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TH E quest ion, "Shal l a wife h a v e 
a s e p a r a t e a l lowance of h e r 
o w n ? " m u s t Invariably be 

( . answered by a man , by each 
w o m a n ' s husband . Hi s is t h e 

las t voice, t h e final word on the s u b 
jec t (no t a too c o m m o n event in m a r 
r ied l i fe) , a n d all theor ies p ro or con 
m u s t van i sh before his s imple "yes" or 
" n o . " 

So an opinion on t h a t a l l - impor t an t 
t h e m e will p e r h a p s be m o r e a u t h o r 
i ta t ive coming from a m a n (a h u s 
band , too, of course . ) t h a n f rom a 
w o m a n . I t is p e r h a p s t h e only subjec t 
connec ted wi th m a r r i a g e on which 
w o m a n ' s t es t imony is no t far m o r e 
va luab le t h a n is " m e r e m a n ' s . " 

A n d — a s a " m e r e m a n " — a s a h u s 
b a n d — a s a f a t h e r — a s a person of av
e r a g e c o m m o n sense ( I hope ) and 
hones ty , I say mos t unhes i t a t ing ly : 

" E v e r y wife should have h e r own 
p o c k e t money ." 

And. I m a y add, if she is a good 
wife, she e a r n s h e r a l lowance, no 
m a t t e r how la rge it m a y be. F o r t h e 
a v e r a g e housekeepe r a n d h o m e m a k e r 
does w o r k t h a t comes u n d e r the h e a d 
of "ski l led l abor" of t he most skilful 
k i n d a n d keeps it u p daily for a t e r m 
of h o u r s t h a t would cause h e r expul
s ion f rom any labor un ion u n d e r t h e 
sun. F o r a m a n to expect to ge t such 
service a n d to pay for it mere ly by 
food, lodging and clothes, is r emin i s 
cen t of t h e f amous exchange co lumn 
I t em: 
JOB, EXCHANGE—ONE CANCELED 2-OENT 

stamp. In perfectly good condition, for a dla-
i mond tiara, a 24-foot catboat or a corner 
, lot. 

Men don ' t real ize w h a t a n u n h e a r d -
of good b a r g a i n a real ly good wife is. 
F o r t h e s ame a m o u n t of work (no t 
d o n e half a s wel l ) any paid house 
k e e p e r would expect boa rd and lodg
ing a n d a t least $30 a m o n t h . W h y 
g r u d g e your wife the s a m e s u m ? 

A girl of my acqua in t ance was m a r 
r i ed a few m o n t h s ago. On the r e t u r n 
f rom t h e honeymoon she h a d the ensu-
l ing lit t le business t a lk wi th h e r h u s -
' b a n d : 

" B y the way, dea r , " she began, "you 
k n o w I 'm to keep t h e house in order , 
m a n a g e the servants , p lan the meals , 
e n t e r t a i n y o u r guests , keep your 
c lo thes in good condi t ion and do a few 
h u n d r e d more t a sks of t h e s ame t r i 
fling order . W h a t do I get ou t of all 
t h i s ? " 

T h e surpr i sed benedick began to 
m u m b l e fond no th ings concern ing a 
l i fe- long devotion, t he love of a good 
m a n , etc . B u t she cu t h i m shor t . 

" F o r all t h a t , " she said; " I m a k e 
full r e t u r n in kind. B u t w h a t do I 
ge t for be ing your housekeepe r and 
gene ra l s u p e r v i s o r ? " 

"You get a good h o m e , " h e r e 
to r t ed , a l i t t le net t led , "and I will see 
t h a t you have a s good c lothes a s any 
w o m a n you know, a n d — " 

"Dear , " she in t e r rup ted , "several 
t h o u s a n d people used to w o r k for jus t 
those wages u p to forty yea r s ago. 
Only t hey were called slaves. And 
t h e coun t ry showed i ts d i sapprova l 
of such p a y m e n t by abol i sh ing t h a t 
fo rm of s lavery a n d by dec la r ing Jt 
i l legal. You cou ldn ' t get any one on 
e a r t h to -day to w o r k for you for 
boa rd and c lo thes wages . W h y do 
you t ry to force your wife t o ? " 

W h e r e a t , be ing a t h e a r t a sane 
m a n , h e began to see light. And 
since t h e n they a re h a p p y ; she p rov
ing to be a model housekeepe r a n d 
far m o r e t h a n e a r n i n g t h e h a n d s o m e 
a l lowance he gives her . 

* * * * * 
Persona l ly , I began m a r r i e d life 

w i t h t h e a l lowance idea. My wife a n d 
3 h a v e s e p a r a t e b a n k accounts . I 
h a v e no idea w h a t sum of money she 
h a s in bank, nor is it any affair of 
m i n e . My sole affair is to see t h a t 
&he a lways receives h e r j u s t a l low
ance a n d t h a t she shal l be spa red t h e 
humi l i a t i on of hav ing to ask me for 
t h e m o n e y t h a t is r igh t ly he r s . 

', F o r w o m e n a re no t like m e n in th i s 
* m a t t e r of a s k i n g for money. If a 
m a n is b r o k e he seldom h a s any vast 
hes i t a t ion in " t ouch ing" his bes t fr iend 
for t h e w h e r e w i t h a l to t ide over the 
difficulty. The flush of s h a m e does 
n o t m o u n t to h i s brow to a n y ex ten t 
a s h e b r e a t h e s the p lea : 

!$10 t i l l S a t u r d a y ? " 
•' B u t w i th w o m e n it is different. They 
h a t e to ask the i r h u s b a n d s for money. 
A t leas t t he best of t h e m do. They 
don ' t seem t o real ize t h a t the h u s 
b a n d ' s vow, "Wi th all my world ly 

fgoods I thee endow," m a k e s h is money 
' a s m u c h the i r s as his. If they could 
jbe b r o u g h t to realize tha t , t he re would 
rbe far fewer hea r t eaches . B u t since, 
^apparent ly, they canno t b r ing t h e m 
selves to t h a t wise f r ame of mind, I 
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t h ink h u s b a n d s should save t h e m e m 
b a r r a s s m e n t by m a k i n g t h e m a r egu 
lar weekly or m o n t h l y a l lowance . 

Le t t h e sum be sufficient to pay for 
c lothes a n d for the count less li t t le ex
t ras so dear to t h e feminine h e a r t . 
T h e r e is no need for a m a n to impov
erish himself in o r d e r to do this. A 
common sense ta lk Before m a r r i a g e 
should inform h i m as to h o w m u c h 
(or how li t t le) h i s fu ture wife needs 
for spend ing money, c lothing, etc. If 
he can mee t t he d e m a n d he should 
do so. If not, let h i m figure ou t h o w 
m u c h of his sa la ry h e can afford to 
give h e r as a l lowance ; a n d if she is 
the r i gh t so r t of gir l she will usual ly 
m a k e i t suffice. 

Of course ' t h e r e a r e w o m e n whose 
one joy in life is to spend the i r h u s 
band ' s money recklessly. T h e r e m u s t 
be. T h e comic p a p e r s a n d the b a c h 
elors say so. B u t t h e r e a r e also men 
m e a n enough to g rudge dal ly b read 
to the i r wives-. E v e r y - d a y observa
t ion tells us t ha t . So t h e ave rage Is 
p robab ly qui te a s m u c h to one sex a s 
to t h e o ther . 

Many a m a n w h o b r a n d s his wife as 
e x t r a v a g a n t would "fall d e a d " if she 
spen t as m u c h on he r a m u s e m e n t s as 
he spends on his. 

M a n y a m a n g r u m b l e s t h a t h i s wife 
h a s no idea of t h e va lue of money . 
W h e n I h e a r a m a n say ' t ha t so r t of 
t h ing I m e n t a l l y expla in h is wife 's 
ignorance of m o n e y va lues on the 
g round t h a t she never h a s a n y money 
to expe r imen t on. 

* * * * * 
I once k n o w a m a n whose wife lived 

on b o a r d - a n d - c l o t h e s wages . H e w a s 
suddenly cal led ou t of town a n d left 
h e r $100 w i t h wh ich to m a n a g e the 
house in his absence . I n joy a t hav ing 
such an e n o r m o u s s u m to hand le , she 
r u s h e d ou t a n d spen t 20 cents—yes, 
twenty* whole cen t s—on chocola tes . 
•I'he h u s b a n d r e t u r n e d unexpec ted ly 
t h e s a m e n igh t a n d d e m a n d e d the 
money h e h a d left w i th her . S h a m e 
facedly a n d t r e m b l i n g she h a n d e d h i m 
$99.80, a n d fa l te red out t h e te r r ib le 
t r u t h a s to the miss ing 20 cents . -

" J u s t l ike a w o m a n ! " sneered h e r 
lord a n d mas t e r . "The bes t of t h e m 
can ' t be t ru s t ed to h a n d l e cash . " 

W h e n a m a n dies a n d leaves his for
t u n e to h i s wife, smal l w o n d e r she so 
often s q u a n d e r s it. H a d she h a n d l e d 
it m o r e freely in i ts col lec tor ' s life
t i m e she would dispense it m o r e wise
ly a f te r h i s dea th . 

F r o m t h e bo t t om of m y h e a r t I feel 
a deep p i ty for t h e ave rage m a r r i e d 
w o m a n . She e a r n s h e r money as nobly 
a n d a s comple te ly a s does a n y day 
laborer . She keeps a m a n ' s house , 
r e a r s h i s chi ldren , m a k e s h i s life 
happy . And for th i s she receives no 
pecun ia ry compensa t ion beyond a n in
adequa t e a m o u n t of money, too often 
ungrac ious ly given. Surely a h i g h 
pr ice to pay for t h e pr ivi lege of wr i t 
ing "Mrs . " before h e r n a m e ! 

An a l l owance—a l ibera l a l lowance— 
ungrudg ing ly bes towed—is t h e solu
t ion to m o r e domest ic difficulties t h a n 
th is world d r e a m s of. 
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TALE OF,,ABOOKWORM WHO FOUND A CHANGE OF DIEX 
-BY BILLY BURGUNDY-

Copyright , 1908, b y Steve Floyd, N. Y. 

Once upon a t i m e t h e r e was a m a n 
whose lpng sui t was knowledge . Hi s 
n a m e was Kelsey K e m p s t o n Kante l l . 

Kelsey wore m o r e c h a r a c t e r s on the 
end of his n a m e t h a n a ra i l road offi
cial, and h e h a d a per fec t r i g h t to 
do it, for h e was g r a d u a t e d from 
every th ing f rom g r a m m a r school to 
He ide lbe rg universi ty, wh ich is m o r e 
t h a n can be sa id of a G. P . A. & T. M. 

could classify a flower by i ts odor, a 
fish by i ts bite, .or a bird by i ts tail 
fea thers . 

Kelsey k n e w Wil l iam Shakspe re by 
hea r t , R i c h a r d H a r d i n g Davis by s ight 
and Mary MacLane by r epu ta t ion . 
F a c t is, he k n e w every th ing except t he 
c u r r e n t b r a n d of w o m a n . 

Kelsey; h a d every th ing except a wife, 
a n d w h e n t,he women got wise to t h a t 
fact they; bai ted the i r hooks for h im 
and m a d e no 'bor ies of -it,.,- They or% 

»*K! - -

IF YOU DO NOT KNOW 
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW 

T H A T — 
Cuba h a s $4,000,000 in h e r t r ea s 

ury, or, in o the r words , h e r r evenues 
a m o u n t t o $18,800,000 a n d h e r expen
d i tu res to $14,800,000. I n 1899 he r im
por t s exceeded h e r expor t s by $21,-
715,000; t o -day h e r expor t s exceed h e r 
impor t s by $12,000,000. 

I n d i a h a s a popu la t ion of 300,000,-
000 people, a fifth of t h e en t i r e p o p u 
lat ion of t h e world* a n d i t is so dense 
t h a t t he r e a r e 167 persons per squa re 
mi le of t e r r i to ry , whi l s t our own p o p 
u la t ion is only a l i t t le over 25 p e r 
sons per mile . I t pays bount ies for 
t h e des t ruc t ion of d e p r e d a t i n g a n i 
m a l s ; in 1902 it pa id for 4,400 leop
a r d s a n d 1,300 t igers, no t inc lud ing 
those sho t by spo r t smen for spor t ' s 
sake . D u r i n g t h e y e a r 1,046 people 
were ki l led by t igers , one m a n - e a t e r 
be ing credi ted wi th 65 individuals . 
Th i r t y t h o u s a n d ca t t le were kil led by 
t igers a n d a stil l g r e a t e r n u m b e r by 
p a n t h e r s a n d l eopa rds . These a n i 
ma l s a r e also c h a r g e d up wi th 3,700 
h u m a n vic t ims, whi le 24,000 people 
a r e k n o w n to have died f rom t h e ef
fects of. s n a k e bi te . Good place to 
keep a w a y f rom. 

deep down pat . T h e n she would p u t 
t he ca l f -bounds back on the Bhelves 
a n d cook up a scheme to have the 
subject come u p by accident , so t h a t 
Kelsey would t h ink she k n e w j u s t a s 
m u c h a b o u t every th ing else. B u t 
when Kelsey called some th ing a lways 
h a p p e n e d to s teer h im away f rom w h a t 
she h a d been looking up . 

If she tr ied to lead up to bo tany by 
speak ing of v the color of a new ch rys 
a n t h e m u m , she would s t a r t Kelsey 
emi t t ing e lucidat ion abou t t h e p r i m a r y 
colors as seen t h r u the spec t rum, a n d 
how they a r e formed by r ays of l ight 
or o the r r a d i a n t energy in which the 
p a r t s a r e a r r a n g e d accord ing to thei r 
refrangibi l i ty or wave- length , so t h a t 
all of the s a m e wave- leng ths fall t o 
ge ther , whi le those of different wave 
leng ths a re sepa ra t ed f rom each other , 
fo rming a r egu l a r progressive series 
jus t as is seen in the ra inbow. 

Of course, the poor li t t le c r ea tu re 
never for a n ins tan t imagined t h a t 
speak ing of a c h r y s a n t h e m u m would 
lead to such a ho r r id th ing a s a spec

t r u m . And it j u s t m a d e h e r Heart 
a c h e to t h ink t h a t af ter she h a d found 
ou t t h a t a s t ipule is one of* a pa i r of 
usual ly foliaceoua a p p e n d a g e s a t t h e 
base of petiole or ce r ta in leaves, t h a t 
she cou ldn ' t ge t a chance to tell h im 
before she forgot it. 

If' she re fe r red to Kip l ing ' s la tes t 
poem, Ke l sey would shift to t he 
R u b a i y a t of O m a r K h a y y a m , of which 
she h a d never hea rd . If she spoke of 
R e m b r a n d t , Kelsey would drif t in to a 
discussion of t h e perspect ive p lane 
a s appl ied to t h e canvas . E v e r y t ime 
she t r ied to deal a lead she would 
fumble the ca rd s a n d h a n d ou t a mis 
lead. " 

W h e n e v e r a subjec t on wh ich she 
was pa r t i cu la r ly s t rong c a m e up 
some th ing would h a p p e n to change i t 
before she could shoot h e r bolt. 

Such w a s the case wi th every d a m e 
who s tacked t h e ca rds so t h a t she 
could con Kelsey in to - th ink ing she 
was rea l in te l l igent a n d eligible to 
pres ide over t h e aft end of his table . 

Of course , t h e y k n e w it was very 
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n a u g h t y and wicked to p r e t end t o * ~'„' 
k n o w a whole lo t a b o u t t h e awfully "•>£ 
profound things , bu t w h a t else could. ^ 
they do to win a m a n w h o w a s ce r - =* : 

talnly too br i l l iant to ca re for a gir l rlfr^. 
w h o was the least bi t f r ivolous? ' 1% *#• 

Well , to get to the point , w h e r e v e r %*,** 
Kenlsey w e n t the he -ca t che r s t r ied to r " ' 
win h i m ou t by displaying the i r .= ^ 
breakfast- food b rand of intellect , b u t w„ 
the re was no th ing doing. <• « 

One day Kelsey m e t a g iddy l i t t le . -M 
blue-eyed blonde, who could t a l k , * ' . ' 3 

no th ing more abs t ruse than caramels , »<"*• "4 
chiffon and Booth Tark ing ton . '> * -s 
Blondy was an affectionate li t t le t h i n g <- ~.f* 
a n d very becoming to a cozy corner . -<• "-; 
W h e n she g o t Kelsey in to the speak 
easy whe re h u n g guns, swords, > -
shields a n d Ind ian b lankets , she • 
nest led he r cur ly head upon his 
bosom, lifted her wonder ing eyes a n d 
sa id : "Does 00 'uv 00 ' i t t le d u c k y ? " 

Kelsey m u s t have, for he mar r i ed 
he r t he next day. 

Mora l—You cannot fool a gamble r 
wi th loaded dice. » - -
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"KELSEY COULD BEAD SANSCRIT WITH ONE EYE AND GREEK WITH THE OTHER.' 

Kelsey could r e a d Sanscr i t w i t h one 
eye, Greek wi th t h e o ther , wr i te Arab ic 
a n d ta lk L a t i n to b e a t t he pope all a t 
the s a m e t ime . H e could t r ans l a t e t he 
h ieroglyphics on the s tones of Egypt , 
explain w h y magne t i c d i s tu rbances a r e 
indicat ive of t h e a p p r o a c h of t he 
per iod of m a x i m u m sun spots, w h y 
one-half of a seidlitz powder is a lways 
w r a p p e d in b lue p a p e r a n d the o t h e r in 
whi te , a n d w h y h e n s don ' t c row. H e 

ganized deba t ing > contests , bibl io
g raph ica l pa r lo r societies, bugg ing and 
botaniz ing expedi t ions a n d a lot of 
o the r pas t imes ca lcula ted to inveigle 
h i m Into s tepping, unbeknowns t , upon 
the i r flypaper. 

J / h e n e v e r . one of t h e pe t t i coa ted 
t r a p p e r s go t a promise to call f rom 
Kelsey, she would s h u t herself u p in 
the p a r l o r and bury h e r face in t h e 
encyclopaedia unt i l she h a d some th ing 
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454,062 u n m a r r i e d w o m e n .and 517,608 
u n m a r r i e d men . T h e ci ty boas ts of 
two widows u n d e r 15 yea r s of age, 57 
be tween 15 a n d 19, 2,200 be tween 25 
a n d 30, whi le t he widowers of t h a t age 
n u m b e r bu t 569. , F r o m 45, t o 54 t h e r e 
a re 14,492 widows a n d 4;877 : widow
ers, a n d f rom 65 u p t h e r e are s l '4 j527 
widows a n d 5,538 widowers . 

T h e s t r ikes of-
$500,000,000. 

las t y e a r cost u s 

T TP- T O - T H E - M I N U T E 
F A S H I O N S . 

A Daily Hint of Practical Value 
to Journal Readers of the 

Fair Sex. 

T h e fash ion p ic tu re^ g i v e n dai ly in 
t h i s d e p a r t m e n t a r e e jnlnent ly p r a c t i 
cal , a n d t h e g a r m e n t s p i c tu r ed c a n b e 
r e p r o d u c e d easily f rom t h e p a p e r 
p a t t e r n s , w h i c h m a y b e ob ta ined a t 
trifling cost t h r u T h e J o u r n a l . . T h e 
mode l s a r e a l l i n good style, p r e t t y 
a n d or ig ina l h i effect a n d n o t too 
e l a b o r a t e for t h e amb i t i ous a m a t e u r 
t o r e p r o d u c e . 

Chicago h a s 63,396 widows;—of all 
b r ands . H e r excess m a l e popula t ion 
is 63,246, a n d t h e r e a r e only 24,000 
widowers . Widows a n d all t he re a re 

4676 Girl's Box Reefer, 
8 to 14 years. 

Gir l ' s Box fieefer, 4576.- ,r 
Loose coa t s a r e exceedingly s m a r t 

for y o u n g g i r l s a s well as for t h e older 
folk a n d a r e to be c o m m e n d e d f rom 
every poin t of view. They slip o n over 
the gown wi th ease a n d readiness , 
they do no t r u m p l e t h e ' w a i s t worn 
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b e n e a t h a n d they a r e m o r e genera l ly 
becoming to youthfu l figures t h a n a r e 
t h e t i gh t e r ones. The mode l is m a d e 
of d a r k b lue zibeline wi th col lar of 
velvet a n d is s t i tched wi th Corticelli 
silk, bu t all of the r l o a k i n g m a t e r i a l s 
of t h e season a re app rop r i a t e , cheviot, 
c lo th a n d t h e like. 

T h e coat is m a d e <yfith f ron ts a n d 
back a n d is fitted by m e a n s of shou lde r 
a n d u n d e r - a r m seams. T h e f ron ts 
a r e faced a n d tu rned back to form 
lapels wh ich mee t t h e col lar t h a t is 
s eamed to the neck.v The sleeves a r e 
wide a n d ample* below t h e elbows, b u t 
snug above, in conformity wi th t h e 
la tes t fashion, and a r e finished w i t h 
s h a p e d cuffs. 

Tlie quantity of material required foivmedium 
"»1=e (12 years) is 2#, yards 44 inches wide or 
2 yards 52 inches wide. 

The pattern 457G is cut in sizes for girls of 
8, 10, 13 apd 14 years of age. 

I n o rde r ing p a t t e r n fill in t h i s 
coupon?:., 
<»- -<£ 

Size 

P A T T E R N , N O . 

N a m e 

Address 

• - . > ., : — & 
"CAUTION—Be careful to give cor

rec t N u m b e r a n d Size of P a t t e r n s 
wan ted . W h e n t h e p a t t e r n is bus t 
m e a s u r e you need only m a r k 32, 34, 
36 or w h a t e v e r ,it jmay be. W h e n in 
wais t m e a s u r e , &2K 24, 26, or w h a t 
ever it m a y be. W h e n misses ' or 
chi ld ' s pa t t e rn , wr i te only t h e figure 
r ep re sen t ing the age . I t is no t neces
sa ry to wri je " i n c h e s " or "yea r s . " 

P a t t e r n for this, g a r m e n t will be 
sent pos tpa id on receipt of 10 cents . 
B e sure a n d men t ion n u m b e r of p a t 
t e rn . Address 
P A P E R P A T T E R N D E P A R T M E N T , 

-JOURNAL, M I N N E A P O L I S . 

SHOOTING IN THE AKMY. 

Standing, kneel ing, s i t t ing a n d lying 
down a re t h e four posi t ions p r e 
sc r ibed for firing by the a r m y regu la 
tion's. The lying posit ion a lone Is p r e 
scr ibed for the «oo and 1,000-yard 
ranges , whi le a t all t he o ther r a n g e s 
u p t o , 2,000 y a r d s the lying a n d s i t t ing 
posi t ions a re used". At 100 a n d 200 
y a r d s t h e s i t t ing a n d s t and ing posi
t ions a r e prescr ibed. W h e r e v e r the 
s i t t ing posit ion is prescr ibed the knee l 
ing m y be subs t i tu ted , b u t for t he m a 
jor i ty of persons the s i t t ing is by far 
t h e be t t e r posit ion of the two. 

I Married Life as Seen from the Inside. i 

. . M O R A L : 
Nevet* refer to your first husband if you wish to keep peace 

<7if, % / 'A C : in the family. 
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THE MISSING MAN 
By MARY R. P. HATCH, Author of «T/>e Bank Tragefa"}^* ?Z 

Copyright by Lee & Shepard, Boston, Mass. 

C H A P T E R XII I .—Cont inued . 

; •, , ' T h e Cashie r ' s R e t u r n . 
*v "Are you s u r e ? " 
v "Yes ; a n d the g reen-ha j red w o m a n 
w h o spoke to you w a s n a m e d 
Leonora , a n d she w a s Ashley 's wife." 

" I have no recollect ion of a n y such 
n a m e . D r e a m s a r e h a r d to explain. 
B u t how do you k n o w all th i s a b o u t 
Ashley a n d a wife n a m e d L e o n o r a ? " 

" I t was b r o u g h t ou t by Bruce ' s in
ves t iga t ions , " said Mr. Car te r . "You 
see t h e r e was reason for suspic ions ." 

"So it seems. This Ashley m a y be 
m y double . T h e r e a r e wonderfu l r e 
semblances in the world, a n d i t isn ' t 
to be wondered at , e i ther , w h e n we 
cons ider t h a t of all t he mil l ions born , 
w i th trifling except ions, they all have 
t h e s ame sets of fea tu res ,—two eyes, 
a nose, a n d a mou th , a n d t h e r e a r e 
only a few var ie t ies of ha i r . The 
w o n d e r is t h e r e a re no m o r e doubles ." 

"Bless m y soul, I never t h o u g h t of 
t h a t . I t is odd. How t h e Creator , 
w i t h such scan ty mate r ia l , cou ld m a k e 
mil l ions, no two jus t a l ike, for t h e r e 
is a lways a li t t le difference, is a won
de r . " 

"Yes ; b u t this Ashley p robab ly does 
"not look very m u c h l ike me, if we 
should be seen together . Well , I 
sha l l look Into the ma t t e r , t a l k wi th 
Low, a n d if I find, beyond doubt , t h a t 
jf have been gui l ty of a l t e r ing notes 
a n d o the r quest ionable ac ts , I will se t 
t h e m r igh t . " 

" I t is h a r d on you, if you were no t 
t o b l a m e . " 

"Yes, bu t no one else oujrht to suffer. 
B u t I still feel as if Low m u s t have 
b e e n mi s t aken . If it could be proved 
t h a t I was in some o the r place, t h a t 
would be the s ame a s saying t h a t some 
m a n used m y n a m e a n d position for 
•' f r audu len t pu rposes . " 

"Did you a p p e a r sane a t S e a t t l e ? " 
"So they said. They said I seemed 

keen enough a b o u t mos t th ings and 
was a fair w o r k m a n . T h e only t h ing 
t h a t connected me wi th a fo rmer ex
is tence was an idea t h a t I was go ing to 
Grovedale , t h a t a m a n the re n a m e d 
Car t e r meeded m e to work . " 

"True enough , Vane . And did t h a t 
lead to a n y t h i n g ? " 

" T h a t seemed to be the po in t a r o u n d 
wh ich m y facul t ies ral l ied. I t c a m e 
to me af ter awhi le t h a t Grovedale 
and Mr. Car t e r were in New H a m p 
shire . N-ext, I r e m e m b e r e d m y h o m e 
a n d family, a n d last m y own n a m e . 
At t h a t point , satisfied t h a t I h a d r e 
covered m y lost identi ty, I s t a r t ed 
home , t h e w o r k m e n c lubbing toge the r 
to provide the means . I shal l send it 
back to t h e m a t once." 

" W h a t n a m e did you go by till you 
recol lec ted,your o w n ? " 

"Carter, 
recal led ." 

"Vane , " said his wife, "will you tell 
us w h y you w e n t a w a y ? " 

The ch i ldren h a d now re t i red a n d 
t h e th ree sa t a lone toge ther . 

" W h y I w e n t a w a y ? " he repea ted , 
slowly. , 

"Yes . " 
' " I wen t on business . Did I no t tell 
you s o ? " 

"Yes, you to ld m e so, bu t t h a t does 
no t explain w h y you went a w a y every 
May since our m a r r i a g e a n d s tayed two 
weeks . You k n o w a n d I k n o w t h a t 
t he r e was a secre t reason for y o u r 
go ing . " 

H e l is tened in ten t ly to h e r words a s 
if heed ing t h e m well a n d specu la t ing 
on the i r in tent . Once or twice af ter 
s h e finished h e a p p e a r e d a b o u t to 
speak, bu t did not. H e l i teral ly did 
not seem to know w h a t to say, how to 
answer her . At las t he sa id : 

" T h e s a m e reasons for no t te l l ing 

I t was the only narfle I 

self t h a t you took away ," she cried, 
passionately. "You a r e no t the s a m e . " 
: H e s t a r t ed to his feet, a s if s t u n g 

v by h e r words , b u t w a s ca lm in a m o 
ment , a n d answered reasonab ly a n d f kindly*. 

" I s h o t , t h e .defect in you, Cons tance? 
r s ee ,none -hx myself. I feel t h e s a m e 
t o w a r d your . > I t is you w h o a r e 
changed . " 

H e a rose a n d looked for his h a t a n d 
gloves. • ,. , 

j " W h a t ; bless m y soul ! - You a in ' t 
going, V a n e ? " 

"Yes, I will go to the hote l for t h e 
present . I s . that your, , wish, Con
s t a n c e ? " „v_ 

She bowed h e r head and m u r m u r e d 
s o m e t h i n g a b o u t " changes to be 
m a d e . " • . ; ' ~r, 

" O h , bu t L. wouldn't.".- Don ' t go . " 
said Mr. Car ter , ge t t ing u p a n d fuss-

h a n d a n d looking a t h e r appealingfy, ' . f ^ V n n , ™ ? " 1 - , « ^ , . , 
" I wish I could tell you. I t Is a s lm- - t f f i j . ™? r

C 2 n . l t i ? n c
1 ! l s rtffht' a , i t t l & 

pie mystery , no th ing t h a t nieed c o S e S S t ^ h i ? ^ * h u s b a n d / Still he 
be tween you and m e . " 1 wjSn.1 t o - n e r ?^ d e . a n d a s she did no t 

you a r e still in force. The secre t is i 
not my own. If i t were I would tell I 
you. -But t h e t ime will come w h e n I 
can tell you. ' F o r , t h e p r e sen t is it t o o , 
m u c h to ask t h a t / a wife t r u s t h e r 
h u s b a n d ? " •- ' ,-' * . 

"Yes, it is too .much," . she-cr ied , pa s 
sionately, " too much . I t is that- wh ich 
has caused all th i s t roub le . " ' • . , 

"Cons tance ," he said, t ak ing h e r 

be tween you and me . 
| |But it ha s , " she cried. — -
"Yes, I see. I have come to you ' 

j u s t a s I wen t away, wi th ho greater-
secrecy be tween us t h a n t h e r e was* 
then . I have suffered illness, loss of 
mind, absence f rom home , f rom you. 
a n d t h e chi ldren, a n d ye t—", - h e 
s topped as if unab le to go on. ,\ 

"Never mind Constance, Vane, she is 
hard ' to please, t h a t ' s a fact. Vane 
will expla in w h e n h e can w i t h o u t 
b r e a k i n g confidence, you know," said 
Mr. Car te r . " * • 

uYou said yourself that" he ough t to* 
tell m e . " - " • 

"So I did, BO I did. B u t I d idn ' t 
u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t he r e w a s a n o t h e r 
p a r t y in the sec re t . . . . T h a t m a k e s a ' 
difference." **-£! • - - -

Cons tance t u r n e d a w a y as if"still u n 
satisfied, bu t in a m o m e n t said in a 
low tone : 

"You recol lected t h e ch i ld ren ' s com
missions, b u t did you no t forget 
m i n e ? " 

"Did I ? W a s it no t myself I w a s to 
b r i n g ? " 

She did no t answer , 
p leased," h e said, sadly. " W h y is i t ? " 
p leased ," h e said, sadly. W h y .is i t ? " 

Still she" did not answer . 
^•Was t h e r e ' any th ing e l s e ? " If so, 

I h a v e forgot ten ." 
"You h a v e .not b r o u g h t - t h e s a m e 

lift- h e r face kissed h e r oh h e r cheek. 
Then he weiu\ out wi th a w a r m glow 
on h is h a n d s o m e face, a perplexed 
look im his eyes . - J i 

" W h a t do you m e a n , Constance, by 
t u r n i n g a m a n out of His own house 
In th i s w a y ? " bu r s t for th h e r uncle 
a s soon as he w a s gone. ' 

" I did no t t u r n h im away. I t was 
his own proposa l to go to the ho te l . " 

" B u t why, wi th a house full of 
r o o m s ? I could h a v e given up mine 
if you Jtiad no place In you r s . " 

" T h e , ch i ld ren sleep in m y room, 
uncle . ^ ' 
. "You women bea t t he de—utch " 
. Uncle Car te r , " said Constance, fac

ing abou t a n d set£ing down h e r l amp , 
for she h a d s t a r t e d to re t i re , " I don ' t 
feel qui te su re t h a t it Is Vane . " 

Are you crazy, C o n s t a n c e ? " 
" N o ; bu t somehow I feel a doub t , " 

- "Well , of al l the not ions you ever 
took up , t h a t is t h e grea tes t , a n d 
you ve took up e n o u g h of them. P r i 
m u s Edes , for Ins tance . You though t , 
I believe, t h a t he looked l ike Vane , 
w h e n nobody else could see a look. 
P e r h a p s he is your h u s b a n d , " sa id h e r 
uncle, t ho ro iy • p rqyoked by h e r ex-
t r o r d i n a r y behav/ojr. 

" I never sa id-so , uncle , a n d . I don ' t 
say t h a t t h i s m a n is not . I say I have 

«————»—»»•«»»»««•——»»—««»»•»««« 

to prove his identi ty, a n d he will have 
to tell me why he wen t a w a y before 
I receive h im. Abou t t h a t I a m d e 
te rmined ." 

" W h a t folly is th i s? Constances you 
a r e a changed w o m a n . " 

To his vexat ion she bu r s t in to an 
uncont ro l lab le fit of weeping. 

" I a m a mos t u n h a p p y w o m a n , " 
she sobbed, " I know t h a t . " 

" U n h a p p y when your husband , for 
whom you mourned , ha s j u s t come 
b a c k ? " 

She did no t answer , b u t took up h e r 
l a m p a n d w e n t to h e r room, he r form 
s h a k i n g Avith emot ion. 

W h e n there , she sa t down, still a n d 
quiet now, a n d t h o u g h t deeply. T h e n 
the sounds of a violin stole across the 
fields and reached her , t ho faintly. 
B u t she did no t ra ise her window for 
a moment , a s s h e h a d somet imes done. 
She sat still a n d l is tened till t he sound 
died a w a y a n d then she re t i red . B u t 
she did not s leep. She lay al l n igh t 
th ink ing , ponder ing , wonder ing, fear
ing—-what? ,-".'••: 

C H A P T E R XIV. 

A Meet ing of t h e B a n k Officers.*' 
Mr. Hami l ton , for so I shal l call 

h im despi te t he doub t s of Constance, 
e v i d e n t l y h a d no in tent ion of deser t 
ing h is own fireside for hote l p r e 
cincts. H e r e t u r n e d ear ly a n d b r e a k 
fasted wi th the family, m u c h to Mr. 
Ca r t e r ' s de l igh t a n d no t to the too 
ev ident d isp leasure of h i s wife. - H e 
still r ema ined af ter Mr. Ca r t e r w e n t 
to h i s office a n d t h e chi ldren to 
school, for a mee t ing of t h e b a n k 
d i rec tors h a d been called a t 10 o'clock 
a t his own res idence . ' 

In t h e h o u r of wa i t ing t he r e w a s 
m u c h ser ious conversa t ion be tween 
t h e h u s b a n d and wife. I t could be 
denfed t h a t she a p p e a r e d a l i t t le ex
ac t ing a n d unreasonab le , whi le he 
was qui te gen t le a n d forbear ing . Could 
a s t r a n g e r to b o t h h a v e been p resen t 
a t t h e in terview, t h e chival rous , lover
like devot ion of Mr. H a m i l t o n would 
have seemed in d i rec t con t r a s t to h e r 
own m o r e d i s t an t a n d cons t ra ined 
m a n n e r . A t las t he - sa id ; 

" I c an see y o u doub t me . Some 
a doubt . A t a l l jeyents. h e w in h a v e 1 thlngr h a s come be tween u». ' P e r h a p s 
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it is t h a t u n h a p p y secret . I have 
been gone so long, too; so m a n y 
t r aub ies have in te rvened t h e y have 
tended to set you a p a r t f rom me . Is 
not t h a t s o ? " -. •. 

" P e r h a p s so ." ' ', 
"Then I would not" h a v e you do 

violence to y o u r feelings. I will s tay 
he re—i t is be t t e r so for m a n y r ea 
sons ; bu t you" shal l live your own 
life unt i l such a t ime as you 
can t ru ly feel t h a t you love me as you 
once did. I w a n t to be nea r t h e chi l
dren, I w a n t to be nea r you, Con
s tance . May I ? May I have the room 
next - to y o u r uncle ' s ?V 

"Yes ." ;\ , if** ' 
"And will you t r y to"love" m'e a g a i n ? " 

he asked, gently, yet wi th an eager 
ness he could no t qui te conceal . 

"Love c a n n o t be forced," she a n 
swered. 

"Bu t it will come in t ime if you 
will let i t ." 

But suddenly, evident ly recol lect ing 
some resolut ion he had made , he 
c h e c k e d himself a n d said no more , 
whi le Constance s a t idly t u r n i n g over 
t h e leaves of a book unt i l she saw the 
b a n k officers coming up t h e s t reet . 
T h e n she a rose to go. , 

P re s iden t Ha r twe l l a n d e ight t r u s 
tees, w i th Tony Osborn, soon* entered: 
The new cashier , o r t reasure r , was no t 
present . 

T h e r e w a s some cons t r a in t m a n i 
fested by each of t he par ty , unless 
Tony be excepted.* Indeed, his ex
ter ior was seldom ruffled; bu t it could 
be seen t h a t h e w a s fully a l e r t to the 
d e m a n d s of t h e occasion, and, s t r ange 
a s It m a y seem, did not r ange himself 
os tenta t ious ly a t all on t h e side of t h e 
r e t u r n e d cashier . Indeed, he gree ted 

, h i m very quietly, and s a t down where 
, h e could w a t c h proceedings . 

Mr. H a m i l t o n ' s m a n n e r was very 
cordial a n d easy. Wel l a s t h e several 
gen t l emen t h o u g h t they knew him, 
t hey were n o t ' p r e p a r e d for so m u c h 
composure a n d f reedom from ne rvous 

a p p e a r e d to r e p 
r e sen t perfect innocence, a n d insen
sibly, as each felt t h e cordia l g r a s p 
of his h a n d a n d t h e fine, genial 
w a r m t h of h i s m a n n e r , t he i r susp i 
c ious a t t i t u d e became less r a m p a n t 
a n d m o r e acquiescent to t h e p robab le 
exp lana t ions h e would offer. 

A r u m o r of lost ident i ty a s t he se
quel of his mys te r ious absence had a l 
r eady r eached t hem, ea r ly a s it was 
in the day ; a n d they were , therefore , 
p r epa red to listen w i thou t i n t e r r u p 
t ions or exc lamat ions , un t i l h e had fin
ished the ta le u p to t h e a w a k e n i n g of 
h i s d o r m a n t "perceptive faculties, 
which h a d occurred , he said, b u t a 
s h o r t t ime previous to his r e tu rn . 

T h e r e w a s a si lence of m a n y sec
onds e re a n y one spoke . They were , 
evident ly d iges t ing in the i r m i n d s th i s 
cur ious loss of 'personal i ty , which was 
t h e first ins tance of t he so r t k n o w n , 
to t h e most of t hem. At last Mr. 
H a r t w e l l . said, caut iously; 

"Did you say your m e m o r y J i a d r e 
t u rned to y o u ? " 

"Not fully. I r e m e m b e r all of m y 
pas t life, I th ink , now, w i t h t h e ex
ception of t he brief t i m e w h e n t h e sus 
pension in my o rd ina ry facul t ies took 
place. W h e t h e r t he events of t h a t 
per iod will ever be k n o w n to m e I * 
canno t tell . I shal l consul t a physi
cian in r ega rd to the m a t t e r . A t p r e s - , 
ent it is all a b l ank . " 

"You came to yourself in Seat t le , • * 
you s a y ? " ' . : , „ , -- j - . . ; • 

, "Yes ." ' " v < - , * * * . : . - ' , \,; 
4* "Can you give us addresses t h e r e 
where we m a y be able to l ea rn c o r - , 
robora t ive facts. Mr. H a m i l t o n ? " 

" I can give you addresses of t h e . 
w o r k m e n a n d of the men w h o owned - * 
t he factory. Barnac le & Co.; t h a t Is 
all , for I m a d e few acquain tances , a s :J£ you will unders tand . Bu t those w i t h . ^ ^ 1 
w h o m I came in contact will readily'. lXx 
cor robora te ~my s tory." ^fcr 

The pres ident took down four or flve^M--. 
addresses given h im by .Mr . Hamilton,!-^.'"v 
af ter saying, gravely: , *?* , 

" I t is necessary t h a t t h e m a t t e r be, ^ 
thoro iy investigated, a s well for y o u r , ?, 
s ake a s ours . " « ' "** 

"Certainly. I cour t the closest In- ft 
quiry. You will find al l m y d e c l a r a - . 
_tions t r u e . " / 

"No doubt ," said Mr. Cowdrey,. one 
of the t rus tees . "You 

II 

ness If no t na tu r a l tu^n it w a B ^ a - u l t n e t rus tees . "You have h e a r d 

lleve, a w a r r a n t out for y o u r a r r e s t . " 
Mr. Cowdrey k n e w perfect ly well 

t h a t t he r e was, bu t it was an a w k w a r d 
t h ing to say to a m a n in h is own house . 

Mr. Hami l ton gave a s t a r t . 
(To Be Cont inued T o - m o r r o v « | 


