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Victory for Common Sense.

It is reported that when the local flour
mill employes union adjourned yesterday
evening, after having accepted the elght-
hour day offer of the employers, the men
fairly danced and shouted in their satis-
faction and happiness at having agreed
with their employers on such good
terms; and there were enthusiastic
cheera for tha mill owners.

This demonstration 1= a good sign.
It shows that the middle ground on
which the dispute was settled is emi-
nently satisfactory to the men. It was
not one of those compromises which
fiercely screws down the hatchas on dis-
content, but one which is so fair, so es-
gsentially just, that it eontains the ele-
ments of lasting peace. i

It is sald that a few hotheads and
radicals urged the men to stand by their
original position of an elght-hour day with
twelve-hours' pay or strike. But the men
of sense and judgment were s0 numerous
that the decision in favor of accepting the
offer of the employers was practically
unanimous. The mill operatives of Min-
neapolis have always had a reputation for
being a pretty solld, conservative, intelli-
gent lot of men, and their action of yes-
terday will brighten that reputation.

On the other hand every person who is
Interested in such a public question as a
threatened strike on a big scale certainly
owes it to the mill owners to compliment
them on thelr broad-gaged, progressive
and generous attitude toward their men.
Though the men did proceed a trifle
bruskly in ithreatening a strike before ne-
gotlations wer fairly under way, the mill-
ers made concessions which show them
to be employers of an utterly different
type from the President Baer kind. To
be sure their letter ended curtly, but that
was merely an employer's tit for the em-
ployes' tat. - Coming after such terms it
was. not out of place. The employers

gave further proof of their falrness by the
gave further proof of thelr falrness by

moving up two weeks of the date of be-
ginning the new system.

The new schedule of hours in the mills
almost means a revolution In the daily
llves of the men. - It gives them four
hours more to themselves éach day at a
very small actual day-wage reduction.
That slight loss is more than offset by the
loss of the employers In granting an
eight-hour schedule with its incidents of
many more men and larger pay roll
Persons not familar with the flour mills
must understand that they run on a
twenty-four-hour basis, and that an eight-
hour day means a vastly more radical
change with it than with a nine or ten-
hour Industry. It must also be kept in
mind that business competitors of local
millers have not made similar changes.

We have been confident ail along, from
our knowledge of both millers and men,
that there would be no strike. The
prevention of such a disaster is equally
ereditable to both and fully establishes the
fitness of Minneapolis to originate such a
movement as that expressed by the recent
employer and employe convention.

1t wiil.be interesting to observe how the
action of the Minneapolis flour mill own-
ers in introducing an eight-hour day will
sffect the flour ‘makers of other cities,
Such an example ought 'in itself to be
powerful. Backed by the work of the
newly ‘organized international union of
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IN A NUTSHELL....

The Eight-Hour Movement and Its Philosophical Basis

The decision to put the Minneapolis -flour-making in-
dustry on an eight-hour labor-day basis will doubtless prove

to be a great stimulus to the elght-hour
out the United States.

follows:

The eight-hour day {s not a new questlon.
early as 1842 and still earlier in England, such a
working day was agitated, but so far in advance of
the hours then worked was the demand, that little
attention was paid to the movement.
for the eight-hour day has been materially affected by
The civil war post-
poned the whole question of shorter hours for sev-
eral years, and the movement was just gathering
strength when the panic of 1873 again postponed its
In the next twenty years the railroad
strikes of 1877, the industrial depression of 1883, the
Haymarket riot of 1836 and the panic of 1898 kept

historical and industrial events.

consideration,

It will bring to the front a guestion
that is bound to receive increasing attention.
read befors the Employer and Employe convention last
week, Professor F. L. McVey of the University of Minnesata
summed up the history and motive of the movement as

the guestion In

movement through- e MEhtHous

In a paper

7 da

the background; but after the long

series of difficulties during a time of great prosperity,

Day again makes its appearance for

serious consideration.

The basis of this extraordinary movement is a
philosophical one, strongly stated and widely believed.
It may be briefly put as followss, Economlc ills come
from poverty, poverty in turn is due to overproduc-

i tion and the presence of the unemployed in large num-

. bers in society.
As

living,
larger demand,

The agitation lower price and

by wants, and
opportunities of

complished by reducing the hours of labor.
under such system, it is argued, will be iflcreased in
two ways: by reducing enforced idleness and by creat-
ing new wants and raising the standard of living.

Soclety ean be relleved from this

burden by larger wages and shorter ho_'nrs of labor,
Shorter hours in turn mean an increased standard of
wider consumption, and,

in consequence, a
causing the creation of goods at a
the continuous employment of labor

in order to meet the demand and furnisn the supply.
Insuch a phllosophy thestandard of living is governed

wants are determined by the social
the masses. All of this can be ac-
Wages

flour mill employes it ought to result in
putting the entire flour mill industry of
tiie country, so far as lmportant milling
centers are concerned, on an eight-hour
basle. In the meantime mlillers at other
points will have some advantage over the
local mnillers in the margin of profit. The
new bzgls necessitates the employment of
about 120 new men at $2.80 a day and a
larger total payroll, though just how much
does not vet appear.

Minnesota and Dakotas.

As distant fields have ever looked green.
the people of Minnesota and the Dakotas
may sometimes forget what great oppor-
tunities they have for homeseekers and
land buyers. But the people of the older
states to the east and south know that
the day for settlement in these states is
far from past and that there are as many
opportunities for the ambitious and ener-
getlc as ever.

Minnesota probably has to-day 1,900,000
people, but as the population is dense in
the older portions of the state and sparse
in the newer, there Is comfortable room
for several millions yet. There are whole
counties in the great forest region of
the state that are still on the frontier,
counties where one may travel for miles
without meeting a persan.

Within the last five years it has come to
be understood that a large part of the
wooded country of Minnesota is suitable
for certain forms of agriculture. In that
time there has been a steady settlement
of certain of the wooded countles and a
remarkable change In their aspect. It
may now be confidently predicted thats
within a few years many the Minne-
sota counties, from which great pine
forests have been removed, will support
dense populations. The showings of such
counties as Mille Lacs, Ailtkin,  Beltraml
and others of the seme regions at the
state failrs have been amazing. Shrewd
men have examined these wooded lands

and have bought at low prices all they
could get, belng quite content to wait

the sure coming of the day when their
value wlill be greatly enhanced. Indeed,
there have already been some sharp ad-
vances in the prices of the land most
conveniently situated. Nevertheless, good
lands may now be had near railways for
much less money than will have to be paid
for prairie lands.

But for those who prefer the prairie
there are still large quantities of fine
land in the newer prairie counties that
can be bought for $30 an acre and much
less. It is Minnesota's great prairles, with
their lasting fertility, that have given
the state its high rank as an agricultural
state, which have made it the first wheat
and flour state in the Iland. Getting
nearer to the markets and among a denser
population good land can be obtained at
somewhat higher flgures, but still much
lower than land of no greater capitalized
value in Jowa and Illinois. In conse-
quence of this fact there is a good de-
mand to-day for good land in every part
of Minnesota. ;

The Dakokas offer the Intending settler
still cheaper prairle land than he can
get in Minnesota. Large land companies
which have bought at wholesale rates
from the railway companies or other own-
ers, are offering cheap land in large and
small lots.. -Gelden-. opportunities now
awalt men who wish to engage in the
cattle business in these states. Large
acreagés can .be. purchased for prices
which will never bhe geen again. Good
wheat, flax and general farming lands can
be had, too. i

The population of the United States is
increasing at the rate of 4,000 a day. The
time is coming when land will be land.
The rich lands of Minnesota and the
Dakotas, on much of which corn can be
successfully grown, near to markets, well
supplied with raflway lines, well adapted
to diversified farming, will gain in value
with the passing years as much as if not
more than any other part of the United
States.

The department of agriculture has just
discovered that good krops can be grown
without irrigation on the Montana bench
lands.. The department generally leads
in matters within its sphere, but here it
certainly follaws. ‘The people of eastern
Montana and the Great Northern Railway
company have long appreciaed this fact,
and have put out *lterature” making a
distinetion between these bench lands and
others requiring irrigation.

While our esteemed contemporaries are
“rubbing it in" on the board of educa-
tlon with respect to'insistence upon iron-
clad provislons that the proceeds of the
$200,000 bond issue must be used for grade.
schools, we would Temind them that
grade schools are what the board asked
the bonds for.

The New York republican convention
did not declare In specific terms in favor
of deepening and broadening of the Erle
canl, so as to accommodate 1,000-ton
.barges, but it did take positive ground in
favor of improving canals and roads. Of
the canals it admitted that it is through
them that New York is able to hold first
rank both ‘‘as the exporting and import-
ing center of our country.”” The conven-
tion was in favor of making needed im-
provements by means of bond Issues, in-
stead of direct taxation. For that reason

it urged an amendment of the state con-

stitution that will permit long time bonds.
‘While this is sound pollcy, it means that
we must have a year or two of delay, at
least, before New York earnestly gets to
work on the canal problem.

Emile Zola.

Emile Zola, the great French novelist,
dled to-day. That he was great few will
deny, but many will contend that his tal-
ents were abused. However that may be,
he was a typical product of the nine-
teenth century. He introduced the micro-
scope Into flction. He studied society mi-
nutely, tried to portray it as he found it,
and had a penchant for soclal pathology.
He was more interested In society's dis-
eases and weaknesses than in its health
and strength. His works are good read-
ing for the optimists of the sort that ls
sure that there is nothing very bad in
the world and that everything will coma
out right If left to {itself. Personally,
Zola was a rare man. He was supremely
interested In humanity and was a fearless
advocate of the oppressed. That he pan-
dered to no low" tastes in giving us.the
kind of fiction he did s pretty well
proved by the superb manner in which he
sided with Dreyfus. Zola did the kind of
work that must be done in the study of
human soclety, but it is doubtful whether
fiction is an acceptable form for the re-
port of such work.

Mr. J. J. Hill's panacea for the trust
evil is to punish the evil doer and protect
the righteous man. Applied, this means
prosecute the good trust and protect the
bad trust. To find out which are good
and which are bad, ask Mr. Hill

Platt’s Rebuff.

Platt of New York has often
been “dethroned,” but the next time there
is any use for the throne the easy ‘boss
is found to be ocupying It very secrenely.
Willlam Allen White has told us how the
boss got an awful jolt when Roosevelt
was governor, and some thought he got
another when Roosevelt was nominated
for the vice-presidency.

But from all accounts, the New York state
convention last week marks the begin-
ning .of: the end of Platt. Governor Odell
and the boss met, going in opposite direc-
tions on the same track, and after the
atmosphere cleared up, Governor Odell
kept on going. ' .

Platt insisted on the nomination of
George R. Sheldon for lleutenant governor.
Governor Odell would have none of Shel-
don, and stood for the nomination of
F. W. Higglna. The struggle was fought
out Tuesday between Platt and Odell
alone In the former's cottage at Saratoga.
The afternoon before the convention was
Platt’'s. The next morning it was Odell's.

The declegates who had the day before
been willing to do the bidding of Platt
knew in the morning that Odell was their
master,

Higgins was nominated and the plat-

“Boss"

form indorsed Roosevelt, anti-trust cam- |

palgn and all.. It would not have been so
had Platt commanded on that day.

The second operation on the president's
leg will undoubtedly ralse the susplcion
that his malady is more serious than at
first reported.

" “Trust” Extremists.

Some Kansas congressman is out as
strongly in favor of the trusts as some
of his fellow citizens have been against
them. This was to be expected of Kan-
sas, the land of extremes.

This congressman lauds the trusts and
bastes labor unions. The former, he de-
clares, are the hope of the republic; the
latter its menace,

The trust question will not be gettled
by this slice of Kansas oratory, neither
will the organization of labor cease there-
at. Its value will consist in the illustra-
tion it gives of the absurdly extreme views
that are everywhere entertained regard-
ing trusts. s

Among a certaln class of business men
throughout the coumntry the Kansan's lau-
dation of tie trusts wlll be received with
favor. It exactly expresses their views.
There is a surprisingly large number of
men who think all trusts are perfect;
that their purposes are benevolent and
their operations beneflcent.

Opposed to them are extremists on the
other side, who would have it that there
18 no good In trusts, either in principle
or in practice; who would crush them and
resolve them into their component parts—
with an ax, If necessary. y

The trust, in the modern sense, is a
big corporation which elther monopolizes
or dominates production in its -own field.
Mere bigness does not’ predicate either
grodness or badness. Little corporations
are good and bad, and so are big ones.
The little bad ones pesier a few people,
the blg bad ones oppress many people.
Phe good big ones are beneficial and per-
form many services that could not oth-
erwise be done so well. It is the bad
trusts that sober-minded people are gun-
ning for. They are the kind Presldent
Roosevelt desires to bag. :

The presldent is thus seen to occupy
conservative middle ground.
s0 blind as to assert that there is no men-
ace In the corporations which have the
power to interfere with the Iliberties of
the citizen.
not so thoughtless as to assert that law.

can reverse an economic tendency. ‘But

1

He i3 not

On the other hand, he fis|

law can prevent that tendency from run-
ning riot. It can make {t serve the peo-
ple instead of injuring them. To do this
is to do nothing more than perform the
first function of the state, which is to
protect its people.

Had the Minneapolis mill owners been
like Mr. Baer et al they would have re-
fused to tallkk with the men and would have
posted a notice like this: ‘‘The present
scale of wages will remain In effect until
Jan. 1, 1903, after which it will be sub-
ject to change upon thirty days notice.”

This habit of the southerners of lynch-
ing negroes is something that is not un-
derstandable In the north—except in Ore-
gon, Colorado and other places where
they do likewlse.

If it is really true that the steel trust
favers tariff revision, there will soon be
some surprising additions to the ranks of
the.revisionists, '

Some Minneapolis capitalists are about
to bulld a linseed oil mill in Winnipeg. It
begins to look like the-Minneapolization
of western Canada, -

B 7 e

The local democrats are very ‘‘select.”
Few as they are, they are engaged in
ejecting some of theirless desirable mem-
bers.

It was hardly necessary for Mr. Mitch-
ell to reply to Mr, Baerf”The latter s his
own best answer, * |, & ;

(IO XTI CTIITIITNT

{ The Nonparcil Man

i Autumn at the Lake.
‘Goodbye to Min‘h&tﬁnkn,
The air 18 getting chill;
Thé fuel man' is'smiling,
The iceman shows_his bill,
., e 'P ) !
.Lald up now are the steamets,

No more wvou hear their toot,
*Tis time for the fur collar

TUpon. the- bathingwsuit. .

’ Casually_ Obsépved. -

If. the president wfifld: put & rag around
his leg and go ahout his business, it
might have'a chance to heal up.

That troublesame;Colon Is being dlag-
nosed by & .“very daring” surgeon, your
Uncle Sam.

The Kansas City. Journal calls atten-
tion to people who get real pleasure from
endangering other people's lives on the
highway. Coachmen, gripmen and mo-
tormen act.in many' cases as if they were
“layink for" pedestrians. Chuffers are
sald after'a little to become '‘“'speed cra-
zy,'" equally regardless of themselves and
of others. When some abused pedes-
trian drills.a charge of bird shot into a
careless chuffer, lots of us are going to
make up a fund for his defense before
the' courts—if any defenge is mnecessary.

An actress at Lawrence, Kan., was hit
in the eye by a bean blower and fainted
from the pain. A rald on the gallery
produced sixteen boys all carrying bean
blowers. Get a shingle.

Minister Thompson, who has been sent
to Brazil, started life as a rallway brake-
man. Perhaps he can turn the air on
:lo;_m of those Bouth American revolu-

ons, . f

. The King of -Africa Here.

When the king of Africa landed at New
York last week with his suite the New
York correspondent queried as follows:

“Five hundred word interview with
King of Africa. How much?" .

The reply was, ‘‘Send two hundred Af-
rica.”

Along in the afternoon the dispatch
came in as follows: ;

New York, Sept. ——His Sable Majesty
Chummywummy - the Steenth landed at
the pier this morning directly from Liver-
pool. He has recently come from Ijiji
and intends making a tour of the United
States. Hls majesty was much impressed
with New York and sald that there was
nothing in his part of Africa like it.

“Africa,” said the king, ‘“has been en-
joying remarkable prosperity during the
last few Yyears. The melon crop has
been abundant and everybody s satis-
fled. The razor factories are working
overtime and the full dinnerpail is seen
on every hand. Africa has always been
in favor of the free colnage-of silver but
it has up to the present time been defeat-
ed by the monkey vote. The monkey
vote in  the interior 1s  very
heavy, and, what Is omore, the
judges of election In the Chimpanzee dis-
tricts are suspected of monkeying with
the count. There Is a strong’ feeling in
Ujiii against Gorllla dorhination but there
have been no_ outbreaks yet. We are
hoping for the best.”

His majesty expects to travel extensive-
ly ‘in this country and to visit the St.
Louls fair before his return.

—A. J. Russell.

DAILY DIVERSION

“Independence’ — Presldent - Roosevelt
has recelved so much mingled applause
and adverse criticlsm for personal Inde-
pendence that he is never surprised when
an office seeker gttempts to bolster his
case by deft allusion to that character-
istic. One politician who began with the
usual flattery met with a mild correction.
[ “When they tell me I am independent, I
always think of the Irishman in a certain
narrative,”’ smiled the President., *“He
wished to be recognized for independence
and hit upon a. scheme for making it
known. He selected a crowded public
square in his native town for the demon-
stration, took off his hat and threw it
down upon the pavement to accentuate
his remarks. Then he shouted wildly:.

‘ ‘Bverybody! Everybody!

“People swarmed around him and he
finished. ! :

‘ ‘Everybody,’” he declared, ‘can go to
the devil. ! kA ik

‘It seems to me,” concluded the presi-
dent, “that he showed how independence
may sometimes be stretched to a point of
nonsense.” ;
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| became Governor Van Sant.

MINNESOTA POLITICS

The - Henderum Review, - a Norman
county paper which was for Grindeland all
OVer, Says:

“The Crookston papers are busy telling
how Steenerson got e nomination on
his own merits, In spite of everybody in
the wvalley, outside of Crookston. They
may do well to recollect that there is an-
other election coming and the Grindeland
forces do not seem to be In any very great
rush about climbing on Halvor's band
wagon." .

This 1s only a sample of the talk that
comes from Grindeland supporters, whoare
not at all comfortable over the, way some
of the SBteenerson people have been “rub-
bing it in" since the primaries,. What
galls them particularly is that the nominee
himself has not shown a disposition to
take them into his camp, although they
profess great wlillingness to come, One
g;omlnent_ Grindeland man said the other

¥

“We would rather have had the other
man nominated, but now that the party
has. chosen Bteenerson we are for him.
We want to help elect him, but it does not
look as if he wanted our help. He seems
to be afraid that we will throw him down,
so he keeps us at arm’s length, and it
looks as though he was going to recognize
only one elementinmaking up his commit-
tee. He will be elected all right, but that
district is not all one-slded, and before
the campaign is over Mr. Steenerson will
want the help of all elements of the repub-
lican party. He hasn't asked for {tyyet.”
Say Moen WIIl Run Second.

It is predicted that Judge Moen of Ada,
the popullst nominee In the ninth, will
make a strong run and will show his heels
to Alex McKinnon, the democratic candi-
date. In the first place the populists of
that section far outnumber the democrats,
and now that they have their own state
ticket and their own candidate for con-
gress they have practically cut loose from
democratic econnections. Then Judge
Moen is a fighter, and on account of his
strong prohibition views will have most of
the prohibition vote of that section, which
is large. It Is noticeable that it has nom-
inated no candidate of its own. Moen is
popular in Otter Tall, where he was
brought up, and in Norman, where he now
ilves, and will make a very good run.
McKinnon will not get populist votes, but
some of the popullsts who stood for Steen-
erson at the primaries will vote for him at
the general election. He only needs to
hold the party vote to be safe, and that
he will do without question.

Second Ward Got It All.

An odd outcome of the primary election
law is the democratic legislative ticket in
the thirty-ninth district, comprising the
second and ninth wards of Minneapolis.
The ninth is a close ward, and the bulk
of the democratic vote of the district is
there, but the legislative ticket is all from
the second. The ninth had a candidate
for the senate in I'. E. Hobbs, and Messrs.
Sauer and Bartsch, two German demo-
crats, for the house. All got left, owing
largely to the desertion of ninth ward dem-
ocrats who voted the republican ticket.
The senatorial nominee, 8. G. Brown, is
from the second ward. The house nomi-
nees, H. P, Btone and J. H. McGuire, are
also second warders. F. N. Stacy, an-

s

‘other second warder, came very near nom-

Ination, 7The ninth ward, which the dem-
ocrats have hopes of carrying, has noth-
ing to help its candldate for alderman,
and the second, which is hopelessly re-
sublican, has the whole thing.

As If the second did not have enough, it
is the home of J. C. Haynes, democratic
candidate for mayor, and Ed Conroy, dem-
ocratic candidate for sheriff.

Good Words for the Governor.

The Slayton Gazette says: In his trav-
els through the state Governor Van Sant
is developing an ability for making point-
ed, snappy speeches that always take
with the crowds. Captain Van Sant has,
grown rapldly in public esteem since hé
The firm-
ness displayed in the merger deal and his
aptness Im handling people and questions
have compelled even his enemies to admit
that he is of.the sturdy stuff that the best
of governors are made. f

The Worthington Globe, a paper here-
tofore with democratic leanings, which
has come out for Van Sant, follows up
with fhis frank statement:

“The feature of the governor's style

. which most impressed the Globe was his

determined honesty. There was a sus-
picion in this writer's mind that the gov-
ernor might have made a ‘grand stand
play’ at several stages of the merger
fight; but that'is changed, and the Globe
will support MBr. Van Sant for governor,
with a settled conviction that he Iis
worthy' of such support, bith because he
represents the anti-trust sentiment of
Minnesota more thoroughly than does any
other man in the state, and also is a man
in whom" the people may place implicit
confidence."”

Two Sides of It.

The Virginia Enterprise (republican),
said recently: *“'The voters of the eighth
will lose sight of political affillations to
a great degree on Nov. 4, when choosing
between a free trade republican and a
protective tariff democrat.

In the nomination of Captain M. L.
Fay, the democratic party has named a
man who wlill give the republlecan majority
in the eighth district a hard chase, despite
its normal size. Captain Fay's sound
tariff views favoring the retainance of ex-
isting duties on iron and lumber, will ma-
terially atd his eandidacy iIn the iron and
lumbering sections. Captaln Fay wlill re-
celve the hearty support of many range
republicans at the polls in November,
Captain Fay is known as an honorable,
upright man, of unswerving purpose, and
his declaration favoring the retainance of
existing tariffs on iron ore and lumber in-
sures the safety of local Interest at his
hands."

Metealf's X-ray, a Duluth labor paper,
replies:

‘“9f Mr. Fay's candidacy is to be carried
along on these lines there is no doubt
that J. Adam Bede wil} receive hundreds,
if not thousands, of votes of genuine
democrats, who prefer a democratic re-
publican to a plutocratie dgmocrat. It re-
mains for Captain Fay to"rove that he is
not to be“the instrument of selfish inter-
ests should he be sent to congress. And
it will be necessary for him to speak
quickly, in plain terms.”

Boen Says They Can't Hurt Him.

Haldor E. Boen I8 as usual getting some
hard knocks from the Otter Tail county
democrats, and especially from the county
chairman, H. M. Wheelock, through his
paper. Mr. Boen also has a paper, and
replies in vigorous fashion. Among other
things he says:

“Wheelock forgeta that Boen has been
slandered and talked and written about
more than any other man in Otter Tail
county, and that for that reason Whee-
lock's assaults do neither hurt nor harm.
Wheelock forgets that while Boen is dead
all right enough, he I3 a mighty danger-
ous corpse for Wheelock’s tools on the
ticket to be fooling with just now, as not
only does Boen know and understand the
situation, but he has the means of pub-
lishing all that he wants to publish.”

Now will Mr. Wheelock keep still, or
will fre’ continue- to stir up the ex-con-
gréssman?

John C. Crever of St. Cloud will be
chairman and Lewis H. Vath of the same

town secretary of the Dubois campaign
committee in the sixth distriect.

.Opponent for Brower.

The first of the crop of Independent
candidates for the legislature has ap-|
peared in St. Cloud. T. 8. McClure has
announced himself a candidate for the
senate, and asks for democratic support.
Mr. McClure was a candidate for the re-
‘publican nomination four years ago, but
was beaten by Senator Brower. It looks
like an easy victory for Brower this time.

Second District Committee,
Congressman McCleary has

named the

following committee for the second dis-'

| possible only because,

“,'GOING,“ TO THE CIRCUS |

By CASPAR DEAN

Copyright, 1§02, by T. C. McClure.

Aunt Sarah Bebee, after whose father
Bebee's Corners had been named, was a
widow past 650 the day a sporty-looking
man drove up to her farmhouse in a fancy
rig and wanted to arrange with her to
cover the front of her barn with circus
pletures. r

“Why, bless your heart, I never went to
a circus in all my Mfe!" she exclaimed in
reply. 3

“But you are not too old to begin,” he
suggested. *‘Let me put the pletures up,
and I'll leave you ten tickets of admis-
slon. You can go and take all your
friends.”

“Land o’ massy, but you don’t know
Behee's Corners! Everybody around here
is . Methodist or Baptist of Presbyterian—
everybody but me—and they won't even
attend camp meeting If lemonade is to
be sold on the grounds, I don't exactly
know what my religion is, but if I went to
a clrcus nobody would ever speak to me
again,

The circus man wanted his bills on that
barn, and he argued and reasoned for half
an hour. He saw that Aunt Sarah was an
independent character and that if he could
get her started she’d be ready to defy pub-
lic opinion. The result was that she
finally said:

“Well, go ahead with your pictures. I
never saw an elephant or lion or tiger in
my life, and I'll go and see the menagerie
part anyhow. There'll be an awful row
around here, and folks will think that Sa-
tan has got hold of me, but I'll have to
stand it."

The pletures were hardly up when Dea-
con Danforth happened along the highway
and saw them. He turned pale and trem-
bled. Not In twernily years before had a
barn on the Red Mill road been thus de-
filed. When he had recovered a little
from the shock, he walked to the house
and confronted the widow. For the first
fiftzen minutes the conversation was de-
voted to Satan, Hades, Lot's wife, Judas
Iscariot and other interesting subjects.
But it gradually tapered off to hyenas,
boa constrictors and alligators, and the
deacon was almost smiling when he left
the house,

Next day Deacon Bidwell saw those plc-
tures as he sat in hils buggy behind his
old white horse. The horse saw them
before he did, and stopped so suddenly
that the deacon was pitched against the
dashboard. For a long minute the good
old man thought his eyes deceived him,
but the true state of affairs finally dawned
upon him, and he groaned &nd sighed and
drove up to the widow's gate.

"“Widder Bebee, have you sold your liv-
in’ soul to Satan?"” was his grecting, and
then the fur flew. It was nearly an hour
before he left the house, but he wasn't
sighing and groaning as he went. On the
contrary, he looked rather cheerful and
he called back from the gate:

““Yes; I suppose there'll be camels there
with two humps, mebbe with three, and
they'll be wuth lookin' at.”

There was one more deacon in the
neighborhood, Deacon Burton. He was
driving to town to get a pitchfork mend-
ed and was humming the air of “I Want
to Be an Angel"” when the colored posters
suddenly confronted him. There were
short-skirted, long-legged damsels poised
on barebacked horses or jumping through
paper-covered hoops. He stood and gazed
and felt cold chills go up his back. He
drove on to the farmhouse, half expecting
to find the Widow Bebee trying to turn
handsprings over a kitchen chalr

“I wouldn't 'a' belleved Iit, widder—I

—— L

wouldn't 'a’' belleved it!”" he began as he
entered the house. “It's the awfulest
thifig I ever heard of, and you know I've
bin in Chicago twice and seen some awful
things.""

The widow had a reply ready. It be-
gan with hyenas and worked up to ele-
phants, taking in lons, tigers, grizzly
bears and sea lions as it rose upward. She
talked so0 earnestly and well that when
Deacon Burton was ready to go he re-
luctantly admitted:

“No, I don’t ’spose it's any more harm
to look at a lion then to look at a wood-
chuck if you don't git mad and rip and
swear over it.”

There were others besides the deacons.
There was old Mrs. Gaynor, for instance.
She wasn't exactly a zealot, but she never
took a dazen eggs to market without ask-
ing Heaven to bless them and make the
price 14 cents a dozen. BShe wasn't a
bigot, but he contended that her own

brand of religion was the only one to be -

saved by. She wasn't narrow minded,
but when she heard of those circus post-
ers she went down to see Aunt Sarah
and to say:

“I've just stepped in a minit to say
that if you go to that circus I can't
never let vou enter my doors ag’in."”

Aunt Sarah started in to argue,
old Mrs. Gaynor was on her guard against
the wiles of Satan and wouldn't wait for
further talk.

The day of the circus arrived, and the
widow drove into Medina to attend it
For some reason not to be explained a
dozen farmers around her had business
in town—some of them before daylight.
Bome of them also lingered and drove
home after dark.

It was all over the neighborhood that
Aunt Sarah defied public opinlon, and
it was old Mrs. Gaynor who determined
to bring her to book. She went about it in
malevolence. She got up what she called
a quilting bee and asked the three deacons
and their wives and three or four others,
and at a proper hour Aunt S8arah was sent
for to be crushed. Bhe arrived, and when
asked if she had anything to say she
very calmly replied:

“I didn't intend to see nuthin' but the
animals, but when I got in there Satan
beckoned me Into the circus tent, and I
went. The jokes of the clown tickled
me almost to death. That's all I've got
to say.”

“Deacon Danforth, what do you think
of such conduct?” asked Mrs. Gaynor as
she folded her arms and rolled up her
eyes.

“Nuthin’, 'cept that I sat jest behind
Aunt Barah and was tickled, too!" he re-
plied.

“And you, Deacon Bidwell?"

“Waal, the hosses was wonderfully
trained—wonderfully. 1 can't skarsely
make out how they do it.”

“And you, Deacon Burton? Tou ain't
goin' to tell me vou was there too!"

“I got kind of tired lookin’ at the two
hump camels, and as one ticket admitted
to all I went into the circus part,” ad-
mitted the deason.

“And where did you all get tickets?"” de-
manded the accuser as a sudden thought
flashed across her mind.

“Aunt Barah gave us deadheads!" an-
swered the three reacons in chorus.

“And left me out. when she knew I was
jest dyin’ to see the whole thing! Well,

now; you can all go home without any

supper, and If I ever speak to one of you
ag'in I hope to fall dead on my own door-
step.”

Earth county; Charles Silverson, Brown;
T. C. Collins, Cottonwood; Dr. L. G. Bee-
be, Faribault; Clark Prescott Bissett,
Jackson; E. C. Btowe, Martin; Burt L
Weld, Murray; C. M. Crandall, Nobles;
Willlam W. Robey, Pipestene; John Kel-
ley, Rock; George S. Hage, Watonwan,

A Way to Hold Frank Eddy.

The Hancock Record wants to know:

“What's the matter with Frank M. Eddy
for governor in 1904? Van 8ant will have
had his endorsement for his stand on the
merger question and a well deserved one
and Frank Eddy is too valuable a man to
lose from the state." ™

Bome second disttict papers have sug-
gested W. R. Estes, former editor of the
Madella Messenger, for secretary of the
next senate. IHHow does this strike the
Preston Times?

The Thief River Falls News announces
that a vote for E. J. Swedback for state
senator is a vote for Senator Clapp. The
nominee is asking for votes on a Clapp
platform.

—~Charles B. Cheney.

AMUSEMENTS

- " Last Night's New Bills.

There were new bills at all the theaters
last night. The gorgeous “Wizard of Oz'"
began a busy week at the Metropolitan,
while the attraction at the Bijou was “The
Night Before Christmans,” which repeated
its success of last year. The Ferris stock
company produced the dramatie wversion
of “Carmen’” at the Lyceum. Reviews of
the new biils will appear in this column
to-morrow.

) Foyer Chat.

The presentation at the Metropolitan,
the first half of next week, of “Sherlock
Holmes"” by those sterling artists, Herbert
Kelcey and Effie Shannon, s awalited
with Interest.

“The Sultan of Sulu,” which is to be
the attraction at the Metropolitan the
latter part of next week, has had a com-
plete overhauling since this merry musical
satire by George Ade had its first run of
three months in Chicago last spring. New
and expensive costumes have been pro-
vided for the big chorus of pretty girls,
while Ade has spent his summer vaca-
tion injecting witticisms into the already
brilliant dialpgue.

The advance sale for the two concerts
1o be glven at the Lyceum on Thursday

afternoon and evening by Sousa an his
band opened at the Lyceum this morn-
ing and the take was unusually large.

If the number of inquiries recelved at
the Bijou box office concerning the en-
gagement of Mason and Mason in “Ru-
dolph and Adolph” at the Bijou next
week is any criterion, these two clever
exponents of German comedy and their
admirable supporting company will be
heartily welcomed.

Next week, at the Lyceum, the Ferris
stock company will produce “The Lost
Paradise,” a comedy-drama, by Ludwig
Fulda. 5

To-morrow evening, at the Lyceum, the

./ Minneapolis Council of the Royal League;

will attend the performance of “‘Carmen”
in a body, having secured a large number
ot seats n the pargquet and all the lower

boxes.

REVISE AND RETAIN WHAT IS
NEEDED.

New York Press. e

There I8 no question that some of our,
steel and fron Industrles are able to
compete with the forelgners in their home
markets, But there is no more a ques-
tion that some forelgn steel and iron in-
dustries. can and do compete herc even,
to the extent of supplying iron and steel
to a newspaper which preaches "nol
tariff.” And there Is no question mwtse-
that Ameriean ecompetition ab is'
our . own market;
being firmly established, a surplus prod-|
uct, as one of the laws of trade and com-.

TAKING OUR MAYORS SERIALLY,

St. Vincent New FEra.

Amestown, once known as Minneapolis,
is having the time of its existence with
a string of mayors, succeeding each other
in monotonous regularity. As soon as a
new mayor takes his seat in the wobbly
civie ‘chair and starts performing his duty
of firing the policemen another mayor ia
sure to boB*up from somewhere and chop
the captains’ heads off whom his prede-
cessor had appointed, The present mayor,
Mr. Jones, has appointed a brand new
chief of police, who is reported to have
strenuous ideas of how to treat criminals,
and “The Nonpareil Man,” Ralph Whee-
lock and every penny-a-liner in Minne-
apolis became frightened and got after
Mayor Jones until he told them they need
not feel alarmed, they would be safe. ha
would not make Amestown too good, he
would be the "It of the whole show, hig
chief of police would be merely a flgure-
head.

It appears that during the time Ames
was king, that the flour =ity citizens used
to "mix thelr drirks,” and it was cus-
tomary to practice many kinds of vico
In one building, but Mayor Jones will
classify and separate his vonstituents, the
groggeries will be solely what their name
implies, while the frail ladies of the city
will have their range, and =o on.

And at every new, amusing move Miss
Minnie smiles approvingly and exclaims,
“Oh. joy"’

OF UNCERTAIN TENURE.

New York World.

London journals are discussing the
chances of Balfour's permanency as prima
minister. From Viscount Melbourne, who
held the post in 1837, Queen Victorla's ac-
cession year, down to the Marquis of
Salisbury there were nineteen changes of
administration. But there were only five
prime ministers in all that time who were
real rulers of thelr parties and the coun-
try—John Russell, Palmerston, Disraell,
Gladstone and Salisbury. All the others
were stop-gaps who simply filled an un-
certain period while the stage was being
reset for the next great man.

THE RIGHT OF CLAMOR.
Philadelphia Times.

Archbishop Ireland gives what must be
recognized as sound advice to those excit--
able persons who are more Catholic than:'

the pope and whose flery zeal discredita’

the judgment of the authorized represen- -
tatives of their church. Some. people, he

well =ays, are born to clamor and the
privilege to clamor must bhe allowed to
them, but “we shall insist that thev shall
clamor in their own name and not in th®
name of the church.”

UNBARRED.

My tower was grimly bullded,
With many a bolt and bar;
“And here,"” thought I, “I will keep my
life
From the bitter world afar.”

Dark and chill was the stony floor,
Where never a sunbeam lay,

And the mold crept up on the dreary wall,
With its ghost-touch, day by day.

One morn, in my solemn musings,
A flutter and cry I heard;

And close at the rusty casement
There clung a frightened bird.

| Then back I flung the shutter

That was never before undone,

1 And kept till its wings were rested

The little weary one,

But in through the open window,
Which I had forgot to close,

There had burst a gust of sunshine,
And a summer scent of rose.

For all the while I had burrowed
There In my dingy tower, 4 -
Lo! the birds had sung and the leavea
©  had danced
From hour to sunny hour.

And such balm and warmth of beauty
Came drifting in since then

That the window still stands open,
«And shall never be shut again.
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