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AN IMMEDIATE CALLFOR
A NINERS' CONVENTION

THE EXECUTIVE OFFICERS OF DISTRICTS 1, 7 and 8 MEET TO-
DAY FOR THIS PURPOSE j

President Mitchell Issues a Statement This Morning That He Is Now.
Prepared to Give His Personal ‘Approval to a Settlement of the
Issues of the Strike by the Commission Selected by the President.

Wilkesbarre, Pa., Oct. 16.—The information from Washington early this morn-
fnx that both parties to the controversy In the anthracite coal strike had reached
an agréeement to arbitrate and that the great conflict is about to close was re-
ecelved throughout the entire hard coal region with the greatest satisfactipn. The
news did not become generally known until this morning and it created consider-
abls exoitement in the mining towns. At 9:56 a. m. President Mitchell issued the

following statement:
9

Wilkesbarre, Pa., Oct. 16, 1902.—Appreciating the anxiety and Impatience
of the public and the mine-workers for some authoritative statement from
this office, | Issue this bulletin to say that | was unalterably opposed to the ac-
ceptance of or acqulescence in the form of settilement proposed by the coal
operators, because It restricted the president of the United States In making
seleotion of the men who were to determine the questions involved: In the coal
strike. These restrictions having been removed and representation given to or-
ganized labor as-well as to organized capital, | am now prepared to glve my per-
sonal approval to a settlement of the issues Involved In this strike by the com-
mission selected by the president and shall recommend to the executive offi-
cera of districts 1, 7 and 9 in their meeting to-day that an Immediate call be
lssued for a conventlon, whose authorization is necessary to declare the strike |
at an end.

In the meantime, | trust that the people of our country will be as patient as |
possible, as we are moving as rapidly as the interests of our people will permit.

JOHN MITCHELL,
President United Mine Workers of America.

o
-

Mr. Mitchell's public statement cleared the situation considerably. It is now
for the miners to act and not one person can be found around headquarters who is
not of the opinion that the district boards will call the convention and that the con-
vention will declde to send the men back to work immediately.

Tt is reasonably certain the delegates will meet in this city. The memb_ers of the
three districts boards began gathering at headquarters soon after 8 o'clock and
nearly all of them were on the ground by 10 o'clock. The principal subject of dis-
cussion was the make-up of the commission. Few of the board members had an
epinion to express for the reason that they did not know much about the attitude of
the members. Some of them believed the board was favorable to the miners.

The fact that the greatest conflict bet ween capital and labor-in the: history of
the world has resulted in arbitration is looked upon by students of economics who
are In this region studying conditlons, as a tremendous step forward in the econ-
omical progress of the country. The miners feel they have won a victory and sa.y
that even'if the award of the cominission does not give them all the have asked
for, it is a good thing for the future of the working man of the world.

After Mr. Mitchell issued his statement he held a conference with the district
presidents and sacretaries at which a plan to lay the arbitration prnpositia_n be-
fore the full membership of the three boards was discussed.  This conference lasted
for some time. ' p : JEAS. F e ol

The superintendent of one of the largest companies In the region was asked to- -
day how long it would tn_‘l_fe after the miners returned to work to bring about nor-
wial coal prices and in reply he said: : ; ' N

W WHAT ABOUT COAL PRICES

1t is the general understanding among the companies that only normal prices
shall prevall after there is a._zeneral resumption of mining. All through the strike
the companies with the exception of a few individual operators, have not charged

gbnormal prices. The middlemen or retail dealers have taken advantage, of the
situatlon and put up the prices. It is possible they will keep them up until the
public is fully supplied and the demand i not greater than the production.””

It 18 not definitely known here how long it will take the companies to make the
supply equal to the demand. The condltions of the various collieries of the com-
panies are so different that no close estimate can be made. There are concerns,

rincipally in the lower territory that cannot be worked at this time owing to their
geln: partly flooded. Other mines need repalirs, such as timbering up_ the roofs and
ethers cannot be worked until they have been made safe for miners to enter.

THE DISTRICT B OARDS IN SESSION.

The three district boards went into secret session at 2 o’clock in the parlors of
the Hart hotel. According te an officer high in the councils of the union it is prob-
able the convention will be called for Monday, although there Is still a possibility
that Saturday may be the day. The convention will be hald in this city providing
a suitable hall, eapable of seating about 800 delegates is available. The length of
the convention will depend upon the amount of debate, At this time it looks as
though a general resumption of work will not he effected until next Wednesday or
Thursday.

THE SCENE IS
ONE OF HORROR

The Battle of La Victoria in Vene-
zuela Has Already Lasted

adopted by the Venezuelan authorities.
The Indefatigable, to accomplish her mis-
sion, will have to run the blockade of
Tucacas. ]

The German cruiser Vineta has also left
La Guaira and it is regarded as probable
that she is also bound for Tucacas.

The French cruiser Suchet arrived at
Carupano yesterday and entered a protest
agalnst the arbitrary arrest of a French
citizen who was  subsequently released
with an apology. .

The German cruiser Panther has forced
the entrance of the Orinoco river and has
reached Ciudad Bolivar to protect Ger-
man Interests there.

United States Minister Bowen has an-
nounced that he will not ask for a guard
of bluejackets to protect the United States
legation at Caracas, and all his colleagues
will follow Mr. Bowen's example,

Since Monday.

The Wounded Still Lie on the Bat-

tlefleld Without Care or
Medioal Assistance.

The Battle Is on Again To-day.
Washington, Oct. 16.—A cablegram re-
ceived at the state department this morn-
ing from United States Minister Rowen at
Caracas dated last night reads:
“Battle Victoria continuing."

President Castro Seems to Be Sur-
rounded and Is Now in a Seri-
ous Position.,

‘heretofora suggested.
-the president that the trust problem can

THE PRESIDENT'S
NEXT MESSAGE

He Will Review the Coal Situation
in Connection With His Discus-
sion of Trusts.

The Whole Question, He Thinks, Can
Be Handled Without Get-
ting “Into Politics.”

‘What the President Has Done To-

.wards the Enforcement of the
_ Present Laws. '

Lrem The Journal Bureau, Beem 45, Fon
Building, Washingten.

Washington, Oct. 16.—The next phase
of the coal strike will appear in the presi-
dent's message Lo congress when it will
be cited as an illustration of the urgent
need for further legislation. Mr. Roose-
velt intends to review the whole affair in
connection with his recommendations and
discussion as to trusts. It Is his purpose
to be guided by the ofticial opinion of At-
torney General Knox as to the constitu-
tional questions. Mr. Knox has advised

JOENSONHASTHE
FIGURES FOR I

tistics to Hcetthe Gross
Earnings Attack.

Under Present: Oon__gljtj,ons the Great
Northern Alcne Knows the Ex-
act Results to Be Expected.

It Is Plain, Kow,éver,- That the
Amendment Means a Net Gain _
to the State. .

8. T. Johnson, '_ﬁtﬁ.te public examiner

or, two, glve out a statement showing the
exact effect of the mgw gross earnings

on the amount the state will receive in
taxes. He has.figures.at command, com-
piled by- his expert rallroad- statistician,
E. H. McGrew, . Mr..McGrew has been
making an exhaustive :iexamination of the

they made proper returns of their earnings

will, on his return tothe capitol in a day-

tax amendment to the.state constitution |

accounts of the rallroad companies for
the spécified, purpose of finding whether |/

THE STRIKE IS

PRACTICALLY OVER.

Both Sides A gree

to a Commission Appointed by the

" President Last Night.

The President Puts in a

Strenuous Day and Nighkt and Events Move

_Rap_idly---O'rganized Labor Gets a Representative on the Com-

mission'in the Person of E. E. Clark, of lowa, Grand Chief of the:
Order of Railway Conductors.

him, as announced in the Pittsburg|to the 'state. From the data he has se-
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speech, that congress: has power to pass
further laws for federal control of Indus-
trial” ‘enterprises engaged in trade and
commerce. g 4 >

The president thinks that the recent
happenings have demonstrated the neces-
sity for immediate action and it is safe
to presume that what he will now ask will
inglude more of the ‘‘publicity” remedy
It is believed by

be handléd on plans of high statesman-
whip and without permitting it to become
the football of party. It is an economic
problem in’ which the people of the coun-
try at large are interested regardless of
party. It is doubted, therefore, if any.
attempt of the leaders in either party

Continued on S8econd Page.

cured it is shown the state will gain
very materially in taxes, completely up-
setting the campaign argument sprung
against Governor Van Sant and the gross
earnings bill by the democratic state
organ.

perate -endeavor to show that under the
‘new gross earnings law the Great North-

therefore the people should defeat the
bill.
Former Reports Not Itemized.

The Great Northern knows what the
effect. of the law would be. ‘No one else
does, for in their reports to the state the
companies make no distinction between
the local traffic and the state's proportion

(Continued on Second Page.) ¢

That organ is still engaged in its des-|

ern will pay less taxes to the state, and troops of the provisional government are|’

L REYOLUTION “PETERS”

M. Firmin and His Haitien Associ-
ates on the United States.Cruiser

Cincinnati.

Port- Au Prince, Halti, Oct, 16.—The
marching on Gonalves, the headquarters
of the revolutionists and it is reported
here that M. Firmin, the revolutionary
leader, embarked on board a vessel and is
going into exile. . .

‘Later it was announced that M. Firmin,
with all the principal leaders of the revo-
lution, had embarked on board the United
States cruiser Cincinnati. It was added
that they would probably be taken to

.of the arbitration

' PRESIDENT MITCHELL THINKS THAT THE MINERS' CONVEN-
TION CAN BE HELD ON SATURDAY AT THE- LATEST—ONE
OF THE DISTRICT PRESIDENTS SAYS THAT IT WILL AC-
CEPT MITCHELL'S RECOMMENDATIONS AND CALL OFF
THE STRIKE.

" THE COAL STRIKE COMMISSION

BRIG. GEN. JOHN M. WILSON, U. S. A.

E. W. PARKER, of the Geological Survey, Washington, D, C,
JUDGE GEORGE GRAY of Delaware. ~

E. E. CLARK of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. ?
THOMAS H. WATKINS of Scranton, Pa. =
BISHOP JOHN L. SPALDING of Peoria. .
“CARROLL D. WRIGHT, Labor Commissioner, Recorder.
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.~ Wilkesbarre, Pa., Oct. 16.—President-Mitchell .made the follewing ‘announcement
early to-day: ¢ . . | g ; Gl T 5 "
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* 1" have recelved "a' telegram' from' Président Rtubieult'i%ﬂ;lﬁg ‘me othhe_']
appointment of ‘his arbltration commisslon. The convention of miners can be held’ |
on Saturday at the latest and can decide to resume work on Monday. 3
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One of the district presidents said:

The strike Is_as good as called off aiready.. The convention will accept Mr. |
Mitchell’s recommendations and will call off the. strike.. =" A bois

S
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President Mitchell was In conference after 3 o’clock with Natlonal Secretary
Wilson and-District Presidents Nichols and Fahey regarding his visit:to the presi-
eant. : 4 :

- After announcing

a'

the fecelpt of President Roosevelt’s message giving -the names
sommissioners, Mr. Mitchell was asked: ' - !
e to bffer congratulations?” : . 2

.yt think we deserve it,”” he sald. ““And now | am going to bed.”

S !
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THE OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

It Ts Issued at the White House at 2:30 This Morning After a Day and
: ' Night of Hard Work. : R
Washington, Oct. 16.—The following of- president assuming that for the pur-
ficlal statement announcing the close of poses of such a commission the term
the strike was issued at the White Housde “soclologlist!’” means a man whb has;
at 2:30 a. m.: : . . thought and studied deeply on socilal

2 = questions and has practicaliy-applied-
& A . P th Mr. Mitch "V hls knowledge. .
| fter-a conference wi r. o THOMAS H. WATKINS, - Sranton,

and some further conference with rep-
resentatives of the coal operators, the
president has appointed the members
of the commission to Inquire Into, con-
sider and pass-upon -all questions at |
. Issue between the operators and min-
ers In the anthracite coal fields: -
BRIGADIER -GENERAL JOHN. M.
wilson, U S. A., retired, (late chief
of engineers, U. §. A.), Washing- -
ton, D. C., as an officer of the engl- -
neer corps of either the mllitary or
naval service of the United States.
E. W. PARKER; Washington, D. C,,
as ‘an expert mining engineer. Mr.
Parker, Is chief statisticlan of the
colll division of the United States
geologlcal survey and editor of the
Englneering and Mining Journal, of
New “York. :
GEORGE GRAY, Wilmington, Del,, as
a Judge of a-United States court.
E. E. CLARK, Cedar Rapids, lowa,
grand chilef of the Order of Rallway
| Conductors, as a soclologlst, the

Pa., as a man practically acquainted
with the mining and selling of coal.

BISHOP JOHN L. SPALDING of
Peorla. The president has added |
Bishop Spalding’s name to the com-
misslon. i . :

CARROLL D WRIGHT has been ap-
pointed recorder of the commission-
ers.

—&
The Commission Is Satisfactory.

The general feeling here is that the
strike is practically settled. The president
urges the immediate resumption of min-
ing and operations are eéxpected to begim
next week.

The first announcement that the great
strike was off wns made by Secretary
Root with exuberant good humor  at ‘the
‘White House shortly after 1 a.'m. .

Organized labor has a representativé on
the commission in the person of E. E.
Clark, grand chief of the Order of Rail-

Jamalica or 8t. Thomas.

way Conductors, named as a soclologist.

Tllemstad, Island of Curacoa, Wednes-
day, Oct. 15.—The battle near La {Vctoria,
Venezuela, between the army commanded
by President Castro and the revolutionary
forces which .began.Monday morning and
resulted In the retirement of President
Castro to La Victorla Tueaday afternoon
was resumed again fiercely at 5 o'clock
Wednesday morning. At that time the
president had received reinforcements
and had over .5.000 men egaged against
1,000 revolutionists. The artillery played
a part never before seen in Venezuela.
Shortly before §.o'cloek Wednesday after-
noon. the revolutionists appeared to have
galned a slight advantage. The presi-
dent's artillery which numbered fifteen
guns had been reduced to four guns. La
Victorla was crowded with wounded and
there were no provisions in the town.

Presldent Castro appears to be  sur-
rounded by hls enemies. The town of EL
Consejo, which lies back of La Victoria,
is occupied by the revolutionists. Valen-
cia is belleved to be doomed.

Those who were wounded. in-the fight-
ing are stlll without medical assistance
or care. They lle on the battlefleld as
they fell, and the scene there Is one of
great horror.

FOREIGN INTERESTS ACTIVE

British, German and French Crulsers Are

] Busy.

Willemstadt, Wednesday, Oect. 15.—The
British crulser Indefatigable has left La
Guaira for Tucacas with provisions for
the forelgn residents . there, some of

| whom are said to be dying of hunger as

Bishop of ‘Cathollc' Diocese of Peorla, Il
& result of the concentration measures ' i

o
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RIGHT REV. JOHN L. SPALDING, J

Members of the Coal Strike Commission -

CARROLL D. WRIGHT,
United States Commissioner of Labor. ~

* =H L S, 5 BRI

GEN. JOHN M. WILSON, WASHINGTON
* Late Chief of

Engineers, U. 8. A." | United States Judge, District of East

_FORMER SENATOR GEORGE GRAY

Pénnaylvania.’ e

\.

- ; Sargent, commissioner

JE. E. CLARK, CEDAR RAPIDS, IO\-N’A.

As named, the commission {s perfectly
satisfactory to both miners and operatorsd.
The assent of the miners was givén
through President Mitchell and 'F.. W,
of immigratian;
and of the operators through Messrs,
Bacon and Gecrge F. Perkins, of the:bank>
ing firm of J. P. Morgan & Co. e

The outcome followed a series of con%
ferences, beginning with two in the day
with Mr. Mitchell, and two In the' night
with Messrs. Bacon and Perkins. Events
moved quickly at the- last, the president
being -determined on a speedy settlement:
" The commission will assemble in a few
days and choose a chairman, probably
General Wilson. It then will arrange for
sesslons and testimony. - -

A Strenuous Night.

After A day of conferring yestérday,
Presldent Roosevelt took up the strike
again towards evening when he met Car-
roll ‘D. Wright, commissioner of labor;,
and Mr. Sargent, commissioner of immi-
gration. The latter is a personal friend
of . Mr. Mitchell and as a former labor
leader ‘himself had talked freely with tha
head of the miners’ unlon. He gave the-:
president thé benefit of his views and
Commissioner Wright was able to com-
municate some information that has come
to him as to the sentiment in the mining
reglons. = -4

Later two strangers to those about thes
temporary White House called and were
shown upstairs at once. It was reported-
that these gentlemen were Messrs. Robert
Bacon and George W. Perkins, members
of the banking firm of J. Peirpont Mor-.
gan & Co. The conferences with the four.
gentlemen named lasted from 7
o'clock and then the president walked te
Becretary Hay's to dinner, while his twe'
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Grand Chief Order of Rallway Conduct-
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WORK WILL BEGIN PROBABLY NONDAY
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