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THE FIRST PIECE> 
M i n n e a p o l i s J u n i o r s A p p e a r B e f o r e 

A u d i e n c e s a n d R e c i t e B r i l l i a n t l y 

o r E n d i n T e a r s . * * * * * 

: TOPIC—THE FIRST "PIECE" EVER SPOKEN. \ 

ill i S 
7 J f V 

* J 

S * 

E R Y p roud w e r e J u n i o r s when, t h e y h a d t h e i r first 
p iece t o rec i te . T h e y fel t g r o w n u p a l l a t once ; 
a n d a s t h e y s t r u t t e d a r o u n d m u t t e r i n g t h e 
piece over a n d over a g a i n , r e p e a t i n g i t t o t h e 
cat,* a r a g doll, or t h e fu rnace down cellar , a n d ' 
hold ing u p eve rybody t o l i s t en . t i l l ' t h e ve ry 
wal l s r a n g w i t h it, t h e y f r ank ly confessed t h e y 
felt " s m a r t . " T h e y w a l k e d on a i r higH a s t h e 
clouds till t h e longed- fo r t h h e , c a m e . T h e y fel t 
ve ry fine d res sed u p for t h e occasion, t h e g i r l s 
all cur led a n d ruffled a n d t h e b o y s stiff a s to 
col lars a n d s h i n y , a s t o shoes . B u t . t h i s w a s 
before t h e r ec i t a t ion . I n s o m e i n s t a n c e s t h e 
a g o n y b e g a n w i t h t h e l e a r n i n g of t h e piece, b e 

c a u s e t h e J u n i o r s did n o t w a n t to s p e a k a n d h a d , to . O t h e r s 
felt l imp a n d sh ive ry in t h e i r s ea t s , d r e a d i n g to h e a r t h e i r 
n a m e s called, a n d some did n o t rea l ize w h a t w a s coming 
till 'it c a m e . Ou t t h e r e in f ront of 
t h e p la t form, w h i c h often a l m o s t 
swal lowed t h e t i n y speake r , w a s a 
g r e a t b l u r r full of eyes t h a t s t a r e d 
a n d s t a red—i t s e e m e d all eyes . Oh, 
t h o s e poor l i t t le s p e a k e r s ! They 
t u r n e d " r e d a s fire" or a " J u n e 
r o s e , " a n d " w h i t e a s a s h e e t , " t he i r 
k n e e s k n o c k e d t o g e t h e r a n d sh ive r s 
chased u p a n d d o w n a n d al l over 
t h e m . S o m e t i m e s m o t h e r smi led 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t from t h e a u d i e n c e 
or t h e p romise of goodies s u s t a i n e d 
t h e m , a n d by a m i g h t y effort they 
finished. B u t equal ly a s often t h e 
eyes w e r e too m u c h t o b e endured , 
a n d t h e p roud e locu t ion i s t s b u r s t 
in to tears" a n d fled, sobb ing ou t 
t h e i r mort i f ica t ion on m o t h e r ' s lap . 

F r e q u e n t l y J u n i o r s d id ve ry 
funny t h i n g s . T h e y rec i t ed ou t of 
t u r n , s c r ambled upon t h e p la t fo rm 
a n y w h e r e bu t a t t h e s t eps , called 
- 6 u t ^ - t £ ' V - p a v t i p u l a £ i J $ e n d ,ifr " the 
a n d i e n c e in the-Tntddle of "The piece 
a n d bowed a n d rec i t ed w i t h t h e i r 
b a c k s ' t o tt ie a u d i e n c e . Fa l l i ng on 
t h e w a y to t h e s ea t w a s a n o r d i n a r y 
occu r r ence , b u t severa l J u n i o r s d i s -

- Angu i shed t hemse lve s b y t u m b l i n g 
off t h e s t a g e . A n d w h e n i t w a s 
a lk over , . J u n i o r s h e a v e d a g r e a t 
sigh" of h e a r t y r e l i e f ' 

/ LITTLE BO.PEEP 

She Was Indignant Because 
" People Looked. 

' (Pr ize . ) 

I T w a s t h e l a s t week of school in 
t h e l i t t le c o u n t r y sehoolhouse on 

t h e hil l . All t h e l i t t le ch i ldren in 
t h e first r a n g e w e r e t o s p e a k p ieces 
on t h e l a s t day . I w a s a m o n g t h o s e 
a n d t h e piece t h a t fell' t o m y lot 
w a s " L i t t l e B o - P e e p . " I s tud ied 
m y piece d u r i n g t h e w e e k a n d r e 
c i t ed - i t to e a c h of m y dolls a t l eas t 
t h r e e t i m e s a day . 

T h e l a s t d a y a r r i v e d , t h e p a r e n t s 
w h o h a d come to h e a r t h e rexercises 
w e r e s e a t e d a t t h e b a c k of t h e 
room. I w a s th<* first on t h e p r o 
g r a m a n d w h e n m y n a m e w a s cal led 
I w a l k e d d o w n the . a is le , m o u n t e d 
t h e p l a t f o r m a n d took m y place - - ~ " \ *" 
bes ide t h e t e a c h e r . W h e n I s a w v 

t h a t Sea of faces s t a r i n g a t m e I ' 
p u t m y h a n d s beh ind me , looked t imid ly u p a t t h e t e a c h e r 
a n d sa id in a shri l l l i t t le voice, " P l e a s e tel l ' e m t o look t h e 
Other w a y . " T h e t eache r smi led a n d sa id , "Go on, dear , no 
one is look ing ." 

- I c lea red m y t h r o a t a n d b e g a n r • , - - "~ : 

Little Bo Peep has lost her sheep, "~ 
"".i. And cannot .— _• 

" T h e r e is, too, somebody lookin ' . ' -* - " 
4 " - And cannot tell where to find 'em. 

" S e e t h a t boy r i g h t over t h e r e is lookin ' a t m e , _ '_ 
Leave 'em. alone, and they'll come home, 

„ Briu^iu' their " - ~< '* -" 
" I w o n ' t s a y no more , ' c ause t w o m a n s in t h e o rd iance is 
lookin ' a t m e " A m i d s h o u t s of l a u g h t e r I w a l k e d t o w a r d 

e r ed a n d shook, a n d shook a n d sh ive red un t i l t h e a u d i e n c e 
m u s t h a v e t h o u g h t I h a d a l r e a d y h a d m y p r o m i s e d r e w a r d . 
B u t spy ing a r e a s s u r i n g smile from t h e b a c k of t h e room I 
g a t h e r e d c o u r a g e a n d finally finished.^ T h e a u d i e n c e chee red 
whi le I a c t u a l l y r a n to those s h e l t e r i n g a r m s in t h e b a c k of 
t h e room. I rece ived my ice c r e a m a n d felt well repa id . 

- A F i f th Grade , —Clare F . Overhol t , -
S e w a r d School. 2924 E F r a n k l i n Avenue." 

W I T H DOLLY U P S I D E D O W N . ' : ^ 
(Honorab l e Ment ion . ) 

11 Ail I L D R E D , a r e you s u r e you can s ay i t n ice ly n o w ? " 
, IVl w a s t h e l a s t t h i n g m y m o t h e r a s k e d m e a s w e 
s t a r t e d for chu rch . "You m i g h t s a y i t over before w e g o . " . 

"Yes , of cou r se I can . I d o n ' t see a n y u s e in s a y i n g i t 
a g a i n , " I a n s w e r e d , p roud ly a s could be . I w a s go ing t o 
speak for t h e first t i m e in m y life, a n d m y n a m e h a d a p 
p e a r e d in p r i n t on t h e C h r i s t m a s p r o g r a m s : " ' D o m e ' s P iece , ' 
Mis s Mi ldred P e d e r s o n . " I felt ve ry i m p o r t a n t , indeed, 
7;.. W h e n we. a r r ived , I qu i t e forgot t h e l i t t l e - n e r v o u s n e s s :I 
h a d felt, in t h e sp lendor of t h e C h r i s t m a s t r ee . A t l a s t I 
w a s s t a r t l e d by h e a r i n g someone speak m y n a m e , whi le 
m a m a g a v e m e m y doll a n d a r e a s s u r i n g smi le . I t r o t t e d 
u p to t h e p l a t fo rm a n d m a d e m y l i t t le bow, w h i c h I h a d 
p r a c t i c e d so often, a n d b rave ly b e g a n t h e open ing l ines , 
"Dolly is go ing to speak you a p i ece . " I h e a r d a t i t t e r go 
u p f rom t h e a u d i e n c e a n d looking down—oh, h o r r o r s ! Doily, 
w a s ups ide down! H e r feet w e r e w h e r e h e r h e a d o u g h t t o 
h a v e been. B u t I g rave ly t u r n e d h e r over a n d rec i t ed m y 

. ( C o n t i n u e d on P a g e S i x . ) / - „ 

B E S T IN BOOKS 
N o t s h w e s t e r n J u n i o r s D w e l l A d m i r 

i n g l y U p o n T h e i r F a v o r i t e s i n t h e 

W o r l d o f L e t t e r s . * * * * 
• • • • « • • • • • - • - • " 

PUZZLE PICTURE. 
Find the boy who hopes Santa Claus is looking. 

m y s e a t w i t h h e a d held h igh a n d m a n y a n i n d i g n a n t j e r k 
of m y w h i t e s k i r t s ~, — M a u d e Oak ins , 

A S e v e n t h Grade . * , 1059 C e n t r a l A v e n u e N E . ' _ 
S h e r i d a n School. j . _ „ . - -

CHILLED AS IF BY ICE CREAM t 

Small Boy Shivered Until He Was Sheltered In 
Mother's Arms. 

(F i f th a n d S ix th G r a d e Pr i ze . ) '-

WH E N I s t a r t e d f rom h o m e on t h e even ing of m y fifth 
b i r t h d a y I fel t myself c h a n g e d in a n i n s t a n t to a full 

g r o w n m a n b e c a u s e I h a d a piece t o speak before a n a u d i e n c e 
of a b o u t one h u n d r e d people. I w a l k e d p roud ly a long t h i n k 
ing of t h e ice c r e a m I w a s t o rece ive if m y r e c i t a t i o n w a s a 
succes s . I w a s t h e t h i r d s p e a k e r o n t h e p r o g r a m a n d w h e n 
cal led I p roud ly w a l k e d upon t h e first p l a t fo rm a n d b e g a n , 
first g i v i n g t h e n a m e of t h e piece, w h i c h w a s "If I W e r e a 
B o y A g a i n . " I b r a v e l y s t a r t e d ou t , " O h ! t h a t I w e r e a boy 

. »ga in , w i t h o u t , a. t h o u g h t o r . ca re . " , F r o m t h e r e on, I jshlvj-

-" The Week's Roll of Honor . 
J~~* M I N N E A P O L I S P R I Z E W I N N E R S . 

M a u d e Oak ins , A 7 th Grade , S h e r i d a n School, 1059 
C e n t r a l A v e n u e N E . 

Clare F . Overhol t , A 5th Grade , S e w a r d School , 2924 1 
~f''lf E F r a n k l i n A v e n u e . , -

- H O N O R A B L E M E N T I O N . 
Mildred P e d e r s o n , B 8th Grade , A d a m s School, 1010 E 

E i g h t e e n t h S t r e e t . 
L a u r e n c e W e s t l u n d , A 8th Grade , L o g a n School, 1006 

E m e r s o n A v e n u e N . 
F r e d L. H a m b l i n , A 8 th Grade , E a s t S ide H i g h School, 

623 T h i r t e e n t h A v e n u e S E . 
. J o h n Crosby, B 6 th Grade , L y n d a l e School, 3018 L y n -

da le A v e n u e S. 
' E l l i o t Mitchel l , A 6th Grade , Madi son School, 605 

~ N i n t h S t r e e t S . . -"^ s ; ' 

N O R T H W E S T E R N P R I Z E W I N N E R S ] 
R u b y Applebee , 8th Grade , I r v i n g School, Anoka , Minn . 
Mil ton Mayer , 6 th Grade , C e n t r a l School, Red Wing , " 

Minn . " , ' - "< ̂  ̂ " *• - - . 
H O N O R A B L E M E N T I O N . * , _ _''- . 

E l p e n Seas ted , Sth Grade , T w o H a r b o r s , Minn . _ #t4v 

T. A. Sollie, 7 th Grade , T w i n Valley, Minn. -A """ 
V e r n a Vai l , 6 th Grade , S tewar tv i l l e , Minn . „' ,-'" 
O r i n Clover, 5 th Grade , W a r r e n , Minn . _ „ ^-^v-*.-.; 

HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT. ~- - ^ , - ' . , 
T h e a d o r e Groner t , 11th Grade , P r a i r i e d u Chien, Wis, 
R u t h Lowe , 9 th Grade , T w o H a r b o r s , Minn . r J . \ 
E m m a Kuhfe ld , 11th Grade , Moorhead , Minn , - t ^ t 

1 £»,-* ,. 1 

TOPIC-FAVORITE AUTHOR, BOOK AND CHAR-""*! 
ACTER. WHY? \ 

X C I T I N G t i m e s t h e r e w e r e in J u n i p r d o m th i s 

E
week . A g r e a t e lect ion w a s on, w i t h first p lace 
in t h e affect ions of l i t e r a ry J u n i o r s a s t h e pr ize . 

. A u t h o r s al l t h e w a y f rom Caesa r to Danie l 
Defoe e n t e r e d t h e con t e s t ; a n d some of t h e m , 
r e g a r d e d a s m a s t e r s by people w h o know, would 
n o t feel a b i t compl imen ted b y t h e r e t u r n s . 
L o u i s a M. Alco t t c a p t u r e d t h e p r ize by s i x t y -
one vo tes . Longfel low w i t h th i r ty-f ive , H e n t y 
w i t h e igh teen , H a r r i e t B e e c h e r S t o w e w i t h 
seven teen , D i c k e n s w i t h fifteen, E r n e s t T h o m p 
son Se ton 'and W a s h i n g t o n I r v i n g w i t h eleven 
each , a n d M a r t h a F in l ey w i t h t e n r a n k e d n e x t 
in honor . T h e n followed Cooper, Trowbr idge , 

A n n a Sewell , Shakspe re , T e n n y s o n , Scot t , L a u r a E . R i c h 
a r d s , K a t e D o u g l a s Wigg in , Alice Caldwell H e g a n a n d M a r 
shal l S a u n d e r s . T h e following w e r e a lso popu la r f avor i t e s : 

B u r t S t and i sh , H a w t h o r n e , W h i t -
' t i e r , K a t h a r i n e Wi l l i ams . F r a n c e s 
H o d g s o n B u r n e t t , W e s t c o t t , Vic tor 
H u g o , Rusk ih , H o r a t i o Alge r a n d 
E . P . Roe . L e w Wal lace , H o m e r , 
B u n y a n , Mulock, J a c o b Riis , Book
e r W a s h i n g t o n , E u g e n e Fie ld , 
J a n e Por ter ; - . Bacon , Lowell a n d 
M a r y M. Dodge, rece ived one vote 
ap iece . I n a d d i t i o n t h e r e w a s a 
l a rge s c a t t e r i n g vo t e for a u t h o r s 
of lesser fame. 

I t is n o t s t r a n g e t h a t Lou i sa Al 
co t t should h a v e rece ived such a 
large v o t e ; a l t h o u g h m a n y of h e r 
a d m i r e r s w e r e g i r l s in t&e lower 
g r ades , g i r l s—and boys, tt*r-in t h e 
h i g h e r g r a d e s a n d even ilT^Ne h i g h 
school dec la red t n e i r love a n d a d 
m i r a t i o n for t h i s fr iend of t h e i r 
chi ldhood. H e r book chi ldren w e r e 
no t per fec t ; b u t s o m e h o w wi th ' t h e i r 
l i t t le f au l t s ahcf. s imple v i r t u e s t h e y 0 
seemed so rea l a n d al ive, J u n i o r s 
took t h e m , t o t h e i r h e a r t s a n d loved 
t h e m eve ry one. H e n t y a n d Coo
per w e r e p r i m e favor i tes w i t h t h e 
boys ; a few gi r l s s tood firm for 
t a l e s of w a r a n d a d v e n t u r e , b u t a s 
a ru le , g i r l s do no t ca r e so m u c h 
for dreadfu l " t h u n d e r " s to r i e s . 
N e x t t o be ing rea l , f avor i t e c h a r a c 
t e r s w e r e chosen because t h e y w e r e 
k i n d a n d though t fu l , h a p p y , a n d 
br igh t , b r a v e a n d noble , a n d p e r 
h a p s m o r e t h a n a n y o t h e r qua l i ty 
of cha rac t e r , self-sacrif ic ing—which 
m e a n s so m u c h . A l c o t t ' s b o o k s 
w e r e chosen in one i n s t a n c e b e 
cause t h e y do n o t a l w a y s end, " A n d 
t h e y lived happi ly ever a f t e r . " 

- m 
A HEROIC LEAP 

The Pacing Mustang Dies mr 
He Li ved—Free, 

(Pr ize . ) 
Y favor i te a u t h o r ' is E r n e s t 

T h o m p s o n Se ton . I n h i s a n i 
m a l s to r i e s h e shows a h u m a n e 
sp i r i t a n d a k ind h e a r t . H e s h o w s 
t h a t a n i m a l s a r e n o t mere ly t h i n g s , 
b u t c r e a t u r e s t h a t ea t , s leep, t a lk 
a n d live l ives of ten a s i n t e r e s t i n g 
a s t h o s e of a h u m a n be ing . Of his 

- -works I enjoy ' W i l d An ima l s I 
H a v e Known"^ t h e m o s t . I t shows 
al l t h e h a b i t s a n d c u s t o m s of dif

fe ren t a n i m a l s a n d is to ld in s u c h . a m a n n e r , t h a t t h e c h a r a c 
t e r s seem a l m o s t h u m a n . > y # 

Of t hose s to r ies I p re fe r " T h e P a c i n g M u s t a n g . " T h e 
m u s t a n g is so free a n d i n d e p e n d e n t t h a t h e m u s t exc i te 
eve ryone ' s a d m i r a t i o n . B o r n w i t h a n a t u r a l des i re for l ead
ership , h e soon b e c a m e a l eade r in a h e r d of m u s t a n g s a n d 
showed h i s w i s d o m in choos ing t h e m o s t obscu re p l aces for 
t h e i r h o m e a n d t h e b e s t d r i n k i n g a n d g r a z i n g g r o u n d s . H e 
m a d e a good leader , for w h e n h e s a w m e n coming t o w a r d 
t h e m h e gazed in t en t ly a t t h e m for a m o m e n t t h e n m a r 
shal led h i s followers a n d w a s off a t h i s f amous pace , l ead ing 
t h e r e s t . W h e n finally; h i s followers h a d all b e e n c a p t u r e d 
or h a d dese r t ed him," he showed h i s i ndependence b y l»ving 
a lone , t oo m u c h g r i eved t o ob t a in a n o t h e r following. A n d 
w h e n h e w a s c a u g h t a t l a s t by a n old m a n ' s s t r a t a g e m , a f t e r 
m a n y o the r m e n h a d fai led t o c a p t u r e h im, h e showed h i s 
loyal ty t o all ho r ses , for .he . a n s w e r e d a n d a p p r o a c h e d t h e 
h o r s e w h i c h t h e old m a n u s e d a s a decoy. T o t h e l a s t h e 
showed h i s unconque rab l e sp i r i t by b e i n g d e t e r m i n e d riot t o 
b e c a p t u r e d , arid by t a k i n g h i s splendid r u n u p t h e hill a n d 
his l eap off t h e cliff even if i t did end h is free, joyous life 
on t h e p la ins . •- — R u b y Applebee , 

E i g h t h Grade , ^*-." ^ " Anoka , Minn . 
I r v i n g School. *' *• 

- . . " - I B . 

THE LIFE STORY OF MR. BEAR - • 

W i s Habits Are Revealed / n . a Manner Alto> 
geather Fascinating. 

. < _ ' -*/ (F i f th a n d S ix th G r a d e Pr i ze . ) 

M Y favor i te a u t h o r is E r n e s t Thompson Se ton , a n d m y 
favor i te book of h i s is " T h e Biography of a Gr izz ly ." 

T h e chief c h a r a c t e r in t h e book is a grizzly bea r , fierce and 
wild in h i s older days , a n d t i m i d a n d q u e e r in h i s . younger 
ones.. H i s m o t h e r a n d b r o t h e r s a r e killed w h e n h e is only a 
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