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IN A 
>'';1A;;; S o m e Lumber and Other Manufacturing Figures 

"Reduce the tariff on lumber" or "abolish the tariff on 
l u m b e r ' are now very popular political watchwords F e w 
people, perhaps, realise that the manufacture jot lumber Is one 
of the four chief Industries of the United States , and that 
whoever seeks to abolish its tariff protection must count on 
the moat formidable opposition 

In value of i ts product lumber is exceeded by the value 
of the products of the food, text i le and iron and steel Indus­
tries the figures being Food, $2,277 702,010, iron and steel, 
$1,793,490,908, text i les $1 637,484,484, lumber, $1,036,906,579 

In the number of Its employes lumber ranks third. 

I t employs 547,000 men. 
In total that form w a g e s It ranks third, pay ing o u t J n 

1212,000.000 a year V t \ „ 
In capital i t also ranks third, employing $946,000,000 u 
Minnesota i s the third lumber producing s tate in t h e ' 

unjonu Wiscons in being first and Michigan second. 
Minnesota produced in J899 $44,000, Q00 wtfrth of lumber. 
Michigan produced $64,000,000 w o r t h y '>£ r^ 
Wiscons in produced $58{000 000 worth-5 j * « «* ' 
The total number of employes in, Minnesota! is 15,140, the 

wages'$7,140,671, and the capital $52,000,0Q0> <** -

p Nice, Harmless Bomb. 
Congressman McCleary is advertised to 

t explode a political bomb on or after Sept 
' 1 6 A credulous correspondent, after 

s i t t ing a t the congressman s feet for a 
few minutes has stamped the bomb a s 
genuine and held it up to the awed gaze 

i of all who read his paper 
W e are unable to agree wi th this cor­

respondent To us this bomb s e e m s about 
a s dangerous a s a Quaker cannon W e 
can think of no place that will be freer 
from mortal germs and injuries when the 

' bomb explodes than a nice stool made of 
that same bomb At this wri t ing it is 
not piain whether the congressman or the 
correspondent is responsible for the a s ­
sertion that the former i s the proud pos ­
sessor of one large bomb, which will s ca t ­
ter political death and destruction over 
a t least two Minnesota districts The 
truth probablv is that the correspondent 
gave the formidable name to some inter­
e s t i n g d i s c o \ e i i e s and findings of fact 
by Mi McClearv 

However, this al leged bomb consists 
in the reputed fact that lumber is higher 
in Canada than in the Uni ted States This 
is a -very -vague and very general s ta te ­
ment It a lways has been higher in parts 
of Canada than in the Uni ted States 
W o imagine it a lways has been higher in 
Assmiboia than in Minnesota I t m a y or 
m a y not now be higher in Ontario than in 
Minnesota If Congressman McCleary says 
i t is higher in Ontario than in Minnesota 
w e will take his word for it But w h a t 
t h e n ' 

If i t is to remain a s i t is of w h a t use 
i s the tariff as a m e a n s of protection to 
the A m e n e a n manufacturer and work­
m a n 9 

If it is not to remain as it is, but is soon 
to be lower in Ontario than in Minnesota, 
the tariff should be reduced or abolished 
so that the consumers of lumber, after 
R11 these years, may enjoy a little protec­
tion 

A portion of the bomb consists in the 
warning that the taiiff on lumber, being 
useless as a measure of protection, should 
be le ta ined for reciprocity trading pur­
poses It might be frivolous to sugges t 
that if the tariff is of no account to our 
lumbermen its removal will be of no ac ­
count to Canadian lumbermen, and that i t 
is, therefore, mighty poor trading stock 

B u t the condition Mr McCleary finds 
to exis t he admits to be a temporary one 
W h e n it passes the tariff will have a reci­
procity trade value 

Still w e fail to find the explosives 
Plenty of a d \ o c a t e s of the removal of the 
lumber tariff have advised that i t be used 

£ a s trading stock in a general Canadian 
reciprocity scheme 

But Mr McCleary's researches ma> 
have the advantage of taking the ginger 
out of democratic free t iade talk, as they 
tend to show that jus t a t present the 
lumbei tariff is not hurt ing anyone and 
that there is t ime to apply the mild reci-
•proclty treatment instead of free trade 
surgei j 

the treaty would be of value, and it is 
possible that, under the new conditions, 
the powers who will profit by the enforce­
m e n t of the clause relating to the tax, will 
see that i t is enforced 

The clause 1 elat ing to a Chinese uni­
form national currency is of special inter­
est China has no national c u n e n c y , a s 
understood by western nations She de­
pends on Mexican dollars, worth now 
about 41 cents to the dollar, and for small 
change has a copper coin known aa cash, 
nine or ten of them being equal to about 
one cent of our money The average. 
Chinaman could hardly t a k e in the idea 
of a uniform national currency wltfi a 
purchasing value indicated by its face, 
but stranger things have happened, and it 
is within the modern possibil it ies to see 
China following the good example of 
Japan and get t ing on the gold s tandaid 
for her own commercial and financial 
good Since the imperial government has 
issued a decree commanding all the Con­
fucian and Buddhist col leges in the e m ­
pire to be turned into schools and colleges 
of western learning, and has ordered each 
provincial capital t o open a university like 
the Peking university, and has abolished 
examinat ions in Chinese classics, subst i ­
tut ing theses on western laws ahd politi­
cal economy, there would s e e m to be no 
reason to doubt that the effect of suah a 
revolutionary decree (for ft i s revolution­
ary so far a s China is concerned) will be 
to st imulate the adoption of all wes tern 
economic and financial advantages A 
decree like this of oourse, Is apt to bring 
about another Boxer outbreak T h e re ­
sumption of work, the other day, on the 
great Canton-Hankow rai lway, w a s fol­
lowed by a threatening proclamation by 
the Boxer leaders of a new crusade 
against the "foreign devi ls " The educa­
tional edict strikes a deadly blow a t Chi­
nese preterit ism and, if honest ly carried 
out, will bring about a large realization of 
the program of the intell igent Chinese 
author of "The Future China " 

The treaty negot iated by* Minister Con­
ger will embody the features of the Brit ­
ish treaty and no special advantages will 
be g iven to any one of the powers W h a t ­
ever trade advantages Great Britain ge t s 
w e will get 

develops a strong bent for s tay ing on the 
farm he ought to be g iven Ms own way . 
There aren't enough of that kind, and 
there are no better places for a boy than 
a farm 

On the official republican primary ba l -
lot appear the names of those e s t eemed 
cit izens and shining republicans, A A 
A m e s for mayor, and N W. K i n g for sher­
iff This fable, which i s no fable, but g o s ­
pel truth, teaches that the law should for­
bid indicted persons to be candidates for 
office or to have their names placed on the 
ballot, primary or final I t i s a n offense 
to every voter in Minneapolis t h a t those 
t w o n a m e s will confront h im w h e n he 
scans his ballot n e x t Tuesday . 

W h e n the courts and juries and prose­
cutors establ ish b y their practice the fact 
that the law has j u s t a s severe penalt ies 
for the br ibe -g i \ er a s for the bribe-taker 
there wil l be / less bribery It Isn't fair, 
a n y y w a y to send the w e a k v ic t im of the 
tempter to prison and allow his seducer 
to continue to dine a t h i s club. 

The complaint of Beltrami county r e ­
garding al leged injust ice to i t s s tate fair 
exhibit should be fully inquired into T h e 
display w a s certainly a very creditable 
one and w a s made up of produce contrib­
uted b y farmers from their regularly cul ­
t ivated fields, wi thout special preparation 
for exhibition purposes 

W e haven't figured jus t w h a t percent­
age of comfort the democrats are able to 
g e t out of the Maine elect ion w i t h a 25,(00 
republican majority, but w e are wil l ing 
to throw in the fractions. 

W h y not abol ish the at torney general 's 
office and g ive the supreme court a v a c a ­
t ion sine die s o long a s the gent le and 
busy E d Stevens tarries w i t h us. 

i i i m i i i i i i m . . . . . . 1 « a n a 

The Nonpareil Man 
> i i n n m i i m n i u n n i T i T r M m « » m i i n q a » 

Will iam D Lord a vouhg man who oc­
cupied a position of trust and ample 
emolument, abused the confidence his err-
ployeis reposed in him N o w after a 
year's chase he is in jail on the charge of 
embezzl ing $15 000 Yet other "spoity" 
young men will read all about Lord s case 
and go and do l ikewise 

Don't Overlook the Briber. 
Eighteen members of the St Louis 

house of de legates have been indicted for 
accept ing a bribe from a street rai lway 
corporation 

Those e ighteen men'Jare deserving of 
no sympathy, if guilty a s charged B u t 
the m a n or m e n or corporation w h o bribed 
them are deserving of no mercy, either 

If there is a difference in degree of 
guilt, it favors the bribe-taker. The 
briber is worse than the bribed, just a s 
the tempter is worse than the tempted 
If there were n o corrupt men to g ive 
bribes, there would be mo m e n corrupted 
by receiving them 

Yet a s society is kinder to the m a n 
than to the w o m a n w h o offends aga ins t 
social law, so i t is kinder to the briber 
than his vict im A m a n convicted of 
having taken a "forlbo Is a marked, a 
ruined man. The briber is considered a 
clever business m a n N o club expels him, 
no house shuts i t s doors in h is face, no 
church disciplines him 

If the new Hennepin county grand Jury 
finds occasion to t a k e up any case of 
bribery in Minneapolis, it will do i ts duty, 
and the community a great service, by 
looking a t the cause a s well a s the effect. 

fe*. 

A Trade Opener. 
Consul General Goodnow cabled yes te ir 

day from Shanghai confirming the report 
that the Brit ish-Chinese treaty had been 
signed and s tat ing that Minister Con­
ger would proceed to the completion of 
the negot iat ions for a commercial treaty 

^ w i t h the United States securing similar 
concess ions for the American trade It 
w a s understood that the Brit ish treaty 
w a s to be the basis of the treaties wi th 
the other nations and the effectuation of 
such concessions a s are embodied in it 
wil l be of the utmost business importance 
to our own country, which Is justified in 
4ooking for a large share of Chinese 
trade 

The British treaty contains fourteen ar­
ticles, the most important of which are 
those protecting trade marks, increasing 
landing faci l i t ies and bonding privileges 

, a t the open ports, the improvement of 
^ Canton river and harbor, pledge of China 

to provide a uniform national currency, 
. abolit ion of the likin tax, reform of min-
f v v 
**ing regulations, reform of China's judi­

cial sys tem, provision for a n invest igation 
of the miss ionary question.^ 

One of the m o s t abominable obstruc-
, t lons to trade within China is the likin or 

inland tax , which is collected by mandar­
ins and other officials of the interior a t 
brief intervals, making the price of mer­
chandise to the Interior purchaser a lmost 
prohibitive, a s the likin is a cumulative 

ijs tax, levied on goods that have, already 
} paid cus toms duties upon entering one 

31 - o f the open ports 
% Bus iness houses trading w i t h China e x -
^ . p r e s s %oubts whether th i s c lause of the 
r % t r e a t y can be enforced, a s the Inland tax 
* / i s a favorite form of robbery among Chi-
%* n e s e Interior officials It is proposed that 
f ly^ per cent be added to the customs du 

t i e * In Ueu of the l ikin tax. If imperial 
sglHdecrees w e r e trustworthy th i s c lause of 

W h e n teachers* posit ions in the Minne­
apolis schools go begging it is safe to 
conclude that the high water mark of 
prosperity has been reached N o t w i t h ­
standing the onerous duties of the posi­
t ions and the poor pay, it has been m a n y 
years s ince there Slave not been .more 
candidates than places This surplus of 
good material has had a tendency t o keep 
down teachers' salaries below a point com­
mensurate w i t h the responsibility and 
v alue of their services If, a s stated, qual­
ified w o m e n are finding better pay in 
other m e a n s of gaining a livelihood the 
lot of those w h o remain in tne schools 
should soon b& bettered 

Casually Observed. 
The president at tended the Bapt i s t 

church Sunday a s a delicate compliment 
to the navy 

W h e n the president's driver i n Chatta­
nooga saw a trolley car coming, h£ g a v e 
i t the right of w a y wi thout a n y quest ion. 

The Chicago Journal, after deep 
thought, n a s found w h a t w a s the matter 
w i t h the bicycle I t w a s too much like 
work Oil 1t, man 

The brave j j i d gentlemanly h ighway­
man, w h o holds u p servant gtrfs "*and 
beats them nearly to death, should, If 
found, be made a note of 

Dr A m e s who is not able to travel i s 
able to practice providing a good moral 
character can be proved on him Search 
us. -r 

Krupp, the gun man o{ Germany, h a s 
been experimenting on cannons made of 
papier-mache In the nex t war w e m a y 
all be killed by ex-newspapers 

The smoke inspector on Martinique i s 
not doing his duty 

Missouri c laims a 155-pound, pumpkin, 
64fc feet in circumference, The champion­
ship should g o to Missouri—the champion­
ship for overstatement . 

Straw votes , l ike figures, won' t lie, but 
that can't be said a lways of m e n who 
make figures, no more c a n it that the 
men who take s traw votes are a lways 
fair A s traw vote taken by a strong 
Fletcher partisan m a y not s e t t l e the pri­
mary election in advance , i t will st i l l be 
necessary, no doubt, to go ahead and have 
the primary elect ion, but if i t has a n y 
value a t all the Joe Mannix s traw vote 
mus t be conceded to show very plainly 
that the race for the congressional nomi­
nation is not where the Fletcher men 
have hitherto claimed, but is be tween Mr 
Fletcher and Mr. Hay . 

Alonzo W h i t e m a n Is now playing the 
role of a Methodist preacher wi th crowded 
houses and unlimited "supply" opportuni­
t ies This prodigal-son, regenerated-s in-
ner business i s all r ight in i t s place, but 
such an accomplished rascal a s Whi teman 
has been for fifteen years or more ought 
to have t ime for the production of a large 
crop of the "peaceable fruits of r ighteous ­
ness ," before any religious society receives 
h im a s a leader in the service of the Lord 

Here's to good old Governor Ramsey, 
who w a s 87 years old yesterday! Every 
t ime the sturdy old first territorial and w a r 
governor adds another year to h i s vener ­
able total thousands of Mlnnesotans, old 
and young, are glad E v e n If they don't 
write to the governor their congratula­
t ions go out to h i m j u s t the same. 

An Iowa boy who wanted to be a farmer 
killed himself because h is grandparents 
ins isted on attendance a t school That 
boy probably kpew w h a t w a s best for 
him Had he gone to school the embryo 
of a good farmer would have betTflflblied 
to make a poor scholar; W h e n any" b o y 

My old college c h u m told me yesterday 
that h e spent the day a t Taylor's Fal ls 
The beaut ies of nature a t that glorious 
spot can not be exaggerated but w h a t 
especially appealed to, h i m w a s the pres­
ence of his two nieces w h o are anywhere 
from 8 to 13 years old The girls like 
him if he is get t ing old and crochetty and 
h e th inks there are only t w o girls on 
earth W h e n he got off the train they 
were so g lad to see h im that they 
jumped heavi ly on h i m several 
t imes wi th both feet They spent 
the first half day playing tag 
and jumping on uncle Uncle is,&s hard 
a s rocks a n d didn't crack anywhere 
This seemed to- d^appoint t h e children and 
in the afternoon they w e n t out and got 
spiked shoes , such a s the lumbermen 
wear, and c a m e back and jumped on uncle 
some more But, bless you, he llk'ed It, 
said he wished he could be where they 
could jump on h im every day H e 
thought that the next t ime he w e n t up, he 
might take the children e ight cents ' 
worth of candy and try to ruin their little 
digest ions. 

Well , t h e school year has started In 
fresh and joyous, teacher n e v e r ge t t ing 
married after all. but showing up a s smil­
ing and cheerful as ever, after her sum­
mer campaign, and a long, happy sohool 
year now s tre tches out before us * The 
first th ing to do, of course, is to organize 
and g e t the children's l i tt le s tub noses 
on the pedagogical grindstone T^en, lost 
teacher grow stale for lack of work, she 
wil l not b e compelled t o sweep and w a s h 
the floors after sohool hours, but she will 
be expected t o join a teachers'^ reading 
club, where t h e y read and discuss nice, 
juicy pedagogical subjects such a s "How 
to Wallop Johnny's Litt le Clothes," and 
Incidentally "The Education of Man," a 
light, frothy nove l by a German teacher 
which h a s gene into i t s twent ie th thousand 
in this country Les t teacher g e t a rest 
on Saturday, there wil l be a series of de ­
lightful teachers' meet ings on Saturday, 
designed t o keep her mind r ight on the 
stretch and to prevent her from doing her 
own room work. 

Glorious, happy, carefree days of chi ld­
hood and youth' W e never see "teacher" 
going so cheerfully to her t a s k on the 
7 30 car that w e do not long to present 
her vVlth the b ig red apple w e clubbed 
down from our neighbor's pe t "Sopsy-
vlne" apple tree in 1872 „, 

O glorious days of childhood, ' » 
And me in rny thirteenth year, i 

When Pee^vee Jackson clubbed me j 
And teacher "twigged my ear" ' \ 

' GOOD RESOUUTtON* . £ * 

Detroit News-Tribune . 
To return good for evil and joy for sor­

row 
T o be m y brother's helper rather than 

his keener 
T,o teach the doctrines of just ice rather 

than charity , 
To bel ieve In the humani ty of m a n rath­

er t h a n h i s frailty 
To be si lent rather than speak ill. 
To ut ter prayers of thanks rather than 

of supplication 
To be cheerful of my lot, y e t ambit ious 
This- shall 1 follow v *. A. *^„ 

MOTTESOTA^OLITICS * 

Republican leaders bf the first district 
who have n o t taken off their tioats for 
either Tawney or Knatvold are not wor­
rying so much over t h e primary election 
a s over w h a t comes a l ter After the 
lengths to which the campaign has been 
carried, they are wondering how Knat ­
vold could support Tawney or Tawney do 
anything for Knatvold That point Is 
not worrying the candidates now, but it 
m a y later. 

I t is a sltuation.5 which fills repub­
licans wi th alarm. «nd democrats wi th 
glee After picturing T a w n e y a s a high­
wayman, holding up t h e farmer while the 
lumber baron goes through his pookets, 
It will be quite a fea* in gymnat lc s for 
the Knatvold newspapers to wheel about 
a n d do things for T a w n e y . 

On the other h«w»d, t h e T a w n e y m e n 
« t y Suppose Kjiatyold is nominated. 
That m e a n s that $he ^ p u b l i c a n s of the 
district repudiate Tawney, his record and 
his methods Even if T a w n e y wanted to, 
how could he do Knatvold any g o o d ' 

There is a w a y out of It for the Knat­
vold papers, in the event of Tawney's re-
nomlnatlon They can s a y that Mr T a w ­
ney by his declaration for removing the 
tariff on 'roug'h* lumber, has wiped out 
the lumber tar i f f ' i s sue—that regardless 
of the past, his s ta tement is satisfactory, 
for h is future intentions both a s to l u m ­
ber and a s to Cuban rec iproci ty . ! 

T a w n e y has kept still a t the cost of 
Considerable effort, under, the lumber tar­
iff pounding republicans have been g iv ing 
him H e says 

"I can answer that argument on the 
s tump I have done i t before and I can 
do it again But I have no heart to argue 
the quest ion wi th republicans W a i t un­
til I'm nominated, and If the democrats 
raise that issue I will go on the s tump and 
m e e t i t " 

They are sure to raise the Issue They 
wil l s imply take the Knatvold circulars 
and editorials and hammer them in 

It's Van Against Heatwole. 
There i s a redhot senatorial contest in 

W e e county. The principals are both 
Faribault men, K D Chase, the miller 
and c , M. Buek, the banker Both are 
2 S . x 'Jfs m e n ' a n d a r e making a hard 
r ight The Heatwole -Van Sant feud has 
been stirred up to complicate matters 
S " 0 ? . . - t h e H e a t w o l e candidate and has 
Northfield and the northern end cf the 
county corralled w i t h the aid of the con­
gressman's influence If he can hoM Fari ­
bault even he will be nominated, and the 
fight centers there 

The Rice county democrats are g n a s h ­
ing their teeeth over a funny development 
of the primary *lectl6n law They held a 
conference and decided n o t to put a sen­
atorial candidate in the field until after 
the primaries They had one man picked 
to run against Chase, and another against 
Buck This w a s all very fine, but a t the 
last moment one T o m O'Grady of Forest 
townshfo>, stepped In a n d put up his $10 
H i s nanie will go dff the ballot a s the 
democratic nominee for senator 

S ix republicans are^af ter the two house 
nominations. -36>vm& 2*emk#rtof Faribault 
w a n t s a renominationi George W Damp" 
and M 3 Haskell , a lso of Faribault , are 
candidates I n « t h e ? »orth end there are 
Duren F Kelley and A W Norton of 
Faribault and Walter T. Scot t vof Morris-
town. * 

The redoubtable J J Furlong thinks of 
running a s a democratic candidate for the 
senate in Mower county in case the re­
publican nominee i s C D Belden 

Thompson Sure to W m . 
Senator R E Thompson of Freston has 

th ings his own w a y in Fillmore county, a s 
he deserves The est imate current there 
is that he will receive a s many votes a s 
his t w o opponents combined Senator 
Thompson has a lways been above sus ­
picion, and besides having the respect and 
confidence of h is fellows, he wielded con­
siderable influence H e w a s foremost in 
the fight for the Anderson law and the 
gross earnings bill. H e is one of the a u ­
thors of the farmers' telephone bill, and 
had a prominent part in securing in­
creased aid for the high, graded and rural 
schools 

T w o Tawjney postmasters brought out 
the rival candidates, to keep Senator 
Thompson from doing anything for Knat ­
vold They w o n their end for Thompson 
Is neutral in the congressional fight 

Chauncey Oloott In "Old Umer lok Town" 
at the Metropolitan. 

"Old Limerick Town," Chauncey Ol-
cott 's n e w stage romance, now in i ts s e c ­
ond week, contains t h e germs of a m u c h 
better play than i t is a t present. It has 
been writ ten well and w h e n It shall have 
btett well rewritten it will undoubtedly do 
fuller jus t i ce to the unquestioned ability 
of Augustus Pitou, manager and play­
wright. A t present the piece m a y be said 
to be in i t s formative period I t is fre­
quently talky, and i ts c l imaxes are too 
long delayed In other words, i t lacks 
celerity of action 

Despite these defects, "Old Limerick 
Town" pleases There is a novel plot 
which Is developed ingeniously a n d it 
tellB an interesting story, albeit the tell ing 
is marred by frequent and tedious in­
terruptions I t s defects are technical 
merely and j m a y be remedied easi ly 
through the judicious use of a blue pencil 
upon Mr Pitou's manuscript To quote 
an instance, Mr Pitou- has obviously e x ­
aggerated the "value of h i s comedy inter­
est In the second a c t he brings upon the 
stage Molly Dooley, a chpraeter whose 
affairs have nothing whatever to do wi th 
the main thread of the story, and permits 
her to tell and retell her own love storv, a 
tale which i s humorous in itself, but which 
becomes wearisome ere it is finished 
Even the skill of Miss Washburne, who is 
cas t in thte role, and of Mr Olcott, is 
unable to redeem the s c e n e The same 
th ing is true of o ther scenes , but i t a p ­
pears only reasonable to expect that these 
defects will b e discovered and remedied. 

However , w i th Mr Olcott a s star, the 
play JSino£ the thing Hi s position upon 
the A*n6ftcan s tage is unique H e enjoys 
a large and enthusiast ic personal follow­
ing, and has endeared himself to the 
public jus t a s Scanlon did before him H e 
i s our Irish s inging comedian par e x ­
cel lence and he merits his distinction, for 
his methods are original and his ability 
in Irish characters undoubted 

Mr Olcott has written four new ballads 
for the play, "The Limerick Girls," "The 
Voice of the V i o l e t " "Noreen Mavour-
neen," and "Every Litt le D o g Must H a v e 
Its D a y " The latter Is a quaint conceit 
in the shape of a child's song, and should 
become popular "The Voice oi the 
Violet" i s an unusually pretty <Mtty, a 
worthy successor to "My Wild Irish 
Rose ," which, b y the way, Mr Olcott is 
still compelled to s ing 

Mr Olcott has a new leading woman 
this year, Miss Maude Gilbert, w h o plays 
Noreen pleasinglv Those excel lent piay-
ers, Matt B Snyder and Rose Snyder, are 
still w i t h h im and the other members of 
the company are sat isfactory 

"Old Limerick Town" has been given an 
elaborate production, the scenery of the 
second act being particularly fine 

r -J S Jjawrence. 

SIX YARDS OF YARN K. 

By ALICE MACGOWAN 

(Copyright, 1902, by McClure's Newspaper 
Syndicate ) 

The dust rose in choking clouds The 
feet of the dancers thudded a dull a c ­
companiment to the wail ing music which 
the Mexican sheep shearers drew from 
harp and guitar One or two men were 
dancing wi th spurs on till a ripped dress 
and a shrill feminine protest excluded 
them from the floor 

It w a s a ranch dance a t Bil ly Motlow s 
Bar 13 iranchouse, and the ladies who 
graced the occasion except Louise Mor­
rison and Miss Will ie Porter, the school­
teacher, were all married women Their 
numerous progeny had been stowed m an 
adjoining room Mrs Billy, aware of 
what would be expected, had made a bed 
of blankets and comfortables along one 
wall There the youngsters reposed, their 
bare toes st icking out toward the b e ­
holder 

Poor Gene McKnight leaned against a 
doorcasing and watched the dancers H e 
w a s outcast from the whole fest ivity since 
he might not even speak to Louise Mor­
rison The girl looked pale heavy eyed 
and unhappy Her sister-in-law, Mrs 

at the Rose Melville in "Sis Hopkins' 
» BIJou. 

The career of Rose Melville has been p e ­
culiar Several years ago Miss Melville 
came to Minneapolis , a s a member of a 
farce-comedy company. In a piece known 
a s "The Prodigal Father " Like m o s t of 
i ts kind "The Prodigal Father" had little 
to recommend it to serious consideration, 
but Miss Melville played a f ive-minute 
sketch, in which she appeared as Sis Hop­
kins , a bashful, awkward girl from P o s e y 
county, Indiana More a caricature than 
a portrait, Sis , nevertheless , became popu­
lar Her gawkishness , her quaint philos­
ophy and, perhaps m o s t important of all, 
her peculiar appearance, endeared her to 
audiences all over the country Then 
someone hit upon the idea of enlarging the 
sketch into a three-act play The trick 
w a s done and Miss Melville began her 
career as a star in a character which she 
herself had made famous 

It has been claimed tha t Rose Melville 
cribbed the idea of Sis from a fel low pro­
fessional If that is so the public is the 
gainer, for, caricature though it is, there 
is much to admire in S is , and the suc ­
c e s s that has attended the play, now in i ts 
fourth season, justifies $ s elaboration. 
Both t h e , c o m e d y drama and the .sketch 
from which i t w a s evolved have been seen 
here before and are more or less familiar 
to Minneapolis play-goers In brief, "Sis 
Hopkins" is a bad play but an excellent 
entertainment, which finds its reason for 
being in the admirable character work of 
the actress who plays it 

A number of good specialt ies are intro­
duced, including Sis' "Snakentine" dance; 
and a funny topical song, "It's U p to 
Me," in which Wil l iam J Mason, in the 
character of Obadiah, explains the joys 
of a n undertaker's life The company has 
changed little s ince las t season so far a s 
the leading roles are concerned, and is 
competent —J S. Lawrence 

¥«« 

Would Be Legislators In Wabasha. 
F i v e prominent cit izens of Wabasha 

county are contest ing for the seat in the 
s tate senate made vacant by the retire­
m e n t of Allen J Greer Three are after 
the republican nomination, and two want 
the democratic indorsement A s the 
county i s somewhat close in an off year, i t 
is so far anybody's race * 

Lake City w a n t s the senatorship again, 
and presents for the republican nomina­
t ion J M Underwood, the well known 
nursery m a n H e is a strong m a n per­
sonally, but n e w In politics L O Cooke* 
of Kellogg, who sat irt the last house ,wants 
to be promoted H e i s a farmer, and strong 
wi th that class, and is a good oolltician 
The third m a n i s Will iam Foreman of 
Glasgow, a good m a n and a veteran re­
publican The nomination is thought to 
lie be tween Cooke a n d Underwood 

P. H Rahilly of Mt Pleasant, the form­
er s taesman who leaped into fame by 
nominat ing Ignatius Donnelly for presi­
d e n t a t the last populist national conven­
tion, is af ter the democratic nomination. 
H e used to be a democrat, and has re-
t u r n e d t o the fold In t ime to g e t hte name 
on the primary election ballot The other 
candidate is J a m e s A Carley of Plalnview, 
a young m a n b u t a good politician, who Is 
the probable winner. 

E a c h party h a s just one house candi­
date , George Hall of Plalnview will have 
the republican nomination, and M J 
O'Laughlln of Lake City, is the democrat. 

What the Straw Vote Shows. 
Much prominence is g iven by Mr 

Fletcher's newspaper supporters to a 
s traw vote taken by * J T Mannix, a 
strong partizan of the congressman It 
g ives Fletcher 605 votes , Hay 184, Peter­
son 68, and 143 undecided Straw votes 
are well known to be poor indicators of 
public sentiment, and no doubt a friend 
of either of the other candidates could 
g e t a v o t e equally favorable t o his man, 
by us ing equally good judgment a s to the 
place where he stood and the people a p ­
proached A friend of Mr H a y comment­
ed on this vote as follows ' 

"If t h e straw v o t e taken by Mr Mannix 
proves anything. It proves that the fight 
i s be tween Fletcher and Hay . The 
Fletcher men started on their campaign 
w i t h the c laim that 'if you w a n t to beat 
Peterson, you m u s t vote for Fletcher 
N o w by their o w n s ta tement i t Is shown 
that Hay, and not Peterson* i s Mr F le t ch ­
er's s trongest rival for the nomination. 
Therefore w e can say 'If y o u want to 
boat Fletcher, vote for Hay. ' " , 

Dowl lng people are jubilant over the 
fact tha t the newspapers of Renvil le coun 
ty * a v e a t last been solidified for 
the ir m a m The Morton Enterprise, which 
has been suportlng Young, came out in i t s 
last i ssue for Dowling 

v —Charles B. Cheney. 

The Ferris Company In "The Christian" 
at the Lyceum. 

From a b o x office standpoint a t least 
the Ferr is company seems ta have scored 
a substantial success "My J im" at 
tracted large audiences to the Lyceum all 
of last week, and Sunday night, when 
"The Christian" w a s presented a" the sec ­
ond week's bill, extra chairs were again 
called into use to accommodate the crowd. 
Moreover, the audience w a s highly pleased 
wi th the play and wi th the manner of its 
playing 

Miss Grace Hayward, the company's 
leading woman, made her Minneapolis de ­
but as Glqry Quayle and created a most 
favorable Impression She Is a little 
woman w i t h a n expressive voice a n d p. 
winsome personality, and her work a s 
Glorv is highly creditable A t her best, 
perhaps, in the l ight banter of the first 
act, Miss Hayward nevertheless c o m * 
mands respect for her handling of the 
later and more trying scenes The char­
acter grows in her h a n d s t a n d she suc­
ceeds in depicting forcibly the struggle In 
Glory s breast between her love for John 
Storm and her ambition Making no a t ­
tempt to counterfeit Glory's appearance, 
and having even discarded the r e i w i g 
that has come to be expected in the part, 
she y e t realizes the character of the 
woman in a w a y that augurs well for her 
work here Her handling of the tense 
scene w i t h Storm in the third ac t is 
marked by Intelligence and discretion. 

W h e n Hal l Caine created the character 
of John Storm he unfortunately made him 
a cad and this caddishness has been re­
tained in the play. Storm poses much and 
the pose i s n o t a graceful one However, 
that is» not the fault of the actor but of 
the author-playwright, and W . D Corbett, 
w h o i s cas t in the role, plays It wel l H e 
succeeds admirably In depicting the re­
ligious frenzy that took Storm to Glory's 
apartments wi th a fixed determination to 
kill her body in order to save her soul, and 
he accomplishes the» transit ion from priest 
to man, from N e m e s i s to lover, gradually 
and without doing violence to the prob-
abllties 

The chief interest of "The Christian" 
naturally centers about these t w o char­
acters, but there are several minor parts 
that present opportunities for good a c t ­
ing and, in the present instance, they are 
well played Dick Ferris a s Horatio 
Drake, W H Murdoch a s Lord Robert, 
Burt McCann a s Archdeacon Wealthy, 
Laura McCann a s Pollv Love a n d Malsle 
Cecil in the small part of Bet ty , all do 
commendable work. 

The play has been elaborately and cor­
rect ly s taged A t the Ferris prices i t 
should prove a strong attraction, a s i t h a s 
never before been done here by a stock 
company —J w . Lawrence. 

"MBS CHUBB BOUNCED INTO THE MID 
DLE OF THE NHXT ROOM 

Zack Morrison, who rejoiced in the s ingu­
larly felicitous nickname of Chubb, ' a 
round-faced, t ight-skinned, red cheeked, 
black beadv eyed woman, dancing in the 
same se t wi th Louise kept a sharp look­
out that McKnight got nowhere near her 
charge She w a s bounding like a rubber 
ball through the figures, h tr small black 
e v e s snapping wi th delight She could 
afford to enjoy herself, for her att i tude 
toward McKnight and her intentions con­
cerning her husband's s ister were matters 
well known and clearly understood b y all 
present The bachelor poulation of the 
county, disporting itself in the dance and 
pretty much all either actual or potential 
suitors of Louise, lent wil l ing and vain-
able ass i s tance 

Gene McKnight w a s the finest looking, 
bes t hearted and sweetes t tempered six 
feet of mascul inity on the whole Pack-
saddle range He w a s an inspired catt le­
m a n a n d had come up rapidly from cow 
puncher, wagon boss, ranch boss to have 
a nioe bunch of catt le and a good ranch 
of h is Own W h e n lovely Louise Morri­
son, then only IT j e a r s old, c a m e out t o 
s tay wi th her brothei Zack on h i s Texas 
ranch, the Open M s h e became a t once 
in that community of eligible bachelor­
hood, a belle and the possessor of many 
desirable suitors Gene whose rancn, 
the Lazy K, adjoined the Open M, soon 
made i t plain that she had his heart, and 
the girl, art less and impulsive and wi th no 
Vestige of the coquette in her makeup, al­
lowed it to appear as plainly that her own 
w a s g iven to Gene in exchange 

The disappointed swains took their de­
feat a s becomes men and all would now 
have gone well for the lovers had it not 
been for Mrs Chubb s only and adored 
offspring, Beauregard, a youth of some 
four summers, and, as Packsaddle de­
clared to )a. man, ' the orneriest brat that 
ever dragged his lariat round over the 
Texas P a n h a n d l e " The seemingly f a ­
vorable fact of propinquity w a s what 
probably procured Gene's downfall, for, 
wax ing familiar wi th the yoang man's 
personality, not to say his anatomy, Beau­

regard proceeded tx> practice upon h i m 
the methods pursued toward h i s mother, 
his cat and his toys 

Mrs Chubb s darling had apparently d e ­
cided in h is infantile mind to destroy Mc­
Knight The process having gone about 
as far a s w a s safe—and much further t h a n 
w a s comfortable—and no remonstrance) 
being offered bv the sweetly smil ing Mrs. 
Chubb, McKnight firmly but kindly re ­
strained the young cannibal from the a c ­
tual demolition of his features 

It w a s enough — it w a s more than 
enough Mrs Chubb never forgave this 
sl ighting behavior toward her cherished 
offspring Indeed, the more she thought 
of the m a t t e r the bitterer she waxed u n ­
til McKnight w a s forbidden the house. 
Mrs Chubb declared that she would 
rather hand Louise over to a horse thief 
than to a brute like Gene McnKight, who 
would undoubtedly beat her, since he 
would go so f a r a s to cruelly mistreat a 
little child—and before i t s own m o t h e r s 
eyes 

Poor Gene thought of these things a s 
he leaned aga ins t the doorway and looked 
on a t the dance Now this doorway led 
to the room where the children were 
stowed A yap and a scuffle among t h e m 
attracted his at tent ion and appeared to 
suggest something H e glanced a t Chubb 
Morrison W h a t if the plot which had 
just flashed into his mind offered not only 
a solution of his and Louise's troubles, 
but a chance to ge t even wi th this re ­
doubtable matron and her illtempered 
youngster who had made Louise s life a 
burden ever since she came eo t h e . 
Open M ' 

Gene hurried out to the corral, made 
certain arrangements there, then slipped 
back into the children's room, where he 
proceeded to connect all those bare and 
stubby toes one wi th another a t good, 
liberal distances bv a firmly attached line 
of yarn H e first tried it thoughtfully and 
doubled it after doing so ' I don't w a n t 
to exact ly jerk their toes out, ' he m u t ­
tered and yet the Lord knows—fer he 
made 'em—that 'twould serve most of 'em 
about r i g h t ' , . , , . * 

This done, he w e * back to his post a t 
the doorway and gave a good strong pull 
on his end of the yarn string There en­
sued a subdued growling in the room be­
hind him which waxed and grew to a 
series of howls, in which even- species of 
juvenile voice entreated for "Mommer' 

Maw' ' ' Mammy'" The din, flowing like 
a tidal w a v e over the music of the orches­
tra reached the ears of Mrs Chubb She 
paused in her evolutions, flung up her 
head Uke a warhorse that sniffs the battle 
and bounced as Gene afterward declared, 
wi th one mighty bounce clean Into the 
middle of the struggling juvenil i ty in the 
next room 

And I reckon he added a lways in 
telling the story that It w a s plumb t ime 
she should git thar for them young u n s 
was jes t a-eatin' each o t h e r s heads off 
all s imultaneous 

This w a s the last of h i s actual observa­
tions As he turned toward the ballroom 
to find w h a t chance the diversion gave 
him wi th Louise he met Billv Motlow s 
wife and the spouse of N ick Dovle both 
charging toward the children s room w i t h 
f^ry wri t ten upon their countenances 

Flee ing silently. Gene found Louise 
near the outside door W i t h one sob she 
was in hit. arms in the semidarknefcs 
' Now s our chance, sweetheart ' he whim­
pered m the little ear he had just ardently 
kissed and wi th her hand in his they e s ­
caped unobserved toward the corral 

And back in "the court of the children' 
the fight raged awfullv The men, great, 
easy-going chaps in clumsy cowboy boots, 
s tood back in foolish helplessness while 
their wives pulled, jerked thrust and 
screamed wi th shrill voices and blazing 
eyes 

Children were snatched and clawed back 
and forth (along With the eenangfc of 
much bitter reproach and tnvective) in­
quired of, violentlv rejected the yarn 
weav ing in and out and around and 
through the j oungsters splitting the air a t 
every jerk, until some woman a little 
saner than t h e others discovered i ts ex ­
istence and displayed it to the onlookers. 

A sudden pause of amazement followed 
this revelation, and upon this abrupt sti l l­
ness burst a very full explanation of both 
i ts authorship and its purpose for there 
flashed across the l ight space outside the 
windows a stream of galloping ponies, fol­
lowed and driven by a mounted man and 
a girl, Gene swinging his lariat and 
whooping joyously and Louise lending a 
wil l ing hand and voice to the work. 

And Zack Morrison s foghorn tones were 
lifted Thar, now' Gene McKnight s 
done skipped wi th Lou while you all was 
a foolin' here over this trick of his n on 
the young uns Stampeded the ponies, 
too' They aint a hoof left to chase 'em 
on, an' I'm glad of It'" 

Books and Authors 
F U T U R E OF T H E NOVEL. 

W. O. VAX 
TASSEL SUTPHEN. 

A portrait of Martha Washington win adorn 
the 8-eeat postage stamp, -fbfcb Will b r i a - l Bettsdor holds the record for volcanoes, 
sued fiext fall. r%£ ^ ^ i T - ' I ones in Russia t l fat are still actl*». > 

PREMONITIONS. 

There's a shadow on the grass 
That w a s never there before; 

And the ripples a s they pass » 
Whisper of a n unseen oar 

And the song w e k n e w by rote " 
Seems to falter in the throat. 

And a footfall, scarcely nfcted, l ingers 
near the open door. *̂  

Omens that were once but j e s t ** #J 
N o w are messengers 6t fa te , J" , 

And the bless ing held the bes t " '*'*«4 

Cometh not or com«S too late ****-** 
« Tet , whatever life may lack, )£***&• 

Nipt, a b lown leaf beckons b a e k l ^ ^ 
"Forward'" Is the summons . "Forward! 

* Where the n e w horizons w a i t " 
—Robert TJnGetflWod Jontife6&< 

In the North American Review for Sep­
tember there is an interesting symposium 
on Jules Verne's audacious prediction that 
in fifty or a hundred years from now, 
there will not be any novels or romances 
In volume form, a s they wil l be supple­

mented by the dally 
newspaper 

J a m e s Lane Allen 
d o e s not think 
Verne's v i ews worthy 
of serious considera­
tion, arguing that, if 
novels are declining 
m merit, they have 
so declined before, 
and have revived m 
merit and will do so 
again. Novels are 
needed* and will be 
needed and the mind 
of the race "will call 
more for the devel­
opment of the fine art 
of fictioA to the end 
of t ime " H e thinks 

Jules Verne w a s not in earnest w h e n he 
made his prediction W D Howells , in 
the course of h is remarks, says 'No, 
dear Mr Jules Verne, there never w a s a 
person more widely astray in his premises 
or farther from the truth in h is conclu­
sions than you, either a s to the novel in 
general or the psychological novel in par­
ticular. E v e n the poor, despised historical 
novel is fas t grounded in the ignorance 
and imbecility of the race, and it will not 
be superseded by the newspaper story or 
by every-day fact mask ing a s fiction. The 
reporter's coloring may be no cruder than 
the romancer's, but his work is necessar­
ily more hurried H e writes w i t h the 
hungry linotyper a t his elbow, ready to 
digest his material in type and the press 
vibrating wi th impatience for his tale, 
which m u s t be unvarnished, however v iv ­
idly t inted H e is a good fellow, the re­
porter, a n d far better than some people 
would have him believe, but h is art In Its 
honesty Is not Invention, and w h e n It b e ­
comes so. It is false and bad H e can very 
wel l develop on his own l ines , k there is 
ever so m u c h outcome In h im, but any 
one, even an ag ing and outworn novelist , 
w h o would have h im believe that he is in 
any w i s e , akin to the novelist , or even to 
the lonely historian, flatters h im to his 
undoing " 

Hamlin Garland s a y s among other 
th ings "The snap-judgment of the report­
er, seeking sensation and dealing wi th the 
abnormal in human life, will never become 
a dangerous rival to the novelist who 
works a t leisure and in repose, verifying 
what he writes from week to week a s the 
story unrolls From the sociological s tand­
point, the newspaper deals too largely w i t h 
crime, w i th tho abnormal, the diseased, to 
be in any sense a true chronicle of our 
t ime /The really dangerous rival pt^the 
novel, In m y Judgment, Is the drama—a 
n e w ^dfama^ vivid, swift, humorous and 
abi^lut«y^cottteni»oraneons. Our ever-
taeteasmic centers 6t populat ion detaand 

the drama, and they will have it The 
theater i s to be rival of both fiction a n d 
journalism " 

Hamilton Mabie thinks that "so long a s 
life is dramatic and men have imagination 
they will del ight to tell and to hear s tor­
ies, and the dreadful possibility of a world 
in which the 'Arabian Nights ' and 'Vanity 
Fair,' have been expelled by the newspa­
pers may be dismissed." 

John Kendrick Bangs smilingly agrees 
wi th M Verne and says "it will require all 
the leisure of t h e future public to keep 
abreast of their own t imes, and conse­
quently, the novel will cease to exist , un­
less of course, the ideal publisher who 
publishes just for the fun of it comes 
into being wi th other improvements of the 
age—which is a doubtful prospect ' He 
thinks the thirst for storv will be gratified 
when men and w o m e n sleep In the future, 
and the l iterature of the period will be in ­
duced by pills taken before retiring and 
act ing Immediately thereafter and there 
will be pills to induce poetry and Qther 
forms of literature 

Mr Bangs* v iew is in keeping wi th h is 
radiant nature Hamlin Garland is u n ­
questionably a s wrong a s Jules Verne and 
a s illogical If the increasing population 
demands drama they demand fiction in 
books more and will ge t it Mr Mabie i s 
right in his recognition of the congenital 
and inextinguishable love of the story 
which characterizes the race 

Literary Notes. 
The first volume of the Stuart papers in 

manuscript in the Royal library a t Wind­
sor h a s ' b e e n published by the Historical 
Manuscript commission, b y permission of 
King Edward These papers are very 
valuable and very few literary men have 
had access to them 

Lord Salisbury is said to be an inces­
sant reader of French novels 

Mr Kltton, In h is biography of Dickens, 
says Paul Dombey was Dickens' nephew, 
Harry Barnett , a cripple, who died w h e n 
a child, and Dora w a s a Miss Beadwell , 
w i th w h o m Dickens was desperately i a 
love w h e n he w a s 18 
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* 
The Fighting Man—As Lieutenant Gen­

eral Nelson A Miles stood reviewing the 
Memorial Day parade in N e w York a r e ­
porter whose impression of the m a n h a d 
"been gained a t banquets where the c o m ­
mander of the army wore evening dress, 
w a s so struck by the imposing appearance 
of the general a s to venture a remark a s 
to him his uniform changed him from *t 
dapper elderly gent leman to a formidable 
warrior 

"Which i l lustrates," replied the general, 
"that if c lothes do not make the man, the 
•uniform goes a long w a y toward making 
the officer 

"And this reminds me," he added, "of 
an experience out west , w h e n I w a s a 
colonel I had put a lot <Uf recruits in 
their first uniforms, and told them that I 
expected every one of them to honor h is 
uniform by behaving l ike a major general. 

" 'An' who'd do th' fightin' th in ' ' In­
quired one of the recruits, w h o had no t 
y e t learned t a l isten t o h i s superiors ft* 
s i lence." 


