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Rockefeller a Puzzle.

' John D. Rockefeller and his ilk have
always been a puzzle ta the American
jpeople. Rockefeller or his agents have
ifor thirty years and more now been
doing evil to the public—at least the pub-
ii¢ thinks so; and that is the important
{thing in this discussion. During all
#hose vears, too, Rockefeller has been a
‘pious church member. He has glven
fiberally of his substance to the churches,
has always been a bountiful giver to
charity, and though the hardest man in
the world at driving a bargain, he has
in his own opinion, at least, been a re-
ligious man.

The public' finds difficulty In reconciling
the conscientiously religious man with
the predatory and merclless aggregation
of capital with which he is identified. The
trust has recently ralsed the price of
kerosene 1 cent a gallon, and that means
$16,000,000 wrung from the people in a
time of fuel scarcity, without justifica-
tion. His company has been. a party to
numberless evasions and violations of law,
some of which at least were instrumental
in erushing out competition. *“Business
is buainess’’—and in the hardest and most
brutal sense, too,—has been the rule of
conduct of the company. There has been
nothing in its management to remind one
of the New Testament, nothing to suggest
the precepts of the gentle Christ; yet at
‘the head of it has been one of the most
devoted Christians of the country, a man
'who is of correct personal life, an ab-
stemious man, possessing in all the ordi-
nary relatlons of his life all the ordinary
ivirtues.

Rockefeller's reported gift of $1,000,000
ito a Methodist church fund, together with
Inis recent gift of another million to the
University of Chicago, are being made
[the subject of much analysis of the man.
The Kansas City Star says that Rocke-
ifeller has a ‘'feeble, Inverted sort of con-
/mclence,” which prompts him to give
to some church or university whenever
|he has put the people on the rack for a
dozen milllons, and adds:

The monstrous greed of the trusts, of
/'which Rockefeller is at present the chlef
jpersonal exponent, would be more toler-
iable 1f this insatiable “‘capitalist' were
]not continuously posing as a philanthro-
pist .and a truly good man; if he were
mot, by hls contributions, demorallzing
jmen and moral standards; if he were not
degrading religlon and education by his
talnted offerings, and if he were not so
|generally accepted by the reclplents of
ihis guerdons at his own estimation of
himself.

In her great history of the Btandard
Oil company, now running in McClure's
‘Magazine, Ida Tarbell, after showing in
'detall how Rockefeller was willing to
gtrain every nerve to obtain for himself
ifrom the railroads special and illegal
privileges which were bound to ruin every
man in the oil business not sharing them
with him, says:

Rellgious emotions and sentiments of
icharity, propriety and self-denial seem
io have taken the place in him of no-
tlons of justice and regard for the rights
'of others.

According to this vlew Mr. Rockefeller
does not apply religion, in the sense of
‘ethical conduct, to his. business opera-
tlons. He makes as much distinction be-
tween them as did some of the corrupt
prelates of old, who thought that a mah
might be very religious and also very
‘eriminal. This distinction leaves him, as
Miss Tarbell puts it, “unhampered by
any ethical considerations.” A vagrant
unhampered by any ethical considera-
tions is a dangerous man who is likely
to land in prison. A Rockefeller unham-
pered by ethical considerations is an ex-
emplary captain of indusiry, to whgm,
according to the exponents of the doetrine
'of the perfection of what is, we all should
doff our caps.

French journalism may not be much
in the way of news, but it seems to be
‘very modern in its’ business methods.
Compotltlipn has driven the penny and
penny-and -n-half Jjournals out of busi-
ness, and now three powerful half-penny
‘papers of Paris are waging a furious war
against each other. The Journal on the
one hand, .which is ithe
belng oppoaed lgy Petit_Journal and Petit
Parisien, which havé jolned forces. The
Journal sets the pace hy ‘offering the peo-
_ple an eight-page, and on occasions, ten
and twelve-page paper « for half a cent.
‘The a'ourual'a compettt has forced the
allies to increase ;‘ho r papers from four

" to six pages, the result hs!?z that each of

innovator, is
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taken the form of the *cartel,”
these days.
the sugar makers.

ganized a steel cartel,

ment Is worked separately under the
central board,
prices.
portant iron and steel mill in the dual

In Germany and Austria industrial consolidation " has
which is more like the
American trust of ten years ago than the so-called trust of
The first great cartel in Germany was that of
In Austria there has recently been or-
comprising twenty-three separate
establishments with an nggregate capital of §66,000,000. 1In-
der the cartel, which is to last for ten years, each establish-

which regulates the output and fixes the
The Austrian trust includes pructleally every Im-

makers of raw iron bars, plates, nalls, wire, ralls. The trust

discharged;

ber of men.
supervision of the

and Mexico.

mongrchy, such as

real!y consists of two cartels, one Austrian lmd. the other
Hungarian, but they are in harmony, ‘

It is hoped that the combination ‘will® result in a great
industrial improvement, the situation just now being very
bad. Out of 20,000 machinists in Vienna, 8,000 wers recently
while *wagon and locomotive works In other
parts of the country are employing only half the usual num-
A result of thls depression has been a large in-
crease in emigratioh from the iron districts, whence  hun--
dreds of men_have recently gone to Canada, the Transvaal
But as the governments of the dual mondrchies
are about to begin public improvements at an estimated cost
of §90,000,000, it is thought that times will soon be better.

them is losing from $300,000 to $400,000
a year. The Journal's circulation has now
reached 500,000 a day, and 2,600 Parisian
vendors have been dfspatched to all parts
of France to push its circulation. The
same paper has Issued 5,000,000 circulars

1 explaining its position.

Jones’ Good Advice.
After reading Acting Mayor Jones' ac-
count of his ideas as to what the mayor
of Minneapolls should be, people will feel
more than ever that Mr. Jones is the right
man for the place he is accidentally fill-
ing, and they will hope that Mr. Haynes
will come as near as Mr, Jones has to
being the right man in the right place.
Mr. Jones' idea of the oftice of mayor
is that it should be the office of the gen-
eral manager of the city, an expert In
municipal management, a man who knows
as much about city management as a rall-
way manager is expected to know about
railways. This man should be paid a good
salary for his services and should be given
large powers and judged by results. At
present Minneapolis pays a mayor a small
salary for doing little more ,as Mr. Jones
says, than to superintend the superin-
tendent of police. The salary is big
enough, perhaps, for the work, but both
ought to be larger. A big business, such
as the city of Minneapolis is, ought to
have a responsible manager at the head.
This view leads Mr.
what may be called the federal plan of
city government. He would have all the
heads of administrative departments ap-
pointed by the mayor and responsible to
him. And in order that he might have a
hand in shaping the larger policles of the
city, Mr. Jones would have the mayor
preside over the council, so that the leg-
islative and administrative branchea of
of the clty, though independent, would be
closely related.
Mr. Jones has had a splendid opportu-
nity during the last féew months to study
the requirements of good city government,
In the main his recommendations are
wise, and should be carefully weighed
and considered by all of our people who
are desirous of improving our present sllp-
shod, Incompetent and inefficient gystém
of municipal government.

Jones to favor

Now the Standard OIil company has
secured control of the Beaumont oll field
in Texas and the Jennings field in Louis- |-
iana. It is almosat superfluous to add that
the price of fuel oil has been inereased.

The Cuban Treaty.

It is reported from Washington that
there is some strong opposition developing
in the senate to the Cuban reciprocity
treaty and that Its ratification will be
opposed by Burrows and other senators,as
veheimently as they opposed it last winter
and spring.

The reports as to the treaty's prospects
have been and are conflictly. The Na-
tional Assoclation of Beet Growers will as-
semble in Washington on Jan. 8, the anni-

| versary of the battle of New Orleans and

Saint Jackson's Day, and the attitude of
this element will, no doubt, be emphatl-
cally indicated then. No doubt we shall
hear from the Michigan gentleman who,
last winter, testified before the commit-
tee that the beet sugar men would sure-
ly “go to the wall” if a reduction of 10
per cent were made, although he wvery
positively made the statement that the
beet sugar Interest -was protected to‘the
extent of 94 per cent! Doubtless Mr. Ox-
nard will exploit his former arguments
against the 20 per cent reduction and ig-
nore, as he did before, the fact that he as-
sured capltalists that investment of money
in the beet sugar Industry would pay a
fine profit, even If free trade absolute in
sugars were enacted by congress. The
sugar refining interests of. New York pro-
fess to belleve that the Cuban treaty
wlll be accepted by both countries with-
out any trouble. The treaty itself is a
very favorable one for the United States
as well as Cuba, as the specifications in
schedules A, B and C, embodying reduc-
tions of the Cuban tariff on numerous arti-
cles of American production necessary to
Cuba, to the extent of 25, 30 and 40 per
cent show. Fatuous indeed, is the oppo-
sition to such an advantageous freaty.
It is urged by some opponents of the
treaty that, if such a treaty is effected
with Cuba, Germany and other countries
will demand llke cohcessloné.und_er the
“most favored nation” . clause. . This
whole subject swas threshed over last
winter and it was conclusively demon-
strated that the ‘‘most favored nation™
clause does not stand in the way of the
mutual reduction of duties on trade with
Cuba or any other country as shown by
‘a number of precedents. The United
States government has from the founda-
tion construed the clause as permitting
commercial concessions 'to . & country
which are not gratuitous, but in return for
.equivalent concessions to which no other
country is entitled, unless it renders simi-
lar or equivalent concessions. In. 1804
Germany demanded that her salt be
placed on the free list beécause congress
had free-listed that article, while Ger-
many maintained a duty upon foreign
salt. Our government deniéd the claim
because Germany made no equivalent con-
cession. Germany in the event of the
ratification of  the Cuban ' reciprocity
treaty may demand like conaessicms, but
it is only necessary to refer her to her | -
withdrawal of her claim for free listed
salt exported by her to. this country in
1804, upon the re(usal by our govern-
ment, on justifiable grounds to admit her
demand. Germany has only recently en-
acted a, ta.rn‘l! law against our wheat a.nd

minimum tariff. o exorbitant ﬁgures ‘and

concesslons to us. . LLER

corn: a.nd other pmducts and raised her

if she wants. concessions she. must make 2
| readon the ottem_lért

-

will be no extra session of the Cuban
senate to discuss the reciprocity treaty
negotiated by General Bliss, but the treaty
must walt until Jan 12, As the treaty,
by Its terms, has to be ratified before.
Jan. 31, 1903, very limited time will be left
to discuss it. There is less uncertainty:
of favorable Cuban action on the treaty
than there Is with respect to our own sen-
ate, but, it is to be hoped that our national
commercial interests and an honorable
sense of our duty toward Cuba, will over-
come the power of purely selfish interests
and narrow prejudice. Surely a tariff ar-
rangement which will, at the lowest cal-
culation, increase our exports of manu-
factured goods to Cuba 100 per cent with-:
in a year, ought to appeal to the commer-
clal enterprise of the country. And it
does.

It was announced the other day that the
attorney general of Illinols was going to
investigate the connection of the rall-
ways with the scarcity of fuel in Chicago
It is not far from Chicago to Springfield,
but the coal began to arrive in the former
city before the attorney general got there.
This fact requires no comment. 2

Prosperity of British Flour Makers,
According to the London Miller an era.
of prosperity has dawmned for the British
flour millers. The chief reason assigned
for this prosperity Is the’ fact that’ Amerl-
can flour manufacturers have stopped

‘ket at prices that eliminated profit for
the English miller and for the Americans,
too, if the London Miller is to be believed..
The hope for the future is that American
millers “have decided to fight upon bet-
ter lines."
As for the dutles imposed on flour and
wheat by the last British war revenue law
the Miller says: “The corn tax may have
contributed its share in bringing about
better prospetts, but that is not the maiu
point.”
Yet it is not Tikely that the' Engllsh
mlller will have much fault to find with
a law that gives him what amounts to a
protective duty of four cents a hundfred—
that being the difference in American
‘money between ghe duty on flour and
that on wheat. He has kept the differ-
ence for himself, and has made the
baker or the consumer pay the tax. When
the question of repealing the tax comes
up he will oppose it with all that deter-
mlnat!qn of “selfsinterest with. which we |
are so famillur e Amerlcan tariff legis=|
lation. Other classes will be gquite as
strongly opposed, but the miller will have
the advantage of belng on the defensive.
He will simply haye to defend and ask
for the continuation of a law already on
the books, i. e that nothing -shall be
done, while the consumer will have to
work for an alteration of the law. It will
not be surprising If the tax is ma.lm.amed
Indefinitely. . ?
_ $
Very little good news cnmes £rom
Washington these days. Opposition to
the Cuban reciprocity treaty is again
ralsing its bruised and battered head;
and the first round in the consideration
of the Newfoundland reciprocity treaty
is coneldered a victory for the opponents
of reclprocity. Both treaties should be
ratified with all possible speed. Both are
highly beneficial to the United States and
both will have a profound effect on the
mture of the nation.
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Farmers Dividends in meﬂu i

From the report of John, M. True. sec-
retary of the state board of agrlcultuqe
of Wisconsin, it appears that hay is the
principal crop of that state. At the same
time the report shows that Wisconsin is
well diversified: in -its” farming. While
its 4,400,000 tons of hay are worth $36,-
000,000, its potato crop 1is worth $9,000, ,Q00,
its barley 38,700,000, its tobacco $4,800,000,
its oats $26,600,000,-its' rye $3,500,000, its
peas $1,300,000, its buckwheat $410,000, ete.
From these and some minor crops. tha
farmers this year derive a revenuq of
$98,000,000. This figure does not include
the value of the 45,000,000 bmhel‘s&nf corn,
the enormous dalry and cheese product of
Wisconsin, or the fhcome from “stock
ralsing. There are probably no “‘bettér
fixed"” farmers anywhere in the ‘country
than those of Wisconsin. And Wisconsin,
like Minnesota, has an abundance - of
cheap land still open to the settler.

“While land in the beautiful farming
regions of southern Wisconsin is worth
from $756 to $150 an acre, land in the lati-
tude of Minneapolis in central Wisconsin
can be purchased in quantitiés for from
£3 to 35 an acre. It may not gtow all the
crops that make southern Wisconsin so
prosperous, but it can grow money-mak-
ing crops. The farmers of southern Wis-
consin, like those of southern Minnesota,
have seen their lands treble in value in
twenty years, and all the while they have
made a good living off them. . The plant of
a farm, of which the lind 4s the main part,
does not. depreciate in value with use, if
it has proper care, but unlike mahufactur-
ing plants which have to be ‘‘scrapped"
every few years, appreciates under use. -

There is'no doubt that any man ‘who
will pick a good location in northem Min-
nesota or northern Wisconsin, remember-
ing .always that there is good and. bad
land everywhere, will be as prosperous
twenty years hence as the smltlns farmers
of the oouthbrn portions' of these sta,tes
'now are.. .

Those Amepican ofﬂclals whn have been
uaing a lighthouse tender io \:hea.t the
customs in Porto Rico have made a nice
mess of it. Their scandal will Be Pu!'to
| Rico’s equivalent for the ‘Rathbone-
Neely frauds in Cuba. It will make it

g. publlc nﬁica is a

without mercy.

dumping their goods on the English mar-}

just 'so much harder for the United States |
to introduce Into Porto Rico the idea that

be imposed with a view to teaching Porto
Ricans that if American officlals are eap- | |
able of using their places to defraud their
own government, American laws am ‘cap-

able of punishing them without pity, fear
or favor. Ty

| The Nonparetl Mam

Casually Observed

The smoke inspector 13 out with a
muszzle for the Christmas clgar.

The treasury department has ruled tha.t
skeletons of starfish are to be admitted
free of duty, When the people arise intheir
righteous wrath and . declare that they
will have their starfish skeletons or they
will have bloodshed, it is noticed that the
treasury department climbs down from its
high horse pretty ql-llck

Mrs. Roosevelt haa replied to the W. C.
T. U. that she has decided to leave the
six Bacchante figures at the Whité House.
Mrs. ‘Nation with her ax will have to take
a larrup at the_Whlte House if things
kkeep going from bad to worse.

The winter is beginning to sllp away
and a 20-karat chunk of coal looks bigger
and bigger as it !ooms up in the obscurity
of the bin.

There are one or two.snow scorchers out
on bicycles in the Iac;'e_ot public opinion.

The holidays are all rig‘ht but- they fur-
nish no excuse for the man who ﬂlls_
himself with rlot water contrary to tha
peace and dignity of the police force.

Zewo Bnow 1s In Chicago.  One disad-
vantagé of naming a boy Zero is that he
will never amount to anything.

A New York paper.has .an interview
with elght of the prominent surgeons of
that. city who agree that football is all

.| right.

8ay, but the laziness germ iakes a bite
out of the boy when the latter faces up a
cord of hardwood and father hands over
the ‘bucksaw.

It arbitration goes through, we may ex-

| pect a poem from Kipling ‘“knoeking'’ the

universe, '+ Everyth!m] 8 Wrong.

Levl Z. Leiter's da daughter had a fine
‘time yesterday at Delhi. She rode into
town on an elephant twelve feet high with
the Nizam of Hyderabad, the Maharajah
of Travancore, the Bu]buf of Rubberneck-
kandi, and the Hoshtosh of Wog follow-
ing ‘some distance behind. In the rear
of her elephant followed a small bunch of
selected but disgusted British aristocracy
and a large ‘assortment’ of natlve princes
with skates on. Levi Z. Leiter's
daughter’'s hmzbam;l~ Lord, Curzon of Ked-
leston, also rode on' thd' 1ig €lephant and
had' a rather ‘enjoyable/'day, barring the
difficulty in telling’ “which tway the ele-
phant wotild g6 when they onde started,
owing to the presence of a tail on each
end of the beast. On the whole a very
pleasant time was had.

A Sunflay paper came out this week
with a perfectly open and shameless illus-
trated article entitled, “How a Young
Woman May Win a Good Husband,” not
taking into account the fact that the vie-
tim may keep his fingers crossed while she
is practicing the article. Miss Von Ot-
finger's theory is simple, but a trifle hac<-
neyed. - The first picture Is entitled, *“The
First Call.”” The writer says:

At your home you are the hostess; your man-
ner is graclous, the welcome obvious without ex-
nggeration. The call should be brief—twenty
minutes. The girl recelves the visitor by shak-
ing hands,

Miss Von Ottinger neglects to add that
in offering to shake hands the lady should
not say cordially, “Give me your foot,”
or *shake.” This is now considered
slangy and is not practiced In the courts
of Europe. The second picture is “"An Af-
ter Dinner Chat.,”” The writer says:

He is inviled to dine at your home. Avold
making yourself the topic In your after-dinner
ehat. To tactful, but discover his real ideas.
Talk of books or events; shun flippancy.

A good opéning for conversation and one
that. will put him at once at his ease is
to ask, ““What do you think of Kant's
Critique of Puré Reason?’ or “Don’'t you
think the higher criticism savors rather
of intellectuality than of spirituality?"”

No. 3 of the plctures is called "“At the
Tea Table,” 1t says:

e calls some aftermcon.

You pour the ten. Here a girl may appear
at great advantage, Charming manners, dainty
repartee, kindle a man's devotion.

It is well to have an Indian club or
dusting brush handy In case when you
pass him the tea he wrinkles up his nose
and says, “Thanks, but I can't drink the
poisonous stuff,” and then goes on to ex-
plain the effect of tea-guzzling on the tis-
sues. When they do this, it shows that
they are ‘“on,’”" and all efforts are certain
to be useles. He should be at once thrown
down and shown tha.t;h is not wanted.

It is noticeable that'all these numerous
articles in the: Sunday papers telling you
how to get a husband:are written by la-
dies who have theorles but who have, ap-
parently, never put them. into sueccessful
practice. Out upon all theorists.

DAILY DIVERSION

rr-—l attended

Hopper's Church -
church 6nce upon a " sald, De Wolt
Hopper , in an uptown ca.te, inza, Rhode
Island. eity and heard a -worthyclergy-
man named Whicher get tarigled mp in
his pulpit lines to a paimful’degrée, while
the heads of his a,pdlenm were bowed m
the effort to suppress;laughter ‘ntil they
looked like rows of taﬁ;eled cornstalks
bent by the breeze.

“The Rev. Mr. Whicher was booming
the Sunday school, or, rather, he was
chiding the congregation for its lack of
interest in that church_anneéx, and find-
ing that they did not act as if moved by
his admonition, became slightly incensed.

“‘I never,” he shouted, as he banged
the pulpit with his fist, 'knew a church
which had so many parents with no chil-
dren.' " X . . )

A FAIR PROPOSITION.

= Iroquois (8:.D.) Chief.

The coal opemtors are now hlaming
the railroads for the: shortage. The man
whose pedal extremities are like a couple
of iclcles and whose back is burdenéd
with cold chills {s not in a proper frame,
of mind to weigh judiciously the evi-
dence and place the responsibility. If
some one will furnish the coal now we
will sgree’ to ‘take up the subject next
summer as to where the blame lies and,
glve to tha public the msult of our iu-

vestigation
"os'r'rme T,}-IE'RE SOME."”

\ oqnoia (8" D.) Chief.
The. bank deposttsrin South .Dakota in-

" over the
moeed[hi‘ :1( thers

“ Ben Hur

‘at the Lyceum

"The sttrrins story of the Prince of Hur

loses something ‘of its powerful appeal to
the imagination, when taken from the
pages of General Lew Wallace and set
forth upon the stage; but it gains im-
measurably in realism. . !
* This would perhaps not be true with
any less splendid or complete production
than that now - offered at the Lyceum
theater. No less reverent in its treat-
ment of sacred things than the novel, the
play presents to the eye the very pletures
for the ‘making of which the ,novellst is:
compelled to depend upon the imagination
of- his. reader, - But the imagination is a
wonderful painter and it inevitably hap-
pens that some of the stage pictures do
not equal in splendor or impressiveness
the. imax'lnlnza that throng through the
,}n;nd of him who with understanding and
ntelligente ‘reasds the great story.

On'_the other hand, these wonderful
frtase pletures: bgar the impress of truth.

he chavdcteristic scenery of the Holy
Land, “the- va'rlapt' garb of Jew and Ro-
man and. Atab and Egyptian, the houses
of Antloch and. Jerusalem, the interior of
a Roman galley’ where slaves tolled in
tiers at the oars, the revels in the grove
ot Daphne, songs of ihe palm-bear-
-ing “followers saf:Jesus on Mount Olivet—
these-and the many. other scenes in the
long.ptoeduction-are as close to historical

‘| truth as it is possible fo1' the resourceful,

painstaking and generous modern producer
io make them. It is an educatlon, nay,
plmost a revelation, to see "Ben ilur”
upon the stage, to watch the very char-
acters of the: story move about .in their
cwn proper garb and environment, to hear
them speak to see theém act—to lose one's
self, in short, in the illusion which the
dramatic alone of all the arts is able to
produce so perfectly.

.There are times when the imagination
fiust help. One of these is in the famous
and much-discussed chariot race scene.
Wonderful as is the mechanism by-which
two chariots, each with four horses at-
tached, - seem to careen wildly and with
sickening - speed ' about .the course, the
spectator must half close his eyes and
vield himself up to the excitement with
which the alr is electriec. If he does not,
he will hear the roar of the sub-stage
machinery instead of the roar. of the race
course; he will gee the immoblile - pros-
cenium arch which frames the picture in-
stead of the crowded amphitheater at An-
tloch; he will note that the flying char-
iots do not for all their speed get outside
the area of his visioh, and at last when
Messala falls back, Yyielding a sublime
‘vengeance ‘to his noble enemy, a ven-
geancé won by nerve and prowess and
skill, - the looker-on will say to himself
“yery ingenious,” when he should be lost
in exultation over a great and just vic-
tory., The playwright has done well his
part in furnishing the antecedent inspira-
tion for the race—the coquetries of the
Egyptian with the two rivals in the race,
the ebullient enthusiasm of thelr parti-
zans, the laying, of great wagers wherein
the crafty Jew with the gulle of his na-
tion gets the most advantageous terms
out of the reckless and over-confildent Ro-
mans. And so It usually happens that
audiences, as that of last night did, go
wild with the joy of Ben Hur's victory
in the chariot race.

Consldered as a play, apart from its
scenle and . mechanical marvels, “Ben
Hur"” show the touch of a dramatist who
has been prudent enough to keep closa
to General Wallace's text and at the same
time clever enough to seléct the salient
and. essentially dramatic features of the
story and put them together sequentially
and with cumulative interest. Willlam
Young’s work has been well done. Using
the charlot race for the great climax of
the play, as it is of the book, he has
handled the more difficult denouement
of the miracle on Mount Olivet with deli-
cate precision,

The reverent.spirit in which the play is
conceived and enacted has.led to the adop-
tion of an expedient in this denouement
about which there will be honest differ-
ence of opinfon—the representation of
Jesus cleansing the lepers by a shaft of
pure, white llght. To General Wallace
this was the solution of all difficulties in
the dramatization of his book. He could
not consent to the actual impersonation of
the Nazarene on the state. It seemed
to him, as it would doubtless seem to
many others, irreverent and impossible,
Vet at Oberammergau no such thought
obtrudes upon the spectator, while In the
miracle play of “Everyman' recently pro-
duced in New York, the deity was imper-
personated by a man under Immensely
greater difficulties and, it is said, with
success, The objection to the shaft of
light is that it was not thus that Jesus
performed his miracles. To those upon
whom he laid the benison of his hand or
his word he appeared as a man, infinitely
compassionate and tender, but without
doubt a man. Yet it Is impossible to
deny that the scene is one of the most tm-
pressive In all stageland.

It sometimes happens that in a produc-
tlon where so much attention and money
Is expended on the scenic and mechanical
detalls, the standard of acting in the com-
pany is low. Happily, this is not the case
in “Ben Hur." The persons .in the cast
are with few exceptions equipped to give
to the noble dialogue of the play and its
tragic swing of action their full value.
William Farnum in the title ‘role fills the
eye with his handsome person and satisfies
the imagination with his conception. of
the woung prince. There are passages
where, sustained by the inspiration of a
real situation, he lets down too much
and permits his utterance to become Indis-
tinct, but in the really tense scenes—of
which there are many—he rises to the
emergency readily. In effective contrast
with his noble Impersonation is the Mes-
sala of Basil Gill, who realizes effectively
the arrogance, the passionate unrestraint
the hardness of the young Roman. Far
and away the finest piece of acting in the
production Is the Simonides of Dodson
Mitchell. The lights and shades of his
portrait of the faithful and wise old Jew,
racked with bodily pain but with a keen,
restless mind which overleaped all obsta-
cles, are remarkably denoted. Never are
the lines that constant pain draws on the
human face relaxed, even though rapidly
varying emotion appedr there. His scenes
with ‘Judah and with his daughter are
finely conceived and executed. +Perhapa
the master touch is where the servant tells
of the wonderful cures the Nazarene is
scattering along his pathway; the sud-

|
|

den hope that Irradiates the old man's]

face at that instant is beautiful to see.
Another flne characterization is that of
Hur's ‘mother by Mabel Bert, whose ex-
pressively modulated voice gives the pa-
thos of her plight an impressive. value,
Helen Prindiville as the sister of Hur
lends additional color ‘to the picture. EI-
len Mortimer plays the daughter of 8i-

monides, whose faithful and noble heart|

is finally rewarded with the love of the.
prince, rather inertly. She looks the part|
but her voice is inexpressive, Mabel Mor-|
timer Is alluring as the Egyptian and|
evinces a becoming suppleness both men-
tally and physically in that role. 'The|
Amrah of 8télla Boniface Weaver is, a
clear, sympathetic impersonation. Amons
the other characters, one should not fail
to speak of the picturesque Ilderim of)
Henry Weaver, Jr.the well-balanced Mal-
luch of Willlam Xelly or . the effective
Arrius and equally good Balthasar of/
Cha.rlea J. Wilson.

[.‘.ven ‘the roomy: stage of the Lyceum
was crowded last night with the singers:

‘and dancers and-the numerous personages’|

that throng many of the scenes. The
music, composed especially for the plece:
by Bdgar Stillman Kelley, proved for the
most part appropriate ‘and well inter-
preted. -The experiment. of putting on so
large a -production at the Lyceum—the.

gramped stage of the Metropolitan made
it impossible there—was ‘ 50 sucécessful

|that many in the great audience wera

strick with the desirability of transfer-)
ring the first class attractlons to that
commodious and well arranged theater.
It would need only new. seats to make
the Lyceum unimpeachable.
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|what fun we had—what sheer,

The ~audi- v
‘the

‘doubted.

the most exacting manager could desire,
—w B. Chamberlaln,

: “Busy Iuy" at the Bijou.

“Do you think marriage is a failure?”
asks one of the characters at the Bijou
this week.

*It's not half so nice as a failure,’”” re-
plies “Busy Izzy,” and the retort earns a
laugh from the audience.
| “Busy Izzy" is on the border line be-
tween farce comedy and burlesque. In
itself it is not remarkably funny and it is
wholly lacking In novelty; but, in pro-
ductlons of this character, it is the com-
pany and not the play that must be
reckoned ‘with, ‘and the company is com-
petent. George Sldney himself is not the
whole show. In fact, he Is only a small
part of it, and that “helps some.”

The first scene of “Busy lzzy" is in a
department store, and recalls the opening
act of ““The Floorwalkers.” The second is
in a hotel, and is remint ous
other similar scenes. Howe\rer. this is of
small moment, for the plece attains suc-
cess wholly. ‘through the merits of it
specialties, the pulchritude and agility of
its chorus, and the good character work
of one or two of the commedians, notabvly
Fred Wyckoft, tvhose “Rube"” is genu-
inely funny.

Of the specialties George Sidney's par-
ody on “Mr. Dooley” is a clever number.
Maud Campbell and Edward Clurk have a
pleasing musical bit in “Sally Mine,"” Miss
Helen Andrews sings a lullaby in good
style and Miss Florence Ackley merits the
applause she wins for her song, *“Across
the Sea.” “It's a Lovely Day for a Walk,"”
a burlesque of “Tell Me Pretty Malden,”
sung by a sextet, I3 also well done. The
Juggling Normans, who have been seen
here before, are as clever as ever.

4 —J. 8. Lawrence.

“Graustark” at the Metropolitan.

* In *“Graustark,” first produced on any
stage by the Ferris company at the Met-
ropolitan Sunday night, Miss Grace Hay-
ward "has turned out a play of obvlous
value, curieusly undramatic at times, but
strong in its later acts, and interesting
even where the action drags. The drama
%eeds revision, particularly in its earlier
passages. The first act is merely a suc-
cession of dialogues, and the second act
{8 scarcely better until the climax. After
that, however, the action moves with
more celerity and goes finely on to its

end. 3
Much of the talk appears necessary in

order to convey a knowled;va ot the M
Miss Hayward has, however, gone into
things too fully. The incidents of Gren-
fal Lorry’s meeting with the princess th
America could well be disposed of in a
few lines, whereas, in the Hayward
dramatization, thelr relation occuples sev-
eral minutes, and a minute, on the stage,
is a much longer tl.tne than xou might
suppose.

The opening of the seeond act iswerbose

and disappointing, but just as you have
made up your mind that the play is a dis-
mal fallure, matters mend, the action
quickens and the story is developed rap-
fdly and skilfully. The later acts are rich
in dramatic situations and the scene in
the throne room, where the young Amer-
ican wins the heart of the princess is
charming.
" There is a disrobing scene in the sec-
ond act that will probably cause com-
ment. The princess comes to her bed-
chamber and prepares to retire. 8She
goes about it In a matter of fact way,
without coquetry, but also without sug-
gestiveness. There is little to praise, but
absolutely nothing to condemn. The dis-
robing is merely incidental.

The third act is the finest; the fifth,
possibly the most dramatic. Throughout
Miss Hayward's ability as a stage mana-
ger is ovidenced by effective groupings
and picturesque staging. The costuming
is brilliant and the scena of the first act,
showing the exterior of the Regengeiz
hotel, is really fine.

The productlon acequires an additional
interest from the appearance of Miss
Hayward herself in the leading role. Sha
plays Princess Yetive with a nice under-
standing of the requirements, and makes
very much a woman, despite her regal
states, The princess’ concern for her
lover's safety: her indignation at insulis
offered her In her own palace; and, above
all, her love for the young American are
well brought out.

As Grenfal Lorry Mr. Ferris is not so
happily&cast. Sentiment is not for him.
He 1is, first of all, a comedian. With a
single grimace at his discomfited and no-
ble rival, Mr. Ferris utterly destroved tha
effect of one of his best scenes, that in
which he flees to the throne for protec-
tion, and in which the princess makes
public avowal of her love.

Ben Johnson, in the dual roles of Princa
Boloroz of Axphine and Prince Laurenz,
his son, was eminently satisfactory; and
W. D. Corbett gave a consistent and
forceful interpretation of Baron Dangloss,
Miss Maude Gilbert, as the Countess Dag-
mar, had few opportunities but made the
most of them. She wore a number of
stunning costumes.

—J. W. Lawrence.

Prince Charming

By MARY SINTON LEWIS i

(Copyright, 1902, by T. C. McClure.)

Clare Worthington sat before the flre
in the great oak-panelled library., She
had tried to read, but her book had
slipped, unheeded, to the floor, while her
thoughts wandered to that evening a
week ago when the man whom she was
now awaiting had asked her to be his
wife. She had begged for a few days in
which to consider her answer, and after
a week of severe mental struggle, she
that morning had maliled to him the fol-
lowing letter:

“My Dear Mr. Stsuntnn—lt seems best
‘to write what I have to say, as I have
an explanation to make without which I
should not feel justified In giving you
an answer. I was always a complete fail-
ure.as an actress, and so my only safety
lles In entire frankness. I trust it will
‘prové best in the.end for both of us.

*1 am not-in love with you. And it
has always been part of my creed that
marriage without love Is a terrible mis-
take. I have seen the girls with whom I
have grown up make, one by one, what
the world calle ‘excellent matcies.' 1,

“SPRAGUE,"”

BHE CRIED DESPERATELY,
“SPRAGUE."

' | meanwhile, have clung desperately to my

ideals and walited for the Prince Charm-
ing who should carry me off to his magic
ecastle in Wonderland. But Prince Charm-
ing has. never come. And now is It
best to wait for him any longer? It is
very doubtful whether he will ever come,
and even if he did. would Wonderland
be a Wonderland after all to a woman
of 32 years—or more? I think not.
“But I believe in marriage—and I be-
lleve in it for myself. I lead a bhusy,
happy life, but I long for wider scope,
bigger usefulness, closer friendship. Above
all, I need to be needed. as only a mar-
ried woman can be needed. And so I
come to tell you that I will be your wife.
You are too generous to misunderstand
my motives, or to think that I would
eonsent to marry_you if I could not give
you ecomplete honor, confidence, trust.
I feel for vou, too, a liking more cordial
than'1 have ever felt for any one else—
man or woman. Oh, we are good com-
panions—are we not? Do you remember
that first walk we took in the park, and
unadul-
terated fun? A man and woman ought
never to marry, I think, unless they en-
joy each other; unless they have gzood
times together. But you and I always do.
And, do you know, I am only just he-
ginning to realize what earnestness lies
underneath all your merry boyishness.
“Oh, you will glve me richly—richly all
that I need, and I shall make you happy.
will make you happy. If T did not
feel that I would not marry you. You
know that. 8o you will not be hurt about

1 Prince Charming? and we will bury him

deep—deep—you and I. Who knows what
gpirit of peace and happiness may rise
out of his grave? —*Clare.”

“When this letter had slipped out of
the girl’s fingers Into the box and she
had: heard the lid snap upon it, she
had feit as though an era of her life
had closed. The old order had changed,
yielded place to new. But, though she
was sacrificing the ideals for which sha
‘had so stoutly fought, she knew that her
motives wera pure and her heart clean.
It was her wisdom alone that she
Even. as she waited now to
hear her lover's step upon the flags out-
slde, she'was consclous’ of & vague fear,
e mming for the “mlght hava

the clock on the mantel. It was not
vet eight, and Sprague SBtaunton rareiy
called before half after eight. Then it
flashed across her mind that this would
be differecnt from other calls—that he
would be eager to reach her as soon ss
possible, that he would not sit thera in
the straight-macked chair on the op-
posite side of the fireplace and talk with
her with formal politeness, as he had
always done before. He was coming with
a lover's rights. He would take her to
his arms—she felt herself trembling as
the step in the hall came nearer. Tha
mald entered with a note. Clare tore it
open with fingers that shook.

“My Dear Clare—I cannot let you marry
me. When I tell vou this vou will realize,
perhaps, as vou have never done, what
my love for you means to me. I love you
passionately, entirely, with all my
strength, and that is the reason that ' 4
must give you up. Thank you—nh thank
you—for being honest with me!

“And walt, dear, for Prince Charming.
If he mever finds you, you will at least
Lave been true to what is best in you. In
being false to that, I am sure you would
never find the wider scope and the bigger

usefulness for which you long. Soma
would, in your place, perhaps. but not
you. You see that instead of being a

crusty old bachelor, as I ought to be, T am
a young idealist still—but that is all your
fault.

“T am going to drop in soon after my
note reaches you, just for a quiet good-
by. I find that I cannot go away without
that. There is a piece of work in London
that must be looked after, and I am glad
to take the chance for a sea trip. Faith-
fully yours, —Sprague Staunton.”

As the girl finished reading the letter,
the fire, crackling noisily. threw a spark
at her feet. She watched it slowly bore
its way into the Persian rug, then flicker
and go out. She realized with a start
that she had not extinguished it, Rising,
she swept the hearthstone clear of ashes
and arranged the fender to protect the
rug. Stepping to the glass, she pinned a
stray lock of hair into its place. Then
she sat down and tried to think. But her
mind seemed strangely blank. Ewven the
crackling of the fire annoyed her.

She could not have told whether she had
sat there a minute or an hour when the
maid brought her Spmgue Staunton's
card.

When he came in the room seemed to
brighten. There was a sunshine about his
personality which every one felt without
quite understanding. This evening his
face was unclouded. The girl looked at
him and wondered. Was this the man
whose letter lay in her lap?

“You got my note? Is it all right?"” he
asked her. Bhe nodded silently.

Then with a quick change of tone:
“Thank vou,” he said. “and now I am off
on a sea trip—old seadog that T am. I can
fairly smell the salt already.””

“You ought to have been a sailor,”
said, quickly responsive.

And so they talked of his trip, of his
stay In London, of her plans for the com-
ing winter—of everything save of the one
subject that lay heavy on both their
hearte. 4

When he rose to go, Clare rose too, and
stood before him. her back to the fire,
As the light struck suddenly upon his
face, she saw that his eyes were full of
tenderness. Butl his volece did not break
and the grip of his hand was firm when
he bade her good-by.

As she heard his guick step ring along
the hall the room began suddenly to swim
round her. Her throat grew dry; her
heart seemed to stop beating. In a mo-
ment the heavy front door would open and
close again and Sprague Staunton would
be gone out of her life forever.

Mastered by an emotion such as she
had never known, she stretched out her
arms blindly and called his name. She
heard the front door open. Oh, if he
should not hear! She- forgot that she
could recall himn by a note on the morrow,
forgot everything save that he was going

she

from her, and that she must not let
h'!rn go. !

Sn'msue"‘ she cried desperately.
“Sprague!"’

In an Instant he was beside her and had
gathered her into his arms.

“I love you! Oh how I love you—
Prince Charrning she whispered. i

'TRADITION BACKED BY SCIENCE.
i Brookings (8. D.) Press,
Science has come to the relief of tradi-
tion. A Washington man has discovered

that the human breath is colored, the tints

varying according to the emotions of the
mind and the general condition of the sub-
ject. This theory will bear out the cone
viction that will be felt to-morrow morning,
that there is a dark brown taste ln
mouth.

LIBRARY PROCESS SLOW BY COM«
PARISON.
Des Moines Capital, .

Mr,  Carnegie states that he would like
to be an editor. That would oer}l.inly be a
much more expeditions method of
rid of his wealth t.lmn the ltbn.ry
| lishing nrweu ;




