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PRICE TWO CENTS. 

HILL PREDICTS 
A COAL FAMINE 

He Says Conditions Are Worse Than 
Believed and Likely to Re-

our Another Year. 

His Purchase of the Burlington In­
tended to Relieve the North­

west With Fuei. 

This Testimony Given at St. Paul To­
day in the Federal Anti-

Merger Case. 

A dissertation on the coal situation 
in the northwest was an unexpected fea­
ture of the examination of James J. Hill, 
president of the Great Northern and of 
the Northern Securities company, before 
Special Examiner Frederick Ingersoll a t 
the federal building in St. Paul this fore­
noon. 

In enumerating the reasons for purchas­
ing the Burlington, Mr. Hill predicted a 
serious coal famine in the northwest tins 
winter and gave it as his belief that every 
year the shortage would be greater be­
cause the people of the older eastern 
utates would see to It that their wants 
were supplied first. The Burlington, he 
said, was the key to the situation. De 
fense of its purchase by the northern 
roads as an entirely philanthropic propo 
sition was interesting to those present a t 
the hearing. 

Mr. Hill said that he always studied the 
coal situation. He said he had been in 
the business and added with a touch of 
pride that he had brought the first coal to 
St. Paul that was sold there. The situa 
tion in the northwest he considered very 
serious, and it was little understood by 
the public. 

The Northern Securities Hearing. 
Mr. Hill's examination was in connection 

with the case of the United States vs. the 
Northern Securities Co., the first hear­
ing having been adjourned from New York 
to St. Paul. Solicitor General J. K. Rich-
nrds and "VV. A. Day, attorney for the in­
terstate commerce commission, and J. M. 
Beck and Special Attorney John L. Latt, 
represented the government, while for­
mer Attorney General J. W. Griggs, Da-
\ id Wilcox, of N»-w York; George B, 
Young, C. W. Bunn and M. D. Glover of 
Sr Paul appeared for the defendant. 

'fho New York hearing substantially 
completed the government's presentation 
of its case and the testimony given to-day 
was on behalf of the defendants. the 
Northern Securities company, the North­
ern Pacific railway, the Great Northern 
railway and the principal officials of those 
companies. 

The examination of Mr. Hill, conducted 
by George B. Young, a t first covered his 
official connection with the Great North­
ern and the companies of which it was 
the outgrowth. 

lie told of his first connection with the 
Old St. 1 MUI & Pacific and St. Paul, Min­
neapolis A Manitoba railways, explaining 
th.it the directors of those companies, be-
i"g neariy all non-resident, the policy and 
mei hod1- of the old Manitoba oo>r.;»iny 
v i ' te left a'most entirely with him, and 
t!-.<• Hf 1 o.isinility was sometimes heavy. 
'll 'i ' r'*hny o[ the Great Northern-s i ; ce 
Its or '.uiuzaUon l.ud been large.•' a<*cord-
iti'-- ii. his {i !> r t , but In recent years' 
more directors had been residents of the 
west. These directors made frequent 
trips over the line and were ready with 
good advice. 

Reviewing the history of the roads com­
posing the Great Northern system, Mr. 
Hill went on to tell of the traffic that 
could be depended on along the lines of 
the road, especially the lumber from the 
Pacific coast, the rate on which had prev­
iously been prohibitory, but which was 
reduced from 90 cents to 40 cents a 100 
after his line was completed. The lum­
ber is now carried throughout the entire 
country north and west of the Ohio. This 
lumber east-bound saved the expense of 
returning empty cars and consequently 
reduced the rate on west-bound traffic. 

Balancing Up Trade. 
This lumber trade grew very rapidly, 

but the new Alaska trade and that to 
Honolulu balanced the car service be­
tween east and westbound traffic. Mar­
kets for westbound traffic were sought 
everywhere—in Japan and China and 
wherever cargoes were to be had, or 
whore there was any likelihood of any 
business. He told in detail of the growth 
of the Pacific coast lumber industry and 
of the development of the oriental trade. 

It had become evident that greater per­
manence in rates to the orient was nec­
essary and some control of the rate was 
necessary in order to make a profit possi­
ble for the shippers. 

As compared with the other roads, the 
Burlington reaches Denver, the south and 
southwest and nearly all points west of 
Chicago, touching all Illinois manufactur­
ing centers. It connects with all roads 
reaching the cotton fields, and the north­
ern lines, having the lumber, were the 
only ones having a return shipment for 
pars carrying cotton to the west en route 
to the orient. 

His Ideas on Coal. 

In answer to other questions he said 
that on the west end of his line the local 
supply of coal was sufficient for business, 
but within the past two yea.rs the diffi­
culty of getting coal from Pennsylvania 
to Lake Erie was very great, his com­
pany being unable to secure a sufficient 
supply in 1900 for its own use a t either 
Lake TCrle or Lake Superior ports. Coal 
Tor domestic use was also unobtainable, 
the terminals being unable to handle all 
the cars. The case was even worse this 
year, less than half the proper supply 
being now on hand for the season. It 
was even worse in the case of coal for 
flomestic use. The situation, he •said, is 
Berious this year, and will constantly 
grrow worse. He referred particularly to 
bituminous coal and then spoke of the 
use of the Burlington line as a means of 
lupplying northwestern needs for fuel, its 
sonnection with the soft coal fields, its 
low grades and the consequent possibility 
pf large loads, making lower rates possi­
ble. From the use of tho Burlington for 
toal business over that and the northern 
tines in unbroken loads, lower coal prices 
will result. The Puget sound coal fields 
would furnish a. supply east of Spokane; 
the British Columbia coal—an excellent 
duality—is nearly as far away and can­
not be brought profitably this far east. 
Recent developments have given them 
ooal shipments north from St. Louis to 
northern Minnesota and the Return load 
Will be iron ore from the Minnesota iron 
ranges. 

Value of the Burlington. 
The direct connection with the Bur­

lington makes possible a lower and more 
Certain rate on this class of business. 
A trunk line to Chicago, St. Louis and 
»ther centers makes it possible to control 
return shipments and keep down the rates. 
The Burlington connection gives greater 
uniformity in service and in cars, making 
possible tho handling of unbroken train 
load-. 

All conditions affecting the Great 
Northern would naturally affect the 
Northern Pacific similarly, as applied to 
thu same business. Both roads must 
handle business both ways in order to 
Compete with everything tha t floats and 
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to compete with the Suez canal route, 
but they were doing it successfully. The 
competition with Germany and Qreat 
Britain is in transportation and produc­
tion, with Norway and Sweden in t rans­
portation alone; in a less degree with the 
Panama route. Railroad competitors to 
the Pacifio coast are the Canadian Pa­
cific. Union Pacific and Southern Pacific, 
and a . new line under construction. The 
chief competition, however, was with the 
conditions all over the world and not 
alone with these western railways. 

Speaking of the new line of steamships. 
Mr. Hill said the first ship would be 
launched in December, with a tonnage of 
28,000 or 10,000 tons more than the Celtic, 
the largest ship now afloat. 

Cotton and machinery showed remarka­
ble increases in oriental traffic within 
the last year, while oil and some other 
commodities deoreased. The year ending 
June, 1903. showed about double the ori­
ental shipments of the previous year. 

WE PAY FOR THE STRIKE 
The Price of Coal Is to Be Raised 

50c Per Ton to Offset the 

9 
Year's Losses. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 20.—It is said in 
railroad circles here that the coax oper­
ators, in order to recoup themselves for 
their tremendous losse* in the strike, will 
a t their meeting in New York Tuesday 
agree to raise the price of coal a t the 
mines 60 cents a ton. Besides recouping 
their losses the operators must provide for 
any increase in wages which the arbitra­
tion committee may decide should be 
granted. 

An advance of 50 cents a ton for coal 
free on board a t the mines would aggre­
gate a large sum for the coal roads. Tak­
ing the normal output of the anthracite 
region as 60,000,000 tons a year, an in­
creased profit of 50 cents on each ton 
would amount to $25,000,000. 

NEW PRESIDENT JAMES 
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Will 

Speak at Northwestern Uni­
versity To-night. 

Chicago, Oct. 20.—The second day of the 
oeremonies incident to the installation of 
Edmund Janes James as president of 
Northwestern university was a perfect 
autumn day with a clear sky and sharp, 
bracing air. Public and private buildings 
In Evanston were gaily att ired In royal 
purple, the university colors. The day 
was given up to a varied form of enter­
tainments for the distinguished visitors 
and receptions in the evening by two of 
the fashionable clubs of Evanston and a 
torchlight procession. The program in­
cluded a meeting of the student body a t 
the First Methodist church a t 10:30 a. m., 
which was addressed by Dr. James B. 
Murphy, on behalf of the faculties of the 
different departments of the university, 
and by President James W. Bashford of 
the Ohio Wesleyan university; President 
Charles F . Thwing of Western reserve 
university; President Cyrus Northrop of 
the University of Minnesota. Frank P. 
Miers an,d Matthew Mills spoke on behalf 
of the students. A reunion of alumni was 
held at 4 o'clock in the University hall and 
was addressed by Bishop Moore. 

The formal opening of - the- new law 
school building in this city will take place 
this evening, the principal speaker being 
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes of the 
United States supreme court. 

COL. BUTLER IS INDICTED 
St. Louis Millionaire Politician Who 

Spent $47,000 for Aldermen 
Is in Trouble. 

St. Louis, Oct. 20.—The October grand 
jury has just handed down an indictment 
charging Colonel Edward Butler, a prom­
inent local politician and millionaire, with 
bribery in connection with the city light­
ing deal, in which $47,000 is said to have 
been disbursed among members of the 
house of delegates combine. 

Butler's arrest has been ordered. When 
the last grand jury adjourned, its report 
contained the s tatement that Edward But­
ler was the man who paid the $47,500 to 
the nineteen city assemblymen for the 
passage of the city lighting bill, each 
member of the combine receiving $2,500. 
Delegates Charles F. Kelly, a fugitive from 
jui-iice. is c la iged in an indictrati.it Willi 
being the distributor. 

No indictment was returned then be­
cause it was desired to probe further and 
get the facts in regard to another promi­
nent citizen supposed to have furnished 
the money. The first definite details were 
furnished by Delegate J. K. Murrell, who 
returned from Mexico and turned s tate 's 
evidence, giving Circuit Attorney Folk and 
the grand jury information that resulted 
in the indictment of sixteen members of 
the house of delegates. 

MASON MAY BOLT 

A Bumor That the Illinois Senator 
Will Join the Democrats. 

Chicago, Oct. 20.—Senator William E. 
Mason gave out an interview in which he 
practically owned that he was out of the 
republican party, and did not deny that he 
was ready to bolt in certain contingencies. 

Since the announcement was made that 
Mr. Mason would espouse the cause of the 
democrats In Cook county, the local lead­
ers have repudiated him and now the sen­
ator says that he does not know whether 
or not he will speak in the interest of the 
democratic nominees at his Auditorium 
meeting a week from to-night. 

MAD MULLAH'S CASE 

Indian Troops May Be Sent to Smite 
Him. 

I ondon. Oct. 20.—The British govern­
ment is considering the expediency of dis­
patching Indian troops to Somaliland to 
deal with the Mad Mullah. 

The British vice consul at Berbera, So­
maliland, in cabling to the foreign office 
here the substance of the later dispatch 
which he received from Colonel Swayne, 
commander of the British force operat­
ing against the Mad Mullah, referred to 
the Mullah being in communication with 
Kali Inger in the direction of the Webb 
river. He appareptly meant "Karl Inger," 
the former officer of the Austrian—Hun­
garian army, who has several times been 
mentioned in connection with the Mullah's 
movements in Somaliland. Inger is also 
said to have caused the British authori­
ties t ; n 1 Je i > the Soudan some years, ,iv-.-,. 

General W. N. Manning started from 
London for Somalilan'd some days ago in 
consequence of bad news from there, and 
will hasten the dispatch of reinforcements 
from Eerbera. 

TOTTHI8TS COMIKO HOME.y 
, New York, Oct. 20.—By the end of the week 

most of the American tourists In Eforope will 
have returned .and the trans-Atlantic passenger 
traffic will begin to assume Its winter propor­
tions. The business this jear was not more than 
a thousand passengers greater than it was last 
year. It may be described as normal—normal 
meaning between 65,000 and 70,000 in one di­
rection. 

MINE WORKERS. 
ARE IN SESSION 

The Convention to Call Off the Strike 
Met at 10:20 O'clock This, 

Morning. 

Delegates, in the Best of Humor, 
Believe That the Worst 

Is Now Over. 

An Adjournment Is Taken Shortly 
After 11 O'clock Until This 

Afternoon. 

Wilkesbarre, Pa., Oct. 20.—The conven­
tion adjourned shortly after 11 o'clock un­
til this afternoon. 

Wilkesbarre, Pa., Oct. 20.—About 700 
delegates of the United Mine Workers of 
America from the hard coal mining dis­
trict of Pennsylvania met in the Nesbitt 
theater to-day to act on the proposal to 

dent Mitchell would net, come to the hall 
from strike headquarters until after the 
convention had permanently organized. 

I t was 11:05 a. m. when the reading of the 
reports was concluded^ and as^ the busi­
ness of the convention cannot go on until 
the commit ted on credentials makes a 
final report, a motion was made to ad­
journ until 2 p. m., Before the motion 
was put, it was suggested tha t the dele­
gates be entertained' by songs. This was 
adopted, and for a brief time, the big 
convention was turned into a social meet­
ing. 

A Festival of Song. 

"Give three cheers for Mitchell, for the 
strike that we have won," was sung out 
by a Wilkesbarre delegate, and it swept 
the convention with enthusiasm. The 
only colored delegate present was called 
on for a song or a speech, and he re ­
sponded with a typical southern negro 
song. For a while longer the singing 
was kept up, the men calling for songs 
from one another, principally from the 
Welshmen, who have reputations a s sweet 
singers. At 11:42 a. m., the local talent 
being too modest to come forward, the 
convention adjdurned until 2 o'clock this 
afteiroon. * * 

Gossip During the Noon Hour. 

During the recess an expression on the 
outlook was sought from Mr. Mitchell. 
He smiled, shook his head and said: 

"I have nothing to ^ay a t this time. 
The outlook; in fact, the whole situation, 
is in the hands- of the delegates. They 
ordered the strike and they must decide 
what course to pursue." r 

While President Mitchell is extremely 

A TREND TOWARD 
'STATE SOCIALISM 

Will the Democratic Party Take It 
Up as a National Issue 

in 1904? 

Some Suggestive Straws in New 
York and Ohio Which Show 

Direction of the Wind. 

Socialism Has Received a Boom as 
the Result of the Recent 

Coal Strike. 

From The Journal Bureau, Bobm 4S, FoHs Bullying, Washington* 

Washington, Oct. 20.—Is the democratic 
party to find in state socialism its Iong-
sought-for "paramount ' 'issue for 1904? 

The question is being asked with great 
in teres t by politicians generally through 

WILL Tiite PARACHUTE OPEN? 

settle the long strike by arbitration. The 
convention was called by President Mitch­
ell, under the rules of the union, to vote 
on the plan which he laid before it and 
later explained fully in a lengthy address. 

Previous to the assembling of the con­
vention there were busy scenes a t strike 
headquarters in the Har t hotel. Before 
8 o'clock the miner delegates began to 
gather there. Mr. Mitchell was the center 
of interest and until he left for the con­
vention hall was always surrounded by his 
lieutenants and others. 

Delegates In Good Humor . 
The delegates were In the best of humor 

as they loitered about the hotel lobby. 
The feeling of the men was evidenced 
in a brief conversation overheard When 
delegates from distant points met. - Said 
one: 

"Well, what do "you think of the situa­
tion now?" 

"Oh, we are here to finish it, and I guess 
we will." 

Every delegate whose opinion was 
sought felt that the convention would do 
whatever their national leader advised. 

There was a general cheerfulness in 
the faces of the men which was reflected 
in the demeanor of the citizens of this 
prosperous city. 

Among the late arrivals a t the conven­
tion hall was National Secretary Treasur­
er W. B. Wilson, selected to be the sec­
retary of the convention with the secre­
taries of the ihree districts as his as ­
sistants. He was of the opinion t h a t the 
convention would end to-morrow and tha t 
the men would return to work on Thurs­
day. 

Old Places Wanted Again. 

He said the outlook for acceptance WP.S 
bright, but there were still intimatic is 
among the assembling delegates tha t there 
were objections on the par t of some to 
calling off the strike until positive assur­
ance is had that all the men will get back 
the positions they occupied before the 
strike began. 

Promptly a t 10 o'clock the doors of the 
^heater were thrown open and it did not 
take the assembled delegates long to fill 
the place. 
- If the precedents of others miners' con­
ventions are followed the principal busi­
ness of the meeting will be conducted 
behind closed doors. After a selection by 
the orchestra. District President Nicholls 
called the convention to order a t 10:20 
o'olock and Ordered that the call for the 
convention be read. This was done by 
Secretary Wilson. 

;• . District Reports Read.' 
As is "customary in conventions of the 

mineworkers, the district secretaries acted 
as the committee on credentials. These 
secretaries, had already completed their 
work and when called upon by Chairman 
Nicholls, after the convention call had 
been read, their reports were made. John 
T. Dempsey of district No. 1 read his 
report first. 

He was followed by Secretaries John Gal­
lagher and George Martlain. The reports 
showed a total of 636 delegates. The to­
tal will probably be increased after aH 
the credentials are received. 

While. these reports were being pre­
sented, a report was received tha t Presi-

noncommittal in all that he says, there 
is not the slightest doubt in the minds of 
those at strike headquarters tha t he has 
any fear tha t the program . he has in 
mind will go through. 

Information eomes to the Associated 
Press that the question regarding men 
getting back their former positions will 
not cause the warm .debate that was ex­
pected. It is said that a resolution will 
be presented advising that the union take 
care of all unemployed men until the ar ­
bitration committee decides whether the 
coal companies shall give them back their 
former positions. Some of t he delegates 
think the commission will not take up 
this feature of the strike. 

The-rumor was revived to-day that a 
representative of the operators would pre­
sent a proposition to the men in which 
they would grant them a 10 per cent in­
crease and a nine-hour day. Few of the 
delegates took any stock in the story. 

A leading delegate said after the noon 
adjournment that voting on the ^arbitra-
tion proposition probably would not begin 
until to-morrow forenoon, and tha t the 
session this afternoon would be devoted 
to speeches. He saw no reason a t ail 
to think tha t the convention would not 
vote to accept the arbitration plan and 
declare the strike off, but he thought that 
the definite news in the form of the final 
vote! on the proposition might not be made 
public until to-morrow afternoon. 

So confident were other miners, after 
tKj morning session, that the convention 
would accept the arbitration plan, that j 
they began to talk about the first visit 
and work of the commission a t Wilkes­
barre. The findings of the commission, 
it was evident from the talk of the dele­
gates, were expected to form a standard, 
or sort of hign court decision, which would 
make easy of adjustment future differ­
ences between the coal operators and the 
miners and bring about closer relations 
between employer and employe. 

A phase of the situation that is caus­
ing discussion is the s ta tus of the mine 
engineers and firemen. According to an 
explanation given by a miner, there are 
about 2,000 of this class of employes who 
struck with the miners, or have since gone | 
out. Having cast their fortunes with the I 
strikers they are concerned by what seems 
to them * a chance that the strike will bo 
declared off and that the men will return • 
to work, leaving them unprovided for. the 
non-union men who were hired to keep 
the pumps going being retained in their 
places. I t has been suggested tha t the 
mine superintendents can be communi­
cated with and tha t the prospect of the 
striking engineers and firemen returning 
to work thus be cleared a t once. There 
was some talk while the convention was 
assembling tha t the engineers and fire­
men would demand from the convention 
an accurate statement of what- was Jto be 
dore with them. ~ - \* < i , '. ••' 

The Afternoon 8esslon. " 
Secretary George Hartlein before enter­

ing the convention hall this afternoon 
made this s tatement: 

"I have no doubt tha t the arbitration 
plan as submitted by President Roosevelt 
will be adopted. Some of the men, I will 
admit, have grievances of one sort or 

the eastern states; not in a partizan spirit, 
but with a view to ascertaining the facts. 

The New York s tate democratic conven­
tion adopted as one of its leading planks 
a declaration in favor of government own­
ership and management of the anthracite 
coal mines, and its spell binders are going 
up and down the state" talking government 
ownership into willing ears. 

Mayor Tom L. Johnson of Cleveland is 
running over Ohio in his red automobile 
advocating, apparently with the consent 
of the several democratic leaders in that 
state, the doctrine of government owner­
ship of the railroads. And- what lends 
additional interest to the Johnson inci­
dent is the very widespread feeling that 
Mr. Bryrn was consulted and induced to 
approve of the Johnson idea. Further, it 
is claimed tha t Johnson is Bryan's per­

sonal choice as the democratic presiden­
tial candidate in 1904. 

Mayor David S. Rose of Milwaukee, the 
democratic candidate for governor of Wis­
consin, stands on the New York platform, 
and says that "the government ought to 
seize the anthracite coal fields, use the 
coal necessary to supply the needs of the 
government, and sell all the rest a t the 
cost of production to relieve the poor." 

A Boom for Socialism. 

Socialism in all parts of the country has 
received a tremendous boom as the result 
of the strike. Many thousands of new 
converts have been made in the ranks of 
the laboring people, and the claim is 
made, with good authority, it is believed, 
tha t the socialist vote next month will 
break all records in this country. In Penn­
sylvania the growth has perhaps been 
more marked than elsewhere, but what is 
going on In tha t s tate is going on in other-
states, too. It is claimed by socialist lead­
ers tha t 600 new socialist lodges have been 
organized in Pennsylvania since the strike 
began. In Schuylkill county alone twenty-
six new lodges were organized in one week 
recently. Practically all of these new con­
verts are miners and men from the other 
laboring ranks who heretofore have been 
republicans. 

In New Jersey and in Delaware the so­
cialist ranks have been greatly strength­
ened, many of the anarchists of the former 
s ta te having joined. 

In New York state the declaration of the 
democratic party in favor of government 
ownership has caused consternation in the 
ranks of thinking men in all parties. So­
cialist lodges have multiplied rapidly, and 
all socialists will vote the democratic 
ticket next month. 

The rest of the country has not been 
heard from* in detail, but in the six states 
named, New York, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Delaware, Ohio and Wisconsin, the 
socialist outlook has never been so bright 
as it is a t present. New York and Penn­
sylvania are the greatest s tates in the 
union; Olilo in many ways is the greatest 
s tate in the middle west; Wisconsin in 
some respects is the greatest s ta te of the 
northwestern, tier. With state socialism 
gaining a strong foothold in these locali­
ties, and having the official favor of the 
democratic organization to greater or less 
degrees, it is well enough to ask if the 
party, as a whole, is about to find in so­
cialism its long sought national issue? 

March 4, 1905, when the Roosevelt term 
will end, will mark the end of forty-four 
years since the close of the Buchanan ad­
ministration. In all those years the demo­
crats have been in power in the White 
House but twice. One of the Cleveland 
terms was a democratic disappointment, 
and was more severely criticized by demo­
crats than by republicans. The demo­
crats, therefore, have had but four years 
of real power since the beginning of the 
civil war. 

Fate of Minority Parties. 

In France, Germany and Austria the 
minority political parties, through the dis -
appointment of repeated failure, for years 
have been socialistic. Is the democratic 
party of the United States, for a similar 
reason, ;to follow the lead of these old 
world minority parties? 

The question is one of intense popular 
interest, aside from any partizan feelings. 

Such-a, policy wouM-be no more-strange 
than the adoption of free silver by the 
democracy in 1896 and again in 1900. The 
free silver craze was "popular" in the 
widest sense. It a t t racted the common 
people as' no political issue had done for 
many years, and- it is well remembered 
tha t the most heroic measures were 
adopted \n many of the large cities in 
1896 to p re sen t ^hBijahor;VQfe tvom slump­
ing to Bryan In a body. Had4t jdone so, 
his election' would*1 have been assured. 

^*^stfte*ociaaimr^ouaa'pe^nafjs''fife«,s "pop­
u l a r " an issue a s free silver among the 

common^p'eople,. and" the *oal str ike has 
suddenly thrust i t ' forward befdre the 
gaze of the country; The fact that it al­
ready, has been adopted formally and 
officially by the democratic leaders In 
three states, New York, Ohio and Wiscon­
sin, will lend ah interest to the election 
next month tha t It oduld not otherwise 
p o s s e s s . - - A - h e a v y democratic vote in 
these-states,, and.fn, the others that have 
"been n^med, would ,no doubt move the 
dempcratic^prgajnjzatip|^fir,.that part of 
it controlled by the .Bryanites, forward 
towards socialism; as theV'paramount" is­
sue in 1904. The vote" 3h these three 
states will be regarded as a satisfactory 
test. If socialism works, well there in an 
off year, why, the democrats will ask, will 
it not work well in the country at large 
two years later? 

The South Is Opposed. 

The chief danger such an issue would 
encounter among democrats would be the 
hostility of the south, which did much 
to make free silver possible as an issue 
in 1896. Already words of warning have 
come from that section that the demo­
crats there, noting the trend towards 
socialism in states of the north, will not 
indorse it. The Richmond Times voices 
this southern opposition in a leading edi­
torial in which it points out the likelihood 
tha t certain influential northern demo­
crats are leaning towards socialism, and 
says with emphasis that the south will 
not for a moment stand for, any such 
foolishness. The Times may or it may 
not speak with authority. At any rate, 
the^ situation as it stands at , present is 
filled with interest for men of all parties 
ord all sections. 

—W. W. Jermane. 

JIM HUNGER'S 
TRAGIC FINISH 

The Famous Bandit of Years Ago 
Makes an End of It With 

a Jtevolver. 
K • * 

He Leaves Incoherent Letters Evi­
dently Prompted by Hopeless 

Affair in Love. 

Warden Wolfer and Cole Younger 
Both Believe That His Mind 

Was Unbalanced. 

Jim Younger, the hero of a hundred 
dime novels, committed suicide yesterday 
a t St. Paul. This dead shot in bank rob­
beries, tr%,in robberies and sklrmishei 
with sheriff's posses, fired a gun yester­
day for the first time in twenty-six years. 
But this time he was his own victim. Aim* 
ing a t t h e ' side of the head above thd 
ear he killed himself instantly. 

Jim Younger ended his o,wn life as an 
old man, paroled after twenty-five year* 
of exemplary conduct in prison and ap­
parently demented from the effects of th« 
twelve bullet wounds tha t preceded ths 
fatal thirteenth. 

In his life, romantic if ruthless, he d i e ! 
romantically bewailing, through a mess 
age to his sweetheart, the fate tha t kept 
them separated. For J im Younger, mora 
unfortunate than the "man without a 
countryfl was, in the eyes of the law, a 
man without an existence. Actual life he 
found not worth living while He was legal­
ly dead and he grimly harmonized the lair, 
with the facts, ^* 

A Love Affair. 
Soon after his release from the Still­

water penitentiary, in July, 1901, It was 
announced that Jim Younger would mar ry 
Miss Alice Mueller, a young woman olose-
ly related to one of the most prominent 
families in St. Paul society. Another 
member of the same family labored for 
years to further the release of J im and 
his brother, Cole Younger. During this 
period J im became intimately acquainted 
with Miss Mueller. She has been a 
writer for St. Paul newspapers and other 
publications. But the marriage was ren­
dered impossible when the authorities de­
clared that, as a paroled life prisoner, 
J im Younger was legally dead, and could 
perform no civil contract until he was 
pardoned. 

The suicide took place yesterday mor­
ning a t the Reardon Hotel, a cheap hotel 
a t Seventh and Minnesota streets, St. 
Paul. The fact was discovered by Mrs-
Mary Kelly, the housekeeper. Soon after 
4 o'clock westerday afternoon she entered 
Younger's bedroom, believing it unoccu­
pied. She saw him apparently asleep in 
his bed. But because of the late hour she 
thought best to see if he was ill. Shs 
touched his hand, found it cold, and hur­
ried1 to notify the police. 

Examination showed a gory wound In 
the left side of Younger's head above and 
behind his ear. The right hand, stretched' 
a t h i S side, clutched with the "Texas 
hold" a 38-caliber "bulldog" revolver, in 
which one cartridge was empty. The left 
haiwLwas across his breast. He" had been 
deadi the doctors said; since 8 o'clock in 
the "morning. .Yet he looked to be sleep­
ing, save tha t the- half-open eyelid? -un­
covered the mild blue eyes so often Asso­
ciated With characters of desperate dar­
ing. 

His Last Messages.^-

The belongings of the dead man had 
been neatly arranged in, preparation for 
his long night 's rest. His clothing, In­
cluding his kid gloves, were folded upon 
a chair. A table bore his watch and 
chain and his red leather purse. The 
purse was empty and a single dime lay 
on top of it. A large brown envelope be­
side the purse was filled with papers. 

Across the face of the envelop was 
written in a bold, steady hand: 

"All relations just stay away, from me. 
No crocodile tears wanted. Reporters, bs 
my friends. Burn me up." 

The other side of the envelop was in­
scribed: 

"To all tha t ' s good and true, I lovs 
(you) and bid (you\ farewell.—Jim 
Younger." At one corner, with smaller, 
more wavering strokes, were the words, 
"O Lassie, good-by." 

Within the envelop were papers not 
given to the public. But across a largs 
sheet was the principal message: 

"Oct. 18—Last Night on Earth. 
"So good-bye, Lassie, for I still th in* 

of thee. A. U. G." 
"Forgive me, for this is my only chance 

—I have done nothing wrong. But poli­
tics is all that Van Sant, Wolfer and oth­
ers of their stripe eare for. Let the peo­
ple judge. Treat me right and square, 
reporters, for I am a square man—a so­
cialist and decidedly in favor of women'* 
rights. 

"Bryan is the brightest man thess 
United States has ever produced. His on» 
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