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Q u e s t i o n s a n d R e m a r K s 

IF the J a p a n e s e can m a r c h al l n igh t and fight all day , 
on a m e n u of rice and a few dried fish, why a r e they 

so fierce after bear m e a t ? 
If K o r e a is the L a n d of t he Morn ing Calm when 

the re is no war , w h a t is she in the a f te rnoon w h e n 
the re is? 

If it is to be a l and campa ign from now on, w h a t 
a r e t he Russ ian and J a p a n e s e t e r m s for kop je and 
v e l d t ' 

Bu t these a re beaut iful days for t he geography 
m a k e r s T h e y c a n g e t o u t a n e w e d i t i o n e v e r y f o u r 

weeks a n d sell it. 
Some people were r a t h e r concerned a t the be

ginning of t h e t rouble because the J a p a n e s e have no 
swear words. So far, they don ' t seem to have found i t 
necessary to say a n y t h i n g m o r e t h a n " T h a t ' s all r igh t . " 

Ten years from now the Eng l i sh l anguage will no t 
know itself. In spi te of The H a g u e t r ibunal , w a r s 
keep on war r ing , a n d each one adds some th ing to the 
language . Sub-zero w e a t h e r froze up all t he f e r r i e s ' ' 
in New York, a n d t h e p a p e r s announce "Brooklyn 
v i a d n o s t o k e d . " T h a t cer ta in l j is t h e limjt. I t is l ike 

calling John "Jack-in-the-Box" for short. 

H . — L O R D S AND COMMONS. 

S u m m e r tLT\di W i » t e * « St«k*»\j»SF 

TH E pos tage s t a m p s were cur led up a n d b roken a t 

the edges, d ry a s ch ips and h a r d as boards , and 

ye edi tor h a d to chew on t h e m for half an hour , more 

or less, before they would st ick to any th ing . 

"Oh," said the postoffice man , "by mis t ake a few 

s u m m e r postage s t a m p s were sold and you probably 

got some of t hem." 

S u m m e r s t a m p s and winter s t a m p s ' T h a t seemed 

funny enough, bu t it is real ly so. Win t e r s t a m p s a re 
coated With a soft g lue t h a t Will not h a r d e n even in 
zero wea the r , a n d s u m m e r s t a m p s w e a r a Very h a r d 
glue t h a t w i th s t ands the softening effects of even 100 
degrees in the shade , a n d all sor ts of t roubles come if 
s u m m e r s t amps a re used in winter , or win te r s t a m p s 
in s u m m e r . 

And the re a r e o the r in te res t ing th ings a b o u t 

s tamps , too. Have you ever noticed t h a t it does no t 

tas te bad nowadays to lick a s t a m p ? T h a t is t he 
w i n t e r g r e e n flavoring T h e p o s t o f f i c e d e p a i t m e n t r e a l l y 
wants to keep on good t e r m s wi th i ts public, a n d a s the 

taste of glue is mos t dreadful ly suggest ive of hoofs a n d 

horns , r u b b e r boots a n d g u m shoes, it appo in ted a 

commit tee to examine in to the p re fe rence of public 

taste , and by m e a n s best k n o w n to themselves , they 
learned t h a t it was win te rg reen . All t i l ings considered, 
there seems to be a good deal m o r e to the m a k e - u p of 
s t a m p s t h a n is d r e a m e d of In the le t te r wr i t e r ' s 
phi losophy. 

F igures , those dis tressingly t ru thfu l th ings , show 

OS to be a bananA-eat ing nat ion . Near ly the ent i re 

Oanana crop of t he Wes t Ind ies and South Amer ica 

comes to the United States, and b a n a n a p lan ta t ions 
a re growing: m s.ze ever j j p a r This fact ough t to in
fluence the i m p u d e n t l i t t le South Amer ican na t ions to 
t r e a t us wi th a p rope r a m o u n t of respect . The b a n a n a 
t r ade is a m a t t e r of $9,000,000 a year , and is increas ing 
a t t he r a t e of $2,000,000 a n n u a l l y — a n d money talks , 
especially in South Amer ica . 

If you have a middle name , p r e p a r e ^to shed it. 
T h a t is, if you a r e a boy, a n d hope ever to be pres i 
dent of the Uni ted Sta tes . Of the twenty-five pres i 
dents , seventeen have h a d only two n a m e s and none 
has h a d th ree , a n d since 1880 not a pres ident h a s h a d 
t h r e e n a m e s . Mr . C l e v e l a n d o n c e h a d a first n a m e , b u t 

he d ropped i t in his ear ly youth , a n d th,".s gained a 

chance at being pres ident . 

i . *" 

T h e girls of a cer ta in New Eng land college shocked 
t h e f a c u l t y r e c e n t l y b y s l i d i n g d o w n h i l l o n uUStpanS. 

The grave and dignified professors have been wonder 

ing ever since w h a t they ough t to do abou t it. Any 
J u n i o r b o y w h o h a s e n j o y e d t h e u n e x c e l l e d c o a s t i n g 

th i s y e a r would say, "Buy a few bobsleds. There ' s 

no th ing like i t ." . . - _ - , ^ ^ ^ . ^ L . . , ' ; - , ^ , 

H D E T U R N B D to St. S tephen ' s . " T h a t is w h a t they 
*V say w h e n a m a n h a s been elected to t h e house 

of commons . Now, w h y ? Mount ing the s teps down 
which one goes to see Wes tmins te r Hal l , one en te r s a 
long corr idor , m a r k e d on t h e g round p lan of t he bui ld
ing a s St. S tephen ' s Hal l . I n the old pa lace of Wes t 
mins ter , t he chape l was dedica ted to St. Stephen, a n d 
wi th in its walls t he house of c o m m o n s m e t for sev
eral cen tur ies af ter leaving the Chap te r House a t 
Wes tmins t e r Abbey. So the hab i t w a s fo rmed of 
speak ing of election to p a r l i a m e n t as " r e t u r n e d to St. 
S tephen ' s . " In t h e fire of 1834, which des t royed the 
old palace, wi th the except ion of Wes tmins t e r Hal l , 
t he chapel wen t wi th the rest , a n d was not rebui l t . 
However , t he n a m e "St. S t ephen ' s " h a d become a n 
Es tab l i shed Custom and still cl ings to the s p o t 

St. S tephen ' s Hal l opens in to a g rea t oc tagona l 
hall , and the re a visit to the houses of pa r l i amen t m a y 
be said to begin. 

At t he capitol in Wash ing ton , every door leading 
to t he inner a n d official r o o m s is gua rded by m e n in 
civilian clothes, w i thou t a badge of any k ind to dis
t inguish t h e m . 
Cal lers for one of 
t h e na t ion ' s law
m a k e r s will be 
t a k e n into a semi-
pr iva te wrai t ing-
room, a n d if t he 
m a n he wishes to 
see is found, will 
be admi t t ed to 
t h e recep t ion-
r o o m s , t o a w a i t 
his coming. 

Not so a t ' the 
houses of par l ia 
men t . Po l icemen 
in uni form, wear 
ing he lme t s a n d 
a very dignified 
air , g u a r d every • 
a p p r o a c h . At the 
l e f t o f t h e o c t a g -
onal ha l l is the 
corridor of the 
house of com
mons, and lead
ing to th is is a 
lane, m a r k e d by 
heavy, red vel
vet cords, t h r u 
which t h e m e m b e r s pass in a n d out, t h u s never b € m g 
obliged to ejbow thei r way th ru a n y crowd t h a t m a y 

* congrega te . At the ends neares t the house of com
mons , two pol icemen s tand and a t t end to t h e business 
h a n d l e d a t W a s h i n g t o n by t h e men i n c i v i l i a n c l o t h e s . 
They a r e cour teous , ab le , helpful a n d very thought fu l . 
I n fac t t he London pol iceman is a gem wherever one 
finds him, a n d t h a t is everywhere and all t he t ime. 
No m a t t e r where I went , w h a t t ime of day, w h e t h e r 
i n t h e h e a r t o f t h e c i t y or in t h e o u t s k i r t s , I n e v e r w a s 
out of s ight of a t least one pol iceman. -

, Sending Tn a Card. 
The Bobby t akes the card, on which is wr i t ten 

the n a m e of the m e m b e r desired, and in t h e course of 
t ime, it m a k e s one j u m p to h e a r his n a m e called out, 
very, very loud, loud enough, in fact, to r each any
whe re in t h a t g r ea t hal l sixty feet in d i ame te r a n d 
seventy-five feet in height . I t is no t so bad if t he 
m e m b e r is coming, bu t if he is not, it is r a t h e r em
bar ra s s ing to have a h u n d r e d o the r s know it, too. 

A f t e r g i v i n g m y c a r d to t h e B o b b y , I t o l d h i m I 
would be wai t ing m one of the seats sca t te red abou t 
the room, and would he please show the member to 

t h rone , a n d one of t h e mos t vivid p ic tures I car r ied 
a w a y wi th m e w a s mere ly the one in my mind ' s eye, 
"where I saw the k i n g seated upon th is purp le and gilt 
th rone , while the h ighes t peers of the k ingdom a t t ended 
to his rob ing in t h e e rmine- l ined velvet mant le , and 
t h e n r anged themselves in h is t r a in and swept slowly 
a n d in s ta te t h r u t h e corr idor leading^to t h e house of 
lords. 

"A s i t t ing of the house of lords is real ly very in
te res t ing ," said m y kindly conductor . "Many of the old 
cus toms a r e still m existence, and if one only knows 
thei r origin some of t he s implest forms m e a n the 
most . F o r instance, when the house is up, ( ready to 
a d j o u r n ) the mot ion to ad journ is made in the words , 
'Who goes home? 4 In ancient days the count ry be tween 
the old palace of Wes tmins t e r and the city was in
fested wi th h ighwaymen , and it was the cus tom wi th 
the peers to leave in par t i es la rge enough for defense 
aga ins t the i r a t t acks . So periodically, t he call went 
up , 'Who goes h o m e ? ' and those who t h o u g h t they h a d 
s tayed long enough a t the i r duties, or who h a d h a d 
enough of the social diversions t h a t f requent ly fol
lowed a session, t he r eupon signified thei r in tent ions of 
leaving. The call h a s survived, a l tho i t • ha s lost i ts 
or iginal significance." 

W h e n Uie King B r e a k s a Ru le . 

A ru le is a ru le in England, unt i l the k ing b ieaka 

T h e czar w a n t s t he world to k n o w Russ ia a s she 
is and so has removed the ban of censorsh ip on the 
news sent ou t to foreign pape r s . Bu t t h e censorship 
of all the news pr in ted in Russ ian pape r s is t ighter 
t han ever, so t h a t t he r a n k and file of the Russ ians 
Know of thei r na t ion ' s reverses only a s the news m a y 

nappen to come back to t h e m secret ly from outs ide . 

I t is a poor rule t h a t will not w.ork both ways, and the 

czar would probably be doing the g rea tes t good to h i s 
p e o p l e if h e a l l o w e d t h e m to k n o w t h i n g s e x a c t l y a s 

chey a re , and not as t he cen«or<3 choose to h a \ e t h e m _ 

Appear. 

Houses of P a r l i a m e n t , Wes tmins t e r Abbey In t h e b a c k g r o u n d «*.t Jeft-

it. The l ibrary of the house of lords was never pol luted 
by smoke unt i l a n u m b e r of yea rs ago. The ru le 
ag.o.'nst smoking m the m a h o g a n y and moiocco l ea the r 
fitted r o o i r s was most r igidly enforced, and lo \ e r s of 
t h e w e e d a l - i *„„•»_ h a d t o J o u r n e y t o t h e s m o k i n g - r o o m 
o n the floor below when the craving g rew too s t r o n g -
to resist. But one day t h e - P r i n c e of Wales , now K i n £ « 
E d w a r d VII . was a t the house of lords and h a d jus t 
r e ached one of t he rooms of the sui te forming the 
l ibrary, when h e -was smi t ten T\ltli t he desire to smoke . 
H e produced a cigar, .struck a ma tch and l ighted his 
cigar, wi thout so m u c h as ask ing if it were permi t ted , 
a n d from t h a t day, t h a t pa r t i cu la r room, thus "smoked 
u p " by a coming king, ha s been the refuge of smoke r s 
a m o n g the m e m b e r s of the h ighe r house . 

'What t h e W o o l s a c k I s . 

The house'of lords is gorgeous in a combination of 
morocco leather , gilt and carved wood. Screens and pil
lars , a n d corbels, and n iches and window casings a r e 
e i ther carved or set wi th hera ld ic decora t ions in colors, 
touched here and there with gilt. It seems as if every 
square inch were decora ted in some fashion. The 

walls t o t h e 
he igh t of e ight 
or ten feet con
tain shields, set 

a f r aming of 
o a k , a n d b e a r 

oats of a r m s m 
all the beauty of , 
the original col
ors. The win
dows <A r e o f 
s ta ined glass, set 
with coats of 
a r m s and s imilar 
devices. And last 
of a l l , t h e r e u p o n 
the dais is the 
l ed and gold 
th rone . I t is 
no th ing unusua l 
n.s t h r o n e s go, b u t 
ne^ ertheless, t h a t 
single chair , se t 
so conspicuously, 
d r aws the eyes 
again and again . 

"Tha t seat jus t 
b e l o w t h e t h r o n e 
is the woolsack," 
said the pilot. 

Woolsack! W h a t did t h a t funny word belong to? 
J u s t a big, big o t toman , a s big as an old-fashioned, 
l a r g e , d o u b l e b e d -with t h e c o r n e r s c u t off, a n d With a n 
uphols te red post r is ing t h r u the middle . The seat is 
so broad t h a t t he re can be no comfort in si t t ing upon 
it, even if one is the lord chancel lor . 

T e a o n t l i e T e r r a c e . 
A. visit to t he houses of par l i ament , of course, 

would not be complete wi thou t a cup of tea on the te r 
race . So, before we r e t u r n e d to the house of commons 
side, out we went . I t seems like a d r e a m to me yet. 

T h e broad, historic r iver flowed placidly and im
posingly past , aga ins t a background of iV^turesque 
roofs a n d c h u r c h spires. Oh, the beau ty of the c h u r c h 
spi res in the Engl ish landscape . Behind, towered the , 
g r e a t m a s s of the buildings, so vast, so beautiful , so 
ove rwhe lming t h a t t he g rea tes t a m o n g m e n would feel 
h i s l i t t leness, h i s fai lures, h i s l imitat ions, even while 
h e gloried in the view. 

Li t t le tables in spotless covers were set conven
iently far apa r t , a n d whi te -capped ma ids hovered near 

Wes tmins t e r B r idge a n d Clock: Tower . 

me, a s I did not know h im a t all by sight , and m i g h t 
no t h e a r m y n a m e called. W i t h a bow t h a t Lord Ches
terfield himself m i g h t have given the g r andes t duchess 
of h is acqua in tance , Bobby wa t ched w h e r e I sat, and 
a half h o u r later , when " m y m e m b e r " appeared , his 
m e m o r y did no t fail him, a n d the re was no wait , no 
a w k w a r d n e s s in showing h i m to the p rope r owner of 
t h e c a r d 

Fly ing T h r u t h e H o u s e of Lords . 

The house of lords is not open to a n y one af ter 
3:30, so t h a t was the first des t inat ion. I t is impossible 
to a t t e m p t to give any descr ipt ion of t he rooms and 
hal ls a n d cor r idors t h r u which we passed. I t was 
m o r e o r l e s s a s c a m p e r , in o r d e r t o s e e t h e m a t a l l 
before they were closed, and t h e pic tures , t h e hera ld ic 
o rnamen t s , the symbols, devices, monograms , e t c , all 
m e a n too m u c h to be t aken in and unders tood in such 
a h u r r i e d t o u r . I n t h e p e e r s ' l obby , t h e r e a r e p e g s toy 
the hundred , each bea r ing the n a m e of a peer , a n d h e 
is supposed to h a n g his h a t upon t h a t peg, and no o ther . 

In t he k ing ' s rob ing room the re is a dais and 

m m mummm mem 


