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YANSANTAND 
THE SPEAKER 

The Governor's Attitude in/the Con-
•' test Being Misrepresented by 

\ Baboock Workers. 

He Has Indicated to Inquirers That 
He Has a Preference; Not 

$• Babcock. 

Patronage Held in Hennepin Being 
.Used as an Argument Against 

. . Johnson. 

HOAR'S ANTI
TRUST BILL 

Watering of Stock Prohibited and 
a Certain Amount of Pub

licity Assured. 

State Laws Against the Abuse of 
Corporate Power Taken as 

Models. 

Some of Br . Babcock's supporters, more 
endowed w i t h nerve than wi th discretion, 
h a v e been spreading the tip about among 
m e m b e r s of the house that Governor V a n 
Sant really favored Babcock. Some of the 
aforesaid members have found s u c h a 
s ta t ement hard to swallow, and sought the 
governor to see w h a t he had to say. Whi le 
their conversat ion w a s confidential, it has 
leaked out that they left t h e governor's 
presence fully satisfied tha t he had a pref
erence in the speakership contest , and 
that it w a s not Babcock. They have 
found that whi le the governor, for fear of 
s eeming to dictate , refrains from a public 
express ion aga ins t Dr. Babcock, he is s in 
cerely hoping that the house will not be 
organized by enemies of h is adminis tra
tion and policies, a s he plainly indicated 
in h i s published interview. In private 
conversat ion he does not hes i ta te t o e x 
press his mind. 

Much stress has been laid upon the g o v 
ernor's at t i tude in the matter . Several 
members have justified their support of 
babcock on the ground that the governor 
did not care, and had n o t expressed a 
preference. With in the las t day or t w o 
they have learned differently by person
ally wa i t ing on the governor and ta lking 
the thing over. N o w that they k n o w the 
governors inmost mind on the subject , it 
remains to be seen whether t h e y really 
w a n t to stand by h im a n d carry out h is 
policies, or were only us ing the argument 
of the governor's indifference a s a n excuse 
for w a n t of someth ing better. 

Hennepin Not Hoggish. 
Another a r g u m e n t be ing used for B a b 

cock and aga ins t Johnson is the s ta tement 
that Hennepin county h a s more than^ her 
share, and is trying tjj hog everything. It 
t akes very l i t t le incj^py to show that H e n 
nepin has fared no Ttfetter in the distribu
t ion of p lums than the s ix th district , for 
Instance, in which Dr. Babcock l ives . 

The fifth district has in federal offices 
the Uni ted S ta tes marshal , one deputy, 
and a n as s i s tant distr ict at torney. In 
s l a t e offices it" has the l ieutenant g o v 
ernor, governor's private secretary, public 

. examiner, labor commissioner, factory in
spector, and a s s i s t a n t dairy and food c o m 
missioner. 

The s ix th district h a s in federal offices 
e Uni ted S ta tes senator, collector of c u s 
t o m s for Minnesota, a deputy marshal , 
chief t imber est imator w i t h h i s clerk, a n d 
e ight est imators a t $8 per day. In s ta te 

• offices the s ixth h a s the secretary of s tate , 
one judge of the supreme court, clerk of 
the supreme court, t w o m e m b e r s of the 
board of control, governor's executive , 
clork, and the statie land clerk: B o t h d is 
tr icts have minor office posit ions, but in 
the w e i g h t y plums the s ixth is w a y ahead 
of Hennepin, though far less in population 
a n d in paying taxes , a lso in republican 
majorit ies , if it comes to a quest ion of 
polit ics. 

A Hennepin Caucus To-day . 
. Wil l Hennep in s tand by Johnson? 

This quest ion absorbed all interest in 
the speakership fight to-day. The de lega-
s ion caucused a t the Windsor hotel in St. 
Paul shortly after 4 p. m. The call w a s 
issued by P. C. Deming , chairman of 
the delegation, and circulated by George 
R. Smith . The object of the caucus w a s 
not s tated, but the movers were a v o w e d 
Babcock men , and Mr. Johnson w a s not 

. informed of the call until noon to-day. 
The Babcock m e n were jubilant, declar
ing that they would capture a majori ty 
of the Hennepin fifteen. The prevalent 
opinion before the caucus w a s that the 
b e s t Babcock could hope for w a s the 
abrogat ion of the u n i t rule. The Johnson 
m e n did not feel very sure of their ground 
but bel ieved they could hold ten of the 
delegat ion solid. 

Opinion about the storm center a t the 
Windsor hotel to -day w a s that Hennepin's 
caucus would sett le the fight one w a y or 
the other. W i t h a major i ty of his col
l eagues s tanding pat, Johnson should win. 
W i t h a major i ty aga ins t h im, he could 
hardly hope to hold the s trength he had 
this morning. Stevenson , Armstrong, 
Fryberger and Nolan are conceded to B a b 
cock. D e m i n g has wi th in t w o days 
promised to s tand by Johnson, a s long a s 
h e has a show. 

Y e t he is claimed b y Babcock, and so is 
Smith, w h o f s a member of the s teer ing 
c o m m i t t e e that declared for Johnson. 
Bardwel l and Fosseen are claimed b y both 
s ides , but have not asked to be released, 
from their pledges to Johnson. The other 
seven are s teadfast fo rthe home man, 
and Messrs . Girling, Shearer, Shove and 

, Gillette were on hand this morning a n d 
a t work. 

More Strength for Johnson. 
The Johnson ranks rece ived strong re

inforcements th is morning from the coun
try. From the seventh district came 
Ofsthun, Benson, Gandrud and Wichman. 
JIaugen and Benne t t came down from the 
ninth. O. D . Larson, w h o is counted in 
the Babcock camp, also arrived to-day. 

The Johnson m e n w e r e full of g inger 
and took hold of th ings w i t h a vigor that 
would h a v e entirely changed the face of 
things , but for the impending cloud from 
Hennepin . 

Congressional interference in the 
speakership fight is more serious to the 
members than a n y act iv i ty the governor 
m a y show and m e m b e r s are express ing 
resentment a t Congressman Heatwo le ' s 
pers is tent "plugging" for Babcock. 

Ray Jones on Deck. 
L ieutenant Governor Ray W . Jones h a s 

opened headquarters a t the Windsor, room 
255, and is "at home" to the newly in
coming senators for consul tat ion on c o m 
mi t tee a s s ignments . 

Rev. G. L. Morrill of Minneapolis w a s 
a t the Windsor to -day looking up his 
chances to be chaplain of the house. H i s 
principal opponent is Rev. H. W. K n o w l e s 
of Duluth, w h o officiated for the las t 
house. 

The majori ty of the m e m o e r s are not 
expected to arrive in St. Paul unti l Mon
day morning. 

Senator Al Ferris of Brainerd joined the 
Babcock phalanx a t the Merchants hotel 
to-day, c losing h i s tour of the s ta te in 
the doctor's interest . 

Ives Makes a Move. 
G. S. Ives of St. Peter , former l i euten

a n t governor, chairman of the t a x c o m 
mission, and candidate for congress in 
the third district las t fall, wil l become 

, ' a member of the St. Paul bar. H e will 
t- r emove from St. Pe ter and h a n g out 

his shingle in the capitol c i ty in a f ew 
it w e e k s . 

From The Journal Bureau, Boom 45, Post Build
ing, 'Washington. 
Wash ington , Jan. 2.—Senator Hoar h a s 

completed h i s ant i - t rus t bill and wi l l g ive 
it to the press to -n ight or to -morrow. 
N e x t w e e k he purposes to speak a t some 
length in explanation of its principal f ea 
tures . The bill will provide for a spe 
cial fund for the u s e of the at torney g e n 
eral in p».shfng the : su i t s already begun. 
The wateijfcg 6f *+hck is to be prohibited 
and corporation^ are forbidden to m a k e 
contracts in e x c e s s of their capital stock. 
The fu l l e s t -publicity: is provided for up 
to a point tliat; W i l ^ r p t e c t a concern from 
the too close s c r u t i n y o f ' i t s rivals . 

The provisions regarding pubjic^ty re 
late t o all inst i tut ions, both! Jarge* a n d 
small, doing bus iness w i thout personal re 
sponsibil ity. The regulation of t h e s e con
cerns does not stop a t w h a t are k n o w n a s 
trusts , but includes al l corporations where 
large a m o u n t s of. capital are concerned. 
Great care hav Veen taken in drawing the 
bill so that v j io injury shall be done to a n 
honest bus iness and that the formation 
of great enterprises shall not be discour
aged. 

Senator Hoar helped rame the Sherman 
ant i - t rus t law and has s ince been of 
the opinion that it afforded sufficient 
protection aga ins t trusts , the only n e c 
essary th ing be ing the decis ion by the 
supreme court on the technical phrase, 
"fh restraint of trade." Occasion h a s no t 
ar isen for such a n opinion and a s the 
at torney general desired addit ional a u -
thorty Mr. Hoar w a s requested by 
President Roosevel t to take the m a t t e r 
in charge. H e had several conferences 
wi th the president and learned his v i e w s 
on the subject . H e also d iscussed all 
phases of the quest ion w i t h At torney 
General Knox. In beginning the prepara
tion of h is bill Senator H o a r determined 
to take for h i s model the l a w s aga ins t 
the abuse of corporate power n o w e n 
forced by the • m o s t conservat ive s ta tes . 
H e devoted considerable t ime to s tudy
ing ant i - t rus t l aws of the" var ious s ta tes 
and his influence will doubtless go far 
toward securing act ion on the bill. H e 
has completed the speech he wil l m a k e 
in explanat ion of h is measure . H e wil l 
go thoroughly into the power of congress 
under the const i tut ion to regulate inter
nat ional and interstate commerce . H e 
bel ieves the const i tut ion g ive s sufficient 
authority w i t h o u t amendment . 

—W. W. Jermane. 

CONTROL OF THE 
STEEL TRADE 

U. S. Steel Corporation Believed to 
Be About to Take a Long Step 

Toward It. 

J. J. Hill's Ore-Bearing Lands on 
the Mesaba Hay Soon Be 

Leased to It. 

This Bange Holds the Key to the 
Situation and Deal Is of Vast 

Importance. 

Special to The Journal. 
Duluth, Minn., Jan. 3.—A step of. great 

er importance than a n y taken s ince i t s 
formation is general ly credited the m a n 
a g e m e n t of the Uni ted S ta te s Steel Cor
poration. I t is a far more important m o v e 
than the absorption of n e w stee l m a k i n g 
concerns like the Sharon and Union Steel 
companies . I t is a s t ep that , though 

RAP AT DOCTOR L 
HARPER'S SCHOOL 

Dr. John Bsutoont Tells Why He 
Thinks Chicago University 

Cannot Prosper. . 

It Is Supported by Money Gained in 
Defiance of Commercial. 

Morality. 

He Thinks That No Beggar in the 
Street Should Acoept a Rocke

feller Dollar. 

New York Sun 5S^eoJal. Service. 
Chicago, "Jan. \p.—"The Univers i ty of 

Chicago, being ^supported a s it# i s w i t h 
money wh^ch is. ga ined in defiance of 
commercial morality, cannot, in m y j u d g 
ment , ever b e . a; success in the world of 
educat ion," said_ Dr. John Bascom, w h o 
is in the c i ty en. route home after a v is i t 
in Milwaukee, "where h e addressed the 

THE BOOM;IN* V 
BEET SUGAR 

Secretary Wilson Calls Attention to 
Some Interesting Facts in 

the Business. 

Economies of Production Will Soon 
Make It Possible to Un-

dersell Cuba. ~ 

He Thinks That Within Five Years 
the United States Will Supply 

Its Own Demand. 

From The Journal Bureau, Boom 45, Post Build
ing:, Washington. 
Washington , Jan. 2.—Senator P ia t t of 

Connect icut has returned to Wash ing ton 
for the remainder of the sess ion. H e 
characterizes all the arguments t h u s far 
advanced aga ins t the Cuban reciprocity 
treaty a s "pure nonsense ," a n d says they 
wil l be fully m e t when , the t i m e comes . 

*o 

DID SHE BUNCO SCHLEY? 

Interesting Events in tjie Life ot 
Misi Edna Weller Mc-

Clellan. . 

New York Sun Special Service. 
N e w York, Jan. .2.—Admiral Winfieid 

Scott Schley, w h o h a s arrived in town, 
w a s m u c h interested in reading the story 
of a sui t b e g u n a g a i n s t t h e es ta te of 
Charles Broadway Rouss , the blind mil
lionaire, by Miss Edna Wel ler McClellan. 
It w a s not the fact that Miss McClellan 
wished to col lect the $35 a w e e k w h i c h 
Rouss had agreed to pay her for life w h i c h 
interested the admiral so m u c h a s the 
fact that Miss McClellan w a s the y o u n g 
w o m a n w h o started out to raise a fund 
by popular subscription whereby the 
Amer ican people would present h im a 
home. 

"I w a s great ly surprised," said the ad
miral, "to learn tha t the fund amounted 
to anyth ing like $5,000 or $6,000." 

"How m u c h did y o u receive from Miss 
McClellan?'' 

"Well, it m i g h t prejudice the y o u n g 
w o m a n in the opinion of the publ ic if I 
tctld." 

"Did y o u rece ive $5,000?" 
'"Well, to be frank," said the admiral, 

"it w a s a check I got w h i c h called for 
m u c h less than $1,000. B u t I had under
stood that that w a s all the fund amounted 
to ." 

W • THE FIRST SECTION' 
OF THE PACIFIC CABtE 

IT IS OPEN FOB BUSINESS TO-DAY—A LONG PBESS DISPATCH 
FBOM HAWAII COMES OVER IT. 

Interesting Story of the Landing of the Cable Upon the Soil of the Pic
turesque Sans Souci Park at Honolulu Amid the Shouting of 
Thousands of People and the Explosion of a Band of Music—The 
First Message Is Sent to President Roosevelt, 

*> 

i I 

B y Pacific Cable to the Assoc ia ted Press . 
Honolulu, Jan. 2.—The laying of the 

first sect ion of the Pacific cable, w h i c h 
wil l connect the U n i t e d S ta tes w i t h i t s 
insular possess ions , w a s completed a t 8:40 
last night, w h e n the t w o ends were 
brought together in Molokai channel near 
the point of landing a t the beautiful pri
v a t e park of S a n s Souci Breach, five 
mi le s e a s t of the c i ty of Honolulu. 

W i t h ; the shore end landed there still 
remained a span of a lmost t w o score of 
mi le s to be closed b e t w e e n the buoyed 
deep s e a end in Molokai channel and the 
heavy beach l ine laid a half mi le out from 
shore. 

The c los ing of th is g a p proved a t a s k 
that taxed the pat ience a s well a s the 
ingenuity of the Si lvertown's staff. F i v e 
days elapsed, the m o s t of w h i c h w a s 
spent in a w a i t i n g the favor of the wind 
and sea before their labors were c o m 
pleted and the first s ignal flashed a long 
the entire l ength of t w o thousand and 
more miles . 

Story of the Landing. 
H a v i n g buoyed the deep s e a end of 

the cable In the turbulent Molokai chan
nel a t 5:20 o'clock on the morning of 
Friday, Dec . 26, after m u c h difficulty 
and great risk, the cable ship Si lvertown 
came, on to Honolulu, docking a t the 
naval wharf a t noon. T h e big ship w a s 
m e t in the harbor by tugs and excursion 
boats , carrying we lcoming delegat ions 
w i t h bands of music , and escorted to 
the wharf where a great crowd awaited. 
It w a s the intent ion of the engineer in 
charge of the expedit ion to take on board 
one thousand tons of coal a s ballast and 
a w a i t favorable weather to return, pick 
up the s e a end and bring it c lose in 
shore and- buoy it. The shore end of the 
cable w a s then to be laid out and the 
final connect ion made a t that point. . 

Saturday brought no improvement in 
the , wea ther condit ions. The wind blew 
great g u n s from the northeast and craft 
arriving through the channel reported the 
s e a stirred into a maels trom. It w a s 
then decided to m a k e no move that day, 
but to delay the a t t e m p t until Sunday 
morning. Dec . 28, w h e n a s tart w a s made . 
The Aessel had not proceeded one mi le 
from the dock w h e n the full force of a 
gale from behind , t h e high, hills struck 

lous. The wind continued to blow a ga le 
from the northeast . 

N o boat necessary in the picking u p of 
the buoy could have survived, and n o 
thought w a s g iven to making t h e a t t e m p t 
a t th is t ime. Another mark buoy w a s 
put down some distance a w a y and t h e 
Silverton returned to Honolulu harbor a n d 
anchored off shore. I t w a s agreed b e 
t w e e n Captain Morton and Chief Cable 
Engineer B e n e s t t h a t n o further w o r k 
would"-be a t tempted until the w i n d abated 
and the s ea s calmed. 

From Tuesday unti l Thursday nothing: 
w a s done. 

On the first day of the n e w year scarce
ly a breeze stirred the w a t e r s of the har 
bor and advice came to the ship from * 
Diamond H e a d l ighthouse tha t t h e c h a n 
nel w a s quite and calm, w i t h only a 
moderate swell running. 

Shortly after 4 o'clock in the morn ing ' 
the Si lverton heaved anchor a n d m a d e a 
s tart down the bay. 

T h e Last Splice Made. 
A t dayl ight she arrived off Koko Head , 

where the shore end h a d been b u o y e d 
s ince Monday. W i t h l i tt le difficulty the5 

l ine from the bot tom w a s spliced upon 
deck and passed over the s tern s h e a v e s ', 
and a start w a s made for the outer buoy. 
The cable w a s paid out a t the rate of 
s e v e n knot s a n hour. Shortly after 1 
p. m. the Si lverton reached the point 
where the San Francisco end w a s buoyecL». 
The sea w a s not rough but the swel l rolled 
the vesse l considerably. Great care w a s 
taken in handling her whi le tak ing up t h e 
buoy. I t w a s finally accomplished a t 3:44 
p. m. The connect ion w i t h the t e s t i n g -
room w a s quickly made and San F r a n c i s 
co responded promptly to the" call. C o n 
gratulat ions and compiments of the s e a 
son passed b e t w e e n the ship and S a n 
Francisco, and the shore connect ion w a s 
then made a t 4:40. 

DEATH IN SUDDEN FORM 
Lifeless Body of Ex-Congressman 

Castle Found in His Yard 
at Stillwater. 

Special to The Joarnal; 
Sti l lwater. Minn., Jan. 2.—3. N. Castle, 

ex -congres sman from th i s district , w a s 
found dead in h is chicken yard shortly 
after noon to-day. H e w a s a chicken 
fancier of much repute in this sect ion and 
had gone to the yard to feed h i s fowls 
w h e n stricken w i t h heart failure. 

A physic ian who w a s immediate ly s u m -

RAISING THE MORTGAGE 
If Our Southern Brother Would Use a Little of His Surplus Energy in Clearing His Conti. 

nent of Debt, No One Would Find Any Fault. 

peaceful and but w h a t a n y wel l m a n a g e d 
similar concern should take, wil l do more 
than a n y other to secure control of the 
s tee l trade. 

This s t ep Is the absorption of the west 
ern Mesaba ore bear ing lands be longing 
to J a m e s J. Hil l a n d the Great Northern. 
Whi l e the consummat ion of such a deal 
m a y not h a v e y e t come it is be l ieved to 
be a t l eas t under negot ia t ion w i t h pros 
pects of early se t t l ement . 

E v e r s ince J a m e s J. Hi l l bought the 
Wright & D a v i s t imber interests near 
Hibbing a n d their Duluth , Mississ ippi 
River & Northern road he h a s been a 
constant ly increas ing factor in the ore 
trade, unti l n o w h i s holdings are second 
only to those of the Uni ted S ta te s Steel . 
H e paid $4,000,000 for the W r i g h t & 
D a v i s holdings, $1,000,000 for the D u l u t h 
& Winn ipeg road, nearly a s m u c h for the 
latter's bonds, and has s ince spent mi l 
l ions in equipping and rebuilding the 
roads a n d in exploring ore lands. H e is 
the chief individual holder w e s t of H i b 
b ing and a very important land owner a s 
far e a s t a s Virginia, in township 58, range 
17. 

Many of tbe Hi l l tracts h a v e been 
leased to independent min ing a n d stee l 
m a k i n g companies , outs ide the Uni ted 
S ta te s Steel , b u t the bulk of h i s lands 
were untaken . These are n o w under
stood to b e about to pass into Uni ted 
S ta te s Stee l control, b y lease . Mr. Hil l 
will g e t a royalty a n d the traffic to Lake 
Superior on. the ore. 

I t i s a comparat ive ly easy th ing for 
m e n w i t h m o n e y to build steel mil ls and 
blast furnaces , b u t nobody c a n build an 
ore m i n e un les s he h a s the ore. For 
good reasons very l i t t le ore is be ing found 
on Lake Superior as ide from the Mesaba 
range. T h a t range is the k e y to the 
s i tuat ion. W i t h U n i t e d S ta tes Stee l hold
ing the lands, of the Minnesota Iron c o m 
pany, Oliver Iron Mining company, Rock
efeller, Hill , Sharon Ore company, D o n n a 
Mining company and others , the great 
bulk is gone. Of course Jthere are m a n y 
scat ter ing individual mines , and inde
pendent consumers stil l hold m a n y h u n 
dred mill ion tons , b u t the opportunity for 
n e w concerns to c o m e in and find ore is 
more l imited t h a n a t any t i m e in the 
past , so far a s the n o w recognized fields 
for exploration are concerned. 

THE KINS FOR HER. 
Ciiinngo Record-Herald. 

"And wh>," asked the manager, "do jou dc-
sirf» pKppclnlly to appear in a problem play?" 

"Well.".she modestly replied, "my friends tell 
— r hare such a eood figure." ^y*-

JAMES N. CASTLE. 

moned, said that death took place some 
t ime before the discovery of the body. 
J a y Castle, a young nephew of the dead 
man, found the remains . 

Mr. Castle w a s 65 years of a g e and c a m e 
to St i l lwater in 1862 and soon became 
prominent social ly and politically -in the 
community . H e served • in congress a n d 
held other offices. Las t fall h e w a s ' t h e 
democratic candidate for (Sounty a t tor
ney. H e w a s a Knight Templar. H i s 
wi fe died some years ago and his only 
re lat ives here were the members of the 
family of his half brother, Luke , C. 
Castle. -.r,'t 

The arrangements for the funeral 
services have no t been made . 

Wiscons in Teachers ' associat ion. H e w a s 
fifteen years ago president of the Uni 
versi ty of Wiscons in . 

"I hold," contined the professor, "that 
no professor of economics or of sociology 
in a school supported a s is the^ Univers i ty 
of Chicago, can be expected to fulfil h is 
miss ion. Certainly h e would no t crit i 
cize Mr. Rockefel ler or the methods used 
by the Standard Oil company to monop
olize business . N e i t h e r can the divinty 
school of t h a t univers i ty prosper. H o w 
can the teachers in tha t department talk 
against a monopoly that h a s thrived 
through technical v io lat ions of the in
terstate commerce law, by obtaining priv
i leges from railroads w h i c h the ordinary 
shipper cannot get , and by freezing out 
small competi tors? H o w can the theo 
logical professor in s u c h a school instruct 
the young m a n rightly on a m o s t impor
tan t quest ion? 

'I bel ieve the problem presented by the 
Standard Oil company i s one which n a t 
urally would have t o be di lated upon in 
the c lassrooms of a representat ive uni 
versity. I k n o w I have to refer to i t no t 
infrequently in m y work." 

Dr. Basco'm w a s asked if he would 
apply his theory to all charitable bequests 
that Mr. Rockefeller bes tows . H e replied: 

"Well, I should say that if a beggar 
came up to Mr. Rockefeller and asked for 
a dollar and then discovered w h e r e the 
dollar w a s coming from, if he were a b e g 
gar w h o discriminated b e t w e e n one dol
lar and another, he would promptly r e 
fuse the m o n e y of the Standard Oil m a g 
nate ." 

POOR ROADS FOR LOGGING. 
Special to The Journal. 

Stillwater. Minn., Jan. 2.—George Lammers 
returned this morning from his lumber camps 
near Drummond, Wis. The roads are poor in that 
locality, he says, and loggers haye not made the 
progress expected.—William Marston has been 
received at the prison from Olmsted county to 
serve a year and a half for assault.—The fune
ral of William Steinkant will be held to-morrow 
afternoon at 2 o'clock. L 

T H E FIRST MESSAGE-

It Flashed Into San Francisco a t (A% 
O'clock Last Night . > " 

San Francisco, Jan. 2.^—San Franc i sco 
and Honolulu are n o w connected by. cabje. 
The first words passed undejr t h e ocean 
a f ew m o m e n t s after i l . o'clock la s t n ight . 
The wire worked perfectly. 

The Si lvertown, just , before splicing the 
ends, some thirty - mi les off shore from 
Honolulu, telegraphed- both w a y s for the 
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ROOSEVELT IN THE ALKANACH. 
New York, Jan. 2.—President Roosevelt is 

accorded the honor of a portrait in the Al-
manach de Gotha for 1903. which has just made 
its appearance. This edition is the 140th in 
the history ot this compilation. Along with the 
president's appear portraits of King Edward and 
Queen Alexandra. x*^\.^.iT: 

— — ' ̂ v - ' '*''•* 
The average longev i ty in the Uni ted 

S(tate« w a s 35.2 Ui 1909., 
' / • ' ' , ' * ' 

A CONSPIRACY TO ROB 
Strathcona Merchants Said to Be In-
.*.. volved as Receivers of the 

Stolen Property. 
Special to The Journal. 

Edmonton, Alberta, Jan. 2.—A case of 
robbing the Strathcona fre ight shed i s b e 
ing invest igated. T w o young m e n e m 
ployed in the" shed are implicated and have 
confessed their guilt. One or more of the 
Strathcona merchants are mixed up in the 
bus iness a s receivers of stdlen. property. 
The the iev ing has been g o i n g on for some 
t ime, and w a s brought t o a head b y the 
discovery of ratskins ' cons igned from 
Ponoka to Stennett , a n E d m o n t o n fur 
buyer, in the store of a Starthcona m e r 
chant named Latimer. 

Adv ices jus t received from Grand Pra i 
rie and Lesser Slave lake report fur p len
tiful. A t P e a c e river cross ing and further 
north fox and marten are numerous and 
lower down towards Athabasca landing, 
lynx and rats are plentiful. 

T h e weather w a s open a t Grand Prairie 
on the 9 th ult . Stock w a s grazing. W h e a t 
a n d vegetab les proved a h ighly successful 
crop. A sample of the first crop of oa t s 
ra ised there w a s brought "in to-day . The 
Litt le Slave river is reported a s be ing in 
a h ighly dangerous condition for travel. 
Several t e a m s broke through the ice and 
were drowned. 

The m o s t encouraging bit of informa
tion in regard to the future of the bee t 
sugar industry and one that has impor
tant , bearing on the Cuban treaty c o m e s 
from Secretary Wilson, than w h o m no 
one i s more competent to speak. F o r e 
see ing that c loser treaty relat ions w i t h 
Cuba were Inevitable, Secretary Wi l son 
h a s directed the a t tent ion of the sc i en
t i s t s in his department to the cheapen
ing of sugar production and he n o w b e 
l i eves that w i th in five years the Uni ted 
S ta te s wil l be in a posit ion to supply i t s 
own enormous demand for sugar, e s t i 
mated for the las t year a t 6,020,000,000 
pounds, or 70 pounds per capita, a t a 
price not exceeding t w o cents a pound. 
This s t a t e m e n t analyzed m e a n s that e v e n 
if a 20 per cen t concess ion i s granted to 
Cube on her sugar product the t ime is 
close a t hand w h e n b y improved methods 
American manufacturers will be able tc 
unce i se l l Cuba and all other competi tors . 

Secretary Wi l son says , "There is no 
more profitable branch of farming than 
the growing of sugar bee t s ," and he pro
duces figures t o prove his s ta tement . The 
soil survey of the agricultural department 
i s constant ly d iscovering n e w land on 
w h i c h sugar bee t s m a y be grown w i t h 
profit. L a s t y e a r these discoveries e m 
braced extens ive areas in N e w York and 
California and the entire count ies of 
Cerro Gordo and Story, Iowa. Irrigation 
promises to add m a n y mil l ion acres to th is 
area in a number of wes tern s tates . Whi le 
to -day the average sugar bee t grower 
produces approximately twe lve tons of 
bee t s per acre a t a net profit of $18 to $24, 
under irrigation the returns are i m m e 
diate ly increased t o thirteen tons of beets , 
richer in sugar, and the ne t profit is 
largely increased. B u t m u c h greater in 
creases are predicted b y Secretary W i l 
son a s the result of the application of 
improved methods and scientific principles) 
a n d he says that m a n y farmers already 
rece ive from $75 to $100 a n acre wi thout 
increased cost of production, and tha t the 
t ime i s not far d i s tant w h e n all up- to -date 
farmers will secure equally sat i s factory 
yields. H o m e - g r o w n beet seed will a l so 
cheapen the cost of production and profits 
will be still further increased by the 
greater demand for bee t pulp for catt le 
feed a s the wes tern ranges gradually fail. 
Secretary Wi l son says that the amount 
of sugar in the bee t s has been increas ing 
for years a s a result of se lect ion and 
breeding a t t h e rate of about one-half of 
1 per cen t per year and that the l imit of 
th i s increase has not been reached. 

W h e n t h e bee t sugar industry w a s in i t s 
infancy, there w a s , no one in public life 
more anx ious - than Secretary Wi l son tha t 
i t should have all the protection necessary 
to i t s proper deve lopment , but so sa t i s 
factory h a s been the results of tha t pro
tect ion that , in the opinion of the secre
tary, t h e great essent ia l n o w i s a n a b 
sence of ag i ta t ion w h i c h m a y operate to 
divert i n v e s t m e n t of capital tha t would 
otherwise be a t tracted to so profitable an 
industry. W i t h the assurance of s tabi l i ty 
it i s bel ieved that capital will gladly seek 
beet sugar-production and that in a short 
time it will-have developed to anoint 
where therg tteett tee ho ffcaY ©r;t»etjtfri 
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to go outside, a s picking up the buoy in 
the channel w a s .quite impossible . 

It w a s then determined to lay the shore 
end whi le the condit ions were favorable 
on that side of ^tiie island. The Si lver-
town w a s taken' in shore wi th in half a 
mi le of the coral reef and preparations 
were made to haul a l ine ashore. The 
character of the bottom, which is rock, 
with a narrow opening through the coral 
reef, rendered great care necessary in 
placing the extremely h e a v y type of 
cable used: Throughout the day crowds 
ashore watched the s t e a m launches run
ning in and .out an'd wa i t ed pat ient ly the 
actual landing of t h e longrexpected sub
marine te legraph. 

A t 4:45 p.. m. the end of the cable left 
the Si lvertown's bow w i t h balloon buoys 
a t tached a t intervals of fifty feet. A 
half -mile of h e a v y l ine w a s hauled 
ashore by s t eam power w i thout hi tch or 
halt. One hour and five minutes from 
the t ime the l ine left the Si lvertown the 
cable w a s hauled upon the soil of p ic
turesque Sans Souci Park, amid the 
shouts of thousands and the crash of a 
band .of music , playing a cable march 
dedicated to Pres ident Mackay. Jus t a s 
the cable touched the shore a h e a v y 
shower of rain fell upon the gai ly a t 
t ired mult i tude, but danger of a we t t ing 
w a s ignored in the eagerness to catch 
a glimpse? of the m a g i c line tha t w a s to 
connect t h e m w i t h the rest of the world. 

There w a s no official ceremony* a t the 
t ime, further than the laying of a lei, or 
nat ive wreath , upon t h e end of the cable 
by Mrs. H a w e s , w h o repeated the cus tom
ary nat ive greet ing, "Aloha." 

The Si lvertown remained a t anchor 
holding to the l ine unti l near noon Mon
day, Dec . 29, w h e n she moved out upon 
the course prescribed by the chart in 
pay ing out the cable. S i x mi les were laid 
to a point off Koko head. A t th is point 
rough s eas were encountered and the line 
w a s buoyed. A start w a s immediate ly 
made for Molokai channel to invest igate 
whether or not the buoy had weathered 
the buffeting to w h i c h it had been sub
jected for nearly three days . Some a n x 
ie ty w a s expressed lest it had been over
whe lmed and al lowed the line a t tached to 
the end of the 2,000-mile strand to carry 
away . Fortunately , however , no such d is 
a s t e r had occurred. {The buoy w a s riding 
in safety b u t the marked buoy, which had 
been dropped near i t on Fr iday morning, 
Dec. 26, had disappeared. The s ea s were 
running even higher than thi*ee days p r e v -

ble. Th a t t ime was -des i red t o insure t h e 
perfect hardening of the gu t ta percha i n 
the splice after the jo int should be low
ered overboard from the ship in a b o u t 
2,500 fee t of water . 

Operators sat anxiously and eagerly 
about the instrument in K i n g street a t 
Honolulu and in the cable, office on Mar
ket s treet in San Francisco wa i t ing for 
the t ime l imit to expire. San Francisco 
w a s watch ing for Honolulu to s ignal first. 

A few m o m e n t s after 11 o'clock, before 
the t ime l imit w a s up, a s ignal w e n t from 
this end to Honolulu. The first l itt le r e 
sponse from Honolulu came into San 
Francisco a t exact ly 11:03 o'clock. It w a s 
exact ly 8:41 o'clock in Honolulu, the t i m e 
difference being t w o hours and t w e n t y -
two minutes and a few seconds. 

The first mesage received w a s from 
Governor Dole to Pres ident Roosevelt . I t 
w a s merely a formal greet ing and c o n 
gratulat ion from the people of Hawai i t o 
the people of the Uni ted States from one 
chief execut ive to the other. The m e s 
sage w a s transmitted a t the Market s t r e e t 
office to a wire leading directly to the 
execut ive mansion a t Washington , and 
receipt w a s acknowledged a t 11:25 o'clock. 

W h e n the message w a s received a t t h e 
W h i t e House , Pres ident Roosevel t w a s 
asleep and the operator refused to a w a k e n 
him. - •-.? > 

A Greeting to Mackay. 
Right after the Dole s ignature on the 

first message came, a second through from 
Honolulu. It w a s a greet ing from the 
people of H a w a i i to Clarence H . Mackay^ 
president of the cable company, congrat 
ulat ing h im upon the complet ion of the | 
cable and express ing sorrow t h a t John 
W. Mackay had not survived to see the 
bond b e t w e e n the is lands and the A m e r 
ican" continent. This m e s s a g e w a s s igned 
by Henry E. Cooper, secretary of t h e t er 
ritory of Hawai i . Then c a m e a m e s s a g e 
from the Assoc iated Pres s correspondent 
on the Silverton, tel l ing of the successful 
laying of the cable and of the celebrathm 
of the event in Honolulu. '%• 

The paper ribbon containing the record 
of the first experimental work b e t w e e n 
San Francisco and Honolulu w a s cut into 
l itt le sect ions of a few phrases each and 
divided a mo n g the score of spectators w h o 
were assembled about the ins truments 
w h e n San Francisco and Honolulu first 
spoke to each other under the Pacific 
ocean. 

The line will be open for bus iness to^ 
day. 

THE PLAGUE IN MEXICO 
Citizens of Mazatlan Flee Scat

tering It in Every Di
rection. 

Mazatian, , Mex., Jan. 2 .—Examination 
s e e m s to show that the disease now af
flicting th i s c i ty is As ia t ic plague, for 
microscopic invest igat ion, . i t is said, 
proves tha t bubonic pest bacill i are in the 
blood of those w h o have 'the disease. 

The plague has grown virulent wi th in 
the las t forty-e ight hours, and the alarm 
w h i c h had begun in some measure t o 
abate has returned w i t h increased force. 
The people are fleeing from the c i ty a t 
the rate of 300 a day, and 5,000 persons 
have already gone. 

More than 50 per cen t of the person's 
a t t a c k e d are women . 

The n e w s of the recrudescence of the 
p lague a t th is point h a s reached the in
terior t o w n s of the s t a t e a n d i s caus ing 
a panic. Cordons of armed m e n have 
been placed around the t o w n s to pre
v e n t the entrance of a n y one from Maza
t ian. 

Hermosil l io, Mex., Jan . 2.—Owing to the 
fright caused by the epidemic a t Maza
t ian s trenuous measures are be ing taken 
to improve the sani tary condit ions, of 
Hermosi l lo . S treets are to be kept scru
pulously clean, and the c i ty government 
has appointed a n inspector for each block. 

WORKMEN ARE OPPOSED 
The Steel Operators Say That They 

Do Not Want to Purchase J 
Stook. Mi 

\: 

The greates t he ight ever reached in a 
balloon w a s 26,160 feet. , T w o of the three 
*feVo"n«Cflti *wW tP^^'fEtor tfSoewt werei Thirty-five hundred dozen *j*_ thus 

New York Sun Special Service. J"* 
Pittsburg, Pa. , Jan . 2.—Employes of the 

H o m e s t e a d plant of the Uni ted S t a t e s 
Steel corporation, in terv iewed a s t o t h e 
plan of the trust to share i t s profits w i t h 
its men, expressed themse lves a s decidedly 
opposed to the proposition. 

The Homes tead plant employs s o m e 7,000 11 
men, w h o would be ent i t led to t h e profit- J£ 
sharing. Of a score of those workmen 
w h o were interviewed n o t one favored t h $ 
move. Instead, each condemned it. T h e y 
gave m a n y reasons w h y i t would not b e * 
good thing. 

One of those reasons w a s that under t h e 
proposition submitted the amount of s tock 
that the workmen can buy is l imited t o a j 
f ew shares . T h e workmen c la im t h a t i 
only the superintendents , w h o draw large 
salaries, wil l be able t o purchase enough 
stock to m a k e an inves tment worth whi le . 

Another objection w a s t h a t s tock w i l l 
not be delivered to the employes for ftv« 
years , and if the workmen leaves the e m 
ploy of the trust before tha t t ime h e lose*, 
h is stock. The objectors asser t that th«' 
five years ' provision is v irtual ly a contract 
to hold the m e n in the company's service , 
for that length of t ime. ,*£ , 3 i 
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The manufacture of goat skins into" 
leather is a great industry in Philadelphia. 
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