jacob Ames of the
United States company signing the deed

in Syracuse, N, Y., yesterday. This com-

AT ST. VINCENT, 1600 DEAD

The First Report From That Island Since
Sunday Materially Increases the
Number of Victims.

Castries, Island of St. Lucia, May 13.—
It is announced in advices received here
this morning (Tuesday) from the island of
8t. Vincent, British West Indies, that
1,600 persons have perished there since
the Soufriere volcano has been in erup-
tion.

This is the only news from 3t. Vincent:
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“FIRST AID TO THE INJURED.”
This Goes to Show That Uncle Sam’s Heart Is in the Right Place.
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gular upanimity of belief on the repub-
lican side to the effect that the president
has clearly transcended his powers under
the constitution.

Senator Lodge, who cannot be accused
of personal or partizan feeling on the
subject, admitted that this was so. Sen-
ator Spooner, after reading that section
of the constitution which empowers the
president to appoint ambassadors to for-
eign courts, made the same admission.

Other republican senators coincided
with Lodge and Spooner. They held that
Mr. Reid and his secretaries, General
Wilson and his aides and Admiral Wat-
son and his aides had no official standing.
The appointees do not represent the re-

public. They cannot be the personal rep-
resentative of the president, because the
president has no authority to delegate
representation to anybody. If their real
status should become known to the Eng-
lish authorities thelr prestige might take
a tumble which would leave them in a
most embarrassing poeltion.
Presumptively, Mr. Reid represents the
people of the United States, but, in fact,
his position is nothing more or less than
that of a distinguished sightseer, who has
been named by the president to attend the
coronation. He has no official standing
and can have none until the senate con-
firms his appointment. General Wilson
will go to London merely as a distin-
guished army officer and Admiral Watson
as a brave and resolute sailor, who holds
a big place in the profession of arms.
The president could improve the posi-
tion of his ambassadors by requesting the
senate to confirm their appointments, but
nobody in Washington belleves that he
will do anything of the sort, because it is
quita certain that If the appointments
were sent to the senate they would either
be held up indefinitely or rejected. The
président does not regard the attitude of
the republican senators with satisfaction.
He belleves that they should have stood
by the administration, right or wrong, and
upheld his power to appoint the special

ambaseadors and constitute them the
official representatives of the United
States.

That some republicans at least feel
deeply on this subject was disclosed when
Senator Allison explained that he visited
the state department and demanded from
Secretary Hay an explanation as to
whether the seeretary contemplated using
public funds at his disposal to pay any
part of the expenses of the embassy. Sec-
retary Hay assured him that no funds
would be drawn upon to pay any part of
the expenses. !

FROST PARDONED

The President Forgives an Officer in
Noyes' Court.

Washington, 'May 13.—The president has
granted a pardon'to C. A, S. Frost, who was
involved in the contempt proceedings in the.
United States court’ in San Francisco

which Judge Noyes was the prinel
was sentenced to one

,_

pletes the reorganization of the milling
interests owned by the combination. A.
C. Loring, as one of the receivers, signed
the deed last week and forwardede it east
for the signatures of the officers of the old
company. The members of the Standard
company will meet in New .York next
week and elect officers. George Urban,
Jr., of Buffalo, president of the old United
States Flour Milling company, ‘has been
asked to take the presidency of the new
concern.

The Standard company is financed on
more conservative lines than the old or-
ganization. It will perform the office of
a holding company, much on the same
lines as the United States Steel corpora-
tion, the various plants being operated by
legseas. The United States company en-

direct, a poliey which did not prove suc-
cessful. All of the constituent companies
of the United States Flour Milling ¢om-
pany are in the new concern, including
the Hecker-Jones-Jewell company of New
York, which was the subject of litigation
for some time. The nineteen mills are
located at Buffalo, Duluth, Superior,
West Superior, Minneapolis, Milwaukee,
Syracuse, Baldwinsville, New York,
Brooklyn and Jersey City. The total daily
capacity is about 50,000 barrels, and the
men connected with it say the new com-
pany is amply financed.

STRIKERS VOTE

Results of the Meetings of
the Locals Are Still
in Doubt.

f

Seranton, Pa., May 13.— Accurateg in-
formation Is not obtainable concerning
the results of the meetings of the mine-

workers’ local unions yesterday in every
district of the anthracite coal region to
iustruct delerates to the Hazelton con-
vention.

It is semi-officially stated. however,
that an unexpected anti-strike sentiment
has developed in some quarters, particu-
larly in the Lackawanna district. ~Of the
fortv-four locals in the Lackawanha fleld
it is €ald that twenty-nine instructed:
their delerates against a comtinuance of
the temporary strike. As there are 173

11ceals in the first district the vote of the

unions adjacent to 'the ciiy is not de-
cisive. = To-morrow, as frequently before,
President Mitchell's judgment may be’
thrown irto tie balance. He has said,
‘however, that he will do or say nql.hlnz
to influence the cdelegates. There are

D.‘nc-li v-o Paace

some who think that a umpromise will
ba' =t mr 1 {

deavored to operate most qf the mills]

deaths had occurred and that the volcano
was still elightly active.

NONE ESCAPED FROM ST. PIERRE

The Refugees Come From Towns in
the Vieinity. '

Paris, May 13.—An official dispatch re-
ceived by the minister for the colonies,
M. De Crals, to-day, says that the 460
refugees landed at Fort de France by the
French cable steamer Pouyer-Quertier,
were all from the village of Le Precheur,
near St. Pierre, and that the only inhab-
itants of St. Plerre who were saved were
thoze who left that town before 8 o'clock
on the morning of the disaster, Tuesday
last.

JAMES TAYLOR'S STORY

Experiences of an Officer of the

: Roraimn at St. Plerre.

New York, May 12.—James Taylor, who
was one of the officers of the Roraima,
‘the Quebec line steamship which was de-
stroyed in tbe harbor of St. Pierre, gives
a graphic story of the tragedy of last
Thursday, says a dispatch to the Hersld
from St. Kitts, Island of St. Christopher,
«B. W. L 2

“We experienced difficulty in getting
into port,” said he. ‘‘Appalling sounds
were issuing from the mountains behind
the town which were shrouded in dark-
ness. All the passengers were up and
some were trying to obtain photographs.

“Suddenly I heard a tremendous ex-
plosion.  Ashes began to fall thicker
upon +the deck and I could see a black

cloud eweening down upon us. I dived
below and dragging with, me Samuel
Thomas, a gangway man and fellow

countryman, sprang into a room, shut-
ting the door to keep out the heat that
was already unbearable.

“The ship rocked and I expected every
moment :hat it would rink. Outside I
heard a voice pleading for the door to be
opened. It was Scott, the first officer
ard I opened the door and dragged him
into the room.

“It soon became unbearably hot and I
went on deck. All about ou the shore
were the dead and dying. All aft the ship
was afire, and from the land came hlasts
of terrible heat. At last wheg I could
stand it no longer, I sprang overboard.
The water was almost hot enough to
parboil me, but a wave soon swept in
from %he ocean, bringing with it cool
water. ;

“1 was caught in the receding wave,
which was of tidal vcloeity amd was car-
ried out to sea. ) :
turn of the wave 1 was washed against an
d sloop, to which I clung. P

'A. few minuteslater 1 was
c ..h

since- Sunday, when it was said that 700

Then on the second re- | they submerge

In other

dreadful agony and kept begging piteously
to be put on board his ship.

“Plcking up some wreckage and a tool
chest I and five others who joined me
succeeded in forming a rude raft, on
which we placed the captain. Seeing an
upturned bcat I asked one of the five to
swim out to it and bring it over so that
Captain Muggah might have an oppor-
tunity to live. The man succeeded in
getting the boat righted, but instead ot
returning he vicked up two of his coun-
trymen and went away in the direction of
Fort de France.

“Seeing the Roddam, which had arrived
in port soon after we anchored, making
for the Roraima, I sald goodbye to Cap-
tain Muggah and swam to the Roddam.
Before I could reach her she burst into
flames and put out to sea. 1 finally
reached the Roraima about half past 2
o'clock in the afternoon, and later was
taken off by the cruiser Suchet.”

BATH OF BURNING GAS

Terrlhile Cauldron Into Which St.

Plerre Was Plunged.
New York Sun Special Servioe

Fort de France, Martinique, May 13.—
8t. Pierre was destroyed, not by lava
streams and not by showers of redhot
rocks, but by an all-consuming blast of
suffocating, poisonous, burning gases.

Death came to the inhabitants instant-
ly, It was not a matter of hours or min-
utes. It was a matter of seconds. They
did not burn to death. They died by
breathing flame, and their bodies were
burnedl afterward.

It is not merely true that no person in-
slde the limits of the town escaped, but
it is probably a literal fact that no person
lived long enough to take two steps to-
ward escape.

These facts, which will go on record as
the most astounding in the history of hu-
man catastrophes, have been practically
established by the investigations of yes-
terday and Sunday at the site of the eity,
helped out in slight degree by the scanty
testimony of the few tortured sufferers
on boats in the harbor who alone sur-
vived.

he manner of the annihilation of St.
Pierre is unigue in the history of the
world. Pompeii- was not a parallel, for
Pompeii was eaten up by demdniac rivers
of lava, and lava became its tomb. But
where St. Plerre once stood there is not
even a lava bed mow.

| 8t. Plerre,

terrible that many have actually died of
fright.

HE WILL NOT CREDIT IT

S§till Delieves the
Family Hasx Escaped.
New York Sun Special Servica

Young Prentis

received by the state department from
United States Consul Ayme at Gaudeloupe
announcing the death of United States
Consul Thomas T. Prentis and three mem-
bers of his family at St. Pierre as an es-
tablished fact, was recelved by James E.
Prentis, son offthe consul, yesterday in
a telegram from Secretary John Hay. The
young man’'s comment was:

“Until Consul Ayme cables that he has
seen the bodies I shall not believe that
they are dead. I shall cling to hope until
the last and not vainly, I think. They had
ample time to escape. Their latters to
relatives in the United States, which al-
ready have bezn published, show that they
must have heeded the warnings.™] am
sure that they have not perished. Why,
the very statement of Consul Ayme I8
given as coming from Governor Mouttet,
who himself was reported up to this even-
ing as having perished.”

The members of the family who were in
esides Consul Prentis, wera
Mrs. Prentis and their two daughters,
Miss May Prentis, 15 years of age, and
Miss Christine, 22 years old.

" A
STORIES OF SURVIVORS

Melancholy News Continues to Come
From Fort de France.

Fort de France, May 13.—The German
crulser Falke s dust arrived here.

Public linterest centers in the stories
of the survivors and in the efforts to suc-
cor the refugees. A woman named Lau-
rent, emploved as a servant at St. Pierre
and who was among those taken te the
hospital in this citz said that she heard
a loud report and thercupon fainted.
When she regained her senses she was
horribly burned Glaneing around she
saw two members of the Gabriel family
still alive, but they died before assistance
could reach them.

Mme. Laurent, who lived for some time
after (being taken to the hospital and
was conseicus while under the care of
the physicians, died without being able
to impart any additional informatien.

The city is gone
from the earth ,

When the c;lble_ repair ship Pouyer-

Chicago, May 13.—News of a cablegram

Minneapolis to Aid

in_Martinique Relief

Minneapolis will do her part toward s
vivors of the awful catastrophe of Martin

may contribute for this work of humanity.
city to-day, but one or both will be here
of the public are still warm. Already th
to co-operate in the work of relief; other
will do thelr share.

Shevlin have been named by President Roosevelt to receive funds which this elty

uccoring the destitute and suffering sur-
ique. Thomas Lowry and Thomas H.

Both these gentlemen are out of the
to guide the work while the sympathies
e Minneapolis millers have taken steps
Minneapolis interests and individuals

The half-dead victims who escaped on
the Roddam or were brought here by the
Suchet talked of a “hurricane of flame”
that had come upon them. It now ap-
pears that that phrase was no flgure of
speech, but a literal statement of what
happened.

A Bath of Burning Gas,

There are bodies lying in the streets of
of the city —or rather on the ground
where streets once were, for in many
places it is impossible to trace the line
between streets and building sites—to
which death came so suddenly that the
smiles on the faces did not have time to
change to the lines of agony.

That does not mean death by burning,
though the bodies have been charred and
half consumed, nor does it mean suffoca-
tion, for suffocation is slow, It can mean
only the bath of burning fumes into which
the city was plunged affected the victims
like a terribly wvirulent poison when the
first whiff - of the gases entered their
lungs.

There are many of the victims who died
with their hands to their mouths. That
one motion of the arm was probably -the
only one that they made before they be-
came unconscious. Others fell to their
faces and died with their lips pressed into
the earth.

There was no time to run, perhaps no
time even to cry out, no time to breathe
a prayer. It was as if St. Plerre had
been just dipped into an immense white-
hot furnace and then eet out to cool.
Mont Pelee went sputtering on, but that

made no longer any difference. In the
city all life was destroyed.
Every combustible thing was burned.

Animal bodles, full of molsture, glowed
awhile and then remained charred wrecks,
Wood and other easily combustible things
burned to ashes.

On the ground lay the bodies, amidst
heaps of hot mud, heaps of gleaming
ashes and piles of volcanic stones. That
was all.

That St. Plerre and the strip of coast
to the north and south of it were burned
in an instant was probably due to the
first break in the mountain coming on
its western side and immediately above
them, though the direction of the wind
may have had a little to do with it.

In this way one can understand how the
mountain resort of Morne Rouge, where
about 600 people were staying, escaped
annihilation.

Rocks and dust and boiling mud fell
upon it, no doubt harming it, but they
did not destroy it, for it was out of the
pathway of the first awful blast.,

The Rivers of Lava.

Since Thursday, beginning indeed imme-
dlately after the firet explosion, the Mont
Pelee has been sending lava streams in
many directlons. They have filled the
ravines and followed river courses and
made thelr way to the sea. They have
done great destruction, but most of the
inhabitants in their course have had some
chance at least to escape.

From Le Precheur around the northern
end of the island, to Grande Riviere, Ma-
couba, and perhaps to Grande Amee, di-
rectly across the island from St. Pierre,
the lava has been flowing. Great crevasses
are opening from time to time in the hills,
The earth is undulating llke waves. Rlv-
ers are thrown out of their courses by the
change in land levels. In some places
the land lmu! form ]::k&s.

places they are licked up ]
‘that flows on them and turns them to

Quertier, Captain Thirion, started on her
mission of mercy she had tec pass through
clouds of burning cinders at the risk of
catchirg fire to reach the terror-stricken
people aslore. But she succeeded in
bringing to tkis port 456 people, mainly
former residents of the village of Le
Precheur. This was on Saturday last.
Sihce then the steamer as the result of
other daring trips has succeeded in bring-
ing many other persons to Fort de France.
On Sunday she rescued 923 persons, and
piloted tbe French cruiser Suchet and the
Danish cruiser Valkyrien, who took on
board 1,500.

The Pouver-Quertier has distributed to
the sufferers large quantities of biscuits,
milk, wine and cheese. The specie in the
public treasury at St. Pierre is still
buried under a layer of lava about six to
eight meters thick.

The path of the voleanic torrent which
swept over St. Pierre is marked out in a
strange mauner. The vicinity of the shore
where vessels anchored was swept by a
whirlwind of volcanic gas, which ripped,
tore and shattered everything in its pass-
age, but left few traces of cinders be-
hind. On the other hand, the fort, center
and adjoining parts of St. Plerree are
buried under a thick layver of cinders,
which consumed evervthing beneath it

LOADING THE DIXIE

Stores Are Being Taken Aboard the
Transport To-any.

New York, May 13.—The United States
steamer Dixie began loading stores for
the Martinique sufferers to-day. The
work will be done as rapidly as possible.
The 320,000 allotted to the quartermas-
ters’ department was spent for women's
and children's clothing and for tents.

Major L. J. Brainerd, of the subsistence
department, has expended $75,000 for food
supplies.  There will be over 400 toms,
ccnsisting of tea, rice, coffee, codfish, hard
bread, chicken soup, evaporated milk, ba-
con, salt, sugar, vinegar and Dpepper.
About $5,000 worth of medicines also will
be taken.

The French chamber of commerce of
this city has raised $3,000 which will be
gent direct to Martinique.

NO GRASS

Baltic Provinces of Russia
Suffer From Drought
and Frost.

St. Petersburg, May
ceived here from the Baltic provinces

greatly damaged the winter sowings. Thus
far there is no trace of grass and the
peasants are reduced to feeding their
stock on rotten straw taken from the
roofs of the cottages. -
Enormous crowds of starving peasants
are flocking to Moscow from the central
provinces, in search of means of exist»
ence. Half a dozen freight trains, each
carrying some 1,500 persons, are dis-
patched daily from Riazan, about a hum-
dred miles from Miscow in addition to
the ordinary trafic. The railroad station
‘at Riazan is Iinadequate to hold the refu-
ees and the wretched crowds bivouac in

13.— Advices Te-

show that the drought and frosts have

n air, suffering from rain, coid and
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