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IN A NUTSHELL 
Some of Oklahoma's Qualifications for Statehood. 

The probable admission of Oklahoma as a state, a t the 
present session of congiess develops unusual interest in the 
qualifications of that territoiy for statehood 

1 In the first place, Oklahoma has a larger population than 
several states of the Union. For instance, North Dakota, 
Wyoming, Idaho, Rhode Island South Dakota, Utah, Florida, 
Delaware, Nevada, New Hampshire, Vermont, Montana and 
Oregon all have less population Oklahoma has 541,480 In
habitants, a gain of 143,149 during the past year There is 
an average of 14 peisons to the square mile Although it 
contains quite a j iumber of Indians, the percentage of illiter
acy is 5H. while only 4 per cent of the population is foreign 
born 

The -valuation of property returned for taxation in 1902 
was $72,677,423 The territorial tax l e w for 1902 was 7 4-5 
mills, the property yaluatlon is a t a rate of about one-fourth 
of the true value 

The territory's indebtedness June SO, 1902, was $466,950, 
or about 80 cents per capita s 

Last year 2,968,000 acres of land were settled upon, there 
remain 3,769,000 acres open to settlement, mostly grassing 
lands in western counties Oklahoma has provided well for 
her public school system, having set apart 2,056 000 acres, 
all of which Is leased, producing a revenue of moie than 
$400 000 annually. 

In 1901 school -was taught in 2,278 districts, the average 
session being ninety-seven days The enrollment was 112,048 
white children and 4,928 negroes _ r , 

In Oklahoma there is a railroad main line mileage of 
1,413 miles, 500 miles of new railroad were built during the 
past \ ear, and more railway building is now underway than 
ever before in the history of the territory Charters for 
twenty-three railway companies were issued during the year 

The chief products of Oklahoma are wheat, cotton and 
live stock The climate Is about that of Tennessee 
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The President's Message. 

It is a common remark that no one 
reads a president's message except the 
man who edits the copy and the proof
readers in the newspaper offices 

Tha> cannot be said of the message 
Which went to congress to-day Presi
dent Roosevelt s message will be read 

In the first place, it is short, as presi
dent s messages go, and in the next place 
he has something to say which the people 
want to hear 

Not very many messages have been 
awaited with as much interest by the 
business world as that which has been 
manifested in Mr Roosevelt's deliverance 
to day Some apprehension has been felt 
in certain business circles on account of 
It and yesterday the stock market was 
slightly affected by the uncertainty as to 
what the president would say about the 
tariff and the trusts^ Business gen
erally has not halted but the speculative 
market always sensitive to the slight
est influence, has exhibited some nerv-
pusness for some days over conflicting re
ports as to what the message would con
tain! 

And now we have the document itself 
which seems to us to be a most admirable 
communication from the chief executive 
to the legislative department. In the 
first place, it is not radical but conserva
tive, and yet with all Its conservatism it 
Is vigorous, positive, certain and un
equivocal 

It Is also readable As a piece of good 
English it Is a credit to the office fiom 
which it proceeds I t will be a gratifica
tion to educated Americans everywhere 
tha t their chief executive is not only a 
man of affairs, but so much a man of 
letters that this message in point of liter
ary finish and vigor is a model. 

But, of course, the great interest cen
ters in what Mr Roosevelt has to say 
about the trusts and about the tariff. 
'With some preliminary remarks relat
ing to the happy conditions of prosperity 
which we now enjoy, and the heavy re
sponsibilities which have devolved upon 
our government and our people, there is 
sounded an Inspiring note of courage, 
self-reliance, and resolute purpose which 
should and will serve as a powerful 
stimulus to right action on the part of 
the people and their representatives 
There is manifested a degiee of confi
dence In the people themselves which 
•should lift their own courage and hail 
them on to a willing and cheerful and 
conscientious discharge of those great 
duties which the trend of world events 
has imposed upon them 
? The first specific proposition Is the trust 
* problem Here there Is given no pign of 
hostility to great enterprises, no sugges
tion of a spirit of destructiveness, no 
' "mashing of the trusts " "We are not" 
sav& the president, "attacking the cor
porations but endeavoring to do away 
with anv evil in them, we are not hostile 
to them, we are merely determined that 
they shall be so handled as to subserve 
the public good "We draw the line against 
misconduct, not against wealth " 

Again he warns against "blindness to 
the historical truth that wise evolution is a 
sure safeguard against revolution " ' Ex
perience has shown that this is true of 
the political world, there is no reason td 
doubt its t ruth as to the commercial 

*~ The president stands upon the proposl 
<tion that congress has the power to regu-
Jlate interstate commerce with no limita 
r 
tions other than those prescribed by the 

chief executive goes before the national 
congress to say that no longer are we to 
lely upon the inadequate and limited pow
ers of the states to regulate operations 
which are carried on bevond state boun
daries, that the problem is one to be 
treated and disposed of by federal action, 
and that the power of the federal govern
ment is adequate to protect the people 
against any misuse of corporate power 

The president does not believe it neces
sary to wait for a constitutional amend
ment before making a beginning although 
willing to concede that constitutional 
amendment might aid bv the enlarge
ment of the powers of congress in the di
rection m which further experience may 
suggest. He has llttls faith in tanff revi
sion as a remedy for trust evils but urges 
the treatment of the trust question quite 
apart from tarift rev ision and this is un
doubtedly the "ripest < oncluslon of the best 
judgment of the country on the s u b j e c t -
that in the main trust regulation must be 
accomplished outside of and beyond the 
scope of tariff influences, many trusts be
ing entirely unaffected by tariff conditions 

Upon the subject of the revision of the 
tariff, the president s recommendation^ 
are conservative and judicious While 
recognizing that the tariff is an institu
tion to be treated from "the standpoint 
solely of our business needs," he would 
take scrupulous care that there be no "dis
location of our system " He urges consid
eration of the pending reciprocity treaties 
and suggests that if it be Impossible to 
ratify them, and no warrant exists for the 
endeavor to execute others, the same end 
may be met by direct legislation He 
adheres to his recommendation of a tariff 
commission, although he does not urge it 
as an essential part of the machinery of 
tariff revision 

On the subject of Cuban reciprocity, 
the president has taken no backward steps 
since he stood bravely and firmly for the 
Cuban reciprocity bill m the last session 
He cites the fact that in a sense,*Cuba 
has become a part of our international 
political system and this makes it neces
sary that in return she should be given 
some of the benefits of becoming a part 
of our economic system It is, he says, 
"from our own standpoint a short-sighted 
and mischievous policy to fail to recog
nise this need " He urges the moral obli
gation also and suggests the value of 
fair and generous treatment of Cuba as 
an assurance to all our sister nations on 
the American continent that we are dis
interested and sincere friends 

In this message the president makes no 
reference in detail to our foreign rela
tions, those chapters usually given to a 
rehearsal of our relations with foreign 
countries, reciting events that are gener
ally well-known, are wisely omitted, but 
in addition to the particular subjects al
ready referred to he commends to con
gress consideration of our monetary sys
tem, with a view of providing one more 
automatic and more readily adjusted to 
our varying needs The relations of capi
tal and labor are discussed in a suggestive 
and profitable vein, made the more sig
nificant, perhaps bv the recent participa
tion of the chief executive in the at tempt 
to settle the great coal strike He urges 
the creation of a department of com
merce, expresses satisfaction over the 
practical operations of The Hague trib
unal, urges progress on the Isthmian canal 
while giving the assurance tnat "no in
dependent nation in America need have 
the slightest fear of aggression from the 
United States ', expresses gratification in 
the satisfactory conditions obtaining in 
the Philippines, and commends the army 
for its important service in this connec
tion The president urges reorganization 
of the army in line with the recom
mendations of the secretary of war, and 
impressively presents to congress the 
needs of the navy, particularly from the 
standpoint of efficient manning of ships. 
In battle, he savs, "the only shots that 
count are the shots that hi t" , while we 
need more ships, we need more than more 
ships—we need more men more thorough
ly trained for their work This includes 
both officers and men 

Naturallv the president would be ex
pected to take a peculiar interest in west
ern affairs, and this adds importance and 
value to his recommendations regarding 
irrigation and the land laws, the care of 
the Indians and legislation for Alaska 

The peoole of America think better of 
Roosevelt than thev did a year ago He 
has been tried We oelieve this message 
will still further strengthen the confidence 
of the people on boatd our good ship of 
state in the man a t the helm This mes
sage breathes the spirit of action, it 
comes from a man who does things, con
gress cannot but feel the stimulus to ac
tion which pervades it 

And yet It is all so calmlv "o judici
ously and so wiselv spoken, that we are 
unable to see where any legitimate inter
est can take exception, or how the in
fluence of this important deliverance is to 
have other effect than to strengthen pub
lic confidence, confidence not only m our 
ability to utilize the most advanced 
methods and svstems and devices m our 
commercial and industrial world, but con
fidence in our ability to protect ourselves 
against harm from any of these powerful 
and gigantic forces which we have in
voked and which peculiarly distinguish 
6ur age and civilization. 

and should not be, that there Is no par
allel between the dollar and stock value 
He admits the theory is plausible, but 
insists that it Is out of the question be
cause a stock must fluctuate on its earn
ing value, and cites stocks which could 
not be bought a t par Perhaps the critic 
takes the proposition too literally Stocks 
representing property value appreciate or 
depreciate That is inevitable, of course, 
and is the result of various causes, one 
of which is management But that is no 
reason why the principle of sound stocks, 
stocks worth a t the outset what thev pur
port to be worth, is not good, and that is 
all that is contended for Unquestion
ably one of the greatest evils of oui com
mercial life to-day is cheap stocks, the 
term being used in the same sense in 
which we speak of cheap money—money 
thai pretends to be worth what it is not 

nearly all for Canadian reciprocity here 
and the ex governor could not get up a 
quarrel with anybody on that point But 
what the senator said is capable of an
other construction and therefore T h e 
J o u r n a l asked him if he had been cor
rectly quoted As to this point he said 
"ves, substantially correct " The con
nection in which this statement is made, 
however, leaves room for the inference 
that the senator meant to sav that Cana
dian reciprocity is unimpoitant and does 
not interest our people If he entertains 
any such idea as that he should spend a 
few davs here among our business men 
learning their sentiments on the subject 
of Canadian reciprocity 

Street Railway Problems. 
Street railway managers, especially 

those whose companies operate in the 
larger cities, are said to view the recent 
advances in wages by the railroads with 
some degree of nervousness Every day 
brings Its report of new railroads coming 
into line and further advances granted 
to employes At the present rate it will 
not be long before every railroad in the 
country will have shown something of an 
increase in the wage scale, and then it 
is feared a similar wave will sweep over 
the street railways Managers aie ask
ing themselves whether some line in a 
large center will start such a movement, 
or whether the disposition will be to wait 
for the men to ask an advance, on the 
argument that if the railroads can afford 
to raise the wages of employes, the street 
railways can do the same 

There is some ground for the contention 
of the street railway managers, that the 
action of the railroads should not be ex
pected to influence them It does not fol
low that, because the railroads grant in
creases, the street railways can afford to 
follow with correspondingly large ad
vances, however difficult it might be to 
make out an argument along this line that 
would be convincing to the men 

There is this important difference, that, 
while the railroads may advance freight 
rates to offset an advance in wages, the 
street railways have no such resource, 
and, having granted an increase, must see 
a falling off in earnings, or make up the 
difference by greater economy of opera
tion I t is difficult materially to increase 
the number of passengers carried, and 
too close economy in operation results in 
poor service ind brings down the exe
cration of the public 

There are- manv factors entering into 
the matter of street railway operation, or 
bearing in some way upon street railway 
earnings that the public scarcely appre
ciates in full To just what extent the 
blcjcle injured the business of the street 
railways it would be difficult to deter
mine, but it has been asserted that the 
bankruptcy of the Denver street railway 
company was due in part to decreased 
earnings following the more general use 
of the bicycle in that city ' 

Now it is the automobile that threatens 
street railway earnings There a r e some
where between R5.0D0 and 60,000 street 
railway cars in the United States Two 
vears ago there Were about 1,100 automo
biles in the country To-day there are 
said to bo 18 000 automobiles in use in 
the country, and this is probably not an 
overestimate, if the increase in the num
ber in Minneapolis in the past tw6 years 
is a fair basts for the increase in the 
country at large At this rate there will 
soon be as many automobiles as street 
cars. 

I h e automobile is y t too expensive a 
machine to enter much into competition 
with the street railways, and a majority 
of those who ride in automobiles would 
not be regular patrons of the street cars 
under old conditions But the automobile 
is being modified and cheapened from 
time to time and the same ingenuity that 
finally produced a serviceable bicycle to 
sell a t less than one-fifth the original cost 
of a good wheel may yet bring the cost 
of a serviceable automobile so low that 
Its use will not be confined to the few, but 
It may come within the reach of the man 
of very moderate income 

I'M 
(constitution; furthermore, he insists that 

^ t h i s power has not been exhausted by any 
legislation now in the statute books Cer
tainly we have made some progress in the 
handling of the trust question when t h e 

A friend of T h e J o u r n a l takes ex
ception to the ideas of Mr Bede, exploited 
in this paper recently under the head of 
"Sound Money and Sound Stocks" To 
the statement, "make your "shares of stock 

Complaint is made that our state song 
Is not sufficiently and distinctively Mm-
nesotan that our neighbors cannot ap
propriate It A Wisconsin teacher^ we are 
told, has already adapted it and adopted 
it She changes a w ord or two and makes 
it fit Wisconsin, she thinks, as well as if 
it had been 'written for that state But 
why does she do t h i s ' Ceitainly not be
cause the song Is not admirable What Is 
t h a t about imitation being the slncerest 
form of flattery' The Wisconsin teachers 
who adapt the Minnesota state song pay 
the writer and his judges a high compli
ment 

Senator Nelson's idea that high prices 
are flue quite as much in many cases to 
increased consumption as to a high tariff 
is no doubt true, but we were surprised a t 
the senator's remark quoted in T h e 
J o u r n a l yesterday with regard to Can 
adian reciprocity He was represented 
by the Washington Post as having said: 

I observed that Governor Lind, in his 
canvass in the Minneapolis district, be' 
gan to talk about reciprocity with Can
ada, but the issue did not l a s t long and 
there was practically no business in It. 
He soon dropped it and devoted himself to 
t rus ts , which occupied his attention to the 
end of the campaign 

If the senator meant that there was no 
chance for political profit that is no doubt 
true There is practically no difference 

AMUSEMENTS 
Miss Percy Haswell in "A Royal Family" 

at the Metropolitan. 
« « " ^ R w ^ F a m " y " is justly described 
on the bill of the play as a 'comedy of 
romance It belongs to the "Pusoner of 
Zenda tribe, without possessing the 
seriousness and celerity of action that 
characterized that forerunner of the new 
school of romance, but with rather more 
lightness and delicacy of humoi The 
involutions of plot that marked Anthony 
Hope s tale are wanting in this play by 
R Harris, whose story is simple and 
perspicuous In t ruth , there is so little 
doubt a t anv time as to what is about 
to happen that there Is no suspense what
ever The cleverness of the author ap
pears in the bright dialogue, the intro
duction of some odd types of character 
and the craft with which striking situ
ations are worked out The denouement, 
m spite of the fact that it is foreseen al
most from the outset, is pretty and ef
fective The one shred of uncertainty 
that remains is the question of just how 
the princess will forgive the deception 
that has been practiced and the joyous 
smile that Irradiates her face when the 
truth bursts upon her is a happy answer 
to the question 

Miss Percy Hasvfell, already a favorite 
in Minneapolis, makes more than a suc
cess of esteem as the Princess Angela a 
role first played by Annie Russell Miss 
Haswell makes of the princess just a sim
ple, spirited/ girl, unspoiled by her high 
station and full of that girlish ro r |mce 
which is the prelude to- leve The char
acter is limned witft^ijainty but unerring 
touch Her h e a r t h s never riven by 
storms of riassion a>d she makes the su
preme sacrifice as f&d.^ her with gentle 
sorrow rather than p&jpestuous grief To 
the end she is the Simple, loving, lovable 
maiden Miss HasWell knows well how 
to give the deft touch of the comedienne 
to such a characters * * 

The company is excellent The various 
more or less faTici#ut''«iKiraeWs provided 
by the author^^arel well realized—the 
fussy and, s t u S ^ o J p M e s l d h e r of police 
(Robert G> " Turner), tlie> ^.punctilious 
equerry (dbarlesr D Ifitt), the prime min
ister (Harris Forbes), and the other at
taches /of this odd*, little court Boyd 
Putnam gives a siriguarty effective im
personation of the king, upon whose mod
ernity Is embroidered with almost gro 
tesque effect certain monarchical ideas 
of the past But Mr Putnam cleverly 
avoids any tendency to burlesque and the 
comedy thus retains sufficient realism to 
ring true Another fine •» characterization 
Is that of the queen mother by Maude 
Granger, whose appreciation of the hu
mor in the old lady's acrid character is 
very lively Miss Granger mellows and 
improves with age and it would be un-
gallant to compute how many years she 
has adorned the American stage The 
cardinal of Frank Roberts is a smooth 
and benevolently diplomatic churchman 
Harry Burkhardt plays the masquerading 
prince satisfactorily, his fine carriage and 
graceful deportment serving to dissipate 
an early impression of affectation Wal
ter Crosby is successful 4 In the role of the 
priest who has fallen in love and man
fully battles with his hopeless passion 

It is unfortunate that the piece Is not 
staged a little more generously In the 
final scene It is rather disillusionizing to 
see, even in this impecunious court, the 
same two ladies acting as train-bearers 
successively to the queen mother the 
king and queen and then the princess 

—W B Chamberlain 

Olive White, as M i * Ferris, whose chief 
endeavor throughout tt» play tm to pre-
sei v e the honor of a man who h t t no con
ception of the word's meaning 

The other roles are all in good hands 
Carrie Lamont, a young woman of most 
pleasing personality, pla> s Elizabeth Bud-
ridge with daintv graciousness and charm, 
and Harry Glbbs is t?ood as the mine 
owner Even the minor roles are excel
lently handled, Francis Bonn and Thomas 
Clayton deserving special credit for the 
air of realism with which they invest the 
parts assigned them 

—J S Lawrence 

"Shenandoah" at the Lyceum. 
Bronson Howard's civil war drama of 

"Shenandoah" has been revived by the 
stock company at the Lyceum this week 
and was presented last evening before an 
audience that applauded enthusiastically 
both play and players Like good wine. 
"Shenandoah" needs no bush It has 
been presented here on half a dozen dif
ferent occasions by as many different or
ganizations Its scenes and situations are 
familiar, its characters appear in the 
guise of old friends and with its very 
dialogue we claim intimacy 

However, all this meiely proves the 
worth of the drama, for had ' Shenan
doah" been othei than an interesting play, 
admirably constructed, it could not have 
surivived Love and patriotism, the two 
strongest emotions of which humanltv is 
capable are the basic notes of the theme, 
and they are reiterated throughout in 
masterly stvle But comment unon Bron
son Howard's woik is superfluous at this 
late day, when our concern should be 
rather for the actors 

So far as the manner of its playing is 
concerned, "Shenandoah in its present 
production is a cunoiuj mixtuie of good 
and bad Some of the parts are excellent 
lv played, others are used most despite-
fully The piece is exacting It re
quires a large cast and even its minor 
roles demand attention The chief in
terest hinges about the loves of Colonel 
Kerchival West, an officer in Sheridan s 
cavalry and Gertrude Ellmgham a 
southern girl whose sturdy allegiance is 
given to the doctrine of state s rights 

Miss Hay ward plays Gertrude Elling-
ham chaimingly She depicts with fine 
aecuracv the girl s struggle between love 
for what she conceives to be her country 
and love for the man who has won her 
heart, yet she does not fall into the error 
of making the part too tense Unfor
tunately Mr Corbett is not a success as 
the northerner He rums his best scene 
by an air of indifference totally a t vari
ance with the lines and Is in fact a more 
impossible lover than Captain Heartsease 
himself 

West ha^ been wounded and is subse
quently placed uhder arrest To him 
comes Gertrude Ellingham, a confession of 
love upon hei lips As she speaks, the 
roar of cannon is heard in the distance 

"What is tha t?" she asks, m fearful 
amazement 

"That," replies the colonel, "that is only 
a battle You love m e ' " 

Mr Corbett reads this line with about 
the same expression a man might u*e in 
calling for his shaving water Nor is he 
happier in other scenes of the x>la.y 

The two roles best plajed in the cur
rent revival are Colonel General Haver
hill entrusted to Ben Johnson, and the 
Captain Heartsease of Dick Ferris Mr 
Ferris plays Heartsease with a peculiar 
jerkiness of speech that recalls Robson's 
Bertie Van Alstyne, but without Bertie's 
lisp It is a cleverly conceived and in
geniously executed piece of character act
ing, and was so recognized by last night's 
audience Mr Johnson Is admirable as a 
general despite the fact that he wears a 
wig so atrocious that it must distract a t 
tention from the merit of his work. 

M»ss Maud Gilbert is good as Madeline 
West and W H Muidoch is satisfactory 
as Captain Thornton Credit is due 
Miron Lefhngwell for a good impersona
tion of Sergeant Barket who when asked 
if he had searched a young woman for in
criminating papers, naively explained that 
he was not married himself and was "un
familiar with the geography of the sex " 
The battle scene is managed with fine 
realism and the play is well staged 

To-morrow will be G A R night, the 
various posts of the city having made 
plans to attend in a body 

—J S Lawrence. 

HIS COURSE IN I E T T E R S 
The £rst year of his college course 

He von the letters B B C 
To wear upon his saucy cip— 

The baseball club right fielder he 
A sophomore he next secured 

As tribute to his growing knowledge, 
Two crossed oais and the letter ?»— 

The navy amybols of bis college 

The third vear he obtained A U — 
Athletic Union this relates 

To skill upon the cinder track 
„ To vaulting and to throwing weights. 

The fourth year faithful to his aim, 
He boasted still another letter, 

Piesented to him with eclat 
Lpon a heavy football sweater 

A course In letters he pursued 
As college records guarantee— 

And who can blame him if at last 
He somehow failed to get A B ' 

—Brooklyn Life. 
"HAPPY STORY OF PROSPERITY." 

like your bank notes, stand for 100 cents 
- iijr ia.ii m o cuctL vi ma Meat, scene: 

* on 4 h e dollar;*' he says i t cannot be done of opinion l^erje'on tbe^l%t«!je>^^3^%]^.'lt6lglitened **y t h e "excellent acting 

"Sergeant James" at the BIJou. 
"Sergeant James," Eugene Walter's new 

play which has come to the Bijou this 
-week is that raie bird among modern 
stage productions, a latlonal melodrama 
Supplied wiih an Interesting stoiv, well 
staged and acceptably acted, ' Sergeant 
James" is bv all odds the best play of its 
class that has been seen at the Bijou this 
season Whoever Mr Walter mav be, and 
hfs name Is yet unfamiliar he has turned 
out an excellent piece of work m this 
drama one that augurs well for what may 
come later and he has fortunately, placed 
it with a manager who has not stinted 
himself in the matter of production 

It may be said of "Sergeant James" that 
the main idea of its plot resembles close
ly a storv written some vears ago by 
General, then captain, Chares King and 
published under the title, "Sergeant Croe
sus " In both play and book tne hero is 
a man of position wealth and refinement 
who has been rejected by the woman he 
loved and who seeks nepenthe in the army 
Both men enlist Both are promoted to 
sergeantcies Both afterwards befriend 
their successful rivals The parallel might 
be carried even further, but whether this 
resemblance Is accidental matters little, 
for the minor details of Mr Walter s plot 
are his 'own, and he has developed his 
stage story in most pleasing fashion 

The scenes of "Sergeant James" aie laid 
in Montana Its characters are army men, 
the officers of a mining corporation and 
their families Its motif is the pure love 
of an unmarried man for a married wom
an, who—and here t i e commonplace 
creeps into the plolf-had beer Induced to 
refuse him In order to save her father,, 
from financial ruin ' When to this igr 

added the villainy of the successful suitor,/ 
and the fact that he i s more than once 
saved from disgrace b " the man he had 
supplanted, you have the groundwork for 
an interesting stage drsfcna such as "Ser
geant James" unquestionably is 

The play is still new and its first act 
needs retouching The Incidents of this 
act have little bearing upon the plot and 
their importance has been somewhat ex
aggerated, yet the comedv is good and 
though meiely preparatory, ' the act does 
not drag In the latter part of the play 
M r Walter has handled his incidents with 
a fine sense of proportion His story is 
evolved naturally, easily, and plausibly, 
and it is" couched in acceptable English. 

The company is good Henry Kolker is 
admirably fitted, both- in appearance and 
temperament, to play the sergeant, and he 
makes of him a-manly fellow who indulges 
In neither heroics nor whining, faults into 
which a less competent player might eas
ily fall The effect of his best scenes is 

Yankton, (S D ), Gazette 
In proportion to her population South 

Dakota has more well to*do citizens than 
anv other country on the face of the earth 
Best of all the old settlers have no copy
right on the process of getting forehanded 
and thousands of settlers are coming in 
every year who will repeat in their own 
experiences the happy story of prosperity 

AN OMISSION 
Chicago Tribune 

"Have you weighed anchor y e t ' de
manded the new commodore of the vacht 
club "Ay ay sir answered the petty 
officer touching his hat "Then whv ' 
thundered the commodore, "don t you 
announce the weight9 

ON THE SIXTH NIGHT mM2w% 

By C. B. LEWIS 

mi 

(Copyright, 1902, by T C McClure ) 

Overwork and worry had begun to tell 
on Milton Sharpless, the contractor on the 
Edgeware road He was a single man of 
thirty having a good reputation for hon
esty, sobriety and hard work He had 
rooms in the house of a widow 

For a few nights he got a few hours' 
sleep, then came two nights in which he 
did not close his eyes He had never 
been sick a day in his life, and had a con
tempt for people who were ailing, but as 
Went to bed on -this night he agreed with 
himself that if sleep did not come his case 
should be submitted to a doctor on the 
morrow He'went to bed at 9 o clock, but 
at 11 he was still awake 

Thousands of sleepless persons have 
counted themselves to sleep or taken 
imaginary journeys to lose themselves in 
obliv ion before the end v as reached In
stead of this Milton Sharpless settled 
down with his hands under his head and 

HE PLANNED A BURGLARY, FOLLOWED 

BY MURDER. 

began to plan a singular thing It was 
singular because he was ah honest man 
and a man of merciful heart He planned 
a burglary followed by a murder On 
the Edgeware toad a mile beyond his 
place of business was a villa occupied bv 
two old maid sisters They werev fairiv 
rich, but from motives of economy did 
not keep a servant Their name was 
Swift and Sharpless had been called to 
the house seveial times to make repans 
On his last visit whi^h was to repair a 
ceiling he had overheard a conversation 
going to prove that there was quite a sum 
of money in the house and that the sum 
might not bt invested for a month or so 

Why he should have thought of ci lme he 
could not say whv he should have 
thought of these particular persons was 
just as much of an enigma As he lay 
there wooing sleep he lost his identity 
and became a burglar In imagination he 
started from the house with his coat col
lar turned up and his hat pulled down 
over his face and armed with a short 
crowbar for forcing doors In the walk 
of a mile he met no pedestrians but he 
encountered two policemen and each one 
of them gave him a sharp looking over. 
In fact, one of them seemed inclined to 
accost him and ask the leason of his 
presence there at such an houi The bells 
Were striking midnight as he reached the 
villa He entered the grounds by climb
ing the wall a t the back and was careful 
to avoid the gravel paths and the flower 
beds H e found the ba^k door and win
dows safelv locked but after carefully 
working away for ten minutes he had the 
window up and crawled through into the 
kitchen He knew the lav of the house 
and he got down on hands and knees and 
crawled across the floor, down a hall and 
into the sitting-room In this loom stood 
an old fashioned mahogany bureau and 
he argued that the money would be kept 
there If still in the house When he had 
presented his bill for repans one of the 

sisters had taken the money to j»ay it 
from the bottom drawer which had an 
Intricate lock and was almost as safe as 
an iron chest 

Upon reaching the bureau Sharpless 
lighted a. candle he had brought along 
and began work He found it a baffling 
job There was no picking the lock and 
no crevice m which to insert his jimmy. 
He was seeking for an advantage when 
he heard a movement upstairs, and a 
moment later both sisters came down, 
carrvmg a light They had been awak
ened by the noise he made As he heard 
them descending the stairs Sharpless 
tuiped to flee but fell over a chair, and 
the woman rushed in on him with screams 
of 'Thief ' and * Police' They did more 
than scream—they laid hold of him, and 
for a momert they had strength sufficient 
to keep him down and to render him still 
more desperate they recognized him and 
called him by name 

As be struggled to his feet he realized 
that there was but one thing to do to save 
himself from capture and prison, and he 
attacked them with the iron bar He 
struck to kill, and he did kill and when 
he made his way out of the house he left 
the two sisters dead or dying behind him. 
He did not return to his lodgings bv the 
Edgeware road but by way of Myrtle lane 
and Pentecost walk and he had the good 
fortune to meet no one but a half intoxi
cated tramp There was no blood on his 
clothes and there were no marks on his 
person and he felt sure that he was the 
last man m London who would be sus
pected He sat down and smoked a pipe 
to give himself time to recover from the 
excitement and the bells were striking % 
o clock when he tumbled into bed and 
went to sleep 

At 7 o'clock next morning he waa 
aroused by one of the lodgers rapping on 
his door and he got up feeling that he 
had had a fairlj good sleep He ate his 
b-eakfast, went to his work and It wae 
only after supper that he picked up an 
evening paoer and received eueh a shock 
that for a moment he was turned to stone. 
The Swift sisters had been found mur-
d°red On the previous night some one 
had entered the villa bv prjmg up a 
back wiraow and while trving to open the 
old bureau had alarmed the house The 
T;wo women had come down to meet their 
death at the hands of the desperate villain. 
Every detail of his plan came back to 
Sharpless as he sat there, and every detail 
of the traged> as gathered bv the detec
tives fitted m w ith his The horror of it 
overcame him and he fell to the floor, and 
for the next month it was an even chance 
whether he lived or died He believed 
himself the murdeier He believed that 
he had got up in his leep and followed 
out the plan of his waking moments, and 
his remorse was intense When he could 
leave his bed he determined to go to the 
police and give himself up Without a 
word to any one of his intentions he set 
of for the nearest station and entered it 
and began to relate nis storv He was lis
tened to for a couple of minutes and then 
the captain waved him away and said 

'Mv mean you are off in jour head and 
should not be out on the streets alone. 
The murderer of the Swift sisters was cap
tured this morning and has made a full 
confession " 

So it was The crime had been com
mitted bv a professional burglar, and it 
had been brought home to him so clearlv 
that he had broken down and confessed 
to all details I t so happened that on that 
particular night Sharpless landladv was ill 
fiom the time he went to bed until after 
dav light and he could not have left his 
room Without being seen Again, a fellow 
lodger looked in on him a t midnight and 
found him sleeping Very few people ev er 
came to know of the case, and you will 
not wonder that thev accounted it a strange 
one Sharpless certainlv planned and ex
ecuted the -double crime in his thoughts, 
while a man he had never heard of did 
tne same thing in reality * I t has been 
asked if it is possible lor a person to 
leave his own identity for awhile and 
entsr noon that of another You may 
answei the question as you will, as It will 
settle nothing 

GERMAN T A R I F F 
Baltimore Sun 

The reptr t of Consul Monaghan of 
Chemnitz on the lates of dutv piopo&ed 
by the German government on ceitain 
foodstuffs in which American exporters 
are interested shows that the large in
creases of duty are unsatisfactory to the 
agrarians who have secured fuither in
creases The presort tar ff rate on 220 
pounds of wheat is 83 cents This the 
government proposed to increase to $1 oo 
but the agrarians have forced an increase 
to $1 79 Barley gets the present dutv of 
48 cents Increased to $2 14 Bason, now 
free, is saadled with a duty of $8 57 per 
220 pounds, pork $10 71 oleomargarine 
$19 04, starch $4 28, fruits $2 28 The 
duty on butter is increased from $3 81 to 
$7 14, eggs from 48 cents to $143 The 
agrarian tariff m short is the DmgJey 
tariff over again—a Chinese wall that is 
meant to prevent the importation of ar
ticles in which the German tariff lords are 
interested In this country the manu
facturers have the making of tariff rates 
but in Germany the large land holders 
with their allies, dictate the rates in
sisting that the agncultural interest shall 
not continue to be sacrificed to the manu
facturing interest They have much to 
say in defense of their position from the 
domestic point of view If the faims 
cease to pay and all profitable industry 
centers in the towns Germany may be
come richer, but will be weakened by de
pendence on foreign countries for food 
The agrarian idea is that the farmer as 
being the bone and smew of the nation, is 
the man to be "protected 

DAILY DIVERSION 
He Tumbled to It—Reuben Hallett of 

Chicago acompamed a friend to the Vic
toria theatei the other evening and en-
joved the performance by sleeping, most 
of the while aloud during the show How
ever, when the man fell out of the bal
cony Hallett woke up and not knowing 
just what had happened, began to ap
plaud as if leading an inevitable encore. 
When told what had really occurred, and 
that an encore was out of order, Hallet 
observed 

' W ell I m glad some one took a tum
ble to one of Lew Dockstader s jokes " 

A GOOD LAW IF ENFORCED. 1 
Pittsburg Tlbes 

The action of the governor of Indiana 
in promptlv removing from office th€ 
shenff m whose county a lynching was 
permitted with the proviso that he can 
secure reinstatement only upon proving 
that he was not negligent *n his duty, is 
to be thoroughlv commended It is au
thorized bv a special law of Indiana, whicli 
might well be enacted in other states 

OUR DOLLARS WOULD BE WORTH NO 
MORE 

Cleveland Leader 
Mexican dollars are now worth but 31 

cents in Lnited States monev This in
dicates what would have happened if the 
country had been Brvanized in 1896 

A CHARACTERISTIC CrBOUi? OF HORTICULTURISTS WHO ARE ATTENDING THE ANNUAL MEET-
ING OF THE STATE SOCIETY, / 

Those standing in front, beginning at 
the left, are Andrew Wilfert of Cleveland, 
H. H Pond of Bloomington Oliver Gibbs 

tf$r —By E A. Bromley, The Journal's Staff Photographer. 

Eye, Dewam Cook of Jeffers and W L 
Taylor of Howard Lake 

Standing at the rear, beginning at the 

Richardson of Winnebago City, A *. 
Philips of Salem and J R Cummins ot 
Eden Valley 

Photographed a t Plymouth church fegr 
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