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The Bonding Privilege.

Secretary Shaw has not decided the
question as to whether American millers
may mix Canadian with the Amnierican
wheat imported under bond. He has
‘submitted the question as to its legal
phases to the attorney general, but he
eites numerous precedents in other lines
of manufacture which seem to fully es-
tablish the principle which the millers
are seeking to have applied to their
husiness by the treasury department.
Unless the attorney general shall discov-
er some reasons why the American
miller should not enjoy the same
privilages under the law that are ac-
eorded to manufacturers in other lines,
it is a fair inference that the secretary
will eoncede to the millers the privilege
of mixing the wheat, as they have re-
quested.

This request has aroused a good deal
of opposition among farmers, and among
politicians who assume that by oppos-
ing this concession theyare favoring the
American wheat grower and strengthen-
ing themselves politically. Of course,
if the export trade in flour is of no ad-
vantage to the American wheat-grower
he may be justified in opposing the in-
troduction of Canadian wheat under any
conditions. But it is so apparent that
the miller must have Canadian wheat
this year, both on account of its price
and its quality, in order to hold his ex-
port trade, that the question rapidly
resolves itself into whether the Ameri-
can farmer shall oppose the millers in
this effort to retain that trade, or shall
eoncede that the retention of it would
be to his interests and is to be desired
even at the expense of a possible tem-
porary sacrifice,

If we have arrived in this country
at the point where we are no longer
to export wheat or flour, the American
farmer may consistently oppose the in-
troduetion of Canadian wheat under any
conditions whatever except the payment
of the full amount of the tariff,
But probably no intelligent farmer
‘believes that the conditions which
‘obtain  this  year, when  there
will be a very small, if any, ex-
portable surplus, are permanent. On
the other hand, all the probabilities
‘soem to indicate that the United States
{s likely to have breadstuffs for export
for a great many vears to come.

In the meantime, the American pro-
duecer will he obliged to accept as the
price of his produet the world’s price.
His surplus must find its salp in the
world's market at the world’s rate. 1t
has alwayvs been to his advantage that
that surplus found its market in the
shape of flour.
neapolis market, for instance, is that
the miller pays more for whoat than
the ruling quotation in the speculative
market. The farmer has enjoyed this
advantage for many vears. There have
been times when the impression pre-
~ailed, honestly perhaps, that the miller
was not the friend of the farmer, that
he sought  to depress the price of the
£armer’s product, but that notion has
ibeen pretty generally eradicated by a
more general knowledge of the faects,
g0 that in this dnstance it is not to be
assumed that the opposition to bonding
and drawback privilege is due alto-
gether to prejudice against the miller.
It is probably due rather to a failure
to take into account all the facts of
the situation. If it be true that the
present condition with regard to the
surplus is only temporary, and that the
farmer profits by the export of his
product in the shape of flour rather
than in the form of wheat, then he is
ibound to recognize the menace which
‘exists against the export flour trade of
the American miller if he is not to be
allowed to avail himself of such freer
access to the wheat supply of the world
as will enable him to tide over the
present emergency and hold his export
trade. It is a matter of life and death
with the American miller. It is a mat-
ter of scarcely less vital importance to
the American wheat grower, for if he
loses the foreign market for his prod-
uet in manufactured form his wheat-
fields are going to feel it almost as
much as the American mill.

It is easy to jump to eonclusions from
purface indications, and prejudice aids

_ to sudden but sometimes very unsafo
~ decisions;

this is a matter for the
‘American farmer and wheat-raiser to
study out carefully with all the facts
_before him rather than to dispose of

4t on impulse and fragmentary infor-

mation. P
The first effect of the announced at-

ird the grinding o!Ganadia.n wheat

| filled the bhill.

The rule in the Min-.

| league, calls for a rate of 2 cents a

by American mills was an advance to-
day of over a cent in the price of May
wheat in the Minneapolis market. Here
is a pound of faet worth a ton of
theory to the effect that the admission
of Canadian wheat under the bonding
privilege would reduce the price of our
own prodyct-en this side of the line.

Appeal 1s made in the east for a sane
Christmas. Buy and buy.

Amendments Easy to Pass.

The separate ballot for eonstitutional
amendments certainly seems to have
All the amendments
submitted at the recent election were
carried, even the doubtful one enabling
the legislature to abolish the grand
jury system. Beyond question a large
share of the aflfirmative votes on this
proposition were cast without knowl-
edge of what it meant. As it stood on
the ballot, there was nothing to tell
the voter what the effect of the change
would be, The separate ballot put
something in the voter’s hands which
had to be attended to. As a rule he
settled the question by voting ‘‘yes’’
on everything. 4

It is an irony of fate that deferred
the passage of a tax amendment this
time. The stormy extra session of 1902
adopted one which was lost at the en-
suing election, along +with the gross
earnings bill, because of general apathy.
This failure was due to the old system,
whereby the amendments went on the
regular state ballot, and were over-
looked by the voter in his mad anxiety
to vote on the state ticket. The last
legislature adopted the separate ballot,
and then got into a jangle in the clos-
ing hours, and failed to submit any tax
amendment. Had one been submitted
at the recent election, it ecould have
been passed easily, and the new legisla-
ture would have had power to draft an
improved tax law.

One of the first and most important
duties of the ecoming season is the
adoption of a clear, simple form of con-
stitutional provision fixing the state’s
power of taxation. Now that it is
possible to amend the constitution, it
ghould be done without further delay.

Mrs, Chadwick 1s back in that dear
Cleveland, O.

Secretary Morton’s Plan of Rail-
road Rate Regulation.

Paul Morton, secretary of the mavy,
quit his job of drawing plans for new
fighting ships long enough yesterday to
outline a plan for settling this matter
of regulating railroad rates. Morton
is a practical railroad man himself.
That was his business before the presi-
dent invited him into the cabinet. He
was one of the vice presidents of the
Santa Fe and in charge of its traffic in-
terests. He knows a lot about the rail-
road business and at the request of the
president has undertaken to suggest a
plan of rate adjustment that will ‘‘fit
the erime.’’ His plan provides for five
things: y

1. Government supervision thru the
interstate commerce commission on com-
plaint of unreasonable rates.

2. Legalized pooling.

3. A central interstate commerce
court with final jurisdiction except on
constitutional questions.

4, Let the commission fix a new rate
where it has found the old one unrea-
sonable, but if the railroad will not ac-
cept it, let it ‘charge the old rate and

the court sustains the new rate.

5. Prohibition by law of all private
freight ears and private terminals, and
enforcement of equal privileges to all,

There are some new ideas here which,
coming from a practical railroad man,
are valuable. The permission to charge
the old rate after giving a satisfactory
bond removes the objection of the rail-
road men of confiscation of their prop-
erty thru the imposition of unfair rates.

Legalized pooling is not a new idea,
but it has had no place in the Cooper-
Quarles plan. .

The prohibition of all private freight
cars is not in the Cooper-Quarles bill,
but it is one of the most important
means of relief proposed. The private
freight ear line business, in the hands
of large shippers, is one of the most ef-
fective means by which the big shipper
may obtain special concessions and
erush his competitor and no one knows
this better than a practical railroad man
like Mr. Morton.

Blnce the last of the Leiter girls has
been provided for, it is in order for some
Chicago soclety editor to interview Mrs.
Potter Palmer about—well, about any-
thing.

A Rural Parcels Post.

The proposed system of parcels de-
livery for the rural free delivery routes
is worth looking into. There are ob-
stacles to its application, which natur-
ally present themselves, but on closer
investigation the benefits of such a
system increase in importance.

The Postal Progress league, which is
leading in the movement, points out
the waste in the rural delivery system
under its present limitations. The av-
erage load of the rural carrier, as he
starts out, weighs less than twenty
pounds, and could be earried in a bushel
basket. His average collections on
each trip will weigh about two pounds.
For this bushel-basket service the gov-
ernment pays for the use of an outfit
that could just as well carrya thousand
pounds. Now that rural telephone sys-
tems are being widely extended, farm-
ers ean easily order their supplies from
town without making a special trip.
They have no means of getting them
delivered, however. If the government
would establish a special merchandise
rate for the rural routes, it could sup-
ply this demand and at the same time
make up much of the $9,500,000 deficit
which resulted from the rural service
last year. j ! A

The report of the fourth assistant
postmaster general favors such an im-
provement of the system and names a
rate of 3 cents a pound as reasonable.
The Postal Progress league wants a
gliding seale, which will admit of send-
ing produce by the bushel or barrel at
small expense. The schedule proposed
by James L. Cowles, secretary of the

give a bond to refund the difference it

pound, and a lower rate for heavier
loads, up to 25 cents for 200 pounds.
Beyond a question such rates would
build up a large freight business for
the rural carrier. The danger is that,
on bad roads, he would be overloaded,
and in any ease the imposition of 2,000-
pound loads would mean slow trips and
less territory covered. The service
would be convenient enough for farm-
ers living direcfly on the route, but
those who are off the carriers’ line and
get their mail service from a box at
the roadside, would not be able to take
advantage of the service to the same
extent. These are apparent obstacles,
which would not apply to many routes
1n the. eastern states, but might cripple
the service on many western routes.
The improved plan might first be tried
in a limited area.

The further development of the rural
system will undoubtedly produce a prac-
tieal parcels post. When the farmers’
wife can send her eggs and butter to
market by mail, and order her groceries
sent the same way, by calling up her
merchant on the telephone, the farm
will come another step nearer the com-
veniences of city life.

The Nebraska State Journal says that
the failure of the beet sugar industry

cause the farmers are able to make
the money they need without going thru

weeding a field of beets. The Nebraska
farmer does his work with the aid of
machinery and without many hired hands,
The land will produce the beets, but the
farmer will not. The Omaha Bee has a
simpler explanation. It says the sugar
trust has gobbled the Industry.

The rallroad men who had a big din-
ner in New York Tuesday night will not
tell what they talked about. Financial
gossip has it that their conference was
to devise ways and means of prevent-
ing congressiona) action on that part of
the message of the president dealing with
‘railroad rates. They may stave off action
for awhile, but some further measures
of railroad regulation are bound to come.

California's outdoor art league is mal-
ing a mighty effort to induce congress to
buy the last of the big redwood trees and
80 save them from the lumbermen who
now own them. There are but 1,500 trees
left, standing on 2,320 acres of land.
‘What vandalism it would be to reduce
these great forest monarchs to shingles.

Give Covernor Vardaman of Mississippl
his due. He has ordered a crusade
against *““Whitecappers,” and over four
hundred indictments have been returned.
Thisg is definite and fair protection for
honest negroes whose only offense is a
too great prosperity.

Whether Mr. Lawson is honest or mer-
cenary in his Wall street upheavals, there
is no doubt that a few men with mil-
lions of dollars at their disposal have
in the market a wonderfully effective
machine for long-distance pocket-picking.

A ‘high Russian official” says that
*“the Japanese have been stopped’; that
the present is their highwater mark. It
is suspected in Tokio that Generals Nod-
zu and Kurokl have several highwater
marks yet in reserve.

WHAT OTHER PEOPLE THINK |

The Wheat Tariff Again.
To the Editor of the Journal. !

A few days ago there appeared In The
Journal a letter from W. C. Edgar,
editor Northwestern Miller, replying to Mr.
Anson of Casselton, N. D., on the matter
of Importation of Canadian wheat by the
millers of Minneapolis under the present
tariff law.

Mr. Edgar admits the existence of an
import duty on wheat, and says ‘‘that mo
efforts are being made by the millers or
anyone else to have this duty elther re-
duced or taken off.” While this is, In a
measure true, still, will Mr. Edgar deny
that efforts are not “being made' to
practically defeat the purposes of the tar-
iff schedule thag imposes an import duty
on wheat of 25 ‘cents a bushel? Will he
explain why the “Lovering drawback bill"”
was Introduced in congress as far back
as February last, and what that bill pro-
vides for? )

Will he explain the purpose of the
“Stevens bill""? Will he inform us why
more Hberal. rulings and regulations for
the milling of foreign wheat are now,
“being made"” from the treasury depart-
ment? Why this three-fold movement, if
not to open up a way for the free ad-
mission of Canadian wheats ’

The millers do not care to disturb the
tariff schedule on wheat by coming out in
the open for its repeal. They prefer to
let it stand as it is and kill it by amend-
ments. By the measures above referred
to they hope to be able to set aside the
tariff restrictions that stand in their way,
and should they succeed in their efforts,
then protection to the American wheat
grower will be as dead as “Cesar's
ghost." Mr. Edgur says: ‘They (the mill-
ers) are merely endeavoring to secure
from the treasury department a plain
definition of their rights and privileges
under the law—the rights and privileges
common to any and every American cit-
izen who desires to import the raw and
export the manufactured product.”

Mr. Edgar here refers to section 30 of
the Dingley law.

About two years ago the Washburn
Milling company bonded one of their mills
for the grinding of Manitoba wheat, under
the rulings and regulations of the treas-
ury department, and It is reasonable to
suppose that the treasury department at
that time gave the Washburn company
“a, plain definition of their rights anad

the regulations under which the mill was
operated were as liberal and sweeping as
could be made.

It now appears, however, that more lib-
eral rulings are demanded. Mr. Edgar
hints at the privilege “to mix the Cana-
dian wheat with American wheat,"” and
the privilege *‘to retaln in this country,
free of duty, the offal from the imported
wheat."”” This would be a distinet advan-
tage to the millers, but what of the tar-
iff law, and protection to the farmers?
How could the identity of the foreign
wheat be established. and what ' effect
would the dumping of the offal on the do-
mestic market have on the wvalue of
coarse grains, notably oats and barley,
which at present are on as low a price
level as the farmers care to see them?

No, Mr. Edgar, special privileges only
benefit the ‘few at the expense of the
many, and your proposition don't strike
the farmers favorably. The experiment
had better not be tried.

Mr. Edgar deplores the low ebb to which
the Amerlecan flour export trade has fallen.
It iz unfortunate that rust, disease in the
spring wheat crop and unfavorable weath-
er conditions in the fall wheat states have
brought about a shortage of good milling
eat, and put the price so high that our
millers cannot grind home wheat and ex-
port it at a profit, but is there not a way

privileges under the law,” and doubtless’

fords proiection to the
producers?

Why cannot the hiﬁgpulﬁ':ﬁind Cana-

Anferican wheat

dian wheat in bond foli'the foreign trade
under the rulings and 'r tions of the
treasury department that governed the
Washburn mill two years ago, to which
the farmers raised no Tobjections?

If the Washburn system at that time
found it to their advantage to miil in'bond
for the export trade, why 'can it not
now be done? All that the farmers ask
and Insist upom is that the spirit amd the.
letter of the wheat tariff schedule be re-
spected by the treasury department and
the flour milling trade. If protection ap-
plies to the wheat producers, they want
to enjoy "all the legitimate benefits to
which they are entitled under the pres-
ent tariff.” If, on the other hand, the
wheat schedule Is simply a delusion agd a
sham, then let that schedule be repealed,
and with it every schedule that protects
the trusts to whom the farmers pay
tribute.

Senator Hansbrough is to be commended
for protesting against the granting of

the spirit of protection and the bresent
tariff law. —Wylis Nielson.
Valley City, N. D.

The Main Question.
To the Editor of the Journzl,

Permit me to thank you for yvour timely
editorial on the filter bond issue. The
introduction at this time of discusslon
favoring any particular system is perni-
cious and tends to divert attention from
the main guestion. One hears the most
: preposterous reasons assigned for this

in Norfolk, Neb., has come about be-|premature campaign, from private owner- | submit further to you that no luw existed In this
all ship in the event of failure to secure the  ¢ountry at that time; that the service of the law

bonds to dark predictiong of a filter trust
that plans to creep from city to city, cor-

the back-breaking labor of thinning and per the water supply and dole it out at!

s0 much pér. You are to be commended
bonds.

main point is to secure the
. —Observer.

AT THE THEATERS

Man Marries.”

There s much truth in old sayings and
Tim Murphy elaborated that portion
! which lles in the Mother Goose doggerel
when he presented A, C. Bishop's play,
[ “When a Man Marries,"” last evening.
- Given a good-natured man, a mother-in-
law, whose every thought Is suspicious:
an easily influenced wife, a wife's frlend,
. who recommends variety as a - basis of
| married happiness; a brother-in-law, who
~is in love with a chorus girl, and a false
friend—and a playwright can  wcave &
tangled net for the good-natured man.
The combination is nothing new and Mr,
Bighop treats it in rather a common-
place manner. The lines are rather clever,
a bit slangy perhaps, but that may give
' just another touch of realism to the scrap
of modern life presented.

Mr. Murphy has little opportunity im
the role of Dick Lighter, the good-na-
tured husband, and it was only occasion-
ally that a gleam of his real strength in
comedy brightens the play. He was self-
contained as always, and his lines lost
nothing by being quietly uttered. Wal-
ter Pennington alded the plot to the ex-
tent of being false in his friendship to
both husband and wife. Dorothy Sherrod
was attractive as the wife who would
rather believe her husband than her
mother, but who=e nature is not strong
enough to be above susplicion. Her be-
wildered obedience to the commands of
mother and friend to force her husband
to tell the truth was’' very amusing.
Aubrey Powell depicted the mother-in-law
whose desire to place the happiness of her
daughter on a firm foundation caused
trouble, but her honest confession of
wrong-doing at the end was as frank as
it was satisfactory. Louise Whitfield was
the vivacious Kathryn, who favored vari-
ety and believed ghnt,_‘n wife should “be
a vlolet today, a rose tomorrow and a cab-
bage next day.”’' Robert Ober ‘added his
share to the'tangle' by’ hisg'endeavors to
satisfy the rapacious demands of the
dancer, but Miss Dalton showed a decided
trace of the amateur in her representation
of Violet Vessing.

Olney Griftith was delightful as the
valet, friend as well as servant, and his
endeavors to help his master had as much
pathos as humeér.. He never forgot his
negro dialeet, but Macy Harlem oceasion-
ally failed to remember that he was Briton
for the nonce. Christine Miller as Antoine,
| the waiter, and Wilbur H. Roe, as the
politician, filled in the remainder of the
cast.

It was difficult to understand why there
ghould have been such long walts when
the scene of the first and szcond acts was
the same. The whole performance was
more like a dress rehearsal than a finished
production.

Foyer Chat.

The magnificent gowns worn by Eloise
Willard, appearing with J. A. Murphy in
“Conversational Oddities” at the Orphe-
um this week, are the most stunning crea-
tions Orpheum audiences have yet seen,

The “amateur hour” scheduled at the
' Unique theater for the second performance
every Thursday evening will not be given
tonight, because of the fact that the Mac-
cabees are to be entertained this evening,
and they want the regular bill, which Ia
| specially attractive this week. Conse-
| quently the amateurs will be given their
opportunity tomorrow night, and the as-
pirants will report for rehearsal tomorrow
morning. Princess Trixie, the world-fa-
mous horse, and Radcliffe and Belmont,
| the startling experts with the rifle, will be
seen in the same program. Among the
best amateur acts promised is a duo from
the Journal Newsboys' band, who are
sald to have trained to a turn in true pro-
fessional form.

“York State Fclks,'" the pastoral play
that opens at the Metyopolitan tonight, is
an exquisite rural portraiture, elaborated
with a hundred deft touches of natural-
ness. : i

In “The Waifs' Paradize’ at the Bijou
this week, there iz a clever mingling of
romantic, incidents, comle and, humorous
pathetic situations.

Charles 1. Blaney's production, {The
Curse of Drink,” with its locomotive and
other startling scenes, will be the attrac-
tion at the Bljou the coming week.

MISSISSIPPI'S TWIN TROUBLES

Pittsburg Dispatch.
With the Mississippl treasury empty
!and the governor's chair full of Varda-

| man that state is in a position to recog-!

| nize that misfortunes are not in the habit
of coming singly.

TIME TO STOP

Kansas City Times.

At last accounts that Roosevelt plurality
in Pennsylvania was up to 502,000. Some-
body ought to whisper in the ‘ear of the
Pennsylvania returning boards that it Is
time to stop. .

APPRECIATIVE GUESTS

Montgomery Advertiser.:
Next time Harry Lehr and his asso-
ciates get up a dog show they should by
all means invite the Igorrotes.

YET THEY ARE FOR SALE

Atchison Globe.
‘We have observed that nearly all of the
suburban -tracts of land offered for sale’
are within “a mile of town' and “choice."

“TOAD” ENJOYED'A HOP

: ‘Hilton (Wis.) Messenger.
“Toad"  Gray, our smiling justice, at-
tended a hop at Laurel last week.

' AND WHERE 1S W, H.?

‘Waco Times-Herald.

open’ for ‘the milling interests of Minne-
apolis to supply their export trade with-
‘out annulling  the tariff-schedule that af-

Im the Wil_lia_iqs boys—John _Shar‘b_a‘nd j

-A,.l"ld. by the way, we don’t hear much

special privileges to the mllling trade hyk
the treasury department, at variance with |

for the very rational suggestion that the|right to protect the integrity of his race, the

Metropolitan—TIm Murphy In “When a:

NEWS OF THE BOOK WORLD

THE UNEASY CHAIR

Life, With Its Joys and Sorrows, Under
the Shadow of the Race Problem.—We
might as well admit the fact that we of
the. north, who have never been long
enough in the south to come face to face
with the more serious aspects of the race
problem, know almost nothing about the
problem. We read the history of the
vigilance committee of the early days in
California and we applaud the decision
with which the committee carried out
drastic measures for the protection of
those who sought to be law-abiding but
could not because anarchy had for the
time displaced the old law and demanded
a law surer, swifter and more deadly in
its execution, a law before which anarchy
had to yield. Emerson Hough's new
book, The Law of the Land, is, under the
guise of a very interesting story, an ap-
peal for just such an attitude toward the
whites of the south, who now and then
feel compelled to respond to the demands
of the higher law of self-preservation, of
necessity, and by a seeming anarchy
strike a blow at anarchy itself. The hero
of Mr., Hough's book, in pleading in court
for the acquittal of a man charged with |
the murder of several blacks, states the
case in part as follows:

Now, I ask whether at the tlme of the acts
charged against Calvin Blount there exlsted any
, adequate machinery of the law, - * * * [ gub-
'mit to you that necessity, the greatest of all

laws, and in precedent respected by our courts as
such, would have overridden even the regular ma-
. chinery of our laws had it been in operation. 1

| to its citizens had ceased.
- - - - - - -

And, please God, in defiance of statute laws
grown weak and impotent, the white man will
wrest from whatsoever hand may hold it the

snfety of Lis women, the sanctity of his twofold
temple of the law,
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WAR T0 SEND UP
SEALSKIN PRIGES

Cannonading Turns Course of
Seal Migration—Fewer Sealers
Out Next Season,

Vietoria, B. C., Dec. 15,—War in the
far east has turned the course of the
seal herd migrations to such an extent
that many of the most famous of the
Siberian coast rookeries have been
abandoned. Noise of the cannonading
is the primary cause.. Due to this and
other causes, the cateh of the coming
season will probably be smaller and
prices correspondingly higher.

It has been claimed that the hunting

on this side was the primary cause of
the driving of the seal in countless
millions to the Japanese and Russian
islands. If this be so, it is confidently
expected that the war will be the means
cf returning them to the American
coast,
* During the past year no schooners
were sent to the Japanese coast, and
but few to the Copper islands, for fear
of collision with the Russian or the
Japanese fleet. :

Wait on Fur Sale.

Until after the annual fall. fur sales
have taken place in London, on Dee. 16,
nothing will be done towards outfitting
the Vietoria sealing fleet for mext sea-
son’s operations, and -then it is alto-
gether probable that hunting will be
entirely confined to the American coast,
as far north as the Aleutian islands, and
to Bering sea. Upon the prices realized
at the ecoming sales will depend the
number of the fleet to go out.

At the annual meeting of the sealing
combine the scene of hunting opera-
tions during 1905 will be {finally de-
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EMERSON HOUGH,
Recent Picture of the Author of *“The
Law of the Land.”

1

] The provocation under which Blount
acted was extreme, there was no recogni-
tion of law.by the blacks at the time.
Were all cases as clear as that there
would be little criticism of summary
action on the part of the whites acting in
self-defense. Yet the act of an individ-
ual may point to a practical condition of
anarchy and :insecurity to society, such
as demand stringent measures. So far all
will agree with Mr. Hough's position, and
even farther, for we do not understand
Mr. Hough to insist on the rule of the
higher law to the point -of those ghastly
wreakings of vengeance which are seen
now and then In the torture of perpetra-
tors of nameless crimes. But in the in-
terpretation of the law of necessity there
is always danger, especially when the in-
terpretation is undertaken under
white heat of pasmion, and on that ground
some of Mr. Hough's readers will not be
ready to accept all that may be inferred
from hils position, or that of his hero; for
it may_ be assumed that Mr. Hough Is
merely stating the southern white position
rather than his own.
! The above i3 more than sufficient to
show that “The Law of the Land” is a
problem novel. But it has a romantic ap-
peal that takes strong hold of the reader,
in a mystery in the life of the heroine,
Miss Lady, a charming girl, with whom
the author does not let the reader become
well enough acquainted. The mystery is
one that is worked out with much skill,
and the book ends when the end of the
story is reached, which last is very high
praise.

Incidentally, the railroad claim agent is
| “hit off" in the course of the story with
much skill. A blooded filly of Colonel
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Blount's has been killed by a tramn on a

road running thru his plantation.
““That filly would have seen Churchill Downs in
"her day if she had lived,”" sald the colonel.
{  “Yes, and if she had you would have had to
back her, wouldn't jou? You wonld have
| trained that filly and paid a counle of hundred
| for it. Yom wonld have fitted her at the track
fand pald several hundred more. You would
| have bet a couple of thousawd, anyway, as a
' matter of prinelple;: and. like enough, you'd have
lost it. Now, if this road paid you $15 for that
| illy and saved yon twenty-five hundred or three
'I thousand into the bargain., how ought you to feel
1 abont 1t?
or fifteen ahead?"’
,  Thereupon there was almost a murder,
" which would have had no defense in the
higher law of necessity, tho a verdict of
justifiable homicide would hardly have
been out of the way, had Blount slain the
agent.
The Bobhs-Merrill company, Indianapolis.

Tolstoy Emulates Carnegie.—Count Tol-
stoy has opened book stores in Moscow
and St. Petersburg and is offering to pro-
vide village librarfes with books at low
prices.

New Novel by Edith Wharton.—Edith
| Wharton's first long novel of contem-
ipcrmry American life will begin in the
January- Scribner’s under the tiile “The
| House of Mirth.”” It is said to be a sharp
comment on modern social conditions and
a serious presentation of their tragic ten-
dencies. The heroine {s a charming
voung woman who {s placed in a false po-
sition.

Strange Things Happen on Christmas
Eve In the Kentucky Mountains.—The
work of John Fox, Jr., has shown marked
improvement recently. At least, so it
seems to us. In Christmas Eve on Lone-
scme, a book of short stories, we find &
truer touch and coloring than we have
noted, at least, in much of his other work.
The story which gives the title to the
Yook, for example, leaves the reader sat-
isfled. He is consclous of no straining of
motives to account for the actions of any
|of the characters, and that i more than
can be said of many of the stories of the
day. The story is that of a Kentucky ex-
convict just thru with a three vears' sen-
tence, thirsting for the blood of the man
whose perjury sent him to prison and who
had robbed him of his sweetheart. There
comes, at the ecritleal moment, a moral
struggle that is excellently depicted.

A longer story is “The Army of the
Callahan,” an army which perhaps few
have heard of. Its eommander's plcture
does not hang in the galleries of the great,
either. - He was Captain Wells. ‘He could
fight on occasion, but he was more likely
to play “Bum-ba-laddy,’”” and hunt a
place behind a hickory tree. The story
of how he saved “Flitter Bill's" store from
an attack by the “Wild Jayhawkers of
Kaintuck” s a bit of high-quality humor,
The stories are all of that section of the
country in which Mr. Fox is at home and
at portraying which he is at his best.
Charles Scribner's Sons New York. §1.50,

~.The 1803 Christlan Year Kalendar is just
out. It is Handsomely printed and at-
tractively arranged, and without doubt
the most valuable edition of the kalendar
vet issued.

George Fred.

The  Church Kalendar

mpany, 2 West Four-
ow York. The.

|
:d'.
it.'a.! return for the season is® placed at
= 13,905 skins. This is the smallest cateh

'-1.

ket this fall than usual, in view of the

‘and of the interference whieh the war
| las been to the Japanese

the '

Are you twenty-five hundred behind

cided upon. Allowing 1,000 as repre-
senting the aggregate of the catches
of the Indians along the coast, the to-

in many years, the reasen
great measure the smallness
fleet operating.

Twenty-six schooners gent out in 1903
secured, with ‘*shore’? and Cape Horn
catches added, 20,470 pelts. In 1902
the number of skins taken was 16,301;
in 1901 the total was 24,160 skins; in
1800, 35,548 and in 18909, 35,471.

Higher Prices Expected.
There will be fewer skins on the mar-

being in
of the

partial abandonment of the Cape Horn
and IPalkland Island grounds by sealers,

industry,
but prices are expected to rule higher
than in other years, so that if expec-
tations are realized those in the busi-
ness will have little eause for com-
plaint. The Copper Island catches, it
will be notieced, have been very small,
and the most valuable fur anywhere
found is that whieh has been the most
plentiful. Among the catches a small-
er number of branded skins are seen
this vear than for many reasons, show-
ing that those animals that were tor-
tured a few, yvears ago for identifica-
tion are rapidly dying off.

STAND CLEAR!

New York BSun.

have another fit. The admiral must know
that the Japanese are looking forward
with keen interest to meeting him.

NOT USED TO THE BIRD

: .Baltimore Sun.

Secretary Taft has assvred the Pana-
mans that what they suspected was a
vulture is really the dove of peace,

AND YOU CAN'T STOP HIM

- Chieago News.

It Is about time for the Baltic fleet to'

—ad

FIRE HORSE DIES
ANSWERING GONG

Old Pet of the Firemen, Mortally
Hurt, Vainly Strives to
Rise.

Philadelphia, Dee, 15.—Fire Engine
No. 11, drawn by its famous old horses,
Bill and Jim, was speeding down South
street to a fire in the uncertain light of
dawn yesterday, when suddenly, just as
it got to a place where a pile of iron

irders on one side and a stack of lum-
yer on the other prevented its driver
from turning out of the track, a trolley
car, also going at full speed, shot out
from behind the corner of Sixth.

There was no stopping the big two-
ton Silsby, and the motorman did not
try to stop, for he was endeavoring to
race across to safety, so the engine
ploughed full tilt into the ear’s center.
Both horses were killed—for whieh
there is much mourning today in No. 11
house—the car and engine both were
wrecked, and the fire crew of two men
and one pasesnger were badly injured.

Tried to Warn Them.

In the last desperate two seconds
then, Patrolman Hanly tried to warn
the engine driver, but it was right be-
tween the obstructions. Tt couldn’t
turn aside, and it couldn’t have stopped
inside half a block. ‘‘Duteh’’ Simpson
saw his danger and knew what was sure
to happen, f;nt he stuck to his post.

The impact was terrifie. The en-
gine’s pole ripped thru first one side,
then the other of the car body, literallv
mumlin% the trolley, and hurling it
vards off its rails. =~ Poor Bill and Jim
smashed against the car’s side, and
then the tremendous weight of their en-
%irm jammed forward against them.

hey were cut and torn frightfully.

A pitiful sight was that of the two
big horses, lying in a pool of blood,
Jim, the bay, was killed outright. Rill,
the beloved black of the team, when the
engine was backed from his body, ap-
peared to be gasping his last.  But he
wasn't quite dead, and didn't die for
a long while, and when an hour later
the hose ‘eart, returning from the fire,
passed the spot where he lay, he figured
in an incident that wet the eves of
muny men in the erowd about the cor-

ner.
Bill’s Last Call

Old Bill had been motionless for more
than half an hour. No one believed a
spark of life was left in him. But when
the bell of the hosecart sounded, he
moved, gave a mighty struggle to get
his feet, as tho for a final call of duty,
half succeeded, and then with a final
weak whinney, fell baek dead.

Tears streamed down the faces of the
hosecart erew., Bill had been twelve
years with them. THe would follow
them like a dog. They had taught him
tricks, had let him have the run of the
house, never burdened him with a
halter, and they loved him like a
brother. Driver Simpson, in the hos-
pital, when he heard the news, wept as
tho a relative had died. He had driven
Bill from his first fire call to his last.
Jim was a splendid horse, too, and his
passing was mourned deeply, but there
was ne horse in the world like Bill, the
11 erew thought.

Neither Simpson, Robinson or Ver-
bloom, the three injured ones, was hurt
dangerously. Their bodies and legs and

{arms were cut, and Robinson’s face was

torn; but they will all be out of the
hospital soon. = Simpson has been in the
gervice thirty-two years.

HYPNOTISM

Austin (Tex.) Statesman.
Motor cars In the west are reported ta
“hypnotize' birds to such an extent that
they fly directly against the cars and are
killed. A number of people seem to get

Santa Claus is after your money.

hypnotized the same way.

SAN FRANCISCO

RAISES

MONUMENT 70 McKINLEY

San Francisco, Dec. 15.—A mapnifi-|
cent monument to President MecKinley |
was unveiled in this city on Thanks-
iving Day. The monument stands to
Eha left of the entrance to the pan-
handle of Golden Gate park, a woman'’s

from th
wh!ﬂ.l...‘

L e

figure in bronze, towering fifteen feeti |ley, ;
ll‘lt-'-‘lg destal of granite; the top of t?) give expression to- this phas

JCve_> BRONZE FICURE of NSKINLEY MONUMENTC3= e
m_ e Yanclsco S

Dense cedar trees form a background
against which the monument shows in
classic outline. ‘ . /

Simplicity marks the creation of tha
seulptor, Robert I. Aitkin, of this eity.
Simplicity marked the life of . MeKin-
and the monument was mtaetnded

_ﬁ.’!i.. aracter.
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