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The recent report of accidents and

far the greater number of accldents.

death in American rallway travel.

Amet;lcan raﬂwaj"P 'manwafs?hava'“'deve‘luﬁé&[ a very liv

think of golng to Greenland as to England to learn any-
thing valuable about railway operation. “But there is one
thing they can learn, and one that the American public
would be willlng to trade for their superlbrity in other re-
‘When it comes to killilng and maiming passengers,
the Americans have a flne record, but, of course, as lite’
preservers they cannot also show up well.

the British Board of Trade and the annual report of the In-
terstate Commerce Commission supply data for comparison.
The result of such comparison shows that though the den-
sity of traffic in Great Britain and Ireland is seven times
ns great as In the United States, the latter country has by

It has been suggested that a little legislation making
certain operating officials responsible for the safety of their
trains would greatly reduce the chances of aceident and

- "During 1901 tral
. single person In the
Hngle per

They. would as soon:

Number

(milllons)*
casualties made by
Comparative

Passengers killed .......:...NONE = -
e 4 Passengers injured ..........
of

T mie .-,’;."L:'.‘ -: iR T 5
n-accidénts did not cauge the death of'a
United Kingdom. ¥ ol

4. [ Ay
the same year the American mllﬁé’ﬁ {lled 'in train
accidents 168 passengers.
Here are some’ figures for-the two countiies: - !
»

United  United
Kingdom, ‘States..
: 168 -
476 © 2,436
train miles
290"

370

Number of miles of track.... 22,000, , 208,000

density of traffic 7 1

*Approximate. + &
These figures do not include the casualties of employes
or of those who suffered death or injury from railways and

were neither passengers nor employes. .

says that the great

to adapt practice to

A competent authority, writing in the New York Post,

number of train accidents in the United

States is simply due to the neglect of operating departments

the demands of traffic.
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Western Financial Strength.
The treasury department at Washington
reports the receipt of letters from western
Jbankers, stating that they see no particu-
‘lar advantage which will accrue to them
by adopting Secretary Shaw's plan of
gending In the bonds they have on hand,
as security for deposits of government
‘funds to meet demands for currency for
crop-moving purposes, as the west has
‘plenty of money to invest in any legitimate
‘channel and they have no need o_! help
‘from the treasury. This statement is in
‘accordance with views of many bankers
fin the west hitherto expressed.
The secretary of the treasury has made
'‘ample provision for any extraordinary call
from the interlor for funds to move the
|btg crops. Not only has he Invited the
‘national banks to take out more circula-
tion by borrowing bonds and depositing
them in the treasury, but he has deter-
imined to anticipate the payvment of inter-
iast due on government bonds in October,
at once, and lo Increase government de-
posits in national banks. The secretary
has even stated his willingness to accept
municipal or state bonds as security for
'the deposit of such funds in the nationals
in order to expedite rellef when the money
'market needs it, as government bonds are
ao high that there is no profit in buying
them to use as security for government
;deposits. L
The pressure which, a few days ago,
igent money rates In New York to a high
figure, has subsided, and gold importa-
‘tions are already moving toward New
7vork and San Francisco. The pressure
was not due to the demand for money for
_crépamuving purposes altogether, as would
appear from New York statements, but
flsrgely to the demand for speculative op-
'erations which were rapidly tending to a
'dangerous bull activity in stocks, which
Ivmuld probably have occasioned sharp in-
iconveniance to the legitimate business
'world, but the conservative New York
ibarkers put the brakes on by shoving up
'money rates and keeping money to loan
[for legitimate business purposes.  The
'country Is so unprecedentedly prosperous
that legitlmate business requires all the
‘available money it can get. The active
demand naturally attracts gold from
_abroad, ag there is better profit in loaning
_funds here than in Europe under present
 eonditions.
i1 The purchasing power of the people of
! this country is enormous, and has natu-

rally affected prices, which always rise
_on an extraordinary consumptive demand

as at present. The fact that savings de-

posits have, during the past five years, in-
- ereased by $369,000,000 is sufflcient proof
. of the pervasive character of the present
“term of prosperily, which has excited the
wonder of Europe and led some of our
jealous critics across the water to assert
that our “boom’ will terminate in a few
months. The fact is, there Is not the
plightest ground for such a statement. The
credit of the United States is of the first
class and second to that of no nation on
the face of the earth. We.are constantly
pequiring new wealth. The census shows
that, in the decade 1890-1900, the increase
in the total valuation of the country was
about $30,000,000,000, and it has doubled
" during the last twenty years. The fact

that the New York bank reserves have

been pulled down to a comparatively low
ey 'ﬁsure ($7,262,100 Jast week) is only a sign
2 that ‘capital is in Jarge demand for busi-

A ade

ness necessities, that the 'trade situation
is perfectly sound and, under such condi-
tions, bankers feel justified In permitting
reserve reduction.

It is to be noted that, while there is
much money going Into the treasury
through customs receipts and revenue col-
lections, tha whole excess cver disburse-
ments is practically withdrawn from the
channels of business, except when ab-
stracted by the troublesome devices sug-
zested by the secretary of the treasury to
make some of it available for business.
This Is the fault of our system.

“Primary” Results and Comment.

Contrary to conclusions based on tho
early returns, the primary election of
Tuesday brought out a vote that, In its
size, was both surprising and gratifying.
It was agreed on all sides that the vote
would be smaller than at the primaries
two years ago. In 1900 the voters had a
new plaything to amuse themselves with,
and the excitement of a presidential cam-
palgn to stir them up. This being an off
vear, and the primary system being no
longer novel in this county, all the polit-
ically wise agreed that the vote would be
from 6,000 to 8,000 less than in®1900. It
turns out to be as large, If not larger,
the errors of election judges two years
ago making it impossible to ascertaln pre-
cisely how ‘many ballots were cast then.
Probably 31,000 votes were cast in each
election In this county. So far as main-
taining popular interest 1s concerned, then,
we may conclude that the primary elec-
tion is a great success. It is doubtful if
there were ever more than 13,000 votes
cast in Hennepin county under the old pri-
mary or caucus system. The people like
to vote directly for their party nominees.
Of that there can be no doubt.

There were many complaints from vot-
ers regarding the requirement. of a state-
ment of party affiliation, but the number
of those who refrained from voting on
that account does not appear to have been
Jarge. On the whole the effect of this pro-
vision appears to have been good. As the
democrats have Increased their primary
vote, while the republicans have lost, as
compared with two years ago, there Is
Teason to suspect, though not to conclude,
that the new provision has kept democrats
from interfering with the choice of repub-
lican candidates. It can safely be said
that, with a few possible exceptions, the
republican candidates were nominated
without the assistance of democratic
votes, There is nothing In the result an-
alogous to the nomination of Ames two
years ago. .

In the state the people seem to have
taken kindly to the new system. The
vote has, not, perhaps, been proportion-
ately so large as in Minneapolis and St.
Paul, but very large for a primary elec-
tlon in the country districts.

The most notable defect of direct nomi-
natlon of candidates is strongly brought
out by the large number of minority
candidates. There were contests for the
republican nominations to congress in
seven of the nine Minnesota districts. In
five of these the nominee is the choice of
a minority of votes. Only Bede .in. !.l;a.
eighth and Tawney in the first are norai-
nees who had to fight and have yet ob-
tained majorities. Notwithstanding Mr.
Fletcher's large plurality in this district,
he is a minority candidate.

But it 1s not too much to say that the

majority choice under the conventlon sys-
tem Is not what It seems to be. Conven-
tions that have to‘deal with more than
two aspirants very often nominate the
one who had the fewest votes at the start.
The fact that the delegates voted for him
does not change the choice of the citizens
who elected the delegates to vote for an-
other man. Moreover, it sometimes hap-
pens that a majority of delegates really
represents a minority of voters—as has
sometimes happened in the electoral col-
lege of the Unlteg States. Too much
astress has been laid on the possibility that
opposition to a candidate befofe the pri-
maries may lead to opposition to him in
the final polls. The 6,000 republicans who
voted for Mr. Hay and the 5,000 who voted
for Mr. Peterson in this district would
rather vote in November for Mr, Fletcher,
the cholce of 10,000 of their fellow repub-
licans, than they would for. Mr. Fletcher
as the scratch nominee of a closely di-
vided convention. They know that more
republicans favor Fletcher than favor
Hay or Peterson. After a close and
angry convention they would not have the
consolation of that knowledge. ]
“ It is true that some undesirable candi-
dates were nominated Tuesday by both
parties, but not more than the old system
would have given us. The people chose
them, and If we are to condemn the
primary system because it sometimes
gives us unfit candidates, we must for the
same reason condemn government by the
people. ) i

The great adyance marked by the pri-
mary election system is the intense inter-
est it arouses among voters. - ‘Nothing
will, in the long run, prove so beneflcial
to government as popular interest in it
These thousands of voters who have as-
sisted in nominating men who will later
fill offices are going to watch them close-
ly. This will lead to a feeling' of' respon-
sibility on the part of the officehiolder
that he does not have in such a degree so
long as control of 2 few political leaders
gives promise of re-election. The office-
holder who wishea to continue in office
must make a good name for himself with
the people. Fine i s oo

“We think the primary election gy&;g;? is

s

now so firmly entrenched in Minnesota
that no serlous effort will be made to
maries may lead to opposition to him at
abolish it or essentlally amend it, al-
though improvements may be devised as
a result of'experience.

i

Speaker Henderson—I'm mad, and no-
body kin make me stop bein’ mad.

Parcels Post Service.

The parcels post service arranged by the
British government has gone -into opera-
tlon with this country, the British post-
offices recelving parcels for the United
States, which are delivered by the Amer-
ican Express company to the consignees
in this country. With this service our
government has nothing to do. as the at-
tempts of Great Britain to effeci.an in-
ternational arrangement have heretofore
failed. The Cunard and' White Star lines
are delivering the parcels, the charges be-
ing 24 cents for each three-pound package
and 72 cents for packages weighing from
seven to eleven pounds, to the principal
points in' our country, with an additional
charge of 24 cents for a DBritish clearance
fee and our customs fees are added to the
dutiable matter. Packages are limited to
a maximum weight of eleven pounds and
a maximum length of six feet for length
and - girth combined. :

The parcels post convention with Ger-
many which went into operatlon last year
showed in one year a preponderance of
business from Germany, the aggregate
weight of parcels recelved from Germany
being 233,690 pounds, as compared with
51,484 pounds sent from - this country to
Germany, the average weight of the for-
mer being 7.44 pounds, and of the latter
2.44 pounds. The record shows that to ll
the other countries with which we have
parcels post conventions, we only sent
48,000 pounds. The other countries are
Jamaica,. Turk's Island; Barbadoes, the
Bahamas, British Honduras and Guiana,
Mexico, Leeward and Windward Islands,
Danish West Indies, Colombia, Costa Rico,
Salvador, Newfoundland, Honduras, New
Zealand and Nicaragua. !

The postmaster general is Inclined to
think that before a foreign service of this
kind is extended, cong‘r‘ess‘.&ho'gl_t‘i"'_s'eﬁfltm
a domestic parcels post systern’is estab-
lished in connection with the postal serv-
ice. Of couse, if a domestic system is es-
tablished by our government and the for-
elgn serviee in merchandise ﬂacka.s’es is
extended to other countries in Europe be-
sides Germany, the express companies
would no doubt lose a" considerable
amount of this business, e

the parcels post business because it will
be profitable as an independent operation
‘and it is sald arrangements will be made
for a similar service from . the United
States to Great PBritain. -

The government will no doubt discover
thaf the extension of the parcels post
system in Europe will make a very ap-
preciable increase in the postal revenues.
It has succeeded only recently in greatly
minimizing the postal deficleney by the
proper classification of mall matter, by
which wvarlous publications which had
been mailed at a rate of a cent a pound,
and cost the government 4 cents a pound
to handle, were transferred from second
to third class, where it has to pay at the
rate of one cent for each two ounces, the
department ruling that in third class such
matter belongs.’ In 1901 the second class
matter aggregated about 60 per cent of
the entire mail weight of the country and
yet it paid only $4,294,445 of the $111,631,-
133 revenue of the last flscal year, or, to
put it in another way, three-fifths of the
mail welght provided about one twenty-
eighth part of the revenue. No doubt the
postal revenues would wipe out the an-
nual deficit if a well-regulated parcels post
were put in operatlon in this country and
similar facllities were arranged with Eu-
ropean countries which desire such con-
ventions with us. All progressive coun-
tries have adopted the facilitles for the
transmission of parcels at moderate cost,
except ours.

The Fletcher men won the nomination
and the Hay men took the money.

Canadian Folly.

Some Canadians are now feeling their
oats to such an extent that they strongly
remind. us of the bumptiousness of the
average American of the early part of
the eighteenth century. With the growth
of Canada in trade and agriculture, in
t manufactures and commerce there has
arisen a cry of “Canada for the Cana-
dians,” which s most absurd ‘in’ some’ of
its  applications. o Ly et

Not being fully aware of the resources
of ‘their country till Americans uncovered
them, not having undertaken to improve
and utilize thelr opportunities till Ameri-
can capital and energy led the way in
many different and  widely separated
flelds, certain Canadian statesmen and
newspapers are now in favor of imitating
the Chinese and keeping all’ the good of
_their -country, actual and potential, for
themselves. k - ; b

This narfow spirit, which.does not seem
to hq'e\dnée'd _to any extent by the pro-
gressive and liberal business men of west-
‘ern Canada, is well illustrated by an
editorial in the Toronto Mall and Empire
on, the improvement of the Rainy river
water power. A Minneapolis company
owns the American shore of the river at
the falls and desires to Bulld a dam for
the purpose of utilizing the immense:pow-

The British government has gone into |

part of the water front on the Canadian
side is owned by the Ontario government.
The Mail and Empire urges that no con-
cessions be granted to the .i;kmerlc'an com-
pany and that the Canadians go ahead
and develop the power on their side all by

themselves. g .

To embellish the wisdom of this course,
the Mail and Empire dwells on the calam-
itous ownership of the power at the “Soo”
by an American company and the domi-
nance of an American company at Niagara
Falls. If the work Mr: Clergue has done
at the Soo is a calamity for Canada, the
word will soon have an improved meaning
in that country. Buyt, anyway, the Mail
and Empire wants no more such calami-
tes.

We suspect that it will find few sympa-
thizers In Fort, Frances, the town on the
Ontario side of the Rainy River falls. The
people of that village want the power de-
veloped. “A company stands ready to de-
velop it, and has assured thém of an equi-
table distribution of industries. They
care little whether Canadian or American
capital builds the dam, but they don't
want to miss it. They have ascertained,
moreover,
engineer, that the power cannot well be
utilized unless a dam is built entirely
across the river. If the people of Fort
Frauels; . or, rather, the government of
Ontario, act on the Mail.and Empire’s ad-
vice, it wiil be many a year before factory
wheels will be turning efther at Xoochi-
ching or Fort Frances.

The Journal's Washington corres-
pondent suggests. that perhaps the real
reason why Colonel Henderson decided
to retire from congress is the fear that he
could not be re-elected speaker. He has
expressed such conflicting sentiments with
regard to:the t:u"it?t that his sudden deter-
mination "o pull anit thé irace for. re-
election to congresséannat be satisfactor-
ily accourited for on-that ground, although
he is no doubt copsiderably out of line
with his party in his own state on that
matter. The Washington theory that the
apprehension which he is justified in feel-
ing with regard tothe speakership bears
the stamp of probability, as at least one
consideration influércing his sudden and
dramatic exit frbmiXhe fiéld of active
politics. Meanwhile, ' his withdrawal is
bound to accentuate the tariff reform is-
sue in the campaign. It will probably
make it necessary for the republicans gen-
erally to recognize the ‘“Towa idea” and
take some position with respect to it. It
willsbecome  mord .cleatly’ ufidérstood
w};g}_l:.er the “Iowa idea’ is the real repub-
lican idea or only a local development of
minor: importance.. Mr. . Henderson jhas
precipitated an intéresting situation.

Both Mr. Tawney and Mr. Fletcher will
or should be better congressmen, for the
disciplining they have just received from
their people. We imagline that After this
they will consult public oninion in their
state and district and vote in congress on
big questions as their péople thlnk 'they
should. As a rule a congressman knows
his business better than his people do.
But_on such a question as that of Ciiban
reciprocity “the constituents “who made
public opinion had every opportunity to be
and were as well or better informed than
thelr representatives. In a question in-
volving national policy, a policy that
greatly interests or-concerns the people,
the congressman should, by his vote, rep-
resent his people. In other matters he can
‘act as his judgment directs, always as-
suming that he can, if necessary, convince
his people that he Is right. Representa-
tive government becomes a farce if the
representative body belles its designation.
]

‘Although Mr. Hay is next to Mr. Fletch-
er in the number !of votes recelved a
morning contemporary argues that the
race was between Fletcher and Peterson.
Hay it seems was the most formidable
opponent of Fletcher, but Peterson the
man most likely to beat him. The Hay
vote, it appears, was the natural Fletcher
vote, only it wasn't for him this time be-
cause part of it was against Fletcher and
part of it was for Hay. In the same way
we might argue that the contest, notwith-
standing the result, was really between
Hay and Peterson. The Fletcher vote,
we might assume, was naturally a Hay
vote, but it voted for Fletcher because
part of it preferred Fletcher to Hay and
because the other part disliked Hay. Such
conclusions may have some value but we
haven't time to find out what it is.

It must be interesting to navigators of
New; Yorknharbor. o know 'that al-
though ome of the lost harbor defense
mines blew up. the dther' day and: killed
four men, two more ‘are 'bobbing -"gmund
somewhere waliting to be struck. -

President Roosevelt s going -to “talk
Cuban reciprocity op his western. tour.
01}3 or two Minnesota congressmen who
have been renominated are prﬁbably glad
he didn’t come with his talk ten days
earlier. ;

3 5B - i
Secretary Hay's protest to the powers

in_ behalf of the Roumanian. Jews does

credit to him and the American people;

Judging from the Bank statemen¥s, the’
northwest has the crops this year and the
money, too.. - i £ g

This priary election system h!gbroves
the quality of the board nominations.
| Nominations for-board offices are fe long-

er ‘that now. goes Lo

RS 9R9MN4. A8 CoRsOlatORP o

f

from a competent hydraulic.

mary electlon system as a means of rats-|| 4"

ing the standard of the city council. They
made good nominations for the most part
two years ago, and the selections this
yvear are almost uniformly good. We can
not' recall that the convention system ever

gave us such good results in aldermanic

timber,

Personal and Soclal—Mr. Volstead of
Granite Falls gave his friends of the sev-
enth district a pleasant little surprise
party. ‘Mr, Foster of the‘sixth district en-
tertained Benator Buckman with a party
that was fully as interesting as it was sur-
prising.

By ELLIOT WALKER

(Copyright, 1902, by MeClure's Newspaper
Syndicate.) - .

It was very hot in the office and dull,
very dull, ;

Lena swished at the flies with the in-
surance company’s fan. Every time her
eye fell upon it she wondered at the care-
lessness of man. During her three years
of clicking service the fact that life was
but a thread had been daily, one might
say hourly, impressed upon her mind.
It was everywhere—on the walls, on the
letter heads, on the fan even.

She could hardly think of a man with-
out seeing him drop dead in the street or
mangled under car wheels, with a side is-
sue view of a woman, always thin anJJ

“The Nonpareil Man

' The Johnson Vote.

Tom Johnson sits before his tent, a cheer-
ful Indian, he; g

There's a millian other Johnsons In each
town directorie,

And should Tom 'get the Johnson vote,
It's safe to bet the coin

That he will carry everything from Calais
to Des Moines.

Casually Observed.

Uncle Loren took all the fences beau-
tifully,

Adam Bede shot into the open like a
new automobile with an accident to its
steering gear.

Colonel Henderson simply sideste;pped.

The fall openings In the show windows
drag the ladies to the glass like a strong
wind blowing over a field of grain.

P. Y. Gunderson was nominated for
school supervisor in the eighteenth dis-
trict of Kandiyohl eounty. Hurrah!

The Panther and the Wisconsin pro-
pose to blow that Panama hat factory off
the isthmus,

The French government has decided to
keep a watchman on Mont Pelee to feel
the volcano's pulse. Some day the vol-
cano's foot will slip again and they will
get a new watchman.

Who Cut the Hose?

If there seemed to be a useless and al-
tugelhqr unnecessary boy in Stony Lone-
some, ' that boy was Peewee Jackson.
Peewee was so named because he was
s0 small, not only physically, but spiritu-
ally. He always had a few rods of twine,
a slung shot, a pint of dried peas and a
plece of cake pr pie or two apples in his
pocket, and he was usually meditating
some kind of a disturbanece. It was Pee-
wee who poured molasses into the pas-
tor’s overshoe at the church social. Or
at any rate it was “laid to him.”. Was
there a board placed over the school-
house chimney? Search was at once made
for Peewee Jackson. When found, he wore
his usual abused and innocent air, and
nothing could be proved on him. When
the hose was cut at the school-
house fire, {Indignant firemen rip-
ped  pickets off the fence and be'gs.n a
grim and determined search for Peewee
Jackson with the intention of fanning his
little panties. Peewee was not to be
found.

Shorty Hitchcock met'him a little later
upon the wharf whitt!ing a shingle:

‘‘Hello, Peewee, whatcher doin'?"

“Nothin"."”

“Where've you been?"

“Nowhere.”

“They’re lookin' for you.”

“I don't care, Let 'em look.”

“The achoolhouse's afire,”

“What of it?" . .

" “She’s out now."”

“Umph!""

““They said you set her.”

“I never."

“Well, you cut the hose.”

"§ou‘1‘; a liar!"

“You dassen't say that "y

“Don't hafter." A -

“Well, you'd better not."”

“Why not?"

“Never: you mind:""

";‘;crl I}nlnd. If T wanted to.”

“Well, "twouldn't be saf rou.'

“Why nott: e for you.

. "“Never mind why not.”

“I'd mind if I wanted to."

These strained relations seemed mo-
mentarily on the poipt of breaking but
they rarely did break. Boys like nations
do not want to fight and will not do S0
unless driven to it by what s called, In
the rase of great states, “the na.tin.na.]
honor. The above conversation repre-
sents what is known internationally as “a
diplomatic Interchange of notes.” As boys
and as nations ‘“grow up" the exchange
becomes politer, but it is the same thing.

. —A. J. R.
DAILY DIVERSION

Not So Far Away.—Stories con
. cernin
the rivalry hetween Chicago and St. Luug
evidently will never grow old. The latest
concerns a visit which Alderman Michael
Kenna, “Hinky Dink,"” recently paid to
St. Louis. He wished to talk to a friend
who lives in the suburbs of the Missouri
city, and as he had a dime in his pocket
for change called up over the.telephone.
He talked bul a few minutes, and then
asked the central operator how much he
1'ru.uzn_;i deposit for the ecall.
“Fifty cents, please,” was the an
a most confident volce. St
“Fifty cents,” gasped . the . ald
Bl 1 X e .
V:"hx:,t go yt‘:’u take me for? A man“:-ﬁ‘h
coin to burn? Why, in Chicago I
up hades for 50 cents.’ . oen Sl
“Perhaps ‘so,” was the answer t
framed in the most unruffled tone: 'Fbtllltl;
that's within the city limits, you know."”

AMUSEMENTS

Foyer Chat.

To-plght and the remalnder of the week
with matinee Saturday, “King Dodo" will
occupy the stage of -the Metropolitan.
“King Dodo" exemplifies In modern garb
what was formerly the quintessence of
comic opera: . It has rejuvenated genuine
entertainment on comic opera lines and
h&l.s broken into the vogue of musical com-
edy. 3 4

“Florodora’ will oecupy the s
Metropolitan for the entire wet:{elgggtl:f
ning Sunday evening. This famous musi-
cal comedy was heard here last season
with such unusual satisfactioh that it was
deemed proper to have its return extended
to the longest possible time. The sale
opened this morning.

That intensely interesting drama, *
Creole,"” is still drawing lmqge and 'am;rrl:-’
clative audiences at the Lyceum. Next
week the Ferris Stock company will pro-
duce Sol Bmith Russell's greatest success
“Peaceful Valley,” by Edward E. Kidder.
The American stage has few more enjoy-
able plays. Dick Ferris' impersonation
of Hosea Howe is a thoroughly real and
intensely human @elineation of the awk-

‘ward country youth,

INTELLIGENCE OF ANTS.
* Detrolt News-Tribune.

A remarkable instance of the intelll-'

gence of ants is deseribed by Dr. -
der, in the Zeitschrift furyEntolg'gror:ﬁ:.
Last summer a country housé was so over
run by ants that the owner after destroy-
ing a large ant hill near the house and
collecting the numerous pupae for poultry
feed, laid sticky fly paper before the door

‘of the house in such a manner that the

ants could not enter without crossing it.
In the morning he found his potltry feed
gone and the fly paper covered with sand,
dry grass and pine needles, over which

the ants had passed {dry shod.””

lof professors and '!nstrqctérs, ‘determ

F L ——"
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“COME TO PAY A PREMIUM PROBABLY."

piteous, and three attenuated and ragged
children imploring heaven with skinny
hands. There were always three child-
ran.

Yet there must be thousands of reck-
less male inhabitants who failed of their
bounden duty, judging from the heartfelt
solicitations of her own company's clr-
culars. It was beyond comprehension.

How cross the officers always were
when any one on their books died. What
could they expect, anyway? They knew
death was constantly hovering over every
one. And how smilling they seemed when
somée unfortunate allowed his policy to
lapse. One would think this a distressing
episode, in view of their determined ef-
forts to augment the sum of human happi-
ness. It must be that htey were glad to
get such unappreciative people off their
minds.

Remarkable, indeed, that so gloomy a
business could be carried on so cheerfully.
The very word ‘‘death’” was in the air.
Yet, as a rule, the officlals were uncom-
monly smiling and nice, waxed fat with
years and showed no apparent concern in

‘| regard to the direful disasters constantly

portrayed to others,

Lena slapped at a - particularly offen-
sive fly, wondered wheére every one was
and yawned. Even the «cashier had
stepped out, requesting her to keep an eye
on his desl.

Ah, he was coming now. No. Why,
what a good looking young man. Really,
quite cool and breezy for such a hot day,
too. Come to pay a premium probably.

The stenographer half unconsciously ar-

ranged her straying hair—how it did curl
and get out of order—and rose pleasantly.
Her desk, well away from the drowsy
clerks at the end of the room, was close
to the cashier's, !

“Mr. Linder is out,” she said. -~ “Be
right back, I guess. If you wish to pay a
premium, I can attend - to it. Name,
please?"”

“William D. Phippen.
want to pay anything. My policy has
lapsed. I just dropped in to say I was
glad of it.”" He viewed her in amused ad-
miration as her eves widened. %

“Dear me. What an awful thing to
say. You can't mean that,” in a shocked
volice.

“Wwell, I do. I think I'll get a little come=
fort out of life, now."

“Oh, gracious!"

“Yes, I'm through with it I should
have known better than to take it on. I
was talked right out of my boots. Why,
1 got to thinking of the uncertainties of
existence until I was afraid to go out in
the rain. Wet feet—pneumonia. Poked
around in the shade for fear of a sun-
stroke.. Looked up at every building to
see if something was going to drop on me,
Everything I ate had a fatal germ; every-
thing I drank, destroying microbes. I
wasn’t comfortable a minute, and so I got
insured.””

“That was right!" cried the girl. “Then
of course you stopped worrying. It was
your consicence, you know.”

The man laughed merrily. = “Of course;
but listen. That was two years ago, and
I've paid your old company 220 good dol-
lars, and I've never been in better health.
Neither have I had a new suit of clothes
nor a bit of fun. Last year I went with-
out my vacation; couldn't afford one. To-
night I take a train for the Adirondacks,
and I've hung up my tailor for this suit.”

“Mercy! You may get killed. Think of
your wife and little ones!"

“What! I'm not married. I haven't &
soul depending on me.”"

Lena had forgotten that this man was
an entire stranger; he was so frank and
confidential, yet not familiar.. A valuable
life, she was sure, and those who allowed
the policies to lapse always met with a
sad and speedy end. She had read of
innumerable cases. ‘I hate to have you
give it up,” she added, and then, remem=
bering, blushed.

Phippen was gazing intently at the pret-
ty, anxious face. ‘‘You are extremely kind
to show so much interest,” . he said
thoughtfully. “But I'm going to quit it
No one cares about me anyway.”

“0, but some day perhaps some ona
will,”” whispered the girl earnestly, lift-
ing her eyes to his. ‘“And then you'll
have it all ready. Here's Mr. Linder coms=
fug. I'll have to say good-by."”

“Going to drop it, eh?'” remarked tha
cashier after a minute of talk. *“Foolishy
1 think, but your business, as You say.
I ean fix it for you yet. No? Well—""
He yanked open a drawer. “Where's that
cancellation pad? Hello! Here is that old
gun again. Don’'t want to buy a revolver
to take on your trip, do you?" he asked
jocosely. *“Cost you $2." 3

“Let's see it. Not loaded?”

“Naw! Never has been. It has kicked
around for years.” His nervous fingers
twitched ecarelessly at the weapon. A
sharp explosion, a scream from the hor=-
rified girl; then the quick echo died away,
and clerks came rushing with blanched
faces.

“Good heavens, man, are you shot?™"
gasped Linder, staggering out from his
cage. “Did I--did you—"

Phippen put a hand wupon the rail,
steadying himself. 'O, no,” he answered
coolly: “it did itself. Hurt? I guess not;
just scratched my ear. Bleeding a bit,
isn't it? Say, if it's all the same to you
folks, I think I won't let that policy lapse
after all.”

Eighteen months later Mrs. Willlam D.
Phippen opened a letter from her hus«
band, the salesman who was making such
successful trips. - ;

“Dear Lena,” it ran, “my Iinsurancs
premium is due next week. Don't forget
it. Use one of the checks I signed for
emergencies. Will write at length to-
morrow, Had a good day. Lovingl,\;,l )

—""Will."”

Hold on. Idon’t

Books and Authors

“WOMAN" AND “LADY.”

The Onlooker of New York is fond of
abusing the daily newspaper. It seems
to have many grievances against it. In
the last issue it charges that the news-

y ., papers do not Know
the distinction be-
tween “lady” and
“woman,” a 1 mis-
apply the terms, and
it declares. *‘To mis-
apply the terms is
to write one's self
down an ass, if not
something worse."”
The Onlooker in-
sists that a portion
of the female sex
should bhe called
“ladies” and an-
other portion “‘wom-
en,” and it objects

and would
“while every
woman has

OWEN WISTER.

to the term ‘“woman”
have us know  that

lady is a woman, every
not the title or right to the word
lady.'" Now, as a matter of fact,
it will be a difficult matter for it to find
a woman who does not insist that she is
a lady. Females in domestic service ad-
vertise .in the papers for places an-
nouncing ““A lady wishes a place as cook,"”
ete, “A lady’ was formerly a woman
whose husband was not lower than a
knight in society and whose father was
not lower than an earl. She might not
have been refined or well educated, but
she was a “lady.”” While it is true that
“lady" i% now the feminine correlative of
“gentleman,"” it is so generally claimed by
the sex that it is decided!y safer and bet-
ter to call them all women; without dis-
tinction, for the term woman describes
the sex, and let them show whether they
are entitled to the term lady. The
“woman's column' is a proper term. If
it were “Ladies’ Column’ ther might be
a complaint of discrimination,  but no
woman can deny that she is a “woman.”

THE MAGAZINES

Ainslee's Magazine has been remodelled
rather closely after the Smart Set, with
a completed novel by C. 8. Van Zile, "A
Marital Vacation,” and stories and
sketches by many writers, among whom
are Professor Harry Thurston Peck, who
discourses critically on *“The American
Wife''; H. C. Chatfield-Taylor (“Only a
Clown'); Edgar Saltus (“Phantom Mil-
lions*'). Mr. Arnett's “A Woman's Cost
1of Living,” contains intimations which
give some coloring of truth to Henry Wat-
terson's specifications against the per-
sonnel of the “Four Hundred." New
York: 1566 Fifth avenue. ]

The Photo-Era contains a report of the
annual convention of the Photographers'
Association of America at Buffalo, last
month. ' The address of the president, Mr.
| Bdmondson, is given. A good  paper is
Mr. Parkinson's “Faking in Photography,”
in which he properly contends that, as in
painting, hand literalness is not desirable,
‘and ultra realism is often offensive, so the
photographer improves the negatives or
the picture by any means in his power,
through modification and softening the’
product of the all-seeing camera. ™

The Popular Science Monthly contains a
valuable paper on ‘‘Areography,” showing
the progress which has been made in
mapping the planet Mars, with illustra-
tions. Profesgor J. J. Stevenson discusses
“University Control,” suggesting complete’

ing power touching curricula und ques-
tions of expansion or contraction of work
and, as to internal arrangement of build-
ings, the trustees having charge of tha
financial interests. A feature of this num-
ber is the publication of Newton's first
statement of his discovery of the different
colors. and refrangibility of the rays of
light written in 1672, Professor Woods"
second paper on “Mental and Moral He-
redity in Royalty” will be found very in-
teresting. He brings out evidence from the
genealogy of the Hohenzollerns of Prus-
sia, and traces the swollen protruding
Hapsburg lip through eighteen genera-
tions. It appears to-day in a modified
form in the young king of Spain. New
York: The Science Press, Bub-Station §4.

Pearson’s for October contains an in-
teresting illustrated paper on New York
by Gustav Robbe, who describes its
growth from “‘way back’ littleness to tha
present, and denies that the big burg can
be ecalled either a university gelty or a
musical or art city. An attractive article
is ““The Dudley Dynograph Car,”” on which
Dr. Dudley travels thousands of miles
through Canada, the United States and
Mexico, with ingeniously devised machin-
c¢ry recording the exact condition of tha
road-beds, rails and sleepers, at the date
the car passed over them, revealing de-
fects, if any, to be remedied.

LITERARY NOTES.

The Century wil! publish during 1908
a series of articles on the so-called trusfs.

Owen Wister is said to be a grandson
af Fanny Kemble, through her marriags
with Pierce Butler of Philadelphia.

TO A WATERFOWL &

-

Whither "midst falling dew, {
While glow the heavens with the
steps of day,
JFar through theiwr rosy depths, dost thou
pursue .
Thy solitary way!

last

Vainly the fowler's eye
Might mark thy distant flight to do thee
Wrong, Y
As darkly seen against the crimson sky,
Thy figure flits along.

Seek’st thou the plashy brink
Of weedy lake, or marge of river wide,
Or where the rocking billows rise and sink
On the chafed ocean side?
There is a Power whose care |
Teaches the way along that pathless
coast—
The desert and {ilimitable air—
Lone wandering, but not lost.

All day thy wings have fanned
At that far height, the cold, thin atmose
phere,
Yet stoop not, weary, to the welcome land,
" Though the dark night Is near.

And soon thy toil shall end;
Soon shalt thou find a summer home and
rest;
And scream among thy fellows;
shall bend
SBoon o'er thy sheltered nest.

reeds

Thou'rt gone; the abyss of heaven
Hath swallowed up thy form; yet on my
heart ¥ ;
Deeply hath sunk the lesson thou hast
given,
And shall not soon depart.

He who from zone to zone h
Guides through the boundless sky thy cer-
tain light, - TSSOl L

In the long way that I must tread alone

‘giving. faculties control of appointme

reorganization of the system, notably 'f
L]
fal-

Will lead my steps aright.
—William Cullen Brysat
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