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IHQWELLS APPRECIATES 
R, HOW GOOD IT IS TO LIVE 

ift'lie Novelist Toils as Hard as Ever 
;; and Expects to Work as Long 

as He Lives. 
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New York Mall and Express. 
As Mr. Howells on this recent occa

sion entered his library and study, 
looking out upon Central park, walk
ing briskly, and with the air of one 
'much younger in years, and advanced 
to meet me with outstretched hands, 
il remarked, rising to greet him: "You 
•have changed but little, Mr. Howells, 
'since I saw you last, some twelve 
years ago." 

"Oh, but I have changed much, It 
seems to me. You see, I am an old 
man now—sixty-six years old—and 
can hardly be expected to retain the 
freshness of earlier years." 

"I suppose you are occupied with 
your work every day?" I said. 

"Quite as hard a toller as years 
lego, when you first met me," he re-
{)lied. "I expect to work as long as I 

ive. I would rather do so than rust 
out. As In former years, so now, all 
'days are alike with me, for I have al
ways made it a point to do about so 
much with each one, usually working 
iabout four hours. I am obliged to 
exercise care, for I am not strong. 
However, at the first suggestion of 
fatigue I stop. Usually I give my af
ternoons to outdoor recreation of a 
moderate character; the rest of my 
time I devote to reading and social 
pleasure." 

"You continue to like New York?" 
I remarked. 

"Oh, yes; I regard it on the whole 
iias the most interesting city in the 
'world—more so than even London, or 
Paris. I never tire walking its busy 
streets, meeting its people of all 
'classes and nationalities, and studying 
Its life in all its various phases. There 
Is a peculiar fascination about it that 

appeals strongly to the novelist, and 
to every one occupied with intellec
tual problems. Then, too, a Jiterary 
worker here is brought into more or 
less intimate relations with others of 
his profession, and there is a certain 
stimulus resulting therefrom that Is 
most helpful. A writer living in New 
York has the advantage of nearness 
to editors of the great papers and 
magazines." 

Here the short story was incidental
ly referred to, Mr. Howells remarking 
that the short story had become a 
rare force in our literature, adding 
that the art of telling a short story 
reached its highest mark, its perfec
tion, in this country years ago. "We 
have become," said he, "a nation of 
short-story tellers. I t is a great gift 
to write a short story." 

"Do you think the realistio element 
in fiction is as strongly marked to-day 
as formerly?" asked. Do we not 
discern a reaction, a return to the ro
mantic?" I ventured the suggestion, 
remembering that Mr. Howells is a 
realist, perhaps the earliest apostle, so 
to speak, of realism in this country. 

"On the contrary, I think it is 
stronger," said he. "I believe you will 
find more writers following this meth-
ed to-day—unconsciously, perhaps— 
than ever before. Aldrich, James, 
Cable, Miss Jewett,. and Mary E. Wil-
kins are realists, and so are the great
er number of younger writers. Real
ism is beautiful. It possesses a won
derful charm. If anything, the poetic 
quality is more marked in realism 
than in romanticism. Indeed, 
the very simplicity of realism is 
poetry. In realism, there is a dis
position to conform strictly to truth, 
and what is grander than t ruth?" 

I have neglected to picture the man. 
Let me do it: He is of medium height, 
perhaps under; thickset of build; un
conventional but neat in dress; loose 
fitting clothes.always wearing the short 
sack coat, none other; a round, rather I couraging letters, and published some 

fat, face, and colorless, here and there 
traversed with wrinkles; a pleasing 
countenance, again and again lighted 
by a smile; thin, gray hair, worn short, 
and, let me add, a wonderfully gentle 
and sympathetic voice—and you have 
the portrait of the dean of American 
letters. 

After a time we fell to disousslng 
certain of the present-day writers, and 
some of the books that have made 
for prominence in recent years. 

"I think there is an enduring quality 
in 'David Harum,' and also in 'Eben 
Holden,' both true to life, and show
ing an enrichment of our literature. 
In James Lane Allen we must recog
nize a remarkable writer, possessing 
a charm that holds us. 

"No, the historical novel does not 
appeal to me. It all seems so un
natural. It cannot become a perman
ent force, it seems to me, in our 
literature." 

"You have so much for which to 
congratulate yourself, Mr. Howells," 
I observed. "You have been suoh a 
successful man of letters, and have at
tained an eminence such as few can 
hope to realize." 

"From the outside, she replied, "all 
my experiences were literary, and yet 
to rise to a literary career was difficult 
in the extreme. Like moBt who ap
proach the threshold of authorship, I 
found the doors closed to me. The 
profession of letters is quite as diffi
cult to enter as any other; perhaps 
more so." 

"It seems strange, Mr. Howells, that 
you should have had any such experi
ence." 

"Oh, but it is all too true. My work 
came back to me repeatedly, and as 
often I was filled with discouragement; 
and yet with each period of depres
sion I would hope on—always hoping. 
But, after a time, there came an 
oasis in my desert. In my early twen
ties, in conjunction with a friend of 
mine, who has since won literary 
fame—John J. Piatt—I published a 
volume of verse that gave me some 
reputation, so much so, in fact, that 
Mr. Lowell became interested in my 
work, and wrote me several en-
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A CONFERENCE IN MR. HILL'S PRIVATE OFFICE 

July 9, 1904. 

SCORCHING/ 

°5 m £ Poems in the Atlantio Monthly, 
of which he WAS then editor. As a 
youth, however, at home, my ambition 
had been absorbing. Hoping and as
piring, these were the measures of my 
days; yes, and my nights. 

"When not assisting my father, who 
was a country editor, at the printer's 
case, and in other ways, I was a stu
dent in his library, meagre enough, 
but It was a university to me. I 
studied the best authors, making my
self familiar with their thought and 
style. My study was made in a nook 
under the stairs in that room, my 
desk being pushed back against the 
wall where the irregular ceiling sloped 
behind it. At the left there was a 
window serving to furnish light. Here, 
as a literary artisan, I read and 
studied and wrought with my pen in 
odd hours for some six or seven years. 
It was a good experience. It was 
delightful to go to that little study 
after the neoessary tasks of the day 
were over and sit down to my books 
and my pen. I used often to stay 
there until the household had gone 
to bed. 

"Years after came legislative duty 
at the state capital, with more of the 
printer's drudgery, while later still in 
return for service in the presidential 
campaign—a humble biographer of 
Lincoln—I received the happy and 
coveted appointment to the consulship 
at Venice, where I resided for a period 
of four years, And here rejection 
met me in my every effort to secure a 
foothold in authorship. Certain let
ters of a literary character that I had 
sent over to this country for accept
ance were declined. I was defeated at 
every turn. And thus it was, on my 
return to America, I was without liter
ary reputation. I came to New York 
and obtained modest editorial work, 
and, later, the way opened for the 
publication of my letters from Venice. 
These were successful, and in time I 
was invited by Mr. Fields to become 
his assistant on the Atlantic Monthly. 
But until then how great had been my 
struggle 1 

"Yet, notwithstanding all this ex
perience, these hardships and bitter 
disappointments of long years, life 
has ever been an enjoyable thing, pre
cious in the extreme. When now I go 
out into the open air on a bright day 
for a stroll I rejoice that I have al
ways appreciated how good it is to 
live. And I always feel that such days 
as I have spoken of must stay so— 
always. There is only one thought 
that comes to cause me sadness and 
regret, and that is relating to the ter
rible struggle of modern life for ex
istence. And it always seems to me 
that every one ought to be more or 
less troubled by this reflection. The 
struggle appears to be growing more 
intense each hour; yes, more bitter, 
even. You see it everywhere, this 
condition, thousands and millions of 
people crowding each other in order 
to obtain position, even subsistence. 
And there arises the question: When 
and where will it end?" 

PERHAPS SHE WAS IMMUNE. 
Chicago Record-Herald. 

"Why is it," she asked, "that so 
many of the men have shaved off 
their mustaches?" 

"I think," he answered, "it must be 
because the dootors claim mustaches 
are likely to have microbes In them." 

"Oh," she exclaimed, "I never 
caught any—that is—dear—me—I 
didn't mean " 

But he assured her that she needn't 
mind, as he was engaged to another 
girl, anyway. 

'Real E s t a t e 
WORK PUSHED 1 

ONTHREETHEATERS 
THE ORPHEUM IS NEAREST 

COMPLETION. 

Over Their Heads. 
Chicago Tribune. 

"I don't know why it is," said the 
scholarly young preacher, "but I can't 
get the people of my town interested 
in coming out to *'c" 
great deal of care 
sermons, yet it is (ji 
the church is mor«p 

"I see what the t\°Yuble is, brother," 
said his elderly mim*f;erial friend from 
the great oity. " W u are, preaching 
Henry Ward Beecher sermons in a 
Sam Jones town." 

ch. I bestow a 
thought on my 

om indeed that 
an half full.' 

No Delay in the Work on the Unique 
Theater and the Auditorium — The 
Northwestern National Bank Build
ing Completed —Building Deals of 
the Week. 

Three theaters building at one time 
is an unusual event in Minneapolis. 
The Orpheum, on Seventh street, is 
nearest completion; foundation work 
is just beginning on the Auditorium, 
and the Unique theater and People's 
church has just reached the digging 
stage after razing of the building on 
the site. 

At the Orpheum theater the rear 
wall is up to the second story, the 
stage is outlined and the steel pillars 
for the support of the balcony are be
ing set. The columns for the facade 
are being put in place. The heavy 
part of the work is done and con
struction will proceed much more 
rapidly in the future. 

The former bishop's house 'on the 
rear of the auditorium site has been 
torn down and teams are hauling 
away the dir t The excavation for 
the front end of 1$e auditorium and 
the office building is prepared, the 
rock has been dumped in and the con
crete mixer is being set up today. 
The excavation will run clear back to 
the lot line, 220 feet from Eleventh 
street. The trees have been spared 
in the square garden plot at the 
Eleventh street corner and at the cor
ner toward Twelfth street. . I t is the 
purpose to save as many as possible to 
ornament the two little gardens. 

The H. N. Leighton company has 
everything ready for foundation work 
at once and no delay in completing 
the two buildings is expected. 

The work on the Unique theater, 
altho late in starting, will be pushed 
rapidly and possibly may be' finished 
about the same time as the other two 
large buildings. 

The Northwestern National bank 
buildings is completed. • The interior 
Is not completed, but it will take only 
a short time to finish the bank rooms 
proper and a little longer to finish 
the offices for tenants. No money 
has been spared to make the building 
just what it should be and it is solid 
enough to stand for ages. 

Particular attention has been paid 
to the comfort of employees and to 
health preserving methods in ven
tilation. 

The Week's Building. 
The three largest building permits 

for the week were two taken out by 
Hannah Goldbloom for $17,000 and 
$17,500 and one by the United States 
Radiator company for 10,000. The 
Goldbloom permits were for two three 
story brick and basement brick flats 
at 901-907 Fourteenth avenue S. The 
Radiator building at Ninth avenue S 
and Washington will be a one-story 
and basement warehouse. 

R. McMillan & Co. are pushing 
work on the Stern building at First 
avenue N and Fourth street. Super
structure work began this week. W. 
M. Kenyon, the architect, will have 
plans for the Soo general office build
ing on Second avenue S ready for 
figures about July 20. 

The Improvement Bulletin reports 
that Jenney & Mundle, architects, in 
the New York Life building at Chi
cago, are understood to be working 
on plans for the new Hotel Nicollet. 

Mary Koehler will build two-story 

SEAL ESTATE THANSFERS. 
Sidney D. Berry and wife to Frank 3. Miller; 

&art of lots 6 and 7, block 3, supplement to 
orest Park addition, $1,000. 
Julia E. Cavarly to Swan J. Bill; lots 8 and 

9, block 88, WMtcomb's subdivision, $1,100. 
Daniel Egan et al. to Sarah E. Waddell; part 

of lots 7 and 8, block 9, Crroveland addition, 
$2,000. 

Farmers and Merchants' State Bank to H. O. 
Clough) lot 1, block 5, J. S. Johnson's addition, 
$7,000. 

Fred R. Kimball and wife to U. S. Install
ment Realty Co.; lot 9, block 8, Calhoun Park, 
$3,000. 

Theodore J. Lewis and wife to Brick West-
ling; lot 6, block 7, Filteau's addition, $900. 

London and Northwestern American Mortgage 
Company (Ltd.) to Northwestern Improvement 
Company; lots 9 and 19, block 15, St. Anthony 
City addition, $2, COO. 

William A. Marr and wife to U. S. Install
ment Realty Co.; lot 24, block 18, Blomlngton 
Avenue addition, $850. 

Guy S. Merrill to Eugene H. Day% lot 6, 
block 8, Remington's Second addition, $116. 

Thomas Page and wife to Carrie I. Travis; 
in section 22-28-24, $8,500. 

Mary I. Rogers to Anders P. Anderson, lot 16, 
block 3, McMillan's addition, $850. 

Peter J. Scheid and wife to Eugene C. Glani, 
lot 3, block 4, Gale's Second addition, $2,200. 

Warren C. Stetson and wife to Walter R, Mor̂  
sion. In section 7-117-22, $2,500. 

Carrie I. Travis and husband to Benjamin 
Bigg, in section 22-28-24. $3,600. 

Five minor deeds, $103. 
Total, nineteen deeds, $29,719. 

BUILDING PERMITS. 
Mrs. Chlosten Mattson, 2925 Park avenue, re

pairs, $3,500. 
Mary A. House, 4225 Sheridan avenue 8, 

foundation, $2,000. 
E. A. Mayer, 1017 Fifth avenue N, dwelling, 

$2,000. 
E. A. Mayer, 1013 Fifth avenue N, dwelling, 

$2,100. • 
0. W. Chase, 113 W Thirty-fifth street, dwell

ing, $2,200. 
R. A. Koeptse, 4032 Cedar avenue, dwelling, 

$1,600. ' 
Total, 15 permits, $16,650. 
TAotal, fifteen permits, $16,650. 

DOLLARS (SAVED 
Buying a home, like a contract of marriage, is a matter of 

serious moment, and in the hop, skip and jump through this fleet
ing world the average man or woman does not expect to make 
more than two or three such dickers, at most. 

It is, therefore, most important to act advisedly, which is no 
easy matter for the novice, and 

YOU MEED A GUIDE. 
It makes a big difference in planning for a home how much 

money you have to spend.. 
If you command ample means, you can afford to build or buy 

a new house now, regardless of the present abnormally high 
prices of labor and building material, and take chances of the 
ultimate cost largely exceeding your estimates. 

If, however, you are circumstanced like most people, who 
can only spare from two to six or eight thousand dollars for a 
home, you are obliged to know what you are about, and TO 
SECURE THE PLACE WHICH WILL BEST MEET THE FAM
ILY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE LEAST OUTLAY, AT A 
FIXED AND DEFINITE COST. 

These ends you can undoubtedly accomplish to the best ad
vantage by buying a house already built, as any honest and com
petent builder will testify. 

An essential step towards securing the property best adapted 
to meet your taste and purse is to visit my office. 

HEADQUARTERS FOR HOUSES 
where you will find the largest number and greatest variety of 
dwelling houses for sale to be found in this city, situated in all 
parts of town—East, West, North and South—adapted to the 
needs and within the reach of all classes of buyers. 

Prices exceedingly low, and terms highly favorable. 
THIS LITTLE TABLE 

ought to interest you, containing, as it does, illustrative examples 
of the great saving you can make by buying one of the many good, 
already built houses on my list, as compared with the cost of new 
ones, of equal value. 

MY HOUSES. 
$ 1 6 0 0 

2 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 
4 0 0 0 
6 0 0 0 

Photographs open for inspection. 

NEW HOUSES. 
$2000 
2500 
3750 
5000 
7500 

R. M. NEWPORT, Phoenix Bld'g. 
flats at 602 Essex street to cost $6,150. 
John Coveny will build flats at 554 
Sixth avenue N to cost $6,500, and F. 
H. Schuler at 2203 Fourteenth avenue 
S to cost $5,500. C. B. Peterson will 
build a two-story frame $7,000 house 
at 3140 Park avenue. 

INCREASE IN CONSTRUCTION 

Gain of $11,000,000 in Twenty-three 
Cities Last Month. 

Chicago, July 9.—According to the 
Construction News, building in the 
principal cities of the country during 
June showed an extraordinary in
crease compared with the correspond
ing month a year ago. 

Permits were taken out in the 
twenty-three prinoipal cities for the 
construction of 8,021 buildings in
volving a total cost of $37,630,048, 
against 6,402 buildings aggregating 
$26,585,226 in cost during June a 
year ago, an increase of 1,609 build
ings and $11,044,822 in cost, or 42 
per cent. One reason for the in
crease in activity was absence of 
labor trouble in the building trades. 

Another cause was a change In the 
current of investment; a large volume 
of funds which has in past years gone 

into investment in stocks and bonds 
having been diverted by unpleasant 
disclosures. 

A Great Day's Trip. 
Next "Wednesday—St. Croix River— 

State Prison. The only Journal ex
cursion of the kind this season. See 
big ad. 

$13.00—St. Louis and Return—$13.00 
July 11th and 25th, via Rock Island 

system. Ticket office 322 Nicollet 
avenue. 

Do You Know? 
Read the "Want" Page. 

If You Wish f o Buy a Home 
Making a Small Cash Payment 
and the balance monthly, call on 

Barnoo Bros. 
200 Onolda Bldg., 1mtAv. 8.« 4th 81 

POINTERS 
•ON-
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A Great Day's Trip. 
Next "Wednesday—St. Croix River— 

State Prison. The only Journal ex
cursion of the kind this season. See 
big ad. 

New York Herald. 

EXCHANGE. 

' m 

Improved Properties in 
Omaha and Duluth 

FOR-

Western Farm Lands. 

I 

POR PARTICULARS ADDRESS 

SEABOARD REALTY COMPANY 
No. 127 West 42d Street, New York City. 

Do You Know? 
Read the "Want" Page. 

$13.00—St. Louis and Return—$13.00 
July 11th and 25th, via Rock Island 

system. Ticket office 322 Nicollet 
avenue. 

$1,450—No. S013 SOth av S. new 
7-room house, large pantry, built 

' In china closet, front and back 
stairs, cellar, well and cistern. 
Lot 48x128. Very easy terms. 

$4,600—No. 3128 Irving av S—new, 
strictly all modern residence In 
the very best section of Calhoun 
Park: hot water heat and all 
complete. East front lot, 46 feet. 
See us about it. 

$2,800—No. 2501 Aldrich av S; house 
of 10 rooms; part hardwood 
finish and floors; gaB and fix
tures; city water; half base
ment; piped for furnace; corner 
lot. Make an offer. 

Call or writ* for catalog of bargains. 

$300—Midway lotB on Curfew ar, 
half block from University av, 
and close to corporation line, 
only one fare .$o either city. Size 
50x151 feet; easy terms. 

$350—Aldrich av S, between 28th 
and 29th sts; lot 45x118; stone 
walk. Lies fine and is a big bar-
prnin. Close to 28th st. Easy 
terms. , r 

$825—Bryant av S, between 84th 
and 35th sts; one of the finest 
lots in the addition; lies high 
and fine; new, modern houses 
adjoining; size 42x128; city wa
ter. 

$050—Grand av, between Franklin 
and 22d st; very fine east front 
lot, 40x128; city water, stone 
walk and gas. It is a snap. Fine 
houses surrounding It. 

DAVID C. BELL. 
Pres. 

WALTER A. EdQLESTON, 
Secy. 

JAMBS B. SUTHERLAND, 
,, Treas. v 

DC. Bell Inv'st Co. 
111 So. Fourth St; 

The Place to Live; because it's the 
Addition of Homes; because the lots 
are large, and almost all have a fine 
view of Lake Harriet; because the 
entire tract is surrounded by a Park 
(but no park tax); because it's the 
only location of its kind in the city, 
and can never be duplicated; because 
the prices asked for these lots are 
very low; because your 

CITY AND LAKE HOME 
are here combined, with easy access 
. to business. 

Prices range from $300 to $500, 
according to location and size. 

Terms are $100 cash and $10 per 
month, without interest. 

Bryant Av. car runs every 15 
minutes. * : 

Call or Write for Colored Plat and Price Lists, 

D.CBELLINVSTCO 
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