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FRIDAY EVENING, AUGUST 29, 1902

MINNESOTA’S GREAT FAIR

Something About Its History and Growth—The Show
This Year to Be Better Than Ever.

THE GREATEST FAIRINTHE WORLD

Majority of Those Who Visit It Come Through the Gateway of Min-
neapolis, “The State Fair City”"—What the Fair Has to Offer This
Year—A Magnificent Display.

NNESOTA'S fair, the largest
and most successful exhibition
of the kind in America, has be-
come an annual event of vast
Importance In the industrial af-
the west., The products of the

fairs o
farm, of the factory and of all branches
of industry at it are gathered for display.

It was a wise cholco on the part of the
managers that the fair was placed where

it is. Minneapolis has become the loglcal
state falr center. Recognition of the fu-
turs greatness of Minneapolis led to the
fair's being placed batween the two cities,
in days when Minneapolls was just a
growing city and ng more. But Minne-
apolls grew and has opened her arms so
wide that now peopla of nearly the whole
of tha state on their way to the falr are
caught by them. People from the north,
northwest, west, southwest and south
came to Minneapolis first on thelr way
to the falr. Even {f they camse to
it by way of the capital ecity, ac-
cess to the flour city has been made so
easy that they come on to the greater
city. The rallroads have made it easy.
Minneapolis' greatness could not be fg-
nored by the roads and this recognition has
been assoclated with a general recognition
by the people of the fact that Minneapolls
is the state falr' eity.

As the products of the farm from all
directions meet In this market, so the peo-
ple from all parts of the northwest and
from the southwest meat hers to view the
industrial results of the year. ¥

In the successful handling of a big falr,
{t Is necessary not only that the location
should ba central but there should be
facilities for housing and handling the
people. The state fair visitor wants
comfort as well as a good time. Minne-
apolls 1s exceptionally well equipped with
hotel facllities and means of transit. The
gtate falr furnishes thousands of north-
western peopla an annual outing which
they are always willlng to repeat.

As a rule, agricultural fairs are not a
guccess. Many reasons have been as-
signed for fallures and one always to be
remembered is the poor management.
The Minnesota state falr has had the
advantage of good business management.
But with this, if the fair wera not so lo-
cated as to command good patronage, the
result might ba different. Minneapolis is
the largest city by a long margin in the
state, and the patronage of its people is
g big item in the fair's financlal results,

MINNESOTA IS FIRST

Her State Falr Ecllpses All Others In
Country.

The Minnesota state falr has occupled
first place among the state fairs of Ameri-
ca for a number of years. This meang
that it not only has the most numerous
exhibits, but that it pays more and larger
premiums and has a larger attendance
than any other fair. It has even sur-
pasgsed the great Canadian falr at Tor-
anto, until recently the largest In Ameri-
ca

Consplcuous among the reasons for the
marvelous success of the Minnesota falr
has been its conservative, yet most prog-
ressilve and business-like management.
Most of the members of its official famity
have been interested in the fair Ffok
many years, and have taken a personat
pride in bullding it up on broad lines
for the good of the state. Self-interest
has been walved and the interesta of the
peopla of a great commonwealth con-
sulted. This has made the Minnesota fair
not a political stepladder—as is the casa
in some states—but a business Institu-
tlon managed on business principles and
with a large degree of practical common
sense,

Ona of the most notable undertakings
which the falr has put under way has
been the establishment of natlonal llve
stock exhibits. These exhibits have now
become a permanent part of the fair and
have already done much towards develop-
ing the stock growing industry In this
part of the country. Thelr futurs influ-
ence on the success of farmers and the
progress of the dalrying Industry cannot
be estimated.

“Forty-third” 1s the numeral applied to
the state falr which will open next Mon-
day, Bept. 1. That 18 the announcement
on the bllls, and by the system of num-
bering, long since adopted, the numeral is
correct, but the state falrs such such
gtormy times In the early days—there
wera =o many breaks and Intermissions
that it would puzzle a “Philadelphia law-
yer” to state just when the first state fair
was held, and to give an accurate reason
why this is the forty-third.

Filrst Falr In 1857.

The earllest terirtorial agricultural falr
held in Minnesota was by the Hennepin
County Agricultural scclety, at Minneap-
olls, In October, 1854. Colonel John H.
Btevens wasa president of the soclety, Joal
B. Bassett, Alexander Moore, Warren
Fletcher, A. E. Ames, John
‘H. B8tevens, P. Prescott, Joseph Dean and
John 8. Mann being named as incorpora-
tors. Speeches were made at the falr by
Governor W. A. Gorman, ex-Governor
Alexander Ramsey and Judge B. B. Meek-

er., The falr was a great success, as all
Hennepin county failrs have been ever
since, and was an incentive to other coun-
ties to join with Hennepin county the fol-
lowing year.

The Minnesota Territorial (now state)
Agricultural soclety was organized on
Jan. 4, 1854, at the capitol, 8t. Paul, and
the following officers were electad for
that year: Presldent, General W. A, Gor-
man; vies presidents, J. W. Selby, Ram-

sey county: R. M. Richardson, Benton
county; Robert Watson, Washington
county; John H. BStevens, Ilennepin

county; 8. M. Cook, Dakota county, and
W. H. Nobhles, Scott county; secretary,
Dr. A. E. Ames, Hennepin county; treas-
urer, C. A. Parker, Ramsey county; ex-
ecutive committee, B. . Hoyt, of Ram-
sey, W. R. Brown of Washington, N. E.
Stoddard of Hennepin, Captain J, 8. B.
Todd of Cass, and W. 8. Allison of Da-
kota.

For the next two yvears Minneapolls re-
malned the place for falrs, but In 1858
theres was a period of depresslon and none
was held. In 1859 a falr was held in Bt.
Paul, but the first falr to make an im-
presslon was that of 1880, which was
called the “second annual state fair." It
was held at Fort Snelling. Cassius M.
Clay, than a rising young orator, was
present, and made an orntion.

At last, in 1883, it was decided to have
a falr worthy of the name ‘“'state,”” and to
secure A permanent location. There was
a long controversy over the latter point,
but the knot was at last cut by the pre-
sentation to the state, by 8t. Paul, of the
Ramsey county poor farm near Hamline.
The gift was accepted, and the fair has
been held thera ever since, with con-
stantly Increasing succesa.

FORTUNATE IN MANAGEMENT

Officers of the State Falr Men of Unusual
Abllity.

The Minnesota state falr has been ex-
ceptionally fortunate in its management.
The fair is given under the auspices of the
Minnesota State Agricultural society, an
organization formed under the constitu-
tion as a part of the state government,
but composed of delegates from local agri-
cultural associations having the entire
management of its affairs In its own
hands. #

The soclety meets annually and electa
two members of the board of managers
to serve for three years, besides a presi-
dent and two vlce-presidents each to
serve for one year. It has been customary
to elect a vice-president from Minneapolis
and another from 8t. Paul, and to distrih-
ute the other oXcers through the state
with a general idea of geographical loca-
tion. At the same time there has been a
strong sentiment during the last ten or a
dozen years in favor of putting in officers
who will look flrst to the success of the
falr and to its prominence and useful-
ness, and who do not seek the places for
their own political benefit. Thus it has
come about that the officials of the Min-
nesota falr have heen mostly men who de-
sire a practical, useful fair, which shall
be of constant and growlng benefit to the
state.

The presldent elected last year was C.
N. Cosgrove of Le Sueur. Mr. Cosgrove's
election was in the line of clvil service ad-
vancement, for he had been connected
with the fair as a member of the board of
management and was enthuslastic in his
efforts for its succes. As a breeder of
fine stock and a prominent member of the
Amerlean Hereford Breeders' assoclation.
he was a logical candidate for the head of
an Institution which makes a speclalty of
exhibits of live stock and which has es-
tablished great natlonal cattle exhibitlons
for the northwest.

Besides Mr. Cosgrove's experlence on
the board, where all the general matters
pertaining to the fair are considered, he
had had for a number of years the super-
intendency of the gates. This means that
he had charge of the datalls of ticket sell-
ing and collecting, and accounting, with
all that this means in a large and prowing
fair. It wlill be seen that Mr. Cosgrove
had an all around preparation for the re-
sposibllity which he has assumed this
year. He Is a hard worker and is de-
termined to make the fair of 1902 a splen-
did success.

The Vice Presldents.

Chester A. 8mith of 8t. Paul first vice
president of the falr, has been for a num-
ber of years vice president, and was
chosgen to this position upon recommen-
datlon of the business men of St. Paul.
His special work on the board has been
as chairman of the amusement committes,
which Includes the evening entertain-
ments, for the success of which Mr.
8mith has been largely responsible.

For Minneapolis the vice presldent this
year i{s B. F. Nelson. No man is better
known in the lumber business or has a
higher standing in elty or state. Mr.
Nelzon has held several municipal offices
in Minneapolis and could have had almost
any other which he would consent to fill.
His election thls vear came upon the
unanimous recommendation, to the Agri-
cultural society, of the Minneapolls Com-

TWO ACTIVE STATE FAIR OFFICIALS.

SECRETARY E. W. RANDALL, HAMLINE.

PRESIDENT

C. N. COSGROVE, LE SUEUR.

mercial Club. His good business coun-
sel has been found extremely valuable to
the board of managers and he has pro-
ven himself a most efficlent member. Mr.
Nelson's speclal dutles include the su-
perintendency of the Main or Exposition
building, as well as the manufacturers’
exhibit and Woman's building.

Colonel] W. M. Liggett mlght be ecalled
the dean of the board of managers of the
state fair as he is, in fact, dean of the
agricultural department of the state uni-
versity. He has been a long time on the
board, was at one tlme secretary, and has
always been very prominent in the man-
agement of the state fair. Colonel Lig-
gett probably knows more about general
agricultural matters than any other man
in Minnesota and he is looked upon, all
over the country, as an authority. Last
vear he was elected president of the Na-
tional Association of Agricultural College
and Experiment Stations, an honor which
{s only accorded to men of the highest
rank. Although thoroughly familiar with
every department of the falr Colonel Lig-
gett's tastes turn especially toward llve
stock, and for many seasons past he has
been superintendent of the division of
cattle, His personal influence did much,
in earlier days, to build up the cattle
department of the fair. He has been
largely responsible for the davelopment of
the national cattle exhibitions which have
now become a prominent feature of the
fair.

The hortleultural department iz In
charge of J. M. T'nderwood of the board of
managers., Mr. Underwood is at the head
of a large nursery company and was for
years president of the State Horticultural
Society. He Is an authority on everything
pertaining to fruit and flowers, and also
knows the state falr thoroughly in all its
branches, He Is a man of great executive
ability, and for this reason., if no other,
has been assigned for several years the
thankless task of superintending the poli-
cing of the falr grounds, His management
of this work has done much to imorove
conditions on the grounds and to prevent
the operations of fakirs and swindlers.
He has also succeeded in keeping the
grounds clean—a most difficult task.

Mr, Underwood is alwasys assisted In the
horticultural department by A. W. La-
tham, secretary of the Minnesota State
Horticultural Society, and one of the best-
posted fruit men in the northwest.

. The Horse Dlvision.

The horse dlvision of the fair is in
charge of Dr. J. C. Curryer of Mankato.
He is thoroughly familiar with the depart-
ment and glves it close attention. W. G.
Sawyer, another member of the board of
managers, has speclal charge of the de-
partment of machinery, and L. D. Baird,
the newest member of the board, is super-
intendent of privileges. The department
of agriculture is guided by N. 8. Gordon
of Crookston, who has been very success-
ful in building up the exhibits of grains
and vegetables. These gentlemen are all
qualified for thelr work, and each brings
to the servele of the fair some peculiar
qualification. All are enthusiastic and en-
ergetic.

All that can be sald about the heads of
the various divisions ean be repeated with
equal truth about E. W. Randall the sec-
retary of the falr and its executive head.
Mr. Randall is an exceptional man for this
kind of position. Born and reared upon a
farm In Minnesota, and for years engaged
in practical farming, he brings to his
work a thorough knowledge of the prac-
tical things of farm life as well as an in-
telligent conception of the needs of the
farmers of the northwest. His farming
career was interrupted to take up news-
paper work and various business enter-
prises which gave him experience in other
lines than farming, and brought him into
touch with a wider range of activities. He
came first to the fair to look after cler-
lcal work in connection with the premium

list, and from this position was promoted
to the post of secretary. He has, to a
high degree, a faculty for management.

AMUSEMENTS

Whereé the Coming Falr WII
Strong.

The coming Minnesota state fair will
be exceptionally strong in amusement
features. As In every other department
of the fair there will be more and better
things In this department than ever be-

Be Very

B. F. NELBON,
Vice President for Minneapolls, State A gricul-
“# - tural Soclety.

fore. There will be diversion for every
one; and the sports, spectacles and en-
tertainments will be of the highest class.

Racing always goes with a state fair
amusement program. The races at“the
Minnesota state fair are of the highest
order, and are condutted under the most
prominent horsemen of the country, no
pool selling, the judges are the most
prominent horsemen of thec ountry, no
irregularities are countenanced and the
purses are paid promptly after the races.
These conditions have made the Minne-
sota state fair races immensely popular
with horsemen, and more horses are en-
tered at the coming fair than ever have
been enterad in a western race meet,
while the quality is of the very best. No
race is for less than §1.000, and two great
$5.000 races have attracted some of the
best horses in the country.’

The sensation of each evening will be
the production of Pain's great spectacle,
“The Siege of China''—a - pyrotechnic
drama founded upon the recent but al-
ready historic Boxer troubles In China,
and the relief of Peking by the allied
troops. It is a most graphic reproduction
of scenes around the Chinese capital, and
the picturesque oriental architecture and
the gorgeous costumes of soldlers and
royvalty lend themselves well to such
a spectacular production. A stage 300
feet long is required for the plece, and
10,000 wyards of canvas furnish the
scenery. At the close of each night's
production there will be a special display
of fireworks of the finest and most up-
to-date character.

Another sensational thing i the per-
formance of the great Schreyer. a noted
nerial cyele rider. It is the most dare-
devil act ever seen at any place in the
whole world. Schreyer mounts to the top
of a long incline 100 feet above the
ground. Down the slope he coasts on a
bicycle. At the foot of the slope he is
still thirty-five feet above the ground and
from the end of this lofty platform he

darts, bicycle and all and flying through
the air for eighty-five feet, lands in a tank
of water. Persons who have seen this act
say that it makes the famous “'loop the
loop™ act seem tame by comparison.

Besides these things thera will he fine
hippodrome racing each afternoon and
evening, high wire walking and perform-
ing, some clever aerial work, ballovon as-
censions and parachute drops and a lot of
minor amusements which will keep things
lively every day and evening.

Aslde from the amusements In froni of
the grand stand there are countless other
attractions on the grounds, which come
under this head. Band concerts, sights
and scenes on the “midway." an old-fash-
foned barebcue, tests of strength and
skill, cattla parades, cowbny processlon—
a hundred things to see and enjoy.

If one goes to the falr only to seek
amusement he will find plenty of it and
that of the best.

Complete Program.

The complete program for falr week is
as follows:

MONDAY, BEPT. 1 GOOD ROADS AND LA-
FPO™ BAY.

Morning—9 a. m., officia} opening of the for-
tr-third annual state fair. No amusement pro-
gram is provided s, the mornings of the falr.
Customm end econy ~ee has established that
the forencons sha® a #pent in examining the ex-
hibits in the wvari:: aulldings. Speclal events
which will oecur ir “he forenoons will be noted
under the various da‘es of fair week.

Afternoon—1 p. m., #t the grand etand. Races:
No. 1, 2:00 class, pacing, $1,000; No. 2, 2:45
class, trotting, $1,000; No. 8, running race,
half-mile heats, two In three, $200; No. 4,
running race, 1%-mile hurdle, for 3-year-olds and
npwards, $250; balloon ascensjon; band concert:
the great Schreyer, aerial cyelist and fying dive
act; aerlal speciallies: bigh srire act: hippo-
drome races. 2 p. m., good roads conventlon,
institute hall; road-making demonstrations on the
grounds.

Evealng—8 0'Clock, at ithe Grand Stand—One-
half mwile running race, heats: one mile run-
ning ruce, dash; Imlloon ascension; band roncert;
the grent Schreyer, nerial cyclist and fiying dive
act; aerinl speclalties: high-wire act; hippo-
drome races: Pain's grand spectacle and fire-
works display, “War In° China” and ""A Night
in Peking'' (direct from Manhattan Reach, N.
Y.), depleting 1ife, enstomas and ceremonies of
the sacred city, finishing with the inveeting of
the emhassier b ythe Chinese, rescue of the Euro-
peans and ecapture of the city by the allied
troopa.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 2—S8T. PAUL DAY.

Morning—10 a. m., good roads econvention, In-
stitnte hall: road-making demonstratious on the
grounds: auetion sale of cattle in large tents.

Afternoon—1 p. m. at the Grand Stand—
Races: Nou. 3. 2:13 clags, pacing. $§3,000; (St.
Paul purse, gnaranteed by St.Paul business men);
No. 0, 2:25 eclass, trotting, $1.000; No. 7, run-
ning race, two-mile hurdle, for A-vear-olds and
upwards, £300: balloon ascension: band concert:
the great Schreyer, aerinl exclist and firing dive
art; aerinl specialties: high-wire act: hippodrome
rares; 2 p. m., good roadas convention, Institute
hall: road-inaking demonstrations: 2 p. m.,
indging of waddle horses on half-mile track om
the grounds: 3 p. m., judging of harness horses,
matehed heavy and light carriage teams on half-
mile track.

Evening—=& n'eclock, at the grand stand:
evening programe are enhstantinlly
during the entire fair. The wariations will con-
sist only In elightly different arrangement of
the order of specialty performances and a change
in the fireworks display for the sake of novelty.)

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 2—FARMERS' DAY.

Morning—10 o'clock, gond roads convention in
Institute hall; demonstration of road making om
the grounds.

Afternoon—1 o'clock, at the grand etand, races:
No. 8, 2:13 clesa. trotting, $1.000; Ne, 0, 2:30
class, pacing, $£1.000; No. 10, ronning race, half-
mile beats, §200; balloon ascenslon; hand con-
cert; the great Sechreyer, aerial cyellst and
firing dive act; aerial specinlties: high wire
ncte; hippodrome races; 1 o'clock. auction sale of
ecattle in Iarge tents; 2 o'clock. judging ot
matched roadster team on half-mile track; 2:30
o'clock, jndging of single heavy harness horses
on half-mile track: & o'clock, judging of single
roadsters on half-mile track; continued demon-
strations of roand making.

Evening—S8 o'clock, at the grand stand. (The
evening programs are substantlally the same
during the entire fair. The variations will consiat
only in elightly different arrangement of the

(The
the same

order of speclalty performances and a change in
the fireworks display for the sake of novelty.)

THURBDAY, S8EPT. 4.—LIVE STOCKE AND
DAIRY DAY.
Morning—Continued demonstrations of road

making on the grounds; 10 o'clock, session of the
convention of postmasters of Minnesota.

Afternoon—1 o'clock, at the grand stand:

No. 11, 2:18 class, pacing, $1.000; Neo. 12, 2:35
class, trotting; No. 13, running race, 114-mile
novelty, $250; No. 14, running race,
hurdle, for 8-year-olds and upward, $300; bal-
loon ascension; band concert; the great Schreyer,
aerial cyellst and fiying dive act; aerial special-
tles; high wire act; hippodrome races; 1 o'clock,
auction sale of cattle in large tents; 2 o'clock,
convention of postmasters of Minnesota, in In-
stitute hall; continued demonstrations of road
making.

two-mile

Evening—8 o'clock, at the grand stand. (The

evening programs are substantially the same

during the entire fair. The variations will conslist

only in slightly different arrangement of the
order of speclalty performances and a change in
the fireworks display for the sake of novelty.)

FRIDAY, SEPT. 5.—MINNEAPOLIS DAY.
Morning —9 o'clock, session of conventlon of

postmasters of Minnesota; continued demonstra-

tions of road makirg.

Afternoon—1 o'clock, at the grand stand:
Live stock parade; No. 15, 2:21 class. trotting,
$5.000 (Minneapolis purse, guaranteen by Min-
neapolis business men); No. 16, running race,
South 8t. Paul Derby, balf-mile heats, §$200;
cowboy parade by live stock firms of South Et.
Paul; balloon ascension; band concert; the great
Schreyer, aerial eyellat and diving act: relal
specialties; high wire act; hippodrome races;
continued demonstrations of road making.

Evening—8:o'clock, at the grand stand. (The
evening programs are substantially the same
during the entire falr. The variationa will conelst
only in slightly different arrangement of the
order of specialty performances and a change in

+the fireworks display for the sake of novelty.)

BATURDAY, SEPT. 6.—TWIN CITY DAY.

Morning—Continued demonstrations of road
making.

Afternoon—1 o'clock, at the grand stand: No.
17, 2:10 class, trotting, $1,000; No. 18, 2:40
claes, pacing. £1,000; No. 19, running race, one-
mile dash, §200; No. 20, running race, 113-mile
hurdle, for 3-yvear-olde and upwards, $250; hal-
loon ascension; band concert; the great Schreyer,
aerial eyeclist and firing dive act: aerial special-
ties; high wire act: hippodrome races; continued
demonstrationge of road making.

Evening—8 o'clock. at the grand stand. (The
evening programs are substantially the same
during the entire fair. The variations will conslat
only In slightly different arrangement of the
order of specialty performances and a change In
the fireworks displey for the sake of novelty.)

Schrey=r's Sansational Feat.

Sensational, but faintly describes the
thrilling performance of A. M. Schreyer,
the dare devil aerial cyclist whose breath
taking ride down the chute and dive
through space into a shallow tank of
water will be exploited for the first time
in this part of the country at the Minne-
sota State Fair during the first week In
September.

Nothing to equal it for daring has ever
been witnessed here. The chute s a
skeleton -llke framework three feet In
widih, 103 feet above the surface at its
heigheat polnt and descending at an angle
of 70 degrees, to a point where It suddenly
ends, fiftv feet above the ground. Eighty
feet away is a basin filled with three feet
of water. Schreyer attired in a costume
not unlike an ordinary bathing sult,
mounts to the chute and with critical eye
measures the distance from its lower end
high in the alr, to the tank down below,
and then with measured steps, as If
counting the distance, walks to the start-
ing point, so high above the spectators
that they fairly gasp as he mounts his
wheel. From here Schreyer can see noth-
ing of the tank where he is to fall.

Suddenly the fearless cycler is seen to
e coming down the chute. Faster and
faster goes his wheel and it is going at a
terrific rate when wheel and man spin
out upon the up-curved foot of the frame
still fifty feet above the surface of the
park.

When exactly eight feet from the end.of
the narrow track Schreyver springs clear
of his pedals and seat—upward, outward
and downward a body flashing through
space for full eighty feet. The bicycle
goes over the brink and falls a wrecked
mass of steel just an instant after the
daring cycler kas fallen with a great
splash of water full into the very middle
of the tank.

The Valdis Sisters.

Almost at the last moment the manage-
ment of the state fair has been successful
in obtaining another specialty attraction
which adds very materially to the pro-
gram of amusements for the coming fair.
The prize which has been secured is no
less than the Valdis sisters—two aerial
rerformers of world-wide reputation; and
when the word *‘world-wide' is used, it
is meant just as it is written. The Vaidis
sisters have traveled all over Europe and
have been received with the greatest sat-
isfaction in the leading playhouses on two
continents. The sisters are twins and
work together in concerted acts with the
greatest success. They have invented and
introduced a revolving trapeze which is
one of the greatest noveltles of aerial per-
formance. One of the greatest acts pre-
sented Is & wonderful dive by Lizzie Var-
dis from a tower 100 feet high. So con-

“servative a paper as the Boston Herald

says of them:

No wonder the clever ladies attract large andi-
ences wherever they go, for a more daring and
at the same time graceful performance than
that they glve on the trapeze it ls impossible to
conceive. There 18 nothing coarse about {t—
nothing to shoek the proprieties, but all is dis-
tinguished by neatuess and artistic finish. The
revolving apparatus on which they go througi
their most wonderful feats Is a novel feature
in such entertalnments, aud the “lttle ladies,*’
for they are little in stature, pose themselves
in attitudes which artiste might study with ad-
vantage. Even when thy tie themselves into
knots there {8 not an ugly angle in their bodies,
but curves most pleasant to the ere. Ther have
also a crtain *‘ehic’” and *‘go”” which distin-
guishes them from otber female grmnasts, and
at the geame time their entertainments create no
sensation of dread for their safety. Their de-
seont of the silken cord may be specially eclited
for the grace with which it Is executed, and the
terrific dive into the net, made by one of them,

peeds, to use a well-worn phrase, ““must be seen
to be appreclated.”” Their entertalnment s io-
deed *‘the poetry of athletics.” i

THE SEIGE OF PEKIN

Magnlificent Presentation of Taking of
Chinese Capltal.

Magnificent displays of fireworks have
become one of the regular features of the
'Minnesota state falr. The larger part
of the evenlng performance each night of
fair week is taken up with a spectacular
pyrotechnical drama and for several years
these have been put on by the famous
Paln's Flreworks Company of Chicago.
This vear the latest thing produced by
the Pains will be given at the fair and
it will be the best that has ever been
seen in the west. It is called “The Siege
of Peking' and is based on the military
operations of the allied powers a year or
so ago. The play is put on a stage 300
feet long with several hundred people in
the cast, and all accessories for a great
spectacle. Each night the show will close
with a tremendous display of rockets,
bombs and other fircworks of the highest
order.

Following Is & synopsis of the spectacle:

SYNOPSIS OF EVENTS.

Grand fete to the emperor, downger empress and
imperial court; soldiers making way for his
highness, the emperor and court; crowds forced
10 make room; then comnes the mandaring of
varlous castes; the wearers of buttons of va-
rious colors denoting their rank and station;
the procession slowly approaches the palace,
The people being deeply Impressed with awe
and reverence. The emperor, the son of heav-
en and the father of his people, who has been
among his children, now re-enters his palace;
the festivities then commence, introducing here
high-class appropriate speclalties: parade of
the Chinese armies and Boxers: arrival of the
German amassador by the Chinese mob; thae
emperor and his eourt flee from the royad
palace; arrival of the Americans, Germdes,
English, Frebeb, Russlan and Japanese com-
manders; emperor refuses to digenss the situa-
tion: allled forces attack the forts of Peking
by the allled troops: repulse of the Chinese
soldiers; the great battle scene by the com-
bined forces of the allies; destruction of the
fortifications: general assault and rescue of the
Europeans, ete.; victorlous parade and grand
review of the allled trcops in the ‘‘forldden
eity.’" At the close of the spectacle, “'Pain's
Wounderful Fireworks,” with change of pro-
gram nightly. The audlence is requested to re-
main seated until the final bonquet of rockets,
which closes the entertainment.

Endless List of Fireworks.

Nothing approaching the clogsing fire=
works display to be given after each eve=
ning’'s performance at the state fair has
ever been seen in the west. One has only
to read the following list to appreciate
the truth of this statement:

1—Salute of Aerial Guns—Fifteen inches—fired
from morturs, glving loud reports. (8).

2—Grand {uomination of the lake and grounds
with colored lights ,changing color five
times. (25 1bs.)

3—Grand Flight of Mammoth PRalloons—Carry= ¢
ing magnesium lights (3) flooding the en-
tire nelghorbood with dazzling light, fin-
ishing with a string of jewels 100 fest
long. constantly changing ecolor as they
float through epace and other pleasing ef-
fects.

4—The Polychromatle Canopy—Produced by the
discharge of large rockets; containing
Pain's latest tints and electrie effects.
Enveloping the entire sky with brilllant
colors, artistically blended.

5—Grand Aquatic Display—Pain's mammoth
fiery geysers—aubmarine exploslons throw-
ing enormous volumes of swater high in
the alr; Pain's wonderful firing fish, rieing
from water to air, from air to water,
also those comlcal fellows, Paln’s *‘div-
ing devils.”

8—Pain’'s New Century Bombs (3}—On rearch-
ing a high altitude the bomb bursts and
releageg five other shells, which in thelr
turn pour myriads of stars into the heav-
ens.

7—Two Gigantle Batterles of JTeweled Mines—
IMsplaying beautiful tints as they rise
in’ the air.

8—Glgantic Batterles of Large Sancissons—(a).

#—Display of Paln's 25-inch Shells—XNorthern
lights, silver corruscations, magnolla blos-

soms, golden rod. (3).
10—Discharge of National Bombs—Red, white
and blue. Pain’s 1972 combination ef-

forts,
11—Display of Pain's Fujlrama Rockets—A new
Japanese Noveltr. (6.}
12—Pain's Aerial Wonder. ‘‘The Boutherm
Cross.”” (Artistie merlal noveltr.)
13—Pain's New Aquatie Number, *‘The
Whale.'* There she hlows.
18—S8alvo of Pain's New Combinatlon Shelle
1902 novelty. Shamrock and Forget-me-

Great

note (3).

15—Flight of Pain's New Tower of Babel Rock-
ets (3).

18—Pain's Great Silver Fire Wheel. A magieal
electric device, throwing a wonderful

wheel 100 feet In cireumference.
17—Display of (50 Pain's Three-shot Shells.
Primrose, violets, pansies, lalurnum blos-
soms, passinn fower and hellotrope,
18—Flight of Paln's Rayonbt Tourbillions (8).
Immenss umbrellas of fire ascending and

descending.

18—Flight of Paln's Monster Shower of Pearl
Rockets (3).

20—A Leantiful device, in liner of fire, known
as ‘The Silver Birch Tree."

21—S8alvo of Eighteen-inch Shells. Couleur de
rose, amethysts and rubles, pearls and

rapphires. old gold.

22—Display of Six-pound Hanging Chain Rock-
ete. First introduced Into prrotechnr by
Pain.

23—Grand Dieplay of Paln's aerlal Novelties
Diamond chains, hanglng gardens, mother
of thousands.

24—Pain‘'s DBeautiful Aquatics, Floating bea-
cons upon the water and batteries of col-
ored stars of monlten fire, silver streams,
pour from the surface of the water thelr
wonderful flames of fire.

25—Fleld of the Cloth of Gold. Prodnced by
the discharge of an immenss ghell, ex-
bibiting golden stars., emitting glittering

epangles.
28—Device. Coloseal filre portraita (subfect
to be selected). 20x30.

27—Those amusing aerial effects, “Devil Among
the Tallors.'*

28 _Agcent of eighty-one-pound Paln's chromatie
rockets. One of the most admired of the
Pain novelties.

28— Ascent of six-pound rockets. Opal show-
ers. laburnum blnssomes. evenlng stars.
80—Ascent of Blx-pound Rockets. ® *‘The Plia-
Aes."" or seven fnating sters. ().
81—Aerial Novelily—Salve of repeating shells;
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