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Peace in Ireland?

The British parllament reassembled last
week, taking a more complacent view of
the torturing Irish problem than is usual,
The conference of Irlsh landlords and
Ivish nationalists in January resulted in
the formulation of a program for peace
and prosperity foy *“the ould sod.” which
ought to recelve the earnest attention of
parliament. Even Mr. Redmond expresses
the bellef that the giving to the measurd
statutory effect will compose the differ-
ences between landlords and tenants
which have beecn at the bottom of ajl
the lawlessness, hitterness and unhappi-
ness in the past; have, for the past twenty
vears, made the occupants of the Irish
benches in the commons the most form-
idable body of legislative obstructionists
in the world.

“What shall be done with Ireland?” is
a question long asked by Fnglish states-
men, and gencrally answered in the wrong
way-—a wa) calculated to stir up the Irish
nature to deeper bitterness. Mr. Glad-
stone did his best to answer it in a ra-
tional way and split his own party and
antagonized the Irish in the attempt, al-
though he succeeded in removing a great
injustlce when he disestablished the Irish
Episcopal church, which Roman Catholics
had been compelled to aid in sustaining,
and his party had made Ireland share in
the educational act of 1870.

The fundamental trouble in Ireland is
the antagonism of landlords and tenants—
the everlasting land question. The land
acts of 1870 and 1881 wrung from parlia-
ment by agitation have given scant relief
because neither of them eradicated the
landlordism so detested by the Irish. What
is proposed now is apparently no make-
ehift, and if the conservative party gives
it statutory effect with their large major-
ity in parlianment they will be deserving
of all praise.

Twenty yvears ago Mr. Sexton demanded
the extinguizshment of the interest of the
landlord in Irish s=oil, =0 putting an end
to the conflict beiween landlords and
tenants. Lord Justice James adopted
something of the same proposition when
hie proposed that landlords should he en-
titled Lo call on the state to purchase
their property at a fair price, or tweniy-
five years’ purchase on the average net
rental received by them. Following this
principle, the present proposal seems to
be, that landlords who want to dispose of
their estates, or a portion of them. can
obtain a fair price, and payment or guar-
antee for payment from the state. There
are some estates in Ireland which have
passed into the hands of the tenants un-
der arrangements made by the owners
with the tenants. The principle involved
works no confiscatory process. If a land-
lord wants to sell a part of his land or
all of it the state stands as guarantor of
payment. There is no other way, appar-
ently, to compoge the Irish land question,
which otherwise will be a perpetual tor-
menting thorn for the British government.
There is no interference with the rights
of vroperty in the method outlined. The
landlords look favorably upon it. The teg-
ants favor, The Irish natlonalists 1}-
fess to favor it warmly. The latter cldfim
it will extingulsh the aged feud which has
wrought disaster in Ireland. It is true. as
was stated by the secretary of the Jan-
vary Irish conference. that it would be
nothing short of a national calamity if this
opportunity of restoring peace is allowed
to pass, disregarded by parliament.

That bill to rebuke Public Examiner
Johnson for being a good official seems
to have lost its hold on the legislature.

Home Rule the Best.

The Minneapolis Tribune has had a
reries of editorials which seem to be aim-
ing at the general conclusion that the
home-rule city government is a myth, and
that cities without home-rule charters
have more genuine home rule than those
with it. A part of ‘the argument seems
to have been based upon a confusion as
to the home-rule amendment to the con-
stitution and the amendment of 1802 for-
bidding the legislature 1o pass certain
kinds of special legislation. The difficulty
of getting rellef from the legislature for
local troubles that require a legislative
enactment has been experienced ever since
1802; but very few thoughtful persons
would care to go back to the old evil sys-
tem of special legislation.

The home-rule amendmeént authorized
legislation for certaln classes of cities
without reference to whether they have
home-rule charters or not. The legisla-
ture, for example, may pass general laws
relating to the affalrs of cities of over
60,000, all ¢itles over 50.000 having some
differences in their home-rule charter
privileges from cities under that number.
But this does not mean that if such a
general law be passed to suit the require-
meénts of Duluth, say, it imposes any bur-
den on Minneapolis. Such a law will al-
‘ways be one designed to extend the limits
of possible home rule. No home-rule city
iz forced to take advantage of it; its own
course is governed by the terms of its own
charter. Instead of home rule having the
effect, so far as thé principle is concerned,
of entangling the cities of a class in con-
ditions which require appeals to the legis-
lature, it is the one way of escape from
such entanglement#” Not less home rule,
but more, is what is needed. The original
enabling act was not perfect. and changes
must be made from time to time in the
direction of more home rule. Duluth now

thinks that it may want to take oveér a'

Nehting plant, and finds that it has no

o el |cities should be left to determine for them-
|selvas, ‘A law compelling citiea to own
{Nghtfmg plants would be & different mat- |

authority to do it.” Why should Minneapo-
s object to a law authorizing cities of
over 560,000 to purchase or build lighting
plgnts?  That is a.municipal matter which

ter. That would be a restriction of home
rule. A liberal home-rule act is really
a means of obtalning for municipalities
all of the advantages of special legisla-
tion, while avoiding its dangers. The
legislature lays down certain broad gen-
eral rules governing a city of a class,-and
authorizes the people to do, what they

|please in the way of government within

those limitations, thus escaping that curse
of good municipal government, arbitrary
and ill-conceived :nterference by the legls-
lature. o !

It will be very difficult to find enougih
men to fill the ranks of the navy, whicn
have been increased on paper to about
32,000. But when the nation needs the

men so much that it will pay more for

them, they will be forthcoming. No bet-
ter way to improve the personnel of both
the army and navy can be ﬁn_md than lo
establish better wages for soldiers and
sallors,

A Better Spirit.

Benator Tillman seems to be turning
over a new leaf. In beginning a speech in

the senate yesterday he announced that
he proposed to surprise his fricnds and

disappoint his enemies by the mildness of
his remarks. 'The speech that followed,
sa far as the Assoclated Press reported
it, was certainly mild for Mr. Tillman.
We hope that his manner yesterday will
not be an isolated incident, but that here-
after he will consider this baffling and
disturbing race problem with that spirit
of toleration, generosity and he_lpfnlness_
which all must have who enter the arena
of this discussion if they hope to pro-
mote a satisfactory settlement.

That spirit is splendidly evinced-in an
essay on the subject of negro suffrage by
Professor Gunton. This calm thinker con-
cludes that negro suffrage, as the suffrage
of a raclal mass, Is a failure. There is
general agreement on that point now.
There is little doubt that the race prob-

lem would be further advanced toward

settlement if the negroes had not been
given the suffrage en masse. Professor
Gunton goes on to discuss with manifest
kindness and consideration the present
disfranchisement of the negroes in the
south. His only objection to it, is that
of most northern students of the subject
who sympathize with the trials of the
south in this matter; that is, that the ex-
clusion should not be made purely racial,
as it is in effect. Ie would exclude the
ignorant white as well as' the ignorant
negro. It is the present southern tend-
ency to make the color of the skin and not
the intelligence of the man, the basis of
the suffrage that arouses resentment in

the north. On the social side northern
whites are but little more tolerant of

negroes than southern whites, but to us
it seems perfectly absurd that an intel-
ligent American negro should be kept
from the ballot box while thousands of ig-
norant foreigners are permitted to vole,
Professor Gunton maintains, though, that
representation in congress should. as the
fourteenth amendment to the constitution
intends, be made proportionate to the po-
litical population. If the negro is counted
out for political purposes in one respect,
he ought to be counted out all through.
If he cannot vote, and is therefore not
represented, his numbers ought not to
count in swelling the congressional dele-
gations of states in which he Is disfran-
chised. This is mere justice, not a means
of punishing the south for excluding the
negro from the franchise; yet it seems to
anger our southern countrymen, even to
propose a law carryving out the constitu-
tion. We don't say that it'Js wise to
insist on this point; we merely affirm its
reasonableness. The cffect of such a law
would be to put a premium on the admis-
slon to the 'suffrage of competent negroes,
because In that way lost representation
would be regained with the education and
enlightenment of the negroes.

We referred yesterday to the Atlanta
university bulletin on *“The Negro Arti-
san,” It is a most creditable publication,
and is full of signs of hope for the negro.
A study of it points to the wisdom of
Booker Washington’s plan of saving little
and keeping at work., When the negro is
able to command the respect of his white
neighbors by his material achievements
and posesessions, and his moral worth,
there will not be much left of the negro
problem. The new era of industrialism in
the =south is bound to de much for the
Negro. Industrialism will edueate him.
The bulletin referred to quotes an efficient
negro mechaniec in Lynchburg, Va.. as
saying that the situation grows brighter
every day, and that it ia simply a question
of capacity and reliability. This man was
about to take the job of erecting one of
the largest structures in the state,

How many men of that kind, if quiet
and well-behaved, will long be denied the
privilege of voting whether in Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Alabama,
Mississippi or Louisiana?

The Statehood Compromise. .

The i'epubiican senators seem to have
agreed upon a statehood bill, which repre-
sents substantial justice all around, to the
people of the territories and to the people
of the existing states, except as to Okla-
homa.

The compromise as reported is that New
Mexico and Arizona shall be admitted in
1906 as one state under the name of Mon-
tezuma, and that the Arizona portion of
the new state may become a separate
state when its population exceeds 500,000,
congresa consenting; and that Oklahoma
shall be admitted as a state in 1906 with
the provision that Indlan territory shall be
annexed to it in 1906, after the Indian al-
lotments havé been completed.

Arizona now has, according to the cen-
sus of 1900, 122,931 inhabitants, and New
Mexico, %06,810, It is only fair to say,
however, that both territories, especially
New Mexico were greatly undercounted.
New Mexico maintalns that to-day its
population is near 300,000 if not more, At
any rate the present population of the
two. territorles must exceed 350,000. On
the sc::ire of mere numbers, therefore, such
a combined state can hardly be refused
admission into the union, in view of the
smaller populations of North Dakota,
Montana, Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Wyoming
and Delaware. It Is true that with thes:
350,000 people distributed over 284,756

square miles (New Mexico has 123,460,

and Arizona 112,280) of what will be the
second state in union in size, it will be u
very sparsely settled state. But that is
hardly an objection worth urging. in this
day of rapld communication. The degree
of illiteracy among the population.of Mex-
fcan origin is very large, but the total
percentage of illiterates, about 32, is not
larger than that in some of the southern
states with a large negro population.

The name Montezuma is one that will
appeal to the public as a very happy one,
recalling as it does the history of the pro-
posed state, :

Oklahoma - and Indian ‘territory’ cach
have about the same. number of inhabi-
tants, and together had in the census of
1900, 790,000 people. Here is certainly
ample population for one, if not two,
states. The character of the Oklahoma
pepulation is gratifyingly high. The large
number of Indians about to become citi-
zens in Indian territory, and the fact that
the two territories toteth‘er. make one
state '6f respectable area, fully justity the
proviston for ultimate unfon of the two.

It Is, however, unfalr to Oklahoma, if
not to the other territories. to postpone
admission until 1906. Oklahoma is en-
titled to immediate admission; it has won
that right by being far better prepared
for statehood than any existing state was
at the time of its admission.

The senute committee on the Philip-
pines yvesterday voted to take no further

lestimony in the Philippines atroeities
cases, but acted favorably on Senator
Rawlins’ resolution calling for the records

of courts martial in such cases.
part, we can not see why the continum-
tion of the investigation is not advisable.
We do not escape national disgrace for
whatever deeds of cruelty may have been
berpetrated by American soldiers and of-
ficers in the Philippines by suppressing
information thercof; to do so is only 10
add to the disgrace. A thorough inves-
tigation and punshiment of the offenders
is the way to escape lasting disgrace. 1t
is, of course, a natural impulse, to shut
the eyes and ears to such horrors, but
sterner stuff is required of statesmen wh

do their duty. .
¥ [

The Powers and Turkey.

A Constantinaple dispatch sayvs that tﬁe

Turkish foreign minister has notificd the

powers that his master, the Sultan, "has

agreed to adopt the scheme for referm
in Macedonia.

powers, however, does not expressly desig-

nate Macedonia, but, in effect, demands

reforms for every C
in European Turkey, according to.the re-
ports. |

While the Sultan ngrees to adopt the
scheme which practically takes the gov-
ernment of Macedonia and other localities
out of his hands, and transfers it to the
agents of the powers, it is evident that he
proposes to have the proposition amended
in or_d(.r to save himself humiliation. The
scheme af the powoers resembles that pro-

posed before the Russo-Turkish war of
1877-78. which went to pisces o the iirst

movement tc actualize it. The attempt
af the ‘“concert of Europe™ to reform the
European provinces of Turkey at that time
resulted in a bloody and disastrous war,
which brought about the practical inde-
pendence of -half the Christian population
of European Turkey, and the elimination

of what remained in those communitiers of

the Moslem population, by exile or ex-
termination. Under the Berlin trealy, the
Sultan was pledged to institute adminis-
trative reforms in Burope and Asin, and,
In a special treaty with the Sultan which
gave her Cyprus, England pledged herself
to see that Turkey fully reformed her ad-
ministration in Asia Minor. These pladges
have been utterly disregarded by Turkey
and England. TIn fact, the Sultan ostenta-
tiousgly defled Europe by having at least
a hundred ithonsand Armenian Christians
masgsacred in cold blood, while the “con-
cert of Europe” stood by in complacent
contemplation of the fiendish atroecity and
did literally nothing. The Bulgarlan and
Macedonian Christiuns never suffered the
hundredth part of the hidevus crueltios
which' have been visited upon the poor
Armenians, even to the point of exter-
mination. To-day we hear of the firm de-
termination of the “concert of Europe” to
“stand no trifling on the part of the
Sultan™ with regard to the jfolnt note.
Why did not these saine powers intervene
to protect the Armenians from the bloody
monster who sits trembling, through fear
of assassination, in the recesses of Yildeéz
Kiosk? Is there any probability that they
will attempt to force reforms now upen
Abdul Hamid II.? The latter, as Caliph.
has seen the kKhanates of Central Asia fall

into the hands of Russia with their Moz

hammedan populations besides the tetri-
tory within the Ottoman empire which
Russia has absorbed; has seen England
make Mohammedan Egypt practically a
British province, besides presiding over
60,000,000 of Mohammedang in India. and
he has seen most of his HWuropean prov-
inces, through the aid of the ‘‘concert of
Europe,” acquiring their indépendence.
Christendom encroaches upon Islam with
giant and resistiess stridés, and it is not
surprising to learn that the Sultan has
sought to initiate a pan-Islamic movement
against the menacc of the “infidels,” and
Jneditates, as he did in 1878, the formal
waving of the standard of the prophet, the
sacred symbol of the Mohammedan faith,
which is kept In ihe old palace of the
sultans in Constantinople. The claim of
Abdul Hamid to the cauliphate is not recng-’
nized by millions of Mohammedans, not-
ably those of North Africa, where there
are claimants grounding their claims on
descent from 'Ali, the sen-in-law of Mo-
hammed, and in Arabia there are persis-
tent claimants on that basis. A pan-
Islamic movement against Chrlstendom is
nat probable. The Sultan of Moroceon has
already declined to join it, and, if Abdul
Hamid chooses to make a final struggle
for his weakening foothold In Europe, he
will find himsel? the ruler of some little
Aslatic province instead of nominal caliph
and head of the Ottoman empire. The
crughed Christian worm as well as the
crushed Mohammedan worm in Turkey is
likely, with the help of the European
powers, to turn and rend the detestable
and now blighted power which has robbed
and tormented them since the advent of
Mohammed II in scutheastern Europe in
the fifteenth century.

The Fairmont Sentinel publishes a let-
ter from 2 Minneapolis wholesale glass
firm to a merchant of that city,which says
that the duty on glass enables the (rust

to collect just 3175 more for an ordinary

For our

The joint note of the

nristian community

store front than It otherwise would. Here
is & good example of the wAy to reach
the trusts by tariff revision. In this day
there should be no tariff that gives home
monopolists such a marginh of extortlon.

Dr. Voss Mohn of Minot, N. D., sends us
a long appeal to the North Dakota legis-
lature in the interests of a state sana-
torium for consumptives. The com-
muniecation is too long for use and while
we know nothing of Dr. Mohn's particu-
lar plan, we may say that the medern
tendency is toward state aid in the treat-
metn of the consumptive poor.

The citizens of Vesta, Minn,, have ad-
dressed a long appeal to the legislature,
through The Journal, to pass a dog
law, providing for the restraint of dogs
and taxing them at the rate of $5 or $10
apicce. The idea is a good one, but the
citizens of Vesta will have to wait until
Mr. Nyquist, the great champion of the
rights of dogs, is retired.

Former Archduke Leopold Ferdinand of
Austria announces that he is to become an
officer in the American navy. It would
e polite of him to consult the American

navy before making such an announce-
ment, : )

Between honest Bryanism and the dem-
ocracy that is In politics only for victory
by such a prostitution of itself as an alli-
ance with the trusts to beat Roosevelt, we
will take Bryanism every time.

Mr. Tesla has another dream. Mr, Tesla
is one of the most consistent men we know
of. He is always about to do something,

and never mars the record by doing any-
thing.

AMUSEMENTS

“Captain Jinks of t!;*Horse Marines” at
the Metropolitan.

I is said that Clyde Fitch wr
tain Jinks of t o Aote

“Cap-
he Horse Marines,” not at
the order of any star or manager, but to
please himselfl. Je narrowly escaped
pleasing no one else, But Mr. Fitch has
?:ct to write an uninteresting play, and if

Captain Jinks" be considered as simply
a comedy of manuers, in which are re-
vived the clothes and the ways of a (hird
of a century ago, it becomes a most in-
teresting study. Its story is very slight
and its action lame and halting, but the
pictures of life in New York at the time
of the Grant and Greeley campaign are
drawn in the best Fiteh manner, The
bustle and the chignon, then such Imper-
tant features in a fashionable lady's make-
up, now seem the height of absurdity, but
the theater-goer who is old ‘enough to
remember those days finds great pleas-
ure in their revival,

Mr. Fiteh evidently made the most care-
ful study of the period and has illusfrated
his work with not only the costumes and
manners of the day, but its slang, its
Bossip and even its popular songs. “'Cham-
pagne Charley.” *“Bhoo Fly" and “Up in
a Balloon share the honors with the
song from which the playv is named.

Just to give the play its hallmark, Mr.
Fitch has introduced In the ballet re-
hearsal scene one of those surprises in
which he delights and without which no
play of his could be considered genuine,
Absurd as this seems. it is nevertheless
the most likely incident possible, when
you come to consldcr the matter. In-
deed, the whole play is marked by a sim-
ple naturalness that is convincing. There
is no” stramning for effect, no caricaturing
of human types for the sake of laugh-
making, nothing stilted or artificial. It
is, in short, a clever comedy of manners
without much incident and little charac-
terization.

Miss Elizabeth Kenpedy appedrs as the
fmno_us young diva whom Colonel Maple-
son nms imported, from Europe to sing’
grand opera in New York. She invests
the character with a sweet and ingenu-
Oous womanliness that justifies the capitu-
lation of Captain Jinks to her charms.
Moet singers., however, who come to us
from over the water bring more foreign
mannerisms than are displayed by Mme.
Trentoni, who, though American-born, has
spent her life in forelgn theaters. Miss

Kennedy has a strong, albeit a pleasant,
speaking volce, and she i= not always able

to resist the temptation to let it out a bit
too much. ;

Theodore Babcock plays Captain Jinks
with a fine sense of its humor and Its sen-
timent. and his picture of a lahk-de-dah
of the day. suddenly sobered by a géenu-
ine love, is artistic, though marred at
times by indistinet enunclation. Wdward
J. Mack contributes a fine characteriza-
tion of Papa Belliarti,"the dancing master.
who has discovered and developed the
diva. Charlotte Lambert as the aunt-
c¢haperon is quaintly frivolous. There are
a number of other good bits, such as the
newsboy who beécomes a “buttons” (Har-
ry Barton), the policeman (Frank Don-
nelly), and the woman reformer (May
Anderson), with her deaf-mute accomplice
{Graecs Barton).

—W. B. Chamberlain.
“A Young Wife'” at the Lyceum. _

Melodrama is fish, flesh and fowl to the
Lyceum cligntele. Comedy pleases them
not, nor tragedy either: but melodrama!
that's the thing with which to tempt the
sheckles from their purses. Persecuted
innocence, beauty in distress, heroism
o'erwhelmed by a sca of tronbles, all these
are delectable, A Lyceum audience is
never so happy as when its sympathies are
}stirrcd by harrowing misfortune. Hence
it is especially enamonrad by nelodrama,
the mellower the batter.

For this reason J. K. Tillotson's play of
“A Young Wife,” which is the bLill this
week, will have smooth sailing. Last
night a large audiencs declared its ap-
proval of both play and plavers.

This young wife is of the stuff of whick
herolnes are made. She believes her hus-
band gullty of a murder and herself plans
to assume his guilt in order to save him.
She is heloved by evervone in the cast, in-
cluding the villain-in-chief; vet she be-
comes involved in a fhet of misfortune
that bids fair to accompilsh her undoing.
Consistently, for three acts. she chooscs
the worse course every: time the better
presents itself. “Then. =uddenly. in the
last act. she develops preternatural acute-
ness and proceeds to set all aright, which
is at it shouid be—a melodrama, Inei-
dentally she summons to her ald a country
Jbumpkin who, like that modern Maud
Muller who “reads the Néw York papers
évery day.”’ is not half go green as hé ap-

peara when viewed through smoked
glassen. '
Viewed from a sane standpoint, “A

Young Wife'” is a wholly. impossible per-
sonage;: yet the play will ungquestionably
make gond with the Ferrig following.
Good work i1s done by AMiss Grace Hav-
ward in the name role; by Fen Johnson, ag
the “‘governor,” W. H. Murdoch as the
“captain,” Herbert Brennon as the rustiec,
and W. D. Corbétt as the husband. Miss
Laurette Allen, comparatively a new
comer, is cast ag the “governor's" wife.
She hasg but one scene, that in the thieves'
den, where she assumes drunkenness and
where her eyes appear, alternately, sus-
plcious, cunning and maudlin. Her work
is wéll done and proves her an actress of
ability, The minor roles are in good
hands. —J. W. Lawrence,

A Stage Director for Ferris.

Jamesa W. Castle, who has been stage
director of Proctor’'s New York theaters
for the past few years. who stamed many
of James K. Hackett’'s plays, Including
“The Prisoner of Zenda,' and who was
formerly connected with Daly's theater,
has been ed to manage the Lyceum
stage for the remainder of the senson. He
will put on “A Belle of Richinond,” which
will be at that playhouse next week. He
is not an actor, but will devole his entire
attention to directing the stage.

Foyer Chat.
“That inimitablée’ pigmy of the foot-

| sending their childrenr to school

; H'.Defecie Page |

lights," Frank Danlels, will draw a
erowded hquu to the Metropolitan Thurs-
day night,’ to see him in “Miss Simpli-
mty.ﬂ K &

The great success achieved by Denman
Thompson and George. W. Ryer's “Our:
New Minister,”” which Minneapolis is to
sec the latter part of next weck at the
Metropolitan, ‘{8 said to be due to the ex-
cellence of the cast,

“At the Old Cross Roads,” seen here
last season for the first time, will be at
the Bljou next week. During this en-
gagement, the Bwedlsh Famine Sufferers’
Benefit will continue. :

A CRITICISM OF RAFFIA

“‘Exodus” Urges That Basketry Work
Impedes Proper Functions of
the Schools.
To the Editor of The Journal:

Btill we are vexed with the extrava-
gance of spending so mugh money and #o
much of the teacher's tlme on something
that lovks pretty when it is nicely finished
and advertises us well abroad, and yet,
when you come to consider, is of no par-
ticular value to the child. s

On the othér hand, it is extremely harl
to teach, for, while it is comparatively
easy to teach fifty children at one time
to read or spell, or a prineciple In arith-
metic, it 18 an entirely different matter
with the basketry, That Is something that
requires so much Individual attention that
it is an Impossibility to teach more than
one or two children the “stitch” or “tle”
at a time. Many téachers prefer to keep
the children after school hours and show
them how tu do it separately to undertak-
ing to teach many at a time during regu-

lar hours. But by that time the teachers
are tired and =0 arc the children and they

ought nol to be kept longer. It Is a long
day for little people to be without much
free exerclee, from 9 till 3:30. At this
period of their growth it is especially ne-
cessary for them (o have out-of-door ex-
ercise. But by the time they get home
after being kept for the baskets it is too
late for them to play much out of doors.
Can parénts be blamed for not liking this
siage of affairs?

Who is benefited? The school manage-
ment and the reputation of our honorable
school board and, s0 far as I can sece.
they alome. 'There is very little in it for
the child, even though he gets so he can
make a basket. And as to the teacher?
Well, it simply wears her out.

We should all of us take a reasonable
amount of pride in our schools, but we
should not allow our pride to run away
with our sense and judgmmt. We should
consider, firat of all, the health of our
teachers and our children, and even if
this work can be done at 6dd times with-
out shutting out more important matters
it would require a large amount of time,
in the end, without materlally benefiting
anybody, except as an advertisement.

The teachers have enough to do without
basketry. There are, every day, from two
to five sets of papers to be looked over

and this department of the teacher's work

should receive more agtention than it
does now-a-days, There no better way
of finding out how much the child really
knows out of the instruction given thau
lo have him reproduce what he can from
memory; there Is no better way to teach
children spelling than to have tlie words
writlen many times; there is no better
way of fixing anything in the child's mind
than by having him write it in some way.

No work should be given that Is not to
be corrected. That is a principle of which
every conscientions teacher is aware. Chil-

dren should often be asked to rewrite
correctly what they wrote incorrectly in

the firat place. I doubt if there la a room
anywhere where it is not necessary Lo
give individual help to children who fail
to get all they need out of the general
instruction given in the regular period.
How can a teacher do that when she is
speénding all the time she can get trying
to teach the chlldren to weave with Lhis
unwieldy rattan? They sav that in one
of the lower grades the children are ex-
pected to thread up a loom or frame with
a thread fourteen vards long, g
There is a théory ubout its heing beiter
to have more hand work and less head
work, But that theory does not corre-
spond with the progress of civilization.
All the time machines are heing invented
to take the place of hand labor. And
hand labor is cheap accordingly, And be-
sides we want our children to be able to
invent machines or at least ha ve sense and

Intelleet enough to make use of such
labor-saving contrivances. Then they can

find time to read and think ana have a
little social life and time for the cultiva-
tion of the arts of eivilized life instear
af the =avage arts. Much that is die-
agreeable in our contact with athers would
never exist were people more thoughtful.
Why not cultivate thougthfulness, in
every way, instead of basketry if there
is any time to spare. This can be done by
atories Iin school and it is quite as delight-
ful to the children and far easier for the
teacher. You may say vou have that now,
but why not have more of it and less of
the basketry, since baskeétry is such an
awkward thing to handle in schaol”

Besides, If It s better to have maore
attention pald to hand work. (dves not that
lie in the province of the home? The
achools can't do théhr own work and
everybody's else. Thev are well equipped
for mental training, and the homes, for
the industrial, .

Are not things getting pretty  much
mixed up when we try Lo have the school
work done at home and the hand work
done in school, in our attempt to bring the
homie and the school into a closer sym-
party? The intention is good but the re-
sult is bad. Why even as far down now
as second grade the children are urged
by the teachers to take their hooks home
and coax someone at home to help them
with the leszons, And it is a fact that
most of the children who do well at school
are the ones who do get help ut home.

1 heard a devoted mother of four little
tots, say, the other dav, that she eould
teach industrial work te her children at
home becauze it lay all around her and
wag just in her line, but when it came to
teaching arithmetic she couldn't do it very
well because the smalier children dig, not
give them a chance to think. .

The hard working peonle hope that by
to “zet
an education™ that the time will come by
and by when they can go out into the
world and earn. not only their own living,
hut be able to help the old folks at home
a little in their old uge.  ut if this care-
less written work is allowed much longer
they will hardly be able to earn their dafly
bread let alone helping eny body - else.
They say that the children that enter the
seventh and eighth grades know leegs and
less of what they should know every wveéar;
that the primary part, the very founda-
tion, has héén eadiy neglected.

If the old folks did not have Lhé oppor-
tunity to learn anvihing but hand work
they arc very anxious that their schildren

should. Bvery child who goes {o school

hae a right to a brain education and it 1s
a zhame to destroy the téacher’s oppor-
tunity of hélping him to it by culttering
the way so with this so-called “industrial
work.”” The most of the “industrial’ part
of it falls upon the téacher.

It is & notorfous fact that the other work
is neglected, for this rif-rafffa. Tha prin-
cipal comes to the teacher and mays,
“Can’t you get me some real pretty
baskets to sénd over to the office?’ The
teacher answers cheerfully that she can
(though she admits to her bosom friend
that she hates to uee the time for that
as she needs it so much for the other
work) throws the papers in the wuste-
basiket, the papers which she meant to
take home to correct, and in due time the
baskets are forth-coming and are 8sent
ts the oftlce to glorify our reputation, the
tvacher recelves the prineipal's com-
mendation, honorable mention at head-
quarters and the child the evil conse-
quences of the neglect of his papers. It
would be a good thing for the parents to
demand that the children’s papers be
brought home two or three times a week,
marked. 'Then the teachers might find
fault with the conditions that exist be-
cause they could not corréct the papers
and do baskets too.

As things arée now, mosl teachers do

Fmean in connection with teachers “stand-

“THa Nompdel Man:

Casually Observed.
The =alutatootatorian and the valetudenariAn arec getiing ready
hollers for commeéncemént.

their little

Mrs. Van Howe of Sodus, N. Y., age 80, is growing a new sét of teeth.
dentist may do the work quicker but Nature does [t cheaper.

The

Judging by the February weather, we contend that the govérnment ought to
compromise with the Rev. En.rlaf Hicks and let all the authorities, including the
Goosehone, get together on an ecarly spring.

George D, Holt s planning to organize an Anti-Cigarette =ociety. This is good
work and every honest man will entertain a hope that Mr. Holt will get many others
to joln. him in his laudable attempt to leave off the usc of the deadly little puni-
fungus. If you must smoke use tobacco.

Senator Morehouse of Kansas is ti'yint to get the Bunflower into the 400 clas=s
by passing a law to call it the helianthus. If the dandeljon can bé rechristened
the Leo Homunculus that joyous little herb might be Minnésota’s emblem.

The D. A. Tt.-ters of the American Revolution are in séssion in Washington.

C. W. de Lyon-Nichols, formerly rector of St. Luke's .a fashionable New York
church, has rellnquished his office as shepherd and has become a Ward McAllister
to Mrs. Astor's “society.” The number of this little band is increased to 600 which
Mr. de Lyon-Nichols calls ‘‘the Astor peerage.”” "‘Seéms if”’ there were one t0o many
syllables in that name.

“Constant Reader” asks of Louise Chapell, “what s¢hall 1 do for a wart on my
nose?" Get the ax.

The low moon hung above the hemlocks on the distant horizon and the little
birds twlittered sleepily upon their nests in the gréat trees of the garden. The
darkness hung its sable curtains over wood and wold and the soft Night had put
on its pajamas and buttoned them with the etherial stars. Geraldine Van Valking-
bildt stood by the marble fountain with her iily hand resting on the base of the
statue of Psyche. Now and again her high hom‘hrow wrinkled its soft front in
girlish perplexity.

“Why." she asked herself wonderingly, ““does not Harold dc Graeme teslagraph
his Geraldine? = He promised me——"'

A shock came from the ground through the marble statue of Psyche and com-
municated itself to Geraldine's fair hand. 1t was Harold De Graeme's teslagrapnie
signal!

. Geraldine took her jewel studded teslagraph from hér bosom and pressed the
button. It was already tuned in harmony with Harold's teslagraph and communica-
tion was at once opened up across the haunting waste of space.

“The bold thing!" exclaimeéd Geraldine smiling softly to herself, “he is tesla-
graphing me a kiss. Wow!!"

Her shrill shriek rang out.

“He Is sénding along the thrilll”

Geraldine seized her teslagraph and worked the button rapidiy.

“Dearie,” she sent the message softly hurtling through the carth strata, “if
vou were here, you bold thing, I would slap you!™

The low moon sank below the horizon, the birds in the trees ceased from their
twittering calls and the Night was still. A holy hush hung over the iall lilies

bending on their graccful stems and all the garden slept.

- NO FLY-SCREENS THERE

As 1 sat talking with the Mississippi squatter on his doorstep, the flies bit and
buzzed and the mosquitos got in their work in a way to drive me half crazy, and
I finally sald to the man: . :

“How is it that you don’'t protect your doors and windows with fly screens?”

“It's on account of Bill Fréeeman, over on the bayou,” he replied.

“J2ut what has Bill Freeman got to do with it?”

“Heaps, suh. He's a bad man—powerful bad, and nobody wants to cro=s
him. Long about three years ago I reckoned to go into fly-screens. ‘Peared to
me that we was givin’' the flies and skeeters o' old Misgissippl too much show,
and that they oughtn't to have everything théir own way. It also '_peared to me
that everybody fur fifty miles around would be ready to buy.”

“And so you tried it?" I asked.
“Yes, suh—went right in, T sent down 1o Corinth and got fifltcen screen-doahs

and screeng fur a hundred winders, and when they come I loaded 'em into the (-e}-t
and set off to sell 'em. I had thinge all figured up, and when I driv up to Bill
Freeman's cabin I knowed jest what to say. Bill comes out and looks at them
screens and says: 3

“Abe, It 'pears to me them milk-strainers is larger than any 1 ever seed belo'y
Is the object to strain a hull bar’l of milk to once?”

“Didn't yo' ever héar of fly-screens?’ 1 =ays. ¥

“Never did. What are they fur?” 4 v 4

“To keep flies and 'skeeters and other things outer the house,® AL S

“*S0’s they can't bite yo' 7" -

*“That's it."” $

“Take 'em away,” says Bill as he turns from the wagon—"take 'em away befd”
1 begin to whoop and jump on my hat.”

“What's the fuss?’ says L , 3 ;

“Békase T ean't stand to see the pore and down-trodden msecks_ of this sover-
eign state burstin ’out their brains agin no sich deceivin’ woven-wire maLt:-e!?eos!
Take 'em away, Abe, and yo' paste it in yo'r hat and cirénlate the news thgt ITma
triend of the insecks and will lick any blamed crittér who wants to shet ‘'em out
doahs to keéep company with mewls and muskrats!"

“And vou didn't go furthér with the entérprise?” 1 asked.

“Not a rod. suh, 1 sold them screens to a flat-boat to strain sand-bars with,
and when the insecks git too bothersome up vere I go down to u.‘e swamp fur.' "
change. I'd like to be shet of 'em guh, but Bill Freefna.n is Foin to run for ihe
legislachure as a friend of flies and akeeter=, and I aln't takin' any chances of his
bein *snowed under and layvin® it to me."”

COMPLACENT CABINEERS

High up on the side of the Cumberland Mountain I found a cabin situated in
auch a.lonely place and so far ‘rom a neighbor’s that T had a curiosity to know hc_nr
the old mountaineer and his wife entertained each other. "Wheén we had talked for
2 little while 1 asked: S

“Do vou and vour wife see many people here?

“Sknssly ever sce anybody. suh,” was his reply. e

“Then vou have to depend entirely upon vourselves for sociely?

“That's it, suh.” ; ;

“And what do you find to talk about?” 1 continued, having noticed that neither
was inclined to cenversation.

“What do we find. Martha?’ he appealed to her. ;

“Heaps, I reckon,” she =aid. ‘““When breakfast is ready in the mawnin’ 1 say®
to vo' to sot down to co'n coftee and hoe-cake.”

“Yes.” ) @

SWhen it's noon and vo' are hangin’ about I says that hoe-cake and co'n coffes
iz ready.”

“Yes." I

«“And when it's candle-light 1 sort o jerks my head and yo hllchr‘s.up to
sm-g‘ﬁm and hoe cake and wants to know why we don't hev bacon. Ain't that
talk 'nuff, stranger?” | 2

“Put there's the evenings,” | suggested.

“ves. thar's the evenings. of co'se, and 1 says 1 reckon it will be a fine day, te-
morrer. and Jeb he reckons the same thing. and we wind up the clock and go te
hed ‘I‘Jh I don’t reckon we ar sufferin’ to death for the want of =somebody to

gab to.”

" ; i uéstion , ing the legal grounds of divorce. Under
:1:1; ta:'i:e;-t?::: ils:)ll‘:n;[:.\-?:“a:lg'?g:?;l."‘ * That ! the circumstances, the. public rr_:m:g
ix a much abused word. Originally, in my | could be better exp\::nge-d thaill{ rT
pnderstanding. It meant “standing np for | purpose suggested by Senator Hoar.
what iz rights" but now it has come to

WHEN GREEK MEETS GREEK.
“Bee here)” said the grocer. bristling
{ with righteous Indignation. as the milk-
| man madé his morning call. “I'd like to
‘have you explain how the chalk and
25,000 of the| whité clay that I found in the bottom of

~—Exodus,

THE STATES AND DIVORCE.

ing pat!”

Harper's Weekly.
We arce unable to see why

public money should be appropriated. at
Benator Hoar's  request. to collect
statistics relating to marriage and di- |
vorce in the several states. If he wants
statistics relating to marriageé and dh'o_r'ce;
ip the terirtories and the District of Co-}
Jumbia, there is no reason why such]|
data should not be furnished at the pub-|
lic cost, for It ig the business of congréss’
to regulate marrlage and divorce in that
part of the national domain which is un-
der its exclusive jurisdiction. With mar-
tlage and divorcé In the states, on the
other hand, congress has nothihg to do.
and never can obtain the power to do
anything except through a constitutional
amendment. It s incredible that three-
fourths of the states—the number required
to pass & constitutional amendment—
would ever delegate to congress their re-
serve powers to deal with matters of such
vital moment to themselves as marrlage
and divorce. It Is well known that, as
regards the causes for divoree, there ex-
fats among the several states a very wide
difference of opinion, which difference, of
course, is reflected in state legislation.
If 2 uniform divorce law were obtainable
at all, it could only be reachndl.'bx a
compromise. which would be as ‘unac-
ceptable to the few states that nof make
divorce difficult as It _won n{' to
the meny atates that now ake
it easy. It is not impossible that the
states might agree to the legal defini-
tion of a marriage, but it is scarcely con-

ceivable that they should agrée regard-

my coffee cup this morning got there?”

“Evidently.” replled the milkman, as a
pécullar smile chaséd it=elf across his
countenance, “you have becn sWeétening
your coffee with the same kind of sugar
vou sold me yestérday.”

HIS IDEA OF BETTER DAYS.

Indlanapolis Journal.
Kind Lady—1 suppose you have seem

better days?
One day last week I gok

Tramp—Yés'm.
three dinners and ten beers.

SAME OLD EXCUSE.

Chicago Daily News.

Wife  (during the guarrel)—What

made you many n-e then? :
Husband—Why, vou did, of course.

ACCOUNTED FOR.

Judge, h
“Wha ' an enthusiastic advocate of ping-
pong Mr. Bmasher is!™
“Yes, He's a bric-a-brac dealer, you
know."

$0 IT OUGHT.

#oston Herald. .
The Virginia legislature 1s considering a
bill making promiscuous kissing & mis-
demeanor. 1t ought to bé made a mister-
demeanor, 100,

S

-

i




