THE TALISMAN

By CLARENCE L. LOWER

PART I.

The Story of Doctor Dare, as Told to the
Scribe.

“It was In the bazaar at Calcutta that
& light tap touched my shoulder. Turn-
Ing, I saw the wrinkled visage of Moham-
med Ben All. a merchant whose acquaint-*
ance I had made the day before.

" 'Sahib, a word with you,’ he said. ‘I

§ 8aW you buying curios in the shop opposita
mine. Wil you come with me for a few
moments? I have a rare box I would like
to sell you."

“Nothing loth, T went with the old man
to his shop, where with an air of great se-
crecy he produced this box for my in-
spection, It was about six Inches square
and contained an ivory tablet with some
cabalistic figures engraved on it.

* ‘It Is very pretty,’ I said, admiring its
workmanship.

‘" 'True," assented the merchant.
it has another value than its beauty.’

“ "What?

‘It I8 belleved by the Brahmins to hold
a talisman, which for seven years brings
fortune and prosperity to the possessor.
But if he retains it to the completion of
that perfod, evil befalls him."”

‘“‘Pshaw!” 1 ecrled. contemptuously.

“‘I'm not -a Brahmin, Sahib, but a true
follower of the Prophet, and therefore no
more a believer In the superstition than
yourself. I bought it yesterday from a
conscienceless thief who by some means
had stolen it from the Brahmin temple In
which it has been kept for yvears. I wish
to get rid of it not because of the super-
stition attached to it, but because I fear
assassionation atthe hands of the priests of
the temple should it become known that it
is in my possession. If you wish it you
may buy It at your own price, providing
:ir'ﬂu promise secrecy as to where you got
£

“Accordingly T bought it, partly to test
the truth of the superstition, but more
particularly because of its beauty.

‘“Whether or not it was owing to the
talisman being In my keeping, I will not
say, but certain it is, from that time
forth, for the following two vears 1 suc-
ceaded wonderfully in evervthing I under-
took. My fame as a successful medical
practitioner, and of the difficult cures I
had effected, rapldly extended over a great
part of Bengal. I soon found myself grow-
ing rich, which Is ever an agreeable dis-
covery to make. My practice was very
large, and I numbered among my patients
many of the wealthy native princes, as
well as a large share of the upper class of
the Furopean quarter.

“A month after the tallsman came into
my posesssion I began to notice that 1
was being #ihadowed by an evil-looking
fakir, who hung around my residence and
dogged my footsteps wherever I went.

“I gave the matter no thought until late
one night ‘I recelved a call to visit a
patient. As he lived near I set out on
foot. My way led thru a narrow, dimly
lighted street. While passing down it I
was suddenly =et upon by an unknown
thug who leaped at me from a doorway
and aimed a vicious blow at me with a
knife, whoeh 1 only just escaped by a quick
move of my body. 1 grappled with my as-
eallant. who, however, slipped from my
hold and ran off down the street; but as
he passed under the light 1 recognized In
him the fakir who had been haunting my
house.

“The next day the fakir was nowhere to
be seen. This awoke within me the sus-
picion that by some means the Brahmin
priests had become acquainted with the
fact that I had the talisman, and that the
fakir was employed by them to effect my
death and restore the box to its niche
in the temple. But this made me all the
more determined to retain possession of
it. I kept it stored away under lock and
key in a strong safe built in the wall of
my private office. Belleving myself to be
a marked ‘man I went armed and took
care not to go out at night any more than
I could help.

“"However, as time passed without any
similar occurrence, I began to think I was
wrong Iin my surmlse, and relaxing my
watchful care ‘of the talisman, used fre-
quently to remoave it from the safe to show
to friends and expatiate upon its virtues,

“One evening, two years after purchas-
ing it from the merchant, I was at the
house of a friend. There was no one with
us save an old and trusted native servant,
who apparently pald no heed to our talk,
but passed unobtrusively in and out of the
room attending to his dutles.

““The conversation turning upon the
talisman, I promlised to bring it with me
the next night and show it to my friend.
Accordingly, the following evening I
atowed it safely in my pocket and set out
for my friend's house, but I had not gone
far when four thugs sprang upon me at
a preconcerted signal. I was taken en-
tirely off my guard, and, tho I made some
show of reslstance, I was Knocked down
and beaten into Insensibility. On re-
covering I discovered that I had been
rohbed of the tallsman—and tho I im-
mediately offered a large reward for its
recovery, and employed several of the
shrewdest detectivea to ferret it out, no
trace of it could be discovered.

“*Soon after, my good luck took a turn.
I lost large sums of money In speculations
which had heretofore proved very success-
ful. A number of my most wealthy
patients died on my hands; I lost prestige,
and in four months was comparatively a
poor man.

“8o0 I resolved to leaye Caleutta, and
went to British Burmah in the hope of
bettering my fortunes. But in vain—I
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fell into worse luck than ever, and heaven
knows what I might ultimately have done
—gone to the dogs utterly, I guess—had
not chance or destiny at the end of a year,
directed my wandering footsteps back
again to Indila and Caleutta,

“‘One day, passing along a street, I
chanced to come face to face with an old
Hindoo woman whose husband had been
my servant in Caloutta during the days
of my prosperity. Our recognition was
mutual. She fell upon her knees, and
selzing my hand showered tears and
kiszes upon it.

" ‘Pralsed be Vishnu, that I =ee thee
again!' she cried; ‘for now am I saved!’

“I inquired the cauge of her agitation.

**‘My husband lles sick unto death of
a fever,” she replied, ‘and there be none
who can cure him but thou, of that I am
convinced; so I pray thee come with me
and attend him. BShould he dle, 1. as his
widow, must be burnt allve beside his
dead body on the ghaut!’

“I at once accompanied the old woman
to her bungalow. I found her husband
lying very low with a fever which in a
few days would have ended him had it
been permitted to run Iits course un-
checked. I gave him some medicine and
visited him from time to time, and in a
little while had brought him around all
right.

“On the occasion of my last visit I was
unutterably astounded at beholding the
silver box of the tallsman reposing on the
window ledge! I had not seen it there
at any time of my former visits, and so
I judged it to have come into the posses-
sion of the old couple since my previous
visit, two days before, tho by what means
I of course knew not. 1 recognized it at
a glance and determined to regain pos-

session of {t. But I said nothing, and
suppressing my excitement, soon pro-
nounced the old man out of danger,

whereupon his wife, seizing my hand, In
her gratitude fell upon her knees, ex-
claiming:

“‘Name thy reward, sahib, and it is

thine. Nought shall be refused thee.’
‘““Then give me that little silver box
you have there,' sald. I, pointing to it.
“But at this both looked blank.
“*‘I would to heaven, sahib, you had
asked for anything but that,” sald the old
woman. ‘However, since I promised
whatever you asked, you shall have it’
and rising, she brought the box to me.
‘It is yours,’ she sald. ‘It was left in our
keeping vesternight by a strange Hindoo,
who bore every indlcation of being a
wealthy merchant, sayving he was about to
go on a journey, but that he would return
for it at the end of seven days, and
threatening us with instant death if we
had it not when he came for it. But we
will trust in the guardianship of the gods,
and fear not his wrath.’ :

“I assured the old couple they had noth-
ing to fear on that account, and that I
then and there reinstated them in my
service, a plece of news which they heard
with great joy. Then, with the talisman
in my custody, I returned to my lodging.

“Two days later the three of us set out
for Madras, for I dreaded the return of
the Hindoo merchant, and wished to be
as far away as possible against the time
he came back.

“In Madras, strange to say, 1 speedlly
retrieved my fallen fortunes, and in a few
vears had risen to the eminence I had
formerly attained in Calcutta.

“When I had been there four years, and
while in the zenith of my good fortune,
I one day made the alarming discovery
that I was agaln being haunted by a
fakir.

““This gave me great uneasiness, and
all my old-time caution returned.

“But three months passed with no oc-
currence, and at the end of that period
the fakir disappeared as mysteriously as
he came.

“L remained at Madras six vyears, at
the end of which time I had amassed a
fortune sufficiently large to enable me
to retire from my practice and devote the
remalinder of my life to pleasure, which
I have done. During the past year I have
traveled extenslvely, bringing up at last
here in old smoky London, where T intend
remalning for a little time before going
elsewhere,

“But there are two things connected
with it which I confess cause me greater
uneasiness than I care to say.

“One is, that during all my travels I
have been unable to elude that infernal
fakir, who has turned up at odd intervals
in whatever clime or country I have vis-
ited. He has never offered me violence,
but, after shadowing me for a few weeks,
has mysteriously disappeared, only to
turn up unexpectedly af some other time
or place., The other thing is, that there
is a tradition concerning the casket which
says that upon the conclusion of seven
vears of unbroken possession of it evil is
certain to befall the owner. Now, whether
the fakir Is aware of this legend, and is
walting until the seven years are up be-
fore striking I cannot say, nor whether
or not he is 4 paid assassin of the Hindoo
merchant, or of the priests of the temple.
I have been in England but three days,
and havs_; not yet seen him, but as he
has followed me wherever I have gone,
it will not surprise me to behold him here
as well.  One - thing is certain, nothing
but good fortune has followed me as long
as I have had the tallsman. The seven
vears of my unbroken possession of it will
explre at 12 o’clock to-night: and, as you
see,” consulting his watch, “it wants but
five minutes of that time now."

“Five minutes will decide the super-
stition of the tallsman! If. evi] is to be-
fall me. it will happen now or not at all!”
And with a harsh laugh Dare filled his
glass and tossed it off at a swallow,

PART II.

Conclusion of the Story, as Told by the
Scribe.

Just then thére came a rap on the door.

Investigation showed a hell boy on the
threshold.

“A gentleman wishes to see Mr. Le—— in
the rotunda at once on urgent business,”
sald he. i

Wondering what was wanted of me at
that unseasonable hour, I rose, and, bid-
ding Dare awalt my return, descended to
the rotunda.

To my surprise, I found no one awalting
me, and I applied to the clerk for infor-
mation.

“There was a blackmoor came in a few
minutes ago and asked for you,” said the
clerk; “but he concluded he wouldn't wait
for you here, and so he went upstairs just
after I sent up the boy to tell you. You
must have passed each other on the stairs.
He looked like an Indian.”

A blackmoor and an Indian! Like a
flash it care to me! I stayed to hear no
more, but wheeling instantly, made up-
stalrs three steps at a bound 'to the un-
qualifisd amazement of the clerk.

I ercountered not a soul on my Wway,
and speedlly reached Dare's apartment.

But too late! Tho I had been gone bare-
ly five minutes, as the clock on the man-
tel showed. the assassin had had ample
time in which to perform his work.

On the floor lay Dr. Dare, his eyes wide
open, fixed with a glassy look of horror, his
lips drawn back Into a ghastly grin, his
tengue swollen and protruding from his
mouth—strangled to death at the hands
of a thug, as the thin cord twisted tightly
about his neck testified!

I glenced mechanically from the corpse
to. the table, on which the bhox containnig
the talisman had reposed. ;

It was gone! - 3

- - - - * - -

No one in the hotel had seen the Indian
depart, and yet he had most cpmpletely
disappeaccd.

Tho the shrewdest detectives in Scotland
Yard were put upon the case, no trace
of the fakir was ever discovered. :

To this day I share in the doubt ex-
pressed by Dare, as to whetker the fakir

____.'who had so persistently shadowed him
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and finally accomplished his death and
the theft of the talisman. wns an assas-
sin hired for that purpose by the Hindoo
merchant who had left the casket at the
bungalow of the old couple, or by the
Brahmin priests of the temple from which
it was originally stolen—but I think most
probably by the latter.

CAPITAL CULLINGS

King Viector Emmanuel has sent to President
Roosevelt a gift of books of rare value.

Senator Nelson will accompany the subcom-
mittee on territories to Alaska, which leaves
about June 2045

Stanford Newel, at present American minister
to The Netherlands, has also been made minis-
ter to Luxemburg.

Judge Henry C. Caldwell of the United States
elrenit court, retires under the age limit. His
home is at. Little Rock.

John D. Jackson, at present Amerlean minis-
ter to Greece. Rumania and Servia, has also
been designated American diplomatic agent to
Bulgaria. :

Wayne MacVeagh will represent only the Unit-
ed States and Venezuela in the Hague arbitration
and not all the non-blockading nations which
have claims to present.

Next Monday has been set by the president for
the reception of the committee appointed by the
B’'nal B'rith to ask him to call Russia to account
for the slanghter of Jews.

Postmaster General Payne offers the suggestion
that Willlam H. Taft, now governor. of the
Philippines, receive consideration by -the repub-
licans as a vice presidentlal candidate.

Willam Nelson Cromwell, geneial counsel of
the Panama Canal company, states that while
the debate mn{ be prolonged the Colombian con-
greas will finally ratify the canal treaty.

John C. Ingersoll.’ United States consul at
Cartagena, Colombia, died' at Colon on Satur-
day. Mr. Ingersoll was a native of Illinols and

a nephew of the late Robert G. Ingersoll.

The saloons have been closed at Bremerton,
Wash.. and it 1s probable that several of the
ships of the Pacific squadron now at San Fran-
clsco will .go there for docking and repairs.

E. W. Stanton, -acting president of the Towa
agricultural college, conferred upon Frank B.
Armstrong, assistant secretary of the  treasury,
the honorary degree of master of philosophy. |

1 request of the British government the
m.:; t(';lna.-epart—?-rmu'c hns ordered the Sounth Atlan-
tle squadron to proceed to Valpariiso to protect
American and British interests during labor
troubles. 5 A iR S
’ ral Bristow, fdurth assistan aster,
is %?;itlns mueh time to a study of rural free
delivery. He 1s not yet ready to announce his
plans further than to say that there would be
no serious interruption In the extension of the
e : th ivil - service commis=ion

e ‘place on e ¢iv :
wl;ll}h rl.)he president offered to W. W. Heffelfin-
ger, will soon he glven to a Massachusette«man,
a f!arvard graduate and a supporter of Senator
Lodge. The name has not been announced, but
the appointment has been agreed -upon.
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THE “JOINT HIGH”

Secretary Hay Takes Interest in Ca-

nadian Questions,

_Washington, June 9.—The active inter-
est displayed among the people of the
northwest in the movement for another
joint high commission meeting this sum-
mer and some steps towards promoting
the cause of reciprocity with Canada has
had its effect in the state department.
Secretary Hay says it is unsettled whether
the commission will have another meet-
ing this summer. A lively correspondence
is in progress between Senator Fairbanks,

chairman of the American commission,

and 8ir Wilfrid Laurier of the dominion
commission, but nothing definite has been
determined. :

Secretary Hay admits the deep interest
he feels and asserts that notwithstanding
the failure of congress to provide funds
to pay the expenses of the American com-
mission, this will not be permitted to
stand in the way of a meeting. ]

Secretary Hay asserts there are at least
elght questions of *importance which
should be taken up, chief among which he
names the reciprocity problem, the fish-
eries, arming on the lakes, the Lake of the
Woods boundary, ete.
that the outlook iz not encouraging for
reciprocity with Canada or with any other
countries.

“We have sent to the senate at least
ten reciprocity treaties,” said an official
of the department, ‘none of which has
been ratified. It begins to look as if any
industry in the country that feels ag-
grieved, or has objections to specific pro-
visions of a reciproeity treaty can find
one or more senators to oppose the treaty-
and one such ohjecting senator seems to
be qulte sufficient for the purpose.’”

It 13 not disguised that the friends. of
Canadian reciprocity are disturbed by the
possible effect of Chamberlain’s course in
England with respect to British forelgn
trade generally and especially the trade
of the mother country with her colonles,
It is feared that the Chamberlain policy
may be established with far-reaching ef-
fects upon Canadian trade hefore any
arrangements can he effected for reci-
procity in trade relations between the
United States and Canada.

Fallure of Submarine Boats.

From the amount of money spent and
the articles written on submarine boats,
one would think they had been a great
success, but really they have been a com-
plete failure. The crews of submarine
boats have been subjected to tortures

which would have been considered in-
human a half century ago. The boats
have  proven unmanageable, . with-

out defensive ‘qualities and of no great
danger to an enemy. - For the good of
the nation lessgattention should be given
to submarine boats and more to golden
grain .belt beer. This delicious tonic
makes men strong and healthy, fit for the
work of Americans., You will enjoy it in
your home.
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