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THE ‘“‘CLAMMING” INDUSTRY |

How the Material From Which Pearl Buttons Are Made Is Procured
—The Hope of the “Clammer,” to Find a Big Pearl—How the
Pearls Are Formed—Life in (Olam Town.
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é‘fn.rmk? Magaxine for July contains an- in-
@ustrial story of the clam flsherles of the Mia-
imissippl. This is one of a series of special
“Andustrial articlesa that this magazine is, among
other things noted for. The story Iitself deal-
ing as it does wiith a subject little kmown to
many people, {llustrates what 1s practically a
modern Industry, and shows the danger of it

being crippled uonless something is done to
regulate It
Fr 'h-water clam-fishing s a unique

ocupdtion, since it Insures a modest in-
come, and at the same time offers the
gllurement of a game of chance in which

| 48 no risk. It is the shell, in which the

| elam has his singularly wise yet stupid
belng, that Insures the flsher an income.
These are used for making pearl buttons,
and “the clammer,” as he 1s called, gets
from $56 to $20 a ton for them. Lilke other
oommodities, the price fluctuates with tho
supply and demand. ‘There Is also a
kreat difference in the value of the vari-
ous kinds of shells, and it is safe to say
that there are aa many varleties of clams
as of flsh in the waters from which they
are taken.

Trom the sale of the shells the ¢lam
fisher averages, taking the summer thru,
& wage of from $1 to $2 a day. In addi-
tion to this, there ls scarcely a day that
he does not find baroque and seed pearls
of more or less value. The uncertainty
as to these values, and the ever-present,
eutlcing possibility of finding a pearl of
price, gilves to his occupation the same
fascination that lures the gambler,

This industry—for, tho peculiar, it is
a recognized industry—Iis of comparativea-
1y recent origin. The story of iits begin-
ning is that, about twelve years ago a
German, who knew something of pearl-
button making, was gathering clams for
fish bait along the shore of the DMissls-
sippl river, in the vicinity of Huron island.
As he took out the clams he obServed that
the mother-of-pearl lining of the shells
was partlcularly filne in color, texture and
luster., In consldering thls, It occurred to
him that the shells might be utilized, and
he sent a few of them to & friend in Hol-
steln, Germany, who was an expert pearl-
button maker.

This frlend, M. J. Beopple, at once rec-
ognized In them a flne material for but-
. tons, and decided to coms to this country
for the expresa purpose of utllizing them.
He arrived here In 1880, and, single-
handed and alone, began the manufacture
of pearl buttons from DMlisslissippl river
clam shells. He Invented a circular saw
for cutting the shells into neat pleces,
known as button blanka, but the grinding
of these to the required thickness, the
facing, drilling, and polishing, which in
factorles Is done by means of chemicals
and machinery, Mr. Beopple did by hand.
He also, in the beglnning, gathered the
shells, raking the olams from the shal-

dainty and fly-concealed ones that tempt
the coy trout to rise. The clam, able to
make for itself a habitation lined with
a substance so fine that It 18 named as
the material of heaven's gates, is of om-
nivorous appetite, He eats or tries to eat
whatever comes his way. When he feeds,
ho stands on edge with his shell open-
ing downward. Always well out of the
current, he plows, as he moves very slowly
forward, a narrow groove in the soft mud
of the river bed, which may be seen from
the surface of the water. In his blind
progress he selzes on anything In his
way, and at once tightly closes his shell,
It is the alm of the clam fisher to drop
his lines along the 'little shelving Irreg-
ularitles formed by the action of the
water, so that the clam in feeding comes
in contact with the hooks and seizes them.
When they are bitlng well, the fisher
makes what he calls “a drag"” in ten or
fifteen mintes, That is, he drops his
lines, and In that length of time draws
them In and places them on the stand-
ards, with a clam dangling from nearly
every hook. This means a catch of 800
or more. When he has taken the clams
from the hooks, and ha must remove each
one separately, as they hold on, if not for
dear life, to the end of lfs, he agaln
drops the bar.

A big catch may not bs very valuable,
since, as has been sald, certaln kinds of
shells command a good price, others bring
a small price, and some are not salable,
tho these last often yleld something of
value In the pearl line. Each of the many
different kinds of clams has been glven,
no one scems to know when or by whom,
an odd, characteristic name, by which it
is known to clam fishers, shell buyers and
button manufacturers.

The niggerhead, a big, thick shell with
a black outer surface, while It does not

‘command the highest price, is one of the

most profitable shells, and is used in mak-
ing thick-shank buttons, as well as the
more expensive kinds. It Is not difficult
to get together a ton of these and others
of similar value, and the button manu-
facturers are always ready to buy them.
A shell that always brings a high price
is the buckhorn, which s long, narrow
and rough on the outer surface, as ls
the horn from which it takes {ts name. It
is not unusual to eut two dozen buttons
of the finest quality from a single buck-
horn shell, and the fishers sell them readl-
ly for $20 a ton. The butterfly, marked
with faintly colored dotted stripes of va-
rying length, is also one of the most valu-
able shells, and he who selects handsome
pearl buttons that do not lose thelr lus-

ter may be sure that they.Were made
from these finer shells.
round mucket,
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Stages In the Evolution of the Button, from the Clam Shell to the Finished Product

low water along the-inshore with a com-
mon garden rake. When he had finished
a few gross, he offered them for eale.
The tariff bill of 1890 had advanced the
price of pearl buttons, and, as he asked
less than was pald for the same button
before this advance, he had no dlfficulty
in dlsposing of them, and in a few weeks
was overwhelmed with orders.

No sooner had Mr. Beopple demon-
strated what could be done with fresh
water clam shells than there was a rush
to this new fleld of Industry. Button
factories sprang up In almost every town
of any !mportance on this part of the
river. In Muscatine, lIowa, are twelve
faotories. Large concerns in New TYork
and Chlecago, which up to this time had
imported shealls, established branches for
the cutting of button blanks, which were
packed and shipped to the city factories
to be faced and finished.

The flrst clam fisher who sold shells on
the Missisalppl was Captain Fox, now one
of the largest dealers In shells on the river.
At that time ha was keeper of the govern-
ment light on Huron Island, and as he
made his trips he gathered shells for Mr.
Beopple, who pald him at the rate of 340
per ton for them. Equally good shells are
now sold at $11 to §14 per ton; but the
present methods enable the flsher to take
more in en hour than he oould at that
time In a day.

He now has a wlde, flat-bottomed row-
hoat fitted wwith what clammers call a
“orowfoot dredge.” This consists of two
standards fastened firmly to the sides of
“the boat at each end. Resting In grooves
on these standards, and extending along
the sides of the boat, are two hollow metal
plpes—usuvally a mectlon of gas-plpe is
used for this purposs. On these pipas are
fastened many lines, from twelve to twen-
ty Inches long, and on each line is one or
mora four-pronged, barbless hooks. Those
are known as ‘‘crowfoot hooks,” and are
simply pleces of heavy wire cut the re-
quired length and bent upward. These are
usually made by some one in the camp
fond of “puttering,” who furnishes them
to his fellows for a small sum,

The fisher in using the outfit, when he
has reached a desirable position, turns his
boat across the current and puts out his
drift board, which {s a sheet anchor that
keeps his lttle craft in position. Ie then
drops filrat one bar and then the other,
over the boat's side, to which they are se-
curely held by heavy lines. As the boat
drifts slowly down stream the many hooks
dangling from these bars drag along the
river bad,

Nothing could ba more uninviting than
the %hig, rough, unbalted hooks, but they
gerva thelr purpose as well as do the

WHiSKEY AND Beer Hair

PERMANENTLY CURED BY
“ORRINE"”

Phyalcians and sclentists throughont the
world have long since pronounced drunkenness
a disease of the nervous system, creating a
morbid craving for a stimulant, Systems vary
as to the kind of drink that will satisfy this
craving—some want whiskey,othiers beer, wine,
kimmel, etc., the use of which will eventually
result in roining the health and bringing on
diseane, In many cases ending in death,.

“ ORRINE ** permanently Temoves the crav-
ing for liquor, restores the organs of the
stomach to their mattral condition and im-
Fmven the appetiteand digestion. Itcontains no
njurlousdrugs of any description, * ORRINE"
can be given without the patient’s knowledge,
if desired, iu tea, coffee, water or milk, It re-
quires no office or sanitarium treatment, but
can be taken athome.We will refund the money
if it fails to do allthatls clalmed for it.

Mr. E. T. Sims, Brooklyn, N. Y., writes:
" Use my name asatwenty-year drunkard re-
stored to manhood and health by 4 boxes of
*ORRINE." It isa wonderful and marvelous
cure for the drink habit.”

The price of ““ORRINE" 1a §1 per box,
6 boxes for §5. Malled in gtaiu sealed wrapper,
by Ormine Co., 817 14th St., N. W., Washing-
ton, D. C. Interesting booklet (sealed) free on
request. Sold and recommended by

VOEGELI BROS. DRUG CO.
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ear, and meveral others, rank with the
niggerhead, and are sold with them; while
the deer's foot, which on the hinge side
ls in the exact form of a deer’s hoof, the
pocketbook, elephant’'s ear and razorback
are much less valuable, The yellow sand
shell, used by Mr. Beopple when he be-
gan the manufacture of buttons from
Missisaipp! river clam shells, 18 now re-
jected at the factories, as, while It 1s
beautiful in ecolor and texture, it is thin
and brittle and requires careful handling,
which, with the machinery now In use,
makes the cost of manufacture too high
for profit. :

A clam flsher's outfit, in addltlon to the
boat already described, 1s a pan for cook-
ing the clams, & bin-shed, and a portable
dwelling of some kind. As the nature of
his calling makes him an {tinerant, every-
thing he possesses 1s movable, whether
it 1s poor and cheap, or, according to his
standards, expensive and handsome.
Class distinctions exist among clammers,
as In other communities. A clam fisher
of the middle or lower class lives in a
tent, or-in a shack constructed of drift-
wood and bullding paper. These are
large or amall, good or poor, according to
his state. If he be an aristocrat among
clammers, he has a houseboat, which is
his permanent, tho movable home, and he
holds himself a little aloof from the other
olammers of any camp where he may hap-
pen,to be. When he finds a pear]l he does
not call his fellow fisherers to examine
and pass judgment upon it, neither is he
called to share the excitement of a
valuable find; and so, however much he
may enjoy his exclusiveness, he loses
much of the polgnant pleasure of the
clammers’ camp.

Whe na fisher has taken as many oclams
as he can boll and sort in the after part
of the day, he drawa up. his boat and
lights a fire In a furnace of rude masonry,
on which is mounted a big sheat iron pan.
This he fills with clams and water, and
when they have bolled about twenty min-
utes the clams are open and ready for
sorting. From the pan they are shoveled
Into a large, shallow box called a sort-
ing tray, which is fastened on standards
driven Into the ground, making It about
as high as an ordinary table, This oo-
cuples one slde of a rough shed, under
which the shells to be sold are plled,
since to allow them to bleach in the sun
makes them difficult to cut and work
successfully, It is when the eclam fisher
is taking out the meats and sorting the
shells that he finds pearls, and his fingera
are as sensitive as the fingers of the blind.
He detects, unerringly, the least hard
substance in the soft meats he 1s handling,
the eager hope of the gambler seeming
to be concentrated in his finger tlps.

Pears follow no law as to position.
Seed pearls are sometimes fastened on the
frilled lip of the clam, forming a continu-
ous edge, not unllke pearl beads on a bit
of lace. Often pearls are embedded in
the thick portions of the mussel’'s body,
and frequently they are unattached in the
shell. As those which are not attached
often fall out when the clam opens, the
water in which they are bolled is carefully
stralned. TUpon any forelgn substance in
the shell the clam pours a nacreous sub-
stance, which is largely carbonate of lime.
This, deposited in exquisitely delicate lay-
ers, is as smooth as iz the lining of the
shell. The size and shape of the foteign
substance determine whether a pearl or
a baroque pearl is to resuit. The latter
are belng much used, and may be seen in
almost any jeweler's window. Home of
them are beautiful in color and luster,
and are effective as pendants, as the
petals of flowers, and as the bodles of
birds and {nsects set about with gems.

The pearling over of any substance In
the shell of the clam is an instinct of self-
preservation, as, if the Intruding matter
be not made smooth, it Irritates the soft,
skinless body, and death is the ultimats
result. Once this pearling process be-
&ins, it goes on Indefinitely, and the pearl,
whatever its shape, grows constantly lar-
Eer. Occasionally the deposit after &
time grows coarse, like the ‘outside of the

shell. When this is the case, the pearl’
4s what is known as a “peeler,’”” that is,

“NATURE’S MONUMENT TO THE DEAD”’

Professor Heilprin Tells of the Astounding Spectacle Now Presented .'hy Mont Pelee—The New Cone Now
Reaches a Height of 5,100 Feet or Neaily One Mile—A Scene of Unequaled Grandeur.

Remarkabls and Only Photograph Taken by Professor Anglo Hellprin of the Great DbelI;k-TTke Cone of Mont Pelee, Which
Overtops the Formerly Rounded Summit of the Volcano, Rising Over 5,000 Feet Above the Level of the Sea.

Philadelphia Press,

Fresh from what he terms the most won-
derful spectacle nature has ever presénted,
Professor Angelo Heilprin is back in Phil-
adelphia after a two months’ visit to Mont
Pelee on the Island of Martinique. He
calls it the greatest volcanic show on earth,
and, to use hls own epigrammatic and ple-
turesque phrase, in {ts new cone it has
raised up “Nature's monument to the dead.”

THE NEW CONE.

Mt. Pelee differs from most volcanoces in
having no central chimney, the discharges
taking place from flssures In the core it-
self, which core is continually being pushed
up in the ajr, tho at intervala blowing asun-
der, In splta of this disruption of the
cone, however, It steadily grew In height un-
til early winler, when 1t had reached &
height of 5,100 feet,

Bincs May Professor Heilprin has spent
nearly ‘two months in the Island of Mar-
tinique studying the phenomena in connec-
tion with the volcano, and on being seen by
& reporter of tho Press yesterday, he said.

““The distingulshing features of Mt. Peles,
and that which makes this wvolcano unique
among the volcanoes of the world, is the giant
tower or obelisk of rock which is belng ex-
truded from the summit of the newly mada
cone, and which obelisk now rises up in su-
preme grandeur 840 feet above the summit
of the cone proper, with a thickness at the
base of from 300 to 350 feet. ..

; A MAGNIFICENT EFFECT.

““One can form no conception of its mag-
nificence and terrorizing aspect. The old
summit of Mt. Peles, which was rounded
and about 4,000 feet high, i8 now overtopped
by this new creation by nearly 1,000 feet, so
that the apex of the voleano, which surpasses
the old dome, is found at a helght of 5200
fest above the sea, and the cone, together
with its surmounted obelisk, has still sur-
rounding it a crater basin of about S00 feet

depth, over which great puffs of steam and
sulphur vapor are being emitted, showing
that the activity of the volcano is not yet

still.
HOW THE OBELISK I8 MADH.

““The appearance of this obellek or monu-
ment on the summit of the volecano, transfix-
ing its cone and virtually blocking it, is no
less remarkable than the conditions which
are involved In its making. There is no ques-
tion of doubt that the entire mass, rising to
twice the height of the Washington monu-
ment at Washington, with four times ita
thickness, is being pushed up bodily and has
been pushed out in this manner to its full
preeent height. f
““The volcanie stress which has Ilifted it
{8 the same which in other volcanoes ejects
flowing lava, but in this particular instance
the molten matter within the volcano has
hardened before it has left the lip of the
crater and comes out as a united solid. Hence
the lava, instead of overflowing, simply
mounts up higher and higher into space.
“To what extent this head may still be
carried in the future it is impossible to say.
The aspezt that is now presented is one that
is unigue in the history of volcanoes and it
itseli will tell in weeks or months to come
what the possibilities of this new form of
construction or type of mew activity may be.
““Thia vast obelisk, which gives the appear-
ance a3 seen from St. Plerre of a monument
erected by nature to the dead, is elightly
arched or curved jn the cirectlon of the de-
stroyed city. On 'the opposite side it arises
with a well nigh vertical face and presents
a perfectly smooth, almost polished surface,
mace 80 and grooved as the result of hard
pressure against the casing of the wall of
rock which borders its channel of exit. The
surface indeed recalls to the geologist the
appearance of horizontal rock masses that
have been smoothed, polishad and curved as
the result of glacial action.

“Om May 21, when the volcano lost nearly
200 feet of its summit, the apex reached the
5,200 feet. At the present time it rises slight-
ly above 5,000 feet. On the four days pre-
ceding June 17 the rise of the tower was
twentl-one feet, but in the early period the
extrusion was nearly twice as rapid. On the
day preceding my departure a faint line of
steam was seen lssuing from the absolute
apex, showlng the fissures and Puu;es that
exist in the mass which permit the Interior
steam to travel thru completely from the base
to the summit. J
‘““Geologists will continue to watch with
extreme interest the development of this
remarkable structure and to follow the career
of the great volcano which has plugged or
corked itself, How the present degrees of
eruptive activity of Mt. Pelee stand in rela-
tion with the symptoms of unrest that are
manifesting themselves in one or other of the
neighboring islands, as in Guadaloupe, i8 also
a question that may find its solution at a mot
wvery distant day."
WHEN THE CONE EMPLODES.

Profeasor Heilprin, when asked whether the
area of devastation of the volcano had ine
creaged and what the inhabitants on the
zlopeas of Mont Pelee were dolng, sald:

““Of course, material from the cone keeps
on falling down the slopes and in patches
covers up the formerly fertile soil. Many
plantations, however, are malintained on the
lower- slopes -of Mont Pelee, and the owners
ere in quite a quandry as to what to do,
for the local scientific representative of the
French government from time to time advises
them to flee as he belleves there {8 no safe-
ty in the shadow of the great come. They,
however, prefer to stay, and when they asked
me for advice, I did not know exactly what
to say. They may be safe, but the guestion
continually arises, where will the ruin stop
when the great cone explodes as a whole, as
undoubtedly it will do some day?"”

the outer layers must be peeled off to
reach the pearly surface. Some very fine
Dearls have been of this kind, but it re-
quires great care and sklll to get the pearl
out of the hard, and often thick casing
suocessfully, and the most careful and
expert work is not always rewarded, as
the inner part is sometimes valueless,

A pearl, whatever the kind, means not
only an accident to the clam, but one that
has been successfully overcome. Judging
from an experiment made by an old’ Mis-
slssippi river clammer, who has for years
been studying clams and thelr ways, at
least 80 per cent of these accldents are
fatal. Having read of the Chinese method
of Introducing gralns of eand Into the
shells of oysters to induce them to make
pearls, he tried a similar experiment with
clams. In a small, sghallow arm of the
river, near where this man was camping,
was & flshed-out clam bed. Taking fifty
clams, he Inserted in the shell of each a
grain of sand, and placed them in this old
bed. Forty-six of the number died, but
the remaining four pearled over the sand
grains and ssemed to be in as good con-
dition as if nothing had happened. It is
quite posaible, however, that if the sand
had entered the shells in & more natural
way, and the clams had remalned un-
disturbed In the bed from which they
!were taken, the fatality might have been
ess.

When & clam is pearling over a sub-
stance, the tendency Is to make it round.
‘Were it otherwise there would be no per-
fect pearls, as no particle Is a complets
orb when it enters a shell and becomes
the basis of a pearl. A pearl that, when
rolled on a level glass surface—which s
the crucial test of its shape—does not
show the slightest inequality is a valu-
able pearl, providing Its color and luster
are good. Many pearls found by the Mis-
sissippl river clammers, not perfectly
round, yet In other respects fine, com-
mand good prices, as they can be set to
conceal slight defects of shape. . The
colors of Mississippl river pearls vary
from waite and a delicate roseats plnk to
e dark shade of heliotrope, Bome of them
have an Iridescence, which is unusual in
pearls and Is most attractive. :

As the gamester belleves that luck,
however long deferred, Wwill at last be his,
each clammer confldently expects to find
a blg and perfect pearl. Buch are occa-
slonally found on the Upper Mississippl.
A few years ago a plnk pearl was taken
from & clam bed at Red Wing, Minn,,
that was sold to a dealer for $1,200, The
dealer disposed of it at a round profit,
and later it went to Hurope, and, it ia
seid, is now among the jewels of an Eng-
lish duchess. Few such pearls are found,
but even a few are enough to inspire en-
thuslastio hope among several thousand
clammers; and it is not altogether a hope
deferred, as, durlng a summer; most of
them find & number of good pearls:’”

It is said by those who live 'In house-
boats and make clam-fishing a regular
business, that, as in gambling, theres is
the “Dbeginner's luck.” It is also stated
that when a man who has the ‘‘pearl fe-
ver'” begins to get discouraged, and is
about to give up his quest, he invartably
finds a good If not. a great pearl. A
teacher of languages In a school located
near & large clam bed, where several val-
uable pearls have been found, has for
2 number of years had thls pearl fever.
In the early dawn, and as long as he can
see after his school work is dome, he is

out on the river fishing, or on the shore'

boiling: and sorting clams. It i3 related
that, when he grows discouraged and of-
fers his outfit for sale, he Invariably finds
a pearl worth $25 or more, and again he
becomes enthusiastic, and with renewed
zeal seeks the uncertain favor of the gam-
bler's deity. N

A camp of clam-fishers, wherever it is

located, Includes an odd meflley of people.
Those near towns are largely made up of
the flotsam and jetsam of the irregularly
employed, found on every shore. What
may be ecalled the arcddian clammers’
camp la quite different. ' In thesa thers
are, with scarcely an exception, one or
more representatives of a class that is
typical. In Louisiana and Mississippi this
class is known as ‘Piney Woods Péople,”
in Georgia and Florida as “Crackers.” The
clam-fishing representatives of this pe-
culiar people are more intelligent than are
some others of their class, from the fact
that they are wanderers, and, from their
point of view, have seen much of the
world.

What is known as Clam Town, on the
‘Wisconsin shore of the Mississippl river,
about slxty miles below Minneapolis, 1s a
typical arcadlan clammers' camp. A large
clam bed, which has not yet been fished
out, 1s the attraction.
and shacks are scattered in plcturesque
confusion along a sandy beach, backed
by a narrow bit of wood, above which riso
high bluffs, crowned with fertils farms,
which stretch back as far as can be seen.

With the single exception of the aristo-
crat, who occupies the houseboat, each in-
habitant of Clam Town makes excuss for
being thers, As he Bees it, the house-
boat man has reason to felicitate rather
than exouse himself. He states with pride
that he pays no taxes, has no fuel bills,
since the river brings him all he needs in
this line in the shape of driftwood, that
he goos where he pleases and when he
pleases, taking his home with him. His
satisfaction is not without reason. The
slx little staterooms, the llving room, the
small reception room, the narrow porch-
deck, bright with flowers, are {llustrations
of how comfortable a family can be in
limited space and with very little money.
When the summer wanes he moves his
taut domicile to the tbwn of his choice,
and, with no flrmer foundation for It
than the flowing river, is as safe and sat-
isfled as If it rested on a rock. As the
winter days go by, he fishes for clams
thru the ice with a clam rake, and so
keeps the pot bolling without encroaching
on his summer savings.

The f{tinerant who represents a class,
tells of lost opportunities, which. are his
reasons for being a clammer. ‘'With his
wife, thelr two children, and his partner
he llves In a one-room shack, and,
while making an honest if not opulent liv-
ing, he is looking for the big pearl. There
are meveral old farmers and thelr wives
who, having outlived the necessity of the
strenuous labor of farm life, spend their
summers at Clam Town, earning just
enough to glve zest to thelr quilet days.
Several invalids are dolng enough fishing
to make thelr camping-out-cure pay.
A little grop of white tents occuplied by
university students, is called ‘'The Big Mit
Camp."” A huge boxing glove is thelr in-
signia, and, working and idling with squal
zegt, they are the pride of the camp,

The representative ne'er-do-well, who
never ceases cut of the land, 1s found in
Clam Town as elsewhere. He is beloved
of the dogs and the children, and finds
more pearls than all of the other. clam-
mers, and has less money; but he is quite
honest, whether In his cups or out of them,
as are tha other inhabltants of this sum-
mer town. Whether the clammer is in
possession of money pald him by shell and
pearl buyer, or has found a big pearl that

his rest with the coming of darkness (his
drafty tent or shack is not suited to arti-
ficlal light) with no thought of Ible
loss. In.these oddly assorted littls com-
munities theft and dishonesty are almost
unknown. -It is not from his fellows that
‘the clammer desires to get quick. gains,

but from the big river, which is always the
loser, ,

Houseboats, tents, |

may be worth almost any price, he goes to|

Just how long the Father of Waters can
stand this continual giving without getting
it 1s not ' posslble to may. Clam fishing ia
by no means aJs profitable as it was a few
years ago, and each year the fisher must
labor for smaller and yet smaller returns.
If the mussel beds of the Mississippl river
and elsewhsre in this country are not pro-
tected, as they are in Europs, they will, of
course, in time be exhausted. There ars,
however, a great many shells, rejected a
few years ago, that now, as the supply of
the more desirable kinds 1s less, are being
used. Others still declined at the button
factories, no doubt later on will be accept-
ed, as It requires only slight changes in
the machinery and more skilful workers
to utilize them. Great beds of these, prin-
cipally the yellow sand shell, have not as
yet been touched, and the pearls found in
these shells are beautiful in color and of
brilllant luster.

Miles from any town or rallway, it
would seem that the arcadian clammers'
camp would be lonely and eventless; but
interest, like happiness, is relative here
48 elsewhers. The farmer comes down
the steep bluff road to bring supplies and
to get cluom meats for his chickens and
plgs. There are rowboat journeys to the
town. An ooocasional visitor comes from
other camps, and now and again a steamer
puts in to land a pearl-buyer or some cu-
rious stranger. The finding of a good
pearl is always a time of excitement, and
the coming of the shell-buyer, in his
naphtha launch, with its big barge in
tow, 1s an important event, sinoce it brings’
each flsher his wages.

These ghell-buyers supply the button
factorles located farther down the river,
at La Crosse, Muscatine, Clinton, Daven-
port and other points. Those factories
which are not connected with large con-
cerns In New York and Chicago finish
the buttons and ship them direct to whole-
salers and jobbers. The workers In each
of these factorles are pald, not for their
time, but for the work they do, and there
is much emulation among them as to the
amount each is able to earn in his par-
ticular line in a day. From the man who
fishes the clams to the girl who sews the
finished button on the cards, these work-
ers, and, all iold, there are something
more than 80,000 of them, are happy and
esatisfled. Over $20,000,000 worth of but-
tons, up to the present titne, have been
made from Mississippl river clan-_n._ shells,

BOTH WRONG,
Philadelphia Ledger,
a ‘?gn't it ridiculous l;n call sleeping ears sleep-

:gu, ﬂ:lltl'l I'm.ur off.”
ecause It isn't the cars that sleepers,
but _.It‘ll:etpeopl!:e who occupy them.' e

at's where you're 'way off. Evidently
never tried to sleep In one.'’ - e

In a Berlin insane asylum is a patient,

sald, whose hair changes pr;lul l‘:"ittlli

her temperature. When ehe 13 cool and quiet
1s rest-

her hair is a light yellow, but wh
less and excited 11;’1:01:0::{- gu'hrnr.h.n e

I_n!d:umd bgj 1 ??t Minneapolis physiolans
can adjus youreslf to fit D g
Worn by thousands. Write for frees Tm

“'Hernia.”” Elastic Hoslery, Obesity Belts and
Elastle, Goods to order. frudy nttegmt.

Crolius Trass Be. iinicas, pux
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ALWAYS TIRED

That never rested feeling—

Tired all day—and all night, too—worse in the morning
than in the evening—

Most times it’s the kidneys’ fault—Kidneys are sick—
Poisons-are being carried all through the system—
Backache is the cry for help—the cry of the sick Kidneys—

DOAN’S KIDNLEY PILLS

make matters ri'ght quickly—cure every kind of Kidney -
ill—backache, urinary trouble, diabetes— Proof?
Plenty of it right here—

Minneapolis People Say So

Men and women who have been cured—jyou can’t doubt
testimony like this—

Mrs. J. Stolz, of 2803 Third Street N., says:
‘‘An advertisement about Doan’s I&idney
Pills led me to go to the Voegeli Bros.” Drug
Company, Minneapolis, and procure a box
for my son, who had considerable trouble
from pains in the back. The treatment
greatly benefited him, and his getting such
uick relief is proof of the great value of

is medicine.”’

box—Foster=-Milburn Co., Buffalo, N. Y.
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A MAGNATE, MARGARET ENEW,

New York Sun. Harvard Lampocon.
‘“‘Is he rich 7"’ ““Margaret, I think ¥ h 1f b
“Rich? ¥, he's so rich he daren't look Ektars vath Moo

going so much to the theaters with Mr. Jones."

‘‘No, mother. On the contrary, I'm making
mysel? very dear."”

twice at a girl for fear she'll bring a breach of
promise suit.”

: = >,
SfFname made famous
by Dickens.
Swhiske ‘made famous
through Merit,
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