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a d v a n c e d a n d t h e r e f o r e t h e s e t t l e m e n t 
s h o u l d s h o w u n d e r t h e p r e s e n t a d m i n ­
i s t r a t i o n a h i g h e r p r i c e r e c e i v e d . T h e 
s e t t l e m e n t s f o r t r e s p a s s u n d e r t h e 
p r e s e n t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s h o w t h a t t h e 
t r e s p a s s s e t t l e m e n t s h a v e b e e n m a d e 
a t a h i g h e r p r i c e t h a n t h e p u b l i c s a l e s , 
w h i l e t h e r e c o r d of c a s e s y e a r b y 
y e a r d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n s h o w s e t t l e m e n t s a t 50 t o 76 p e r 
c e n t o f t h e p r i c e r e c e i v e d f o r t i m b e r 
a t p u b l i c s a l e s . 

I n a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h r e g a r d t o 
t h i s r e p o r t , o n l y a s y n o p s i s of w h i c h , 
o f c o u r s e , h a s b e e n p u b l i s h e d , t h e e x -
a u d i t o r c o m p l a i n s of p e r s e c u t i o n , a n d 
c h a r g e s t h a t t h i s w o r k i s d o n e f o r 
p o l i t i c a l e f f e c t f o r t h e p u r p o s e of 
d a m a g i n g h i m a s a c a n d i d a t e . A 
s u f f i c i e n t a n s w e r t o t h i s i s t h a t i t w a s 
o r d e r e d b y t h e l e g i s l a t u r e a t t h e l a s t 
s e s s i o n — l o n g b e f o r e t h e c a n d i d a t e s 
f o r g o v e r n o r w e r e i n t h e f ie ld. T h a t 
i t h a s b e e n d e l a y e d Mo t h i s t i m e i s 
m a i n l y d u e t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e m e n 
e m p l o y e d t o p r e p a r e t h e r e p o r t a b a n ­
d o n e d t h e i r w o r k f o r s o m e p e c u l i a r 
r e a s o n w h e n i t w a s a b o u t h a l f c o m ­
p l e t e d , v o l u n t e e r e d w r i t t e n s t a t e ­
m e n t s t o M r . D u n n t h a t t h e y f o u n d 
n o t h i n g t o c r i t i c i s e , a n d o n e of t h e m 
w e n t i n t o e m p l o y m e n t in h i s c a m ­
p a i g n h e a d q u a r t e r s . 

W e cannot tell w h a t Mv. Lind th inks 
about it, but i t looks to some of us a s if 
Mr. Towler, pres ident of the trus tees of 
the soldiers' home, were a bad m a n to 
stir up. 

Public Examiner's Report on 
l Timber Trespass. 

- T h e l e g i s l a t i v e s e s s i o n of 1 8 9 5 p a s s e d 
a l a w ( c h a p t e r 1 6 3 ) f o r t h e p u r p o s e 
o f d i s c o u r a g i n g t r e s p a s s b y l u m b e r ­
m e n on s t a t e t i m b e r l a n d s . I t w a s 
r e p r e s e n t e d t h a t i n c u t t i n g t i m b e r o n 
t h e i r o w n l a n d s , l u m b e r m e n w e r e n o t 
a l w a y s c a r e f u l t o o b s e r v e t h e s e c t i o n 
l i n e s , a n d o f t e n t r e s p a s s e d u p o n s t a t e 
l a n d , c u t t i n g t i m b e r w h i c h b e l o n g e d 
t o t h e s t a t e a n d s e t t l i n g for i t a f t e r ­
w a r d , if r e q u i r e d t o d o s o . I t a p ­
p e a r e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e s t a t e ' s i n t e r ­
e s t s w e r e n o t a l w a y s p r o p e r l y g u a r d e d , 
a n d s o t h e l a w p r o v i d e d , t h a t i n t h e 
c a s e of t r e s p a s s , t h e t i m b e r c u t s h o u l d 
b e e s t i m a t e d b y s t a t e a g e n t s a t i t s r e a l 
v a l u e , a n d t h a t s e t t l e m e n t s h o u l d b e 
m a d e a t d o u b l e t h e e s t i m a t e i n c a s e 
o f a c c i d e n t a l t r e s p a s s , a n d a t t h r e e 
t i m e s t h e v a l u e in t h e c a s e o f w i l f u l 
t r e s p a s s . 

I t s e e m e d w h e n t h i s l a w w a s p a s s e d 
t h a t t h e s t a t e h a d p r o t e c t e d i t s e l f 
p r e t t y t h o r o l y a g a i n s t t r e s p a s s , a n d 
t h a t i t h a d m a d e t r e s p a s s s o u n p r o f i t ­
a b l e , if t h e l a w w e r e e n f o r c e d b y t h e 
s t a t e a u d i t o r , i t w o u l d b e p r a c t i c a l l y 
a b o l i s h e d . 

T h e P r i n c e t o n U n i o n , o n M a y 11 , 
1 8 9 3 , c a l l e d a t t e n t i o n t o t h e d e f e c t s 
i n t h e l a w e x i s t i n g a t t h a t t i m e , l e a v ­
i n g t o o m u c h d i s c r e t i o n a r y p o w e r 
u p o n t h e a u d i t o r t o s e t t l e in c a s e s of 
t respass , a n d m a d e t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e ­
m e n t : 

S t a t e a u d i t o r s h a v e e x e r c i s e d t o o 
m u c h d i s c r e t i o n a r y p o w e r h e r e t o f o r e , 
a n d i t i s h i g h t i m e t h a t t h e p r e c e d e n t 
w a s e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t m e r e c l e r k s o f 
t h e s t a t e c a n n o t d i s p o s e o f p i n e t i m ­
b e r o f t h e s t a t e t o t h e i r f a v o r i t e s f o r 
a t i t h e of i t s v a l u e ar ia i n flagrant v i o ­
l a t i o n o f l a w . 

T h e e d i t o r a n d p r o p r i e t o r of t h e 
P r i n c e t o n U n i o n , c o m i n g i n t o off ice 
a s s t a t e a u d i t o r t w o y e a r s l a t er , i t 
w a s c o n f i d e n t l y e x p e c t e d t h a t , , w i t h 
t h e l a w of 1895 t o b a c k h i m u p , t i m ­
b e r t r e s p a s s w o u l d p r a c t i c a l l y c e a s e , 
a n d , a s h e s t a t e d in h i s p a p e r , t i m ­
b e r l a n d w o u l d n o l o n g e r b e d i s p o s e d 
o f a t l e s s t h a n i t s v a l u e a n d in flagrant 
v i o l a t i o n of t h e l a w . 

Y e s t e r d a y a r e p o r t w a s m a d e t o t h e 
g o v e r n o r by t h e p u b l i c e x a m i n e r 
w h i c h c l e a r l y s h o w s t h a t t h a t h o p e 
w a s n o t r e a l i z e d . U n d e r t h e i n s t r u c ­
t i o n s of t h e l e g i s l a t u r e , t h e p u b l i c e x ­
a m i n e r h a s b e e n e n g a g e d for s e v e r a l 
m o n t h s in m a k i n g a n e x a m i n a t i o n of 
t h e a u d i t o r ' s off ice. T h e r e p o r t s u b ­
m i t t e d y e s t e r d a y s h o w s t h a t in s i x t y -
n i n e car.es o f t i m b e r t r e s p a s s , o c c u r ­
r i n g d u r i n g t h e y e a r s 1 8 9 5 t o 1 9 0 2 , 
i n c l u s i v e , s e t t l e m e n t s h a v e b e e n m a d e 
w i t h t i m b e r t r e s p a s s e r s b y t h e s t a t e 
a u d i t o r for s u m s a g g r e g a t i n g n e a r l y 
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 l e s s t h a n t h e s t a t e w a s e n ­
t i t l e d t o r e c o v e r . T h e s u b s t a n c e of 
t h a t r e p o r t w a s g i v e n t o t h e r e a d e r s of 
T h e J o u r n a l y e s t e r d a y . 

I n c o n s i d e r i n g t h i s r e p o r t w e t a k e 
It t h a t t h e p u b l i c i s c o n c e r n e d n o t s o 
m u c h w i t h t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e l u m b e r ­
m e n in s e c u r i n g t h e i r t i m b e r f r o m 
s t a t e l a n d s a t l e s s m o n e y t h a n t h e l a w 
r e q u i r e s t h e m t o p a y , a s w i t h t h e c o n ­
d u c t of t h e s t a t e ' s a g e n t in d i s p o s i n g 
of t h a t t i m b e r f o r l e s s t h a n h a l f t h e 
s t a t e w a s e n t i t l e d to r e c e i v e . T h e 
a c t i o n of t h e l u m b e r m e n i n s e e k i n g t o 
a c q u i r e t h i s t i m b e r a t t h e l o w e s t p o s ­
s i b l e p r i c e , w h e t h e r i t b e a l t o g e t h e r 
f r e e f r o m c r i t i c i s m or n o t , w i l l b e 
v i e w e d b y t h e p u b l i c g e n e r a l l y f r o m 
t h e s t a n d p o i n t of a b u s i n e s s t r a n s ­
a c t i o n . T h e p u b l i c , h o w e v e r , h a s a 
r i g h t t o d e m a n d , a n d wi l l , n o d o u b t , 
r e q u i r e a n e x p l a n a t i o n f r o m i t s a g e n t , 
w h o a p p e a r s t o h a v e n e g l e c t e d t h e 
I n t e r e s t s o f t h e s t a t e a n d t o h a v e , 
w h i l e " a c t i n g a s a m e r e c l e r k of t h e 
s ta te , d i s p o s e d of p i n e t i m b e r ( b e ­
l o n g i n g t o t h e s t a t e ) a t a t i t h e of i t s 
v a l u e a n d in f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n of t h e 
l a w . " 

S e v e r a l p e c u l i a r f a c t s h a v e b e e n d e ­
v e l o p e d , b y t h i s e x a m i n a t i o n i n t o t h e 
s e t t l e m e n t of t h e s e t r e s p a s s c a s e s . 
F o r i n s t a n c e , i t a p p e a r s t h a t t i m b e r 
a c q u i r e d f r o m t h e s t a t e b y t r e s p a s s 
h a s c o s t t h e t r e s p a s s e r s l e s s i n p r i ­
v a t e s e t t l e m e n t w i t h t h e a u d i t o r t h a n 
t h a t w h i c h t h e y h a v e b e e n o b l i g e d t o 
p a y in b u y i n g t i m b e r a t p u b l i c s a l e . 
I n o t h e r w o r d s , i t w a s c h e a p e r t o g o 
u p o n s t a t e l a n d a s t r e s p a s s e r s a n d 
t a k e t i m b e r a n d s e t t l e w i t h t h e s t a t e 
a u d i t o r f o r i t a f t e r w a r d s t h a n i t w a s 
t o b u y i t a t p u b l i c 'sale, a l t h o t h e l a w 
c l e a r l y p r o v i d e s " a n d c e r t a i n l y i n ­
t e n d s t h a t t i m b e r t a k e n in t r e s p a s s 
s h o u l d b e p a i d for a t s u c h p r i c e s a s 
w o u l d m a k e i t u n d e s i r a b l e a n d u n ­
p r o f i t a b l e t o c o m m i t a t r e s p a s s . 

A s f o r a c o m p a r i s o n of t h e s t u m p -
a g e p r i c e o b t a i n e d b y t h e p r e s e n t 
a u d i t o r a n d h i s p r e d e c e s s o r , i t i s 

The Liberty Bell. 
T h e P h i l a d e l p h i a c o u n c i l y e s t e r d a y 

d e c i d e d t o s e n d t h e o l d h e r a l d of o u r 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r t i e s , t h e L i b e r t y be l l , t o 
t h e L o u i s i a n a P u r c h a s e E x p o s i t i o n a t 
St . L o u i s . 

T h e v e n e r a b l e r e l i c w h i c h , i n i t s o l d 
a g e , h a s b e e n a n o b j e c t of d e e p p u b l i c 
i n t e r e s t a t s e v e r a l e x p o s i t i o n s n o r t h 
a n d s o u t h d u r i n g t h e l a s t t w e n t y - f i v e 
y e a r s , i s n o w b o o k e d f o r a n e x t e n s i v e 
t r i p t h r u a d o z e n s t a t e s a n d t e r r i t o r i e s 
w e s t of t h e M i s s i s s i p p i w h i c h w e r e i n ­
c l u d e d in t h e o r i g i n a l L o u i s i a n a p u r ­
c h a s e , t h a t t h e p e o p l e m a y l o o k u p o n 
t h e h i s t o r i c r e l i c a n d r e c a l l t h e d a y 
w h e n , i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , i t e m p h a s i z e d 
t h r u i t s s t a l w a r t i r o n t h r o a t t h e s i g n ­
i n g of t h e D e c l a r a t i o n of, I n d e p e n d ­
e n c e a n d m a d e a p r o c l a m a t i o n of 
" L i b e r t y t h r u o u t t h e l a n d u n t o a l l t h e 
i n h a b i t a n t s t h e r e o f . " 

T h e " L i b e r t y B e l l " m u s t n e e d s p a s s 
t h r u M i n n e s o t a , a l a r g e p o r t i o n of 
w h i c h l a y u n d e r t h e S p a n i s h a n d 
F r e n c h flags s u c c e s s i v e l y , b e f o r e . 
L a u s a t , t h e a g e n t of N a p o l e o n , f o r m ­
a l l y t r a n s f e r r e d t h e v a s t t e r r i t o r y of 
L o u i s i a n a t o t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r s of t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , G o v e r n o r C l a i b o r n e of 
M i s s i s s i p p i a n d G e n e r a l J a m e s W i l i n -
s o n of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a r m y . 
L o u i s i a n a a c q u i r e d , G o v e r n o r C l a i ­
b o r n e w i t h m u c h e m p h a s i s d e c l a r e d to 
t h e l e g i s l a t u r e i n 1 8 0 5 , t h a t " t h e 
M i s i s s i p p i w i l l c e a s e t o flow b e f o r e 
L o u i s i a n a s h a l l c e a s e to b e a p a r t of 
t h e A m e r i c a n u n i o n . " 

T h r u t h e s t a t e of L o u i s i a n a a n d 
t h r u t h e o t h e r s t a t e s w h i c h o n c e c o m ­
p r i s e d t h e o l d L o u i s i a n a t e r r i t o r y , t h e 
h i s t o r i c " L i b e r t y B e l l " w i l l t r a v e l w i t h 
f r e q u e n t p a u s e s t o p e r m i t t h e i n h a b i t ­
a n t s o f t h e l a n d t o b e h o l d t h e p r b -
c l a i m e r a n d p r o p h e t of t h e i r l i b e r t i e s , 
a n d r e a d in s u c h o b j e c t l e s s o n t h e n a ­
t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n u p o n a l l c i t i z e n s t o 
b e a l e r t a s a g a i n s t a l l r e a l e n c r o a c h ­
m e n t s o n t h e i r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l i b e r t i e s . 

O c c a s i o n a l l y o n e n o t e s in t h e p r e s s 
s o m e d i s p o s i t i o n t o j o k e o v e r t h e 
s e n d i n g o f t h e " L i b e r t y B e l l ' t o e x p o ­
s i t i o n s a n d t o b e l i t t l e i t s i m p o r t a n c e 
a s a h i s t o r i c a l l y s u g g e s t i v e re l i c . T h i s 
b e t o k e n s a v e r y o b j e c t i o n a b l e s p i r i t , 
w h i c h , h o w e v e r , i s n o t i n f l u e n c i n g t h e 
p u b l i c m i n d t o a n y s e r i o u s e x t e n t . T h e 
r e v i v a l o f i n t e r e s t i n o u r r e v o l u t i o n ­
a r y s t r u g g l e s i n c e t h e c e n t e n n i a l e x ­
p o s i t i o n of 1876 h a s d e e p e n e d t h e 
g e n u i n e i n t e r e s t i n t h e s t u d y of t h a t 
p e r i o d a n d h a s s h o w n m o r e c o r r e c t l y 
t h e u n d e r l y i n g m o t i v e s of t h e d i s ­
t i n g u i s h e d m e n w h o s i g n e d t h e D e ­
c l a r a t i o n of I n d e p e n d e n c e a n d h e a r d 
t h e " L i b e r t y B e l l " r i n g o u t i t s p r o ­
c l a m a t i o n . 

c e i v i n g r e c o g n i t i o n f o r t r u e w o r t h i n 
t h e e d i t o r i a l c o l u m n s o f o n e of t h e 
g r e a t j o u r n a l s o f t h e country.-.->It j u s ­
t i f ies t h e h o p e t h a t w e h a v e n o t d e ­
p a r t e d s o f a r a s w e m a y s e e m t p h a v e 
g o n e f r o m c o r r e c t e s t i m a t e s o f t r u e 
m a n h o o d ; t h a t w e a l t h a n d b i r t h a n d 
p o w e r h a v e n o t e n t i r e l y d a z z l e d o u r 
e y e s a n d w a r p e d o u r j u d g m e n t s o t h a t 
w e c a n n o t d i s c o v e r h o w m u c h of r e a l 
h e r o i s m a n d n o b i l i t y o f s p i r i t ; o f u n ­
s e l f i s h n e s s a n d d i l i g e n c e i n w e l l d o ­
i n g i s to b e f o u n d a m o n g t h e m e n a n d 
w o m e n w h o dp t h e s i m p l e t a s k s an.<jl, 
o c c u p y t h e m o d e s t s t a t a i o n s i n l i f e . Sf : 

Mr. D u n n is quoted by a morning paper 
a s say ing of the pubjic examiner 's report 
that ''it is an exparte s ta t ement bolstered 
up by the a l leged ev idence of a m a n w h o 
does not know a pine tree from a bass -
wood." The evidence of only three people 
is g iven in the report; they are Dedon, 
Mitchell and Fullerton, all of w h o m were 
in Mr. Dunn's employ a s lumber experts . 
Mr. Dunn complains that the report is 
made by a m a n w h o m he, in common w i t h 
m a n y others, would not bel ieve under 
oath. This refers to the public examiner, 
no doubt. A s it happens , however, the 
veracity of the public examiner is not 
l ikely to be tes ted in this connection. So 
far a s these mat t er s are concerned, it 
doesn't make a n y difference, apparently, 
whether the examiner i s a liar or not. The 
records of the auditor's office are all 
that interest the public, and these are to 
be the bas i s of the proposed su i t s to re ­
cover money due the s tate . Clearly, Mr. 
Johnson's offense i s that he has dug up 
the records. •'.••.-; ,A/-V; :;K" V:;; 

cel lent company may be ment ioned Naoe 
Bonvil le , who plays a professional con­
spirator wi th discretion, and ' Miss Ida 
H a w l e y - in t h e role 'Of h is :flirtatious 
daughter.: : .?;^4h* V< v>": ' 

The production ^s well put on thruout, 
and seemed greatly to please the 'large 
aH§Jgn4^y^&fc; fa thered last night. 
' l l l i ^ f S M ; ' ~ W . B. Chambe: W, B. Chamberlain. 

George Gunton, editor of Gunton's 
Magazine, says : "What the n a t i o n w a n t s 
to -day is bus iness stabil ity, and i t want s 
a president w h o can be relied upon not to 
be a bus iness disturber." There are no 
doubt certain kinds of bus iness that do 
not w a n t to be disturbed. The beef trust 
does not w i s h to be disturbed, the merger 
would have preferred to have been let 
alone, the anthrac i te trust go t mad w h e n 
the president s u g g e s t e d that they submit 
their quarrel w i t h their employees to a 
commiss ion. Mr. Gunton Is partly right 
about it; but it isn't the nat ion, i t 's cer­
ta in interests that are particularly down 
on disturbers. The nat ion really w a n t s 
a l i tt le disturbing done in the right w a y 
and in the right places once in a whi le and 
it will not e lect a m a n w h o i s not bel ieved 
to be t h e right kind of a disturber. 

•*" Mr. Skinner's New Production. ? i 
Special to The Journal. 

Milwaukee, Wis. , May 6.—-Otis Skinner's 
production, "The Harvester ," had its 
premier here, at the Davidson theater last 
n ight before an audience of representat ive 
Miiwaukeeans filling every inch of s i t t ing 
and s tanding space. The rise of the cur­
tain w a s greeted with a b ig round of ap­
plause, voicing good wishes for Mr. Skin­
ner, a s well a s admiration for 'the idyllic 
picture' of harvest fields presented. This 
auspicious start w a s followed by a s trong 
ac t ing scene be tween Toinette , Francois— 
whose offer of marriage she refuses—and 
the Harvester , w h o m she loves, not wise ly 
but too well. This thoroly enchained the 
interest until the act w a s over, when the 
audience burst into spontaneous applause 
a s Toinette , deserted by her wayward 
gypsy lover, s inks fainting in the arms 
of the faithful Francois . Mr. Skinner's 
first entrance a s a b r a w n y ; reaper, scythe 
on shoulder and rollicking song on lips, 
w a s ' interrupted by applause continuing 
fully t w o minutes . F r o m this point the 
audience sat fascinated by the* simple but 
mov ing s tory of humble love and sacri­
fice, se t in various arcadian scenes of 
uncommon beauty, filled wi th original ac ­
t ion and unexpected c l imaxes . The c los­
ing scene wi tnessed the Harvester 's final 
flight on Christmas eve. after the wrongs 
his desertion of Toinette has caused, have 
all been righted. 

The denouement was a complete sur­
prise to everybody and tho pathetic , its 
logic w a s acknowledged. Mr. Skinner w a s 
enthusiast ical ly recalled a t the end of his 
most effective scene, at, .the end of the 
third act , and forced to .make a curtain 
speech. 

The cas t proved strong thruout and 
the performance smooth, considering the 
elaborate character of the production. The 
verdict of the first audience w a s emphat i ­
cally expressed by frequent applause and 
recalls repeated after the final curtain 
fell. 

THE NONPAREIL SAN 
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..^PAILY^ANIMAL STORY FOR CHILDREN s 
T H E 

There Is noth ing more interest ing in 
current political development than •" the 

.'campaign of Joseph W. Folk, for governor 
of Missouri. Folk, it will be remembered, 
is the m a n who, a s prosecut ing attorney, 
unearthed and a t tacked the great sy s t em 
of graft which has made St. Louis famous 
and infamous. H i s p lace in s ta te polit ics 
to -day is the result of a spontaneous de­
mand from the people of Missouri, w h o 
were thoroly d isgusted wi th the corruption 
in the s ta t e government and w a n t e d an 
honest man. Folk is go ing to be nomi­
nated for governor. The story is told in 
this paper to-day. 

Feyer Chat. 
A t the Metropolitan the last half of next 

w e e k will be seen B. H. Sothern's pro­
duction of Just in Hunt ly McCarthy's new 
play, "The Proud Prince." Mr. Sothern 
brings the entire production and company 
seen in the N e w "York run. 

The bad weather of las t even ing had 
litt le effect on the attendance a t the L y ­
ceum, a good siz^d audience saw the F e r ­
ris company in "A Runaway Match." For 
the coming week D i c k Ferris and his 
c o m p a n y will toe'seen-in Fred Graham's 
clever N e w England comedy drama, "My 
Jim," Dick Ferris playing Jim. 

• Ladies ' matinee , Rice & Barton's E n g ­
l ish Fol ly company, and souvenirs in the 
f o r m of trading stamps, served to pack the 
D e w e y theater a t the mat inee this af t ­
ernoon. N e x t week the Trans-Atlant ic 
Burlesquers will appear. 

MINNESOTA POLITICS 

A. D. Gray's Candidacy for RaHroad Com­
missioner Finds Favor w i t h Both Dunn 
and Co l l i n : Men in the Fi rs t D i s t r i c t -
Press Comment and Legislat ive Pros­
pects. -

The supporters of R. C. Dunn have been 
c la iming that he stands by his friends. 
In v i e w of the showing made from the 
records of his office, w e are no t disposed 
to dispute t h e ' s t a t e m e n t . 

If we remember correctly, R. C. D u n n 
w a s elected auditor on the s trength of 
his promise to go after the t imber t res ­
passers and make trespass unprofitable: 

N o w w h e n you bear Mr. D u n n and his 
friends abuse the s tate administration, 
and particularly the public examiner, you 
will know why . • 

It is beginning to look like up-Hil l busi­
ness for Parker. 

AT THE THEATERS 

According to the PioneelP Pres s it is a 
contemptible trick for the public 
examiner to show from the rec­
ords of the auditor's office that 
the last s ta te auditor failed to protect the 
interests of the s ta te to the extent of a t 
l eas t $88,000. I t w a s a lso a mean political 
trick, no doubt, for the public examiner to 
collect from the railroad and other publio 
corporations a s much more that no previ­
ous examiner had ever collected in the 
w a y of t axes due the s tate . The public 
examiner's m e a n tr icks are fnteresting, to 
say the least . 

A Good Waiter. 
T u e s d a y ' s N e w Y o r k W o r l d c o n ­

t a i n e d a n e d i t o r i a l t r i b u t e t o a w a i t e r 
w h o r e c e n t l y d i e d . W e d o n o t r e m e m ­
b e r t o h a v e s e e n a n e d i t o r i a l a p p r e ­
c i a t i o n of a w a i t e r b e f o r e . S u c h s p e c ­
i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s u s u a l l y b e s t o w e d 
u p o n m e n i n l e s s h o n o r a b l e s t a t i o n . 

B u t w h y n o t a n e d i t o r i a l e s t i m a t e 
of a w a i t e r , i f h e w a s a g o o d w a i t e r , 
a s H e n r i s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n ? ' I t 
i sn ' t t h e t a s k or t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t h a t 
d ign i f i e s t h e m a n s o m u c h a s t h e w a y 
t h e m a n p e r f o r m s t h e t a s k or i m ­
p r o v e s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y . T h i s i s a v e r y 
o l d t r u t h , a n d i t h a s b e e n s a i d a g r e a t 
m a n y t i m e s a g r e a t d e a l b e t t e r . I t 
i s d e s e r v i n g of r e p e t i t i o n b e c a u s e i t i s 
s o e a s i l y f o r g o t t e n a n d s o g e n e r a l l y 
d i s r e g a r d e d . W h o e v e r t h i n k s of r e ­
c o u n t i n g t h e v i r t u e s of a w a i t e r a n d 
e n r o l l i n g h i m a m o n g t h o s e d e s e r v i n g 
o f p u b l i c c o m m e n d a t i o n f o r h a v i n g 
l e d a n h o n o r a b l e a n d u s e f u l l i f e ? 
A n d y e t , if i t b e t r u e t h a t t h e " m a n ' s 
a m a n f o r a' t h a t , " a s t h e p o e t s a y s 
h e i s , w h y n o t w a i v e t h e h u m b l e n e s s 
of h i s s t a t i o n a n d h o n o r t h e m a n w h o 
i s " f a i t h f u l o v e r a f e w t h i n g s " a s w a s 
d o n e i n t h e p a r a b l e ? / ; ^ ' " " ' / w ^ f M ' K ' 

W e o n l y h o n o r o u r o w n s e n s e o f 
f a i r n e s s a n d j u s t i c e w h e n w e r e c o g ­
n i z e m e r i t w h e r e v e r found, ' a n d t h e 
o n l y r e a s o n , i t s e e m s s t r a n g e , a s i n 
t h i s i n s t a n c e , i s t h a t w e h a v e f a l l e n 
i n t o s o m e b a d h a b i t s o f t h o u g h t a n d 
a d o p t e d s o m e f a l s e s t a n d a r d s o f l i f e . 
I t i s a g o o d t h i n g s o m e t i m e s t o c o m e 
b a c k t o first p r i n c i p l e s i n o u r e s t i ­
m a t e s o f m e n a n d t h i n g s , a n d i t i s 

g r a t i f y i n g t o f ind a w o r t h y m a n i n 
c l a i m e d t h a t t h e p r i c e of l u m b e r h a s I o n e of t h e h u m b l e s t w a l k s o f l i f e r e -

J3ft 

Metropolitan—Frltzi Scheff In "Babette ." 
It is several years s ince Fritzi Scheff, 

then a member of the Grau forces fresh 
from "Vienna, sang wi th Melba. and others 
in "La B o h e m e " a t the Exposi t ion bui ld­
ing in this city. In the interval she has 
learned to speak Engl i sh and has deserted 
grand opera for comic opera. F e w great 
s ingers from abroad could have a c c o m ­
plished these t w o remarkable feats with 
such success a s has a t tended the m e t a ­
morphosis of Fraulein Scheff. It is cer­
tain that this v ivac ious little Austrian, 
w i t h her clear and bird-like voice, her 
saucy face w i t h i ts t ip-t i l ted nose and 
her piquant coquetry, is better fitted for 
comic than for grand opera. N o t m a n y 
roles in the classic masterpieces and c o m ­
paratively f ew in the modern productions 
are suited to her talents , wh ich run to 
the l ight and fanciful in mus ic and to 
comedy in action. 

Whi le "Babette ," the operetta turned 
out for Miss Scheff by Victor Herbert 
and Harry B. Smith, is not remarkable in 
either score or book, it will s e r v e unti l 
something better i s found. I t s co-authors 
turn out too m a n y musical comedies to 
be able to put in a n y one of the never-
ending series the best work of which they 
are capable. Doubtless they m a k e the pot 
boil merri ly wi th their trifles, but the 
standard of their work suffers. There are 
some pretty songs and ensembles in 
"Babette ," but the vocal opportunities for 
Miss Scheff are neither numerous nor bril -
liant. A s for the book, it cannot be a c ­
cused of lack of plot—for there Is i n ­
cessant plott ing from start t o finish; in ­
deed, bewilderment l ies in wa i t for h im 
Who str ives to follow the story thru i ts 
complications. B u t some essential ly comic 
s i tua t ions .ar i se and others are manufac ­
tured, so that the piece does not lack 
for fun and frolic. 

Whi le Miss Scheff, w i th her dainty 
songs; her trig l i t t le figure, so s tunningly 
a n d variously gowned; her brightly 
mischievous face and the foreign lisp in 
her wel l -mastered English, is the center of 
attract ion, there are other favorites in 
t h e cast . Chief of these , perhaps, Is E u ­
gene Cowles. the handsome basso, whose 
manly physique and richly resonant voice 
have w o n h im a high place in the e s t e e m 
of the public. Mr. Cowles' opportunities 
come chiefly in the first act—which is by 
far the best of the three—and he wins e n ­
thusiast ic approval w i th his entrance song 
and the serenade that follows. Beyond a 
tendency—probably temporary—to flat, 
Mr. Cowles* fine vo ice shows no s igns 
of deterioration, and he has acquired 
grace and repose In his acting. Richie 
L ing is an acceptable tenor, w h o s e . v o i c e 
s h o w s well in solo and blends equally 
well in ensemble; , he is, moreover, a n 
actor of e a s y carriage and good appear­
ance . 

The life of the piece Is the inimitable 
Louis Harrison, as -smug and unctuous a s 
in the old days w h e n he made his first 
successes in such farce comedies as 
' 'Photos" and "Skipped by the Light of 
the Moon," The audience last night could 
hardly g e t enough of his polyglot con­
tributions-to the sexte t in the second act, 
Mr. Harrison s ings well for a 'comedian, 
and he certainly builds up his part w i t h 
a line of very funny "business'' of h i s 
own contriving. Josephine Bart let t a s 
his t ermagant - wife m a k e s an excel lent 
foil for much of h is comedy. 

' A m o n g ' the "other' m e m b e r s of ~an" ex -

The Preston Times and the Preston R e ­
publican have joined hands over the 
bloody chasm and are agreed for once 
in supporting A. D. Gray for the railroad 
and warehouse commission. The Times, in 
i t s announcement,? makes the point that 
Mr. Gray would fill thW requirement that 
there., should be 0 t least one lawver of 
abil i ty on the> ^CjJHimlssToh, because its 
duties are In irfanywrespects quasi-judicial . 

It is evident that-, Fillmore countv wlil 
back Grajr and the, only objection has 
come from s o m e ' republicans who are 
afraid that the ret irement of "Bobby." 
Burns from this race will put!; him back 
in the legis lat ive contest , which already 
has three entries. 

A number of Dunn men in the first d is ­
trict have pledged themselves to Gray, al­
tho the Preston m a n some t ime ago came 
out strongly for Collins for governor. It 
is evident that aside from consideration 
for Gray, the Dunn m e n want to s ee Fi l l ­
more county tied up to some candidate 
of its own, to prevent it cast ing a solid 
vote for Collins.' 

The Morris Sun comes to the front for 
i t s townsman and dark horse candidate, 
a s fol lows: 

The seventh district can only admire Secretary 
Randall for quietly attending to his public and 
private i flairs when friends from all parts of the 
state wish ho would take aji active interest in the 
campaign. Randall, W a man who' has the 
friendship of all the contending factions and not 
having Tiecome a..partisan of any, may seem to 
the people later on as a suitable person to make 
governor, even without his active- consent. 

The Faribault Republican says : 
Apropos-of the charges In th"o Dunn newspapers . 

that the Collins advocates are guilty of mud 
throwing, could anything be more malicious and 
false than the cartoons eaid papers are publish­
ing representing Collius.. with a basket labeled 
"campaign funds," from which he Is handing 
out to ward heelers envelops, presumably cur­
rency, inscribed as coming from the various rail­
roads? In this attempted slur up6n Judge Collins 
the authors are. justifying the impression that 
they are themselves pursuing the boodle tactics 
which they are falsely' Imputing to Mr. Dunn's 
chief competitor.'' -. " ' 

', The Clearwater Herald treats a l itt le 
sarcast ical ly of the s ituation in Wright 
county, in the following: 

Should Dunn- Sricceed in Jiis ambition to become 
governor it wonld be very embarrassing to any re 
publican In thiB county desiring to secure recogni­
tion from the administration to find it necessary 
to call on the democratic leader in the county, 
Mr. French, in.order to reach the ear of the 
.governor, .or at the best,, wait until the governor 
could communicate by phone with the Monticello 
editor before his request for,, favors would re­
ceive consideration. 

The Win/Jom Reporjfe^jeomes up^smiling 
wi th a story that "Washburn is figuring 
on go ing back to the senate , and the Col­
l ins crowd are in a deal to defeat Nelson's 
re-election, a s well as Clapp's." That is 
a lmost good enough to have emanated 
from the Dunn press bureau. 

Ole I. Oodahl, one of the Freeborn coun­
ty representat ives in the last house, w a s 
in St. Paul th is week. H e i s a candidate 
for re-elect ion, and so is his colleague, 
Wil l iam Wohlhuter. It is understood that 
there wi l l be'.no opposition toj the ir noml-
natione!;':^:;..^;S>.;, ','•>;. '.: .,, ,^ • 

. There w a s talk of a Yellow Medicine 
county candidate aga ins t Gustav Erickson 
of Canby, but the proposed candidate 
promptly informed Mr. Erickson that he, 
would not be in the game, so the Canby 
m a n seems assured a secorid. term in the 
house. " 

Albert Berg of Warroad, former secre­
tary of s tate , w a s in St. Paul yesterday, 
feel ing jubilant over the Indorsement of 
the n e w county commit tee In Roseau by 
the s tate central committee . H e says they 
had no other course to follow than to call 
a" m a s s convent ion, if they w a n t e d repre­
sentat ion in the last s ta te convention. K. 
H . Medicraft of Roseau, secretary of the 
old committee , w a s In St. Paul the day of 
the commit tee meet ing. He mainta ins that 
the old commit tee stil l ex is ts . H e says 
there w a s no desire in their sect ion of the 
county for a convention 

We Fellows Qo In Swimming and Find the 
Creek a Bit Chilly—"Earliest In" Record 
of the Year 1904 Corned b# '̂jyie. and 
Pute and Beany." *#.;. v " iV> >rA -

, / J ^ ^\v% |h.- ,«y, ,'r' !>-

Well, w e k ids 'have been "In" and' what ' s 
more our pictures w a s took and appeared 
"in der pape." The weather w a s so hot 
and the leaves were coming out so green 
that "me and Pute and Beany" w e n t down 
to the crick and felt o' the water . Pute 
he p u t his .hand -in and says, "My, she's a s 
w a r m a s milk." Then Beany felt of the 
crick too, and he says , "Get out, she's 
colder'n ice water ." P u t e he says "Huh! 
I'd jus t a s soon go in." Beany says , "I 
don't bel ieve you. You hadn't either." 
And w h e n Beany looked up, Pute w a s tak­
ing off his jacket and let t ing down his 
suspenders. 

Of course after that we all had to go 
in or back out and w e w e n t in. Pute w a s 
undressed first, and dipped his foot 
in and drew it out sort o' doubled 
up like, a s if he w a s tas t ing ' lem--
ons. Beany knew it w a s cold, so 
he, just wet his head to keep from get t ing 
the cramps and w e n t in all a t once, 
"Plash." Me and Beany grit our t ee th 
and waded out. It w a s a frost, but w e got 
under and then all came out aga in and 
B e a n y he shook just like a poplar leaf 
af ter the frost. It didn't take us long to 
dress an' then we all w e n t up to the place 
and had a glass of sody and a vernil la ice 
cream apiece and Pute had a c igarette 
to keep 'em from hurt ing him. 

W a s it fun? Well, we were the first 
fellers In this year, by . gravy! And w e 
don't have to go in now until Decorat ion 
Day. 

The laboratory sharps are all the t ime 
discovering new il lumlnants, but w e notice 
that the gas bill continues to come w i t h 
disgust ing frequency. 

The telegraphic news, owing to the J a p ­
anese censorship, is very weak on those 
coups de mules that we used to ge t from 
South Africa when fighting w a s dull. 

The first real work on the Is thmian 
canal will be to clean up a trifle, to ge t a 
water supply and to slap the pesti lential 
mosquito . This will take nearly a year. 
B y that t ime Uncle Sam will be In a posi­
tion to move the dirt. • . .£ 

A Rochester, Minn. , . w o m a n gave the 
city council notice of a suit for $500, she 
hav ing slipped on an icy s idewalk and' 
the council referred it the commit tee on 
al ighting, of which Dodge Is chairman. < 

In the Ladies ' H o m e Journal Mr. Bok 
tells his readers how much alcohol there is 
in the leading brands of patent medicine. 
H e alsp al ludes to drugs of various de­
grees of potency, and sugges t s that to a d ­
minister "them" in the doses prescribed on 
the bott le is l ittle short of murder. Al ­
ready one patent medicine company has 
sued Mr, Bok for $200,000 damages . ^ 

* ~~~~ ., ' . ' v 
The Apost le Smith family baseball t eam 

is sweeping everything before it in U t a h 
t h i s ; spring. 

Uncle Joe Cannon says i t is decidedly 
m e a n to run him as vice president when 
the. head of the t icket is so disgust ingly 
and flamboyantly healthy. 

The Russ ians are fall ing back on Mos­
cow. In the language of General Sassyno-
vitch, "All is lost, save breath." 

Somebody wanted to know w h y w e 
walk. Well , we'll tell you. Coming down 
in the car the other morning, we noticed 
one of the aristocracy of the Lowry Hill 
distr ict—which runs from Hennepin a v e ­
nue to .Kenwood—standing in the aisle 
of the car talking to some ladies who .were 
seated near the door. W i t h one hand he 
w a s at tached to the strap, while the other 
hand held a toothpick delicately poised in 
the air. Since then we have walked. 

mm 
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B U T T E R F L Y T H A T LOVED A 

Y 

Goldie w a s the prett iest l itt le yel low 
butterfly you ever saw, but from the t ime 
she came out of the cocoon she would not 
fly about with the other butterflies, but 
devoted herself to a branch of maple 
leaves that fluttered and danced h igh up 
in a tall tree. • 

"You are butterflies, too; aren't y o u ? " 
she used to ask. "Couldn't you fly thru 
the air, just as I do?" 

All of Goldie's people were angry w i t h 
her for s tay ing about with the leaves and 
neglect ing her own. At first the leaves 
made great fun of the silly little butter­
fly, who cared for nothing but to fly in 
and out among them all day long; but 
after a while, as they grew older and 
began to And what a pleasant friend 
Goldie was , they made much of her. 

"Yes," they said, "we shall put on y e l ­
low dresses some day, and then we shall 
fly. You mus t s tay close to us, so that 
you can fly wi th us when the t ime comes ." 

One night Jack Frost touched all the 
maple leaves, and the next morning they 
Were dancing on their s t ems dressed in 
yellow frocks, w i th scarlet edges. "Oh! 
can you fly now?" cried Goldie. 

."Pretty soon! Pre t ty soon!" sang the 
leaves . 

THE PRETTY LEAVES LET GO THEUt HOLD. 

careful!" cried the little butterfly. "You'll 
all fall in the water and be drowned." 

This w a s exact ly w h a t happened. The 
leaves could not really fly, you know; 

The next day came a high wind, and t h e y had no control over their movements . 
all the pretty leaves let go their hold and D o w n they w e n t into the river; some 
fluttered wfldly thru the air, with Goldie floated a w a y and some sank to the bot-
among them. "Don't go there—oh! do be torn and turned black in a f ew days. 
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WHAT OTHER PEOPLE THINK 

Doc Bixby of the ^fgbraska State Jour­
nal has been eleeted president of the 
board of education or superintendent of 
schools or something of that trivial char­
acter for all Lincoln, Neb. Doc is not 
much on pedagogics, but he knows a 
".fad" as- far a s he can see it, and he 
can spot a cheap teacher whose mind is 
all on personal adornment and chewing 
gum, hence he will make a valuable of­
ficial. Doc is also opposed to banging 
small children with a baseball bat.- H e 
says in his paper: 

We would hate to own being the parent of a 
child mean enough to deserve a beating. In our 
opinion the most cowardly thing on earth is for a 
grown mnn to strike a little child. 

That's all right, but what are you g o ­
ing to do w h e n the "little child" throws 
a nice, rich, red, ripe tomato aga ins t your 
clean, whi te schoolhouse? Doc would 
probably say: "Why, wash it off." Per ­
haps that's right. 

Doc is also, "sound" on the female 
teacher question. H e says pointedly: 
.Woman has no csuse to complain that she is 
not given full recognition as a "prime factor" 
in public school work. All the men employed in 
the grade schools of Lincoln are women, since 
Pentzer resigned, and our only regret is that 
Lincoln is not larger and richer so that we 
might employ more women and pay better wages. 
We hold the Moseloy commission and members 
of that New York association of conceited dolts 
in the severest, contempt. In the field of educa­
tion women are entitled to first place from the 
kindergarten to eighth grade A, and then on thru 
the. high school and the subsequent stages of 
man's intellectual development^until he Is ready 
to go to his reward" In a city where all are on an 
undisputed level. 

The Moseley gang, of which the doctor 
complains, w a s a Brit ish educational 
commiss ion which invest igated the teach­
er question and found that only men 
should be employed for teachers of boys' 
above 10 years of age . The report w a s 
indorsed by the Male Teachers' associa­
tion of N e w York city. Doc does not 
care for the indorsement, either, holding 
both the commiss ion and the N e w Yorkers 
in the same profound contempt. 

If. Doc is go ing to rule over a sys tem 
of lady school teachers , he shows pro­
found wisdom in publicly taking th i s 
s trong position. 

That an argument can be made for al­
m o s t anyth ing is generally conceded and 
finds exemplification in a book recently 
published on the Kaffirs of South Africa. 
The author, an Engl i shman, seems to con­
sider that the polygamous condition in 
which the nat ives l ive is a pleasant one. 
The women as a rule favor it, too. Some­
t i m e s a w o m a n whof has a dozen other 
sisters, as they call fellow wives , will go 
to a w o m a n w h o is the solitary wife of & 
m a n and ask her if she does not feel lone­
ly. The writer then goes on to say: 

"No one can vis i t a large kraal—such, 
for example, as the king's kraal in Swazi ­
land—where there are hundreds of huts, 
and not feel that there is a certain charm 
in the social life of the place. It is a 
sort of college life and frequently m y 
thoughts have reverted to m y old varsity 
days, and it has struck m e that if one 
could imagine a se t of m e n l iving in the 
old court a t Trinity, surrounded by wives 
and children, wi th a social circle In which 
every one w a s related to every one else, 
one m i g h t ge t some idea of the sheer joy 
of life amids t 1,000 relations." 

It w a s one of Lewis Carroll's "Improved 
Eucl id" propositions that "an argument 
can be started on any point a t any d i s ­
tance from that point." An argument for 
po lygamy for its social value may be 
worth consideration. A . J. R. 

—Charles B . Cheneys 

W h i l e t h e g e n e r a l e x p e n d i t u r e s o f 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t a r e s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s i n g 
f r o m y.6af t o year^ t h e „per c a p i t a e x ­
p e n d i t u r e s , i n p r o p o r t i o n t o p o p u l a ­
t i o n , d o n o t d e p a r t f a f f r o m a c o n s t a n t 
a v e r a g e . I n 187,0,^ o w i n g t o w a r d e b t s , 
<*tc., t h e p e r c a p i t a t a x a t i o n f o r t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t w a s $16 , i n 1 8 8 0 $6 .07 , in 
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Spirit of Twilight, thru yonr folded wings .'-,& 

I catch a glimpse of your averted face, "m 
And rapturous on a sudden, my soul sings ; •• § 

"Is apt this common earth a holy place?*' 

Spirit of Twilight, in the golden gloom 
Of dreamland dim I sought you, and I fouad 

A woman sitting In a silent room, 
Full of white flowers thttt moved *nd Made no 

sound. ' 4 } . •* 
up 

These white flowers were the thoughts yon brine 
to all, * 

Aid the room's name is Mystery where yon alt. 
Woman whom we call Twilight, when night's 

4>all 
Ton lift acroia our earth to cover it. 

" ^ —Olive Castanee: 

Mr. Towler S a y s Things to Mr. Lind. 
To the Editor of The Journal. 

Mr. Lind's communicat ion in your pa­
per of April 27, cont inues some and 
m a k e s other erroneous s tatements , 
which, i t s eems to m e ought to be cor­
rected, so that the public may have a 
true knowledge of the facts in relation to 
Minnesota, its a t t i tude on the question 
of pensions and the work it has done for 
the dependent old soldier and his family. 
'To that end I ask your indulgence. <• 

Mr. Lind says "it w a s not the plan of 
congress to aid the s ta te s in running old 
soldier's boarding houses ." The fac t s 
are these: During the first "four years 
of Grover," thousands of pensions were 
cut off, he ld up and reduced. The n a ­
tional homes were full to overflowing, 
and m e n could not obtain admit tance to 
them, except after a long period of w a i t ­
ing, i n every s tate there, were large 
numbers of veterans of the civil war in 
the county poorhouses . Their comrades 
took the matter up and as a result dur­
ing the years from 1886 to 1889 s ta te homes 
were built. 

In Minnesota the agitat ion for a s ta te 
home and for the. support of dependents , 
w a s begun at the department encamp­
ment of the Grand Army of the Republic 
held a t Faribault, Feb. 10 and 11, 1886. 
The act ion there begun w a s crystall ized 
into law in 1887. and the s tate soldiers' 
relief fund, together w i t h a s ta te sol­
diers' home, w a s created. 

A s soon as practicable after the pass ­
age of the law, the home w a s established 
and the first members of that home were 
all taken out of the county poorhouses. 

In 1888, congress , in v iew of the fact 
that national homes could not a c c o m m o ­
date these men, passed a law grant ing to 
s tate and territorial homes a n al lowance 
of $100 a year per capita for the men 
mainta ined in such homes . This w a s 
done because the government felt i ts 
duty to share in the cos t of maintaining 
these men when it w a s not provided wi th 
faci l i t ies to do the work it had originally 
s e t out to do. There are t w e n t y - s e v e n 
s tate homes and the expenditure in this 
direction, by the government . . has in­
creased from $250,000 to $950,000 per a n ­
num, but if the srovernment were to a s ­
sume the entire cost of these men, the 
annual expenditure would approximate 
$3,000,000. So [far, the government Is 
driving, a good bargain wi th the states . 

The Grand Army of the : Republic of 
Minnesota, has from the very first, in ­
s isted that the worthy dependent com­
rade, his family, his wife and children, 
dependent parents or widow, shall have 
relief, a s far as possible, extended to 
them, a s to the m e n In the home. The 
department encampment would not sanc­
tion the founding of a home until those 
outside of the home needing aid, were 
also to be provided for. Those outside 
of the home m u s t not only use all of 
their pensions, but do w h a t work they 
can, in addition to the meager sum 
which is al lowed them thru the s ta t e re­
lief vfund. And wi th this t h o u s h t in 
mind, i t w a s determined in 1889 that the 
soldiers in the home should be placed 
upon the level, a s near as practicable, 
w i t h those outside of the home. This is 
not altogether possible, because those out­
side of the home m u s t of necess i ty l ive in 
a most meager way, while those inside of 
the home have everything that the heart 
can wish for their real comfort. 

The question of requiring members of 
the home to contribute a portion of their 
pensions for the support of the home, has 
been before the department encampment 
of the Grand Army of the Republic very 
m a n y t imes . N o one undertakes to deny 
that some of the. m e n in the home, to ­
gether with a few friends on the outside, 
have complained "bitterly of the pension 
rule. They undertook to secure i ts re­
versal thru the legis lature in 1893, wi th 
the result that the legislature, containing 
many old "soldiers, authorized the contin­
uance of the rule, instead of abrogating it, 
and the law w a s approved by a soldier-
governor, Knute Nelson. The agitation, 
however, w a s continued, but each t ime 
when brought before the s tate encamp­
ment, the rule w a s susta ined by over­
whelming majorit ies and all a t tempts to 
reverse It in the legislature have failed, 
because no good reason can be alleged 
w h y one dependent soldier shall have 
s t eam-heated quarters, baths, barber, 
laundry, clothing, medical attendance, 
oculist, a full supply of edibles, tobacco, 
postage s tamps and stat ionery .and be al­
lowed his entire pension for his personal 
use, free of any charge, when his c o m ­
rade, equally dependent, is s tr iving to the. 
best of his ability and l iving in the most 
meager way, wi thout any hope of having 
a surplus for purely personal gratification. 

I would like to c i te a few cases of this 
latter class , but space, I fear, will not 
permit. One told m e within two w e e k s 
that he had not had any money to buy a 
pound of m e a t s ince last Christmas. This 
m a n Is a respected citizens-of this city and 
a good soldier of a Minnesota regiment. 
H e mus t take care of a dependent daugh­
ter. H e does his duty and l ives in pov­
erty. I could cite very m a n y such cases . 

Mr. Lind reiterates in his article the, 
s ta t ement which he made on the floor ot 
the house of representatives , that tht 
money taken from the members of the 
home is distributed among those on the 
outside. I called Mr. Lind's at tent ion to 
what I then thought to be a n error in 
knowledge on his part, but hav ing re­
iterated it, after being correctly informed, 
the s ta tement passes into another c lass . 
Not a cent of the pension money retained 
from members of the home Is used for the 
benefit of other persons outside of the 
hqme, except their w i v e s and children, 
and never has been. Mr. Lind's sol icitude 
about this matter has had a very secret 
growth. During his t w o years a s governor 
he never a t tended a mee t ing of the board 
of trustees , or made a recommendation 
In his official papers of any sort or kind, 
and the record of his s ta tements in the 
debate, leads one to think that he neyer 
read a s ing le report concerlng the home, 
or the relief fund. H e says that "Rhode 
Island i s the only other s ta te that takes 
all In exces s of $4." In this he is m i s ­
taken, a s usual . H e says that "Massa­
chuset t s requires inmates to contribute all 
over $2 to dependent relat ives ," but he 
falls to s t a t e that Massachuset t s also, 
where t h e y have no dependent relatives, 
requires the members of Its soldiers' home 
to contribute all above $2 to the support 
of the home. 

A s I have already stated, out of t w e n t y -
seven s ta te homes, t w e n t y - o n e take a 
portion of the pension and t w o others, 
N e w York and California, maintain can­

teens . I m a y also s a y that in e v e i y na­
tional home a canteen is maintained. 

The public will, no doubt, be interested 
to know the exact financial expenditures 
that have been m a d e for the H o m e and 
for the relief fund, and the sources 
from which the money w a s derived: 

The Soldiers' H o m e property has cost 
the s ta te of Minnesota over $350,000. The 
cost of maintenance from the establ ish­
ment of the H o m e to the end of the fiscal 
year 1903, w a s $810,208.98. Of this sum, 
the receipts from pensions were $114,-
949.83, and the al lowance from the Uni ted 
States government w a s $295,081.80; t h e 
cost t o the s tate of Minnesota being $750,-
177.45 in excess of the pension payments 
and the government . al lowance. 

The expenditures for relief during the 
same time have been $709,146.82, making 
a' total net expenditure by the s ta te of 
$1,459,324.27, or a lmost five t imes the 
amount contributed by the government. 

Mr. Lind's solicitude for the good name 
of Minnesota is not warranted. H e ought 
to spare his nervous organism, for this is 
a campaign year. W e are proud of w h a t 
has been accomplished. Other s ta tes are 
copying our plan and following our e x ­
ample . 

During the s ixteen years in which the 
foregoing amount w a s expended, twenty 
different m e n have served upon the board 
of trustees and superintended this great 
work without salary or per diem. All of 
the governors of the state wi th two e x ­
ceptions were soldiers of the civil war. 
Vouchers are on file in the office of the 
auditor of s ta te for every cent that has 
been expended. 

N o w , the crux of the whole matter 
s eems to be th i s : Mr. Lind is overwhelm­
ingly disturbed because, a s he says , w i t h 
his usual inaccuracy, that Minnesota does 
not hold up the government for $8,000. The 
fact is, tha t for years, the amount has 
been about $6,500, and to ge t this $6,500, 
the s tate of Minnesota, either by direct 
appropriation, or by stripping the relief 
fund, mus t add $13,500 to the amount a l ­
ready expended by the state, for the 
maintenance of the Home to make up the 
loss from pensions. These agitators look 
upon the relief fund wi th a longing eye, 
but^ tjhe condition of that fund, and the 
imperative demands upon it, admonish the 
trustees that no further aid can be s e ­
cured from it to the support of the Home. 
The new rule respecting government aid, 
if It takes effect July 1 next, a s I pre­
sume it will, will cause a loss in our rev­
enue of $10,000, before it can be made 
good by the legislature. This means that 
the character, of the maintenance of the 
H o m e shall e i ther .be reduced, or -the pojg 
ulatiom; lessened. — S r H . . .Towlervv? 

Minneapolis, May 2. ;< K-"'-t 

A b i g ca t f i sh t r a v e l e d five m i l e s t h r u 
t h e w a t e r m a i n a t M i d d l e t o w n , N . Y. t 
a n d w e d g e d h i m s e l f i n t o t h e o u t l e t of 
a fire h y d r a n t . W h e n t h e firemen a t ­
t e m p t e d t o u s e t h e h y d r a n t t h e y f o u n d 
t h a t n o w a t e r w o u l d c o m e . T h e fish 
w a s n e a r l y a f o o t in l e n g t h . 
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One of the most successful book publish­
ers In the country. 
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