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: AN INVITATION is extended to aU tcf Tlstt 
the Press Room, which is the finest in the west. 
The battery of presses consists of three four-deck 
Gogs Presses, with a total capacity" of U4.0UO 
eight-page J o u r n a l s an hour, printed, folded 
and counted. The best time to call is front 8:15 
to 4:80 p. m.' Inquire at the business office and 
be directed to the visitors' gallery, of the Press 
Room. 

ac t ions that require secrecy for the t ime 
being. This does not mean that the board 
of control is endowed with , irresponsibility. 
I t is not, and i t i s not trying to dodge 
responsibility. The public examiner now,' 
or the legislature a t any time, can exam
ine i t s books and" transactions. The s tate 
reposes confidence In -the board an<j howls' 
i t responsible for • results- .-• It iCl* rtotc 
faithful to i t s trust i t w'ilf sooil be known, 
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The Minneapolis Journal from January 1st to June 1st, > 
1903, carried 73 per cent more advertising than ther 

daily Tribune. ^ 
The Minneapolis Journal from January 1st to June 1st,. 

1903, carried 74 per cent more want advertising than-
the"daily Tribune. ;-• r 

The Minneapolis Journal from January 1st to June 1st, 
1903, carried 9 per cent more advertising than the 
Sunday and Daily Tribune combined. 

The Minneapolis Journal ;out of 6,164 residences can
vassed, had 5,004'subscribers—the EveningTribune 
1,281—the Morning Tribune 778. 

The Minneapolis Journal in 83 apartment and flat build
ings canvassed, had 1,258 subscribers—the Evening 
Tribune 188, and the Morning Tribune 178. -

The Wheat Situation. 
Commercial reports of the day all dwell, 

a t some . l ength , u p o n U h e outlook for fall 
bus iness , which i s pronounced unusually 
'favorable in a lmost every line of. trade.* 
T h e week closing to-day'5 coming jus t 
after the end of the first s ix m o n t h s - o f 
t h e year and marking the clos.e of the-

. fiscal year for m a n y corporations, has 
.been a t ime for retrospection. The first 
.half of 1903 has not been a period of g e n 
eral new records in bus iness , and in some 
l ines the tendency has been towards re -

Ja-enchment and the holding in of credits 
rather t h a n . t h e seeking of opportunity 
for still" further extension. Reports for 
t h e period wil l begin coming from now 
oh and if they show a volume of bus iness 
o n the whole equal to the s a m e period 

. las t year i t wil l be sat isfactory for i t is 
^jiot to be expected new records can be 
m a d e forever wi thout danger. 

This period wil l be remembered prin-: 
clpally a s the t ime of great l iquidation in 
t h e securit ies' market, and of reorganiza
t ion of many industrial enterprises' and" 
t h e abandonment of many schemes of in 
flation. It is wel l tha t th i s should^ be so:. 

- W e have been, told repeatedly of late by 
the "wiseacres of Wal l s treet that decl ines 
in s tocks hav ing now continued over a 
period of Ave months , a n upward m o v e 
m e n t will shortly begin. B u t no evidence 
of this is to be seen yet , and even up 

. to to-day the bear party is in control and 
- prices; of many- leading Issues - lower "than" 

I ever. - , . - - . . 
The public will have nothing to d o wi th 

s tocks a t present. Too m a n y huge 
schemes were launched in the past s ix 
years and too much water injected into 
capitalization. Meanwhi le , business in 
general Is on a satisfactory bas i s and litt le 
complaint is heard from the legit imate 
channels of trade. The country is forg
ing ahead w i t h less of rush than formerly 
but not the less surely. 

The crop situation has reached a s tage 
where upon analys is of exis t ing conditions 
it is now possible to arrive a t some defin
ite conclusions: It is a • certainty that 
the lower prices for our cereal products 
that earlier in the season seemed clearly 
foreshadowed are not to b e realized. 
Remunerat ive prices may be expected for 
a lmost everything the farmer wil l raise 
th i s year, whi le in t h e great staples, e s 
pecially wheat , there is every probability 
tha t the coming crop wil l sell a t prices 
averaging higher than for several years, 
W h a t this wi l l mean for the country' is 
a lmost too obvious to necess i tate "extended 
comment . Here in the northwest w e are 
principally concerned w i t h the spring 
w h e a t production, and for the purpose of 
i l lustration w e may confine ourselves to 
t h e three s tates , Minnesota, North D a 
kota and South Dakota. 

T h e s e three great s ta tes produced In 
;, 1901 about 17S.000.000 bushels of wheat , 

and in 1902 about 178,000,000. If w e a s 
s u m e that these three s ta tes wil l raise 
180,000,000; bushels on the s tanding crop, 
i t is clear that a n Increase of only 1 cent 
a bushel in the average sel l ing price 
would mean $1,800,000; 5 cents would 
m e a n $9,000;000, whi le an average price 

- 10 cents above that of last year would 
m e a n $18,000,000 more for t h e farmers. 
In 1900 the average farm price of w h e a t 
in th i s country w a s 62 cents ; in 1901 62.4 
cents , in 1902 63 cents . Eas t year's aver-

; a g e w a s not a high figure for wheat . 
• There i s everything t o indicate t h a t i t 
-••will average higher this year. : 
,' L a t e reports from t h e winter w h e a t 

fields are . running less favorable, whi le 
In t h e northwest , a s recently s e t forth 
In T h e J o u r n a l , serious deterioration 
i s found in places a s result of the recent 

. drought. Le t no one suppose from th i s 
that w e are not t o have much w"heat. 

- There is likely to be an exportable sur
plus above the average, but late reduc
t ions in est imate of probable yie ld are 
very important for the reason tha t early 
in the season, too early in fact for relia
bility, there w a s such a n acreage and 
such a .condition a s to sugges t to some 
observers the possibil ity of a production 
of 800,000,000 bushels . The impression 
spread thru m a n y minds that the Uni ted 
States stood to produce a quantity of 
w h e a t greatly in excess of anyth ing ever 
before known; and this idea took root 
abroad and even, to the present t ime has 
not been entirely eradicated. This e x 
plains w h y wi th a n admitted shortage of 
160.000,000 bushels in the European- sup
ply Engl ish and continental buyers have 
shown supreme Indifference, s ince i t has 
been presumed that our surplus would 
be so great a s to more than offset the 
European deficiency. The government re-
port of yesterday m a y change their v i e w s 
somewhat . Winter w h e a t is shown to 
have declined from 82.2 to 78.8 s ince June 

il and there has been a decl ine from 
* 95.a to -82..5. in the condition of • spring 
.wheat . This' indicates a total yield "of 

- - about 700,000,000 bushels which if -real
ized, will be a magnificent return* e x -

} - ceeded only once in oiir: history. 
, < A 3 every farmer knows,'. it is the export, 

demand-, that is the* determining- factor in 
m a k i n g wheat-prices to the long run. 

Europe must have a n additional 160,000,-
000 bushels of w h e a t beyond a doubt. This 
w e know from Our own consular -reports, 
from the' reports of; Broomhall , the E n g 
l ish authority, and f rom-the . s u m m a r y of 
the London Stat i s t cabled across only this 
week. :Foreign buyers m a y hold off long, 
but soon or late w e wil l feel ' the • effect of 
increased demand. W i t h 700,000,000 bush
els of wheat w e will have p lenty to sell, 
but w e will not have t o b e g Europe to 
take i t . f rom us, and n o one should lose 
s ight of th is a s an important factor for 
our continued prosperity. 

;The Bonds Will Be Issued. 
A t last night's ;meet ing , of the c i ty 

council only one vote1 w a s lacking to t}ie 
issuance of $800,000 of bonds at- 4' per 

•"cent. . ;. :' • .-- -': j •' ' " 
This indicates that a t the adjourned 

meet ing Monday night, wi th the presence 
of one or more of the aldermen .absent 
last night, the bonds will be ordered. 

The tes t vote last n ight w a s on the re 
port of the paving committee favoring 
the immediate i ssuance of $300;000 of 
bonds a t 4 per cent, divided a s follows: 
Permanent improvement, $76,000; revolv
ing fund, $175,000; bridge bonds, $50,000.. 
A s the council has legislative authority to 
issue $715,000 of. 4 per cent bonds, and 
is only debating the' i ssuance of $300,000, 
.we suppose it is figuring on the amount 
of work that can be. done in the remainder 
of the season. This is wise . There is .no 
use in issuing now any more bonds than 
are required' to realize the -funds that 
can be expended this year. W e think that 
no fault : will be found w i t h this course: 

It is now incumbent, upon the alder
men w h o have so promptly responded to 
the demand of sound public opinion rer. 
gardlrig the bond issue, to see to it "that 
the bonds are voted Monday night: There, 
ought to be no difficulty in get t ing the 
other vote. It must be. got. 

Brit ishers would have "to buy our w h e a t 
and pay the; tariff themselves . B u t if the 
preference should be a very stiff one, i t 
would great ly stimulate the development 
of Canadian w h e a t growing; and t h e t ime 
would come when t h e Brit ish market 
could in most year* be supplied exclus ive
ly from Canadian fields, If :~the preference 
iarere. a smalllronei onfy large enough* to 
offset American . advantage's, ' i t would 
not ruinously afreet -American w h e a t be
cause <jur wheat could: compete on equal 
t erms w i t h . Canadian wheat. ,; 

One of the worst feature* .of the post-: 
office scandals i s that they will tend to 
check progress iri that department for 
some years to come. No one can say. now 
how far off a parcels post sys tem is, tho 
in that respect the United S ta tes Is about 
twenty-f ive years behind other civilized 
nations. This is not the fault of the ad
ministration of t h e department, but cf 
congress, whichi has kept the department, 
on a s narrow a-bas is a s passible. Even 
the rural free delivery service is fifty 
years late compared wi th France . The 
interests of the people of this country de
mand a cheap .parcels', post Serv ice that 
will carry packages of considerable s ize 
and weight . Express" charges for small 
packages , are outrageous,; and they n e v e r 
will be much better until they have to 
meet • s o m e government compet i t ion . 
Whatever the ^defects o_f the postoffice 
may be, it -ha:s .a b ig lead on the private 
express companies in the efficiency o f i ts 
delivery service.^ They never can compete 
wi th it in that respect, and a s the. agency 
which can best serve the public in the 
mat ter -o f smaller..- articles, the pbstoffice 

department-is ' the" one that should be do
ing it. ; -•• . . - .'. 

MINNESOTA POLITICS 

The directory people es t imate the popu
lation of St. Paul a t 231,000. St. Paul is 
undoubtedly growing very satisfactorily, 
but w h y will the directory m e n 4seep up 
their old and use less trick of jol lying tha 
public w i t h population e s t imates that are 
a l w a y s repudiated by the census? N o 
body is -any longer-deceived a s to the pop
ulation-of. a n y c i ty by th is kind"of es t i 
mating.' If t h e e s t imates were rh&de on 
the bas i s io f the ratto ."of directory names 
to 'population indicated by the las t c e n s u s 
th$y~ would be- tolerably accurate, but 
w h e n arbitrarily"selected they are .use less . 
In a. few days now the Minneapolis di
rectory will come along w i t h ' i t s . jolly of 
Minneapolis, but i t s . e s t i m a t e will be d i s 
counted in advance. 

Old John Burroughs may not k n o w so 
much about the school of the woods a s 
Messrs. Long and Seton, but he certainly 
has a chance to know a good deal more 
about the Pres ident of the Uni ted S ta tes . 
The honor of having the president dine 
wi th h im at Slabsides m a y compensate 
him for his inability t o see th ings the 
way his younger rivals do. 

. A Jeremiah Without Honor.. 
The .prophet of evil i s all r ight in h is 

place, but he is all wrong w h e n he colors 
the present- to m a t c h his v i e w s of what 
m a y happen some day. That kind of a 
prophet appeared before the convention 
of the Minnesota Bankers' Associat ion in 
St. Paul th is week, in the person of J. W. 
IiUsk, president of the Nat ional German-
American bank of St. Paul . W h a t the 
judge said w a s bad enough, but the re
ports it in large measure justified, made it 
even worse when they got to eastern pa
pers. One N e w York paper prints a spe
cial from St. Paul headed "Danger for 
Northwest Bankers—President of St. Paul 
Inst i tut ion Says There H a s B e e n too Much 
Speculation." This special consists of a 
verbatim quotation from Judge Lusk's 
address, preceded by the following intro
duction: 

Northwestern bankers have, been invest 
ing too largely, and are likely to suffer In 
consequence, say the bankers of this s tate . 
Pres ident John W . Lusk of the German-
American.. Nat ional bank of St-. Paul, one 
o f - t h e .Well-known financial inst i tut ions 
of the. west,, sounded a warning of evil t o 
come in h is - address before t h e State 
Bankers ' . Associat ion to-day< -

The part of the address quoted is that, 
in which 1 it is s tated that aeveral Minne
s o t a ; banks have closed their doors and 
others are "waking" up to the' danger of 
be ing compelled to close," and that 
"hardly a day passes in t h i s c i ty but we 
learn of some country bank iri trouble." 
W h o will say that these pess imist ic words 
do not largely just i fy the correspondent's 
Introduction? 
'* The only banks in Minnesota that have 
recently closed are t w o small ones in the 
southern part of the s tate . The cashier 
of. one of the.m suddenly disappeared and 
so shook public confidence in the banks 
that- t h e y were obliged temporarily to 
close their doors. • 

A s for the - trouble Judge Lusk talked 
a b o u t the Commercial W e s t says in to
day's i s sue : "Just w h a t the speaker-meant 
by trouble i s not plain, for other bankers 
of. t h e two., c i t ies do not report anyth ing 
that - i s ca l led , trouble in t h e . banking 
world." . " 

Some associat ions have a rule which 
compels all papers read before their con
vent ions to be examined in advance by a 
competent committee—not to censor them, 
but to counsel w i t h the writers regarding 
w h a t purport to be s ta tements of fact , 
and thus prevent the convention from be
ing a n a g e n c y of evi l thru papers read 
under i t s auspices and endowed wi th i ts 
prestige. H a d the Minnesota bankers 
had such a rule, it Is certain that Judge 
Lusk would have been compelled to revise 
s o m e of his al leged facts . Predict ions as 
to w h a t Is coming, whether optimist ic or 
p e s s i m i s t i c are all right; they are mat
ters of individual opinion and judgment; 
but a bankers' convention ought not to 
have to s tand sponsor for "fictitious fac t s" 
concerning such a tender plant a s credit. 

Tyranny of the Insurance Trust. 
American Medicine in t h e current issue 

puts into lucid form a line of thought that 
m a n y persons have ^entertained in more 
or less nebulous shape.. I t condemns life 
insurance companies for their violation 
of the confidence the applicant for insur
ance places in - them or their medical e x 
aminers w h e n ' he applies for insurance. 
The. public probably does not know, that 
all t h e old line insurance companies ex 
change medical .reports. The result is 
that it is practically the rule that rejec
tion by one company m e a n s rejection }by 
all. American Medicine emphatical ly de
clares that th i s : practice" of exchanging 
reports is a "rank violation of professional 
ethics , and the public will probably 
agree. - " .- '-* 

In a certain sense the-: m a n who sub r 

m'its to a physical examinat ion for l i fe 
insurance .purposes becomes .the patient 
of the examiner. H e g ives h im such In
formation about his physical condition a s 
he would g ive to the family doctor, but 
he would not care to have the ex 
aminer advertise i t to the world. I t is true 
that the examiner does not spread this 
confidential information broadcast, but he 
does communicate it to just the places 
where it will do the patient, i. e., the a p 
plicant, the m o s t harm. Thus an appli
cant for insurance who is really in good 
health and likely to live out the .full ex» 
pectation at his age, may, thru the "Iir? 
competence or fuss iness of some physi 
cian or a temporary condition, be-forever 
debarred from the benefits of life insure 
ance. A rejection is not only. made, a 
matter of record for the information of: all 
old-line insurance companies, but the a p 
plicant is required to say w h e t h e r h e has 
been denied insurance before.. %Such a 
denial is equivalent, as a , rule, wi thout 
further consideration to a second rejec
tion. Thus, as American Medicirie argues, 
the life insurance business to -day has 
become a trust which denies to m a n y 
persons the rights t h e y are 'ent i t led to a t 
the hands of such quasi-public corpora
tions. 

A s a remedy the medical journal pro
poses that each state shall pass a law 
forbidding the medical departments o„f 
insurance companies from commnuicat ing 
to each other a n y knowledge of the phyT 

sical condition of an applicant obtained 
thru his examination. Going still further 
it is proposed that s ta te insurance de
partments shall have the power to revise 
the findings of any insurance company 
a s to the physical condition of a n a p 
plicant, and that if such revision indi
cates that the applicant is ent i t led to 
insurance the. company mus t issue the 
desired insurance. 

To m a n y this will seem paternalism 
wi th a vengeance , but in this day of uni
versal life insurance it m a y easi ly be 
that protection of the public will compel 
one more step in a paternalism that is 
already well advanced in respect t o in 
surance companies. 

WHAT OTHER PEOPLE THINK 
L . - , A Word for the-Regular.-
To th» Editor of The. Journal. 

Your . article <>n Senator Clapp's ' dia
tribe against the regular army is an ex
pression of the natural sejitlment of every 
loyal American. I a m 16th to believe 
Senator Clapp ever uttered such sent i 
m e n t s a s are attributed to him I hope 
he has been misinterpreted or misquoted. 

Our regular army, is, as you say,- prac
tically a volunteer army, for we have in 
this country no law. of compulsory mili
tary service, a s is the rule in Europe. 
Then, it m u s t not be forgotten, that the 
examinat ion is strict on physical points 
to the certain exclusion of the v ict ims of 
vic ious habi t s . - To. pass tha t examina
tion, the applicant must be a sound man 
physically and mentally, and those who 
are not sound morally do not long remain 
physically and mentally sound.. The v ic
t ims of vicious habits are rigorously 
weeded out—and Mr.. Clapp's charge—if 
he made it—is simply silly bosh. 

-', —A Volunteer of '62. 

T H E OCCULT .ORIGIN OF SLANG 

Indianapolis Journal; of Biochemistry. 
Great truths- arc: a lways sensed and 

crudely expressed first by the common 
people. : :•• -

W h y should ohe ever say, "No matter?" 
A t first blush, there : seems to be no rele
vancy w h a t e v e r between the idea to be 
expressed a n * the phrase used. But chem
istry , the r*ourtjpf last.report, has demon- , 
strafed that so-called mat ter is '-'no mat 
ters" b u t s imply a phenomenon or m a n i 
festat ion of energy. - Is it any wonder that 
"no -matter" h a s been a common expres
sion for years? " w r 

"Catch on" is quite a popular and 
"catchy" s lang phrase, but I think it m u s t 
have been borrowed from the cultured 
Emerson, for you remember he command
ed you to "Hitch your wagon to a start ," 
and there Is really no difference between 
"catch on" and "hitch on." 

The s lang phrase "we are in it" has 
been the catch-w<>rd for some t ime, a s 
well a s "we are up against the real 
thing." Of course, w e are in, and up 
aga ins t the universal substance all the 
t ime, for "in it w e live and move and have 
our being." Surely i t is the real thing, for 
it is the only substance known. There is 
nothing else to be in or against . It is the 
"real thing." 

^'You are not t h e dnly pebble" on the 
jbeach" is a s lang phrase that clearly fore* 
t e l l s the coming age of the concept of thev 

unity of being—or co-operation, instead of; 

Individualism. In fact, the expression i s 
a direct and loud protest against the uni
v e r s a l - s u b s t a n c e all the quently has a 
greater and better effect than a sermon. 

"Out of s ight" or "way up In G" refers 
to the real spiritual man—a higher note or 
vibration than the ordinary or material 
plane of operation. Spiritual intel l igences 
are "out of s ight" \6 mos t people, or to all 
who are not clairvoyants. 

- "The whole show," or "he (or she) is 
the whole show" is \clearly seen to be a 
truth to those who' really understand that 
man is the epitome' of. the universe—a mi 
crocosm of the macrocosm—and that the 
kingdom of heaven, or harmony, is really 
within his possibilities, conceptions arid 
operations. ,t y. 

"He is a crank" Expresses a great truth. 
A- crank is the p^rt of a machine that 
turns or moves the machinery, and the 
personal crank is'- the fellow that helps 
move the world. ; It is an honor to be 
cal led a "crank." 

Editor Wallan of the Glenwood Gopher, 
scents a plot-in the recent pleasure gath
ering of s ta tesmen near Alexandria, and 
discusses i t a s follow*: 

"Lieutenant Governor Jones and State 
Senators E . Ev Smith, Brower, Horton, 
Hawkins , Cole, Shell and Ward were the 
gues t s of Senator Calhoun last week a t 
the W i c k - I - U p Club house near Alex
andria. Pol i t ics in it? Oh, no, they 
jus t fished, that's all; But by the way , 
that ' s quite "a likely bunch to be found 
together, isn't it W e are anxiously 
awa i t ing t h e latest in political rumors, 
now, a s the crowd above mentioned ought 
certainly be able to start something roll
ing." 

Several of the gentlemen mentioned 
deny that they entertained a n y rumors a t 
the W l c k - I - U p . 

The W a d e n a Pioneer Journal s a y s : 
"There is an office to be filled next year 

which i s of extreme importance to. the 
•people. W e refer to thte place on the grain 
and warehouse board now held by Judge 
Ira B. Mills, whose term will expire next 
year. Whi le we dislike to say it, in our 
opinion Judge Mills should be relegated to 
private life. Apparently his abilit ies are 
used, not to protect the interest of the 
whole people, but to aid and abet the 
railroads in taking unfair advantages of 
the public. It is well known what the 
influence w a s that put him in office fOur 
years ago, 'and he probably will have those 
same influences back of him in the next 
campaign. B u t if the people are al ive to 
their interests no power in this s tate can 
again-p lace him in office." 

The Elbow Lake Herald seconds the mo
tion, wi th the following: 

"Mr. Mills has outlived his usefulness 
to the people. H e hails from the ninth 
district which m a y have another candi
date for the same position in the person Of 
Ezra -G. Valent ine of our neighboring 
county, Wilkin. Mr. Valentine would be 
both a n act ive and. useful member of the 
board—a member in . whom the people 
would, have the fullest confidence." 

• T h e Buffalo Journal says : 
"People ^vender w h y newspaper reports 

ers r in the legislature are voted gratuit ies 
at each session. One incident originating 
in Wright county will illustrate it. Sena
tor Alley Introduced a bill which w a s in
tended to cut out bank mortgages from 
the list made up annually for the assessors. 
These bank mortgages are not taxed a s 
the bank capitals are assessed, and de
positors are supposed to l ist moneys in 
banks. Therefore it is utterly useless to 
copy these mortgages for assessors. This 
i s one of the few counties in which the 
register of deeds is paid a salary, most of 
the registers receiving fees a s their com
pensation. The fee for making the mort
gage list is 10 cents each and that is why 
the Alley bill w a s all shot to pieces before 
it more than started on its journey. The 
fees for copying bank mortgages will 
average $200 per year for each county and 
in the 'eighty counties fully $16,000 per 
year i s : absolutely wasted in paying for 
this useless work. There are many such 
incidents a t each session of the legislature 
but the subsidized reportei-s never see 
'them for publication." 

Perhaps if Senator Alley had explained 
t h i s bill to one of T h e J o u r n a l ' s un-
'subsidized reporters it would have gotten 
'into print. The senator did not make 
enough . noise about it. 

Casually Observed. 
H o w would y o u l ike t o see the Mad 

Mullah's forces engage the Iceman Guards? 

Alfred Aust in has published a tragedy 
that, judging by the comments of the 
London newspapers, puts him in the hu
morist c lass . W h e n Alfred throws off 
anyth ing in the tragedy line equal to 
George Ade's "Sultan of Sulu," it will get 
respectful • at tent ion in Chicago. 

The- author of "a book on how to reach 
a ripe old age died on an ocean steamer 
the other day a t the ripe old age of 55. 
There is no better .rule extant for at ta in
ing advanced years' than the one grandpa 
used to give, viz., to keep, right on living. 

A journal of Infect ious Di seases i s pub
lished in Chicago. Subscribers are likely 
to kick i f - they do not get their Infectious 
Diseases every week. 

W u Ting-fang recently attended the 
meet ing of an associat ion in Canton com
posed of Chinese and foreigners, called 
the "Natural Fee t Society." H e began 
his speech by so lemnly assert ing that he 
had never al lowed any daughter of his 
to bind her feet, admit t ing later, how
ever., that he had no daughters.' The 
Americanization of W u is complete. 

A N e w York paper refers to the cele
bration in that city a s "a brutal debauch 
of noise and s tench and fire and death." 
Some boy mus t have touched off some
thing jus t a s that editor w a s dropping off 
to sleep. 

The Iowa ideft—to g e t the crops har
vested. 

Senator Scott of W e s t Virginia tells a 
story of a young friend of his who w a s 
out hunting. H e came to a lonely cabin 
in the mountains and, being thirsty, 
knocked a t the door to ask for a drink. 
The -water w a s handed out to him by a 
girl so charming that, w i th a/ smile, he 
said:. 

"Would you be angry if I should offer 
you a dollar for a k i s s?" 

"No, sir," the girl answered with a 
little blush. 

So the boy took the k i ss and then 
he gave the maiden the dollar. She bal
anced it in her hand a moment. She 
knitted her pretty brows in perplexity. 

"What," she asked, "shall I do with 
this money?" 

"Why, anything ybu please, my dear," 
said the youth. 

"Then," she murmured, "I think I'll 
g ive it back to you and take another 
kiss ." 

Say, if those little incidents w e tell 
really happened, this would be a better 
world. 

The St. Cloud Journal-Press printed it, 
so it cannot be so bad. unless, possibly, 
the J . -P . winked when it did it. W e sus -
pect ' the latter. The "it" referred to above 
a s the subject of this article is a "hoot 
•mon" .poem full of oatmeal and haggis . 
I t w a s sprung on the Journal-Press when 
that paper was looking the other way, 
arid had one hand tied, by a gentleman 

named Boyd, w h o called i t "A Sunday 
Soliloquy." The first stanza trotted oft 
a s follows: 

Poor Belle ence mair I wandered doon 
As I ha deen for money a year, '•> 

To see your rosebush when in bloom 
And on its leaatei to drap a tear 

You WIEM there a ro6e to pine true 
for me to take back to my name. 

I missed yc but I kent that you 
To your lang rest had quietly gane. 

After rubbering a t the "lang last rasa 
beesh," Jamie hies him name again a s 
follows: 

So whan I bed the rose bush seen 
I hied me back.Jo my ain name 

'Twas Sunday or those solemn thoughts 
Back to my mind would never came 

So good-bye Belle where're you be 
I know your body's in the tomb 

And if again I will jou see 
Depend ,̂ somewhat upon my doom. 

Now w h a t would be his doom if you had 
your w a y ? 

One Charles Wil l iams, w h o called h im
self "Charlie Wil l iams a Missouri Coon," 
w a s found lying in a pudde of water a t 
Owatonna. Not to put too fine a point 
upon it, Mr. Wil l iams w a s intoxicated, 
grossly intoxicated. The 'colored tourist 
w a s lifted into the Owatonna lockup and 
in the morning without the s ign of "a 
head," made a smiling appearance before 

" Judge Hood, who gave h im his choice of a 
fine of $9 or the privilege of working for 
the city for twenty long, hot summer 
days. Mr. Wil l iams' face expressed con
tending emotions a t the alternative, but 
he finally offered the court "all the money 
he had—$3.65." Judge Holt did not seem 
wil l ing to compromise, and started making 
the commitment when the Missouri pe
destrian removed a very comfortable 
walking shoe from his lucky foot and took 
off a clocked stocking. This strange per
formance caused the magistrate to s top 
and look. Mr. Wil l iams then peeled a $20 
Will iam from h i s foot and asked the 
judge for his freedom and the change, 
both of which were forthcoming. 

W h y is i t tha t a respectable m a n in 
case of misfortune cannot scrape together 
30 cents, but an infernal scoundrel l ike 
this usually has a few hundred dollars 
about him somewhere? 

These enigmatical people—you can 
never tell w h a t they mean. Are they 
saying something complimentary or are 
they slapping a t you wi th a shingle with a 
tack in it? The other day the writer of 
this column received a letter opening: 

Dear Sir: Your little squib Monday evening 
about the dip In the tyke is worth the price of 
the best daily iu Minneapolis. 

•Here w e proceeded to g e t swelled 
up, when suddenly it came over u s 
wi th a severe shock that the "the 
price of the best daily in Minneapolis" 
w a s just 2 cents'. Our hot stuff worth 
2 cents? Awful! But hold, if you tried 
to buy the best daily in Minneapolis i t 
would cost you hundreds and hundreds of 
thousands of dollars! Perhaps that 's 
what he meant. Perhaps, but 

If Wozzoni, Pozzoni, Mozzoni and Boz-
zoni would go take a vacation a t the sea
side, there might be a chance for the 

i dist inguished invalid to pull thru. 

A T R I B U T E TO SENATOR NELSON 

The s ta t e board of control, having suc
ceeded in breaking up a coal combine that 
w a s trying to m a k e the s tate pay two 
prices for the coal needed in i ts inst i tu
tions, is now ge t t ing its. thanks in the 
shape of such remarks a s the following, 
from the l»e Sueur N e w s : "The s ta t e 
board of control, made up of h i s excel 
lency, Governor Van Sant 's pe t s and po-. 
liticad s l a v e s , - s a y s that i t is none of the 
public's business w h a t they are paying 
for coal to the Northwestern Fue l com
pany."- T h e N e w s ought to k n o w that 
It „is "only, hy "a secret arrangement that- a 
public -body " can ever break thru ' the 

Wheat and a Preferential Tariff. 
The London Stat is t thinks that the 

grant ing of a preferential duty to Cana
dian w h e a t would not great ly affect the 
exports of wheat frorii the United States 
to Great Britian. One reason w h y the 
Stat is t thinks that the United States will 
continue to be the main source of wheat 
supply of the Brit ish market ŝ tha t the 
Uni ted States ' w h e a t raising region has a 
much greater diversity of c l imate than 
Canada's, and is therefore, year in and 
year out, more likely to be a reliable 
source of supply. 

Climatic conditions - vary greatly be
tween N o r t h D a k o t a and T e x a s and be
tween Illinois a n d . California. I t is rare 
that the same year is one of lean crops all 
over the United States . The American 
surplus is l ikely to be larger than the 
Canadian for m a n y years to come and 
will, therefore, be sold cheaper.' There 
are other reasons w h y the Stat is t th inks 
the United States can continue t o c o m p e t * 
w i t h Canada in the Engl i sh market not
wi ths tanding a preferential tariff. The 
American rai lway facil it ies are- better 
than the Canadian both- a s to 'mi leage arift 
equipment, most ti>f' the- Canadian ports 
a r e ice-bound in Winter, and the-Amerlcan 
ports are much better equipped. ." "%4| 

Of course, in the long run, abil i ty to 

N e w York Tribune. 
Senator Knute Nelson of Minnesota is 

one of the most accomplished l inguists of 
the senate. A Norwegian by birth, he 
speaks that language perfectly. He a l so 
speaks Swedish. Danish, German and, of 
course, English. H e has a very good un
derstanding of French. Senator Nelson, 
from the a g e of 12 years, w a s brought up 
in Minnesota, where a mixed population 
of Norwegians , Swedish, Danish and Ger
mans gave him a splendid opportunity to 
acquire their languages, and, being at all 
t imes studious, he lost no chance to add 
to h is knowledge. Nothing pleases Sena
tor Nels6n better than occasionally t o fall 
In w i t h a Norwegian with whom he can 
speak the first language he ever heard, but 
his intense Americanism is shown by the 
fact that the language of . h i s home is 
English. That has a lways been the lan
guage of the Nelson- home. The senator 
has a lways been foremost in doing every
thing possible in order that the children 
of Minnesota shall regard Engl ish a s their 
mother tongue. H e encourages the study 
of languages, but Engl ish never suffers 
any neglect on that account wherever his 
influence extends. 

Granville Pease k n o w s because be w a s 
there, and he says in the Anoka Union; 

"No po l i t i c s .mixed up wi th t h e outing 
of the Northwestern Editorial associa
tion? Well, rather. There w a s Joel . P. 
Heatwole winking arid bl inking. .and look
ing, wise as usual . - Captain Whitney 
plugging for Van Sant. Will Verity w a t c h 
ing ~ Dr. Babcock's interest. Saylor and 
H a y s talking Bob Dunn. The Union would 
say there' -was plenty of politics crop
ping out all along the trip." 

Which way, please, w a s Hays "talking 
Bob Dunn?" U p or down? 

Frank Eddy is tel l ing a good story of 
the meet ing of "Uncle Joe" Cannon, next 
speaker of the house, and John Lind, 
when the latter vis i ted Washington last 
winter. They had been colleagues ? s re
publicans, and had not seen each other 
for years. 

"How are you, John?" safd Uncle Joe. 
T'I hear you are coming to congress as 
a democrat ." 

"That is correct,'' said the Minnesotan. 
•"Well," said Cannon cordially, "I 

don't know of a n y democrat I would rath
er see coming to congress than your
self." " " 

The riferhber-elect thanked h im for the 
expression, and Cannon w e n t on. 

"Perhaps you don't understand m y rea
son for saying that . You see, when a 
democrat comes to congress he a lways 
gets both hands in the treasury, and you 
see you can only ge t one in." 

The Elk River Star N e w s says : 
" T h e polit ic ians. are absolutely safe in 

brihfeing out ex -Sta te Treasurer Koerner 
for governor; inasmuch a s he is abroad 
and cannot refuse to be made a cat 's 
paw of." 

Mr. Koerner supposed h e had squelched 
all that kind of talk before he left for 
Germany. If it l a s t s . until he returns, he 
will doubtless squelch it again. 

The Glenwood Gopher editor interviewed 
the governor July 4,. and got the following 
results:-

"Iri the course of our conversation last 
Saturday Governor Van Sant stated abso
lutely that he w a s not seeking renomina-
tion. A qualifying remark was made, 
however, that he was not "running away" 
from it . Further talk just left us in the 
same delightful s ta te of uncertainty a s be 
fore a s to the governor's real intentions. 
If neither seeking it nor running away 
from it. won't somebody please t e l l u s just 
where the governor is "at" on the renomi-
nation question. N o t that it makes much 
difference to us, but we do like to have 
our curiosity appeased. 

Books and Authors 
PATRIOTIC L I T E R A T U R E 

Fourth of July literature has largely 
lost its flamboyant tone. Key's "Star 
Spangled Banner" maintains i ts place in 
patriotic poetry a s the most quotable and 
inspiring in that form of literature, and 
Mr. Smith's National H y m n has a per
manent place a s an expression of patriot
ism. "Yankee Doodle" is played to stir 
up enthusiasm, but the words are execra
ble and most people have forgotten them 
and could not quote them on demand. 
Bes ides , they are not of American origin, 
and there is no possible reason why 
Americans should retain the doggerel in 
our patriotic literature. Memorial D a y 
has been more of an inspiration to pa
triotic poetry than has the Fourth of 
July. B u t the latter is so closely iden
tified wi th fundamental action of this 
nation, fixed in the Declaration .of Inde
pendence, the bill of r ights and the con
stitution of the United States , that these 
three documents may be considered as 
the literature par excellence of the Fourth 
of July, needing indeed no other. 

joices over the larger and more effective 
attent ion now paid to the betterment of 
the rural schools. He mentions Minne
sota among the half-dozen states which 
are "doing splendidly in reforming rural 
education. Mr. Long finds much prog
ress in the industrialization of the pub
lic school curriculum and he shows that 
in spite of much hostile criticism, the. a c 
tual facts reveal truly the wonderful 
progress which has been made in the 
Philippines under the American education 
policy. There are interesting papers on 
the excavat ions in the Roman forum, on 
biographical literature, the financial out
look and American politics. (New York: 
125 E Twenty-third street.) 

Floral Life, which is devoted to nature 
and ornamental gardening, contains some 
very useful suggest ions about chrysan
themums, water lilies, dahlias and the 
ornamental flowers. There is an exce l 
lent paper on "The Wild Flower Garden." 
Such flowers develop rapidly and a wild 
flower garden m a y be made "a thing of 
beauty" by the proper disposition of blue 
violets, gentians, adder's tongue, cardinal 
flowers, trailing arbutus, ferns, azaleas, 
wood honeysuckles and others in their 
blooming season. Mr. Meehan writes in 
terestingly cf "Greenland Vegetat ion." 
and Amelia Eotsford contributes a nota
ble illustrated paper on "Vines I H a v e 
Known." Th& whole number is beautiful
ly illustrated. Philadelphia: No. 812 
Walnut street.. 

A publication which grows in interest 
with each successive number is "Masters 
In Music," a monthly magazine, published 
by Bates & Guild of Boston. The July 
number is devot#d to Verdi, and contains 
a number of biographical and critical 
contributions concerning the greatest of 

The musical num
bers, jn the. magazine are taken largely 
from "Aida," "Trovatore" and "Otello" 
also being represented. 

N E W BOOKS 

Hiehens. New 
Price. $1.50. 

York: 

P R E N U P T I A L CONFIDENCE 

charmed circle of a combine of bidders. 
A s a rule, every trasaction of . t h e s t a t e ' s ! compete would depend, upon- the size of 
various agent s should be open t o the pub--
l i e ; but In the s tate ' s business , a s in 'that 
of the' individual, there are s o m e trans* 

the preference. During the first years' of 
i t s operation l t^wouid not great ly affeot 
the price of American whaat , for the 

Philadelphia Ledger. 
She w a s an exact ing Philadelphia young 

woman, and before she would promise to 
marry him he had to answer a great 
m a n y quest ions relating to his past 
life. H e thought 'he had g iven her a very 
fair account of himself, but jus t when 
the wedding ceremdny w a s about to take 
place, he remembered an omission and 
fearing reproach, he whispered in her ear-

"Mary, there is one thing I have not 
told you yet. I a m a Unfversalist. Does 
it matter , love?" 

•"No, I guess not;: dear," said the bride 
serenely, "I am a' somnambulist;" 

* T H E SURGEON'S JOKE 
N e w York Even ing World. 

Dr. Robert F. Weir , , the wel l -known 
s u r g e o n . s O m e . t i r i i e a g o . h l t . o n an experi
m e n t of curing '$L ^certain sort of facial 

.swell ing: by .hypodermic injections o r a 
r solution, of iridfgd; H e had thus ' t rea ted « 
* patient's face, turning that' portion of i t 

t o a violet hue, and w a s explaining the 
process to a group of fellow doctors, w h e n 
one of them asked: . 

,"But, Dr. Weir, isn't the treatment very 
painful to the patient?" . . 

"There's n o w a y , of finding that Out," 
replied Mr. Weir, after a g lanee a t t h e 
slcK man's bright blue' fac#. "You see , 
h s keeps hls^trfruMes 3h-violet ." 

The Buffalo Journal notices the follow
ing movements of men in the public eye: 

"R. C. Dunn has gone home to Prince
ton. Joel Heatwole ft mix ing wi th the 
boys and taking in editorial excursions, 
and Frank M. Eddy has bought a stack of 
chips and started a press bureau cam
paign by sending out his Fourth of July 
oration delivered a t Dodge Center." 

. Uncle P e a s e a s k s in the Anoka Union: 
"Where under the sun. or in what build

ing-can St. Paul hold a s tate convention?" 
"Under the sun" in Lexington ball park 

seems about the only available location. 

The Litt le Fal ls Herald says : 
"It w a s Bob Dunn who declared that 

J. J. Hill w a s a man that deserved praise 
Instead of kicks from the people of Minne
sota. This wasn ' t very long ago, and Bob, 
to be worthy of his appellation "honest." 
can'.t go back on it, even for a gubernato
rial nomination." 

Bob »"not likely to go back on it, judg
ing by the following rejoinder from the 
Princeton Union: 

"Bob Dunn i s .not in the habit of stult i
fying himself." 

—Charles B. Cheney. 

TELIX. By Robert 
Frederick A. Stokes 
Mr. Hiehens has heretofore written 

rather eccentric, sensational novels, and 
the tendency appears in "Felix," in which 
three years of a young man's life is de
tailed thru over 400 pages. It is one of 
those leisurely writ t ten books wi th some j the Italian composers 
weariness of detail, but it bestows use
ful teaching. Fe l ix Wilding w a s brought 
up in a country home in England and 
left school life at Rugby a very conceited 
young fellow, especially after he topped 
off his educational career in France and 
came beck idolizing Balzac and making 
the Comedie Humaine his vade mecum. 
His mother wanted him to enter Oxford, 
but he demurred and dilly dallied and 
declined the kind offer of a friend of his 
family, a Mr. Ismey, f i shape his course 
in life. Fel ix made the family very un
happy by opposing the marriage of his 
s ister to a clergyman an'd devoted most 
of his t ime to the wife of Mr. Ismey 
and her sister. H e fell in love wi th I s 
mey's wife and was fascinated by her, in 
spite of his discovery that both she and 
her sister were morphine fiends. Fel ix 
w a s afterward brought to his senses by 
this revelation and by the serious illness 
of his mother, for whom he had deep af
fection. A terrible scene at railway s ta 
tion in London, in which Mrs. Ismey. 
Mr. I smey and Fel ix figure, caps the 
cl imax of Fel ix's a imless career and he 
concludes that he has had his share of 
La. Comedie Humaine. H e turned from 
folly and his boyhood happiness c a m e 
back to him w h e n he found there were 
more things in life than Honore Balzac 
ever dreamed of. and therein he did not 
altogether agree wi th his friend Louis, 
the village tailor in France, who wor
shipped Balzac and claimed to have been 
that realist's tailor. 

LITERARY GODS. 
The reminiscences of Theodore Leschet-

izey, the teacher of Paderewski and other 
noted pianists, will appear in the Cen
tury in the autumn. He w a s 73 years old 
on July 2. Hi s s ister-in-law. the Countes3 
Potoca. has written the reminiscences. 

The Ceritury company will publish in the 
autumn, "Pa Gladden, the Story of a 
Common Man." which has appeared seri
ally in the Century Magazine. The a u 
thor of the sketches is Elizabeth Cherry 
Waltz . 

Max Nordau has written a novel of 
Hungarian Life entitled "Panna." 

Francis Guerson, who knew Dumas . Sr., 
personally, writes in the Critic that he w a s 
a "rnx'stical skeptic." He "believed in the 
reality of all occult phenomena, but not 
in their spiritual origin. He believed in 
second sight, palmistry, somnamublism. 
trances, magnet ic attraction, magic and 
.mesmerism. And, in truth, his novels are 
based on the mystery of action, as Scott's 
are based on the poetry of action. 

ADROIT. 

Life. 
. The gues ts were wait ing. Already the 

organ w a s playing the processional. 
Under the terms of the betrothal the 

bride w a s to pay $995,000 cash. She had 
counted out a thousand t en - thousand-do l 
lar bills. 

"Change, please," she said. , 
That his grace , ' the duke, w a s nettled, : 

everybody could see. I t . w a s a painful 
moment. i 

B u t jthe archbishop came to the rescue.: 
Xiauehing a s if it were the .hes t joke in 

the world, he passe'd the hat among the, 
bridal party and in a moment collected 
$5;000. which he pressed into the bride's 
hand. ' • 

Thus the self-respect, of neither w a s 
•sacrificed. • 

Of course the story leaked out. 
"Dear old fellow!' 'exclaimed everybody, 

and the archbishop w a s more in- demand-
at weddings than-ever. : 

THE TWILIGHT OF THE GODS: AND OTHER 
TALES. > BT Richard Gnrnett. Nerr York: 
John Lane, The Bodley Head. 
This is a new and revised edition of 

these odd tales, there being twelve stories 
which did not appear in the first edition 
published in 1888. The title story depicts 
the passing of the old pagan gods, when 
the sailors in the ships, on the Aegean 
sea- heard melancholy shuddering voices 
come over the mis ty waters chanting 
"Great Tan is dead! Great Tan is dead!" 
Then Zeus becomes skeptical and„he and 
all the gods except Love, retire to Ely-
slum. The o r i e n t a l a n d other tales like 
"A Page from the Book of Oily," "The 
Poet of Pomopolis, ' "The Ellxer of Life." 
and "The Dumb Oracle." are full of epi
grams and irresistible Is "New Readings in 
Biography.'' notably those relating to N a 
poleon. Daniel Defoe and "Cornelius, the 
Ferryman," easi ly recognized as the one 
who used to ferry people between _ N e w 
York and Brooklyn and Staten Island. 

T H E MAGAZINES 

A T H E N S ' ISOLATION 

In The-Forum there is a paper by Dr. 
J. M. Rice, one of the most rational s tu 
dents of educational methods, explaining 
the purposes of the new organization 
called The Society of Educational Rer 
search. The work of the society- will be 
the intell igent exarnination of the various 
educational processes In this country and 
to scrutinize their actual result a n d - m a s s 
the experience gained for reference, i ts 
conclusions being based on fads. Mr. O. 
H. Long • contributes a paper on "The 
Educational- Outlook," in which he rer 

NIEXICAN W E A T H E R REPORTS 

London Daily Chronicle. 
Athens, the only capital in Europe 

which cannot be reached by rail, is sepa
rated by several hundred miles from the 
European main railway system, of which 
Brindisi, Saloniki and Constantinople m a y 
be -regarded as the three southern termini. 
The projected line from Athens to Saloniki 
will bridge the last gap of the chain. It 
is to have the standard continental gage 
of four feet eight inches, and when com
pleted it will be possible to run thru car
riages from Calais to Athens and the 
capital will be brought within thre* days 
of London. At present the quickest tran
sit is five days, via Brindisi and Patras, 
which' involves a sea voyage almost a s 
long a s that between Brindisi and Egypt. 
Another anomaly is that Athens is th« 
orilyv European capital to which there is 
not a daily mail from Great Britain, a 
privi lege:enjoyed by the "European capi
tal" .even of that semi-civil ized country 
Morocco. The cost of the journey to 
Athens is greater than that to any other 
continental capital. It is not surprising, 
then, to find the country, which, next to 
It|ily, is the richest in historic and art is-
t i6 interest in all Europe, is hardly known 
at all to the average tourist. It is still 
the preserve of the leisured and weal thy 
traveler, w i th his entourage of couriers 
and dragomans. 

' American Medicine. 
•The Mexican postal department has 

taken a new and novel means of inform
ing the public of the weather bulletins 
g iven out by the weather bureau. Every 
letter which passes thru the office is now 
stamped with the indications for the next 
twenty- four hours. This s tamping is done 
at th* same time that the postage s tamps 
on the letters are canceled and the re
ceiving stamp affixed. " < 
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