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.f THE LITTLE ‘“NIPPON DENJI”
| MARCHES OFF READY TO DIE

Bomething About the Model Soldier of the Sunrise Kingdom—He
Is Generous, Charitable, Light-Hearted and Patriotic — The
| Iy Fighting Army Is the Flower of the Land’s Physique.

\

By Froderick Palmer, Speclal Correspondent of Collier's Weekly. Published by special arrange-
Copyright, 1004,

ment.

Tokio, Japan, Feb. 18.—You need
not travel far in Japan at this mo-
ment to realize the advantage of her
insular compactness. Compared to
Russia, her present task is as easy as
‘that of a postman with a dozen let-
ters to deliver in one office building
and a postman with a dozen letters
to dellver in as many prairlie countles.
In another way, the situation, on this
country's part, {8 much the same as
if all the American army were In
New York and New England, and,
rallroads of
these states, we were to mobilize our
troops in great divisions at Ports-
mouth, Boston, Fall Rlver, Provi-
dgnee, New Haven and New York; on
the enemy's part, it {8 much the same
as If land extended as far as the
Sandwich islands, and we had to send
the army in midwinter by a single
poor rallroad line to the rellef of a
besieged Honolulu, It is the empty-
ing of a cask with a number of big
funnels, on the one hand, and empty-
ing it by siphoning thru a small tube,
on the other.

In Russla proper there Is a stand-
ing army of twice the size of the
whole fighting strength of Japan. “The
best modern rifle will carry oniy-8,000
vards,” sald arJapanese offi ; "“the
Russians need one that will carry
5,000 miles.” General Forrest once
sald that he owed his success to “'get-
ting there firat with most men.” Dis-
tance accords this fortune to Japan.
FEven when we read of the mobiliza-
tion of the Siberian reserves, .and
think of Siberja’s vast expanse, we
find the Russlan in the plight of an
Arizoniang, who starts on a Tuesday to
catch a *’cdnesday's steamer in New
York.

Literally, Nippon Denjl means man
of Japan. Broadly, it means what
the boys in blue meant to the north,
or the little soldier of France means
to France. According to the Japa-
nese ldea, Nippon Denji is the fa-
vored youth of Japan, who has the
physique and the good fortune to get
into the army. He has little money
to spend, but spends that like a king.
He is generous, charitable, light-
hearted in hardships and longing to
3 In a word, he
nation,
for the patriotism which is the na-
tion's religion. Of all the warriors
1 have seen, he has the least weak-
ness for cafe boasting. You like him
better when he is in uniform than
when he is not, for he is more gentle-
mannered.

That fighting army is the flower of

the land’'s physique and humble char-
acter. Not half of the available
youths who reach conscription age

each vear are used. The strong boys
and the good boys are plcked out, and
the surplus is discarded by lot. The
chosen ones have the distinetion of a
volunteer and far more,; for not every
man who choosges can be a -soldier.
Im helght, Nippon Denji is not more
than five feet four or flve inches. This

is to his advantage. But when I tell
my Japanese friends so, they are not
pleased. Rather, they say that the

race is growing taller, and the for-
eigner overlooks the fact that many
Japanese are good-sized. :

It {8 not the height of a man, but
how he is built, that counts in a sol-
dier. To the slim, tall column of bone
and tissue, the heart is what auxiliary

steam power 18 to a salling yacht.
Nippon Denji has the power of a tow-
ing tug. He is not all bowsprit and
overhang. He has some strength to

put into the transport of his rifle and

kit as well as transporting himself.
Anv one who has seen a Japanese
coolle with bare body at work, his

muscle as firm under his brown skin
ag if it were bronze, knows that, for
his welght, no race can give the Jap-

anese odds in strength. Look over
the ranks of the regiment and you
will never find a spindle-shank. At

20 the Japanese reach the solidity of

maturity which goes with 27 or 28
in other races. Best of all, Nippon
Denjl is a small target. The bullet

that would go thru the throat of a tall
man goes over his hepd. As a sallor,
his size means more coal and gun
gpace. An occidental cannot stand up
in his engine-room and bumps his
head between decks.

If there is any chivalry in your
heart, Nippon Denji will find it. I
have been his neighbor now for ten
days. He owns the land, but does
not seem to claim it. Hot water makes
him near to godliness. Ha i3 alwdys
washing, as he may to his heart's con-
tent in this land of moisture. Your
reservist’s trousers may not fit; he may
be able to tell which is seat and
which is front only by technical in-
spection; but they are speckless and
his face shines with goap. For rest
he plays in water. You may sleep
elbow to elbow with him, feellng that
he is as clean as you are. Rich and

whom the government billets, A well-
to-do Japanese friend of mine had a
dozen soldiers in his house. The gov-
ernment officially paid him $1.25 for
lodging. Of course, the Nippon Den-
jis received this back in tobacco. They
need not shoot the Russians out of
Manchuria; they will go there with
cigarettes enough to smoke them out.
The women of Japan are playing the
same part in this war as their foreign
gsisters have in others. While the em-
peror devotes the bulllon and plate in
the palace to the war fund, the sweet-
hearts and wives throw thelr pin
money into the. common coffer and lay
aslde luxuries from the tables for Nip-
pon Denji.

The Model Soldier.

To me, the undying source of won-
der is how Nippon Denji manages to
efface himself. He owns the land and
enforces his ownership with politeness
and modesty.

‘How any one who looks at a line of
these sturdy men can think of the Jap-
anese as play soldlers is past under-
standing. The sguare jaws, the high
cheekbones, the bronze, tightly drawn
skin, even the expression of the slant
eyes as they guide on 'the line,’ be-
speak the other side of Japan, the mil-
itary side. Nippon Denji‘is more than
picturesque; he is martial-ldoking.
Without exactly defining how, you feel
that war is to his taste. This people
are proud of their physical vigor and
their prowess, not of their art pro-
ducts. The so-called femininity of the
nation, at the very point where it
seeems most essentially characteristic,
::-rml.ks into a masculinity that is Spar-

an.

Your samural of the feudal days
might go from an elaborate tea cere-
mony to commit suicide by hara-kiri
with coolness, which has no parallel in
any other land. The samurai youth,
who studied the arrangement of flow-
ers in the morning, might in the after-
noon eat rice soaked with fresh blood
to show his fortitude.

Almost Perfect Method.

The front of the station is the same
as in times of peace. Except for the
troop trains that he passes, the aver-
age passenger would not know that
anything is going on. But go to the
rear and side of the stone building at
Shimbashi, and in the little yard by
the freight platform you see where all
the work is done. The freight dis-
patcher’s office Is occupied by an of-
ficer; a row of feed boxes flanks one
side of the inclosure, and a pump pro-
claims that the Nlippon Denji may
wash his hands once more before he
entrains. The inclosure is never
crowded, There is a method, almost
a leisurely method, about everything
which, in the end, thank to years of
calculation, amounts to a rapidity
scarcely appreciated because it has
none of the signs of haste. Detach-
ments are brought in only as fast as
they can be entrained. To-night I
saw & company of sappers and miners,
which' had come in from some dis-
tance out of town on a rainy day,.wait-
Ing in one of the maln streets. Their
heavily laden pack ponles formed a
line a block in length, These Nippon
Denjis had a busy wash day before
them; for their coats were sheeted
with mud. There they would re-
main, snow or rain, till the word
should come that their train was
waiting. All night long, every day,
the embarkation goes on in the same
uniform way, as if the working day
were twenty-four hours long, Sundays
included.

The other morning I was awakened
before dawn by the cheers in honor
of the departing soldiers, which shows
that the little bronze images are be-
glnning to take notice in a most west-
ern fashion. We are psychologiecally
in what might be called the third
perfod of the war: The first, that of
its beginning, with its silence; the sec-
ond, that of victory, with its awaken-
ing from dumb intensity to enthuslasm
(both of which I have described); and
finally, that of the real hurrah period.
Those first few solemn days stood for
the home farewells, the Intimate fare-
wells. Tt was taken for granted that
each soldler was going forth to dle.
The family, the friends, literally
buried him in dry-eyved mourning. If
he survived, it would be a resurrection
with the attendant joy. At dinner, a
Japanese woman sald to an American,
“Countess So-and-So has four sons, all
in the army. Isn’t it splendid to give
g0 many lives to your country?”

Stoiclsm having accepted the in-
evitable, the personal farewells paid,
and the movement of troops begun—
then the soldiers became the army and
their friends the public. So to-day
there is a merry good-by. Japan
tends her sons away en masse, as if
they were golng on a pleasant tour,
and they answer back with smiles as
if back-breaking marches and suffer-
ing were not to be their portion.
Arches are erected, flags are flung to

the breeze, and the golden baskets of |

poor alike welcome hilm as a guest

fete days are raised.

FLOUR-SACK SUITS THE RAGE IN LUZON

Minneapolis Fabric Popular With

‘Wash the Red and Blue Brand Marks Out.

From Leslie's Weekly. By permission. Copyright, 1004,

BUNDAY TROUSERS FOR FILIPINOB

TMhe Filipino is not wasteful with
fabrics. He may be shiftless, but he
{s economical. All flour-sacks are

carefully preserved by him and made
into quite comfortable suits. The fact
that there are several red or blue lines
of advertisements across the cloth,
praising the brand of flour, does not
disturb the wearer. The natives of
the Mariquina valley of the island of
f.uzon utilize the American flour sack
on more systematic principles than na-
tives of other parts of the Philippines.
They not only buy sacks containing
flour, but also those that are empty.
They wash the sacks and then pro-
ceed to manufacture out of them
nants, shirts and other asticles of wear

e i i e bt it

the Natives, Who Do Not Even

MADE FROM MINNEAFOLIS FLOUR BACKS.

themselves, or turn the texture into

the shop of the native tailor, who
takes the proper measurements for
suits in a most serious manner. No

attempt seems to me made *to erase
the red and blue letters. The natives
do net understand the meaning of the
lines setting forth the merits of cer-
tain brands of flour, and appear to
regard the colored lettering as a cor-
rect ornament. They wear flour-gack
suits to church, to cock fights and
other notable events for the elite.
The texture is tougher by far than
the flimsy cotton stuffs that the Chi-
nese sell, and the natives hope that
the American flour manufacturers will

The Adventures of illy Prunes

. COMMERCIAL TRAVELER. ]

{Ry OUR NEW
DISCOVER

A COMPLETE
CLEAN UP
DoNe BY MACHINERY
0 0LLARS ¢

,//M‘f’ﬁ A :“

BiLLy MEWTen,

A LITTLE SESSION WITH THE TONSORIAL ARTIST

//
Dandy Jim (The Tonsorial Artist)—Say, Prunes, don't suppose it cuts much ice where I part your hair?
Billy Prunes—Well, anywhere but in the middle. : " x
Dandy Jim—Well, the middle is all the style. 3 4
Billy Prunes—7Yes, I know. But I used to part my hair in the middle until I finally parted with it al-
together. b
So, if you want to hold on to your handsome looks, keep away from the middle.

from the continent, where she received

i J'and recognlizing his fine voice, imme-
_ldiately secured for him a number of
‘I!New York engagements, where he met
Iwith an enthusiastic reception..

‘| singer of Montreal,

1group are Misses Maud Kennedy and
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THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL AT ST. CLOUD

Which now has the lafgest attendance of any of the Minnesota Schools.
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The Artists for “Parsifal.”
The roster of artists who are to as-
gist in the concert production of
“Parsifal” in Minneapolis April 18, is
now complete and the production
promises to be one of the musical
events of the year. ‘Walter 'Dam-
‘rogch, who is to direct the perform-
ance and who will be assisted by the
New York Symphony orchestra, has
exercised the greatest care in the se-
lection of his artists and they have
been chosen solely with regard to
their fitness -to interpret Wagner's
music.

Mihr-Hardy, who takes the part of
Kundry. Mme. Hardy is a native of
New York, where she has been in
great demand as'a Wagnerian singer
owing to her beautiful dramatic so-
prano. She has recently returned

several very flattering offers to go into
opera, but preferred to return to
America and take up concert work.

The ‘part of Parsifal is to be sung
by Dan F. Beddoe, a young singer
from Pittsburg. Mr. Beddoe, who I8
by descent a Welshman, has a beau-
tiful ringing tenor and is one of the
most promising singers in the country
to-day. Mr. Damrosch discovered his
talent last season at a local concert,

His
;subsequent singing In oratorio con-
firmed Mr. Damrosch’'s opinion, and
Mr. Beddoe was secured for this tour.
- The third of the soloists is Francis
Archambault, a prominent youfig
who takes the
part of Amfortas. Mr. Archambault
is frequently characterized as the
Plancon .of America, having a voice
which is marvelously like that of the
noted Frenchman, upon whose advice
Mr. Archambault took up music as a
profession. On his recent tour with
‘Damrosch he created a profound im-
‘pression.

In_ addition to these soloists there
will ‘'be two groups of young women
who will sing the flower-maiden
music. Those comprising the first

Margaret Crawford in addition to
Mme. Hardy. In the second group
are Misses Katharine Wheeler, Estelle
Bloomfield and Bertha Harmon, bet-
ter known to Minneapolis people as
Mrs. Bertha Harmon-Force. Mrs.
Force will be welcomed by many of
her former friends and acquaintances.
The hbeautiful wviolin solo in the
“Good Friday Spell” will be played
by David Mannes.

During the past week S. Kronberg
has been in the city conferring with
the local management about the ar-
rangements for the coming -concert.
Mr. Kronberg was here some years
ago in a similar capacity just before
the opening of the Grau grand opera
season.

The Schumann-Heink Recltal.
The definite announcement' that
the song recital by Mme. Schumann-
Heink Tuesday evening at the First
Baptist church is her last appearance

MME. SCHUMANN-HEINK,

Who will close the Teachers’ Club course with a
sohngchueiul Tuesday night at First Baptist
urch, .

in this city for a period of at least
accents the importance
of this musical evening. Mme. Schu-
mann-Heink is one of the few singers
before the public at present who 1is
able to interest all classes of music-
lovers. B8he has the true vocal art
and her singing is an object lesson in
the true art of song. Her power is
not in art alone, nor in her big, beau-
tiful voice with its wholesome ringing
quality, nor in the wonderful expres-
slon. To the perfection of all these Is
added a personal charm, a mellow
German emotional element that fur-
nishes inspiration and gives the full
value to voice, technic and expression.
There seems to be no dissent from
the opinion that Mme. Schumann-
Heink is capable of that almost im-
possible feat, realizing the ideal, in
her rendition of German songs, and
her art is equally finished in all of her
song interpretations. Her Minneapolis
program will include arias from* Mir-
ane” bg Ross; “Samson and Delilah,”
Saint Saens; and “Rienzl,” Wagner,
and the following group of songs: (a)
“Tod und das Madchen,” (b) “Unge-
duld,” Schubert; (o) Die Drel Zigeu-
ner,” Liszt; - (d) “Heimweh,” Hugo
‘Wolf; (e) “Frulingslied,” Becker.

Orchestral Seasons Close.
With the concert of Wednesday

orchestral season of Minneapolis will
close. The flnal concert will be one
of the best of the season. Miss Olive
Fremstad, an artist of great talent,
and acknowledged position will give
three numbers, singing from those
rolea In which her operatic successes
have been achieved. Emlil Oberhoffer,
director of the orchestra, has prepared
an excellent program for the closing
concert.

One of the most interesting of the
orchestral numbers will be the Tachal-
kowsky overture ‘‘Salenelle.” This
depicts the stirring events which fol-
lowed Napoleon’s, march on Moscow
and the burning of the town, with
clash 'of drums and the trumpets play-
ing the Marseillaise, against the Rus-
sian natlional anthem. The Russian
victory is finally announced with the
clang of bells and sound of cannon,
and the overture ends with a grand
choral in:the.cathedral. .The entire
program is as follows:

Pomp #dnd Circumstance,’” Military
Mareh 'In D .......covedaiiiianannnas « Tlgar
Overture, *‘Sakuntala’ ldmark

A.r{lja. I"O Don Fatale"” from opera '‘Don

‘arlos'

Olive Fremstad. Orchestra aoeomapnnimnnt.
ym-

|espagso,” Lamento and Triomfo,

Four Norweglan Fo! SI- .(-Dl-ﬂl!:l;f.ﬁ‘-l‘-t;
accompaniment) — “'Solorigs Vug%er-
{ge,”’ “Med en Prhm!}a Verls,”! “Ved

Rundarus,' “Bit S8yn” ...... .. ... Grieg
| Miss Fremstad.
Peer- Gynt - Suite No.- 1—'‘Morning"’
“‘Ase's Death,”” ‘“‘Anitra’s Dance,™
“Tn the Hall of the Mountain 1 eeGrleg
|*Traume’” (study to ‘'Tristan and 3
Isolde"’ ‘.,..' ....... Adaaay iessasssnes WAgDEr
*“Heguidilla™ from ‘‘Carmen'’ snpnsmss
., Miss ;Fremstad and tra,
Overture, ‘'Balenelle’ ............Tschalkowsky

Thmdm Plans.

year the public schools were chosen

. First among the soloists is Mme, | ¢hapel for those living south.

fortnightly meetings in the Unitarian
church but every year a series of pro-:
grams are given thru the city. Last

as auditorilums and the school children
were favored with charming programs
by well-known singers. This year the.
grown-ups are to enjoy the concerts
which are to be given in the evening.

Fifteenth avenue NE, thru which the
people of Northeast Minneapolis may
be reached and the other in Riverside
They '
are not benefit entertainments and
are given in the settlements because
they offer more suitable halls.
The Drummond hall concert will be
Thursday and a most delightful pro-
gram has been arranged by the com-
mittee, Mmes. W. 8. Marshall, Charles
M. Lane and F. 8. Muckey. The num-
bers will be as follows:
Plano, Military Marches,’”’ Nos. 1,
T B TSR e e e e #chubert
Miss Irene, Wood, Miss Hulalle Chenevert.
Violin, S8low Mo t from to,
“Lento ma non troppo’...... Richard Strauss
Miss Mabel Aogustine.
Song, "I Oannot Live Without Thee'....Mattel
Miss Mabel Runge.
Plano, ‘“*“Hungarian Rhapsodie No, 6'"....Lisst
Miss Margaret Gilmore.
Song, "I Love Thee' ........covunnnnns
Miss Myn Stoddard.

Bongs, ‘'The Years at the Spring'......Hartog
‘““When Sylvia Saunters By'' ...... De Koven
Miss Alberta Fisher,
Violin, "Romence sans paroles et
BOBAD " = s e s n b aa A Wieniawnki

Quartet, “S Anien ‘Gypay oL Las Damrosch
f panis| YPEY rl”" Lassen-Dam
Mise Alberta Fisher, Miss Mabel Hunge, Mrs. W.
8. Marshall, Miss Myn Stoddard.
Accompanists—Miss Irene Wood, W. S. Marshall,

A Special Vesper Program.

The third in the serles of Vespers
will be given to-morrow at 4 p. m. at
the Unitarian church under the direc-
tion of Miss Anna De Witt Cook, or- -
ganist. The program will be given by
the Arion quartet: A.P. Gearing, first
tenor; J. Austin Williams, second ten-=
or; D, M. Weishoon, first bass; Charles
Laird, second bass. They will bs as-
sisted by Miss Ednah Hall, soprano,
and William Wellington Norton, vio-
linist. The'program is as follows:
Organ Prelude, “Vesper Bells”........Bplmmey

artet, ‘‘Remember Now Thy Creator'’ odes
Mn, * e e 0 et saiaioa Gluck
: Mr. Norton
Solo, “‘Soft Bouthern Breezes” .......... Barnby
Mr. Will
Quartet, ““Ave Marlg’® ....ccecvssennnses Nessl
Offertory, organ, ‘‘Berceuse’ ssssss,.Nevin
5010 ..enss A e P s t.. Selected
Mr. Lalrd |
Violin and Organ, “‘Elegie’ ............ Brnst
" Mr. Norton and Miss Cook,
Solo, “To the Anﬁeh" ................ Zards
+ Violin Obligato. Mr. Norton.
Qt}ns_r_t»et. “Battle Hymn'" (from ‘‘Rien-
er

Sixth Lenten Service.

The sixth of the series of speclal|
L.enten musical services will be given |
next Wednesday evening at St. Mark's
procathedral. Mendelssohn's Motet
for soprano solo and chorus, “Hear
My Prayer,” and excerpts from Stain-
er’s cantata, “Daughter of Jairus,” will
be sung by the full vested choir of
forty boys and men under the diree-
tion of G. H. Normington.

The “Crucifixion” will be sung on
Wednesday in Holy Week this year in-
stead of Good Friday as in former
vears. No ticket of admisslon is re-
dquired.

RICHARD STRAUSS GOMES

FAMOUS GERMAN COMPOSER AND
HIS WIFE TO BE HEARD HERE
NEXT MONTH IN RECITAL.

-

Richard Strauss, the greatest liv-
§ng composer, has been persuaded to
include Minneapolis in the itinerary of
his American tour. He is coming in
April. This will, in large measure, be
the crowning event of an exceedingly
fruitful musical -season. His appear-
ance here will be in the nature of a
recital of his own songs, which will
be interpreted by his wife, Mme.
Pauline Strauss-de Ahna, an artistic
dramatic soprano.

Since the advent of Richard Wag-
ner, no composer has aroused the
storm of discussion that Dr. Strauss
has. In Germany he Is described,
since the death of Brahms, as ‘“‘the
only composer who deserves foreign
applause.” He is frequently com-
with Beethoven, and as often called
the successor of Wagner. He is the
high priest of that cult which holds
that certain bars of music may be
made to convey the same certain
definite ideas to the minds of many
people. In his famous wife, Dr.
Strauss has a wonderfully capable and
sympathetic interpreter, and in the
east Dr. Strauss and his wife have had
tremendous Vogue.

CLASS OF '04 SHOW

Central High Olass Will Bring Famous
Characterist Here.

Central High school’s senior enter-
tainments have usually been in the
form of Plays. This year's class de-
clded to* vary the rule, and has se-
cured Elias Day, characterist, who
will appear at the East High audi-
torium March 30. Mr. Day was an
unknown man Bix years ago and filled
only thirty engagements. Last sea-
gon there were 150 courses that num-
bered Mr. Day as one of their attrac-
tions, forty-eight of them being re-
turn dates. He is one of the clever-
est artists in his line in the country.
so that his appearance here will ba
of general interest and not confined to
the high school. The Central High

School Mandolin club will play. Spe-
cial car service is promised. The,
committee in charge: Ralph T.

Knight, Florence Paul, Myrtle Smith,
Hugh H. Waldron, Marjorie Edwards,
Nina Veeder,. Robert Harris.

The receipts go to the purchase of
the senior class memorial. 7

CAMPBELL MORGAN COMING

Moody's Successor Will Speak at Wes-
ley Next Month,
Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, successor

of Dwight L. Moody in the Northfield
extension work, will preach and lec-

April 19, in the afternoon and evening.
Dr. Morgan has been in this country
for ‘three -years and has’conducted
meetings in_all the great cities of this'
country. This will be the only oppor-
tunity -to hear him for at least two
years, as he is booked after that far

friend Rev. T. H. ‘Archer, and has
consented to preach and lecture on
behalf of the latter's work at Wesley

R. R. Leaves 8:36-p. m. d
riving Des Moines 7:10
Omaha 8:056 a. m. Thru

aily, ar-
a. m. and
Pullman

south and west.

it. Both phones 876.
Company.

Smart Weed and Belladonna, com
bined with the other ingredients used-
in the best porous plasters, make Car

W. S. Nott

-

S o § The-gducational work.of the Thurs-|best.in the market, Pric

ter's 8. W. & B. Backache Plgi.fl’bm ﬁiﬂhn’

day Husloa.la {s not confined to the

brummond hall, Second stt:eet and -

ture in Wesley Methodist church on -

ahead. He is coming to visit'his old

chapel and Ruskin hall. ‘

“Omaha and Des Moines Iimited.” '
Via the Minneapolis &' St. Louis -
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