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Flames in Heart of Business 
District Sweep Thru Large 

Wholesale Buildings. 
r 

Buffalo and Syracuse Send Fire 
Apparatus and Dynamite 

Is Also Used. 
"Rochester, X. T., Feb. 26.—The worst conflagration in the history 

of Rochester broke out a few minutes before 5 o'clock this morning 
in the basement of the Rochester Dry Goods company's store at 156-
166 Main street East. 

The fire, which, according to the night watchman in the store, 
Thomas Connors, was discovered soon after it started, spread with 
such rapidity that by the time an alarm was turned in, the entire front 
of the store was a mass of flames. 

The fire department responded promptly. Assistant Chief Jaynes 
realized at once the dangerous nature of the fire and turned in a gen
eral alarm. By this time the flames had spread to the building occu
pied by the dry goods firm of Beadle & Sherburne Co. 

Chief Little realized that the flames were beyond the control of 
the local department, and appeals for aid were sent to Buffalo and 
Syracuse. Nearly five hours later, four steamers arrived from Syra
cuse. 

Within an hour after being discovered, the fire had spread to the 
big Granite building, occupied by the firm of Sibley, Lindsay & Curr, 
and by hundreds of business and professional men. Flames also 
spread to the buildings in the rear of the Granite block. The extreme 
cold made fire fighting difficult and hazardous, as the ladders were 
coated with ice. 

Assistant Chief Frank A. Jaynes was hurt about 9 o'clock and was 
removed to Hahneman hospital. He was struck on the head by a fly
ing nozzle. This was the only accident reported up to 10:30 o'clock. 

The loss i» estimated between $4,000,000 and $5,000,000/, raoat of 
which fell on the Sibley, Lindsay & Curr company, the Beadle & Sher
burne company, the.Rochester.Dry. Goods company, ancHthe Walk-
Over Shoe company. ,•,'". 

The loss to the business offices in t*he Granite building cannot be 
estimated at this writing. u j •" • r. : • 

The plans and estimates for the mammoth new block that the Sib
ley, Lindsay & Curr company contemplated building in the spring, 
and the original plans and specifications for the new high school, were 
destroyed. 

Almost the entire tenth floor of the Granite building was occupied 
by the Vacuum Oil company, a branch of the Standard Oil company. 
The Bradstreet Mercantile agency also had offices in this building. 

Several engines from the Buffalo fire department arrived at 11 
o'clock. At that hour the fire was still burning fiercely, but Chief 
Little believed that the flames could be kept under control, as there 
.was no wind blowing. 

The firemen used dynamite early in the morning, but the ugfc of 
explosives was soon abandoned. A portion of the Kirley building, 
occupied by the Rochester Dry Goods- company, and the front of the 
building occupied by the Beadle & Sherburne company, fell into the 
street with a dull roar, carrying with them a mass of burning timbers, 
brick and plaster. 

Trolley wires broke, and eight firemen had narrow escapes from 
injury. The fire zone was guarded by large details of policemen, 

SOME OF THE BIG LOSSES. 

Insurance men estimate the loss at from $4,000,000 to $5,000,000. 
Former Comptroller James Johnston summarizes the losses and the 
insurance to buildings as follows: 

Granite building, loss at present, $300,000; insurance; $175,000. 
Cont inued on Second Page . 

CORNER OF MAIN AND ST. PAUL STREETS, ROCHESTER 

BLOCKEDBY 
Dispatches from Chi-fu and 

ToKio Declare This to 
,^S^'->:*... Be Tact.'.,. , 

Russian Battleships at Least 
Are Now Unable to 

Get Out. 

v& 
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f 
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In the Foreground Appears the Dry aopda/^tore"of a p k e , Fitz'Simons, Hone & Co., Threatened 
with destruction by the Collapse of Granite $uiiiilbg, a Corner of Which Is Seen at the Right. 
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LEAP YEAR BLUFF AND 
A ' 'HURRY UP'' ^tDriTG 

M. S. Olson Pays $300 to Leanfcthat White Rock^S. Dv, Girls Aren't 
to Be Bluffed—A Romance of Action and Matrimony. 

TRAGEDY IN THE 
IOWA CAPITOL 

Mother and Daughter Killed in 
• Elevator Accident—Adjourn

ment of Legislature. 

fr **&•«* »,*1 • • •' 
SpecifcV to" Xhe_ Journal. 

Des- Moines, Iowa, Feb. 26.—An ele-
J x^W&Jtcddent in the ^ t t ^ e ^ g l t o l , result-
J !&&'?$' tn§ ' instant death ot.,^ko. women, 
j^xiytrigjnt .about, Jttoe a $ Q ^ n ^ e n t " ' of "b6th" 

hpu^evs," of. the ; legislature, forty-flye min
utes'jaft6r",t^e; session, opened this, fore
noon?. ' ;""W.'Ui' - -
1 A * party. ~<>p Visitors had "just > left the 

governor's Offiqe and were'"on their way 
to.t ^the senate fchamber. They , entered 
onj^of. the elevators, and two, of them— 
MV^g&r. C.iB. Fountain,of. "Valley Junc-
tiortf.i'iflfen'd1 her mother, Mrs, A. Hogue— 
were 'v^ugh t , between ,the,.,'transom' and 
the fkjj$!rx!of the elevator and crushed to 
death; ;*JNo one else was injured, t " 

Special t o T h e J o u r n a l . . - •* - ' I ' l j 
,"Chi-fu, Feh. 26.—A report received from a Japanese source toV:; ;^ 

day states that while the ships sunk at Port Arthur Wednesday dor? f | 
not hlock the channel sufficiently to impede destroyers and small? ^f 
cruisers, battleships will be unable to pass them.. To this extent the • | | 
ruse was successful. Admiral Togo is said to have an idea of reduc-- ^gj 
ing the fortifications by an attack from the sea side of the port. <M 

LONDON BELIEVES THAT ADMIRAL TOGO I ; | # 

SUCCEEDED IN CARRYING OUT SCHEME, j f 

London; Feb. 26.—Private telegrams received here report tha t | 
twenty-three Japanese war vessels appeared opposite Port Arthur ^ 
yesterday and opened fire on the fortifications and vessels in the har^j^; 
b o r . : . . - • - " - ' -. '" • ' : • • ' • - ••(}$ 

The report also adds that a furious fire was poured~into the land > ^ 
batteries all day, the. Japs having evidently determined to capture t h e ^ 
stronghold and drive out the enemy. *:£. 

No further, news of an attack has reached London. Almost all the{ J 
English newspapers, in discussing Viceroy Alexieff's reports, i n c l i n ^ l 
to the belief that Admiral Togo succeeded in so far as to make the7'<| 
channel impassable for large battleships, even if it is still free to smaHJj 
craft, and presume that the reported second attack was devoted to :a i \> | 
attempt to sink.more obstacles to navigation.'[^ ^v4:-1 ^-y%o','';" 
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JAPANESE, SQUADRON ATTAINED OlJlTC' 
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THE GRANITE BUILDING 

MRS. $VA LTJND-SEE. 
?he bride who saw the chance. 

M. S. OLSON. 
ISTtara TBtatff - « u call«fi 

• - . , -BEET SEE./ .. 
The bridegroom who wins 

dowried bride. 

.*• 

Speoial to The Journal. 
W h i t e Rock, S. D. , ' F e b . 26.—Two 

eoula bu t a single t h o u g h t ; two h e a r t s 
t h a t bea t as one, have been un i t ed in 
a fo rmal commun i ty *>f in te res t t h r u 
the official efforts of Rev. W. T. Wi l 
l i ams of Wheaton,._ MJnn., a n d M. S. 
Olson of W h i t e Rock, S. D., is p r e 
pa r i ng to deed to Mrs. B e r t See, for
mer ly Miss E v a L u n d of W h i t e Rock, 
th ree bui ld ing lots in consequence. 
Incidental ly , Mr. Olson h a s l ea rned 
t h a t W h i t e R o c k gi r l s a r e n o t to be 
bluffed. 

This,* in brief, is t h e ta le of a m o d 
e rn leap-year Lochinvar , who , l a u g h 
ing a t t h e leagues of Minneso ta p ra i r i e 
a n d seizing t h e forelock of T ime as 
h e ' s imul taneous ly g ra sped t h e re ins 
wh ich guided t w o twen t i e th cen tu ry 
l ivery-s table cha rge r s , leaped t h r u 
twelve miles of space a n d into m a t r i 
m o n y a n d t h e ownersh ip of t h r ee 
bui ld ing lots—all in t h e space of t h r e e 
hour s . 

W h e n Mr. Olson of W h i t e Rock , 
fo rmer m a n a g e r for t he S. E . Oscar--
son c o m p a n y of t h a t t h r iv ing South 
D a k o t a village, l aughing ly asked a fel
low c lerk in t h e company ' s s tore w h e n 
she was going to get he r wedding 
dress, Miss E v a L u n d responded wi th 
some commonplace , wh ich did no t 
disclose' t h e fact t h a t she w a s the 
fiancee of Be r t See of t h e Ca r twr igh t 
I m p l e m e n t c o m p a n y of t h e s ame 
place. 

Spu r r ed on by his own wit, Mr. Ol
son r e m a r k e d t h a t if Miss L u n d would 
k ind ly get m a r r i e d wi th in t h r e e a n d 
a half h o u r s h e would g lad ly p r e s e n t 
h e r t h r e e bui ld ing lots va lued a t some 
$300. 

H a v i n g m a d e sure t h a t t h e offer was 
m a d e in earnes t , and m i n d f t | ' o f t h e 
fact t h a t i t w a s leap year , Miss L u n d 

s tore and auiet ly w i t h d r e w from t h e sto 
J^ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • M M M M M M a « 

repa i red to t h e wa rehouse w h e r e See 
was employed. '-.'-': 

"Say, Ber t , " she a n n o u n c e d a b r u p t 
ly, "we will be m a r r i e d th i s af ter 
noon." 

"Wha—a^ !" • e jacula ted ' t he a s 
tounded See, looking ou t of: h is ledger . 
Miss L u n d rap id ly explained the r e 
m a r k a b l e . off er ofathe jocu la r Mr. Ol
son. Toge the r t hey canvassed t h e sit
ua t ion a n d decided t h a t h e would 
s t and pa t . 

"This , " said Mr. See, " is w h e r e we 
begin to a r r ive . No such heaven-sen t 
gift sha l l pa s s our door- to-be w i t h o u t 
first hav ing a look-in on us . " 

And he t e lephoned a n o rde r to 
Whea ton , Minn., to have a m a r r i a g e 
l icense ready, sen t a h u r r y - u p call for 
t h e fas tes t . t e a m in W h i t e Rock, bade 
good-by to bache lor joys a n d was p re s 
ent ly t e a r ing over t h e pra i r ie for wife 
a n d h o m e a n d t h r e e lots of na t ive 
land. 

The i r t ime w a s u p a t 8 o'clpck. At 
7:30 t h e jes t ing Mr. Olson sa t in h i s 
W h i t e R o c k home , p reen ing himself 
upon t h e m e r r y quip wi th wh ich he 
h a d occupied a d rea ry ha l f -hour . H e 
wot ted no t t h e effect of leap year . 

The y o u n g lady a t cen t ra l said h e 
was " w a n t e d a t t h e long d is tance ." 
Rev. W . T. Wi l l iams of W h e a t o n was 
t h e person who would h a v e speech 
with- t h e h a p p y humor i s t , a n d a t t he 
end of t h e conversa t ion t h e m e r r y 
jes ter h a d learned t h a t w h e r e ±wo per 
sons of h i s acqua in tance h a d been be
fore, b u t one existed now, a n d t h a t he 
w a s " s h y " j u s t t h r e e bui ld ing lots . 
The course of "true love h a d r u n wjth 
r e m a r k a b l e smoothness a n d rapid i ty . 

And to m a k e the r o m a n c e complete , 
Mr. Olson is s t and ing pat , a n d Mr. 
a n d Mrs. See will he t h r e e good pieces 
of rea l es ta te to the good as soon as 
the necessary pape r s can be d r a w n 

FAIL FOR 
CLERGUE PLANT 

Pitcairn Withdraws from Syndi
cate—Reorganization Will 

• B e Delayed. 

" L ^ J i j Febl 26..—The. Japanese legation to-8ay. gave .outtlie fpl-g| 
lowing official dispatelf-froia ToMe,^ftfeecl Felft 26:-5 ' ; - . '•'.- \.<V. ..:Bi 

Early in the morning of Feb. 24, four old vessels, escorted by some 
torpedo boats, were run into the entrance of Port Arthur for the ,pur- j l 
pose of blocking the mouth of the harbor. The object of sinking these 
vessels was attained and the officers and crews returned safely. Altho 
there is no report regarding our fleet direct from Admiral' Togo, no 
doubt can be entertained as to its safety." • . 5 
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Fine "Fire Proof" Structure in the Heart* of Rochester's Retail 
, ; Business Oistrict, Gj»t|^^by/J^^lljqrm^\ . F ^ / 

FIVE YEARS FOR 
G. S. BBAINERB 

Late Head of Defunct Bank at 

Montgomery Sentenced by-
Judge Caldwell. 

Bpvjtil to The Journal. 
Le Sueur Center, Minn., Feb. 26.— 

George S. Brainerd, late president of the 
Farmers and Merchants' bank a t Mont
gomery, convicted here before a jury in 
district court, was sentenced to-day by 
Judge Cadwell to Ave years a t hard labor 
in the state penitentiary- The charge 
against him was for receiving deposits 
after he knew his bank was insolvent.* 

W. H. Patten, cashier of the bank in 
this city, was sentenced to-day to eight 
years for forging a note for 58,0,00. He 
pleaded insanity.' When arraigned for 
sentence he stated that he had not been 
hr his right mind for years, owing to cer
tain injuries, .but that he had suddenly 
come to his senses and now for the first 
time realized th6 .position in which he is 
placed. Other charges of unlawful prac
tices are pending against Patten. 

William Ratliff, who shot Lewis Ball-
man, inflicting painful injuries, was seh-

1 tenced to ten and a half years. 

ARCHBISHOP J. M. FARLEY 

Special to The Journal. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 26.—John Pitcairn, 

president of the Pittsburg Plate Glass 
company, has withdrawn from the syn
dicate formed to underwrite the reorgan
ization plan of the Consolidated Lake Su
perior company and the whole scheme 
now reverts baok to where the Moffly com
mittee left off to. take the Canadian Im
provement company idea under consider*-
ation. 

Mr. Pitcairn's action caused considerable 
surprise because of the fact that he has 
been particularly active in the matter of 
reorganization. His action, it-is believed, 
will not affeot the general plan under
taken by the Moffly committee, except" to 
retard it. 

The question of reorganization will be 
taken up again on the original lines. In 
financial circles here it is said the Spey-
ers intesests are naturally anxious to al
low others to reorganize if they can ac
complish it, but the fact is becoming 
constantly more evident that the only ef
fective reorganization will be made by the 
Speyers themselves. * 

Possiet Bay Occupied and 
Russians Fall Back on j 

Khabarovka as Base. 1 
'*» 

hag 
" Ho 

VOTE TO BE IN 
FAYOR OF WOOD 

Little Delay Expected in Senate 
—His Opponents' Hold 

*. Hanna's Brief. ."-;. 7 

New Y o r k Sun Special Service. "* _ . . . . . 
' N iu -chuang , F e b . 26.—The Rev. Dr. W. H. Gillespie, a - missionary, 

a r r ived f rom Kwan-cheng- t se , - a n d o the r miss ionar ies a r e following, 
s ta tes t h a t t h e J a p a n e s e - h a v e landed a t Possie t Bay to the sou th of V l a d i | 
vos tok a n d ,have advanced t o . H u n c h u n . . _ ' . |? 

The Russ i an ga r r i son fled a t t h e i r - a p p r o a c h . T h e . J a p a n e s e a r e m a r c h | 
ing,on Kir in , f rom which point the w o m e n and civil ians a re leaving in a panic;. 
A Cossack r e g i m e n t is pa t ro l l ing t h e ' w e s t of t he Liao r iver , and a collisiotj 
Is feared .with the imper i a l Chinese t roops , w h o a re g u a r d i n g the railways 
Official not ice has -been i s sued . to the,effect t h a t . t h e admin i s t ra t ion h a s been 
removed . f rom •-Vladivostok to . KhabaroykV, . the . . n o r t h e r n t e rminus of th* 
Trans -S iber ian ra i l road , on' . the "Amur- fiver.; - ; . 1 • '. ;V ; y ?•' . ; . " . K. 
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R E P O R T I S C O N F I R M E D 

New York prelate,*; w h o is Archb i shop 
I r e l and ' s pr inc ipa l r ival for t he 
ca rd ina l ' s ha t , ' wh i ch t h e pope is 
disposed to bes tow on some Anier i -

. can Cathol ic leader-

New York Sun Special Service." t- ' i J^ .- ," ". 
Washington, Feb. 26.—The nomination 

of Leonard Wood to be major general 
will come before- the senate for actioa 
next Monday, according to an arrange
ment between Senators Forake'r and 
Blackburn. Mr. Blackburn was the only 
democratic member of the military affairs 
committee to vote against a favorable 
report on the nomination. 

I t is likely the nomination of General 
Wood will be confirmed with but little 
delayv Senators Scott, Teller, Blackburn 
and possibly one or two others will make 
speeches against it, but a "large majority 
will take the other side. 

Senator Scott now "has a brief of the 
Wbod case partially prepared by Senator 
Hanna. This will be completed and pre
sented to the senate. ? 

Accompanying the brief-are a number 
of affidavits against General Wood. These 
were not given to the military affairs.com
mittee when the case was under consid
eration,, but were held, in reserve for 
more effective use in the Senate. 

Senator Hanna regarded the committee 
as prejudiced in favor of Wood, and de
termined he would not waste his .best 
ammunition, but hold it for the actual 

Eng l i sh Missionary Refugees Dec la re 
t , J a p s A r e a t Poss ie t Bay.- -•. ;-r ' / 

Yin-kow, F e b . 26.—Native r e p o r t s 
t h a t t he J a p a n e s e landed., a t Poss ie t 
bay, a b o u t seventy-five miles sou th 
wes t of Vladivostok, a n d subsequent 
ly under took" opera t ions ' aga ins f 
H u n c h u n a n d toward Kir in , v Man
chur ia , have rece ived qualified confir
ma t ion f rom English ' missionary, 
refugees. . . . " 

Possiet bay is in Russ i an Manchur i a , 
a b o u t seventy-Aye miles sou thwes t of. 
Vladivostok. Hunchun" is o n . t h e left-
b a n k of t h e T u m e n r iver a n d abou t 
forty miles wes t of Possie t bay.. 

K i r in h a s a popula t ion of "100,000. 
I t is a wal led city a n d the capi ta l of 
t h e • p rovince of Kir in , ' Manchuria . ' 
K i r i n is some 200 niiles wes t of P o s 
siet bay. -

Kwang-eheng- t s i " is a b o u t eighty, 
miles wes t of Ki r in . Khaharovka* is 
a b o u t 400 miles n o r t h of-Vladivostok, ' 
w i t h w h i c h ' it is connected by '• r a i l 
road . . --^- . , . . -**. . . .* " y ^ 

" •»,>'*•«-' • v i t-^csp^^-; 

M E N A C E T O ' VLADIVOSTOK 

vostok possibly m a y ' b e 
wi th these opera t ions ; b u t unt i l m o r | | 
re l iable in format ion is > forthcoming* 
th i s r e p o r t must- be rece ived-wi th re^-
serVe."* I t ^ h a s " a l r eady 'been ' reported, 
frorii Tokio t h a t cer ta in Russ ian f o r c e | 
were* concen t ra t ing-a t POssiet bay. a 

: , - / * 
. " • ' ' . J * 

V P O R T A R T H U R S H E L L E D - * 

L a n d i n g Shows J a p a n e s e I n t e n d t o At 
t a c k R u s s i a n F o r t r e s s . 

l iondon, F e b . 26.—If 4 the r e p o r t 
f rom Yinkow of a J a p a n e s e l and ing 
n e a r Vladivostok, wh ich a t p resen t is 
based on miss ionary a n d na t ive s t a t e 
men t s , should 'p rove correct , a ; mos t 
i m p o r t a n t - a n d new ' 4eve lopn ieh t in 
t h e . J a p a n e s e ope ra t ions will have 
been revealed, a s . i t po in t s to a n a t 
t a c k on Vladivostok, f rom which P o s 
siet bay is only seventy-five miles dis
t an t . 

T h e r e p o r t t h a t t h e r a i l road h a s 
been cu t be tween H a r b i n . and - Vladi -

N o n c o m b a t a n t s Dr iven f rom T o w n in 
•'\i-t?#r~'\ Tuesday ' s Ba t t l e . -.;;_ . '/-'•£% 

^Chi-fu,. F e b . , 2 6 . — A r r i v a l s . fronj 
P o r t A r t h u r r e p o r t t h a t before t h e 
Tuesday at tack, t h e R u s s i a n s . r ece ived ' 
t i m e l y warn ing , f rom th r ee t o rped f 
boa t destroyers,* which m e t t h e Jap ' i 
anese-.fleet twen ty miles outside. 

The J a p a n e s e • fleet ' approache '4 
within* e igh t niiles •- of t h e • entrance, 
a n d commenced t h e a t t a c k . ' > .' • $ 

T h e first" to re ta l ia te ' were- t h e ' fort! , 
followed b y t h e Pe t ropavlovsk , t h e 
Novik, t h e P a l l a d a and ' t h e Askold. 

The engagemen t lasted unt i l nea r ly 
daylight , w h e n - t h e ; J a p a n e s e re t i red . 
Evidently..:they,. a t t e m p t e d . to des t roy 
the a rsena l . . .0 jft' r j 
- Many- j u n k s a t a n c h o r we're TJIOWJI . 

to- atjoms. - • - • ;• 
, The ,'Newsky w o r k s a n d t h e Eng ing 

works .were s t r u c k -'three • t imes . j 
Severa l ' she l l s fell j u s t s h o r t of this 

a rsenal , s t r ik ing t h e , m u d wa l l , sutu 
round ing it, b u t doing no-damage .* | ; 

Several g u a r d s were k i l l ed*by t h « • 
bu r s t i ng shells . Civilians took re fuge 
in the»-new: p a r t ' o f P o r t A r t h u r . | ' % 

Five thousand , m e n a r e work ing .day 
a n d n ight , s t r eng then ing t h e de> 
fenses of t h e garr i son, whic lTis 30,000 
s t r o n g a n d well provisioned. ^ 

Th ree m e r c h a n t s t eamers a r e stifl 
a t Por t* A r t h u r . j " 

A fleet of four J a p a n e s e ba t t l e sh ips 
a n d n ine cruisers , going wes tward , 
passed t h e n o r t h e a s t p r o m o n t o r y h e r * 
ea r ly yes t e rday morn ing . • -„- . ^ -; 


