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BEPDBLMNS 
NOT TO BLAME 

Attribute Failure to Convene the Joint 
High Commission to the 

Canadians. 

Senator Fairbanks' Overtures Have 
Not Been Taken Up By Prer 

, , mier Laurier. 

Republican Answer to John Sharp 
Williams Anent the Canadian 

Reciprocity Resolution. 

PIBE SALE ISA 1 
IGBEAT SUCCESS 

Bids Opened at Cass Lake for Timber 
Offered Under the Morris 

Bill. 

Weyerhaeuser Makes a Bid on Every
thing—Prices Tendered for -

White and Norway. 
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HANNATOLEAYE 
f THE COMMITTEE 

Tells the President That He Cannot 
Manage the Republican 

- • Campaign. 

*rom the Journal Bureau, Colorado Building, 
Washington. 
Washington, Bee . 5.—Republicans 

in congress have got their second 
wind, and are replying to the argu
ments made by John Sharp Williams, 
the minority leader, in favor of reci
procity in general and Canadian reci
procity in particular. They say that 
Mr. Wil l iams is not sincere, that his 
party never has been sincere on these 
questions, and that he has no other 
purpose now than to create campaign 
c a p i t a l . . . . ,. •», 

Specifically, it is asserted that Mr. 
Williams' resolution, call ing for the 
reconvening of the joint h igh commis 
sion,, was purposely drawn so as to 
ignore the fact that the administra
tion had already done everything pos
s i b l e to bring the commission to
gether. Overtures have been made 
by this country for the reconvening of 
the commission, but Canada -has not 
responded. It's therefore "up" to 
Canada to do something, say the re
publican leaders. 

The democrats have charged that a 
reconvening of the commission could 
be had this winter, if the administra
tion favored it, the Canadians being 
ready to meet whenever the word 

Events May Shape Themselves So 
That Eanna Will Be a Can

didate. 

Special to The Journal. 
Cass Lake. Minn., Dec. 5.—The work 

of opening the bids for the sale of the 
timber advertised under the provisions 
of the Morris bill began promptly at 9 
o'clock this morning. That there 
might be no possible collusion among 
any of the bidders for the timber or 
any tampering with the bids after they 
had been deposited in the safe yester
day afternoon, there was constantly on 
duty in the office one or more of the 
special representatives of the general 
land office at Washington, and the 
safe wherein the bids were deposited 
was constantly guarded until the hour 
of opening this morning. 

Governor Richards, who is In charge 
of the sale, and Major Scott, acting 
Indian agent, slept in the building all 
night and kept a close tab on the safe 
where were deposited certified checks 
for over one mill ion dollars, the 20 per 
cent required under the provisions of 
the bill. 

T h e First Bid . 
The first bid this morning was from 

the Cross Lake Logging company, 
which covered 162 sections, aggregat
ing $738,000, the price offered for pine 
ranging from $7 to $8 a thousand for 
white pine and 95 to $7 for Norway. 
The bids have been rapidly opened and 
the prices offered are astonishing when 
the contentions of the lumbermen are 
taken into consideration. 

The Mississippi Logging company 
bid on 164 sections in the Boy lake 
country, the prices ranging about as 

At Any Bate the Senator Won't 
Stand Sponsor for a Roose

velt Campaign. 

.•?. i> M'Ct'N STATE MM a «•*-'• 
<f S I M P U B S 
. ^ - * t — * \ , „ * J 

DECISIOJT O P SBHSJ&ETART HITCH-
COCK MAPS: PXJBLIO TO-DAY. 

From the Journal Bureau, Colorado Building. 
Washington. 
Washington, Dec. 5.—It i s under

stood that Senator Hanna, in t|ke 
course of his visit to the White House 
last night, Informed the president 
definitely that he could not consider 
the request repeatedly made that he 
act as chairman of the republican na
tional committee next year. Absolute 
verification of this s tatement is very 
difficult, but the general impression 

• i " " "T- ' , ; l , , , s > . ^ . , 

All Overflowed tmxtifa Not Expressly 
Reserved or Grafted by t h e United 
State* l i t I860 Passed t o t o e State 
—Divis ion Affects-Several Thousand 
Acres*. Much of Which I s Heavily 
Timbered. •* 

• * 

From tho Journal Bajttttti Colorado^ BniHHar, 
Washington. * 
Washington, Dee*~&.—Acting Com-

misisoner Fimplef. ©f,the general land 
office to-day announced the decision 
of Secretary Hitch-cock on the claim 
of Minnesota to swamp and school 
lands irtt t h e Leech lake, the- Chippe
wa and: Wlnnibtgfl^hlsh reserves, 
from which t imber ^ s to be Sold t o 
day atf Cass Lakef. '/The claim was 
filed here by State Auditor Iverson in 
October Tast, and has" been carefully 
considered by the legal officers of the 
department. The statement given out 
by Mr. Fimple is as .follows: 

The secretary of the>,,interior declares 

NOMINATIONS 
: f v WILL LAPSE 
Merger of Extra Into Regular Session 
' * *'*v Brings About a Curious 

- _ Complication. 

The Nomination of Gen. Wood, To
gether With 167 Others, Will 

Lapse. 

VOTERS' LEAGUE >M?&:. 
T̂O GET GOOD MEN 

Well Known Citizens of Minneapolis Organize to 
Encourage Nomination of Clean Men -

for City Offices. „ v 

Speaker Cannon Finally Announces 
HiB Long-Delayed Committee 

Appointments. 

Washington, Dec. 5.—The house ad
journed at 1:40 p. m. to-day without 
any qualification as to time. This car
ries the house over until 12 o'clock 
Monday and will have the effect of 
merging the extra session into the 
regular session without interim. The 
result will be to cause the lapse of 
the nomination of General Wood and 
167 other nominations. 

At the war department consider-
that lands within certain of the former J able alarm is felt over the disturbance 

The League Will Work In and Thru the Political Parties Already Es
tablished, and Will Devote Its Principal Attention to the City Coun
cil—Chicago League Plan Has Been Largely Adopted Here. 

came from Washington. In reply to in the previous bid. « Thirteen bids 
that charge republicans here say that | had been examined by 11 o'clock and 
there is nothing in the situation war- \ the prices ran from $7 to $10 for 
ranting such a statement^ Last 
Mafch, they point out, Senator Fair
banks, at the request of the president, 
wrote Sir Wilfrid Laurier, asking him 
to join in a call for a reconvening of 
the commission. Sir Wilfrid replied, 
saying that as soon as possible after 
the coming together of parliament, 
then about to take place, he would be 
glad to meet Mr. Fairbanks and dis
cuss the matter. That session lasted 
all summer and part of the fall, c los
ing late in October, and yet Sir Wil 
frid Laurier has not done anything to 
bring the interview about. No doubt, 
the Canadian premier was sincere but 
he has been compelled to play a good 
deal o i politics at home, and h is coun
try is now on the eve, apparently, of 
a general election, which will deter
mine whether or not his party, the 
UberaJ, shall remain in control. Some 
of these considerations, m a y have .pre
vented hjm from carrying'wefct his 
proposed jplan a s ' t o < a meet ing with, 
Senator Ifairbank*, but whatever t h e 
consideration, the meet ing h a s not 
been held, a n d the renubja^aha feel 

1 that Fairbanks cannot pWperly ^ h e w 
the suggestion of last March. 

>In this connection it may b e - s a i d 
t^hat, while fiugene G, Hay of Minne
sota, now a member of the board of 
'general appraisers in N e w York, w a s 
•representing the Minnesota, branch of 
•the National Reciprocity league, he 
'had interviews with Laurier and with 
•John Charlton, the leading reciproci
ty advocate in the Canadian com-
•mons, in which he urged upon them 
t h e importance of having the jbint 
'high commission meet as early.as pos
sible and finish its labors prior to the 
opening of, the presidential campaign 
1n this country. Mr. Hay pointed out 
in these interview's, that this govern
m e n t might object to having the com-, 
•mission meet later than the early part 
of December this year. Yet the Ca
nadians have not replied to the Fair
banks suggestion. 
' It is said here by leading repub
licans, that the whole question of Ca
nadian reciprocity is now in that stage 
'where the executive branch of the 
•government and not the legislative 
'must act. The executive department 
"is said to have done everything that 
Is possible at this t ime. So far as 
'congress is concerned, i t can do noth
ing but make a noise until a treaty has 
•been negotiated. After this it will be 
'"up" to congress to ratify the treaty 
or to reject it. But for the present it 
'has nothing to do with the case any 
more than certain "flowers that bloom 
In the spring," and Mr, Williams, 
therefore, to sum up the argument 
from the republican standpoint, is 
•merely indulging in a bit of "hot air" 
for political purposes. 

A Chance for a Meeting. 
In the Interim, it is suggested by 

friends of reciprocity that the proper 
th ing at this juncture is for reciproci
ty advocates to do a little missionary 
•work in Canada. The moment the 
•Canadian premier acts, if the matter 
•be not delayed until after the first of 
t h e y e a r , h e w i l l b e m e t h a l f w a y b y 
the Amerioan government, and the 
'commission will get together in this 
•city. 
• Obviously, President Roosevelt does 
not want the joint high commission 
in session during the presidential cam
paign, and no republican, desirous of 
party success, wants it . But if the 
'meeting can come in time to close the 
•work of drafting a treaty before the 
campaign opens, it will be welcomed. 
•" It may also be true that Sir WiU 
frid Laurier, who Is thinking of ap
pea l ing to the country in February— 
•perhaps in January—does not want 
the joint high commission to meet at 
'this time. Its meet ing would neces
sitate his absence from the country, 
'and that of several of h is cabinet offi
cers and advisers, at a t ime when they 
•could not be spared. Their absence 

' "might change the result of the elec
t ion. 
- To sum up the situation, therefore, 
the chances for a meet ing of the Joint 
'high commission this winter are re
garded in Washington a s being very 
remote, which means that nothing can 
•be done until a year from now, or after 
t h e presidential election. 

— W . W. Jermane. 

"In 
lum-

value 

white and $6 to $9 for Norway. 
, Richards Pleased. 

Governor Richards says: 
view of the fact that 
ber has depreciated in 
about $3 a thousand during the past 
three months on acoount of labor 
troubles, I consider the sale an em
phatic success. The contention of the 
lumbermen against rule 8 for destroy
ing the debris which, they assert, 
would cost them $2 to 93 a thousand to 
carry out, apparently made no dif
ference in the bids. It was simply 
the talk of some Minneapolis lumber
men to prevent outside purchasers 
from entering into the competition. I 
am more than pleased with the sale." 

Weyerhaeuser Would Take All. 
A t . 11:80* the North -Star Lumber 

company's bid, the Weyerhaeuser syn r 
dicate ,bid, was opened . I t contained 
'â tv *fEMjf-:favX£ii6 Entire p ine ; offered 
for sale, aggrfl iga^ngover 234^000,000 
feet, of •;!$1,$74>,-514.±3> and ;was~ae.com-
panied by a certified check on a St. 
P a u l b a ^ . , irlthr >a s ta tement at the 
bink*,'fflisets, tor JZlfyMZM, being 
20 pelr-^ent of t h e total feid,- aa*-ve* 
quired under the .law. * ;" : . . 

Mueller &.. Son of Dubuque; Iowa, 
are also -off ering large .prioes for sev
eral tracts . -- / :' • 

TOWNE QUI OF I I ; 
Tammany Has Decided, for Pruden

tial Reasons, That He Mustn' t 
.s -Qo to'. Congress • 1 / 

Special to Xhe Journal,'•••'-
New York, Dec. B.-^Tammany m e n 

to-day said that Charles A. Towne was 
no longer considered a candidate for 
the congressional, nomination to suc
ceed MoClellan. Serious objections 
have been raised to Towne., . Towne is 
a personal friend of Bryan, but his 
views. It Is reported, are not as radical 
now as they were some years ago. 
Still,"it is not known to vrhat extent 
his Bryan tendencies have :beeh modi
fied. "'- •••;" i 

The question is raised in Tammany 
circles whether it would be good policy, 
to elect to congress how a 'mai i con
spicuously a fol lower of any one who 
might be a candidate for the -pres i 
dential nomination next year. -Tam
many expeots to play a big part i n the 
next national convention and is cau
tious about committing itself. ; ; < .. 

Seventy Minneapolis citizens, repre
senting every political party and prac
tically every interest, have organized 
a Voters' league to encourage a clean, 
businesslike handling of city affairs. 

It is not a new political party. It is 
not a body of extremists or fanatics. 
It is not a movement in favor of any 
established political party. But in city 
affairs It will look at the man seeking 
office and at his record rather than 
at* the party to which he belongs. 
Working thus thru all the estab
lished parties, the league aims to en
courage each to put up its very best 
men as candidates. Not only will t h l 
best practicable election results be 
thus sought thru the campaign ma
chinery already available, ' but hon
esty and efficiency in office between 
campaigns will be promoted. • -

Like the Chicago Plan. 
The inspiration for the ^organization 

of the Minneapolis Voters' league 
came in large measure from the won
derful success of the Municipal Vot
ers' league of Chicago, and its meth
ods of administration will follow more 
or less closely the system that has 
proved so successful in that city: The 

I' difference in local conditions makes it 
necessary to depart in some impor
tant particulars from the program of 
the older organization. 

The Chicago league has been in ex
istence eight years, originally under 
the name of the Chicago Civic Federa
tion, and is the most successful m u 
nicipal reform movement ever -in
augurated in the United States. While 
essentially nonpartizan in its methods 
it is perhaps the most effective polit
ical organization in the country, not 
excepting New York's Tammany. It 
has been a tremendous instrument for 
civic righteousness In Chicago. In the 
language of one of its chroniclers, 
the league has Tammanyized the hon
est voters of that city. Thru the fair
ness and fearlessness of its methods 
the league has succeeded in getting 
public confidence to a remarkable de
gree during the years it has been in 
operation. It n o w controls the situ
ation of not less than three-fourths 

?6f the thirty-five wards in^ Chicago. 
'Save in a few cases, notably the ward 
that trusts its clvie destiny to Ald
erman "Bath" House** John Coughlin, 
a candidate lying under its-CTShdemn-

ation has but small chance of ever 4 -»'"-' 
serving the city in the city council. ,«.-;. /-
The political leaders in Chicago long . *-. < 
since accepted the: league as a per- ,': ^ 
manent fact in municipal affairs, and "*•:•> Jt 
they are quick to bring their candi- , -,„-: 
dates around* to the league's head- . t^ 
quarters for inspection "and approval s ».', 
before officially launching, their candi- ' -^ \f 
dacies. The Chicago public, at each rl 
election, and there is one in the spring 
of every year, awaits eagerly the r - -
league's verdict as to fitness of can- ", \\ 
didates, and to a remarkable extent .' „.-*-. 
accepts its conclusions. ' ' - *>-;< 

A Permanent Secretary Engaged. v ''-'\$ 
The Minneapolis league is organized ^ *•'.% 

for penmanent work and will begin V
N; r 2* 

at once to acquire information re- ^ ^ -

garding city council affairs. S. P. _„•*• 
Jones, the veteran newspaper man <• w *f 
who has "covered" the city hall for z*^" * 
years, and who served as Acting •%',&,!;' 
Mayor Jones' secretary during the l^^-a 
post-Ames interregnum, has been e n - r ? ^ * ^ 
gaged to devote all his t ime to the • I* , s 
work as secretary. He has just r e - - "..- £ 
turned from Chicago where he was ",_-*- .>* 
given every facility for carefully, - -; «• -
studying the plans of the league. ' . •' - ,' 

A Statement by the Committee. r c* 
A formal statement of the purposes " f :> 

of the new organization was issued ; C? 
to-day as follows: ' 

The Voters' league is an organization ; _' 
whose purpose is the election of honest • ' »'" 
and competent men to" municipal office in 
Minneapolis. It is ' the league's ; present 7"'* 
intention to confine its activity exclusively , < -"• *• 
to candidates for the city ..council. Its \ 'C% 
fundamental object is to raise the ston- ; ? ^ 
dard of character and fitness' in that body, i."* * 
It purposes to accomplish this by aiding - • , s 

the voters in a praotical way tomake in- *' i-
telligent distinction between candidates ,- * \-
by acquainting them-with the-facts as to 
the official record - and personal- qualin- " » 5 
cations of s u c h candidates . 

T h e - l e a g u e ' s - m e m b e r s h i p ; includes m e n ' "-. 
of all political fa i ths . T h e l eague be l ieves "? . j ; , 
that the t ime has come in -Minneapolis - i '*'". 
w h e n the c i ty ' s interests c a n b e - c o n s e n r e d ^ v ^ '•-
bes t b y m a k i n g party affiliaJtioos not so^" I .~f 
prominent a'- fac tor m the" se lec t ion o f ' . *.'w 

menn^e^sW'fhe^clty councitras h a s hi ther- . -
to been: the -pratstice. A t the s a m e t i m e / 
the league wil l use every endeavor t o . , , , | 

.avoid antagoniz ing t h e ex i s t ing local party 

• » — • — — • # • » • • t w m i M 

Continued on Eighth Page. 

A PROMINENT CITIZEN RETURNS TO MINNEAPOLIS. 

m»»tt»99——»—mmtw* 

LONESOME AT CARLISLE 

TWO HOUSES BURNED 

Stillwater Child Snatched from a 
Burning Bed and S aved. 

Speolal to The Journal* 
Stillwater, Minn., Dec. 5.—Fire this 

morning burned the homes of John 
Plum.baum and Mrs. Kiesow. The loss 
was $1,000, partly insured. A child 
.was taken from a burning bed just 
In time to save its life. 

Judge Williston has recalled the 
grand jury and it will meet on Tues
day to investigate the case of Helen 
Mcintosh, charged with the murder 
of her babe. 
' .The Elk memorial service will be 
•held to-morrow afternoon. The ora
tion will be delivered by Daniel WT 
tr.wler of St. Paul. _ , , , , „ 

Young Indian Bnck R u n s Away from. 
School.—A l iong Tramp.' '• 

Bfeoitl to Z1M 7ourn«l. 
Cannonball, N. D., Dec. 6.—-Barnard 

Green Plum, a "young Indian, arrived 
here late last night. H e had made a 
tramp half way across» the cbhtinentj 
having run away from the Carlisle In-r 
dian school. He -walked all the way. 
except from. St. Paul to Casseltoa, 
Mendota Indians having paid his way 
that far. H e says he got a long all 
right, and that the white people were 
very good to him. 

Almost all the boys who went from 
here to Carlisle last fall have, -drifted 
back. They say they, g e t - s o lone
some for home they cannot stand it. 

Government experts wlao were here 
to examine the feasibility of irrigating 
the Cannonball river bottoms were not 
favorably impressed. They, say the 
area suitable for this purpose is not 
large enough. 

KTTCH LUMBER BTTBJMBD. / 
San Bernardino, Calu Dec. 5.—A forest lire in 

the mountain* northeae-t of this city has proved 
to b« hiehly destructive. Tbe fire Is by no 
means under control. All the sawed lumber be* 
longing to the Brookings Lumber company, be
tween 4,000,000 and 6.000,000 feet, has. been de
stroyed, but the flames bare been kept away 
from the mills. The company's loss wllb reach 
»100,000. 

IOWA "WOXA2T KILLS HERSELF. 
Special to The Journal, 
Drury, wife of a prominent farmer living near 
Lisaomb, committed suicide this morning by 
shooting herself thru the head. Her husband 
was doing chores at the barn and -heard the 
shot, but when he reached, the house his wife 
was dead. She was 86, in good health, and He 
cause is a mystery. / 

FOREIGN FLASHES ~V 
Seoul, Korea—TTae minister of war has been 

executed. 
The Hague—A new custom* tariff will go Into 

effect on Jan. 1. 
London—Herbert Spencer, the famous writer, 

Is in a critical condition. He has been ill for 
some time. 

London—Charles Allen, who has Just complet
ed a term of imprisonment, wafr rearrested on an 
extradition warrant at the governor's office in 
Pentonville prison to-day the moment tlfe y»y-
erhor handed him his release,5 charging him with 
a postofnee robbery, at Springfield, 111., in 1895, 

Consulate I s Opened. "' ' 
San Francisco, Dec. 5.—Consul Gen

eral Ramon Arias Feraud, Jr., repre
senting the new republic of Panama, 
opened the consulate of his country in 
t&{8 city to-day. 

is that t h e ' president must now look 
for another campaign manager. ' 

Hanna's excuse to the public' will 
be his ill health; but ' in reality he-
does not,-.at'heart, relish the idea of; 

Rooseyelt^s being *£ candidate and his ; 

alliances in :*the party arid i n business 
are sitch. that he does not care * to be'• 
proriiineiit in a n effort to seeure his 
eiection;;r While Roosevelt's nomina
tion is; practically conceded there, is 
still t ime f o r ' t h e development of an 
opposition .'boom and under certain 
conditions, t h a t . m a y arisen the chief 
one being, a,. possibility of success, 
Hanna m a y himself be a candidate for 
t h e . .nomination. Eastern financial 
forces which are hostile to Roosevelt 
are still anxious, that Hanna run and 
regard his. publicly expressed declina
tion as having a large string attached 
to it- Should a favorable opening 
come it is very probable Hanna will 
avail himself of it. 

Within the past ten days the presi
dent; in talking with visitors,'has're-, 
peatedly said that he expected the re
publican campaign next year to be 
run with less money "fBan h a s been 
available "for campaign purposes t o r 
many years. This m e a n s that the 
eastern financial interests, hitherto 
heavy contributors to republican 
funds, w i l l next year eitheir hold on 
to "their money, or give it to the. 
democrats if Roosevelt is nominated. 
Hanna is a part of these interests. He 
knows they will not finance the re
publican campaign, and that, they de
sire to defeat Roosevelt, and this con
sideration may also-have helped h im 
reach the decision which it is believed 
he announced -to the president last 
night. It is understood that Hanria 
..will not- announce his intention until 
after the.national convention, as there 
is no point 4 » his resignation' now. 

— W . W. Jermane. 

Chippewa Indian reservations in Minne
sota that are swamp and overflowed and 
unlit thereby for cultivation and not re
served or granted by the United States 
on March 12, 1860,,passed to the state by 
its grant of that date, and as the property 
of the state are excepted from the pro
visions of the act of Jan. 4, 1889, (known 
as the Nelson act) as amended by the 
act: of June 27, 1902 (known as the Mor
ris act). 

This decision does not affect those 
parts of the former Leech Lake or 
Winnibigashish reservations or Cass 
Lake reservations which were re
served by the, treaty of Feb. 22, 1885. 

The decision also expressly holds 
that school sections in such reserva
tions do not pass to the state under 
its swamp grant, and the secretary 
h a s , refused to approve swamp lists 
for lands in such sections of the for
mer White Earth reservations. 

All bids received at the sale a t 
Cass Lake to-day will be forwarded 
*Or the commissioner of the general 
land" office, and any lands whicfermay 
be ""found to be swamp and subject to 
selection under this decision will be6 

eliminated from the bids before their 
acceptance by the departmenC The 
amount of land which will go to t h e 
state under this decision is indefinite, 
and can be determined only after an 
examination of the tract books. It 
will reach several thousand acres, 
-however, < much of Which is - l ieavi ly 
timbered. *. • • .:>? f 

* —W. W. Jermane. 

BOTH PARTIES V: 
DESIRE DELAY 

P R E S I D E N T FAVORS PROMPT AC-
i - TION ON LAND LAWS. 

B y Keeping the Matter" in Abeyance 
Until Another Year, Special Inter-

: ests Would: B e Favored—Land-
• Grabbers Would Then, Have Prac-
• tically Everything h i Sight. •. 

IT PLEASED THE PRESIDENT 

the When S. E . Olson Told H i m 
•'"" Northwest Was His. 

From the' Journal Bureau, Colorado Building, 
Washington. • ' . . ' . ' 
Washington, Dec. 5.—General S. E. 

'OJson, after a week or two spent in 
N e w York, and Philadelphia, came to 
Washington Thursday to look after 
certain mining Interests before the In

fer ior department. He started west 
yesterday afternoon a n d - w i l l reach 
Minneapolis next Tuesday. Yesterday 
he w e n t . with Senator "Nelson to call 
on President Roosevelt . . . The visit 
lasted for. half an hour, and was of 
a very pleasant character. The 
president spoke very freely regarding 
the Outlook f o r , n e x t year and Is as 
confident of a republican victory as if 
the election were over and the votes 
had Pfeen counted. Qerieral Olson as
sured $ i m of strong support in the 
northwest, which pleased him greatly, 
and he said again that he looked upon 
that section in an important sense as 
being his own particular country. ' 

-"--W, W. Jarmane. 

•Mi* 

BOODLERS PLEAD GUILTY 

Judge to Give Private Examinat ion 
^Before Pass ing Sentence. 

Grand Rapids, Mich., Dec. 5.—Five 
of the. ten charged by LantvK. Sals-
bury with: accepting bribes--for sup
porting the project to supply t h e city 
with -water from Lake Michigan, ap
peared in the superior court to-day 
and pleaded guilty. 

They are Cory P. Bissell, ex -mem
ber of the board of public works, and 
Aldermen John T. Donovan, Clarke E. 
Slocum, John McLachlan and Royner 
Stonehouse. Bissell w a s charged- with 
receiving $600; the aldermen with re-r 
ceiving $360 each. -» 

Sentence was deferred until next, 
week to allow Judge Newnham to give 
them a private examination. ^ 

Ex-Alderman Ghysels also entered 
a plea of guilty, confirming the report 
that he had told all he knew of the 
d e a l . '.. . . .*i- , ,^"" 

that will occur regarding officers who 
were promoted in recess and whose 
rank depends o n ' the promotion of 
General Wood and other officers. . 

The senate committee on hillltary 
affairs wrill convene Monday, at 11 a. 
m. . to resume its hearing of the Wood 
case. If the hearing continues until 
one .minute after 12 o'clock the com
mittee will be in the unique situation 
of investigating a matter, which is not 
pending before the senate. . 

Situation I s Unique. 
' 'The situation i s said to be without 
precedent. I t has been argued in the 
•senate that if t h e nomination of Wood 
fai led of confirmation thru the fault 
'of. the senate committee on miltary 
•affairs to .complete its hearing of 
•charges .against confirmation, or for 
'other cause, it. would be again sent 
to the senate for action at the regular 
session. This program was suggested 
o n the theory that nominations and 
recess appointments have the same ef
fect . 

A n examination of the rules, how
ever,,, discloses that the president has 
n o authority to clothe the nominee 
"with rank and pay of the office to 
•which he is appointed. 
. The merging of the special session 
Into a regular, session l eaves -no time, 
for recess appointments to be made. 

One reason given by the leaders of 
the house for not passing a resolution' 
of adjournment was that itw ould be 
a discourtesy t o the president to- ad* 
Journ a called session without com
pleting the work for which it was con
vened. 
• Members of the : senate say 
they were ready to adjourn ten 
days ago, and a resolution of 
adjournment probably would have 
been sent to the house if it had not 
been represented and not denied, that, 
the house would not give it considera
tion, rfc^:.^-;/;.; 

*>AKOTANS F A R E D WELIi 

Good 

mm GUT TOXEPXOK. " . :" !** t e . . 
New York, Dec. 8.—^Qrideay Russell, repre

sent* trre of the national committee, spiled on 
th#- Etruria yesterday -*i^h the s%er service .of 
twenty jpiecei, the gift of the American people 
to Sir Thomas Upton. Tfee presentation trill., be 
mane at a public dinner In London on Dee. 18, at 
which Consul General EVgps will preside. 

'-*-* *" 7ABZBAX.T K^M" K0.1.VD. 
Special to The Journal. ,.-

Faribault. -Minn., Dee. 5.—Tom Keanow was 
struck by a train and Instantly 'killed while on 
bit waj to nwrkAt the fheffldd milir 

•wasi 

Members of the House Draw 
Conunittee Assignments. 

From the Journal Bureau, Colorado Building;, 
•Washington. 
Washington, Dec. 5.—The two North 

Dakota members have fared well at 
the speaker's hands. Marshall gets a 
reappointment o n the . Indian affairs 
committee and is fourth from the top, 
which .means that his influence on this 
class of legislation will be consider
ably increased. He goes on Irrigation, 
which Is important to his state, and 
on.private land claims, giving up his 
place on pacific railroads. 

Spalding, goes, on banking and cur-, 
rehcy, which will be a very important 
committee, if not in this session, short
ly afterwards, for there must soon be 
legislation for a more elastlc^currency. 
He go£s on territories, which will 
handle 'Statehood bills, a n d where his 
vote, it is understood, will not favor 
the. admission, of ,New Mexico and 

Continued on Second Page* 
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From the Journal Bureau, Colorado Building, 
Washington. 

Washington, Dec, 5.—The presi
dent's appointment of a commission to 
inquire into the desirability of amend
ing the land, laws, is not a play into 
the hands of members of congress 
•who want to delay legislation on this 
Question. •• •• "/:s-i',?.\ 
j The democratic leaders .wpuld pre
fer to have nothing done in the way 
of land legislation \jntii. next winter. 
£Fhat would give them an opportuni
ty, to say t h e republican party has 
taken no steps-*o protect the public 
domain for the people,- notwithstand
ing repeated charges of fraud and 
irregularities. A resolution has, 
therefore, been introduced in the 
house by Mr. Stephens .of Texas, pro
viding for a n investigation of the en
tire situation, it being his belief that 
such an investigation could not be con
cluded in time for legislation. to be 
perfected; during the present sitting of 
taongress.- , .> V 
. • .Certain republicans from, the spates 
beyond the Missouri-are of the same 
mind, on . account of the catt le and 
stock interests which they represent. 
These interests are voiced in a resolu
tion introduced in the senate by^Mr. 
Warren of Wyoming^ providing,, also, 
for an investigation^which, would car
ry legislation over until another year. 

At first glance the president's vol
untary appointment of a commission 
of investigation would. seem to play 
into the' hancla 'of these two interests 
He has; however, hanied as members 
of the commission the ; corhmissioher 
of the general land office, the gov
ernment forester and the chief- engi
neer of; ,the,reclamation service, men 
who for many years haye been thor-
oiy acquainted with conditions hi the 
public land states, -and. who can for
mulate a report to hfim within thirty 
or sixty days. I f is their intention to 
do this, as the president has charged 
them to be particularly expeditious. 
Upon their report, tlie- president m a y 
base a special message to congress 
containing recommendations for legis
lation. , 

Meanwhile, the appointment of the 
presidential commission will not in
terfere with the consideration of -the 
land question .* by congress. Each of 
the committee on public land has bills 
before it on the subject which will be 
considered independently of. what the 
president has done. If t h i presiden
tial inquiry does not cov r a longer 
period than two months, it will close 
in ample t ime for congress to take 
official notice of it. " , /"«. \' ,;\ 

Spme Favor Repeal."' ' '" 
Necessity for action during this ses

sion is regarded as very urgent.. In 
another year, those who have studied 
the situation declare , . the land grab
bers will have secured about every
thing tha t is worth having, and there 
will be no need for congressional ac
tion. This point is made by the mem
bers who,like Senators-Gibson of Mon
tana and Nelson of Minnesota, favor 
the entire repeal of existing laws, as 
well as by Senator Hansbrough and 

measure whiclj, isl.Alr;eady before, the 
senate.''. •' .•'"''" ~\--;% '. -\ ).^•'•' ''-;. 

The prepbndefahce." of' 'opinion in 
the reclamation service favors the re
peal of the t imber'and stone act,, the 
modification of the,desert land act so 
as to prevent fraudulent entries, and 
the modification of the commutation 
clause of the homestead act so as to 
insure that people using this clause 
are to become actual settlers. This 
being so i t - Is quite natural that the 
president, ;if he =.has consulted its^ 
officers, shOtild not bear down quite 
so hard .this" year in fatfor of absolute 
repeal.-'' ''•'•.'"''' "'"'"'• *--'>:-^' • •'•-•<•- -

Anxiety About Irrigation. 
Republicans senators are smiling 

because of the strenuous* and ulti
mately successful, efforts made by 
Senators Gorman and Bailey to se 
cure positions on the senate commit
tee on irrigation. What interest either 
gentleman has In this question nobody 
can quite figure out. Maryland is not 
an arid or semi-arid state, and Texas, 
having reserved to herself all public 
lands within her borders, has no inter
est, direct or indirect, in the distri- = 
bution of the $16,000,000 irrigation 
fund now at the disposal of the rec
lamation bureau.. . Yet both Gorman 
and Bailey made a campaign for ap
pointment to the committee, which 
involved almost as much' labor 'as 
Representative Hearst performed to 
get on the labor committee in the 
house. 

Gorman is supposedly a candidate 
for the democratic presidential nomi
nation, and naturally wants to be 
around when any $16,000,000 fund is 
tapped. Bailey is not a presidential 
aspirant, but he wants to be on the 
committee to insure that there will 
be no "fraud" i n Its distribution. 

—W. W. Jermane. 
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FIND A I I I OIL FIELD 
Big Hill, Texas, Gives Promise of 

Surpassing Beaumont as an Oil P r o 
ducer—Gates and Cudahy in t h e 
Syndicate Which Controls- the Prop
erty—^Gusher Has Daily Capacity of 
6,000,000 Cubic Feet 

New York Sun Speoial Service. 
Galveston, Texas, Dec. 6.—There is 

great excitement here over the report 
that a hew oil field has-been-discov
ered a t . B i g Hill, in Matagorda, coun
ty, which promises to rival anything 
in the world and exceed the now fa
mous fields at Beaumont and Sour 
Lake. 

The new field is practically upon 
the gulf, with easy export facilities, 
and is owned by Jonathan Lane, 
president of the Cane Belt railroad, 
and a syndicate in which is the multi
millionaire, John W. Gates. Mr. Gates 
only a f e w days ago went. there osten
sibly for the purpose of hunting bear. £*%*«? 
It is also stated that Jack Cudahy of ^'fv^ 
Kansas City is interested. . ~<> 

A gusher was brought In. yesterday. 
The well was capped and the cap 
blew off with a loud report The wel l 
has a pressure of 300 pounds, with a -̂ £ 
daily capacity of 6,000,000 cubic feet. <<% 

>>. 
s,-,<•"•** 

!*iiS 

.:-$ 

of domestic troubles. 
Springneld, 111.—Sheriff Braiaerd nan. t w m d 

all women from entrance to the Sangamon coun
ty Jail to see Fred Strobe, the youthful anraerar 

; those w h o support h i s . compromise I of hit aweuieast, AUC^ JMataw^f^ai^mk 

TOLD IN A LINE >\A*jy 

Winnipeg—A parcel containing $10,000 sent by 
mall from a bank in Winnipeg to -Vancouver, has 
been lost. 

Schenectady, N. Y.-^-The. f relghthouse and 
sheds of the New York Central Ballroad com
pany were destorey by fire. Less; 9900,000. 

Crookston, Ohio—Michael Gordon wan killed 
and. twenty-four railroad employes Injured In a 
wreck caused by a locomotive running into a 
passenger train. 

Vincennes, Ind.—The saloon of Ayrea J. Tay
lor was-partly wrecked to-day by his wire, who 
smashed bottles, pictures and furniture because 

lie 


