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The Business Situation. 
Of paramount influence upon the busi­

ness interests of the country la the rail­
road situation, which is found in the 
main unchanged with the passing of an­
other week. Whatever else of good or 
bad omen there may be within view, the 
importance of the traffic situation is such 
as to overshadow it. That monetary con­
ditions are improving, that despite the 
milder weather the fuel supply is still un­
satisfactory, that the Venezuelan matter 
remains a threatening factor, and the 
question of trust regulation Is In the front 
and center at Washington; these Influ­
ences, their effect considered collectively, 
are of less Interest now to the average 
business man than is the matter of the 
unsatisfactory service rendered bsi the-
railroads of the country. 

It is still a long look ahead to the open­
ing of navigation, and the railroads say 
that while there is hope for improvement, 
from time to time, they cannot promise 
entire relief until freight begins moving 
on the lakes. 

To the owner of railroad securities the 
present situation has its favorable side. 
Railroads were never transporting so large 
a tonnage and so many passengers as 
they are to-day; there is no rate demoral-
izAlon; Indeed, little competition any­
where for business, and the rate situation, 
boeji as to freight and passenger service, 
was never better. The larger earnings 
through maintenance of rates an din-
creased volume of business is moire than 
an offset to the greater cost of equipment 
and increased cost of operation resulting 
from recent advances in wages. 

This is the Wall .street view of it. It 
does not appear in this light to the ship­
per, who finds himself often badly handi­
capped, first by inability to secure cars 
promptly to load out, and again by inabil­
ity to force his shipments through the 
blockades at congested points. 

Given relief from the present, discoura­
ging traffic conditions, and the outlook 
would be as favorable as could well be 
desired. The northwest has the promise 
of a good spring business, demand having 
opened unusually early this year. There 
is everything to indicate a repetition of 
the good country demand of the sprmg 
and summer of last year, plus the de­
mand that will come from new immigra­
tion, which the railroads confidently ex­
pect will be even greater this year than 
last. 

From the movement of currency to New 
York it is evident that cash is accumulat­
ing in banks all over the country, thus 
Increasing reserves and permitting exten­
sions of .loans beyond local requirements. 
Hence New York is receiving currency in 
larger volume. The northwest is con­
tributing somewhat less freely to the 
movement than the country at large, as 
there is much new enterprise here seek­
ing money, and some disposition is noted 
to hold money for the land settlements of 
March 1. 

The eastern industrial field shows many 
levidences of great activity for a long pe­
riod ahead, of which the most important 
Instance is that of the steel corporation, 
whose management reports orders booked 
ahead to the astonishing and unprece­
dented total of 5,500,000 tons. 

Australia is still buying wheat on the 
Pacific coast, and stocks there having 
been reduced to a low point has extended 
Inquiry into the Canadian northwest. This 
legitimate demand remains one of the 
strongest features. Flour demand in 
general is good and much wheat is being 
consumed. ~_ .' ^ '•''•'*/,".'. 

The two uncertain factors in the specu­
lative mind are the Argentine shipments 
and the attitude of the big Chicago 

. houses. In the first week of important 
shipments Argentine sent out 1,080,000 
bushels of wheat and in the second week 
1,200,000. Unless the movement grows 

^ heavier than this it is not likely to affect 
speculative sentiment materially. Our 
own country is behind in exports so far, 
having sent out since July 1 152,565,538 
bushels of wheat, compared with 170,146,-
643 bushels in the previous year. 

In the stock market the new develop­
ments of the week were mainly favorable), 
but they failed to stimulate activity. The 
llstlessness of the market and lack of 
speculative interest on the part of the 
public is in sharp contrast to the commer­
cial and industrial prosperity of the coun­
try. While the many who have expected 
a bull market in,'«iocks have been disap­
pointed, the co^rmrative quiet-that has 
ruled for a time has directed interest 
more towards the channels of trade and 
manufacture. Many have had time better 
tci understand the wonderful development 
w est of the Mississippi, where a larger 

/ amount of capital is being invested in 
legitimate enterprises than ever before. 
The result of it all has been a. healthy 
reaction, a falling away from the feverish 

' excitement of a period of advancing pri­
ces in stocks, and a turning more to the 

;, examination of the fundamental factors 
I on which prosperity is based, arid f to 

which values in the long run inevitably 
adjust themselves. 

New York city, which Is not always In the van of Amerl-. 
can social -progress, Is taking the lead in making the school-
houses something more than mere shelters for the children; 
while they study and recite for six hours a day, and use­
less the rest of the day. The first social, use of the school-^ 
house in15 New York was through the free lecture- Courses' 
begun in 1889. Next the increased size and enhanced archi­
tectural beauty, with much greater cost, as the value of 
building sites advanced with the growth of the city, led 
people to ask why suoh buildings should be used for only a 
portion of the day and less than two-thirds of the year. 

At first the school boards opposed the -use of the build-? 
ings for any other purpose than the regular school sessions 
because they were afraid the properties would be dam­
aged. The first opening in this wall of conservative opposi­
tion came through the. vacation schools of the "New York 
Association for Improving the Condition of the Poor." The 
New York board of education gave the use of the buildings, 
and the society furnished the teachers an<5 supplies and paid 
the Janitors. This work increased public interest in the 
wider use of school buildings, but the board contended that 
it could go no farther without legislative authority. This 
authority was granted in 1898, when the New York legisla­
ture authorized boards of education to use the buildings for 
public recreation and other public uses. 

Since then the use of the New York schools has been 
extended every year. Play grounds have been opened, even­
ing play centers have been established.where the gymnasiums 
are used every week night, and classrooms are used by boys 
and girls for olub meetings; baths have been opened in. one 
school building, and are being constructed In two others; 

and, finally, on the afternoon of Sunday, Nov, 9, 1902, one, 
school was opened for a concert. 

President Charles C. Burllngham of the New York board 
of education, from an article by whom in the Ethical Hec-
ord the facts of this editorial are taken, remarks that the 
new uses of the school buildings now call for altered build­
ing plans. Mr. Snyder, superintendent of buildings, has al­
ready suggested that the assembly rooms should be in the 
lower part of the buildings, and that provision should be 
made In each building for a library room and a room for 
quiet reading. Hereafter gymnasiums will be put on the 
lower floor and baths will be attached. The supcess of the 
experiments !wlth concerts on the roofs last summer sug­
gests the need of elevators. The use of rooms by adults 
makes advisable the introduction of a good adjustable desk. 

If our crusty Minneapolis "fad" hunters have been 
shocked up to this point they will collapse when President 
Burllngham goes on to suggest opening the schools for pur­
poses of entertainment of every sort. He thinks the munici­
pal authorities should in effect say to the people of the 
neighborhood of every school: "As trustees for you, we are 
ready,to open this building to be used by you for any pur­
pose which may properly be called educational, recreational, 
or public, provided the persons who seek the use of the" 
building can furnish a sufficient guarantee that the property 
will not be injured, and that the work or play undertaken 
will be worthy of the city." 
- How much more the schoolhouse will mean, what a 
center of enlightenment and social improvement it will be­
come when it is recognized not only as a schoolhouse, but 
as a people's house! , 

policy; it is a closed one.. There is no 
doubt that dangerous public gambling can 
be eliminated from Minneapolis when the 
mayor wishes to keep it out, and the 
courts co-operate, as they did when they 
gave Schugens and Van Auken sixty days 
in the workhouse/ . With a few\jnore 
doses or that sort our local gamblers will 
not be so complacent. 

The possibility of an extra session for 
the senate is good; notwithstanding the 
progress of trust legislation. There are 
four treaties—with England, with Cuba, 
with Colombia, with Newfoundland— 
that deserve something more than neg­
lect. 

Books and Authors 

The provision that each congressman and 
senator may select two Annapolis 
students will be good news to ambitious 
youths who desire ,to enter the navy. It 
means that the attendance at the naval 
academy will be doubled. With these 
changes and the provisions for many more 
officers, 3,000 additional enlisted men and 
some 700 more marines, congress has tak­
en a good step toward Increasing the per­
sonnel of the navy to meet -its physical 
enlargement. 

fact that General Chllds and Attorney 
General Douglas assisted in framing it. 

We want no more grasshopper plagues 
in Minnesota. This bill, if it becomes a 
law, will not only tend to stamp out the 
local grasshoppers, 'but will be of great 
value in occasional battles with swarms 
of Rocky Mountain locusts. 

or may not be a good measure, but cor­
rect wheat statistics are greatly needed, 
and the agricultural department ought to 
give them to us in some way. 

Beginnings of Opposition to Roose­
velt. 

Our Washington correspondent has 
hitherto expressed the suspicion that the 
Incident of the Indianola postoffice and 
the appointment of Dr. Crum to be col­
lector of the port at Charleston are being 
"worked" by those who are seeking to 
unhorse President Roosevelt. It is cer­
tainly significant that a president who has 
appointed fewer negroes to office in the 
south and more in the north than any of 
his predecessors, not excepting Cleveland, 
should find his appointments arousing 
such a storm, not only In the south but 
in certain quarters in the north. If the 
difference is not to -be explained on the 
supposition that the southern view of the 
negro problem Is becoming more aggres­
sive in the south than ever and gaining a 
strong foothold In the north, it must be 
concluded that President Roosevelt's 
enemies are at work. -

We have commented before this, we be­
lieve, on the slow but sure, way in.which 
Harper's Weekly is working around to a 
position of critical antagonism to Presi­
dent Roosevelt. In view of this change it 
is significant to find Harper's insinuatingly 
saying: 

We sincerely hope that the real, though 
unavowed, motive of the attempt to dis­
cipline the citizens of Indianola is not, 
instead of being a somewhat belated re­
solve to enforce rigorously the privileges 
granted to colored persons by the l'econ-
struction amendments of the constitution, 
a bid for the colored vote in certain north­
ern states where it holds the balance of 
power. Does Mr. Roosevelt imagine him­
self to be a truer friend of the colored race 
than Mr. Booker T. Washington, who has 
repeatedly advised his brethern to forego 
officeholding or officeseeking in that sec­
tion of the country which resents even an 
approach to negro domination? 

It is to be regretted that Harper's 
Weekly will condescend to make such use 
of so courageous and wholly justifiable an 
act as that of the president in closing the 
Indianola office. The question involved 
in this Indianola affair is .something far 
greater than whether a negro shall be ap­
pointed to a postoffice. It is, as the New 
York Post says, the question of whether 
the acts of the national government within 
its constitutional authority shall be sub­
ject to local nullification. The Indianola 
mob has. tried to force the president of the 
United States to make an appointment to 
suit it, and he refuses to be forced. In­
cidentally, it may be remarked that what­
ever be the outcome in Indianola, It will 
be a long-time before any other commun­
ity undertakes to' dictate the appointment 
of United States officials. 

The Indianola affair must be. considered 
wholly aside from the negro problem in 
which it has its origin. As a matter of 
expediency and for the promotion of na­
tional harmony we are free to say that 
we do not believe in the appointment of 
negroes to office in any community where 
effective public opinion opposes; but we 
are equally firm in our belief that the 
United States cannot and must not be 
dictated to by Podunk or Indianola or any 
other locality. < , * 

The legislative bill requiring lumber­
men to burn their slashings is an excel­
lent one. We have no doubt that .the 
more careful lumbermen will approve of 
it. Slashings left to dry and rot tempt 
fire. -.-- • • V • . :>•. '.••••-- ;': 

NEW BOOKS. 

A WANDERER'S LEGEND. By Max Somer-
Tllle, Professor of Glyptology in the University 
of Pennsylvania. Philadelphia: Drexel Bid-
die. 
This book contains one of the various 

legends of the Wandering Jew. The nar­
rative purports to have been delivered 
by the Wanderer at a conclave of ec­
clesiastics in Nuremberg in the sixteenth 
century. The aged Wanderer, with flow­
ing gray beard and patriarchal air, en-
tured unmasked and told the story of his 
wanderings from -the time of the crucifix­
ion of Christ, throughout the whole world. 
He talks familiarly of Jerusalem and Pal­
estine at the beginning of the Christian 
era, giving a very interesting version of 
the events, pronouncing the crucifixion a 
most cruel act, and saying: "I have lived 
to see the emissaries of the church, the 
dispensers of your faith throughout the 
civilized world,—that faith of that divine 
man whom I had repulsed." 

Minneapolis seems to be expanding 
commercially, with its flour mills in Buf­
falo and Its Unseed oil mills in New York. 
This sort of expansion is all right if the 
expanders don't follow the flag. 

The navy appropriation bill, as reported, 
is somewhat obscure in its terms as to 
the promotion of warrant officers to the 
rank of ensign, it not being plain wheth­
er provision is made for twelve more such 
promotions a year, or whether the number 
is increased from six to twelve. At any 
rats it Is a ster> In the. right direction. 

Exterminate the Grasshoppers. 
It seems to us that State Senator A. D. 

Stephen's bill authorizing county commis­
sioners to plow land declared by the state 
entomologist to be infested with grass­
hoppers is a wise measure1. 

The bill is supported by a petition from 
many farmers who realize that fall or 
early spring plowing is ah easy and effica-
cidus way of keeping down the grasshop­
per pest, if applied without exception. The 
demand for such a law arises from the 
fact" that careless or absent farm owners 
let; their Infested, fields go „unplowed. 
When one land owner thus neglects his 
duty he .nullifies'the care of his neighbor. 
If the grasshoppers are 'to be extermin­
ated or kept from being dangerous all 
fields must be plowed, c 

Such legislation has been called for dur­
ing many years. As early as 1888 the late 
Professor Lugger* emphatically called at­
tention to the need for plowing. Mr, 
Forbes, who acted as state entomologist 
previous to the election of Professor 
Washburn to th> office, said that the 
state was very much in. need of legisla : 

tiori which - would '•' make%t: possible for 
competent authorities to compel the plow­
ing of fields in which grasshopper eggs 
have, bjsen, laid, ' 'for they are • veritably 
seeds of trouble." Professor Washburn 
is strongly in favor of the bill. 

That if is constitutional and legally ex-

Delayed Business. 
The senate, which took such a . move 

upon itself the other day and passed the 
bill to expedite the pending suits of the 
attorney general under the Sherman anti­
trust law, shies at the Cuban, the Alas­
kan, the Newfoundland, the Colombian ca­
nal treaties, and, as the time is getting 
very short, there only being three weeks! 
more of life for the fifty-seventh congress, 
these "conscript fathers" may have to 
face an extra session. 

In the Venezuela matter, which has been, 
dragging, Mr.* Bowen has, at length, by 
robust self-assertion, brought the allies 
down to a flat decision to go before- The 
Hague tribunal on their claim for prefer 
ential treatment, and allow the bills of 
all the claimants to be adjudicated by a 
commission, payment to be made pro rata 
out of 30 per cent of the Venezuelan cus 
torn receipts. 

The isthmian canal treaty which, not 
long ago, was thought to be on the verge 
of ratification, is delayed by Senator Mor­
gan who has made up his mind to oppose 
the Panama canal project so long as he 
has breath in his body. lie-nojr claims 
that Dr. Herran, with whom our "state 
department negotiated the treaty after 
Concha withdrew, did not possess the 
necessary authority to make the treaty 
binding upoii his country. He also de­
clares that the treaty should'not be rati­
fied because he has knowledge that the 
Colombian government bought peace with 
the revolutionists by promising to pay 
them $3,000,000 out of the money it ex­
pected from the United States, if they 
would lay down their arms and go home. 

So far as this charge is concerned, the 
United States government is not resppn-. 
sible for any terms Colombia may make 
with the revolutionists, and the alleged 
transaction of that government has noth­
ing whatever to do with the ratification 
of the treaty by the senate. 

Another of Morgan's objections to the 
treaty is that t̂ he president of Colombia 
is a dictator. As the head °t nearly ev­
ery Spanish-American republic in this 
hemisphere is a dictator, there is nothing 
surprising in the statement that Colombia 
Is under a dictator. Even the distin­
guished progressive president of Mexico 
is a dictator and has been such ever since 
he drove Lerdo de Tejada out of the presi­
dential chair in 1876. 

Senator Morgan's apposition Is endan­
gering the ratification of the treaty at this 
session of the senate, unless, Indeed, the 
senate can, in view of the importance of 
the subject, temporarily at least, drop its 
absurd "courtesy" tradition. Mr. Mor­
gan holds that the public want the canal 
constructed by the Nicaragua route, and 
that they are deprived of it by some ma­
lign influence skilled In the use of money 
as a vehicle of bribery. 

He and his friends of like views remind 
one of Louis XVI. who, in one of hi#'notes 
to Turgot, said that the more he thought 
of it the more he was convinced that 
"there is nobody but you and I that really 
love the people." ; The people of this 
country,-however, are abundantly satisfied 
with the prospect of the completion of the 
Panama canal by our government arid they 
very decidedly object to any attempt to 
obstruct action on the treaty at this stage 
of the proceedings. 

The Cuban treaty is also one of the 
measures of importance, favored by the 
strongest kind of public opinion, which is 
suspended by the power of special inter­
ests, and the Newfoundland treaty is held 
of by Senator Lodge, who claims that the 
Gloucester fishermen's Interests will be in­
jured by the treaty; but the fact is that 
if the treaty is not ratified there is a 
strong probability that Newfoundland 
will abrogate the modus vlvendl of 1888, 
under which the Gloucester men enter and 
use Newfoundland waters for fishing pur­
poses. . , •••.*•-• 

As for the Alaskan treaty, there would 
be no regret if the senate neglected to 
ratify it, as it was a work of supereroga­
tion on the part of. our government to ne­
gotiate it, and that was done merely as 
a matter of neighborly courtesy to Can­
ada who needs to be convinced that a mat­
ter which has been adjudicated for nearly 
a century and accepted by all the parties 
immediately and indirectly^ interested, 
cannot be reopened and reconsidered and 
annulled, because tile " greed of a., party 
with no national determining popyer in 
the premises demands'/it. '/" ^ : 

The Individual" Not Responsible for 
Society. 

Most men have little trouble in conform­
ing to the social institutions of the world, 
without splitting hairs over the question 
whether they are really right or wrong. 
Now and then, however, there are over-
conscientious people who,,-because they do 
not believe In the traditional Institutions, 
cannot Justify themselves In living in ac­
cordance with them. Such a man, in his 
early life, was Nathan C. Meeker, founder 
of the Greeley settlement in Colorado. Mi\ 
Meeker did not believe in land specula­
tion, being evidently a forerunner of the 
single taxers. Therefore,.. when Greeley 
was founded, he refrained from taking up 
a large tract of land on his own account. 
Some years later he expressed his regret 
that he had not taken land. 

"He had come," says Professor Ely In 
the February Harper's Monthly, "to see 
that social institutions are not individ­
ual creations, and that individuals must 
act in accordance with Institutions which 
have been established by society." 

It would have been perfectly proper for 
Mr. Meeker, though opposed to land spec­
ulation, to have taken up land for his 
own benefit under established custom. 
There would really have been no incon­
sistency between Mr. Meeker's carrying 
on an active campaign against private 
ownership in land and at the same time 
buying land for speculative purposes. As 
a man of the present, he was bound to 
take care of himself according to the rules, 
laws and customs of the present, and as 
a believer in progress he was bound to 
do his utmost to Work the changes he 
considered the best interests, of mankind 
demanded. We know .of a large land 
owner'who" is making a fortune in selling 
at "high prices t^'^fafr|i.eTs'.land he bought' 
at low priced,,, j^e r , f |r^kly says that • in 
an ideal society he would not be. permit­
ted, to get revenue in this manner from 
the men who actually till the soil, and he 
hopes for a better custom in the future. 
At the same time he would be foolish if 
he were to pass by an opportunity to do 
his best for himself. For him to refrain 
from taking profits would be merely to 
pass them on to some one else, some one 
who might not make so good use of them 
as himself. 

Similarly, a person who Is opposed to 
the organization of trusts is justified in 
taking stock in them if there is promise 
that his individual interests will be ad­
vanced thereby, though he would not be 
justified, in bartering his convictions for 
the sake of the material good the stock 
may do him. A person may believe that 
the principle of the timber and stone laws 
is all wrong and yet go in for all the per­
sonal good he can get out of the law, so 
long as it is. the law of the land and other 
men are availing themselves of Its pro­
visions. 

A man cannot live in another age, and 
he cannot separate himself from the or­
ganism of society. 

THE HEART OF THE NEW THOUGHT. By 
Ella Wheeler Wilcox. Chicago: The Psychic 
Research company. 
This book is not full of Wilcoxian 

rhymes. The lady prefers to pose as a 
Delphic oracle and writes in prose op­
timistically, and advises people to simply 
and daily declare to themselves that they 
are very good and lovely and convert dec­
laration into action. This is the sum of 
her philosophy: "Let the past go!" she 
says. But there are a good many people 
who cannot let the past of hideous sin 
go. It haunts them and tracks them. 
Mrs. Wilcox tells people to' exhale while 
they count, seven and repeat the process 
seven times and, while they inhale, if 
they wish for any virtue, they will get it. 
This simplifies the attainment of virtue 
greatly. It is a wonder nobody has dis­
covered the process before. The book 
abounds in similar ridiculous prescrip­
tions. 

THE STORY OF THE TRAPPER. By A. G. 
Laut, author of "Heralds of Empire," etc. 
Illustrated. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 
This volume deals with the men who. 

in the spirit of adventure and commercial 
instinct, penetrated the northwestern 
country in quest of furs. An interesting 
sketch of the origin and growth of. the 
Hudson's Bay corporation and the North­
w e s t Fur company, is given. Mr. Laub 
shows the conspicuous part the trapper 
and the fur trader had in opening up the 
northwestern country. The.American fur. 
trade has by the settlement of this coun­
try been limited, and the Hudson Bay 
company, still operating in the Canadian 
far northwest, is not the imposing and 
dominant corporation it once Was. The 
tales of the experiences of Indian and 
white trappers in this book are intensely 
interesting, as in the chapters on "Ba't-
iste, the Bear Hunter," "Koot and the 
Bob-cot," "John Colter—Free Trapper." 
There are descriptions of the ways and 
haunts of the .fur animals most in quest 
by the trapper and the author has. 
throughout, made a very attractive book. 

The proposed congressional law to tax 
wheat l-40th of a mill a bushel, so as to 
raise a fund to meet the cost of gathering 

cedent we have no doubt, In .view of thai correct wheat production statistics, may 

Senator Quarles of Wisconsin evidently 
belongs to modern times. He is in favor 
of tariff revision, and impressively says: 
"It is reasonable to expect that the won­
derful changes in commercial conditions 
which we have witnessed In the last six 
years, amounting almost to a revolution in 
business methods, should make necessary 
revision of those schedules. To 'stand 
pat' at such a time is to ignore facts and 
conditions with which everybody is famil­
iar." Senator Quarles is likewise right 
when he says that when great combina­
tions of capital seek to monopolize domes­
tic production, it is time for congress to 
interfere and invite foreign competition to 
frustrate such a design. 

Some of our state contemporaries who 
cannot be accused of- sympathy with the 
Heatwole organization are disposed to find 
amusement in some of the exposures of 
political plots In Washington by our Wash­
ington correspondent. There Is an old 
proverb that runs something like this: 
"He laughs best who laughs last." We 
are quite content to wait for the vindica­
tion of time. The great trouble with 
our skeptical friends, is their failure to 
realize that a great deal of political plot­
ting can be carried on in Washington that 
may not show itself at first on the surface 
of things in the state. 

FEBRUARY MAGAZINES 

It is a pleasure to note the Introduction 
into the legislature by Representative 
Smith of Hennepin of a bill providing for 
a state tax commission. The special 
'session ought to have done that much In 
the way of positive tax legislation. The 
experience of other states with tax com­
missions shows that they are valuable If 
the right sort of men are appointed to* 
them. But a tax commission can do 
a great deal more under an amended con­
stitution than without it to accomplish 
tax reform. , -

Yesterday and the day before were dis­
mal days for the gamblers of Minneapolis. 
Then they learned their fate. The public 
ajso.. learned the administration'a gambling 

The February Housekeeper is an un 
usually attractive number and among the" 
stories 'is a serial by John -Philip Sbusa, 
"The- Romance of Angelo. Diotti."'• Joel 
Chandler Harris contributes a : story, 
"Miss Puss*^ Parasol," arid other fiction 
is by F. H. Lancaster, Ida Shepler, Mil-
licent Tabor and Ella Martin. Francis 
E. Lester and Lucy B. Haven-Johnson 
write of Indian and Jute rugs, and Julia 
Mills Dunn describes the manufacture of 
the much sought after Delft. Lizzie L. 
Martin writes of the selection and care 
of the canary. Miss Hiller contributes a 
most attractively illustrated menu for a 
valentine luncheon, and several other 
pages are devoted to household- matter. 
Lela Fisher Woodward describes the 
Mexican kitchen. The young people's de­
partment shows how to make furniture 
out of newspapers and includes a story 
and puzzles. An interesting feature Of 
the magazine are the talks on timely 
topics, "• 

The Woman's Home Companion for 
February is a patriotic number and the 
first article is on Lincoln's birthplace. 
Arthur Branscombe writes of the birth­
place of the American flag, and Ernest 
Harold Baynes describes the battle be­
tween the Serapis and the Bonhomme 
Richard. Anne O'Hagen tells how rail­
roads fight snow, and the stories are by 
Clara Morris, Richard Stlllman Powell 
and Tudor Jenks. Rev. H. A. Brldgman 
reviews the work of the Congregational-
lsts for the good of mankind. Christine 
Terhune Herrlck speaks of the Sunday 
night supper in the interesting series of 
"Hospitality in Our Own Town," and 
Melissa from Arcday is initiated into the 
benefits to be derived from physical cul­
ture. There are many suggestions for 
valentine parties and celebrations and 
all sorts of ideas on other subjects. 

Gustav Kobbe writes of "The Women 
of Some Famous Portraits" in Harper's 
Bazar for Februai-y, and Margaret De-
land has something to say on "Love and 
Quarreling." Elizabeth G. Jordan has a 
clever story of child life, and William R. 
Lighton continues his serial. John J. 
a'Becket says some very clever things 
of the man at work. The fashions are 
very varied and pretty, and different mat­
ters of feminine interest are considered. 

An interesting, feature in .the Feb­
ruary Good Housekeeping to Minneapolis 
readers will be the recipes by well-known 
Minneapolis women. Clifton Johnson 
writes of Captain Johrua Slocum as a 
cook In his famous voyage around the 
world, and Gardner C. Teall presents 
some practical ideas in" regard to light­
ing a room. Elspeth MacDonald explains 
plate and finger bowl usage, Rev. Henry 
S. Clubb writes of the vegetarians, Mary 
Hinman Abel of the Vienna bakery. Rev. 
Howard A. Bridgman, "Sunday Hospi­
tality"; Deshler Welch- has a word to 
say of the butcher in his series on "The 
Critic in the Kitchen." The regular de­
partments are full of. new things, and the 
Minnesota recipes include a number from 
St. Paul women, as well as from Minne­
apolis. , ., 

Conkey's Home Journal for February 
has, as usual, an interesting collection 
of stories and poems by E. Carlisle Litsey, 
Ella Wheeler Wilcox, Eben E. Rexfbrd 
and Forrest Crissey. There are some 
pretty fashions and good suggestions of 
valentine entertainments, as well as ar­
ticles on embroidery, millinery and music. 

Casually Observed. 
Little Edwin, asked to define the word "velocity," said it was something* hi* 

father used when he struck the icy place In the sidewalk last week. 

4. An,English visitor complains that the floors in America are cold and the 
ceilings hot. Then let the English gentleman stand on his hands on the center 
table and rest his stockinged feet against tlfe ceiling. To do this and keep one's 
monocle in place is art. • . -"•>• 

THE SINGLE THOUGHT AND TWO 
SOULS. J 

C Lippincott's Magazine. 
"Smoking on the car!" exclaimed the 

disgusted woman, as Dennis Flaherty, 
with his short-stemmed pipe, took, the 
seat beside her. * 

"Oi am!" rejoined Dennis,Jbetween long 
and detrmined puffs. "And av ye don't 
loike ut, go wan up frbont. These sates 
is resairved fer smokers." 

"If you were my husband, I'd give you 
poison." 

"Would ye, now?" Puff-̂ puff.'•••'_--*'Ol 
think, av ye Wor me wolfe,"—puff, puff,—; 
"Ol'd. taHe uV» 

The latest chicken show—on Mamie's hat. 

The jury thinks that Mr. Cohen did not know what he was doing. 

A bill in the South Dakota, legislature suggests a fine of $1,000 for the scoundrel 
caught red-handed at football. We move to strike out the word "red-handed" 
and insert the word "red-headed." It is the boys who get mad and break their 
brothers': faces who discredit the game. 

: ; The complete pardon of Cole Younger made the Missouri legislature roar and 
the angels—well, they never weep much over an act of forgiveness. 

"Mama," said little-Edwin, "I know now what becomes of little babies who 
die."-, " ' - ^ W 

:"ls that so?" inquired his mother, languidly. "What is your solution of th« 
problem?" 

"Why, they become cherubim and seraphim."' 
"What makes you think so?" asked his mother with a slight show of reviv­

ing interest. 
"Wiry, the Bible says 'cherubim and seraphim continually do cry.' " 

The Canton, S. D., News has a good story about a lady who was stopping at 
the Hotel Rudolph. She was selling soap and pretended to be stone deaf to at­
tract sympathy. If is said she had a pretty face and a charming manner. She 
became a regular member of-the Milne table at the hotel, and Mr. and Mrs. Milne 
were lavish in their written messages of cheer. One day a Mr. Gallagher, who tiad 
heard nothing of the girl's misfortune, was Mr. Milne's guest and occupied a seat 
at lunch directly opposite the comely stranger.*Mr. Milne thought the opportunity 
ripe for a good practical joke, and in stentorian tones said: 

"Gallagher, what do you think of the young woman who sits opposite you? 
Isn't she a peach? Just note those ruby lips and witching eyes. Where would you 
find anything more dainty or attractive?" 

This sally caused the modest gentleman to "jump sideways" and the blush of 
confusion thrown by'him caused a red reflection in the dining room, and did not 
vanish until Mr. Gallagher was assured that the girl was deaf. Later developments 
show that the supposed mute is a fraud and that her sense of hearing is so keenly 
developed that she can hear the faintest whisper at a distance of a block. Mr. 
Milne's friends are making signs of the deaf and dumb alphabet whenever they 
meet him, and he is feeling sore. 

It is necessary to use wood in the laundry stove at the house, and I often en­
joy pleasant little chit-chats with the fuel man. This fuel man is very clear in 
his views that maple wood, sawed and split, Is the thing to buy, and he has 
learned to name the price without blushing. It is an art, but he can do it. I 
always decide before visiting the office to buy "four-foot maple," the price is 
so strong that it walks on four feet now, but he argues me out of it, and we com­
promise -on having the wood sawed but not split. For sawing, the fuel man soaks ' 
you "seventy-five per cord." He explains that the "seventy-five" is cents, not 
dollars, as I at first feared. Along with the wood goes a hobo to throw It in, but 
instructions are left at the house to have the hobo thrown down, and I throw iri 
the costly stuff myself, carefully counting each stick and knocking on It with the 
hammer to see if it is sound. 

Each evening and morning I go against this wood pile with the ax, not for 
exercise, nor for pleasure, entirely, but to cut it up. The pieces with knots I 
give one labored "try" with the ax and then toss aside into a pile known as "re­
calcitrants." When things go wrong in the world and my thought becomes.clouded 
with anger or there is a tendency to hold malice in the mind at one's brother man. 
I go against this pile of "recalcitrants" with the ax, and it is simply wonderful to 
see them> melt away like a summer cloud. This is really-a spiritual exercise, for it 
not only clears away the knotty sticks, but it clears the thought of anger, and 1 
go in to" breakfast or dinner, as the case may be, with a heart overflowing with 
love for humanity: 

What a wonderful world this is anyhow! —A. J. R. 

JUDGE HOKE 

' ••* • Sandy Bend Justile Does Not Always Go. 
Copyright, 1903, by R. D. Marshall. 

' ""•"When "this yere court was 'lected as Jestice of the Peace in and for the county 
of Sandy. Bend," began Judge Hoke, as he rapped for order, "It was understood 
that wfiat he said had to go. This court took off its coat and begun bizness. It 
ladled out jestice to white men, Injuns and Chinymen alike, and without stint. It 
enforced the law and compelled respect, and it patted good men on the; back and 
made bad men git up'n hump. 

"On several .different occasions sartur shyster* lawyers have had the gall to in­
form this court that she wasn't the biggest thing In Wydralng, and .that sha 
would receive a check in her mad career. The court was not skeered. She went 
right ahead ladellng out jestice and makin* decisions, and she had come to be­
lieve that she was all the law fur five hundred miles in every direction when she 

-got a throw-down. 
"Feller critters, I have been heard to observe in this courtroom that sooner 

than crawfish on any of my legal decisions, I would resign my office and take to 
the hills, but the time has come when I've got to lake a bluff—two of 'em. Two 
of my cases have bin reversed on me, and the supreme court has satisfied me that 
I was wrong. I've got to crawfish, and I'm goin 'to do it gracefully. While it 
pains me to diskiver that I'm not the biggest thing in Wyoming, I'm consoled by 
the thought that jestice recognizes Sandy Bend as her headquarters and stops yere 
most of the time. 

. "The first case to which I refer is that of Joe Toole against Jim Harper. Jo« 
has a claim and a camp on Turkey vHill. One day when he is out along comes 
Jim and cleans out the outfit, even down to the skillet. Joe comes home and finds 
Jim's trail. He is armed, but does not foller that trail and bring him to airth and 
then plant him in a decent manner? Not any! He sits down and weeps and la­
ments instead, and he appears at the Ked Uog saloon and calls me out or a poker 
game to whine fur jestice. Thar is Jim Harper camped down not three miles away, 
rolled up in Joe's blankets and sleepin' like a log, and yere is Joe Toole beggin* me 
to let loose the dogs of jestice bekase he ain't man 'miff to git back his own. Was 
it any wonder that I turned to the bar and took a drink of water by mistake? 
Was it any wonder that I went out of that poker game with an ace full in my 
hand? . 

"But I let loose the dogs. Jim Harper was arrested and put on trial. He de­
nied nuthin'. All he said was that Joe Toole was no man. Of course he wasn't. 
The court said so, and you all said so, and the court got so worked up over it that 
he let Jim go and sentenced Joe to seven years in state prison. Mebbe it wasn't 
accordin' to the statoots. My decision has been upsot by the higher court and 
I've got to tell Joe Toole that he is a free man. I do tell him so, and I add that 
if h^ is hangin' around Sandy Bend an-hour hence this court will give him a 
lickin' to be remembered all the rest of his days. If Jim Harper was yere I'd 
fine him enough to pay for the drinks al laround, but as he is holdin' up stages over 
in Arizona at the present time, and is thus beyond our jurisdiction, all we kin do i* 
to wish him well. 

"The second case is that of Tom Reynolds agin Scott White. We all know 'em, 
and, we know that neither are wuth the powder to blow 'em up. Tom Reynolds 
is drunk five days iri the week, and works at his claim on Wolf Mountain the other 
two. Scott White would be drunk all the time if there was whisky 'nuff in Sandy 
Bend, and he had 'nuff money to buy it. It's a toss-up between the two, and no 
call for sympathy. 

"Three months ago Tom Reynolds breaks into a Chinese laundry and steals 
eigmeen shirts. It may be mentioned at this juncture that the best shirt in 
the lot belonged to this court, and that when he finally got it back one of the tails 
and all the buttons was gone. Tom is carryin off his plunder, and has got as fur 
as Squaw creek, when Scot White steps out and pints a stick at him and holds him 
up and takes the shirts. Tom has two guns on him, and don't snap a cartridge in 
defense. He stands thar and shakes and shivers fur a spell, and then he comes 
to rout me out and holler fur jestice. 

" Is this whar they gits jestice?* he says as he rushed into the Red Dog. 
" 'She be,' says I, 'and how do you want it?' 
" 'By the bar'l.' 
"Then be goes on to tell me that he has bin robbed, and I issue a warrant fur 

Scot Reynolds and brings him to the bar. He stands on his rights. He claim* 
that he was only robbih* a robber, and that he had no deadly weepin to pint. You 
will remember the amazement of this court when them eighteen shirts was spread 
out on the floor and he found his amohg 'em. You will also recollect how Tom 
Reynolds went down into his butes and tried to git out doors. When this court 
recovered from its surprise sunthin' was done. Tom was sentenced to be hung by 
the neck until dead, and Scot was taken out and booted clear off the town limits. 

"The supreme court ain't sayin' a word about his case, but it has reversed the 
hangin'. It gently hints that this court can't impose a hangin' sentence, but that 
thar is sunthin' of a difference between robbery and murder. This court is obleeged 
to agree. He is willin' to admit that the sight of his stolen shirt carried him a 
leetle too fur. While he will continerr to feel that a critter who will steal the only 
shirts eighteen respectable men have got desarves condign punishment, he will 
let hisself down as gracefully as possible. 

"Tom Reynolds, stand up. This court crawfishes and sets you at liberty. You 
could be held for the robbery, but we are goin* to wipe the hull bizness off the 
docket and have done with it. Now, she's wiped, and you have got ten minutes to 
git out o' Sandy Bend. As fur Scott White, he is in jail in Utah fur horse stealin 
and we can't tech him until he happens to stroll this way again. That's all 

"I declare this court adjourned 'till somebody else comes howlin' around fur 
jestice and law." 

OVERHEARD IN THE JUNGLE. 
Youth's Companion. 

"Are you aware," asked the learned 
monkey of the elephant, "that, according 
to the Latin, you have an impediment in 
your speech?" 

"How so?" asked the elephant, as he 
deftly mashed a fly with his right ear. 

"In Latin impedimenta means baggage, 
arid you have a trunk-"—" 

"I wish—-" began the elephant, as he 
reached with determination for a con­
venient sapling. But the monkey was 
already iri the top. of a high tree. 

AS BAD AS EVER. 

Judge. 
Joe Peasly—How's yer boy Albert gittln' 

oa down tew th* city? 
Uncle Ezra—Oh. Al's jes' th; same har­

um-scarum. I did hope when" he give up 
bein' a cowboy in Dakoty an' went east 
fer tew study in thet art-school then he'd 
behave hisself. 

Joe Peasly—Whut's th' boy up tew now? 
Uncle Ezra—Oh, th' blame rascal writes 

thet' he's goto' tew serve on a hangin' 
committee. 
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