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IN A NUTSHELL 
What the Conference of Colonial Premiers Accomplished 

THE STATE SONG 
The state song contest closed last 

night. The songs submitted, of 
which there is a large number, will 
be presented to the committee for 
their judgment, and their verdict 
will be announced at as early a date 
as practicable. 

FUANK, BUT DISCREET 
President RooseA-elt might have con­

fined his utterances during his N e w E n g ­
land trip to local compliments and pretty 
nothings about the greatness of the re­
public, quotations from history and the 
Bort of speech that the distinguished v i s ­
itor is generally expected to make while 
t h e people yawn and remark one to a n ­
other that they have heard these things 
before. 

Instead, the president has gone out of 
h i s wav to take a firm stand on the 
trust question. In speech after speech 
ftie has frankly told his hearers that the 
strust question is a real one, not a bogey, 
e n d that it must be dealt w i th by the na­
tional government. Nor has he confined 
himself to the use of the loose term 
^'trusts " He has said plainly that he 
aneans corporations, that the so-cal led 
^trust problem is a corporation problem 
•and that the w a y to solve it is to give the 
-national government broad powers of 
teontrol of corporations. 

The president's steady emphasis of the 
fcrust question In so many speeches indi­
c a t e s that to his mind it is the great m a t ­
t e r of public concern now before the 
CAmerican people. Evidently he has made 
u p his mind to do what he can in pre­

p a r i n g the w a y for the coming of the in­
evitable day w h e n cunning will, in one of 
h i s own phrases, find itself shackled, 

t On (the one hand the president w i shes 
'to remind the men of great wealth, to 

rWhom he referred in one of his speeches, 
Vthat it is folly to assume that there is no 
d a n g e r in present industrial tendencies . 
He wishes to prepare capital to meet 
restr ict ive and regulative national law 
Without a shock. 

On the other hand he wishes to check 
the ardor of the radicals, impatient for 
immediate and impetuous reform, by a s -
Burlng them that there is a man a t the 
head of this nation w h o sympathizes w i t h 
their fears and purposes to do something, 
Slot merely to drift. 

Yet it is not fair to the president, to 
s a y as some do, that his speeches are 
mere "jollying," intended to allay popu­
lar exci tement without representing any 
real intention to act . These critics wi sh 
h im to lay before them a detailed plan 
which, if applied according to directions, 
i s guaranteed to humble the trusts , lop 

-off their excess ive powers and g ive equal­
i ty of opportunity to all c i t izens of t h e 
republic. The president can not satisfy 
t h e s e critics, because he has no such 
definite plan and because he would be 
foolish to advance it if he had. The 
quest ion is one to be studied, to be dealt 
w i th carefully and tentatively. 

W e must feel our way along. It Is 
enough for the president to say In a g e n ­
eral way that corporations must be con­

t ro l l ed by the national government and 
'that, if the constitution does not g ive 
the power, then the constitution must be 

i amended. A s to detail. It i s enough for 
h im to suggest publicity as one of the 

, th ings that must be enforced. The pres-
' ldent Is thoroughly Justified in referring 

t o what he has done wi th a defective law 
" a s a pledge of what he, a s the execut ive; 
* jaay be expected to do w i t h an effective 

s ta tute . 
The people have read the president's 

del iverances on the trust question wi th 
1 keen interest . They have been generally 
pleased and satisfied wi th them. Those 

k speeches will have a far-reaching effect 
In creat ing a strong public opinion, sub­
scribed to b y all but a few m e n of the 
Morgan and Gates class, the chief bene-

• tLclarles of unrestrained corporations, that 
* t h e t ime has come for congress to take 

a s tep forward In dealing wi th corpora­
t i o n s before they become so great 
|aa to rival in power the gov­
ernment itself. The president has 
plainly laid down the rule that the sov­
ereign power of the government over cor­
porations must cease to be nominal and 
become emphatical ly real. 

So far a s he is concerned, this nation i s 
not to content itself w i t h a let-alone pol­
icy, but Is to exert i t s s trength to, make 
t h e great corporations serve the interests 
of the public and to preserve, so far a s 
statutory enactment can, equality of op­
portunity and commercial freedom for all 
men. 

The British and Canadian press and magazines are still 
talking about what the recent conference of colonial premiers 
wi th Joseph Chamberlain, Brit ish secretary for the colonies, 
accomplished. Americans do not concern* themselves wi th 
the affairs of the Brit ish empire so much as they profitably 
might. It Is probable that not one American In a thousand 
could tell who the colonial premiers are who attended this 
session. They are the premiers of the ministries of the 

six self-governing colonies of the Brit ish empire, viz, 

Sir Wilfrid Laurier. of Canada. 
Sir Edmund Barton, of Australia. 
Sir Gordon Sprigg, of Cape Colony. 
Richard John Seddon, of N e w Zealand. 
Sir Robert Bond, of N e w Foundland. 
Sir Albert Hlme, of Natal. 
It w a s proposed to have these s ix meet in Liondon during 

the coronation fest ivit ies and take steps to unite the Brit ish 
empire in a military and trade union and otherwise t ighten 
the loose bonds between the mother country and the semi - in ­
dependent sel f -governing colonies. These were the dreams 
of Joseph Chamberlain—and are. He wou.~ see the British 

empire an empire In strength and organization a s well a s 
in extent . „ 

W h a t did tne conference accomplish? ""Negatively much; 
positively, little. Pos i t ive ly it seems to have resulted in 
a subsidized line of communicat ion between v<reat Britain, 
Canada and Australia. * ' 

Negatively , the colonies refused to enter into a commer­
cial agreement, refused to inst i tute a federal council for the 
Brit ish empire, refused to participate in imperial defense. 
y For the failure of the imperial defense or military or­
ganization scheme Sir Wilfrid Laurier of Canada is to be 
blamed or credited. Laurier has taken the ground that 
the colonies may or may not participate in England's wars , 
a s they please. This is dangerously near a declaration of 
independence and probably would become one In the event of 
England's being involved in a War that might result d isas­
trously to Canada. 

The net result of the conference is to demonstrate more 
than ever that the Brit ish empire, a s it means the se l f -gov­
erning colonies and the mother country, is and will remain a 
loose union of practically independent states , grouped t o ­
gether by sentiment , and that the union tends to become 
looser, g iv ing s igns of being eyentually nothing more than 
a sort of alliance of actually independent nations. 

MINNESOTA POLITICS 

of having been improperly influenced. 
The suspicion may be altogether unjust, 
but It will nevertheless ex is t so long a s 
these organizations are secret. 

MR. JONES' "NO" 
The decision of Mr. D. P. Jones not to 

permit the use of his name as a candidate 
for mayor will be sincerely regretted by 
all friends of good government. 

Mr. Jones has been ac t ing mayor long 
enough to show the people of Minneapolis 
that he is just the man for the place. At 
the same t ime those who were most a n x ­
ious to secure h is services for another 
two years are compelled to admit the 
force of his reasoning that he can do bet ­
ter work from now to January first and 
accomplish more for the city wi th less 
danger of misconstruct ion and misjudg-
ment if he is not a candidate for the of­
fice whose duties he now so admirably 
discharges. 0 

It must be very gratifying to Mr. Jones 
to know that there is such a strong de­
mand for him a s a candidate, and any 
less carefully poised man would have 
been swept oft." his feet and carried a w a y 
by the appeal to h i s pride and ambition. 
Mr. Jones will not be mayor during the 
next term of that office, but the people of 
Minneapolis have found out where there 
i s some mighty good material for that 
position, and under different c ircum­
stances they m a y insist w i t h still more 
emphasis , and it is to be hoped wi th bet-> 
ter success , upon securing the use of it. 

In the meant ime Mr. Jones is going to 
se t a pace for the man who succeeds h im 
which will make it absolutely necessary 
for him to come up to a high standard 
of efficiency in the administration of that 
office; i t doesn't make any difference 
whether he be republican or democrat. 
The Jones mark is there, and no successor 
can afford to do less than his level be s t 
to reach it. 

The question before the republicans now 
is what is the next best thing? The day 
for filing a s candidates i s supposed to 
have expired yesterday. Party nomina­
tions must, of course, be made wi th in 
party ranks, but it requires no very keen 
observer of exis t ing conditions to dis ­
cover that independent vot ing on local 
candidates i s likely to be popular a t the 
coming regular election, and that objec­
tionable candidates, no matter by which 
party nominated, will s tand a poor show 
of polling their party s trength. 

Steel trust profits for this year will be 
$150,000,000. Instead of rejoicing the pro­
moters are weeping because they didn't 
use the hose more freely while making 
stock. \ 

tional preparedness for war m a y be to 
the e lement which shudders and shivers 
if a s ingle regiment is added to our army 
or scientific army reorganization is pro­
posed, it is ye t inevitable that the na­
tional sentiment, , ."readiness in advance ," 
both as to army and navy will be properly 
actualized. Modern history g ives us an 
example of the folly of a slovenly policy; 
in July 1870, w h e n General Le Boeuf, 
French minister of war, declared to the 
French emperor and the house of depu­
ties, on the verge of the war w i t h Prus ­
sia: "Nous sommes archiprets" and the 
French armies w e n t to wraok and bloody 
ruin a t Metz, Sedan and other disastrous 
conflicts, winding up with the capitulation 
of Paris, the surrender of Alsace-Lor­
raine, and the drain upon France of a 
war indemnity of five billions of francs. 
France's military organization w a s rot­
ten to the core. 

Europe has had eighty years' notice Of 
the exis tence and vital i ty of the Monroe 
doctrine. W h a t right has Great Britain 
or Germany or France or any other power 
to complain of our determination to stand 
by it? W e are absolutely Justified in its 
actualization, legit imately directed, a s 
set forth by the president. The great na-
•\al mid-winter demonstration, now pro­
posed a t Washington, will sugges t to 
Europe, in a quiet but effective way, that 
w e have practically irresistible arguments 
to sustain the non-colonization policy e m ­
bodied in the Monroe doctrine. 

Just how the Mississippi manages to 
keep high where it should be low and low 
where it should be high, is puzzling. 
Maybe some trust is to blame. 

The present primary election sys tem in 
Minnesota w a s given the voter In order 
to enable him to vote for the best candi­
date. If it is not to be util ized for that 
purpose, it is not worth what it costs . 
And yet , w e hear people saying that "Mr. 
So-and-So is the best m a n for the place, 
but I'm afraid he cannot be nominated, 
so I th ink I shall vote for some one else." 
If m e n are nominated in that w a y b y the 
present primary system, then It is con­
clusive evidence tha t the primary sys tem 
is not accomplishing w h a t it w a s intended 
to do. If it does not result in the se lec­
t ion of the best candidate, w h a t is it good 
for? But It won't result that w a y unless 
the voter lets his ballot follow h i s Judg­
m e n t a s to qualification. W h e n that is 
done the present primary sys t em -will Jus­
tify i t s existence, and will acomplish what 
i t w a s made for. * 

A secret" political club is of doubtful 
value to any party. One organization of 
tha t k i n d . wi th in the republican party, 
owing to dissat isfact ion wi th i ts opera­
tions, has led tq the formation of another. 
Club organization is a good thing w h e n 
i t doesnt' take the form and character of 
a Tammany clab. Indorsements by such 
(Organizations, are, subject to, the suspicion. 

V . ,4A*^S&«ftik V tfBut&k 

AS A WORLD-POWER 
President Roosevelt , during h is N e w 

England tour, has been awakening t h e 
national pride and ambition, while g iv ­
ing the wises t counsel upon the great na­
tional questions. H e bel ieves so thor­
oughly In the potential ity of the nation to 
meet and sett le intel l igently these ques­
tions, that he Inspires the wavering and 
doubting wi th hope, and tempers the 
enthusiasm of those w h o believe in our 
predestined progress •with a fine conser­
vat i sm which i s the bar to the folly of 
excess ive presumption. H e bel ieves that 
our at ta inment of the "status of a world 
power requires us to abandon limited and 
hes i tant notions about the national de ­
fense and to g ive no occasion to any 
power to sneer at us and reflect upon our 
military and naval impotence as for­
merly. 

Disraeli, in one of his speeches in the 
Brit ish commons on England's resources, 
said that she w a s not a country "which 
a t the outbreak of a war, requires to 
ask whether i t can support a second or 
a third campaign," and it is so w i t h us. 
During our whole history, wars undertak­
en have been carried to their proposed 
end. If it had taken ten years to bind 
together the dislocated s t a t e s of the 
union, the sacrifice would have been 
cheerfully made. 

Standing in front of the former res i ­
dence of James G. Blaine in Augusta, y e s ­
terday, the president strongly reaffirmed 
the Monroe doctrine and alluded to the 
enthusiasm of the "plumed knight" on 
the subject of our "manifest dest iny" up­
on this hemisphere, remarking that "our 
interest in t h e Monroe doctrine Is more 
concrete than ever before," and that the 
responsibility for its enforcement de ­
volves upon ourselves, s ince w e have 
promulgated it. Verily, w e are respon­
sible, and, a s the president says : "We 
stand firmly on the Monroe doctrine." In ­
deed, if w e do not, and if the people w h o 
shrink from the responsibility entailed by 
it have their way, w e shall, wi th in the 
next fifty years, see a considerable por­
tion of South America transformed into 
a German colony and France and Great 
Britain and perhaps old Spain dividing 
the northern part of that continent among 
themselves . 

The president alluded to the isthmla_n 
canal construction in connections with the 
Monroe doctrine. He means that our con­
trol of a strip of Colombian territory and 
of the ship canal will bririg us more .con­
spicuously before the nat ions a s the 
champion of the doctrine which protests 
against European colonization a s that 
which shall not be on this ,hemisphere and 
that t h e s e , western nat ions shall work 
out their own dest iny without interfer-

, ence from Europe. Painful a s the presiT 

MINGLED JOY AND GRIEF 
People will smile exultantly if it turns 

out to be true that the s ta te board of 
control has been able to escape the snare 
laid for it by a combine of Minnesota coal 
dealers and has let a contract for supply­
ing some of the s tate inst i tut ions wi th 
coal a t some $12,000 less than the combine 
tried to hold it up for. N o w a s it is not 
to be supposed that the Chicago company 
which is reported to have received the 
contract, intends to sell Its coal wi thout 
profit this combine would have unblush-
ingly taken $12,000 out of the Minnesota 
treasury. 

Here is a concrete evidence of the dan­
gerous exact ions the public will be sub­
ject to in this era of combines, combina­
t ions and consolidations, so long a s there 
is no efficient regulating power. 

So far a s the inst i tut ions in the north­
ern part of the state are concerned, the 
combine is victorious because it has there 
a n ally which so greatly reinforces it that 
the board of control realizes that it is 
helpless. This ally consists of another 
combine—the merged Northern Pacific and 
Great Northern rai lways. One or the 
other of those l ines mus t be used in haul­
ing the coal to the northern institutions. 
Time w a s w h e n it made some difference 
which line got the business . N o w it 
makes no difference. According to the 
organ of the merger, both roads ask such 
high rates tha t there is nothing to be 
gained by sending the cheap Chicago coal 
to the northern institutions. So the com­
bine will take i t s fat profits and the t w o 
sets of combines—the rai lways and the 
coal—will smile together. 

ranches. And still the sett lers are not 
satisfied. 

Acording to the Tribune, General 
Miles, who is now "at America," will soon 
be "at Europe." 

The St. Paul Globe is scolding the good 
crops. It seems they are ass i s tant re­
publicans. 

I The Nonpareil Man 
I H f H ^ t T W l J 

Coach Wil l iams has come back to town. 
Act ing Mayor Jones and other shining 
l ights will now be eclipsed. 

CANADIAN TRADE 
The bad results of our failure to arrange 

reciprocity w i t h Canada continue to a p ­
pear. Sir Wilfrid Laurier i s now in 
France endeavoring to arrange a trade 
agreement wi th that republic which will 
f.ive Canadian products a marked ad ­
vantage over ours in the French mar­
ket, an advantage we could have 
enjoyed by virtue of the Kasson 
treaty had it not been for the 
objections of some trivial domest ic 
industries and the unwarranted objection 
of the great lumber industry. A line of 
subsidized s teamers is also to be es tab­
lished between France and Canada. Our 
refusal to treat Canada fairly led to the 
Brit ish preferential tariff and then to the 
line of subsidized s teamers be tween E n g ­
land and Canada, about to be established. 
Yet so great are our natural advantages 
that our exports to Canada continue to 
increase w i t h leaps and bounds. W e 
ought to take steps to buttress our n a t ­
ural advantages before the Canadians 
have succeeded in constructing artificial 
trade regulations and^ diversions that will 
render them useless . 

Casually Observed. 
It is difficult to see w h y the president 

should consider the trust problem a hard 
one to settle when there is E. Benj . An 
drews standing around sett l ing gJR?a\ 
problems every few minutes . 

Admiral Higginson should be ordered 
out w i t h the full squadron to keep Ad­
miral Crowninshield from running on 
shore w h e n he returns from Europe. 

The 200-lb lady who w a s worn to a 
shadow by long continued shopping to buy 
herself clothes, and who has been "rest 
ing" a t the Seashore this summer, will 
soon be«at home. 

The ruins of the campanile a t Venice 
have just been cleared away. Under 
them w a s found the building inspector. 

"On the Genial Art of Be ing Thorough­
ly It," by T. Roosevelt , will be published 
in the fall. 

A Janesville, Wis. , m a n lost his store 
teeth and had himself x-rayed under the 
impression that they stood in the same 
relation to him a s the catiary did to 
the kitty, but they could not be found. 

Lord Wolseley says the American army 
is the best in the world. The Spaniards 
found this out the wrong way. 

James M. Cottingham, principal of the 
Benton school In Kansas City wanted to 
speak to a man on important business. 
H e put several 5 cent pieces in the te le­
phone box for connections and got no 
return, on the inves tment He was losing 
t ime and patience, sb'ne^asked central to 
give him No. 600, the chief operator But 
600, according to Mr. Cottingham, refused 
absolutely to pay any a t t e n t i o n to hi3 
calls. Then not *• the, least' angered, so 
Mr. Cott ingham explsrt«p| "but merely in 
performance of a public dfcty, he procured 
an a x and snioteVthe .telephone heavily 
so that it fell to the floor. The frag 
ments he pitched out o f the window and 
heaved a s igh of relief. ^ This is one way 
of abat ing the telephone nuisance. 

While playing in the yard of his father's 
house at Shakopee, Minn., twenty-four 
years ago, Charlie Jackson swallowed a 
railroad spike. A s he w a s a sturdy bov 
of strong digestion he thought little about 
the accident a t the time, and did not tell 
his father for fear of a whipping. He 
w a s ail ing some, however, during the win­
ter, and the doctor who looked him over 
said he htought he needed a little iron. 
Last week, feeling a little itching sensa­
t ion in his foot he took off his stocking 
and noticed a small black spot under the 
skin. Us ing his knife, he broke the 
epidermis and drew out a small- tack 
which he would not have recognized as 
the spike of twenty- four years before, had 
it not had on it the trademark of the 
Omaha road. The case is considered a 
very remarkable one. 

Vancouver, B. C.—The Whole party of us 
Including the pastor had" a glorious dip in 
the Pacific this afternoon. The water 
w a s warm, tempered, probably, by the 
Alaskan stream and w e rolled around and 
disported ourselves like porpoises in the 
waves . Dr. Morrill insisted on wearing 
his tall hat into the surf to prevent sun­
burn and in this combination of blue 
and yel low bathing guit and stove pipe 
he presented a spectacle that Induced 
symptoms of acute gastrit is in several 
Eskimos who were tent ing near the 
shore. 

In the afternoon we. ,al l fished off the 
rocks in the deep water, the pastor cast ing 
a fly far out over the Pacific and, to the 
astonishment of everybody, hooking a 
whale which greedily swallowed his bait. 
The effort to land the leviathan furnished 
an exci t ing half hour of sport but the 
pastor finally turned the trick amid the 
applause of the entire -party. The cap­
ture weighed 110 tons. Mr. Morrill w a s 
photographed wi th the fish and intends to 
have him mounted and brought home on 
two freight cars. The doctor w a s con­
siderably swelled by the piscatorial ad­
venture and as the people gathered to in­
spect the capture, he leaned negligently 
against a barbed wire fence and described 
how he had pulled a 47-lb pickerel out of 
Mlnnetonka one cloudy morning, "but 
nothing like this ," waving his hand to­
wards the whale, "nothing like this ." 

W e shall leave for the Sound cit ies 
Tacoma and Seatt le to-morrow. 

There i s every evidence that the fight 
for the democratic s ta te t icket is purely 
an at tempt to preserve the party organ­
ization and pull through local candidates, 
and that there is no hope of electing any 
part of the state ticket. Their hope is 
to pull out of the fire one or two congress • 
men, a fair minority in the legislature, and 
some good county offices, and to work 
such fusion deals locally a s to complete 
the swallowing of the populist party. The 
work this summer is not so much for im­
mediate results as for the future. D e m o ­
cratic leaders in the nation have no hope 
of carrying congress, but they want to 
make a good showing a t the sess ions of 
th© n e x t ' t w o years, in the hope that thi» 
republicans will refuse to grant relief in 
the shape of tariff revision and that 
democracy may win by a popular revolt. 
This is the hope deferred of the faithful 
Minnesota democrats. They will make a 
courageous fight and a good bluff, and 
will be thankful for small successes . 

Small Food for Comfort . 
While in Fergus Falls L. A. Rosing gave 

some of his reasons for hoping victory. 
H e thought he ought to run well up with 
John Llnd, and that without a social 
democratic t icket he would stand an ex ­
cellent chance. H e expected to profit by 
republican dissensions in the cities. 

On the other side of the scale are some 
heavy counterbalances. The act iv i ty of 
the old fusion populists in the present in 
dependent state t icket will hurt the dem­
ocratic t icket more than Tom Lucas ever 
did, and the socialist party will poll a 
larger vote than ever. Democrats may 
profit for their local t icket by republican 
troubles in Hennepin and Ramsey, but the 
state t icket will gain very little. On the 
other hand, the republicans are bound to 
m a k e enormous ga ins in the country dis­
tricts, where Governor Van Sant's fearless 
s tand against rai lway combinations has 
won him many friends from former foes. 
I h e only thing that can cut down the re­
publican majority to less than 10,000 is 
an extraordinarily l ight vote. The full 
efforts of the republican campaign will be 
directed against this danger. 

Dems Have Found a Home. 
The democratic s tate committee has s e ­

lected i ts headquarters, and in a few days 
vt ill move to the fifth floor of the Gilflllan 
block, corner of Fourth and Jackson 
streets, St. Paul. This is a convenient lo­
cation just a block from the old camping 
ground a t the Merchants* hotel. Two 
years ago the republican s tate committee 
held forth in an office building, the dem­
ocrats in a hotel. This year the condi­
tions are reversed. 

Two Winona Editors Coming. 
The legislative level will probably 

be raised at the next session by 
the presence of two veteran and 
able newspaper men, both from 
Winona. Joseph Leicht, editor of 
the Westl icher Herald, and the genial 
president of the state editorial association, 
is a candidate for the house from the 
southern district of Winona county, to 
succeed Theodore Sikorski. D. Sinclair, 
for so many years the trenchant editor of 
the Winona Republican, is a candidate in 
the north district to succeed W. B. 
Anderson. Mr. Leicht is a democrat and 
Mr. Sinclair is a republican, and if h i s ­
tory repeats itself in those districts both 
will be elected. 

Senator P. Fltzpatrick, one of the ablest 
and cleanest men the minority ever fur­
nished to the legislature, is a candidate 
for re-election. 

Hobbs Is the Choice. 
Frank G. McMillan will not be a 

candidate for the state senate. 
There w a s a conference of E a s t Side 
democrats yesterday at which Mr. Mc­
Millan expressed his unwil l ingness to run 
and F. E. Hobbs was selected. Mr. Hobbs 
filed yesterday. He is a ninth warder, and 
w a s just ice of the peace for the Eas t Side. 
He is opposed for the nomination by 
S. G. Brown, who ran for the house in 
1900. % *„/ 

The democrats have a complete t icket 
in the Mart in-Watonwan district. Sen­
ator Viesse lman is a candidate for re­
election, and the house candidates are M. 
M. Jenkins of Sherburne and Thomas Vel-
tum of St . James . 

John Funk of Carver is a democratic 
candidate for the house in Carver county. 

The Minnesota Issue, organ of the popu­
list s tate ticket, says that L. A. Rosing 
stands no more show of being elected gov­
ernor than George L. Becker did In 1894. 

—Charles B. Cheney. 

BUNCOED JACOB 
BY G. W. OGDEN 

(Copyright, 1902, by McClure's N e w s ­
paper Syndicate ) 

N o one knew how it happened that 
John Prune lodged on Shem Zook's place 
when he wandered into the neighborhood. 
Prune had been there so long people had 
ceased talking about his peculiarities and 
the strange agreement he had entered 
into with h is employer. The marriage of 
Maggie revived countryside gossip. Some 
pitied Prune, holding him to be a s im-
pleminded chap, and others said it w a s 
wicked of Shem to lead him on by false 
promises as he had done. But when the 
whole story came out everybody laughed, 
Zook excepted. 

In the first place there had been a 
sort of Jacob and Laban understanding 
between Prune and Zook in regard to 
Milly Ann. When Prune, middle-aged, 
short, s t ingy visaged, dusty and wearing 
a uniform of the Grand Army of the Re­
public, tramped up one day and asked 

Books and Authors 

Congressman Fletcher assures u s that 
the "relatively unimportant" difference 
be tween himself and President RooSevelN 
a s to Cuba w i n be sett led a t the next s e s ­
sion of congress. That is w h a t all the 
insurgents are saying. B u t w h y didn't 
they sett le It a t the last session, especial­
ly a s i t w a s "relatively unimportant?" 

Les t our readers should forget It, w e 
wish to remind them that the democrats 
of Minnesota held a convention in Minne­
apolis In June and nominated a s ta te 
t icket. 

v 
There are still a f ew silver m e n left—in 

Nevada. 

The Apaches used to. take scalps; now 
dent's 8Deeqhes -on.the jiecessitjr^or na- they, take melons from, neighboring;1 LaboE-Pay^ 

AMUSEMENTS. 

Foyer Chat. 
The George F a w c e t t company will g ive 

the last performance of "East Lynne" at 
the Metropolitan to-night . To-morrow 
night and the rest of the week Miss Olive 
Oliver will be seen as Fanny Le Grand 
In the Paul Pot ter version of Daudet's 
famous novel, "Sapho." 

The s tage of the Metropolitan presents 
a scene of bustl ing act ivi ty these days 
from early morn till long past midnight, 
a s the members of the "Way D o w n East" 
company are engaged In constant rehear­
sal preparatory to the opening of their 
season next Sunday evening. The large 
force of s tage hands and mechanics is 
uti l izing every moment for putt ing in 
first-class condition the different mechan­
ical appliances. Joseph K. Grismer came 
on from N e w York yesterday to superin^ 
tend personally the s taging of the pro-
a u c t i o n . 

It would seem that every theater goer 
in America had witnessed a t least one 
performance of the wonderful drama of 
southern l ife "In Old Kentucky," for the 
piece has been constantly before the pub­
lic for the past nine seasons , but such is 
the remarkable drawing powers of the 
play that it appears dest ined to remain 
a standard attract ion wi th American play 
goers for another decade. "In Old K e n ­
tucky" will undoubtedly at tract capacity 
audiences w h e n i t comes, to the Bijou nex t 
week. A special mat inee wil l b o g i v e n on 

A F I L I P I N O GRAMMAR. 
A notable coming publication in Boston 

will be a grammar of the Tagal language, 
upon which Dr. Dougherty, of Chicago, 
has been engaged for the last three years, 
with the assistance of Senor Six to Lopez, 

the agent of the 
$M£Mm Filipino junta a t 

Hongkong. Leading 
anti- imperial ists in 
Boston are to aid in 
the publication of the 
grammar Which has 
entailed upon Dr. 
Dougherty much 
hard work. The 
grammar is con­
structed after the 
English method of 
grammar and the 
Filipino child study­
ing it will learn the 
Engl ish method of 

Frederic Eemington. constructing sen­
tences. The grammar will open the way 
to a knowledge of the literature of the 
Tagalos, who, In one of the towns of 
Luzon, have what we call in this country 
an author's club, composed of writers and 
authors in the Tagal language which is 
the chief dialect of the civilized Filipinos, 
and is scientifically classed in the Malayo-
Polynesian group of languages. 

Long contact with the Spanish and Chi­
nese has affected the language somewhat 
by injections of terms, but dist inguished 
philologists have pronounced it the most 
perfect of the Malayo-Polynesian tongues. 
Its alphabet is Lat in and it has three 
primitive vowel sounds—a, i and us, and 
fifteen simple and two compound conso­
nant sounds. It has a large number of 
roots which by suffixes become various 
parts of speech and in numerals it is com­
plete, units expressed by a single word 
and "teens" by prefix and multiples by 
adding "poo" after each unit. They have 
active, passive, reflective and impersonal 
verbs and moods and tenses are expressed 
by prefixes to the root and by duplicating 
one or mofe syllables of the root. In the 
seventeenth century some volumes of Ta­
gal poetry and a Tagal dictionary were 
published a t Manila, but most of the lit­
erature published in t h e vernacular has 
been produced by the monks in the shape 
of religious works and church school text 
books. 

The Tagal language has been main­
tained through three centuries of Spanish 
occupation and is spoken to-day by over 
6,000,000 people. There are Tagal histories 
and romances yet to be brought to the 
knowledge of American scholars and Dr. 
Dougherty's grammar will probably prove 
of great educational value to many. 

N E W BOOKS. 
COEEECT SOOXAZ, USAGE. A. Course o f In-

structlon In Gooa Form, Style and Deportment. 
By Sixteen Distinguished Authors, Illustrated. 
In Three Volumes. New York: The New 
York Society of Self-Culture. 
A s is the case wi th other organizations 

which undertake to reform the habits and 
customs of t h e human race, the N e w York 
Society of Self-Culture lapses occasionally 
into something very like intolerance in its* 
prescriptions for the polishing of the m a n ­
ners of men, women and children. "Cor­
rect Social Usage ," a s defined by the N e w 
York Society of Self-Culture, is not, of 
course, the correct social usage of s o ­
ciety throughout the civilized world. It 

. , As not the correct" social- usage£ In every 
. i H •* 
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"THEY'RE A-LAUGHING AT ME," SAID 
FRUNE. 

for work, Zook took him in. Prune wasn't 
particular about « wages , he said—just 
wanted his board and enough to buy 
overalls and tobacco. 

For two years he was satisfied with 
that. Then, a t harvest time, he began to 
grow rest ive and one morning stood be­
fore Zook wi th his possessions done up in 
half a newspaper and dressed in his 
Grand Army suit. Going away, he said. 
W a g e s didn't suit him. Harvest hands 
were get t ing a dollar and a half a day. 

Zook became thoughtful. "You're a good 
man, John," he said, "a powerful good 
man, an' I hate like smoke to lose you 
Fact is, I'd begun to think—to hope, I 
might say—that I'd have you a s a son- in-
law 'fore long " 

John's mouth stood open in surprise. 
"Son-in- law!" he gasped. 
"Yes," Zook assented. "There's Milly 

Ann a-growin' up, an' nobody round here 
I'd as lleve have 'er as you. An' nen 
they's a good forty goes with each one of 
m y gals. Milly Ann is the wes t forty, 
which I sh'd judge about fifteen hun'rd 
dollars, countln' in improvements. How 
long 'ud it take you to save up that much, 
John?" 

John w a s lost in calculation Six bits a 
month, twelve months In a year, tobacker 
out, and— 

"Gee whizz! Give it up," he said. 
Zook looked serious. "I said forty to 

each gal," he resumed, "but sh'd 'a' said 
eighty. An' sister Zerilda she owns the 
hun'rd'n s ixty j'inln' on the south, where 
we got the wheat and alfalfy. She 
hain't got no heirs 'cipt m y four gals. 
That's forty more apiece. Milly Ann she's 
young ylt . Won't be fit to marry fore 

three years. If you want to keep on like 
you have been adoin', she's yourn wi th 
her eighty end of that t ime. W h a t d'ye 
say?" 

John w a s a man of f ew words. H e 
considered it foolish to w a s t e energy in 
talking that might be so much more 
profitably expended in hoeing potatoes. 
So in answer to Zook's proposition he 
climbed up to the barn loft, divested him­
self of his traveling suit, put his overalls 
on and went out to plow corn on the 
forty he hoped to acquire w i t h the hand 
of Milly Ann. 

A s he followed the long rows he be­
gan to think of himself as a moneyed 
man. He also speculated on the chance 
of Zerilda moving along to another world 
before the expiration of three years. I t 
did not look likely. Zerilda lived w i t h 
her brother Shem and sa t just across the 
the table from Prune. She was a litt le 
bit dry and crabbed, but sound in wind 
and limb. 

Two years stretched out across the 
fields where John Prune sowed and 
reaped. Milly Ann grew up, broad backed 
as one of the Hereford calves, low of 
brow and yel low of skin. Peter Keroher 
began to spruce up to her. 

John Prune in the full right of having; 
the prior claim, objected to Zook. Zook 
>ughed . "Hold yer hosses, John," he 
said. "We'll fool 'em one of these days ." 

But Peter drove over to the county seat 
with Milly Ann in his buckboard one day 
and married her. Zook prepared a great 
marriage feast and called in the neighbors. 
While it w a s in progress John Prune sa t 
with his back against the corncrib and 
figured it out that he had lost, Zook found 
him there. 

"They beat us, John," he said. "But 
don't you mind it, man. You go right 
OP as you have been doln'. There's Mag­
gie coroin' on like a stalk o' corn, an' a t 
the end o' your three years you can take 
'stid o' Milly Ann." 

Hope lifted i ts head timidly in John 
Prune's heart Maggie w a s comely and 
altogether more desirable than Milly Ann. 
As time drew out Prune concluded that 
he had gained in the transaction. 

Zook let a contract to a ci ty man for the 
buidling of a barn. The contractor spurred 
around Maggie wi th the c i ty airs and 
quickly won her. Zook, well pleased a t the 
addition of such an energetic and useful 
person to his family, provided a second i n -
fare supper. 

John Prune lost his temper. H e wai ted 
until nearly midnight on the kitchen 
porch, wi th a singletree, in the shadow of 
some morning-glory vines, for Zook t o 
come out. but Zook ddin't come. The 
sound of revelry and Zook's b ig voice in 
laughter overflowed the house. 

"They're a-laughln' a t me," said Prune, 
and he bowed his head to the porch rail­
ing and sobbed. H e w a s there when Zeril­
da went out to take a puff a t her pipe. 
She placed her hand on his shoulder, pat­
ted it soothingly and said, "Poor man,' 
poor feller!" 

Prune looked up. 
"Wouldn't worry 'bout them there 'celt-

ful critters in yander," she continued. 
"They're a-pokin' fun at a heap of more 
hon ester an' Christianer person than 
theirselves, so they air, an' I told 'em i t 
too." 

"Thank you, ma'am," said Prune, a 
great wave of grattiude sweeping over 
him—"thank you f'om the bottom o' m y 
heart!" 

"What a' you mean foolin* away your 
time a-workm' out your insldes here for 
Sh<=m on promise of a gal an' forty acres 
o' land? Shem he never did 'tend to let 
you have Milly Ann, neither did he 'tend 
to let you have Maggie. Brags all round 
the country what a cheap hand he's got. 
Shem he'll more'n likely come round in 
the mornin' an' offer you Tilda Jane. 
She'll be big enough to marry In 'bout five 
year." k 

Prune reached out in the shadow a n d ] 
grasped the singletree. Zerilda went-on: f 

"Always did puzzle m e w h y a sensible 
man like you wanted to be humbugged s o 
by Shem. Forty acres an' a gal! Huh! I 
own the south hun'rd an' sixty, an' I'm 
as good a s any gal Shem Zook ever raised 
'r ever will raise '" 

Next morning John Prune didn't bring 
the milk to the house Zook went down 
to the barn to negotiate wi th him con­
cerning Tilda Jane, chuckling over the 
prospect of at elast four years more of 
cheap help. Prune w a s not there. Zook 
looked in the loft where he slept- The 
Grand Army suit w a s gone from the nail 
behind the door. 

Tilda Ann came running down the path 
with something in her hand. 

"A'nt 'Rilda's gone," she panted, "an* 
here's a letter she must '&' left for you.'* 

Zook opened it and read: 

respect, of Berlin, Vienna, St. Petersburg, 
Paris and London. But the society de­
clares that the details down to the mi­
nutest feature of its code embody "the 
truest good form," and "no well-ordered 
mind can ignore these regulations and yet 
expect to be a harmonious member of so ­
ciety." The mistake the sticklers for such 
minute regulations make is in supposing 
that there can be no good manners unless 
their code of etiquette i s ' fu l ly accepted. 
They are like the Pharisees of ancient Ju-
dea, who laid down innumerable petty re­
quirements, which the law of Moses did 
not require to be done and which kept the 
Jew who tried to practice them on a pain­
ful tension continually, from the time he 
got up in the morning until he w e n t to bed 
at night. There are certain canons of 
good breeding which should, of course, 
a lways be recognized and practiced. 
Courtesy between people is a necessary re­
quirement of social usage, but true et i ­
quette is not the lugging in of excessively 
numerous laws of conduct, the laying of 
mere mechanical and physical details upon 
men and Women. It is entirely beyond the 
province of a work on etiquette to in­
struct rational people how to converse in 
society, how to crack jokes, etc. The So­
ciety of Self-Culture becomes a tyrannical 
dictator in this and in other respects, 
where freedom is demanded. Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox, for instance says in this book 
that "the social code is a s important m its 
way as the legal code" and "ignorance of 
etiquette is without excuse ." That is, 
the "social code" so minutely laid down 
by the Society of Self-Culture. 

Such dist inguished writers on good form 
as Mrs. M. E. W. Sherwood, Margaret 
W a t t s Livingston, Harriet Hubbard Ayer 
and Adelaide Gordon, lay down the code 
for dress, amusements , weddings, conver­
sation, calls, cards, receptions, dinners, 
breakfasts, luncheons and suppers, table 
manners, funerals and correspondence. 
The social code of society is as punctilious 
as to funerals as it is wi th regard to wed­
dings or theater parties. Society mus t 
stick to the code even in death and pass 
to the other world with becoming defer­
ence to the minutest details of the instru­
ment. Seven pages are devoted to funer­
als. The period of seclusion by mourners 
is laid down a s three weeks . After that 
they have more liberty, and, a t the end of 
six monts , they can begin the old round 
of amusements . This s ix months' period 
is not observed by many society people, 
however, for they are somet imes back "in 
the swim" in a few weeks , "to divert their 
minds." 

The directions as to street car usage 
are very good, but the fewest number of 
ladies observe the requirement to thank 
a man for g iv ing UD his seat- The di­
rect ions a s t o eating are minute and over­
done. Mrs. Livingston dispairingly admits 
that "there are persons of undoubted good 
breeding who persist in fingering tneir a s ­
paragus and in devouring their corn on 
the cob." She pronounces this a s "sav­
age methods of feeding" which should be 
confined to t h e privacy of the savage's 
own home, and "even there It is a shock­
ing sight." It is, inueed, "awful." 

There i s an interesting chapter on eti­
quette for servants . Mrs. Livingston, who 
wri tes the latter, lays down the law vig­
orously a n d incidentally complains that 

the American mistress has a slovenly 

as 'the girls.' " She says they are no t 
"girls" but "maids," and should alwaye 
be spoken of as such. That is an E n g ­
lish custom which has a lways been in 
use in Virginia, before it became the 
"style" in N e w York. 

• T H E MAGAZINES. 
Harper's for September contains some 

most pleasing illustrations in colors and 
tint, as Edwin Abbey's illustrations of 
"The Quest of the Holy Grail," repro­
duced in color from the mural paintings 
in the Boston museum, and Howard 
Christy's fine drawings reproduced in col­
or to illustrate Mrs Humphry Ward's 
serial, "Lady Rose's Daughter." and 
Eickmeyer's illustrations of Hartmann's 
"A Reverie a t the Sea Shore." Attrac­
tive, too are the illustrations a c c o m ­
panying Professor Sommerville's paper on 
"Epochs of Engraving," showing s o m e of 
the rare and beautiful specimens In h i s 
collections. There are eight attract ive 
short stories, some of the contributor* 
being Margaret Deland, Guy Carryl, 
Thomas Janvier and W. W. Jacobs. Wi l ­
liam Sharp's "In Stevenson's Country," 
Illustrated by Wood, brings the reader i n ­
to the scenes and atmosphere where t h e 
story-teller passed his youth. Mr. Sharp, 
a profound admirer of Stevenson, a d ­
mits , a s other of his friends have, h ie 
defects, saying that "he had a more o* 
less distracting swarm of minor incon­
sistencies and plans habitually in ev i ­
dence about the honey of his brilliant 
mind and his good and sane heart." Mr. 
Blakely's paper on Macauley's Engl ish 
is a fine tribute to the painstaking rhe­
torician, who is declared by Mr. B. to be 
"the most popular and successful writer 
of the nineteenth century," and the one 
w h o "paid most attent ion to grammar, 
and who studied most assiduously the 
classical authors." No one, with any po­
etic inst inct will skip Edith Wharton'e 
beautiful poem "The Bread of the A n ­
gels ." 

McClure's contains a ful-page portrait 
of President Roosevelt accompanying a 
breezy and intell igent paper on "Cuban 
Reciprocity" by Will iam Allen White , 
who puts the whole question and h o w 
congress dealt wi th It in concrete form, 
showing that it is more than a business 
issue, even a moral issue wherein t h e 
right and the wrong of the matter are 
easily discernible. Mont Pelee has g iven 
all the magazines much Interesting m a t ­
ter, and one of the best descriptions of 
tire fiery affair is found in McClure's, 
from the pen of A. F. Jaccaci, an emi­
nent artist, who will be remembered b y 
many people of the twin cit ies, for h e 
w a s here some years ago. The paper i s 
w e l l I l l u s t r a t e d . T h e f o u r t h p a p e r b y 
Miss Ellen Stone, describing her experi­
ence among the brigands In Turkey, ap* 
pears, and there are stories by Stewart 
Edward White (The River Boss) , Herman 
VIele (The Guest of Honor), Mary S t e w ­
art Cutting (The Happiest Time) , Ge»x 
Madden Martin (Venus or Minerva?) a n d 
Hamlin Garland (Hippy, the Dare-Devi l . ) 
N e w York: The S. S. McClure company, 
141-155 E. Twenty-fifth street. 
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1 A N O T H E R H I T 
Crookston Times. 

The Minneapolis Journal scores another <Mt-
habit of -speaking of her female domest ics 'with i ts "In « iNutshell" editorial feature, , 


