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.. consideration
. adopting either, though if the prospects be
_ considered encouraging for the adoption:
of a new charter at a special election,!
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The Charter Problem.

There appears to be renewed interest
in the question of a home rule charter
for Minneapolis. The Commercial Club
public affairs committee is taking the
subject up, we believe, and friends of a
new charter are showing signs of return-
ing intergst. We are getting far enough
away from the charter defeat at the
election of 1900 to have strong hopes
again of ultimate success in this reform
movement.

Those whoe are now considering the sub-
Ject of ways and means of getting a home
rule charter for Minneapolis, under the
legislative enabling act of 1899, find them-
selves chufronted by two propositions.

One is that the present city charter be
submitted with substantially no altera-
tions except one providing for separate
municipal elections.

The other is that the charter commis-
sion be called upon to give us a new char-
ler, on the same general lines, probably,
as the one that was rejected in 1900,

The argument for the first proposition
is that the people have shown themselves
g0 conservative, that the first step should
be merely a change from legislative to
home rule government under the present
charter, and next remodel the charter by
successive amendments. This plan was
first advanced when it was deemed im-
possible to have a special charter election,
it being conceded that the chance - of
adopting a new charter at the general
election would be almost nil As the
charter would provide for separate muni-
cipal elections, it was argued that amend-
ments would not be impossible, since the
attention of the voters would not be so
scattered as at general elections with
f;res!dents. governors, state, legislative,
city and county officers as well as amend-
ments to the state constitution to pass on.
“The omnibus (new) charter,” said Mayor
Haynes in his inaugural address, “will
never go through except at a special elec-
tion or under some such speclal stress as
was the case in St. Paul.”

Since the suggestion of home rule with
the present charter to start with was

made, there have been some changes in’

local conditions and public opinion that
make it advisable to consider whether the
time is not now ripe for a brand new
tharter. The Ames scandal has vivified
public Interest in municipal affairs, and
such opposition as he and his gang offered
to improved city government is no longer
existent. Our present mayor ise firm be-
liever in a new charter, whether by the
direct or the circuitous route On
entering his office hi boldly proclaimed his
dissatisfaction with the present charter,
which he declared to be an “antiquated
document that ought to be replaced by a
new charter at the very first oppor-
tunity.” There is also a good new char-
ter representation in the council, the

- president of which, Mr. D. P. Jones, is a

new charter advocate.

It 1s no longer an impossibility to get
the council to call a speclal election on the
question of adopting a charter, a power
that was glven by the legislature of 1901.
The principal objection from members of
the council will be the absence of an
election expense fund provided by the
board of tax levy. But there is in the
city treasury to-day, subject to council
appropriation, a sum of money more than
adequate for the expenses of such an elec-
tion, which would not exceed $15,000. We
refer to the money reverting to the ecity
from the dissolution of the Police Relief
association. It wlill thys be seen that
the prospect is bright that earnest effort
may give us a special election.

‘We have little doubt that a special elec-
tion would result favorably to a new
charter. If, however, the result should
be adverse, then the old charter can be
offered to the people at the general elec-
tion of 1904. In considering whether it
would be wise to adopt the old charter it
must be remembered that even the strife
for city offices may be enough to divert
attention at the separate city elections
from the amendments without the adop-

tion of which we shall be little better off |

than now, especially’' as amendments ré-
quire, to be adopted, three-fifths of all
the votes cast at the election, as against
only four-sevenths for the adoption of a
charter as a whole, ?

As to the manner of getting the sub-
ject before the people, the best legal opin-
ion agrees that the charter commission
that framed the last rejected charter is
still in office. To eliminate the ‘possi-
bility of crror, However, “'its members
agreed to resign, and let the judges of the
district court appoint them or other per-
sons as a new commission.
actually resigned. - If the council. wil
agree to call a special e]éction, 'th_e com-
mission can meet and formilate a charter,
and we can have a special spring election
to adopt {t; and tHe first city election un-

cided to attempt little more at first than
the adoption of the present charter, a
apecial election may be desirable.

At this time The Journal does
not wish to be understood as committed

" to a new charter or to the old charter

with amendmerfs as the preferable man-

- ner of reforming our local constitution.

It is simply urged upon those now taking
up. the question that they give the fullest
to both ways Dbefore

that is the

course t_l_mt should be fol-
lowed. RS P

Not all have’

der it next November. Even if it be: de-’
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Franoe Making a Better Showing as a Colonial Kntidﬁ-;sﬁoocuful__ Administration.

her development.
amounted to $2,221,430,000, and of the

with France.

According to Robert P. Skinner, United States consul
general at Marsellles, French colonial prospects are greatly
‘improving. From what he says'it appears that if France had
a prolific population instead of one that Iy almost stationary,
the other great colonial natlons might have reason to fear

In the year 1900 the-total foreisn commerce of France

$193,086,860, of which $184,894,000 represented the movement
The value of France's share of Africa is to be
g'ccn in the fact that the trade of the French part is only sec-
ond to that of the British colonles, being $144,760,000, while

the British colonial
$9,660,000, Ao

In West Africa
British, the figures
(69,000,

tommerce of Great

French colonles to  attained by France
her own colonies.

capacity. The total

trade 1s $193,000,000, and the German only

French colonial trade is greater than
being respectively §8,950,000 and $26,-

After Russla and England France i{s the greatest Fu-
ropean power in Asia.

In this part of the world the annual
Britain with all of the countries other

than her own colonies amounts to $115,800,000, & commerce

with all the regions of Asia other than

The Indo-Chinese colony ls making rapld
progress, and is cited as proof of the Frenc¢h administrative

commerce of French Indo-China is $71,-

796,000, an increasg of 66 per cent in four years, a galn that
has a decldedly American aspect. >

Bowei/#ud ‘the  Allis.

Germany and Great Britain are not find-
ing Mr. Bowen, Venezuela's representa-
tive, with whom they have to deal, elther
pliable or plastic, and so, yestergay, in
a gusty mood, they declared they would
have no more to do with Bowen, and it
is reported that they are desirous of hav-
ing President Roosevelt act as arbitra-
tor of the demand for preferential treat-
ment and everything else. e

The president has already declined to
perform this service, and the country
has commended hls determination. It is
td be hoped that he will not yleld to an-
other campaign of importunity. Both
Germany and Great Britain have an idea
that they will fare better under the judg-
ment of the president than they will be-
fore the international tribunal at. The
Hague, Secretly they think that by
involving our government as a doter-
mining power in the matter, they will
be able to make it responsible for the
payment in Venezuela's behalf of some
of the exaggerated claims, like that of
Germany based on the guarantee of Vene-
zuela for the construction of the Caracas
& Valentia rallway by German capital-
ists, who enormously inflated the con-
struction account. Public sentiment in
this country is opposed to the proposi-
tion that’ President Roosevelt shall act
as arbiter. If the allies do not choose
to accept Venezuela's proposals through
its accredited agent, Mr. Bowen, they
will, if they refer the matter to an ar-
biter of their own choosing and ignore
the assent of Venezuela, be committing
an act of international discourtesy which
will besmirch them before the world.

Our government will ingist. upon its
interest in this matter and insure the
safety of that interest. Germany, Great
Britain and Italy consented in Decem-
ber to submit to arbitration the questions
in dispute between them and Venezuela,
and, at the time, the press of this country
heartily ¢ommended such consent as a
triumph for the cause of international
amity. But these powers have Interposed
objectlons to every proposition for arbi-
tration. Constructively, ‘indeed, they
agreed to a reference to the international
tribunal at The Hague, but they have
been doing everything they could to
avold going before that tribunal, although
Mr. Bowen forcibly reminded them of the
existence of such court only ‘last Mon-
day. -

‘While they are furiously waving thelr
claims” over their heads they continue
the blockade,  which is paralyzing busi-
ness in Venezuela, where Castro s doing
his part in minimizing the republic's re-
sources by levying forced loans on the
merchants, whose respurces have been al-
ready greatly attenuated by the pro-

Britain is in a bad way, for, at home,
the public are abusing the ministry with-
out mercy for the alliance with Germany,
and over in Canada there is growing
hostility on the part of the press, the
fear being expressed that -the attitude
of unfriendliness toward the TUnited
States shown .by the British government
in the Venezuelan matter will deepen the
American animosity toward the Alaskan
treaty, which commits the boundary case
for adjustment to a commission com-
posed of three commissioners on each
side, who are not likely to agree upon the
transfer to Canada of an important part
of our seacoast containing ports and
wharves and warehouses and a railway
terminal. The senate indeed may refuse
to ratify the Alaskan treaty, and it is
pretty certain that Great Britain and
Germany will be compelled to acquiesce,
as to the Venezuelan matter, very much
in a way acceptable to the United States.

I've got the money, why can’t I get into
the United Btates senate?—Addicks.

An Attempt at Settlément.

The Washington legislature is against
the treaty referring the Alaska question
to. a mixed commlission of jurists, be-
cause, it holds, to do so0 is merely to place
in jeopardy =something that ngw unques-
tionably belongs to the United States and
is in its possession. That is simply an
expression of the standing American view
of the question. : :

But International irritation will keep up
just as long as the Canadians continue to
clalm something we have, no: matter how
good our title. The Hay-Herbert treaty
provides a possible method of getting out
of the unpleasantness. Our -position is
so impregnable that it it not conceivable
that at least one of the impartial British
jurists to be appointed will hu.‘, interpret
the treaty as we do. Once an agree-

tion, the rest is the mere work of sur-
veyors. . If the commisslon shall dis-
agree we shall still remain in possession:
If the decision be against us—an almost
impossible contingency—Iit may be ac-
companiled by some  publication of
evidence that will convinde us that we
were not justified in holding the territory
in dispute. If the declsion be against us
without such a revelation, it will still re-
fmain for the senate to ratify the declsion
of - the commission. If it refuses to
ratify still we shall be in possession. After
that it will require force to put us out,
that means war, and war means the
| elimination’ of the paossibility of future
territorial- disputes in the northern part
of this continent. X ;

1f the unbroken “lisiere” of Alaska does
not belonz: to us under the treatles, we do
not want it. If it does, and we are as
firmly convinced that.it does as that Min-
riesota. north of Duluth belongs to us, we

We

o

about the commission's decision.

-

tracted revolution against Castro. Great,

ment is 'reached as to treaty interpreta- |

“propose - to:hold it.” We do- not worry"

Canadian claim will be proven by a very
expeditious verdict, once. the evidence is
in. Secretary Hay has not been idle
since the modus vivendi was signed, and
Amerlcans may rest assured that his.
researches have produced documents, and
testimony that will make the Canadian
case appear to the commisslon as absurd
as it now appears to us. :

Like an echo from the grave comes the
mention of the ship subsidy bill. Nothing
but a miracle can bring that antedeluvian’
back to life. .

A Cheering Announcement.

Professor ‘Sahlstrom, a chemist of
Sweden, announces that his study of the)|
question of utilizing peat for fuel has
led him to the donviction that he can
supply, with the ald of a reasonable de-
gree of capltalization, peat fuel of greater
heating capacity than anthracite at $4'a
ton. That s a very cheering announce:
ment. It is not the first time,however,
that such tantalizing promises have been
made. S

The professor’s process makes a ton of
compressed peat produce 15,000 units of
heat as compared with 14,200 units of heat
produced by a ton of anthracite coal. The
peat is reduced to carbon and the by-prod-
ucts saved are worth $5. He asserts that
the British Isles have enough peat to
supply fuel for 2,000 years, If that is the
case, we probably have peat In our numer-
ous deep peat bogs to supply this coun-
try with fuel for double that period. -

In Minnesota, the experiments made by
Dr, Willlams thirty years ago with the
native peat as fuel, showed conclusively
its value as an economic producer of heat.
A test was made on the St. Paul & Pacific
(now the Great Northern) between - St.
Paul and St. Cloud, eighty-two miles, with
very satisfactory results, 750 pounds of
peat being burned on the trip. The peat
was moulded into bricks and, if the loco-
motive had been constructed for the use
of peat in the firebox and with proper
drafts, the result would -have been still
more satisfactory. One difficulty was that
the peat bricks had been dipped in piteh
and the latter clogged the draft in the
smokestack netting. "

1t is true much of the Minnesota peat
is surcharged with iron, which impairs its
value ‘as a combustible, but there are
thousands of acres of it not so affected.
There were pecople in Minnesota at the
time of these experiments who became
very. enthusiastic on the subject of peat
fuel aﬁd.béliéved that a distinctive *“‘Age
of Peat' was about to be ushered in, but
the excitement passed away, as at that
time wood was comparatively cheap.

T s
“General O. O. Howard, a retired army
officer, who.is well known throughout the
United States for his activity in Christian
work, was in St. Paul yesterday on his way
to the Pacific coast, where he will attend
a normal school conventlon.—Minneapolis
Journal.”

Such 1s fame. General Howard was a
distinguished commander of the army of
the Tennessee during the closing half
year of the civil war—the army that gave

rendered General McPherson conspicuous
until he went to a soldier's grave before
Atlanta. In those days General Howard
was accounted a great soldler, winning
an empty sleeve by personal prowess.
Now he is distinguished for his services
in the army of the Lord and the san-
guinary heroism of his earlier manhood
is lost to memory among the purveyors
of current news.—Sloux Falls Press.

Not necessarily, General Howard's fame
as a soldler is secure. The moré remark-
able thing about him now is that being
an eminent soldier in the army of the
union he should also be equally eminent
as a soldier in the army of the Lord, and
this is the unusual and Interesting fact
upon which the reporter seized. It was
‘the fact of special interest at the time.
Some newspaper men, like the above cav-
fller, never know what news is.

That Addicks is willing to admit that he
is beaten and withdraw from the sena-
torial contest in Delaware is almost too
good to be true. In fact, it is so surpris-
ing that we are iIncllned to think that
there may be good ground for the sus-
picion of his opponents that he withdraws
in order to secure the eclection of two of
his henchmen. If that is the case the
offer of the democrats to support any two
of a long list of republicans will probably
be a good test. 1f the Addicks men gtick
for known supporters of their leader the
game will bé transparent.. It would be
even worse to have two Addicks creatures
in the senate than one Addicks. 2

Minneapolis has issued another grand
jury indictment against former Mavor
Ames. This seems to be a harmless pas-
time. Fewer indictments and one good ef-
fort to bring him to trial would look more
like business.—St. Paul Globe.

And there is no getting around that
elther. : e :

There fs little doubt that the plan,
adopted by the lower house of the legls-

on a separate ballot, yellow in color, will
greatly contribute to the probability of
securing the adoption hereafter of desir-
able amendments. :

The New York Post says that one of
the United States semators from that state
is loathed and the other despised by his
fellow senators. Which do you draw, Mr.
Depew; and whichr do.you prefer, Mr.
Platt? i

The lower house of tlia_. Miésourl legis-
lature cheered when it was announced
that Cole. Younger had been pardoned.
Missouri will evidently K remain in the
democratic column: some time yet. 3

The governor of Nebraska does not even
except poker from his -list of proscribed
amusements. Nebraska will have to be

are confident that’ the" absurdity - of the’

Grant and Sherman to the country and|

lature, to print constitutional amendments|

‘ -AMUSEMENTS

David Warfield In “The Auctioneer” at
the Metropolitan.

Several years ago New York sudden-
ly discovered that an entirely new type
of character had been added to the gal-
lery of stage portraits by a comedian
thitherto unknown. In an unpretentious
little vaudeville sketch, David Warfield
had successfully transplanted to the stage
from Gotham's Ghetto the e&mall and
thrifty Hebrew merchant, who plods along
devious ways in the effort to make a
living and " someétimes a fortume. Al-
though stress was naturally laid ‘on the
comedy side of the:character, the por-
trait’ was recognized as in the main true
to life, and it appealed to New Yorkers
with special force. 'With popularity came
the demand for a play in which Mr, War-
field should have greater opportunity to
develop the character. “‘The Auctioneer,”
written by Lee Arthur and Charles Klein,
was the; result. The play and the actor,
after delighting New York audiences, are
now touring the ‘‘provinces,” giving us
glimpses of the life and the people in
the lower strata of the life of the metrop-
olis as real as they are strange and un-
familiar, =~ g

A play thus written to fif ‘a character
could: scarcely fail to be lacking in co-
herence and in action. '‘Tke Auctioneer”
is simply and frankly a comedy of char-
acter and manrers and is almost devold
of incldent. Attention is thus focused
on the quaint little figure of the Hebrew
—an impersonation as. remarkable in its
way as’ Bol Smith  Russel’'s Noah Vale
or Gus Heege's Yon Yonson. The good
and the bad sides of Simon Levi are
shown with impartiality. The bad ones
appear first and are somewhat carica-
tured for comedy's sake, while the good
ones shine forth more brightly as the
story unfolds. The Hester street mer-
chant has methods of selling his goods,
not strictly defensible, but revealing deep
knowledge of human nature. And the
comedy thereof is simply irresistible. His
love for his family—a characteristic Jew-
ish trait—makes any sacrifice seem easy.
Indeed, the contrasts between the do-
mestic and the commercial sides of his
character are the most effective touches
in the impersonation. <

Mr. Warfield's portrait is thus drawn
con amore. While he has not hesitated
to show the sordid side of the character,
he has done the lower-class Hebrews a
service by taking us into their real life
and showing. their admirable traits that
are not so;well knogh.; Not unnaturally
there are Some touches in this picture
of  life-~that: seem <wulgar, such: for in-
stance .as the dehate gyer the sex and
name of his possible grandchild. The
picture would not' sufféer if these were
eliminated.
is a characterization of great merit, be-
tokening not only powers of close ob-
servation -and- telling mimicry, but the
possessign. ef that jusisense of propor-
tion so essentiat’1o a’] racker, comedian.

There_ are severpl r excellent char-

it ‘notably the. well-

acter bits in the 'pla
to-do.Irish widow - rie .Bates; ‘which,
| lines, 1s & rich-

in spite of its hacknd; 4
ly humorous piece of work. A capitally
good "thing, toe, i ithe ward’ boss por-
trayed by Robert Fispher, a familiar type
in eity political life, Eugene Canfield,
‘who first won famelas the irrepressible
boy: in “A°MlidnightBell,” shows a sim--
llar streak of ‘‘cussedness” in the role of
Bimon's clerk, a rolé+in which his pecu-
liar talents shine brightly. Maria Davls,
without saying a word the whole even-
ing, contrives to give a clear impression
of the domestic virtues of Simon's wife,
Among the other roles there is none of
special merit, unless. it be Harry Rogers’
effectlve impersonation of Simon’s broth-
er-in-law. ‘

The plece is staged with characteristic
Belasco ‘originality ‘and care. The scénes
in the old auction store and in the gaudy
new house Simon has bought for his
children, the passing show in front of the
department store and .the humble little
home where the denouement takes place,
are artfully handled so as to create and
retain the illuslon sought for.

" -—W. B. Chamberlain.

l-;o}er: :cl-;at.

There is thegreatest Interest in the com-
ing of Kyrle Bellew. In the thrilling ro-
mance, “A Gentleman 6f France,” at the
Metropolitan, _begtnn_in'g.Sunday evening.

“The Gay Lord Quex,” by Arthur W.
Pinero, proved  its right to a long life
by making an initial run of 600 nights at
the Garrick theater, London. 'This amaz-
ing play, with Sylvia Lynden and her com-
pany of New York players, will be pre-
sented at the Metropolitan on next Thurs-
day.

To-morrow afternoon and to-morrow
night will be the closing performances of
“A Little Outcast” at the Bijou.

Willlams and Walker and theéir big com-
pany of colored comedians will be the
attraction at the Bijou the coming week.
They will introduce their new satire called
“In Dahomey."” i

=F—

There will be but two more perform-
ances of the Ferris production of “The
‘Man From -Mexico.”” to-night and to-mor-
tow afternoon at tha Lyceum. To-morrow
evening “Way Out 'West"” will be given.

unday evening the much-talked-of lions
will make their first appearance in the

new religious drama, “The Prince of The
World."" : =

HILLS DOCTRINE AND THE S00.
: Fargo ‘Call

Of course everybody would be pleased
to léarn that the Soo was coming into
Fargo if it was not for the fact that J. J.
Hill" had told the people, while discussing
the_mergpr_ queetion, that competition dld
not -have a tendéncy to reduce rates,
However, everyore who has  Fargo's

their own political pelt,

will lend the
Soo a helping hand. :

A DEBATABLE QUESTION.
Puck. .
It Is a still open question whether br
not travel broadens a man in the same
proportion that it flattens his pocketboolk,

IN ONLY ONE WAY.
Baltimore American, .
Baron:Smeoth—Did Lord Outofcash put

up here last week? 7 . 4
Hotel ‘Clerk—TYe#; he did and he didn't,

LITERARY NOTES'-';

" The first volume of Doubleday, Page &
Co.'s “Elizabethan Shakspere,” containing
“Macbeth,” will be published this month,
This work is edited by Professor Mark H.
Liddell, who resigned the chair of English
literature in the University of Texas to
devote his whole time to' the preparation
of the *“Elizabethan Shakspere,”

Justus Miles Forenian's new novel will
be entitled “Journey's End."” )

*“The Leopard's Spots’ has been trans-
lated into ‘German, and Andrew Carnegie's

cut out of the list of western states -

last baok has beej\ published in Italign at

Defective

But] taken by and large, it]

material interests more at heart than|®

Books and Authors

BJORNSON.
The Critic for January has some fine
portraits of Bjornstjerne Bjornson, ac-
companying a critical blography of the

distingulshed Nor-
weglan, by John
Laurvik. Bjornson,

is  evidently
of further
his
1 the
literature,
00, with the light of

tified in their pride
over the genlus who
has shown such di-
versity of operation
and has done well in
all the flelds he has
entered. A little too
radical, he was at one time, perhaps,
when he went to the front as a political
leader, but, as a poet, novelist, playwriter
and orator, he occupies an exalted posi-
tion. Born and nurtured among the great
mountains of Norway, Bjornson’s nature
partook of the strength of nature's forces
around him and yet, in the deeps of his
poet nature, there is a tenderness which
suggests the flowers which cling in the
crevices of the mountain heights of Vest-
erdalen. His biographer rightly credits
Bjornson with doing more than any other
man to foster Norweglan natlonal life, in-
dependent of foreign influence In art,
drama and literature. Bjornson lives
most of the time on his large farm in Gud-
brandsdalen, which is managed by one
of his sons and has the satisfaction of
knowing that he has accomplished work
which will lve after he is gone.

MAURUS JOKAL,

NEW BOOKS.

THE COMING CITY. By R. T. Ely, Ph. D,,
LL. D., University of Wisconsin. New York:
\Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. Price, 60 cents.
Professqr-Ely has for some years been

a conspicuous leader in the municipal and

social .reform movement and in this vol-

ume, he, portrays the city of the present
and- the clty of the future embodylng all
the best features of material and aesthetic
improvement possible in the conception of
champlong of rational reform to-day. The
professor cautions against all extravagant
and utopian anticipations, while he be-
lieves social progress in the right direction
is assured. He estimates that soon, half
our population will be found in the cities
and towns, and shows how urgently im-
portant is the movement to solve the
problem of the city, which, in the future
will control, by its Vvote, the destinies of
the nation. He discusses urban growth
and the tentative reform measures of the
past and past failures through dwelling

too much upon men.and too little upon a

positive and intelligent program. In

these pages he gives his views as to what
the features of that positive program
well-ordered household, a work of art,

should be, to make the coming city “a

and a religlous Institution in the truest

sense of the word ‘religious.’ *

AROUND THE CAPITAL WITH UNCLE HANK.
INustrated. By Thomss Fleming. New
York: The XNutshell Publishing company.
Price, $2
The author has succeeded pretty well in

his avowed object of portraying the hu-

mourous side of life at Washington, the
illustrations in black and white helping
him out very decidedly. His word-ple-
tures of members of house and senate are
excellent, hitting hard at times, and he
pays his attention to the department
clerks, w! Play the role of statesmen,
and the ilitary element, who need to

Have the conceit taken out of them. Uncle

Hank was injected into this cosmopolitan,

up-to-date community with no little shock

to himself, and his experiences and ob-
servations upon what he saw and heard

the senate and hoise

1 proceedings are full
of genuine humer. st

THE BOY, HOW TO0 HELP HIM BUOCEED.
By Nathanlel C. Fowler, Jr., Assisted by 519
American Men of Marked Accomplishments.
Boston: The Oakwood Publishing company,
Price, §1.25.

The keynote of Mr. Fowler's study is
this: *“Without the start there can be no
finish. The finish is not independent of
the start. The germ of the beginning is
present at the ending.” There is much
good common senseé advice in the book,
one of its most interesting features be-
ing the responses to the question: *“Do
you congider honesty neccessary to busi-
ness success?”’ There are 214 positive
affirmations that it is essential; 56 qualify
this positive affirmation; 7 do not con-
sider honesty essential and 27 agree with
the seven, but with some qualifications.
It is gratifying to note that, in the multi-
tude of opinions expressed, a large per-
centage refer to the restraints of religion
and religious convictions as an essential
ingredlent in giving a boy his start. As
Prince Albert said: “Find out the plan
of God in your generation and do not
cross it, but. fall into your own place in
that plan."”

THE BOOEK OF NATURE MYTHS. Br Flor-
ence Holbrook, Principal of Forestville School,

Chicago. Boston: Hounghton, Miffiin & Co.,
No. 4 Park street. Minneapolls: N. Me-
Carthy.

This volume of folk-lore from the prim-
itive races, is designed by the author to
follow the Hiawatha primer as to voecab-
ulary. The simple form of narrative in
these treasures of folk-lore is pleasing to
the young mind, especially as the narra-
tives are flavored with mystery. Good
examples are the “Story of the First Hum-
‘ming Bird,”” “The First Grasshopper,”
“Why the Bear Has a Short Tail,"” “Why
There Is a Man In the -Moon."” There are
over fifty stories in the book which is
illustrated.

BIBTERB OF REPARATRICE. By Lucla Gray
Swett. Boston: Lee & Shepard. Price,
50 cents.

This is a very dainilily made book, at-
tractive within and without, the cover de-
slgn showing the edelweiss flower and the
title on dark gray silk cloth. The title
poem is a tribute to the 1ltalian singer,
Donadio, prima donna, who, forbidden by
the archbishop of Genoa to sing, entered
a convent of the Sisters of Reparatrice.
One: of the other poems relates to an old
brocade dress which was once worn by
Miss Swelt's great grandmather st a ball
given in honor of Washington in Boston.
It is entitled “The Old Brocade.”

LOVE SONNETS OF AN OFFICE BOY. By
Samuel E. Kiser.. Illustrated by McCutcheon.
Boston: Forbes & Co. Price, 50 cents,
The office boy has his romantic mo-

ments and periods llke any other human,

and Mr. Kiser has given us the true in-
wardness, o to speak, of such juvenile
emotion in this little volume, which is
well illustrated. This O. B. fell in love

with the young lady who manipulates a

typewriter. That he was badly ‘‘mashed"

is evident from these ‘‘sonnets.”

New Year Book—The New York Ameri-
can and Journal has commenced the pub-
lication of an almanaec, year book, ency-
¢lopedia and atlas which is a very com-
plete and exhaustice work. It is an oc-
tavo volume of over 900 pages and con-
talns a god deal of information not found
in other publications of this character.
Not the least interesting feature is the
illustrations. These {illustrations include
not only portraits of prominent men and
women, but pictures of places and events.
For instance, 8t. Pierre, Martinique, is
shown after the eruption of Mt. Pelee.
Another timely illustration is of the
stockade around a breaker duning the
coal strike. . The sporting columns are
also liberally illustrated. new discoveries

are represented in half-tones. There are
colared maps of countries and states and
an immense amount of Information on
nearly all conceivable subjects. .

- THE.PROFESSOR.
Chicago Tribune,

“*As nearly as I can make out his ra-
cial type,” sald the doctor, looking at the
dusky stranger with the foreign air, “he
seems to be part Indian and part Malay.”

“Why, then.” observed the professor,
“fhe's probably a blend of Moki and Java.*' |

- The Nonpareil Man.

are Interestingly recorded. His notes on

in the field of archaeology and discovery |-

“Casually Observed. :

Cole Younger is prohibited by the board of pardons from starring as Little
Evain an Uncle Tomming tour of the south. This is eruelty.

J. P. Morgan promises Chicago tu spend $70,000,000 on the traction lines if he
gets them, If Chicago agrees to let him have them Mr. Morgan will find the
capital standing idle to take the job off his hands at $80,000,000. Profit to “Morg.”
$10,000,000. This is what is called Finn-anceering a deal.

|

King Edward’'s doctor says that he eats too much! That's the way! When a
man gets where he can afford pie for bréakfast, he can’'t have anything but toasted
door mat.

!

Rockefeller has a grandson. Lay in your oil now before the price advances.
Grandpa may want to give the child a coal mounted rattle.

!

The Great Northern road saves about $4,000 a day on imported coal.
ing off the duty was a great thing for the poor. .

The tak-

1

Admiral Crowninshield, the naval hero, has been given a small cruiser instead

of a battleship on which to entertain his relatives. This is the ingratitude of re-
publics!

I

Hojpe is expressed i{hat England, Germany and Herbert Bowen will not quarrel.

Senator Scott of West Virginia never did a thing in the senate last week but
burst into a variety of resplendent oratory that made the eyes of the senate bulge
and thelr jaws drop in their sockets with astonishment. Mr. Scott has been,
heretofore, a silent, modest man, known as an organizer and a worker, but nobody
for an instant supposed he was a beveridgizer of the silver-tongued varlety. But
last week the pent up fires broke out and to the surprise of the senate the gentle-
man from West Virginia suddenly exploded into this canary song:

" Mr. President: I realize that in this rapid transit age, in this
era of commercialism, when the wheels of industry sparkle with
their rapid revolution, it is hard for those charged with the ship’s
destiny to steer from breakers lashed by so strong a current, and

- anchor for a moment on the crest of patriotism.

The senate was willing to overlook the difficulty of znchoring “on the cresg'
and Mr. Scott went on:

It is well to listen to the still, small voice that says to us, “It
is not all of life to live,” if, in llving, the nobler and sweeter sentl-
ments are to be blasted by the cold winds of greed, or the flowers
to fade by the winter's wind of avarice.

Here the senator took a drink of ice water and the rest of the deliberative
body seized the opportunity to draw a long breath. Mr. Scott went on:

L I want to see my country, the “land of the free and the home

of the brave,” whose flag is ever unfurled to shelter the oppressed;
whose great hand reached forth and touched the harp that sent the
songs of lberty playing upon the waves of the Caribbean sea: that
gathered the broken fragments of the Antilles and reset them in
the coronet of nations; unfurled the lone-star banner of a new-horn
republic, and erected the temple of human liberty upon the ruins
of monarchical tryanny, whose stars now shelter the bleaching
bones of her heroes from the troplcal skies, be just and liberal to
those who gave this arm its strength, and but for whom this glant,
if at all, would be“dismembered and disemboweled.

At this point Scnator Beveridge was seen standing on his hands and waving
his feet frantically in the air, while the venerable senator from Massachusetts was
doing a double shuffle in the space before the speaker’s desk. It was a great day
at the club when Senator Scott unbosomed himself, —A. J. R

BOWSER THE BACKSLIDER

He Sets Out to Be an Angel, but Is Downed by a Bedstead

Copyright, 1903, by C. B. Lewls.

Mr. Bowser had come home with a “good streak” on. All husbands get them
at intervals. They get to thinking things over and decide that it is time to make
a change for the better, and they come home with a more or less angelic look on
thelr faces. Mr. Bowser's look on this occasion was soft and ripe and balmy, and
even before he had taken off his overcoat he gave Mrs. Bowser a kiss and ob-
served:

“Well, dear, I hope you haven't been lonesome to-day.
fast as 1 could.”

Mrs. Bowser was not benumbed. Bhe knew all his moods, and was prepared
for anything between the angelic and the desperate. She returned his kiss and
sald it was good of him, and when he put his arm around her to go down to
dinner, she giggled &' bit to remind him of hls courting days. The cook had had
trouble with the stove, and the butcher and grocer had been late, and the dinner

“deserved no praise. Neavertheless, Mr. Bowser was pleased to say that Delmonico
cpuldn’t have furnished a better gne, and his words so flustrated the cook that sha
cut her thumb and decided to strike for a raise of wages. Whean dinner was over
Mr. Bowser sat down to his cigar and looked arotind the room in a tender way and
remarked: -

“If there is anything more pleasant than this I would like to =ee it.
goes out to the man without a home.”

“I am glad you like your home,” replied Mrs. Bowser, though at the same time
she wondered If he would hold out during the evening.

“Of course, I 'llke my home, and what makes it the home it 1s? It is my
little wifey wife, and I want to give you a big kiss for being the angel vou are.”

Mrs. Bowser blushed and looked shy, and perfomed the hugging act, and tha
penitent Mr. Bowser continued:

“I wag thinking thingsover to-day. I'm an old kicker, and I know it, and I
want vou to forgive me. Nobody but a wretch would rail at you as I do at times
and threaten to go out and get a divorce and all that. At such times you ought to
hire a man to kick me around the block.”

“I have no fault to find with you. AIll husbands get out of temper at times.”

“It is good of you to say that, my dear, and you hear me when I say that if |
ever act up again, I ho;ﬁa the town will turn out and ride me on a rail. Is thera
any work I can do around the house this evening?"

“I hardly think so. 'There is a bedstead up stairs I'd like taken down, but I
was going to ask you to'.' send up a man-from the furniture store.””

“What's the matter ‘with me doing the work? I haven't anything particular
to do for the next few. minutes. It's no use in fooling around a week to got
somebody up here and pay him $2 for a quarter of an hour's work. I'll do it and

give you the $2.” : .

“You are real good, ?Er. Bowser, but it's hard work lugging bedsteads around,
and you'll—you'll—"" |,

“I'll get mad and blame you, you mean?"

Y—en,” X

“Never made a bigger mistake in vour life. You haven't seen me mad in ten
«years, and I'm not the sort of husband to blame my wife for what I do myself.
What put such an absurd notion into your head?”

“Ifadn’'t you just as soon send up a man?"”

“Not if the court knows herself. I feel just like wrestling with something
heavy, and I'll make the change before you can count a hundred.” 2

“And you won't blame me?"”

“Blame you, my dear! When did I ever blame you for anything?
can I blame you for, even if I was that sort of a hyena?
you nor anybody else, and you'll be $2 ahead of the game.’

Mr. Bowser whistled a merry alr as he took off his coat and cuffs and proceeded
upstairs. It does not require any great art to flop a mattress off a bed. A farmer's
hired man can do it after two or three lessons. Mr. Bowser had removed a hun-
dred‘;nattresses in his time, and after looking at this one from all sides he suddenly
selzed it by the roots, as it were, gave it a flip and a twist and landed it on the
floor.

““The idea of sending up a man!” he exclaimed as he pushed up his sleeves and
reached out for the springs. ‘‘And the idea of my getting mad about— "

The two foot slats fell down, the springs made a sudden dive and Mr. Bow-
ser’s shins brought up against something hard. It was not a raiircad sandwich.
He stepped back and was about to begin a speech when Mrs. Bowser looked in
and queried:

“How are you getting along., dear?”

“Beautifully, ‘and you can't help any,” he replied. as the red spread clear
back to his eollar button.

She retreated and he spat on his hands and surveyed the springs from six dif-
ferent directions. It finally and suddenly occurred to him to drop the other slats
and let the springs fall to the floor, and he was rubbing his hands when Mrs. Bow-
ser looked in again.

3 ““Just a little scheme of my own,” chuckled Mr. Bowser. *I think T could giva
some of these furniture men a pointer or two on handling bedsteads. You needn’t
do any worrying, my dear."”

‘“Well, don't get all heated up, and don’'t lose your temper.”

There were seventeen different ways to take down a bedstead.
time before Mr. Bowser discovered any of these wavs. It suddenly flashed upon
him that the ends of the rails lifted up. He lifted; no go. He tugged; something
wobbled. He kicked: both ends of the rail came out at once. and, without any
particular object in view, Mr. Bowser plunged forward and sprawled on the mat-
~tress. . -

It was a wooden bedstead. ‘A brass bedstead is a passive piece of machinery
‘vnless aroused, while a wooden one is always maliciously aggressive and waiting
to cripple somebody for life. Mr. Bowser hauled off and gave the footboard a
kick. It wasn’t any such kick as a mule with a hind leg fourteen feet long could
give, but just an ordinary fat man’s kick, with a good deal of man behind it. The
intentlon was to smash the whole bedstead into toothpicks and knock down the
hall partition, but it didn't pan out. Mr. Bowser was leaning against the wall hold-
ing his kicking foot high in the air and gasping for breath, when Mrs. Bowser
looked in and kindly inguired: i

“Are you getting along all right, dear?"’ 3

Hg' looked at her a long time in silence. His face had a chloride of lime color,
and it was evident that he was boiling within.

“Mrs. Bowser,” he whispered as he limped over and giared into her eyves like
a long suftering animal brought to bay, *you knew how this thing would resuit,
and you deliberately put up a job to get revenge on me.”

“Why, Mr. Bowser, I warned you at the outset not "

“Never .did—never. You had the thing all planned before I got home. If yvou
want to murder me, and it seems that you do, why not shoot me in my sleep?”’
¢ “How can you talk so? I told you you'd get mad and—"

“I'm not mad, Mrs. Bowser. I've simply got my eyes opened at last. No fur-
ther words are necessary. The limit has been reached. I am now going to the
library to look over certain papers and arrange matters as quietly as possible, and
I must not be disturbed. My lawyer will probably consult with vour lawyer to-

I hurried home as

My pity

And what
You bet T won't blame

It was some

morrow and the divorce will be arranged for without scandal, Good night, woman
—good-night!"- . — ..., g st i 4 e M e
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