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The President's Hint.

The president of the United States Is
supposed never to be interviewed. He
meets and talks with newspaper men, it
{s true, but he is rarely directly quoted.
His views get to the public, but it is very
unusual to find & statement ac-
credited to the president by a news-
paper man as having been directly
and personally made to the correspondent.
The wisdom of such a custom is obvious.
It protects the president against the ef-
fects of unwise remarks, such as the
wisest man may make in an offhand talk
or interview. It also protects him against
wilful perversions or accldental mlsrep-
resentatlons.

Nevertheless, the Philadelphia Record
professes to have interviewed the presi-
dent. Perhaps it did. President Roosevelt

{s quite capable of breaking such a con- |

ventlonal rule and may think that the
coal strike justifies a personal expression
from him, Inasmuch as it is a matter he
eannot officlally conslder or discuss.

Assuming that the interview is authen-
tic the president has “put it up' to the
republica~ party of Pennsylvania to solve
the probl.m.

When asked what could be done the
president significantly referred his ques-
tloner *to the men at the head of the
republican party in Pennsylvania, who
are In control of affairs in Pennsylvania."
The president then goes on to say that
while there Is no politics in the mining
problem he sincerely hopes “that the re-
publican principles, which are framed
alike for high and low, will level the
problem to an equity.”

There is a great depth and width of
suggestion in the president’s reference to
the republican leaders of Pennsylvanla.
He sees that the problem is plainly one
for the state government and the repub-
lican leaders as the directors of that gov-
ernment to deal with. Certainly those
leaders have a glorious opportunity, even
{f the obstacles are equally glorious.

If the republican leaders of Pennsyl-
vania shall be the first to advise and enact
legislation that will lead the way in set-
tling great labor and capital disputes they
will do the state, the country and the
republican party everywhere a service. It
will be a mighty lift for the party if, in
1904, it can point to the Pennsylvania an-
thracite coal flelds and say:

“Behold how we have dealt with one
trust. See how we have used the power of
the state to settle a great dispute between
labor and capital.” .

The situation has become aggravated to
such a degree that the Pennsylvanla au-
thorities will be justified in taking the
most radical and advanced measures to
terminate 1t, even to the very limits of
mtate power.

It former Governor Horace Boles con-
gents to contest the third congressional
district of Iowa against Speaker Hender-
son the gruff old major will have a busy
tlme during the next two months. An
11,000 majority on the major's slde looks
big, but it may fade away rapidly In a
real fight. This man Boles is a vote-
getter from 'way back. With the united
support of his party he should give the
major a run that will make him prize his
seat in the fifty-elghth congress.

An Attractive Proposition.

The Journal Junior makes an announce-
ment to-day which should be of speclal in-
terest to a great many boys and girls, par-
tlcularly in this city, and to their parents,
too. It is an offer of four months' instruc-
tlon in the Minneapolis School of Fine
Arts to the boy or girl who submlits thg
best waork in the weekly contests in the
drawing of artistic and effective advertis-
ing designs.

In these days when art is made to serve
many forms of industry, and the artisan
{s so often essentially an artist, the prac-
tical side of facllity and skill in designing
i{s strongly emphasized. Taste and origin-
ality in that llne of effort constitute a
resource and an asset in the mnatural
equipment of any boy or girl which de-
serves to be and may be most profitably
cultivated. The boys and girls who are
drawing the pictures for the advertising
department of the Journal Junior are
jearning that which is vastly more impor-
tant to them than the prizes whith they
receive. They are learning to do some-
thing which has practical value, and we
have no doubt that many will appreclate
the opportunity which is offered to them
by ‘this arrangement between the Journal
Junior and Director Koehler of the Minne-
apolis School of Fine Arts. The proposi-
tion is stated In detail In the Journal
Junior of this date.

As was to have been expected, Judge
Torrance's plan of alding the Confederate
veterans meets with varying degrees of
approval and disapproval among the mem-
bers of the Grand Army, and in the col-
umns of the press. It is natural that at
first, without belng brought into contact
.with~the question, as he was In hls per-
sonal visit to the south, it should be dif-
ficult for many old soldiers to feel the

IN A NUTSHELL.....

The Pressing Problem of Child Labor in the South

region.

work.

000 are under 16 years of age.

The rapid Industrial development of the south has at-’
tached to it the evil that seems inseparable from the early,
days of a new Industrial movement in a hitherto stagnant
The south is entering on an economic period that was
begun in the northern states fifty years ago, and such - as
England began with the first days of the nineteenth century.
Every reader of modern English history is familiar with the
terrible degradation of women and children in the mines and
factorles of the then new born industrial England.
cruel abuse of children by overwork and work at such tender
years that they ought to be at play was not so bad in the
United States as in England it was bad enough to call out
gevere laws protecting the rights of the rittle ones to grow
into manhood and womanhood without bodies and minds
stunted and distorted and Infected with disease through over-

The south is confronted by the awful fact that out of
the 97,000 employes in its rapidly increasing cotton mills 25,-

These figures as to the total number of child operatives are
taken from the census of 1900, but so rapldly is cotton weav-
ing extending In the south that the Chattanooga Tradesman

at about 50,000,
ing In the cotton mi

that a few years of

If the L
The zeal of the

careless selfishness

now estimates the total number of children In the factories

-In North Carolina there are 8,000 children under 14 work-

It is the undisputed testimony of competent Investigators

such work by persons of tender years re-

sulta in hopeless mental stupor and In great bodily injury.
The children are first deprived of an opportunity for educa-
tion and then of the capacity to receive it,

south for industrlal progress, the greed

of the mill owners, many of whom are northern men, and the

of ignorant “poor white trash' parents,

who profit by the costly labors of their children, are respon-
sible both for the condition and the fact that It is not abol-
ished by legislation.

The excuse heretofore given for

failure to enact suitable legislation is that unless it is concur-

where labor is chea

before child labor w
tective laws.

rent on the part of several states the progressive ones will
suffer loss of investments in new mills, which will be placed

pest.

The tide is turning, however, and it will not be long

i1l be abolished or hedged about with pro-

a

same Interest and manifest the same en-
thusiasm which the commander-in-chief
has developed along that line. But the
commander-in-chief is right. His appeal
to his comrades for help for the suffering
and needy among their former antagonista
in .arms will some day be appreciated. Its
spirit will take possession of the minds
and hearts of the generous survivors of
the union army, and thls appeal of Gen-
eral Torrance will be recognized for what
it is—the crowning act of his most suc-
cessful administration. How much of
credit it reflects upon the Grand Army it-
self will some day be reallzed and appre-
ciated and become a source of deepest
gratification to every high-minded and
generous veteran who wore the blue,

A Radical Policy Pushed,

A dispatch from Nantes, France, reports
the sentence by court martial of a French
officer to imprisonment for refusing to
assist in the work of closing the unau-
thorized schools of the religfous orders,
which Dr. Combes, the premlier, under-
took as his flrst and most important func-
tion after succeding Waldeck-Rousszau.

It is evident that Dr. Combes, who is a
radical of the radicals, has not abated his
vigor a particle in the enforcement of the
law enacted by his predecessor’s influence.
Army officers are glven to understand that
court martial awalits them, if they do not
close the schools for which the sanction of
the government higs not been ohtained.
The law of associations stands first on the
radical program and Combes, an ardent
supporter of the policles of Waldeck-
Rousseau, notably the minimizing of the
clerical influence in education, intends
that it shall not be a dead letter.

It was reported that it was Combes' in-
tention to resign the premiership, as he
had completed the enforcement of the law
of assoclations, interpreting it in the ex-
treme radical sense, but he has not re-
signed, and probahly will not until he
sweeps away every vestige of elerical
Fprivllese in education which the national
schools do not enjoy. The reason Wal-
deck-Rosseau revived the anti-clerical
polley of Gambetta was that there has
been among French republicans, of the
conservative as well as the radical group,
a conviction that the religious assocla-
tions which are organized with great skill
and own large estates, have frequently
used their influence against the republic.
They have persistently sympathized with
the royalist and imperialist groups against
the republie, back in the critical period of
the seventies, and since, notably during
the Dreyfus excitement. The new law
has brought the assoclations and their
schools under the control of the govern-

ment and {if they wish to con-
tinue their existence In France they
must apply for the officlal sanc-
tlon of the government, and if they

do not comply with the law, the gov-
ernment can take their realty and sell it,
glving the proceeds to the orders who own
the property. N

Combes has, no doubt, enforced the law
with a literalness not intended by Wal-
deck-Rosseau.

The policy Is gratifying enough to the
radical republicans and socialists; exag-
gerated acocunts of distress entalled by
its enforcement have been published by
the clericals, and the antl-republican
groups generally hope to make capital out
of the affair. ¥

The enforcement will be used by the re-
actionary groups for the purpose of po-
litical agitation, as they used the act de-
priving the Orleans princes of their com-
mands in the army. The conservative re-
publicans view with anxlety the attempt
to make capital out of the law of associa-
tions by the anti-republicans. Many of
them, as Jules Simon did, regard a war
agalnst clericalism as a war against God
and religion. The political history of
France shows, however, that, while the
French radicals are accustomed to push
measures of an extreme character, which,
while devoted to the restrictlon of a spe-
cific class really aifect the law of personal
individual liberty, with haste and passion,
they are repeatedly checked by the’ crop-
ping out of communism and socialism,
which stimulate the activities of clerical
and mgnarchical reactionaries. These lat-
ter bring conservative repub!icang to-
gether in force again, and the republie is
“gsaved."

The present radical ministry, with the
old radical tendency, as the French call it,
*q puter les choses,”"—to push everything
to an extreme—will transgress the bound
of prudence and will one day encounter an
adverse vote in the chamber. 7The French
republic is not now as likely as it was in
1875 to fall a victim to the reactionary
parties.

If it i3 deemed urgent that the people
of Martinique be at once removed from
that once happy Island, the Unilted States
should be In the van with proffers of as-
sistance. On account of our geographical
proximity to Martinique and ‘the large
number of vessels that could be drafted as
transports, In an emergency, we are in
better condition to move the people than
the French government itself. There is
no doubt that a majority of the people of
the island would gladly desert it if they
had the means of transport. The destruc-
tion wrought by Mont Pelee, the terror
it has Inspired and the very real menace
that it will cayse the collapse of the whole
island have so terrified thegpeople that
life in Martinique, so long as the volecano

continues active, is unendurable if there

is any means of escape. The French
government should Immediately make
known Its views regarding the desirability
of evacuating the island. The moving of
people cannot well be undertaken with-
out its approval and co-operation.

A “Cuss Word” Dictionary.
There has recently been published In
Germany a dlctionary of ‘‘cuss words.”
The enterprising New York Sun, ever
zealous in the cause of American progress,
urges us not to lag behind Germany in this
respect. It pleads for a thesaurus of fine
old English and Amerlcan ‘cuss words."”
Neither does the Sun purpose to make a
specialty of profane profanities. They
will be recorded in its dictionary for the
sake of completeness, but what it mostly
desires to collect and preserve are those
“myriads of euphemistic and picturesque

exclamations” in which we all swear.
To make its meaning clear the Sun men-
tions such beloved ejaculations as “Oh,

'‘pants!” “I'll be hornswoggled,” *“I'll be
dingswizzled,” “I'll be swaggered,” “Je-
rushy Jane!"

To these we might add a few that eir-
culate with honor In the west country.
Among them are ‘“Doggonit it,” *‘Dolgon-
nit,”” “Gosh darn it,”" “I swan,” “Holy
Mackinaw!” “By the 0ld Harry,"”
“Blazes!"” “AuntJemima!"” “Gee!" "By the
Great Horn Spoon!” “Great Scott!” “All
fish hooks!" “Thunder and lightning!”
“Jimminy Crickets,” “Mammy,” and the
feminine, “Mercy,” “Good Graclous,” ete.

Along with these cuss words we would
respecifully ask the Sun to give a place
in its thesaurus to the favorite drinking
exclamation of the north star state,
“Here's ho!”

On account of the large Scandinavian
population of this state Minnesotans are
often referred to as Swedes. Many a Min-
nesota drinking man has been surprised,
when beyond the borders of his state, to
have his “Here's ho,"” greeted with *“So,
you're a Swede.” )

It has thus been brought to the atten-
tion of Minnesotans that in “Here's Ho,"
they have a drinking exhortatlon of their
own or that is, at least, pén:mllq.r to the
northwest. It can be encountered in the
Dakotas and in the Canadian west.
Though its ‘use may cause a man to be
called a Swede the exclamation is not of
Scandinavian origin. Nelther does it come
from the German *“Hoch!” It is a prod-
uct of the western soil, of Indian or, at
least, early frontier origin. )

‘When the hunters rushed on the buf-
falo herds in the early days they crled,
“Ho! Ho! Ho!"" Thus this became an ex-
clamation peculiarly associated with the
joys of the hunt, the best the old-timer
knew. 8o over their cups they said to each
other, ‘“Here's a ho,” the same heing a
gort of instant reminder of moments of
grand excitement and exhilarating activ-
ity.

A Conflict of Laws.

A few days ago the Coal Creek-Jellico
bituminous miners in Tennessee settled
their differences with the operators,
through the wage-scale committee of the
United Mine Workers of America, who ar-
ranged with the operators for an advance
in wages of 11 cents a ton on screened
coal and a cent a ton on the run of the
mine. They went to work on the year
contract and their gain in wages will ag-
gregate $25,000. 2 oy
" The miners of the other bituminous dis-
triets of lllinois, Indlana, Ohio and Penn-
sylvania, rénew their contracts every
yea:r with the operators, with such
changes as are made necessary by chang-
ing conditions, when such occur, and
peace and steady work continue from yeia.r
to year. \

This ig accomplished by friendly confer-
ence with the employers.

This is In happy contrast with the situ-
ation in the anthracite region of Pennsyl-
vania, where the strike is ilhlj.s fourth
month, and dealers are beginning to im-
port anthracite, which is free of duty if it

semli-anthracite is dutiable at 67 cents a
ton of 2,240 pounds. .

In Pennsylvania the law  requires that
coal shall only be mined by competent
men, whose qualifications must be ascer-
tained by examination through a license-
issuing board composed of miners, and ap-
plicants must prove two years’ experience
in mining and answer twelve questions in
English about mining, and be vouched for
by miners already holding certificates.
This board has not met since the strike
commenced.

It is evident that this law gives the
miners' the extraordinary power of saying
who shall be embloyed in the mines. Under
the law, the miners can legitimately ob-
ject to the importation of green or incapa-
ble miners to take the place of the strik-
ers. This would seem to be a stumper for
the operators, who could be charged with
violation ‘of a state law if they import
men to do the work. s :

Another interesting feature of _tHe
Pennsylvania law is that compulsory a',rﬁi-
tration is provided for in case the parties
to .a dispite cannot or do not =settle it.
Either party can apply to the court of
‘common pleas to appoint a board of arbi-

found mnecessary to preserve the public

and capital. This law ‘couldvbesapplied to

;arlses,_ ‘how, “"if the decision of the bon_.rd
icquld be enforced, the operators could be

i
] o "

contains 92 to 94 per cent 6f earbon, while |.

tration and the court mustsdo so, if it 5]
‘peace and promote the lx_,lt_elrujlt'g:pf labor:

the anthracite dispute, but the question
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compelled to resume work in the mines
when another law of that state provides
that the miners can prevent any miners
not holding certificates of competency
given by the miners’ board of examiners,
from going to work. It is evident that the
laws of Pennsylvania need some revision.

At this stage of the strike, from the

‘| economie, business and gthical standpoint,

a rather faint line of demarkation sepa-
rates the strikers' combine from the
operators’ combine. Both are equally be-
coming nuisances and Inimical to peace
and industrial welfare. There would
seem, however,. to be a way out of the
oppressive situation by actualizing the
Pennsylvania constitution, which gives
the state power to compel corporations to
conduct thelr business in such manner as
shall not “infringe the equal rights of in-
dividuals or the general welfare of the
state.” It authorizes the legislature to
take the property and franchises of of-
fending incorporated companies and sub-
jeet them to public use, the same as the
property of individuals, and, if it sees fit,
annul the charter of such offending cor-
poration. The'legisia.tura could also re-
peal the law above mentioned, which
practically gives the miners power to de-
cide who shall work In the mines of the
anthracite region, a regulation which is
inconsistent with the requirement as to
corporations.

No Help for Him.

The Journal is In receipt of an
interesting letter from a man who took
the advice so freely proffered to the poor
of the city to get out on the farms, to
get back to the land. He left Chicago one
year ago with a few dollars, a wife and
three small children and settled on eighty
acres of cutover land. He was so poor
that he had only 76 cents left to winter his
family on, after erscting a log house. After
one year's experience he Is like the man
who said; “When'I came to this country
twenty years ago I hadn't a rag on my
back; now it's all rags.” ¥

His trouble is, of course, lack of capital.
Not having horses or machinery he was
able to cultivate, this year only an acre-
and-a-half of land;, and an unusually early
frost ruined most ‘of the crop on that
small patch. In his desperation, after
months of such ‘“close flguring' that a
loaf of bread was often riches, he wants
to know 'w_l;ether the government can do
anything to help him. He has read in the
papers that Secretary of Agriculture Wil-
son has been bombarded with letters since
his visit to northern Minnesota inquiring
for seeds.and plans of the secretary for
improving conditions in the cutover pjne
districts. He has also read that the Mille
Lacs Indians, upon their removal to White
Earth, are to recelve forty acres of land
apiece, each family to get a dwelling, a
cook stove, a yoke of oxen or a pair of
horses, a wagon and an outfit of agricul-
tural implements. From these newspaper
«nnouncements he seems to have gathered
the idea that the government is directly
assisting needy settlers.

But our struggling settler is deluded.
Secretary Wilson, it is true, is studying
conditions in the cutover regions with a
view to learning what crops and what
methods are adapted to them, just as he
or his department are for all other parts
of the country. By applying to his coh.-
gressman the settler might get some of
the $270,000 worth of seeds the depart-
ment of agriculture annually distributes,
but that is the limit of direct assistance
he can get. The horses apd wagons and
household articles and agricultural imple-
ments are given by the government to
Indians only, the government considering
that in view of the changed conditions of
Indian life since the occupation of the
country by whites it is under obligations
to help them become self-supporting,

Our poor friend who started with 7%
cents of capital has a pretty hard row to
hoe unless he.can get somebody to lend
him a little money or can get employ-
ment that will ‘enable him to accumulate
some,

Depriving Children of Opportunities.
After the money-making man gets
along towards 50 he begins to think of
his money as it may bear on the lives of
his children, after he s gone or is
past the days of toil. At first he thinks
of his wealth chlefly for the real or fan-
«<led good it may bring him or as a means
of extending his personal power and in-
fluence. But when his children are grow-
ing up he begins to say to himself that he
will be able to give or leave to each of his
children a certain amount, and in a sense
start them in life, not where he began,
_b‘ll.lt where ‘pe leaves off. They shall not
‘know the limitations of poverty, theirs
shall not be the painful struggles, the hu-
miliating privations of his early years.
All their life they shall have, without the
palnful effort, what he so hardly won
towards the close ‘of his. ' His children
shall. be spared his sufferings and ben-
efited by his sacrifices., But are they?
A while ago a group 6f wealthy Minne-
dpolitans were talking about their accum-
ulations, the struggles, they -had gone
through and what they expected to do
with their money. One of them, who be-
gan business life in the humblest capac-
ity, had attained to great wealth and en-
{#doved ‘the respect of'thie community as a
|'man w g'm *monz had not spoiled, said
‘that it was his'desire to leave each:of
his children $1,000,000. Others spoke id a
similar strain, and the gathering was very.

A

y Sl SR A

‘ship and avolded all the dangers.

harmonious until a man, hitherto sllent,
remarked that he thought his  friends
werd laying just the sort of plans they
should not, just the sort of plans that
were not exemplified by thelr own sue-
cessful and useful lives.

“All of you,"” he sald, “are proud of the
fact that you are self-made men. You
talk about the privations and sufferings
and humiliations of your early life, but
you know that in recollection they are
the best part of your life. You are glad
to-day that you can loock back and say
you were poor boys and that alone and
unalded you have carved out your sue-
cessful careers. You know, too, that it
was the very obstacles you confronted
that made you what you are. Yet here
. ¥ou are talking about depriving your chil-
dren of the very opportunities for trouble
that made you. Here you are deliberately
planning to give them gilded, useless,
parasitic lives, instead of the greatest
glft you can give them, which is to de-
prive them of the assistance of your
wealth. You know, every one of you,
that the best service you can do your
children is to turn them out and tell them
to hustle."

Somehow after this little speech had
been spoken the gathering lost its com-
placency and self-satisfaction. There was.
too much truth in what had been said.
The fond fathers recognized that—but
they will not act on the advice. That they
do not i3 bad for their children, bu: not
deleterious to the community, perhaps,
for pampered sons often do thelr best to
make an equal distribution of wealth.

The Week in Business.

It is said that the oldest financiers in
New York cannot recall a time when there
were so few bears in evidence in Wall
street as at present. There is In fact no
stock market leader on the bear side, and
no attempt at organization or concen-
trated effort on the part of the men who
usually operate for declines. Everyone
talks of higher prices for securities, even
those conservatives who advise caution on
the part of investors, and predict a set-
back as a result of recent sharp advances
and higher rates for money, while still
believing in an ultimate range of prices
higher than ever known.

Interest in this on the part of business
men entirely remote from Wall street or
the stock exchange Influence arises from
the fact that a considerable part of the
buying of the week, especially in the
shares of western railroads was attributed
to demand of the solid investment char-
acter, which is a strong Indication of gen-
eral confildence in the future of the west.
The speculator, operating for large profits,
hastens to act on the first indications of
conditions to come prqmlsing a rise In
values. The prudent investor, content
with a smaller return and with safety as
a prime consideration, walts until he feels
assured that the promise is gbout to be
realized. v

To what extent the advances already
made have discounted the future, is prob-
lematical. Certainly it Is a reasonable
assumption that if the western railroads
dependent largely upon corn, or the ton-
nage derived indirectly from corn, were
able to hold up earnings last year, and
even make increases, they should do won-
derfully well this year, when, as an illus-
tration, the present condition of corn in
Missouri is 108,' while last year at this
time it was 29 on a much smaller acre-
age. i

More Scotch iron was brought over
this week for use in Chicago. A little of
unfavorable comment was occasloned by
this although just why it is hard to see.
It has no speclal significance and means
nothing more than that we must have
iron, and as there are many difficulties
in the way of maximum production the
most important of which is the coal strike,
consumers are going abroad for what they
cannot get-at home. The foreign iron
makers will lose their American trade
whenever American mills can book the
orders.

The northwest has had another week of
unseasonable weather. In spite of this,
however; trade is reported good, and col-
lections easy. The unfavorable feature is
the continued light erop movement. To
date Minneapolis is far behind last year
in the matter of wheat receipts. This
holds down the bank clearings for the
time. The grain will- begin coming in
quantity eventually but every succeeding
day of bad weather delays the move-
ment still further. Something of a scare
was worked up in a small way by low
temperatures over the northwest and the
possibility of damage to wheat In the ex-
treme northwest, and to the late flax still
in some degree immature. Price ad-
vances were made on the prospect, but
nothing wvery serlous developed.

Failures for the week were under the
average and there were no new develop-
ments of an unfavorable nature in the
industrial lings. The feeling is growing,
however, that the anthracite strike must
be settled even if a settlement must be
forced upon the mine owmrers and their
property rights disregarded, in view of the
exlistence of something that has grown to
be a serious menace to the general pros-
perity. s

Manitoba’s Disappointment.

The Manitoba experlment of govern-
ment control of railway rates with a
contingent llability for iInterest on the
railway company’'s bonds seems to be
working out In a manner most disap-
pointing to its frlends. Under the deal
whereby the government of Manitoba,
after paying the Northern Pacific $700,-
000 to build rallways that cost $3,500,000,
bought them for $7,000,000 and then leased
then to the Canadian Northern, the
company agreed to submit to such rates
as .the lleutenant governor In “council
should impose: The general construction
placed on this clause at the time was
that from time to time the Manitoba gov-
ernment would require reduced rates of
the company.

But to the dismay of,the friends of thjs
remarkable experiment, and to the joy b
‘those who had favored government own-
ership or the avoidance of entangling al-
liances with railway companies, the Ca-
nadian Northern, on Sept. 1, put into
effect new tariff schedules on goods dis-
tributed from Winnipég amounting to an
increase of about 20 per cent.

In defending the Canadian Northern
deal Premier Roblin said that it afforded
all the advantages of government owner-
The
way it is working out it seems’ to supply

all the evils of private ownership with

none of the advantages either of public
ownership -or control, in addition to an
obligation to meeét Interest charges if the
road does not earn enough.

Perhaps Canadian law has not reached
such an advanced stage in'respect to con-
trol of railway rates as American law has,
but except for the inter-provincial part
of the agreement between the Manitoba
government and the Canadian Northern,
which is probably null, nothing was gained
for the province by this deal except what
it already had, if rallways there are
as much subject to state control as they
are here. The Minnesota legislature can
regulate rallroad rates on intra-state
trarflg. and it is intra-provincial traffic
only ﬁmt'ls affected by the new Canadian
Northern rates.

It will be highly interesting to see on
what lines the Manitoba government de-
fends increased railway rates in a prov-
ince where they are already too high,
and rates, too, that are increased by
means of the very machinery that was de-
signed to lower them.

That the subject is a ticklish one for
the government is evident from Premier
Roblin's reluctance to discuss it in the
interview he gave The Journal ves-
terday. Its ticklishness is further in-
creased by the fact that the new Canadian
tariffs are identical with those of the
the Canadian Northern.

Walter Wellman-owns up that it was
Secretary Shaw who gave him that “‘cab-
inet officer” interview which was in ef-
fect such a left-handed blow at the Iowa
republican platform's declaration for
tariff revision. Of course, everybody
thought the talker was Shaw, but there
is some satisfaction in positively knowing
it. But  whether Secretary Shaw,
Speaker Henderson or anybody else
says it, the republican party s
in a bad way if it has to be
confessed that it can't revise the tariff
it has made. We fear that if that is true
it will soon be a problem of revising the
republican party.

We think that Premier Roblin of Mani-
toba voiced the sentiment of the great ma-
Jority of the people of western Canada
when he told The Journali vesterday
that all right-thinking Canadians having
the interests of their country at heart are
in favor of reciprocity. That is an answer
to those absurd, hide-bound champlons of
restricting or doing nothing to extend the
markets for Canadian products.

We venture to say that there are many
people in Minneapolis with leisure and
the price of admission who have not vis-
ited the state fair this week. The fact
that such a man as Premier Roblin of
Manitoba has been here all the week tak-
Ing in every bit of the fair with the great-
est interest and profit to himself should be
edifying to these blase or careless ones.

that he is no politician. Mr. Fletcher in-
he evidently has a vein of humor that
if cultivated, will g0 a long way toward
glving him success on the platform.

The Nonpareil Man

Casually Observed.

Reports from Pittsfield M:
, Mass.,, seem
dicate that the motoneer hurried a Httlf:

in

Fortunately the coal barons
their brothers’ keepers. e

A sad report comes from Kan i
sas Cit
that turkeys are going to be high tllzi§

year. The poor man on a sala
afford tripe, anyhow. 5 s

People who live under the d

rippings of
Mont 'Pelee may want to move butsfhcy
ha\'ep t _the price. The prosperity wave
hasn’t visited the native West Indian for
several generations.

This varfety of weather makes
squirrel hustle to slap a supply of nf.lht:
into his winter knothole.

A tramp with a hard luck story P
Powered this column out of a qua::fer ;::T
terday. It was a successful “strike” suit.
Hereafter this column will be for mergers
of all sorts and the persecuted bondholder.,

Consul Ayme says he fears a tidal wave.
The last tidal wave was quite destructive
to Colonel Bryan's party.

King Edward's 22-horse power automo-
bile has arrived and we may soon hear
how the king has been tossed over the
wall,

A large number of flies went out of
coramission this week.

King Victor .of Italy has placed a war-
ship at Marconi's disposal that he may
continue his wireless experiments between
Europe and America. There's a warship
doing some good in the world.

Aunt Carrie Nation is advertised to do

a wstunt at the Hampshire County Horse
and Cattle Show at Amherst, Mass. Am-
herst is a no-license town but if the col-
lege is open when Aunt Carrie waves the
hatchet, she will not lack for large and
appreciative audiences, not perhaps filled
with new wine but full of the spirit of
youth and charged with a variety of noise
that would disgrace a Sloux Indian laden
with wood alcohol and erazed with delir-
ium. The interests of our higher educa-
tlon must not be neglected.
The Chicago Journal complains that
John Kendrick Bangs is the only Ameri-
can humorist who never writes anything
funny. There are several other humorists
whose work leaves one in that state of
mind akin to tears.

A DAILY DIVERSION

What's Dunton—Nat  Goodwin  was
lounging in the smoking room of a London
hotel with Pat Sheedy recently when An-
drew Lang, the literary critie, stopped to
greet the comedian. The conversation
turned upon matters literary and, before
Mr. Lang departed he made some allusion
to Theodore Watts-Dunton, the celebrated

- haelite.
prfﬂ;nl?apt-'s Dunton?’ queried Sheedy, who
was rather mystified.

“It’s ‘a gag from Weber and Filelds,” re-
plied Goodwin, sparring for time.
“T never heard it; how does it go?"”
“Why—Weber says to Flelds, ‘Watts-
Dunton? And Flelds replies, ‘You say it
not right; don't say Watt-Dunton. Bay
it so: Watts-Ditten!" "

AT WHAT A COST.

“Chicago Tribune.

Out of 264,151 farms in Illinois there are
seventy-elght on which bet sugar Iis
grown. The proportion throughout the
rest of the unlon is not greatly different.
For the sake of cherishing this industry,
which would not suffer from the free im-
portation of Cuban sugar, the Elkins cabal

| compels the United States to incur the

~isk of civil disorderin Cuba, which may
lay on the country the burden of restoring
order in the island and the expense of

| maintaining In it an army of occupation.

Congressman Fletcher Nnow announces

sists that he is not a public ‘speaker, but

{ Books -and Authors

W R i, 4
AUTHORSHIP EQUIPMENT. .
Frank Norris, writing of the essential
equipment of a novelist in the Critic,
says:  “The funciion of the novelist of
this present day is to comment upon life
as he sees it. He .
i cannot get away
fl from this; this is his
excuse for existence,
the only claim he
has upon the atten-
tion. How neces-
sary, then, for him
—of all men—to ba
in the very midst of
life. He cannot
plunge too deeply
into it.”
This is Indisputa-
i bly right. When
iy Saint Slmon, the
French socialistie
philosopher, wa s
constructing his syvstem, he set about
making his knowledge of the human raca
as intensive as possible. He lived among
all sorts and conditions of men. He had
himself inoculated with all kinds of dis-
eases. He sought to be able to say that
there was not human experience or condi-
tion he had not acquainted himself with.
If a man wants to know men and wom-
en, in order to write about them without
making censurable errors, he has to adopt
an intensive process of studying them in
every condition in which he portrays
them. The most-noted Dutch painters
have often portrayed the Virgin Mother
and apostles and angels and saints aftar’
the similitude of the mefi and women
they were most familiar with in the Neth=
erlands. They lacked imagination to
etherealize the every-day people and
transform the commonplace into the un-
common spiritual. A novelist, slovenly in
his details and lacking accuracy, throws
himself into discredit. He should see
what all men do not see, and, if he does
not know how to harness a horse or sail
a boat, it will be well for him to keep as
far from details on such subjects as ha
can. A soclety novelist is a blasted idiot,
if he attempts to write a society novel
without saturating himself with a full
knowledge of all the quirks and quiddities
of that realm. In the multitude of novels
issuing from the presses, there are many
instances of authorship undertaken by
people who are utterly unacquainted with
the details of the subject of which they
write and are absolutely ignorant of tha
vagaries of human nature. It would be
of immense advantage to the human race
if many people were paid to refrain from
publishing their novels.

NEW BOOKS
OII"I‘ OF THE WEST. By Elizabeth Higgine,

New York: Harver & Brothers.

As the title would seem to imply, this
story has something to do with the west
But the interest is divided between the
west and the national ecapital. Frank
Field, a young New Yorker, who spends
more money than his rich father approves
is given by the latter, the alternative of
being turned out in the streets or geing
to Nebraska to look after dad's elevator
interests in a one-horse railway town,
and chooses the latter in Infinite disgust.
In Columbia Junction he passes through
much storm and stress before the ignobla
is washed out of him, and his better na-
ture triumphs. He falls in love with a
young woman populist, whose soul burns
with sympathy with struggling humanity
and hatred of plutocrats. She is known
by her supporters as “the Joan of Arc of
Colorado.” After Field is converted by
her to populism, they are married and he
is elected to congress as a populist and,
having oratorical gifts he wins recogni-
tion. Falling into the hands of lobbyists,
male and female, especially the latter,
Field wavers in his purpose of pushing
a railway rate restricting measure, which
he was pledged to see through. His wife
was fiercely jealous of the female lobby-
ists, and the author, in portraying this
part of the career of “‘the gentleman from
Nebraska,” shows a knowledge of politi-
cal life in Washington, which she uses
with excellent effect. Her descriptions of
the life and people of Columbia Junetion
are very amusing and pathetic by turns.
The society girls of the Junction and
their ambitious mothers, who maneuvered
to secure Field for thelr daughters are
sketched with most interesting effects.
The author gives pathetic descriptions
of the impecuniosity and sufferings of the
people during the depression of 1873-79,
and shows how Field acquired, through
severe discipline, a high character which
his early ecareer seemed to make improb-
able. Edith Hull, the “Joan of Arc" of
the story, emancipates herself from. her
most unreasonable dogmas and develops
into a very noble wife for Field. The au-
thor has good descriptive powers and
handles her little populist heroine, who
went to Washington Innocent of the
world's ways, with marked abllity and
grace.

CHANTICLEER. A PASTORAL ROMANCE. By
Violette Hall. Boston: Lothrop Publishing
company. lllustrated in three colors by W.
Grauville Smith. Price, $1.50.
The author of this book is a prose poet
and it Is a cause of gratitude that she
does not break out in metrical effusion.
Her hero and heroine, Margaret and Mau-
rice, are, however, not much more hero
and heroine than are the married poets,
Roger and Mary, who lived in the most
beautifully romantic bit of countryside
one can imagine and wrought in their
gentle way all through the glorious days
and nights of summer to bring the other
two to an understanding. It was beauti-
fully done. And what an unusual coupls
were Roger and Mary, who, after seven
vears of married life, took moonlight
walks among the dreaming flowers and
whispering leaves and made love to each
other as In the courting days. Here is
a little episode on a June night: *A stem
of laurel flowers lay against my cheek. I
gathered it with a sudden impulse and
turned to fasten it in my husband's but-
tonhole. He looked down at me smiling.
I thought how handsome he was in the
moonlight. My hands trembled with the
rapture of the maid Molly in the long
ago, and I drew shyly away from him.
He put out his arm as if to draw me to
him, and then stopped as If he, too, were
afraid. We sat in embarrassed silence
until with an effort Roger wheeled toward
me to lift my face to his. Gazing steadily
down into my eves he whispered, ‘Mary, I
love vou." ‘So do I’ I answered back, T
mean vou, Roger." Then he pressed me to
his heart, for such a declaration of what
I had been to him, and would be to him,
as only my most secret soul can phrase.”
Then there were more confessions and
more kissing. This is really delightful,
in a sple-and-span modern novel, too!
There is a description of miles upon miles
of fragrant orchards over which the soul
of Mary “goez in raptures” and she tells
this of the effect upon Amanda Decker, a
plain farmer's daughter: *'She was looking
off into the fragrant orchards with tears
in her eves. ‘Ain't it nice? she said
dreamily. ‘It hurts, though. Sometimes I
think I can't live through May. It's so—
so nice In my bewildered surprise I
wondered how much of the eternal splen-
dors we all of us tack down under our

carpets.”
P —
THE MAGAZINES

The Review of Reviews (13 Astor Places,
New York), has some very interesting
features, as Cy Warman's account of the
trek of American farmers to the Canadian
northwest for the avowed purpose of bet-
tering their condition which they think
can be done in the fertile region betwean
the Red river and the Rocky mountains.
Mr. Stead contributes a paper on “The
Political Situation After Salisbury.” Stead
is always Interesting, but he is a very
poor political prophet.

THE ONLY “GOOD DEMOCRAT.”

Madella Messenger.
There seems to be about only one dem-
ocrat of national note whose name can
be mentioned in 6 a democratic meeting
without causing trouble—Thomas Jeffer-
son—and his nomination is out of the
question, .
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