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An Interesting Decision. .

The federal supreme court yesterday,
through Justice Peckham, deHvered an,
fmportant decision, one of deep interest
to the practitioners of the “regular’
gchools of medicine and those of the vari-
ous schools of magnetics and mind heal-
ers. .

The specific case decided was that of
the American School of Magnetic l{qallng
s‘sainst a postmaster for not .delivering
the bail of a magnetic healer on the
ground that, under the statutes, the healer
was perpetrating fraud upon the public
through correspondence, making extraor-
dinary claims as a healer of human ills,

In the judgment delivered, it was held
that no fraud had been committed by
the healer and that the postal authorities
are not qualified to sit in judgment and

. destroy the business of one who claims

to be able to cure diseases without drugs,
since there Is no exact standard of abso-
lute truth by which to prove the healer’s
statement true or false. Although the de-
ciglon’ affects immediately the status of
magnetic healers, Justice Peckham ap-
plied it to the practitioners in mental
therapeutics also. The magnetic healer
claims that, by his process of manipulat-
ing the human body, he cohveys to the
patient or to the affected part or organ of
the patient’'s body, a healing magnetie
force from his own constant supply. The
mind healer claims that disease may be
fought successfully by the inner mind
armed with a conviction that it pos-
sesses power to maintain healthful bodily
conditions In the body in which it resides,
or in the body of another person prea-
ent to the healer or absent. The healing
vital force is within the individual! him-
self. The mind healer acts upon the pa-
tient's vital forces by suggéstipp and di-
rection of the subjective mind of the
patient. As the court holds! there is a
difference of opinion as to the efficacy of
mental therapeutics—differences as to the
valldity of the ‘‘cure all"” claims, for, if
some of the claims of mental healers were
true there would never be any more
funerals, for death would be annihllated.
But, while difference of, opinion exists,
it is evident that there is a strong Im-
pulse to the acceptance and recognition
of the fact of the power of mind over
"body. The fact was anciently known
and recognized. It is coming, in this
‘latter day, into more general and bene-
ficent use and the schools of medicine
'known as “regular,” as is well known,
have considerably minimized the use of
‘drugs in many diseases and in neuras-
thenia, for instance, many “regular” phy-
siclans rely upon the diversion of the pa-
tient’s mind and the awakening of his
vital forces by suggestion to his subjec-
tive mind. There are thousands of peo-
ple who have an unquestioning falth in
magnetic healing, Christian ‘Sclence. -0
called, with its postulate of *“no sub-
stance, no matter, spirit Is God, God is
all; he can have no opposite™; divine heal-
ers, and other claimants for universal
recognition of their ‘reputed monopoly of
therapeutic power, and they present proof
of benefit received; and there s no doubt
that thousands hla_v_e been berefited by the
processes of the magnetics and the Chris-
tian Sclentists, so that the supreme court
may well ask, “How can any one lay
down the limit and say beyond that there
are fraud and false pretenses?” People
of the highest intelligence accept 'the
claims of the leading schools of mind
healers and the supreme ecourt decision
affirming, practically, the legality of
magnetic healing and theTight of its
practitioners to the use of the mails
concurrently embodies a recognition of the
legality of Christian Sclence and other
schools of mind healing, although such
decision does not earry with it any legal
right of any school to insist upon its
own remedial activities to the death of
a patient from a form of disease with
which mental therapeutica has clearly
shown Itself incapable of dealing suc-
cessfully. ' »

SBvenska Amerlkanksa Posten, like Au-
gustana church, is prepared to keep
abreast of the gradual substitution of the
American for the Swedish la.nmiaga
among Swedish-Americans. Yesterday it
printed an editorlal in English and its
junior publication is altogether in Eng-
lish. Svenska Folkets Tidnings published
political editotials In English as long’ as
two years ago. A common subject of dis-
cugsion among editors of Swedish and
Norweglan-American papers- 18, how long
& lease of life have they? If they .con-
tinue to be printed altogether in the old

31 isses. ..., 1053 |
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The Tong Lea o the Ut Sstes i Whegh rdcton.

overlooked. The current number of

bureau-: of statistics.-

producers serious alarm.

567,000,000; Argentina, 72,000,000;
246,000,000; Russia, 463,000,000 bushels,

of this list, because it never raises mare

.So much has been sald of late about the wheat-pro-
ducing possibilities of western Canada that the great lead
the United States enjoys in the production of wheat has been

Miller presents some interesting figures in this regard, sup-
plied by Mr. O. P. Austin, the able chief of the treasury
He thinks that the Increase in  the
production of wheat “in Canada should not give our wheat

There are filve countries which may be considered rivals
of the United States In wheat production.
tralia, Argentina, Canada, India and Russla.
wheat crop of these countrles was as follows:
Canada,

wheat-producing country of the world, is evidently left out

own enormous consumption. The wheat crop of the United

States in 1901 was

tion that Mr.
the Northwestern

States’, 232,000,000.

gether produced only 181,000,000 more.

The present situation being satisfactory, the only ques-
Austin
whether other countrles are likely tq increase their pro-
duction faster than we., In the last _teti years the Australian
crop increased 20,000,000; Argentina's, 36,000,000; Canada's,
43,000,000; India's, 88,000,000; Russia's, 62,000,000; the United,

748,000,000 bushels. * The five rivals to-

considers a “subject for anxiety Is

Thus, while the United  States was

gaining 232,000,000 bushels her rivals were gaining 191,000,-

000.
They are Aus-
In 1901 the
Australia,
92,000,000; India,
France, the third

producing power,

reliably profitable.
than enough for its

It must be remembered, too, that it was supposed that
in 1892 the United States had reached her maximum wheat-

The introduction of macaroni wheat gives promise of
bountiful wheat crops in the arid and semi-arld parts of
the country, where wheat mwlng.hqs_ not heretofore been

At the present’rate of = Increase the

United States will in four or five years ralse enough to sup-
ply the home demand, which calls for 20,000,000 pounds.

" - ————t
languages they. will hardly last ten or
fifteen - years, unless immigration from
Norway and Sweden increases enormous-
ly. But by gradually taking on Eng-
lish the best of them may continue to live
indefinitely.

Buttering ‘the Bread,

When Minnesota was first glven the
designatlon of the bread and butter state,
the butter was a little thin on'the slice
of bread, which was of the dimensions
ohe occaslonally flids in a German-Ameri-
can farm house. The state’'s butter was
of the best quality, but it was a little
shy on quantity compared with the enor-
mous flour and wheat output. But at
the present rate of increase it will not be
long before the bread can be generously
smeared with Minnesota butter. Between
1899 . and 1901 the state's production of
butter, as shown by Mr. B. D. White of
creased about 9,000,000 pounds. It now
stands at 54,867,000 -pounds.

‘As of yore, Freeborn county stands at
the head of. the list, with production of
almost 4,000,000 pounds; Steele ls next,
with almost 3,000,000 pounds, and Stearns
third, with about two and a quarter mil-
lions.  The southern counties of the state
continue to lead the mopthern countles,
many of which even when densely popu-
lated, do not seem as yet to be progress-
ing very rapidly in butter-making.

Minnesota butter sells for enough more
than the average price In New York to
give the Minnesota farmer the same price
for his product, less transportation
charges, that New York butter gets. At
an average price of 2114 cents a pound,
Minnesota butter yvielded about $12,000,-
000 in 1901, It would take about 24,000,000
bushels of wheat to bring in that much.

If the rate of gain between 1899 and
1901- in -the - output .of . Minnesota cream-
erie= is long kept up, other states which
have already yielded to Minnesota in
quality will have to look out for the quanti-
ty laurels. Ten per cent a year will count
up amazingly fast.

The Dukhobors seem to have had all
the wandering they want in cold weather.
There seems to be a tendency, now that
they are, back in their homes, to sénd the
wandering Inspiration into retirément un-
til the weathef is more favorable, at least.

The Chinese Bogey. ;

At the farewell dinner given to the
Chinese minister a few days ago Mr. J.
J. ‘Hill sounded a loud alarm _regatrdlng
the menace of China in the future. “SBome
of our friends in China,’”” he said, “may
wake up and be ‘too ‘wide awake for us.
God help us if ever they get started and
turn their attention. to the prqduc;lon
of articles that enter into’the commerce
of the world. ¢ *.* If they enter into
the manufacturing and commercial rela-
‘tions of the world, 'depend upon it you
will hear from them. They will' make
their mark. will you in turn be compelled
to put up a Chinese wall?”

The Upited States has already put up
a pretty efiective wall agamst the Chi-
nese. Our tariff barrier is just as high
on the Pacific coast as on the Atlantie,
and we have .csides the Chinese exelu-
slon law. We are therefore protected
against the made-in-China goods as well
as those made in America by Chinamen.
But as vyet there is nothing made in
China that would compete in our markets
to our serious detriment, even If there
were no tariff wall. Chinese competition,
if ever, is to be a peril of the future. The
influx of Chinese laborers into this coun-
try was once a very positive peril, but
thanks to the exclusion law we have
avoided it. =

But we are not so sure that Mr. Hill
is right when he predicts great danger to

ment of China.  He proceeds on the
theory that without consuming any more
of the goods of othar nations than at
present, without raising their own stand-
ard of living, or rate of wages, the Chi
nese will be able to become so efficlent
in manufacturing as to be a menace to
the rest of the world. But by the time
the Chinaman has ceme to be equal in
efficlency to the American workman, he
will not be the Chinaman of to-day.- He
will consume vastly more than he does
to-day and will be a more liberal buyer
as well as a larger seller.

The truth is that some very erroneous
ideas are generally entertained .concern-
ing international commerce. We talk so
much nowadaya’ about commercial inva-
sions that we are beginning to think that
they are really to be compared to inva-
sions by armed forces. A little while ‘ago
we thought that with our enormous fa-
vorable balance of trade we were drain-
ing Europe of its wealth, but now we
are generally convinced that that balance
is just as favorable to Europe as to us.
We simply use it_to pay -our debts, while
Burope enjoys the use of the $600,000,000
worth of materials we send In lam‘e‘part
to her over and above our imports. When
one man discharges a debt he owes to
another the transaction is thought to he
mutually advantageous.

International trade is nofhing but an
exchange of products. If exchange ceases
to be possible both directly and indirect-
ly, trade ceases. If Europe did not have
vast sums of money Invested here,: if
Americans did not” spend ldrge sums in
‘Hurope, if European ships were not car-
rylng our frejght ‘for us, if we bought
nothing from Europe we 'wou'l,d not long
continue to sell to Europe. When inter-

the rest of the world from ‘the develop-

national trade exlsts it is for interna-
tional good. The Chinese will hardly be
able to sell to us in that mythical time
when they are to beat us in Industry, un-
less we buy from them, and we can't buy
from them long If their competition ruins
us.

“Reddy'" Coherl pleads gullty, Let us
see, wasn't it this same “Reddy” that was
80 virtuously indignant because he was
treated llke other arrested persons?

Public Convenience.

The proposed federation of the various
Minneapolls sectional improvement asso-
ciations will not have to look long for
something to do. One of the tasks it
could take up would be the establishment
of public convenience stations. “The pur-
pose might be realized through an organ-
ized campaign that would stir the city
government up to undertaking the work,
or the association might itself build such
a station.

The Merchants’ association of $San
Francisco, which appears to be about as
lively and progressive a public-purpose
organization as can be found in the
United States, has in this matter of pub-
lic convenience statlons set an example
that bodies doing a public work else-
where can profit by, Feellng the need of
convenience stations the association, not
being able to persuade the city authorities
to take up the work, built one such station
itself and presented it to the city on con-
dition that the park board maintain it.
It is an underground station, has a de-
partment for each sex, and cost $5,000.

It is well known that American cities
are far behind European citles in respect
of providing stations for the physical con-
venlence of the publie.
almost unknown in this country, yet the
need for them 1is even greater than in
FEurope, because an American city doubt-
less has many more visitors daily than a
European city of corresponding size. } a

The absence of these conveniendes
doubtless causes much physical discom-
fort and misery to the thousands of vis-
itors Minneapolis has in times of large
conventions, state fairs, football games.
ete. . Other American cities are beginning
to wake up on this subject and Minne-
apolis ought to be in the van.

That man Folk, county atterney and
prosecutor for the state at St. Louis, is
a wonder. He was elected to his present
position by some of the very men whom
he is now prosecuting. He appears to be
a qulet, unassuming sort of fellow and
probably he was counted upon to develop
defective eyesight in case anything irreg-
ular should come within the range of
vision. He has not hesitated, however,
to do his duty. Last week he sent a mil-
lionaire to ‘the penitentiary for bribery,
and he has several more apparently tick-
eted for the same place. They tell a story
about him which illustrates his imper-
turbability. He was in New York, and,
having a desire to see things, was invited
to a small dinner where he was seated
beside the notorious Mary MacLane. Five
minutes after the party sat down to din-
ner Mary broke out, loud enough for every
one at the table to hear and intended for
the entire company, with the exclamation,
“Some one talk to me; I am bored to
death; this man does not interest me a
little bit.”” Such a blast would have
knocked over an ordinary fellow, but it
seemed not to have fazed Polk, who mani-
fested no concern. 5

The university board of atheletic control
acted wisely and generously yesterday in
voting to pay for the transportation of the
university band to Ann Arbor for the Mich-
igan-Minnesota game on Thanksgiving
Day. The appropriation will meet with
public approval. It is a pretty tough
commentary on a morning paper as a
news medium that it started a subscription
list. this morning to do what the board
had already voted to do. However, "the
funds that may be realized from that sub-
scription can be well applied in meeting
the personal expenses of the members of
tﬁe band, outside of transportation, which
they will have to meet themselves, unless
their friends assist them.

The confusion of the senators who tried
to force a cheap dollar on the people of the
Philippines ought to be so complete by
this time that the gold standard should
prevall at the next sesslon of congress.
The bottom has dropped out of silver and
is still fallihg. In Manila it takes $2.50
sllver to get $1 gold and the'depreciation
has already cost the insular government
$1,000,000. The Philippine dollar was to
be an Imitation of the English Straits set-
tlement dellar, and now they are talking
of withdrawing that. =

The Albany Argus declares that Dave
Hill s the Jonah of the New York dem-
ocracy, and is in favor of throwing hi:g
overboard. . The Tammany Times of New
York says that it is unable to tell whether
the Argus is “on the square,” or merely
trying to create sympathy for Mr. HIIL
But whatever may be the condition of the
Argus, it is plain that the Tammany or-
gan has all it wants of “our great state
leader."

St. Paul is to have the next irrigation
convention. If Minneapolis does not soon
‘take & hand In pushing irrigation, the east
wlll get the impression that national irri-
‘gation is a child of St. Paul, and the west
will be convinced that Paul is the patron
saint of Irrigationists. It has been main-

ta.lnéd at times that St. Paul was dead,

Such stations are

but every once In awhile signs o't lite
may be seen there.

Kazazls, the new president of the Uni-
versity of Athens, urges his students to
carry Greek patriotlsm to the limit of
madness. “Hate = your enemlies,” he
preaches, “and pursue them even unto
death.”  The only pursuit of this kind
that has taken place in Greece of recent
years was that of the Greeks by the
Turks.

The suggestion advanced in The Jour-
nal’s news columns yesterday that a
market in linseed oil futures be estab-
lished by the Minneapolls chamber of
commerce is an excellent one. Any idea
that tends to make Minneapolis a trade
center is worthy of realization.

g Tﬁe "l_ﬂbnp-areill Man E

Casually Observed.
After mature consideration Mr. Cohen
finds, much to his surprise, that he was
guilty after all,

“‘Anxious Birdie"” writes Miss Fairfax
to know if she may have a gentleman
caller two or three times a week. Why,
Birdie, yes; seven times a week in the ice
cream season, and.without moulting a
feather!

Elder Basford has returned to South Da-
kota and butted into the Redfield Press.
We look to see the Press throw off sparks
every time the elder's trolley touches the
wire.

This column has no use for foothall. But
if we should beat Michlgan Thanksgiving
Day—*** 11!l 1** __xx!!! Whoop!

They wanted the ‘president to shoot. a

tied bear! They don't know our chief
executive. His brand of sport is different
from that.

Such patent truth is‘rarely found in love
letters as was uncovered in the Chicago
case where DBilly Pike signed himself
“Lovingly, your Little Donkey.”  Donk
fell down when he aflowed these epistles

to get iifto court, - n

Rev. Dr. Fox of .Chicago says the dudes’
only accomplishment is the art ‘‘of throw-
ing cigarette smoke Into their hollow
heads in'a hopeles§ chase after brains.”
The doctor neyer saw the dude stand off
his taflor. 'This is fineart.

Lt B W

A Chicago man who owned 'a flat tried
to “fire” his janitot"&hd found he couldn't
do it, as the autocrat belonged to the jan-
itor’s union.

The czarina has melancholia. How
would you feel'If you had marrled a czar?

A nasty play called. *“The Wild .Rose" is.

cauvsing excitement im Chicago.” As it is
making money, it is doing what the Cleve-
land Plain Dealer "calls ‘striking pay
d’rt-O. -

The Chicago teachers have joined the

Federation' of Labor. When teacher
strikes it is hades for the small boy.

“Tobasco Eggs' is a late receipt in the
household column. - Break two eggs in a
pint of tobasco sauce, shake well, and
drink before breakfast as'an appetizer. It
will make your hair grow.

White House Mistakes.

The “knocks" on the repairs to the
‘White House are said to be exaggerated.
Colonel Bingham, the superintendent of
public buildings and grounds at Washing-
ton, did not get the job, and as the Massa-
chusetts firm that did proved to be very
autocratic, a knockers™ club was started.
Two stories, that the architect tried to run
the grand stairrease into the wall and that
the chimneys were connected with the
sewer, were denfed, but after these efforts
the Massachusells men became wise and
refused to talk. It may be stated, how-
ever, that the cellar stairs were not re-
placed by two upright poles for the colored
cook to slide down, as the firemen do in
engine-houses.  Neither was the parlor
register connected- with the cold air in-

take. All these stories are much exag-
gerated,
The Merry Note of the Short.
There is uneasiness in Chicago and

connected towns .over a rumor that
Mr, Gates of New York has all the Decem-
ber corn in his crib and has the paper
promises of a large number of shrewd
gentlemen who are active in the grain pit
to deliver him several million bushels more
corn than there 13 in sight, which corn, it
would seem, they must now purchase of
Mr. Gates at Mr. Gates' price. And Mr.
Gates thinks that corn is worth more.

Another forehanded and shrewd busi-
ness man of St. Louis, by name of
Cleage, also holds several million dollars’
worth of promises of a similar kind and
values his corn highly,

If these facts are as represented, we
may shortly hear the cheerful note of the
short as he bids up the price of the com-
modity in which he is so seriously inter-
ested. :

It is not so surprising that there should
be a crop of ‘“‘shorts" every few years, but
thut there should be three crops a year,
right along, Indicates remarkably fertile
soll’ for the fat and lazy agriculturists
with side whiskers who crop the Chicago
Board of Trade's patrons.

THE CANDIDATE CARD

‘What is the little square of white
That flutters up the street?
. It's a candidate card.
What is it lights the gas at night
- And starts the morning _heat?
! . It's a ‘eandidate card.
What Is it fills your pockets till you dump
. them out somewhere?
What s it that the half-tones of some well
" known faces bear?
What is it stuck in cornerwise to greet
you everywhere?
e, It's the candidate's card.
What is it will.be mighty cheap
Some thirty. days fre now?
i It's the candidate’s card.
‘What then will make the rubbish heap
Look bigger, anyhow?
It's the candidate’s card.
What then will give each 'also ran’” a
deeply-seated pain,
By calling to his’ memory the thing he
didn't gain?
What could you give such chap to make
him swear with might and main?
. Why—a candldate’s card.
—S. W. Gilllan in Los Angeles Herald.

MINNESOTA POLITICS

A visitor in Bt. Padl yesterday and to-
day would think the legislature was about
to meet, instead of being seven weeks in
the future. The unusual actiity among
house members has been brought on by the
“sooner” ‘tactics of the Babcock people,
who started in early with the intention of
rushing the other candidates off their feet.
They had secured a long lead before any
other candidate in the field had even se-
cured the Indorsement of his own dis-
trict. The speakership contest naturally
involves all the others, and stirs up candi-
dates for every place to activity. On the
‘speakership outcome depends committec
assignments, and every member is natur-
ally concerned. Each man wants an in-
slde track and good recognition from the
speaker. b

Dr. Babcock says he has made absolutely
no promises. That Is- literally true. He
has not pledged himself to any course of
action, as far as committees are concerned.
It would manifestly be wrong to tie one's
self up, There is nothing to prevent him,
however, from “indicating" what his in-
tentions are in regard to this or that Bom-
mittee, and this or that appointment. He
has certaln ideas on these subjects, and
has expressed them in an indefinite sort of
way in the last few days.

Two Good Places to FIll.

Jullus Schmahl will have to get two new
assistant clerks. The old ones who served
the last house both got themselves elected
to apunty offices. George H. Spear, who
was first assistant clerk, is now county at-
torney of Itasca county. Jens Arneson
was elected county auditor of Grant
county. Both will be missed at this ses-
sion. W. E. Verity, who succeeded Mr.
Spear at the extma session, is Dr. Bab-
cock’s right hand man, and will be at-
tached to the house staff in some capacity,
probably as speaker's clerk.

Babcock men, to force the seventh dis-
trict im line, started talk yesterday about a
candidate for chief clerk against Schmahl.
Magnus Norman of St. Paul was sug-
gested. The old members favor Schmahl,

however, and Hennepin's action last ev-’

ening practically settles it for him.

Schurman Wants a Recount.

C. B. Schurman, a republican member of
the last house from the thirty-fifth dis-
trict, Ramsey county, was defeated for
re-election, on the face of the returns.
He has flled a contest, however, and de-
mands a recount. Anthony Yoerg, demo-
crat, leads him by sixty-seven votes. One
precinet which had 277 voters only reports
197 cast on representative. Mr. Schurman
conceives that this must be an error, and

that the eighty votes might go to him,
electing him.

A 8t. Paul candidate for postmaster of
the house has appeared in Mrs. George A.
Van Smith, wife of the well known news-
paper man. Mrs. Van Smith was one of
t?e house stenographers at the extra ses-
sion,

-—Charles_s B. Cheney.

AMUSEMENTS

““The Penitent"” at the Metropolitan.

“The Penitent” is so bad that it is
funny. These who have been beguiled by
the glitter of Hall Caine’s reputation and
the memory of “The Christian's" success
into seeing ‘“The Penitent" get  their
money's worth by accepting the perform-
ance as a huge joke. Fach time the cur-
tain goes down, the tittering through the
audience becomes more audible and the
smiles grow broader. Even the actors on
the stage, conscious of the absurd bad-
ness of the performance, sometimes join
in the merriment and before the final
climax comes the house is fairly gusty
with laughter.

The combination is really irresistible.
The story is as hectic as Hall Caine could
make it and whoever dramatized it—prob-
ably the redoubtable Mr. Caine himself—
emphasized its febrile features in the
stage version. Played irreproachably by
experienced and clever Akctors, it would
still be the reductio ad absurdum of melo-
drama. But put in the hands of the in-
competents who figure In the present pro-
duction; it is funnier than most comedies.
About the funniest of the unconsclous co-
medians is E. F. McBurney who ‘“doubles”
two old men and makes his greatest hit
as the old parson. Almost equally funny
is Myles McCarthy wlio plays the villain in
a silk hat, which he polishes with indus-
trious eynicism. The hill

of the play
avouches that Myles is “specially en-
gaged.”” Probably for his vacuous smile,

which is certainly worth any manager's
while to acquire at a high salary. Curi-
cusly enough, while the comedy is un-
wittingly furnished by those in the cast
who are trying had to be serlous, the sol-
emn moments are those when the profes-
slonal comedians are doing their best to
be funny.

There are one or two honorable excep-
tions to these strictures, notably. Maud
Clare Shaw, a Minneapolis girl who shows
‘talent in the leading feminine-role under
most discouraging conditions,

—W. B. Chamberlain.

“On the Suwanee Rlver” at the Bljou.

“On the Suwanee River,” a meiodrama

of the southland which pleased Bijou
patrons last season, has returned to that
playhouse this week, with Miss Stella
Mayhew still in the cast as Aunt Lindy
and with practically the same company
that won success a year ago. Miss May-
hew is one of the many young Wwomen
who have gone out of Minneapolis with-
in the past ten years to seek a livellhood
and fame upon the stage. She is a grad-
uate of the Central high school and
made this city her home for a number of
vears, She has made a pronounced hit
in the character of the old negro mammy
and she deserves the success that has
come to her, for her Aunt Lindy is a
cleverly developed plece of work, con-
sistently presented and nicely rounded
out. '
As for the play itself, it is a melodrama
of the current school, supplled with the
usual number of thrills which are brought
about with- the usual disregard of the
probabilities. Battle, murder and sudden
death dre all in evidence. The villain
is a miser. The heroine becomes blind
and her cousin an idiot, while her guard-
fan iz killed off early in' the play. How-
ever, much may be, nay, must be forgiven
in ‘melodrama, and *“On the Suwanee
River' s . not a bad play of its kind,

The piece s well staged and the com-
pany, on- the whole, satisfactory. A col-
ored quartet, which appears at Intervals
throughout the four acts, is more remark-
able for its comedy than its musica] abil-
ity. —J. 8. Lawrence.

“A Texas Steer” at the Lyceum,

Comedy succeeds melodrama at the Ly-
ceum theater this week, where the Fer-
ris company has revived Hoyt's most suc-
cessful comedy, “A Texas Steer.” This
play is the best ever turned out from the
Hoyt workshop, and its revival has been
attended with consplcuous success.
Hoyt's clever lines and his satirical com-
ments on American politics never went
better than they did last ‘night, and, al-
though the action of the plece dragged. at
times, the production on the whole was
distinctly ecreditable.

The patronage accorded the Ferris com-
pany the past month has been most satis-
factory, and Mr. Ferris has now given
further evidence that he Intends to build
up an organization of players worthy of
approval. Sunday night Ben Johnson, an
agtor who has appeared with success in
support of such stars as Richard Mans-
field and the late Alexander Salvini, and
who was, for a long time, assoclated with
the Dearborn stock company of Chicago,
joined the Ferris forces and made his
local debut.as Major Yell.

Mr. Johnson 1s a player of ability in a
large range of parts. Minneapolis thea-
ter-goers will probably remember him best
as the old man in Mansfield’s production
of “The Devil's Disclple.” Heretofore,
the Ferris company has been without an
experienced actor capable of assuming old
man parts; and his coming therefore will

strengthen the organization at a point]

From Understudy to S taf’ -'

By RICHARD KANN

[Copyright, 1902, by T. C. MeClure.]

'The understudy clause in her contract
was Its one redeeming feature. Without
that she would never have survived the
twelve weeks of “one night.”” The hope
that some night she would be given an
opportunity to sing the prima donna role
buoyed her up.

But mere ambition was not alone re-
sponsible for her wish _to make-an en-
trance with the full ehorus dressed ‘‘up
stage’” to do her honor, to sing the ‘““Moon
Song” that was always encored and to
get first mention In the newspaper for
criticisms next day. There was some-
thing else quite as potent as ambition.
It was a promise that if she remained a
chorus girl for another season she would
return to Bond Hill and the man with the
large acreage whom her parents had se-
lected,

And so, with a week stand in Denver
looming up two days ahead, the season
half over and no nearer to the leading
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‘‘SHE CALLED HIM OVER TO HER SIDE OF
THE CAR."

role than when she left the east, she
was frightfully blue, so gloomy, in fact,
that she decided to tell Ned. He was the
leading barltone. He had no need to be
gloomy, and, more than that, he was es-
sentially resourceful. She called him to
her side of the car. ‘

“I haven't told you before,”” she began,
“becanse I wasn't sure, but this is my
last season.”

“Wait until we begin to play the week
stands,”” he said hopefully. *“You'll feel
better then.”

He noticed suddenly that the leaves of
the book in her lap were splotched with
something. He looked up at her eyes. A
rain clad smile greeted him.

"It is really true,” she said. Then she
told him. )

“And the other man,"” he asked anxious-
Iy—*'don’t you care for him?"

“I have promised,” she said tearfully.
“He is very nice, but I don’t love him.
Th ey didn't like me to go out this season,
but you know how hopeful I was. 1
thought that something might happen so
that I could sing Miss Burton’'s role at
least once, and if 1 sing it well"—

“And If nothing does.,”” he interrupted,
“you will go back to Bond Hill and actu-
ally marry him?" .

“I've given up hoping,” she said. “Noth-
ing wil.”

“Something might,” he said.
something did?"”

Her hand lay passive in his,

The next day they reached Drexel, the
last “‘one night'’ before the week at Den-
ver.

“Observe,” she said to Ned, “the one
carriage at the station.”

“It is in Miss Burton's contract,” said
Ned “that she is to have a carriage to and
from her hotel to the stations at every
stand. It is one of the advantages of
being a prima donna." i

“Suppose

x : ;

As she looked somewhat enviously at the
carrying out of the clause of the con-
tract that stogd in her way, so to speak,
a bustling advance man hurried to the
carriage and ordered the driver to be at
Miss Burton’s hotel in time to make the
10:20 train for Denver Monday morning.

“I shall walk,” she sald sadly, *“and
‘and I shall carry a little brown bag. After
I have walked to probably a hundred
more trains I shall at last walk to a train
to Bond Hill, where, ever after, I shall
ride In carriages.” ‘

*You told me,” said Ned, “that if you
ever had a chance to sing the lead Bond
Hill would be postponed. And then per-
haps''—

“Little boy,” she interrupted, “I'm not
to have a chance to sing it. And I've re-
hearsed it until I've two more notes than
I had at the beginning of the season.”

*If you could sing it In Denver,"” he said
soberly, “they might engage vou for some-
thing better—if you sang it to please
them,' he added.

“If I sang it to please them indeed,” shes
pouted. Then the tears welled up. *“It
isn't a question of singing it well, Ned,"
she declared. “It's a question of singing
it at all. I only want the chance—only the
chance.”

“If you sang it to-morrow night,”” he
began, “you would have been a prima
donna, if only for a night. Then you
wouldn't need to go back to Bond Hill,
and there wouldn't be any reason why
you and I—"

“If any dire thing happens to Miss Bur-
ton,” she declared, “and I do sing tomor-
row night, then there will be no reason
why I shouldn't do anything."”

“Then you promise?’ he asked her,

“Doesn't Miss Burton look heaithy and
strong?"" she answered.

There was confusion on the train carry-
ing the company from Drexel to Denver
before twenty-five miles of the 200-mila
run over the mountains had been covered.
No prima donna was on board, nor was
there another train reaching Denver be-
fore 9:30 that night, which was too late
to hold a curtain for anvone, Miss Bur-
ton for the first time that season had
missed a train. There seemed to be no
other solution.

“I told the man to call for her with a
carriage at 10:20,"" reiterated the advance

n to everybody. “I couldn't do any-
thing more.”

“It begins to look,” said Ned, “as if you
might be forced to sing the part to-night.”

The managers thought so, too. She
was taKen by them to the baggage car,
where trunks were hurriedly overhauled.
Miss Burton's costumes, she knew would
not fit her., So they were ruthlessly cut
up and cut down agaln to fit. In fact,
she was so busy with the gowns and the
music, which she ran over while she was
being fitted, that she was at the theater
almost before she had time to think of
anything, even of Ned.

Denver didn't know that the very pretty
girl who got three encores for the *JMoon
Song"” was not Miss Burton. Denver
didn't know Miss Burton anyway, so why
tell it that it was hearing an understudy?
thought the managers. But somehow
when the dramatic men got back to their
offices they found that some one had tele-
phoned during their absence that DMisa
Burton had missed the train at Drexel,
and that they had heard her understudy.

“We trust,”” one of them wrote tha
next nworning, “that Miss Bondhill, who
apepared in Miss Burton's stead last night
will continue in the part during the week.
It would be hardly possible to improve
upon her work.” )
| Miss Burton, greatiy excited, arrived at
| the theater in time to see the last act.

“It seems. to me,” she said. “that that
horrid eabman purposly missed the train,
It wouldn't surprize me to learn that soma
one had bribed him to.leave me behind,™
she finished. .

“Ned, did you hear what she =aid?" the
understudy whispered.

“It occurred to me at Drexel,” rephed
Ned blandly. “that it might be possible
io do what she suggested was done.”

“Ned, you don't mean”—she began.

“I mean,” he interrupted, “when you
sign your next prima donna contract don’t
have inserted in it a carriage clause.
Some one else who didn’'t wish to return
to Bond Hill might do it to you, and al-
though I can't offer you carriages and
acreage I can offer you a''—

“I don't care for carriages anyway,”
she said.

where it was weakest. With Miss Maude
Gillbert, who arrived a week ago, Mr.
Johnson should do much to add to the
merit of Ferris productions. He is a St.
Paul man and well known among the so-
ciety folk of the down-river town.

Until its revival this week, “A Texas
Bteer” had never been presented here by
a stock orgapization, nor at popular
prices. Whadt is more, it has been ab-
sent from the local stage for several years
and, if last night's audience 1s to be nc-
cepted as a criterion, the play's return is
most welccme,

In his characterization of Maverick
Brander Mr. Ferris has wisely attempted
no copy of Tim Murphy. He plays
Brander in his own way and plays him
effectively. It i1s a matter for regret that
Miss Hayward should have been cast as
Bossy. The part should have gone to
Miss Cecil. Miss Hayward's popularity
in Minneapolis is no longer in question
and, although the leading woman of the
company, she should not have playved the
leading feminine role in this particular
plece. It would have been better if she
had remained out of the cast entirely.
Stock companies cannot be conducted
successfully when favoritism is shown in
the allotment of parts and Mr. Ferris is
too experienced a manager to be in ignor-
ance of that fact.

Ben Johnson as Major Yell, W. H. Mur-
doch as Brassy Gall and W. D. Corbett
as the “Minister to Dahomey' all con-
tributed good impersonations of their re-
spective roles, although Mr. Corbett was
occasionally unintelligible and struggled
obviously with his negro dialect. The
Lieutenant Fairleigh Bright of Herbert
Brennon was only dimly bright at its best.
Miss Cecll was out of place as Dixle, and
failed to realize the part, even in the
minor detail of costume.

—J. 8. Lawrence.

Two SDﬁrces of Bryan’s Wealth.
Aberdeen (8. D.) News.

William J. Bryan is reported to have
said that he has donatefl $19,000 to fusion
campaign funds in different parts of the
country. Talk about your plutocrats;
how is that for an example of a man try-
ing to carry elections by the use of
money? But after all, it is only right that
Mr. Bryan should prove his gratitude by
contributing liberally to the fusion cause.
Fusion Is one cause of hls abundant
wealth. Republican prosperity is the
other., The fusion movement gave him
the advertlsing necessary to attract large
crowds, and republican prosperity en-
riched the people so they can spare the
Lnoney to be entertalned by the Nebras-

an,

v BOOKER T. WASHINGTON.

Brooklyn Eagle.
The negro is likely to do the heavy work
of the south permanently. The better he
can do it the more helpful he is to him-
self and to the whites, among whom he

" must live and by whom he must be gov-

erned. Industrial development comes be-
fore political independence In the evolu-
tlon of every race, Our attempt to stand
the pyramid on its head in the south has
resulted in hopeléss failure. While white
statesmen, north and south, looked on at
the ruin with helpless hands, it remained
for this great black man to build the
foundations broad and strong’ for a soclal
order that wlll endure. R
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LITERARY NOTES

Charles Scribner’'s Sons have issued a
volume of Quiller-Couch's entertaining
stories entitled *“The White Wolf, and
Other Fireside Tales.” The title story is
a legend of Greenland and of Peter Kurt's
landing on a paradise in the ever-frozen
sea. “Sindbad on Burrator.” "“The Cel-
lars of Rueda,” “The Haunted Cellar,”

“The HBurglary Club.” are good examples
of “Q's" versalility, from the eerie to the
modern humorous. And there are others.
For sale in Minneapolis by N. McCarthy.
Price $1.00.

Booth ' Tarkington and Charles Major,
whose books have been successfully dram-
atlzed' are now writing directly for the
stage.

Dr. Hastings and his assistants have
completed the dictionary of the Bible upon
which they have been engaged for six
vears. The apocryvphal books are included
in the Oid Testament portlion of the work,
which is very wide in its scope and con-
servative in its tone. *

The late Frank Norris, who died at the
age of 32, was rising rapidly to literary
distinction when he passed away. His
studies of various phases of California
life, as in “Shanghaled” =and “Mc-
Teague,”" indicated his talent in literary
construction and famillarity with his
fleld. «*The Octopus’™ was a strong novel
—the first volume of a series he intended
to write ‘'on the trust problem.

The Atlanta Constitution makegs this
suggestion to Bishop Spalding: "“Why
didn’t Bishop Spalding write that poem of
his on *‘The Mellow, Hazy Days’ in dia-
lect? He'd have had so much more ‘lib-
erty'—so to say—{for instance:
There’'s something in this mazy,
weather fine,

That sers yer soul to singin’ t1ll the angels waut
to jine;

There's the blue smoke that Is curlin® from =&
hundred happy huts—

The- whistle o' the partridge,
ripened nuts.

“And so on. But far be it from us to
presume to dictate to a bishop.”

Professor Harry Thurston Pack charges
Mr. Howells with unjust discrimination
against many American writers in his
“Literature and Life,” by omitting their
names and praising his own friends. Pro-
fessor Peck ought to know the idiosyncra-
sies of Mr. Howells by this time.

“With Force and Arms"” is a story of
the irrational Salem witchcraft craze, by
Howard Garis, a Newark, N. J., newspaper
man, this being his first book (New York:
J. 8. Ogilvie Publishing company, 57 Rose
street. Illustrated). As the title Indi-
cates, there is abundance of action, and
the storv moves rapidly along. The hero-
ine Lucille seems to have been worth the
er heart which involves her
lovers, and the hero, notably, in fighting,
persistent und perilous.

Houghton, Mifflin & Co. have issued a
very bright story of an inventor entitled
“Uncle Charley,” by Zephine Humphrey
(Minneapolis: N. McCarthy. Price $1.25),
whose niece is his good angel and adorer,
and with whom he is in perfect sympathy.
The workshop of the visionary uncle is a
central point of attraction and the dog
Grip is not the least interesting character
in the book. There is a deep and beauti-
ful pathos in the closing chapters, when
Unele Charley’s genius emigrates to the
“sweet and blessed country,” there to ex-
pand gloriously. AT E by A 0 gh=d
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