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The Performance Altogether Pleasant if Done
at the Right Time of Year :

THE ARCTIC CIRC

triet which h2d turned out a great deal|river with some frelght which they
of gold befure the Klondike was discov-| were carrylng for other people, she
ered, and from which occurred the first|opened a restaurant in a -tent

A Case of Square Dealing—Art of

Some Men and Women Who Do Things in the ‘Arctic—A Plucky
School Mistress—The “Malamate and the Huskie”—The Treacher-

ous Yukon Flats.

Staking a Claim in the Klondike—

northern military post.
slats of one company of regulars,

F you are ordinarl-
Iy business-like and

careful in your
financial transac-
tions, you at least

glance at the change
when it 1s handed
back to you, Jjust
to see that there lIs
no mistake. I saw
a man make a pur-
chase in a Dawson
store, pull a leather
poke out of his
pocket and hand it
to the clerk, He
then turned saround
and engaged in con-
versation with another man. Presently
his poke was handed back to him, to-
gether with a number of articles he
had purchased, and he left the store.
He had paid for his purchases in gold
dust, the amount had been weighed out
by the clerk without any attention belng
paid to the operation by the purchaser,
and when he departed he had no means of
knowing, unless he had welghed his gold
before he entered the store, whether the
right amount had been taken out.

I asked the storekeeper if all his cus-
tomers had as much faith in his honesty
as this ones appeared to have; whether
they were all in the habit of handing over
thelr dust pokes for him to take what he
wanted.

““He knows well enough,’” saild the mer-
chant, *“that I could not afford to cheat
him. We trust one another in this coun-
try—more, probably, than you do in the
states, In the early davs we had to, and
woe to the man who betrayed a trust.
Thers Is nothing so utterly unpardonable
in a mining camp as a deal that isn't
square, and in the early days a man who
was not square did not last long."”

The use of gold dust in the ordinary
transactions of trade has pretty nearly
gone out of vogue now, however, not only
in Dawson, but In the surrounding min-
ing eamps. Gold dust {s used more on
the Alaska side than In the Yukon, be-
cause the conveniences of converting It
into money are greater on the Canadlan
side than on the American. The commer-
cial companies and some local merchants
who act as brokers, but chiefly the com-
mercial companles and the banks, buy
the gold dust, charging a small commis-
sion in some instances, and export it, pay-
ing the 213 per ecent royalty or export
duty to the government.

EXT to a clean-up, where the virgin

gold Is taken out in the sluice

boxes, the most Iinteresting op-
eration In which this preclous metal
figures is the smelting of the dust
and nuggets Into bars for export.
Our company was Invited to wit-
ness this Interesting operation In the
British Bank of North Amerlca. The
gold Iz reduced in a furnace to llquid

form and turned out into a mold, making
a brick about the size of those ordinarily
used for paving.
about 1,000 troy ounces, or approximately

83 pounds troy welght. The Klondike
gold runs from $15.50 to 317 an ounce,
making the gold brick, welghing 1,000

ounces, worth from 315,600 to $17,000, va-

ryving according to the number of ounces

It contains and the flneness of the gold.
The actual value is determined by chip-
ping off a little plece and assaying It

The brick ls then stamped, 1ts welght and

| the Alaska side only eitizens or those who

Such a brick welghs

width; that is to say, it has the same
frontage lengthwise of the creek as the
creek claim—250 feet, but extends back
in one direction only 1,000 feet.

When a prospector undertakes to stake
a claim he must set two posts, one at the
upper end on the .creek and the other
at the lower end on the creek, on which
he must post the name of the claim, a
description of it, including mention of na-
tural monuments such as trees, or rocks,
or anything else by which it can be identi-
fied; he must state the date of the loca-
tion and glve his own full name. Within
ten days he must file his clalm at the
mining recorder's office, but before any
prospector can file a claim to mining prop-
erty hd must take out a free miner's li-
cense, good for one year, at a cost of $7.50.

O miner can stake more than one
mining clalm on one river, creek or
gulch, altho he may hold any num-

ber of claims by purchase, but he may
stalte clalms on other creeks or gulches
in the same district or on what ls called
a pup. A pup is a small creek or gulch
leading Into a large one.
Every claim holder s required to do
what is called development work on his
claim to the value of at least $200 each
year, or In lleu of the work he may pay
$200 a year to the mining recorder for
three years, after that he must pay $400
each year. He must also have a certifi-
cate annually that his $200 worth of work
has been done or his $200 paid or the
clalm will be canceled In the gold com-
missioner's office.

The regulations for quartz claims and

for copper locations vary somewhat from

those applying to placer claims. For In-
stance, a quartz claim may be 1,500 by

1,500 feet. The annual development work

required is limited to $100 and after five

vears the clalmant may purchase the land
at 31 an acre. Placer claims are really
only leased; the claimant having no title
to the land and being permitted possession
only 8o long as he complies with the above
regulations. Copper locations may he 160
acres in a square block but only one loca-
tlon may be taken within an area of ten
miles, nor is the claimant to a copper
location permitted to mine any other met-
als not mixed with copper, and in no case
may he mine free millilng gold or silver.

These restrictions guard against one

man or a few monopolizing the whole of

a rich mining district. The Dominion laws

are also liberal to aliens in that citizenship

or first steps in naturalization are not
necessary in order to take up a claim. On

have declared thelr intentions to become
cltizens may locate mining claims.
Very complete records are kept in the
gold commissioner’s office in Dawson. It
is possible by these records to determine
at any time the status of any claim just
as It is possible to determine by the ex-
amination of the records whether any
mortgages have been recorded against a
plece of land in Hennepin county. The
contrast between the business-like meth-
ods and the clear and definite informa-
tion obtainable in the gold commissloner's
office in Dawson with respect to mining
property and the miserable tangle Iinto
which titles to mining property have been
brought In Alaska,in the Nome district for
example, is no credit to our American
statesmanship; but that will be changed.
That the business of bookkeeping with
regard to the mining business of the
Klondike country ls conslderable may be
inferred from the fact that during the

Mile.
Mile river, on the tributarles of which,
on the Amerlcan side, is located the cele-
brated Forty Mile mining district, a dls-

stampede to the Klondlke reglon.

ture. With a population of about 250 it

fineness, and Is sent to the mint.
all of the gold sent out of the Klondlke
reglon goes to the mint at Seattle,
is & government mint at Vancouver, but
ships of the regular

as the

Nearly
There

lines from

Skagway run to Seattle, the gold is nearly
all shipped there, so that eventually the
gold output of the Klondike finds its mar-

ket in the United States.

TAKING a clalm In the Klondlke is a
much more exact proposition than on
the Alaskan side under the American
Is about
the only kind of mining carried on in the
Klondike, a creek claim means an area
250 feet up and down the creek and 2,000
This seems to be a case
where the thing described is broader than
The mining laws have been
emended at varlous tlmes so as to change
Prior to
1598, and when the first claims
were staked in that region the claim ran
from the base of the hill on one side of
to the base of the hill on the
other side for a distance of 500 feet up and
down the creek. This was changed April
1, 1898, to 250 feet lengthwise of the creek
and running from rimrock to rimrock on
Two years later the form of a
allowing the
260 feet along the
ereek and 1,000 feet back on each side.
In 1901 the present method was inaugu-
rated, which provides for a claim as al-

laws. In placer mining, which

feet In width.
it 1s long.
the area of a claim materially.

April 1,

the creek

either side,
claim was changed agaln,
claimant to measure

ready described, 2,000 feet by 250 feet; bu

it was found that in laying out clalms
perpendicular to the creek difficulties were
encountered from overlapping by reason
of the slnuosity of the creek, It was there-
fore provided that when gold had been
the government
should survey what is called a base line;
that is to say, a stralght llne, changing
Its direction at exact angles to correspond
with the general directlon of the creek.
This provides for more accurate definl-
tion of claim boundaries by establishing a
base line from which they may be meas-

dlscovered on a creek

u

vear 1902, 10,490 free miner certificates
were issued, showing that many people
were holding claims.
The output of the Klondlke reglon for
the year 1902, according to the controller's
figures, amounted to $13,000,000. This is

vears; whether the estimates for previ-
ous years were correct or not is doubtful,
altho it Is doubtless true that more gold
was produced In '98 and '99 than the ai-
nual output amounts to now. The total
output of the Klondike district to date
Is roughly, tho probably conservatively,
estimated at §100,000,000.

HEN the senatorial party left home
it was arranged that it should make
the trip from Dawson down the

Northern Commercial company.
boat, the “Sarah,” was expected to arrive

or four days in Dawson. The

was hourly+ expected.
word from “‘Sarah.” It was believed, how-
t |her appearance within a day or two, when
Yukon across the American border.

plan was to go down to Eagle, where
also, Is located Fort Egbert,

ward trip.

somewhat less than estimates for previous

Yukon on one of the flne boats of the
This

about the 10th or 12th of July and depart
within twenty-four hours on the down-
ward trip, thus glving the committee three
Sarah
did not arrive on schedule time, and was
eagerly looked for for several days. There
is a telegraph line from Dawson to BEagle,
110 miles down the rlver, and notice hy
wire of the arrival of the Barah at Eagle
The 12th arrived,
and the 13th, and the 14th, and still no

ever, that this boat would certainly make

on the morning of the 14th, we boarded a
local boat for Eagle, the first town on the
The

with the
expectation of continuing the Investiga-
tions with regard to Alaskan matters at
that peoint for a day or two untll the
“Sarah” should arrive at Dawson and re-
turn, taking us on board on her down-

The Yukon from Dawson northwestward
to Eagle, flows thru a succession of hills,
slightly wooded. The only point of inter-

This post is at the mouth of Forty

AGLRE, lying within flve mliles of the
international boundary on the
Amerlcan side, -is a town with a fu-

{n of interest because of the location there

longing to the United States and the most
The garrison con-
quar-
tered in comfortable log houses and bar-
racks and under the command of Captaln
Perkins, who has a company of the
Eighth regiment. Here is found one
of the best demonstratlons of the agricul-
tural possibilities of Alaska, and the gar-
den nearest the pols where important re-
sults havebeen secured. The gardens of the

cabbage, caullflower, lettuce, turnips and
radishes. So far as these products are
concerned, the ability to produce them
successfully on the 65th degree of north
latitude has been demonstrated. Other
vegetables, peas, beans, ete., are also
grown to some extent,

Life at an army post almost under the
Arctic circle, as can readily be imagined,
has its drawbacks, and, indeed, all Alas-
kan military service is counted in the
war department as foreign eervice and
calls for 10 per cent extra pay. There
were three ladies at Fort Egbert, one of
whom expected to leave the post this fall.
There were three children, two girls and
a boy, of whom one girl will leave this |-
fall. Not only is female soclety at the
post limited, but such literature in books
or in the form of periodicals as may be
needed to while away the long nights of
winter, must be provided for during the
summer, when the Yukon boats run.

The malils crossing Alaska from Daw-
son to Nome, which is the route by which
Fort Egbert is supplied in winter, may not
exceed 400 pounds on leaving Dawson.
This means that all the mail for points
along the Yukon, St. Michael and Nome
must be included within that 400 pounds.
The result is that no newspaper mail and
no magazines can be obtained after the
river closes In October until It opens In
June; no mail can be carried except first-
class mall, paying letter postage. Frilends
outside sometimes send clippings from
newspapers to their friends ‘‘on the in-
side' wunder letter postage, but such
packages must not be large enough to ex-
cite the suspicion of the mail carrier or
they will probably be left behind till
spring, as the regular letter mail often
exceeds 400 pounds. The excess must
always walt until the next tlme, even if
it should be a letter from home to some
weary, homesick soul; and the next time
is the next month, as the mail crosses

8enator Burnham.
THE SENATORIAL PARTY LOOKS PLEASANT A8 THEY CROSS THE ARTIC CORCLE.

Alaska to Nome but once a month. Eagle,
however, is not without its soclal life.
It has two churches and these societies
indulge in church soclals, in musicales
and resort to such other devices of culti-
vating the soclal nature and filling the
contribution box as are common in other
communities.

HE feminine population affords some

fine examples of enterprise and

pluck. The hotel which sheltered
our party was conducted by a young lady
who had been a school teacher in the
state of Washington, but has found Alas-
ka a more profitable fleld for the exerclse
of her energy and talents. She was in
, | Sheep Camp on Chileoot Pass with two of
her brothers in the winter of '98 and '89
when the great snowslide occurred which
buried eighty-nine men who were strug-
.| gling up the mountain side. Her brothers
helped to shovel out the victims. A llttle
later she crossed over the ‘same trail,
helped her brothers build a boat on Lake
Linderman and floated with them down
the Yukon to Dawson in the spring of 89,
the same indomitable spirit. This trip,
she says, was a picnie.

‘possessions aboard and thmselves com-

the creek claim, is only 1,000 feet

e

red.
A hill claim, that is one lying up above
In

est Is a trading station occupled by both
the great trading companies, called Forty

coast range to the mouth of the Klondike.
Stopping only two days in Dawson, she
arrived in Eagle on the 1st of July, 1899,
and while her brothers went on down the

and made it pay. Bhe soon had a chance
to go Into the hotel business, has been
appointed postmistress,
employment so profitable, and is =mo well
content In her northern home,
schoolroom in the
abandoned for Alaska has no attractions
of the most northern customs house be- |for her now.

never occurs to her that her lot is a hard
one in any particular.
and useful, respected and happy, which
goes to show that these do not depend
wholly on environment. She has only been
“outside’” once since she came to Alaska
and then in obedience to fillal duty. Her
parents live on a little farm near Seattle
which her savings bought for them. Her
piano and her small but well selected
post produce large quantities of potatoes,|library suggest what is confirmed by a few
minutes’ conversation, that the little post-
mistress of Eagle Is & woman of culture
and a womanly woman, with all her com-
mercial ambitions and abilities.
vou find that here in the heart of the
northern snow flelds the women of Alaska
rise superior to their
whelming surroundings, and tho impris-
oned bevond the possibility
from October to June they bear
share of the burden of isolation with most
admirable courage and cheerfulness.

inspector of customs, who was on an of-
ficial tour.
When the history of that country lIs writ-

of bravery, self-sacrifice and devotion to
duty than that which recites the story of

reference can be made to it here, and if
the details were obtalned only from the
lips of Mr. Jarvis, the narrative would be

the

Senator Nelson.

She was accompanied by a girl friend of
With all their

fortably housed under a tent erected on
a flatboat, they had a jolly time floating
with the current from the slopes of the

and finda Ther

that the

states which, she

Cheery, energetic and independent, it

She is prosperous

And so

seemingly over-
of escaps
thelr

MONG our fellow passengers on the
boat from Dawson to Eagle was
Captaln D. H. Jarvis, United States

Mr. Jarvis is Alaska's hero.

ten, no page, from the beginning until
now, will glow with a brighter example

the relief expedition to Point Barrow in
the winter of 1897 and '98. Only brief

meager enough in that embellishment
which the reeital of thrilling personal ad-
venture contrlibutes. Mr. Jarvis, however,
is of the kind of man of whom heroes are
usually made—modest, qulet, never direct-
ing attention to himself and reluctant to
converse on the subject of his own ex-
ploits, It would be difficult, indeed, to
gain from him In conversation any ade-
quate conception of the brave work which,
he did. In the fall of ’97 eight whaling
ships were caught in the Ice off the
northeastern shore of Alaska in the Arctic
ocean. Some of them were badly broken
up by the . lce, but the men
managed to reach Polnt Barrow,
most northern settlement un-

ease. The story of this remarkable ex-
pedition into the very heart of the arctic
region in the dead of winter, has been
told by Mr. Jarvis in an official report
with a degree of modesty which is elo-
guent of the courage and resolution and
tact required not only to face the terrors
of the journey across the snow fields of
the mnorth, but to assert and malintain
complete mastery over the crazed and
mutinous and desperate men who consti-
tuted the crews of the Imprisoned whalers.
Indeed, it was not facing the blizzards
on the bleak shores of the Arctic ocean,
the long stretches of weary tramping over
the ice and snow, with not & human habi-
tation for hundreds of miles, not even an
Indian igloo in which to find shelter—it
was not the toil and suffering of that
weary struggle for 1,800 miles in mlid-
winter that required nerve and courage
so much as the assertion and malintenance
of that absolute authority In the be-
leagured camp after the relief expedition
reached there. Yet the small, spare, low-
voiced, slow-speaking, modest but reso-
lute man, to whom the people of Alaska

der the American flag. They were

fenator Dillingham.

without supplles sufficlent to carry them
thru the winter, and It was feared that
they would all perish of cold and hunger.
News of thelr desperate plight reached
the states about the 1st of December. The
government at Washington saw the neces-
sity of sending relief, but how to get it
to them was the apparently unsolvable
problem, and who should lead the expedl-
tion was a no less difficult question. Cap-
tain Jarvis, then a lleutenant of the
United States revenue cutter service, was
in the states on leave and at the bedside
of his slck wife In Massachusetts. Her
conditlon was serious. The government
asked him if he would go. He looked at
his sick wife and sald no. The chances
were 50 desperate that the relief expedi-
tion itself could not reach Point Barrow
that the government did not like to order
any one to make the attempt, but began
to look for volunteers. Seeing the atti-
tude of the government, and Impressed
with the belief that it was his duty, as,
perhaps, the one best qualified to lead this
expedition, Mr. Jarvis tendered his serv-
ices, bade good-by to his family and raced
with all speed across the continent to
Seattle, where the revenue Cutter Bear
had been ordered by telegraph to be ready
and provisioned for the expedition.

APTAIN JARVIS had already sub-

mitted to the government a plan by
,which the rellef needed could reach
the imprisoned sailors. He proposed to go
as far north in the Bear as it was pos-
sible, then take to the Ice with dogs and
go to the nearest reindeer stations on
the Seward peninsula. Domestle rein-
deer had been imported from Siberia sev-
eral years before and several reindeer
statlons or ranchs had already been estab-
lished. From these stations he planned
to take reindeer across the country to
Point Barrow. The Bear passed thru the
Aleutian chain at Dutch harbor, turned
northeast and sought the most northerly
limit of the open water on the west coast
of Alaska. This point was reached at
the village of Tanunuk, near Cape Van-
couver, on Nelson Island, where Captain
Jarvis disembarked at an Indian village,
accompanied by Dr. 8. J. Call and Lieu-
tenant E. P. Bertholf. They proceeded
north by the ald of Indians with dog
teams to St. Michael and thence to the
reindeer station on Golovin bay. Here
and at other reindeer stations In that
part of Alaska a herd of 400 reindeer un-
der the care of W. T. Lopp, superintend-
ent of the Teller reindeer station, was
collected and sent forward to Point Bar-
Tow.

These imprisoned whalers had practi-
cally given up, and, while not yet out of
food, were dolng mnothing to preserve
their own health. Mr, Jarvis, supported
by his three assistants, asserted the au-
thority of the government and took charge
of all of the supplies on hand, measured
out the rations, provided ‘fresh reindeer
meat, compelled the men to take daily
exercise, and, in short, brought them
thru to the breaking up of the ice in July,
undoubtedly saving the lives of hundreds

all take off their hats when they address

Col. Bamsdell.

Senntor Pattersom.

Captain D. H. Jarvls, is the man whom
the government selected for that desper-
ate errand, and made no mistake in the
cholce.
Rellef came on the 26th of July, when
the ice pack in the arctic ocean broke up
as far north as Point Barrow. It was
then that Captaln Jarvis learned that
there had been a war with Spain, that it
was all over, and that he had had no
chance to get in. This is the only thing
in connection with the expedition about
which he can be induced to express any
CONCern.

HERE was another Alaska hero on
board the Bailey going down from
Dawson to Eagle. ‘There is no

man in Dawson who has more friends and

who is really regarded with more good
will by the people of that city than Ben

Downing, the veteran malil carrier of the

Yukon. Ben Downing was carrying the

royal malil from Dawson to Eagle. His

engagement by the British government In
this service is a testimonial to the in-
gratitude of repub-
lles and may Indi-
cate a higher appre-
clation of faithful
public service on the
part of our neigh-
bors of the British
emplire. Four or
flve years ago Down-
f ing left off “broncho
busting and “cow
punching” In Ari-
| zona and jolned the

j stampede to the

north. He did not

strike anything very
rich at the beginning
and soon found him-
self engaged as gov-
ernment mall ecar-
rler on the long
route between Daw-
son and Nome. It
was his business to
meake the run from
Dawsondown the Yu-
kon to the mouth of the Tanana, a dis-
tance of nearly 900 miles. The traversing
of this long and weary route in the dead
of an Arctic winter was the agreeable
task assigned to Mr. Downing, but he
enjoyed it; he had his dogs and his sled
and he could run forty miles a day or
more after his fleet-footed and tireless

“huskies” and ‘“malamutes.” The route

was lald with roadhouses at the end of

of each day's journey in which Downing
and his dogs housed themselves at night.

It was on one of these long runs when
nearing Eagle on hils eastward trip he
ran into a hole in the ice in the Yukon.

His dogs saw the danger in time to sheer

off; the sled toppled partly into the water,

into which Downing, running behind, fell.

His dogs seelng him in distress were In-

clined to turn and come to him, but by

urging them on they pulled the sled and
their master to where he could ralse
himself out of the water onto the Ice,

BEN DOWNING.

FRONT STREET IN EAGLE, ALASKA.

He was several miles from a house
where he could find warmth and shelter,
and a less resolute man would have
frozen stiff in a féw minutes. He urged
his dogs with all his might and ran at the
top of his speed, knowing that his life
depended upon his utmost exertion. The
temperature was 60 below; his clothes
froze so stiff as to impede his running,
but still he struggled on. Finally reach-
ing the roadhouse, he dashed within, and
called for help. His clothing was cut
from him as rapidly as possible. His face
and nose and ears were badly frozen, and
his feet were almost solid. In a short
time he was dressed in dry and warm
clothing and with his blistered and swol-
len feet prepared as best he could for the
journey, he refused the urgent appeal
of the keeper of the roadhouse to remain,
but insisted on pressing on to Dawson,
nearly 100 miles farther that he might
deliver the mail on time. The mail was
delivered on time, but this last stage of
his journey, it is needless to say, was
‘accomplished only with Intense suffering
and by the exercise of a powerful will
They say in Dawson that as he hobbled
into the postoffce there his footsteps
were marked with blood.

His mall delivered, he was taken at
once to a hospital and the doctors de-
clded that his feet were so badly frozen
it would be necessary to amputate them.
Downing heard this conclusion announced
and quietly asked that someone hand
him hls revolver. They hesitated lest he
might be contemplating suicide, but when
he assured them that he had no such in-
tentlon, they gave It to him. He put it
under his plllow, and lay down. *“Now,
sald he, “go ahead and fix up them feet
the best you can, but let me tell you that
it I wake up and filnd you fellows have
cut them off I am golng to shoot the man
that did It. Them feet and me are going
together; If I live I have use for them;
if I can't have them I don't want to live.
Now, go ahead.” The result was that
the ends of several of his toes were
trimmed off and the old mail carrier is
not quite as agile as he used to be. But
he walks comfortably on two feet, a
really splendid fellow and a monument
to grit, nerve and endurance, expended
in carrylng out what he belleved to be
his duty as a public servant. What a
pity there are not more like Tiim! The
Ingratitude of republics came in when
Downing, owing to the fact that he could
not get the mall
while he was laid up in the hospital as
it was carried before, lost his contract
with the United States postal authorities;
the higher appreciation of the Dominion
government rewarded him with a con-
tract to carry the royal maill between
Bagle and Dawson.

DOWNING is an authority on dogs. He

has a corral near Dawson where he
has a hundred or more of these
faithful animals which he uses in his mail |
carrying business in winter. There are
two kinds of dogs common in Alaska—the

“huskles” and their cross-breeds from
the Mackenzle river country—those
stocky, gray fellows, with thelr short,
erect ears and close, thick coat,

intelligent and handsome—and the “mal-
amute,” an Alaska Indian dog crossed
with the wolf and resembling the wolf a
good deal In shape and size, a shaggy,
brownish-gray fellow, friendly and tract-
able and a perfect slave, These animals
are grossly abused by the Indians; they
haul thelr sledges all day to be rewarded
at night with a plece of frozen dog-sal-
mon and a chance to curl up in the snow
to sleep. With such treatment the dog
gets the reputation of not being an af-
fectionate creature. Downing's dogs have
warm, comfortable shelter whenever they
reach & road house; when he is com-
pelled to camp by the roadside, as some-
times happens, they share his tent, curl
up around him and protect him with the
warmth of their own bodies and whenever

demonstrations of delight. “Don't tell
me,"” said Downing, “that these fellows
are not affectionate, I wish some good
woman would take a notion some day to
gke mﬁ half as much as they do.” If she
oes she will have t £

ke Fomg i o 0 tell him; Ben is too
Altho of a kindly disposition
human-kind these brutespare orte;m:{;rr-g
quarrelsome among themselves and it is
invariably the rule that when a fight be-
gins there is no sympathy for the under-
dog among the rest of the pack. On the
contrary, the poor fellow who is getting

the rest and literally torn to pleces,
Don’'t think I overestimate the dog
He is one of the institutions in Alaska.
He, as a judge on the bench recently
sald in an Alaska case, *Is one of the
most Important factors in the develop-
ment of his country.” What the ox
was to the pioneer of the Wabash val-
ley, what the horse is to the ranchman
of the plains, what the camel is to the
denizen of the desert and more, what the
elephant 1s to Indla and*many times more
is the dog to the miner and prospector
of Alaska, and will be till the United
States government manifests as much in-
terest in Alaska as Canada does in Yukon
territoly and bullds roads over which
freight may be hauled in wagons.

that isn’'t worth $25 and one team of five
was gold In Dawson for $2,500.

a future.

sound, at the head of Prince
sound, and the other Is Eagle,
Yukon.

and on this trail

between Valdez and Eagle. A

projected over this route.
will be built,

from which he emerged without cap and

who were fast yielding to despair and dis-

mittens and drenched from head to foot.

carrled as promptly

| channel.

he enters the corral they are wild in their |

the worst of it is likely to be beset by all |

Undar
the present conditions {t's a poor dog

AGLE, I have sald, is a town with
E There are two towns in
Alaska, 400 miles apart, which are
longing for the day when-a railroad wiii
connect them; one Is Valdez on the south
William
on the
In 1899 the government under-
took to build a road from Valdez to
Eagle and did expend considerable money
bridging streams and laying out a trail
thru the forests and over the mountains,
the mall is carried
BOoV-
ernment telegraph line follows this trail
from Valdez to Eagle and a railroad 1s
Some day it
How soon no one can tell.

Iy benefit Valdez; a wagon road all cf
the way would be of immense valu: to
Eagle, but of more immediate importancs
to Eagle would be a system of roads
extending south and west, twenty-five to
fifty miles, into the Forty-Mile mining
distriet. This district is on the Ameri-
can side and naturally tributary to Eagle,
an American town, but owing to the fact
that the Yukon government has already
constructed a road frora Dawson t3 the
beundary line near the Forty-Mile éis-
trict. the trade goes to Dawson, becauss
supplies can be transported so much
cheaper over the Dawson rcad than they
ecan be carried over the miserable ‘rails
reaching back from Eagle.

The senatorial party arrived at Fagle
on Wednesday, the 15th. Here, as at
Dawson, the stretches of the river below
were scanned eagerly with fleld glassas
every day for a glimpse of the “Sarah.”
Four days passed and yet no sign of the
missing boat. It happened, however, that
the Unlited States army transport, “‘Jef-
ferson C. Davis,” In charge of Lleutenant
Kalde, was lying at Eagle waiting orders
to proceed to Dawson to convey General
Funston down the river on his tour of
inspection of the Alaskan military posts.
Inasmuch as General Funston would not
need the transport untll the first of Au-
gust, arrangements were made to have it
convey our company to Rampart, 450 miles
further down the river, where Judge
Wickersham of the central division wasa
holding court, where there would be op-
portunity to see men from all parts of
central Alaska 'and where it was hoped
some boat might be found in which to
continue the journey.

rlver here maintains about the
same characteristics heretofore
noted. It grows wider and carries a
larger volume of water, but Is confined
within reasonable limits for the next 100
miles. At 11 o'clock at night we sighted
the town of Circle, once a place of con-
siderable importance, and altho it was
nearly midnight when we arrived, the
leading men of the place presented them-
selves to offer any courtesies which the
senatorial party might be pleased to ac-
cept. Among the objects of Interest ex-
hibited here was a fleld of oats nearly ar-
rived at the heading-out stage, not a very
heavy growth, but still of good color and
not unpromising. Experlence 1s, how-
ever, that this crop cannot be successfully
ripened in that country and Is valuable
only as forage. The midnight was so
light that the vislt to Circle was made
without any inconvenience on account of
the time of day.

A short distance below Circle City the
river begins to spread out and at the
widest point it is probably twenty miles
in width. Navigation thru these Yukon
flats is attended with great difficulty. The
stream Is necessarily shallow, being
spread over so wide an area, and it keeps
the navigators guessing to follow the
The channel shifts continually
and while it may be in one place at one
time a month later or next year it may be
miles away, There are no buoys or bea-
cons and the pilots. who are -often Indlans,
read the water and tell by the appearance
where to go, altho the boiling, muddy flood
looks about the same everywhere to the
inexpervienced eyes.

The next morning after leaving Circle
we were called early that we might all
see a large, handsome river steamer lying
on a sandbar at one side of the channel.
On her pilot house we read the name
“Sarah.” We learned latter that she had
been on the sandbar for three days al-
ready and her situation indicated that it
would probably be as many more
before she could escape, and it was. She
reached Dawson, however, about a week
later, and from there was sent out the re-
port which gave the false impression that
our senatorial party was stranded for a
week on a sandbar in the Yukon. We
were delayed by the misfortune of the
| “Sarah,” but we never boarded that hand-
some steamer and never saw her again.

WE left Eagle Saturday at noon. Tha

BOUT 11 o'clock of Sunday, July 19,
we crossed the Arctic circle, and
the whole party llned up on the

unrer dack for a photograph taken with-
in the frigid zone. Everybody tried hard
to imagine what it meant to cross the
Arctic circle and stand within the realm
supposed to be #iven up to prrpctual
jce and snow, but it was a harl thing fo
do. There were no shivers running down
our bacxs, no frost in the alr as we
breatized, no rubbing of noses and ears,
kut rather ~he balmy air of a bright Oc-
tober dey in Minnesota. It was at noon
of such a day when we touched at Fort
Yukon. an abandoned mlilitary post, about
aix miles north of the Arctic circle, and
the most northerly point on the Yukon
“iyver. At one time it was important ir
the fur trede, and the old buildings of the
trading post are still standing, but the
fur businese has disappeared and hes
left cnly a small Indlan village. The
decline of the fi- trade under th2 eruul
gume lews of Aliska. which rob the In-
dian cf 1 market for his furs at the sca-
snn when they are most marketabia has
left ihese people without any means of
support adequate to their necessities. Re-
ligiouas excrelzes were in progress in the
log cabin near the landing, a lay reader,
a full-blooded Athabaskan, conducting the
service. Indlan oratory as exemplified by
William Loola is anything but dramatle
and vociferous. In a quiet and devout
manner he read the lessons of the day
and led his fellow parishioners thru the
Episcopal service, winding up with a
hymn, and all, of course, in the In-
dian language. The missionary was not
at home; he was on the “Sarah,” bound
for Dawson, for which he had started
three days before, but towards which
he had made but little progress. His
wife and children, two small boys, with
the trader's family, were the only white
people in this settlement.

The remainder of the day was spent
on a monotonous waste of the Yukon flats,
The next morning, Monday, July 20, we
arrived at the village of Rampart, which
was to be our ablding place for the next
three days, altho we had not planned so
long a stay. How we finally escaped to the

Valdez is living in hope .of this road.

A
wagnn road psrt of the way would great-

sea must be told next week.
—J. 8. McLain.




