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WATER ROUTES AND RAIL ROUTES 
iThe s tronges t opposition to an i s thmian 

canal has a l w a y s come from t h e t rans 
cont inental rai lway companies . For 
y e a r s they have exerted al l sor ts of influ
e n c e s t o retard) t h e inevitable day when 
t h e i s thmus wi l l toe pierced They have 
supposed, indeed, i t has appeared to them 
w i t h ax iomat ic force, that a canal would 
be inimical t o the ir business Interests . 
Yet i t s eems that if the managers of these 
rai lways had. been a l i t t l e more famil iar 
wi th the h is tory of transportation or had 
studied the quest ion instead of taking a 
conclusion for granted, their course would 
have been different 

In the July Engineer ing Magazine, Mr, 
S A Thompson shows conclusively, by 
the experience of m a n y nations, that the 
development of w a t e r w a y s and the i n 
crease of traffic o n t h e m Is accompanied 
(by increased traffic on the rai lways This 
fact i s wel l understood by some American 
ra i lway men The representat ives of al l 
l ines east of the Mississippi testified b e 
fore the canal commiss ion that an 
•isthmian canal would increase their busi
nes s . It m a y be remarked in passing, 
tha t one of the grea tes t mis takes in 
judgment Mr J J Hi l l h a s ever made has 
been in h is conclusion that an isthmian 
canal would, mean l i t t le to the interior of 
the United S ta tes Yet if i t vast ly in 
creases the rai lway traffic across the con
t inent , leading to the increase of equip
m e n t and the building of new l ines , i t can 
n o t but have a beneficial effect on the 
Interest of the people of the interior. 
The great seductions on coarse material 
freight from c o a s t t o coast , which wi l l 
fo l low the construct ion of a canal, wil l so 
s t imulate manufacturing, commerce and 
bus iness on both coas t s that the products 
and commodit ies of the interior wil l be in 
much greater demand than now 

But to return tb iMr Thompson's art ic le . 
H e offers and fair ly proves the paradox 
t h a t whi l e competing water ways tend to 
lower rail freign rates , the best thing that 
could happen t o every rai lway s y s t e m in 
the United States would o e to have every 
mi lo of roadway paral le led by a waterway, 
'xlf the managers of the transcontinental 
ra i lways ," he says , "were real ly awake 
to their own interests , instead of oppos
i n g an i s thmian canal they, would use all 
their influence in i t s favor " So certain 
i s Mr Thompson of the correctness of h is 
v few that he s a y s t h a t if congress should 
fail to a c t t h e transcontinental rai lways 
ought to build the canal t h e m s e l v e s a s a 
cold-blooded; money-making proposition. 

Mr Thompson c i t e s some interest ing 
figures. Improvements o n the River 
Elbe in Bohemia increased water traffic 
five-fold, but traffic on competing rai l 
w a y s increased st i l l more largely, and 
t h e dividends on t h e main l ine from 
Templitz to Auss ig rose to 16 per cent 
per annum. A report of a committee of 
the s e n a t e of France shows that out of 
l£(f w a t e r w a y s enumerated in the s t a t i s 
t i c s of in land navigation, only 73 had, in 
1887, a traffic of m o r e than 70,000 mi le -
tons , and every one of these w a s in c lose 
proximity t o railroads, -while the North
ern rai lway company, whose sys t em trav
e r s e s a reg ion conta in ing 43 per cen t of 
t h e boat ing capacity of France, w a s the 
only one tha t w a s n o t obliged to cal l upon 
the government to pay the interes t guar 
anteed upon i t s stock 

Among t h e German i l lustrations cited 
by Mr. Thompson i s that of traffic on 
t h e River Main from Mayence t o Frank
fort. River improvement revolted in an 
Increased water traffic of 64 per cent 
In 1S87, and 42 per cent in 1888. The 
traffio on the competing rai lways doubled 
In the nex t t e n years , though during 
those years they had water competit ion, 
a s compared wi th a practical monopoly 
of transportation before that t ime. 

Reference i s m a d e / a l s o to the practice 
- o f the German government, which takes 

a part of the profits from the s ta te ra i l 
w a y l ines to build carta's and improve 
rivers . If the government thought i t was 

going t o reduce t h e national revenues 
from the rai lways by extending water 
transportation sy s t ems It i s pretty cer
tain that i t would not do i t But the 
German government knows from long 
experience that to promote water traf
fic i s tp Increase rail traffic and, hence, 
the s ta te revenues . The French gov
ernment arrived at the same conclusion 
long ago. S ixteen years ago a French 
senate committee said' 

"In procuring for manufacture cheap trans
portation for coal and raw materials, they 
(waterways) create freights whose subsequent 
transportation gives profits to the railroads," 

Is that not sound? Much bulky freight 
i s never moved where there i s only rai l 
way transportation. But introduce the 
much cheaper water transportation and 
that bulky freight Is moved, (manufac
tured Into art ic les which, because of their 
Increased value end decreased bulk, b e 
come better adapted to rai l than water 
transportation. 

Have w o not a splendid i l lustrat ion of 
th i s fact in great lakes' navigat ion? The 
railroads could never move the vas t t o n 
nage of coal, ore and grain and flour 
that the boats do Lake navigat ion has 
made the northwest N ine - t enths of the 
traffic through the "Soo" Is in raw m a 
terials From that transportat ion of raw 
materials have come such a development 
of new country, such a population growth 
and such mult ipl ic i ty of manufactures 
and extens ion of bus iness re lat ions that 
the very rai lways that parallel the great 
lakes have difficulty In handling the im
mense traffic that freely goes to them, 
notwithstanding lake transportation. The 
worst thing that could happen t o those 
rai lways would be the drying up of the 
lakes or the destruction of the fleets 
that navigate them. 

From these considerations i t Is plain 
that the day of inland navigat ion i s far 
from past. W e are apt to scoff a t Mis s i s 
sippi navigation up here , but the day i s 
coming when the old river wil l bear far 
more freight t h a n i t -ever did in the days 
of i t s glory when i t w a s the only passen
ger a s wel l a s freight route to a n im
mense region 

Mr. Bryan appeals to a l l democrats t o 
put none lout "tried and t rue" m e n on 
guard. That, of course, l e t s in Mr Bry
a n , h e h a s b e e n "tr ied"—tr ied twice. 

THE PASSING OF SPOONER 
The probable ret irement of Senator John 

C Spooner of Wiscons in from the senate , 
through the act ion of the Wisconsin re 
publican convention, i s t h e untoward re 
sult of a curious effect of s ta te o n na
tional polit ics. Senator Spooner i s a s 
generally admired in Wiscons in a s Sena
tor Nelson i s in Minnesota. Though he 
and Governor La Fo l l e t t e have not been 
friendly most La F o l l e t t e candidates for 
places in the s ta te convention assured the 
people that they were for Spooner, as we l l 
aB La Fol le t te And they honest ly were 
But they w e r e a l so for a principle or 
principles—election and taxat ion r e f o r m -
to which Senator Spooner i s inferential ly 
opposed and h i s c loses t friends emphat
ical ly opposed. J o beat these principles 
those fr iends, without protes t from the 
senator, used the weight of h i s name. 

At the convent ion the s ta lwarts argued 
for unconditional indorsement of the sen
ator on tfye ground that a s a leading 
United States senator h e has nothing t o 
do w i t h s ta te polit ics , and should be r e 
turned to t h e s e n a t e b y - a grateful and 
admiring const i tuency, regardless of h i s 
personal v i e w s on s ta te ques t ions To 
this the La Fo l l e t t e men replied that if 
Senator Spooner wished to be considered 
a national polit ical character, a s t a t e s 
man, he must not meddle w i t h s ta te pol
i t ics e i ther a c t i v e l y or pass ively . They 
said that he had so meddled, and they de
s ired to have the meddl ing stopped. If 
h is friends would stop i t of their own i n 
i t iat ive, iSpooner would be emphatical ly 
indorsed and renominated without con
dit ion. Though that meddling was in op
pos i t ion to the pledged policy of the party, 
which w a s about to renew i t s a l leg iance 
t o that pol icy , in the m o s t unmistakable 
language , th is offer, the s ta lwarts , unable 
to s ee that a new pol i t ical age i s dawning 
in Wisconsin, declined. Under the circum
stances the La Fo l l e t t e men thought they 
must Insist on putt ing Senator Spooner 
personal ly on record or out out of the 
running. 

A paral lel case in Minnesota would have 
been afforded had Senator iNelson, say, 
opposed Governor Van Sant's ant i -merger 
campaign and used the federal officials 
of the s tate to beat the governor. Sup
pose then, after having permitted his 
friends bitterly t o combat the gov
ernor, Senator Nelson, wel l - l iked and r e 
spected a s he is , had come Into the Van 
Sant convention and a s k e d for uncon
ditional indorsement. Would he have g o t 
i t ' W e suspect not. 

famine when t h e n e w crop movement 
ge t s we l l under way. Another year of 
large earnings wi l l enable the rai lroads 
to continue the policy of heavy expendi
tures for betterment s o characterist ic of 
the pas t two years . 

T h e iron men are having the same herd 
t ime of it caused by the difficulties of s e 
curing adequate supplies of raw material , 
especial ly fuel. But from the standpoint 
of demand and maintenance of prices , con 
dit ions are favorable. T h e pressure for 
prompt del ivery of s tructural iron i s as 
heavy a s ever, and agricultural imple
ment makers are. constant ly in the mar
ket. 

/The production of white pine lumber i s 
keeping pace w i t h la s t year, the June cut 
showing a moderate increase. Increas
ing act iv i ty in building has the effect to 
s t imulate demand. The leading staples 
are firm, cotton goods, leather goods and 
wool showing Increasing strength. A 
heavy fall trade Is expected in a l l the 
Jobbing l ines . 

Sensat ional performances were w i t 
nessed in the grain markets . In Chicago 
July corn declined 25c from t h e top figures 
fol lowing the winding up of the "corner " 
NowMt i s c la imed that July oat s have 
•been cornered a l so and from t h e fact that 
oa t s touched the remarkable figure of 
57%c there would s e e m t o be manipula
t ion of some kind going on. 

In t h e local market the scarcity of good 
mi l l ing wheat , coupled w i t h bull manipu
lat ion ran July up over 80c, and as cash 
wheat of the contract grade commands a 
premium, there were s a l e s of N o 1 north
ern off t h e tables a t 81c. W e l l might it 
be wished that t h e s e prices would rule 
for the coming crop and poss ibly they will , 
tout w i t h t h e present crop promise the 
country over and t h e favorable indica
t ions in t h e northwest September wheat 
now rules about 10c under July. x 

The heavy dividend distr ibutions mark
ing the c lose of the first half of t h e y e a r 
produced no money stringency. The finan
c ia l sky i s clear. T h e »tock market wi t 
nessed t h e heav ies t trading for some 

-months, sa l e s on several days running In 
excess of a mi l l ion shares , and this on an 
advancing scale , special s trength being 
noted in t h e shares of ra i lroads that 
stand t o benefit by t h e good crop outlook 
In t h e wes t 

Minneapol is had another act ive week, 
and "shows up w i t h thank c lear ings of 
§12,170,606 or an increase of 22 1 per cent 
over the corresponding week last year. 

The Great Northern has yielded to "the 
importunit ies of the good roads' people 
and wil l furnish the train for the trans
portation of the ir road-making outfit 
through the northwest . The railroad wil l 
never have occasion to regret incurring 
the expense involved. At the same t ime 
i ts public spirit wi l l he appreciated all 
along the l ine. 

It was a case of sugar beat w i t h those 
Michigan congressmen that were refused 
nominations . 

THE WEEK IN BUSINESS 
Gratifying, indeed, aro the developments 

of the ipast few days in t h e industrial 
world Ushered in by a labor s i tuat ion 
worse than a t any previous t ime th i s year, 
the week began w i t h the business horizon 
heavily clouded. A t inge of pess imism 
was beginning t o co lor the financial news . 
Discouragement w a s manifes t over the 
cont inued unset t l ement in labor circles , 
the increasing number of s tr ikes , and the 
bi t terness shown, in t h e c o n t e s t s being 
•waged T h e n at the lowest point came a 
t i r n for the better, and the week c loses 
•ft 1th the prospect more favorable than for 
some t ime. 

T h e country st i l l has in the coal m i n 
ers' s t r i k e r s labor controversy of mag
nitude, remaining a s a handicap to bus i 
ness . But wi th the Alabama coal miners 
going back t o the i r work, the freight 
handlers' s tr ike in Chicago brought t o an 
end, and the refusal of the soft coal min
ers t o join t h e anthracite men in a s y m 
pathet ic strike, the whole labor s ituation 
shows decided improvement. The effect 
of t h i s has been shown 4n an increasing 
feel ing of hopefulness and confidence. 

The country i s jus t enter ing upon the 
new crop year. Wes tern railroads are 
preparing for the heavier traffic to come 

^Spring wheat i s jus t tbeginning to turn 
into the milk and t h e m o s t critical period 
has y e t to he passed, hut a splendid crop 

^i3 in s ight tor the northwest anu nothing 
but a n unforeseen ca lamity can prevent 
i t s fruition. T h e winter w h e a t tonnage 
will * e heavy, there i s an immense acre

a g e in corn and the south has the promise 
of a bountiful yield of cot ton. Indeed, 
there i s a lready some talk In transporta
t ion circles of t h e probability of a car 
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MB. TAWNET'S ARGUMENT 
T h e J o u r n a l publishes e l sewhere 

to-day a detai led argument against reci
procity wi th Cuba, wr i t ten by Congress
man James A Tawriey and published first 
in t h e Chicago Record-Herald. Mr T a w -
ney as a leader of the ant i -rec iproci ty 
fight Is a s able a s any one e l se t o g i v e 
a full account of the subject from the 
standpoint of the beet sugar advocates 
As T h e J o u r n a l wishes i t s readers 
t o be acquainted with both s ides of t h i s 
controversy i t g lad ly reproduces *what Mr. 
Tawney has t o say. 

To comment briefly on h i s paper N o 
one denies that Cuba w a s comparatively 
prosperous las t winter . The crop w a s be
ing prepared in expectat ion that the 
United States would keep Its reciprocity 
promise. Natural ly , laborers were gener
al ly employed. The construct ion of ra i l 
ways , a temporary 'Work, of course, gave 
employment to many thousands of men. 

T h e reduction of the tariff on -Cuba 
sugar was n o t expected t o benefit Ameri 
cans direotly. It w a s expected to in 
crease great ly the trade of th i s country 
with Cuba, and tha t would"benefit Ameri
cans. 

If a reciprocal tariff reduction of 20 
per cent, the reduction authorized by the 
high protective (Dingley tariff itself, i s a n 
essent ia l blow a t the protect ive policy, 
th^n the whole reciprocity scheme is in 
conflict with the protect ive system, and 
the sooner the republican party ceases t o 
try to ride s imultaneously two such i n 
compatible s t eeds the better 

Mr Tawney sneers a t" the proposition 
as one to give industrial prosperity to a 
foreign country. Viewed only In that 
l ight, i t i s better than his plan of taking 
hard money out of the United States 
treasury to pay to the government of a 
foreign country without any returns what
ever in trade to the people of t h i s coun
try 

A s to the s tatement that i t would pre
vent the further development of the beet 
p g a r industry in t h i s country, we may 
say tha t the sugar trust s e e m s to be 
quite wi l l ing to buy bee t sugar mi l l s and 
start others and take the chances on the 
future As to the ant i - trus t argument, 
the moment the beet sugar people become 
swel led up wi th prosperity they wil l have 
a trust as s trong as that of the refiners 
As the i r sugar i s sold at the price fixed 
by the refiners, we fail to see what ben
efit the consumer g e t s out of beet sugar. 

W e deny that reciprocity with Cuba 
seeks an exchange of Cuban products at 
the expense of American industr ies . On 
the contrary, we be l i eve that i t wi l l gen
eral ly benefit them, and that the beet 
sugar industry can and wil l continue t o 
enjoy abundant prosperity with the 20 
per cent reduction Mr. Oxnard h a s told 
us that there i s money In beet sugar, with 
the tariff absolute ly abolished, not only 
a s against Cfuba, hut a s against the 
world 

If the sugar producing capacity of Cuba 
i s pract ical ly unl imited, as iMr. Tawney 
Bays i t i s , and ye t Cuban sugar can be 
produced cheaper than bee t sugar in the 
United Sta tes , we must , we consumers, if 
we stand wi th him, consent to pay for
ever a bonus to our beet sugar men, once 
their capacity i s equal to the demands 
of the domestic market. The only excuse 
for a protect ive tariff on sugar i a the 
hope that t h e t i m e will come when w e 
can produce all the sugar we need as 
cheap or cheaper than the Cubans or 
other peoples. 

If Mr. Tawney w a s In favor of the Payne 
bill with the Morris amendment, w h y 
didn't h e vo te for i t when he had a 
chance, instead of against i t» 

Final ly , Mr. Tawney's frank argument 
against a l l forms of reciprocity wi th Cuba 
i s a n interest ing commentary on the 
plank he helped shape at Washington, 
which was brought to the Minnesota r e -

mwr^F9m^w^^' 
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publican convention by Congressman 
Stevens, a plank that alleged that it fa
vored reciprocity with Cuba. 

The Minneapolis Journal has been troubled 
with spasms eyer since the republican state 
convention, owing to the'fortunate fact that 
the convention didn't see fit to sit down on 
the Minnesota delegation In congress. The 
fact that the platform indorsed President 
Roosevelt shows that the papers thus bent 
on finding fault and, kicking up dissension 
in the ranks are not sincere —Hokah Chief. 

Who i s kicking up dissension? The 
people who flimflammed the convention, or 
those who object to that sort of treat 
ment? And a s for s incerity, where is 
sincerity t o be found? T h e J o u r n a l 
did no t favor s i t t ing down on the del
egation, a s i t s columns wil l show, but it 
does object to permitt ing the delegation 
to write the platform in Washington in 
such a way as i t might seem at first to be 
an indorsement of the president when i t 
was real ly intended t o be a n apology for 
the delegation. The manly, square thing 
t o do w a s to indorse the delegat ion and. 
say nothing about the president, or to 
Indorse the president o n Cuban reci
procity and say nothing aboutthe opposi
t ion of t h e delegation. Everybody knows 
that both could not he Indorsed and an 
attempt t o do i t has made the repub
lican party of the state ridiculous before 
the people and the press of the country 

u i w u m u i i i i i i i i m m n i i n n i l m oxen 

The Nonpareil Man 
" • • • Tffl 

C a r n a l l y O b s e r v e d . 
The eajoon is the poor man's club 

uses it on his wife 
He 

THAT ANTI-TRUST CONFERENCE 
It Is rumored that t h e czar's proposed 

-anti-trust conference, t o which our gov
ernment h a s not a s ye t (been invited, is 
designed to bring about a (European com
bination t o fight the United States with 
trade-obstruct ing tariffs t o keep Ameri 
cana out of w h a t Europe regards her 
trade preserves . ^ 

The czar i s said to be displeased w i t h us 
because Secretary Gage, last year, drew 
the countervalllngr duty on a -few ship
loads of Russian beet sugar, because 
there w a s reason t o bel ieve that 
It w a s bounty-fed sugar. However that 
may he, w e have toeen se l l ing to Russia 
more machinery andi other art ic les than 
before the l evy ing of the countervail ing 
duty, afcout which there w a s such a fuss. 
The s tory of a great European combina
t ion aga ins t us , including Great Britain, 
has (been put afloat before. The Aus-
tr lans a n d Germans have been making 
most of t h e threats , hut t h e people of 
both countries keep o n (buying our goods. 
In Berlin and i n Vienna there have been 
opened by enterpris ing Americans hand
some s h o e s t o r e s on the American plan, 
which are much frequented by the people. 
Nobody Is refusing to (buy our goods if 
the prices su i t them. Since the South Af
rican w a r closed, Johannesburg merchants 
are sending more orders t o New1 York 
than they are t o London. 

Great Britain i s not y e t fixed) s o tha t 
she c a n dispense wi th the food supplies 
she g e t s from t h i s country. She recently 
found that she w a s wast ing t ime contem
plat ing t h e ir idescent dream of a n im-
perlol zol lverein, whereby 'Mr. Chamber
la in proposed t o ©hut out the other na
t ions from Britain and her colonies and 
enjoy a l l the trade which could be 
squeezed o u t of the, co lonies . The pro
posed o r rumored European combinat ion 
against u s is not>fpractlcable a s a m o v e 
m e n t en hloc. r & 

Americans are perfect ly wi l l ing that 
Europe shal l try t h e rumored tariff com
bination. It wtlTaiot wbrk except a s a 
boomerang. I t w J t i W i t h a t Individual 
governments 4n Eiirb^e can reduce our 
export trade by hos t i l e tariff legis lat ion, 
but that wi l l only has t en <the day w h e n we 
shall find It necessary t o fo l low McKin-
ley's advice and reduce or remove tariff 
duties which are demonstrably unneces
sary, and amplify instead of l o s e any of 
our export trade. Of course, if w e mean 
t o keep o n conquering trade worlds, we 
shal l have t o avoid be ing (betrayed into 
such wrechedly "stupid proceedings a s 
characterized t h e treatment b y congress 
of the Cuban reciprocity measure . 

Michigan, supposed t o have been one of 
the strongholds of Insurgency, i s turning 
down her congressmen for their antag
onism to the president in h i s pol icy of 
Cuban reciprocity. Three and possibly 
four of the congressional delegat ion have 
been defeated for renominatlon on that 
i ssue. And, ye t , Michigan i s one of the 
chief beet sugar s t a t e s of the country. 
It i s n o t a l i t t le refreshing to find such 
a s trong sent iment In Michigan and N e 
braska In favor1 of keeping promises and 
discharging moral obligations, even when 
to do s o may threaten a s l ight local 
sacrifice. 

This morning's Tribune has an editorial 
that absolutely convinces u s that the J J. 
Hi l l merger, a s a bus iness organization, 
beats to smithereens the United S t a l e s 
Steel corporation idea Some people, 
however, might not be s o eas i ly convinced 
when they find that the gross earnings 
of the merger were compared wi th t h e 
net earnings of t h e s tee l company. 

Boers pass ing through N e w York from 
Bermuda e n route to their homes in 
South Africa seem* to have accepted the 
result of t h e w a r in South Afr ica ' in much 
the same spir i t that the confederates ac
cepted t h e result of the civil war. That 
spirit means permanent peace and even
tual good wil l between al l white* men in 
South Africa. 

Burke O'Brien must pay a $25 fine for 
tipping off to gamblers the fact that 
warrants «had been issued for their arrest , 
and doing it whi le a police officer. Burke 
i s l ikely to find th i s unpleasant fact 
somewhat of a n embarrassment to h is 
future polit ical aspirations. 

Japan want s t o * u y t h e Phil ippines 
That country ought v to have spoken a 
l i t t le sooner. W e might have sold her a 
war, but hardly the Phil ippines, wi th 
peace restored. 

ONLY R E L I A B L E P R O P H E C Y 
Brooklyn Eagle 

The gipsy who did not predict that King 
Edward would come near to" the throne, but 
would never be crowned, has been discov
ered. She i s now engaged in revising or 
reversing what otihers say she said, but 
which she says she did not say Thus, again, 
are we made to realize the soundness of the 
advice, "Never prophesy unless you know." 

> 1>ID I T lAGAttT r 
Austin Transcript. 

The Minneapolis Journal acain showed Its 
marvelous ability to cover news by Its ample 
and interesting reports of—the national edu
cational meetings The reports were so full 
and complete that they were'of > interest to 
the general reader who was not In attend
ance* 

A solemn gentleman named Professor Guth
rie with a strong accent on the "professor" 
has discovered that the lack of gaiety in the 
American character drives our citizens to 
drink, and he is reported as recommending 
farce comedy and humorous plays as a cure 
for the liquor habit The farce comedy that 
has been seen of late years has "been the «a-
loon's best assistant 

The mayor of Chicago has ordered the 
"music halls" on the iNorth Side to close 
From what has been said of (them, they 
ought to close on the other,three sides, too. 

Burke O'Brien, who tipped the gamblers re
garding an impending raid, will have to pay 
his fine—unless he can persuade the supreme 
court that it Is in error 

Russia has just made a proposal to control 
the trusts The czar must have /been putting 
in his coal. 

Japan is willing to buy the Philippines if 
Uncle Sam wants to sell If they are dis
posed off by all means let us throw in the 
Moros and a couple of revolutions for good 
measure 

A St Paul child fell three stories t o a 
board sidewalk without breaking anything 
The sidewalk inspector decided not to bring 
suit for damages 

Two Wisconsin stalwarts met in Milwaukee 
yesterday and agreed that if they could find 
the "•Mick that threw the Brick" they would 
have him arrested 

I do not know when a more exciting and 
thrilling melodrama has torn and wracked 
the galleries than the blood curdling "Lost in 
Nebraska," now holding the (boards at the 
Empirian Fannie Carles* conception of the 
character of Lady Agnes who comes from her 
ancestral estates of Cedarcroft iManor House 
in England to take <up 160 acres in the wilds 
of Nebraska, is everything that one oould ask 
in its thrilling intensity Mention was made 
in this column yesterday of the cyclone 
seene, showing how the high born lady could 
adapt herself tp circumstances 

The play opens with Lady Agnes leaving 
Omaha an the dead of winter for her claim 
As the roadS are snowed under the heroine 
buys an ice yacht with skis for runners, 
loads it with her goods and starts off over 
the prairie at a rattling pace amid the cheers 
of the people As she disappears in the dis
tance the notes of her grand piano are heard. 
To relieve the tedium of the long iceboat trip 
across snowy Nebraska, (Lady Agnes has un
packed her instrument and set it up on the 
iceboat. 

Arrived at Broken Bow, the lady finds that 
Rainbow Pete, the King of the Bad Lands, 
holds her claim In adverse possession and has 
no intention of giving it up The delicate 
and diplomatic way In which the lady handles 
the cowboy is delightfully brought out by 
Miss Carles' conception of Lady Agnes' char
acter And when she shoots the bowie kmre 
from between his teeth and entangles him 
in his own lariat while the lord high chan
cellor of (England, jwho has come out to visit 
his old name in her new home, stands aghast 
in the doorway, the gallery rises to the occa
sion with a loud whoop of joy Afterwards 
when (Rainbow (Pete turns loose the Indians 
on the heroine of Broken Bow, and the 
cyclone carries her away Just in time to 
escape from their savage clutches, the in
terest becomes intense 

When the cyclone drops the party on Mr 
Bryan's farm, the four part song sung by 
Lady (Agnes, soprano, the Lord High Chan
cellor, basso, Mr. Bryan and Dr Bixby, tenor 
and barytone respectively, with full orches
tral accompaniment and full chorus, is a very 
taking feature "Lost In Nebraska" runs the 
rest of the week at popular prices. Next 
week, •"The Song of the Sparrow, or The 
Si wash's (Revenge " 

T H E MINNESOTA P L A T F O R M 
Faribault Republican—The platform does 

not come fully up to the sentiment of the 
people 01 Cuban reciprocity, as it embraces 
a straddle •> designed to let OUT congressmen 
down easily from support of the insurgent 
position 

Watertown, S D , Public Opinion—The re
publicans of Minnesota made a grand strad
dle on the Cuban reciprocity question They 
Indorsed the president's policy and warmly 
commended him for the stand be has taken. 
Then they turned around and eulogized the 
state delegation In congress which opposed 
the president's policy. r 

Anoka Union—It's a measly shame that 
the Minnesota republican platform should be 
prepared in Washington to suit our two 
senators and seven representatives, and a 
damnable shame that the delegates in con
vention assembled should vote to adopt it. 
Humiliating indeed that the republicans of 
this state are not able to prepare a platform 
themselves -one In accord with their senti
ments 

Granite Falls Journal—We should have 
liked to have seen a more clear-cut resolution 
in favor of the president's policy as regards 
Cuba than was passed by the republican- con
vention 

Orookston Timet-Minnesota reiublicai?s,ln 
state convention contrived to saddle upon 
their party a cowardly subterfuge plank in 
regard to Cuban reciprocity The plank is 
an ostensible indorsement of Presldant Roose
velt's contention for reciprocity and an ac
tual approval of the position taken by Min
nesota's insurgent congressional delegation in 
opposition to reciprocity The plank does 
not represent the party in this state, which 
is heartily in favor of an Immediate dis^ 
charge of our obligations to Cuba The con
vention had done better had it frankly con
demned the failure of congress to act in this 
matter and pledged the party to relief for 
Cuba at the earliest possible moment 

Owatonna Chrcnicle—The conditions under 
which the platform was adopted, anc1 the "wide 
advertisement of the ridiculous mistake with 
T^gird to the meaning of a portion of it leaves 
the platform, however good It may be in most 
respects, without force as an expression Df 
the republicans of Minnesota It has become 
more a joke than a dignified symposium of 
M'nnesota republican opinion Its weight and 
effect were Tisked and lost for the sake of a 
certain object—the saving of the congres
sional delegation from the inferred criticism 
which would have been contained in an In
dorsement of the president's views on Cuban 
reciprocity—and it did not achieve that ob^ 
ject after all. 

Preston Tiraes-^The Minneapolis^ Journal 
talks out In meeting and pronounces'that part 
of the state republican platform, referring to 
the Cuban question, as a "miserable and 
cowardly straddle',, "poor politics," "weak, 
pusillanimous." etc But, Mr Journal, what 
was a poor man to do? President Roosevelt 
is a good republican, so are our representa
tives in congress They have taken opposite 
ground on the Cuban question and the oom-
mendl'ig of one would amount tq a vote of 
censure pn the others Such a course could 
not reasonably be expected from ihe politi
cians who dictata the policy of our modern 
conventions, hence the "straddle ' ' • T h e 
J o u r n a l and the Times are at variance 
on this Cuban proposition, the former being 
a strong adherent of the president, while we 
have pinned our faith on our congressional 
delegation Both papers have expressed 
themselves freely on the subject and neither 
can be accused of straddling but then con
ducting a paper and running a convention are 
two different propositions—on© is supposed 
to take a definite stand, the other can con
tent Itself with a "Btraddle," especially when 
a matter of party policy, on which there is a 
wide divergence of opinion, Is the Issue, 

ONES GOOD R E S U L T E X P E C T E D 
Philadelphia Ledger V 

Whatever may be> the outcome of the 
miners' strike, it promises t o ihave perma
nently useful results in the inauguration of 
a system of (burning soft coal with little or 
no smoke. Vast quantities of this fuel will 
be used, even after the use t>f anthracite 
has been resumed, and It is highly desirable 
that the nuisance arising from its smoke shall 
be abated The suggestions now being made 
by experienced firemen slhow that this can 
be done, end the action taken by New York 
and other cities indicates that It must ft© 
done But It would not be done if the strike 
had not brought the matter to a crista. 

MINNESOTA POLITICS A 

LINED IS THINKING John Lind has under 
consideration a formal 

IT OVER., request of a delega
tion of local democrats 

that he become the party's candidate for 
congress He has promised to give them an 
answer in a few days 

. The delegation called on him early in the 
week He gave them no satisfaction, and said 
that he did not care about being a candidate 
He was pressed to consider the matter and 
to decide favorably. IHe finally agreed to take 
it 'under consideration, and to give an early 
reply. Those who were in the party are 
match encouraged at the prospect, and be
lieve Mr (Lind will announce hiB candidacy 
next week Since the delegation called all 
sorts of pressure has 'been brought to bear 
and all sorts of promises made to bring Mr 
iLlnd to a favorable frame of mind. 

WAS NOT A MID- Replying to Tarns 
Bixby'e assertion, free-

ROAD CONVENTION ly copied in demo
cratic papers, that the 

populist ticket is nothing but a mid-road afr 
fair. Chairman Lawson speaks out In vigorous 
fashion in the Willmar Tribune He says 

As it seems to be the intention of the 
democratic papers to try to convey the idea 
that the convention that met in Minneapolis 
on July 2 was the so-called mldroad faction, 
we shall have to hail that lie again That 
convention Was called by the state committee 
of the regular people's party organization 
There was not a single member of the mid-
road organization present at the meeting 
when that action was decided upon Nine-
tenths of the delegates present were men 
who had stuck by the organization through 
the entire fusion period They decided upon 
Independent action because they had be
come convinced of the futility of hoping for 
reform through the democratic party, on ac
count of its tendency to go back to the old 
leaders and policies—or lack of policies The 
midroaders were not present In large num
bers because they wanted to wait and see 
what the former fnsionists would do Many 
of them felt that if they were present and 
had a majority, the action of the convention 
wohld have less weight with those who had 
hitherto voted the fusion ticket, and In this 
they were undoubtedly right 

BDSON WRITES A letter has been sent 
out from the Duluth 

TO POSTMASTERS headquarters of Judge 
Edson to the postmas

ters of the new eighth district, asking their 
support in his candidacy for congress be
cause Bede is promising federal' positions and 
poMofBces in which there will be no vacan
cies for years. One of these letters came 
from a consignee straight to J Adam Bede, 
who gave i t out for publication, with a 
strong denial of the charge He declares he 
has promised no positions. 

The four candidates, for congress in the 
ninth district are each blowing an individual 
horn and claiming a large share of the credit 
(for the progress of the drainage in the Red 
River valley The Crookston Times puts it as 
follows 

"Who Dug the Ditches'" is a popular serial 
written or inspired by the republican con
gressional candidates in this district, and ap
pearing in dignified chapters in the various 
newspapers of the district MT Valentine 
asserts that he first conceived of the need 
of general drainage throughout the valley, 
and put in operation a plan to effect syste
matic drainage Mr Comstock guided and 
achieved the passage of many drainage bills 
for the valley during his long term in the 
legislature. Mr Grindeland was the author 
of the present country drainage law, under 
which so many ditches were made, and Mr 
Steenerson worked out, while in the senate, 
the orjgmal bill which made drainage possi
ble in the Red River valley There seems to 
be enough credit to go around, and there are 
enough ditches yet to be dug to make several 
men famous. 

Congressman McCleary passed through 8t 
Paul yesterday He will file his declaration 
as a candidate for renominatlon in a few 
days 

Congressman Stevens has gone on an ex
tended vacation In the west, which will 
probably last until after the primaries This 
indicates that he does not look for opposi
tion wjthin the party 

Congressman Morris was in Minneapolis 
yesterday, on his way to see Senator NelBon 
at Alexandria, and called on Congressman 
Fletcher. 

According to the democratic Morris Times, 
Herman (Hillmond will probably run as an 
Independent candidate for state senator, with 
no running mates for the house position This 
would avoid the label of either democrat or 
populist, and be a strong bid for republican 
votes. 

Even Evenson of Strout will probably have 
no opposition for the republican senatorial 
nomination in Meeker county, and Seth C 
Caswell is the only house candidate so far 
The democrats may not give their nomination 
to Charlea H ©art for the asking William 
Murphy of Kingston is a probable entry 
against Dart 

—Charles B Cheney 

O T H E R P E O P L E ' S NOTIONS 

G o o d M e n H a v e B e e n C o w a r d s . 
Editor of The Journal 

I was struck with your recent statement, 
"The soontaneity and unanimity with which 
republicans of Minneapolis are agreeing on a 
strong man for mayor Is very gratifying." 

Of course i t was "spoke sarkastic," as A 
Ward would say, but it is true that many a 
truth is told in jes t 

The world is said to be divided into "men, 
women and ministers," but I suggest an
other classification, good, bad and church 
members—good people who do not want a bad 
man In office; bad people who do mot want 
a good man In office, church people who do 
not care what man Is in office. Why are 
American cities so often ruled by tyrants 
known as bosses, elected by ballots bought for 
boodle or official position' Not because 
Americans ore outnumbered, or because Lin
coln was wrong when he said "The heart of 
the American reople is right," but because 
church people say "politics are corrupt" or 
are too "busy making money or proselytes to 
show public spirit 

Churches exist to apply general gospel 
facts and principles to private and public 
relations True religion IB consistent with 
true patriotism Christianity can enact and 
execute just laws, and should When the 
wisdom of the prophet gives place to the 
wiles of the politician, good by law and 
order, welcome bosses, bummers, big mitt 
men and boodlers. 

In local elections sharp lines of party 
need not be drawn The main thing is not 
what party is in power, but what kind of 
Ideas prevail and what man embodies them 
and will enforce them. City government 
ought not only to do no harm, but should do 
much good That i t does not is because 
church members allow politicians to nom
inate weak or wicked candidates 

How long will slimy politicians be elected 
to office to leave their zig-zag trail on a fair 
city's name' Until church members cease to 
show as much Interest in practical politics 
as an owl does for daylight We are weary of 
the "spontaneity and unanimity" of politi
cians who stumble along with their dark 
lanterns taking the place of statesmen guided 
by the stars Virtue is to be enthroned by 
our vote If vice succeeds it is not because 
bad men have been brave, but because good 
men have been cowards. 

—G L Morrill 

TRUTH. IN SONG 
He (that is down needs fear no fall, 

He that Is low, n o pride, 
He that is bumble ever shall 

Have God to (be h is guide., 

I am content with what I have, 
Little be It or much. 

And, 'Lord, contentment still I crave, 
*"' Because thou savest such. 

Fullness to such a burden is 
" That go on pilgrimage. 

Here little, and hereafter bliss. 
Is best from fage to age. 

—John Bunyan. 
,. ' ' * ** 

* -GARRULOUS G A R D E N E R . 
New York Sun. 

Major Gardener's charges with regard to 
military abuses in the Philippines didn't look 
like even 30 cents when he*ibad finished his 
explanation before the board of inquiry at 
Manila yesterday This peculiar soldier 
showed conclusively that he had been will
ing to rob his comrades- of their good name 
on the merest hearsay What do those who 
made such a fuss about his "revelations" 
think of him now? 

Books and Authors 
" G E T T I N G I N T O " U T B A A T U B E 

When Aurora Dudevant, nee Dupin suc
ceeded in getting rid of the exasperating 
Dudevant by the aid of a divorce court, she 
was accorded the guardianship of the chil
dren and she decided she must live, and went 
to making pastel likenesses She would starve 
on this vocation, so she got her friend 
Duvernet to gjve her an introduction to 
Editor Detatouche, who seated her at once at 
a table in bis sanctum and told her to write 
about anything she could think of Aurora 
was a writer by instinct, and she wrote and 
wrote until she had filled several reams of 
paper with her conceptions Delatouche paid 
her $3 a month and threw nearly all her 
literary product into hiB waste basket Then 
she wrote novels which Delatouche told her 
to burn at once, and, happening on Jules 
Sandeau, she and he wrote some stories to
gether under the pen name "Jules Sand." 
Afterward, when she wrote "Indiana" herself. 
Jules told her she should sign her own name 
as he had nothing to do with it, so she chose 
the pen name "George Sand," and then she 
really launched as she expressed It to Jules 
Boucolran, "sur la mer orageuse de la 
lltterature " Even old Delatouche gave her 
his blessing and said ' George, I beg your 
pardon, and am at your feet Forgive the 
hard things I have said to you for the last 
six months I have sat up all night reading 
your book. Oh, my child. I am proud of 
you'" 

Such was the embarkation of George Sand. 

N E W BOOKS 
H i s t o r y o f t h e E x p e d i t i o n U n d e r t h e 

C o m m a n d o f C a p t a i n s L e w i s a n d 
C l a r k to the Sources of the Missouri, 
Across the Rocky Mountains, Down the 
Columbia River to the Pacific In 18W-6 In 
three volumes New Fork New Amster
dam Book company, 156 Fifth avenue. Price 
|3 50 
This edition of this valuable book Is a Re

print of the edition of 1814. which contafned 
contributions from all the members of the 
expedition Had not Captain Lewis died en 
route to Philadelphia he would have edited 
the narrative himself, the papers and memor
anda, however, were put In the hands of an 
editor, who received the aid -of Captain Clark 
and other members of the expedition, and 
Thomas Jefferson contributed a biographical 
sketch of Lewis, which is a very valuable 
feature of the book Jefferson himself first 
suggested to 4he American Philosophical so
ciety in 1782 the raising of a fund with which 
to employ a competent person to explore the 
region from the Missouri to the Pacific, and 
Cartain Lewis was selected for the purpose 
This proj3"t failed through the Interposition 
of the French minister In Philadelphia In 
1803 Jefferson recommended to congress the 
sending of an exploring party to the Pacific 
and an appropriation was made, and Lewis, 
who was Jefferson's private secretary, was 
designated to lead the party, and before he 
started France ceded the big territory of 
Louisfana to the United States and the way 
was clear frcm foreign obstructors Jeffer
son gave Lewis the most minute instructions, 
d'rectmg him to return via Cape Horn or 
the Cape of Good Hope, but he returned 
across the Rockies, then called the Stony 
mountains With him was associated Cap
tain Clark, and the*- reached Washington on 
their return in February, 1807 The whole 
country was deeply interested In the expedi
tion It was regarded by Jefferson and the 
public generally as a mission to obtain closer 
knowledge of the vast hinterland which was 
to give elbow room, for the future exploita
tion of American enterprise Lewis and Clark 
started on their long journey beyond the 
Mississippi to the farther northwest so soon 
as the territory of Louisiana had been ac
quired, chiefly for the purpose of discover
ing the sources of the Missouri, locating the 
most convenient water communication from 
the zreat divide to the Pacific ocean and ob
serving, as far as possible, the resources of 
the region traversed The first volume brings 
the party to the three forks of the Missouri, 
the second brings them to the shores of the 
Pacific and the third volume contains the 
narrative of tho return journey to S t Louis 
The appendix contains the observations of 
Captain L»wls on the subject of an Indian 
trading policy and regulations, and encroach
ments of British traders on our domain He 
favored prohibiting the British merchants 
from trading in upper Louisiana, for the ad
vantage of American merchants 

Tho expedition of Lewis and Clarke save 
Americans of that day a realization of the 
possibilities of the future trans-Mississippi 
region Manifest destiny did not figure in 
the American mind as a conviction so much 
as did the idea of having room t o expand and 
liberty to breathe the 6alt air of the two 
great oceans, with no power on earth to shut 
us in from either, and limit the seaward 
march of the nation Jefferson saw this sea-
to-sea necessity when he bargained with Na
poleon for (Louisiana Since his day the old 
bounds which held us back have again 
yielded, one after another, to the unrest 
within, and there are strainings against bar
riers yet in the future which will break 
them down * 

i lt 
L I T E R A R Y NOTES ' # 

The Century company announce the psjft? 
lication of a condensation of Nlcolayr and 
Hay's "Life of Lincoln," containing al'^tbe 
essential facts in the original t£n-voluansf*sft& 
tion and snaking the most complete short 
biography of Lincoln j e t issued , *f 

The Macmillan company announce "jtip 
Eastern Question," the fourteenth volume «** 
the Columbia university series of studiea ,a 
history, economics and public law, by 
Stephen (E H Duggin, Ph X) 

A. C McClurg ft Co , Chicago, say th«~t 
Mrs Harrison, wife of Mayor Carter Harri
son of that city, has written a book whlc^ 
will be published ere long Mrs Harrison is 
one of Chicago's brightest society dames, but 
this book will not be a dashing society novel, 
but a gentle fairy story for children 

The public will not suffer for editions of 
"The Expedition of Lewis and Clarke " In 
addition to the fine reprint of the edition of 
1814, issued by the New Amsterdam com
pany, there will soon be published by A C 
McClurg & Co of Chicago, a new edition of 
the text of the Biddie edition of 1814, In two 
octavo volumes The reprint of 1893 of the 
Biddie edition, edited by Dr Coues, has been 
exhausted Dr Hoemer of the Minneapolis 
public library has supervised the (McClurg 
reprint 

The elder Dumas gave his opinion of Poe to 
Barnet Phillips, who records it in the Phila
delphia Times "I do not care much for your 
Monsieur Poe He is not American, as is 
your Monsieur Irving or your great Coopars 
(Cooper) Monsieur Poe Is not native to your 
soil He is as much of a Frenchman as any
body else "The Murders of the Rue Morgue'! 
Yes, that is good, but it is so Parisian " 

Judge Pennypacker, the republican candi
date for governor of Pennsylvania, is a deep 
student and collector of the history of that 
state and he has the finest private library in 
the state His history of Germantown went 
out of print in eleven days and advanced in 
price from $3 to $25 

W L Alden writes from London to th« 
Philadelphia Times that some hitherto un« 
published letters of Boswell have been dis
covered there Of course, they contain ad» 
denda to the story of the Johnsonian idio
syncrasies 

AS TO MUNICIPAL O W N E R S H I P 
Kansas City Star 

The city of S t Joseph, Mo , began the con* 
struction of an electric light plant for mu
nicipal street lighting twelve years ago Tha 
system has been extensively added to at va
rious Intervals since, so that the a v e n g e 
age of the works is less than ten years. 
Now experts have condemned the plant as) 
obsolete, and it is necessary to rebuild It 
entirely id order to make It a t all satisfac
tory. These facts account for the allowance 
of a 10 per cent depreciation in the value, 
of all electric light plants which those who 
know the business always estimate They 
prove the expensiveness of that particular 
utility and explain why so many municipal 
electric light plants have been failures. 

*i y-ONE V I E W O F I T 
Judge. 

The result of Senator Hoar's "give-i(-bacl| 
policy," if followed out with the Unltaf 
States: Uncle Sam hands, back the Unites. 
States to John Bull, John Bull hands it back 
to the Spaniard* the Spaniard to the Indian, 
the Indian to the cliff dweller, the cliff dwell
er to prehistoric man, the prehistoric man to 
the monkey, the monkey to the dinosaur—• 
and there you are-
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