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PICTURES WHICH SHOW THAT SMOKE CAN BE PREVENTED. 

A FOURTH AVENUE S STACK AT ITS WORST. 

must "be pre Unnecessary smoke 
ven ted in Minneapolis. 

This is the determinat ion of the 
Minneapolis Real Es t a t e board, which 
has already secured the conviction of 
one fireman who was guil ty of inart is­

t ic s toking. One of the most convinc­
ing arguments employed by B . T. 
Boardman, who acted as a t to rney for 
the board in th is case, was a series of 
photographs reproduced herewith. The 
pictures tell the i r own story. Two of 

A NICOLLET AVENUE CHIMNEY THAT POLLUTES THE AIR FOR BLOCKS AROUND. 

them are smoking like bat t leships go­
ing into action, while the th i rd chim-
nev shown displavs not the slightest 
t i ace of smoke, alt ho i t was taken on 
a cold day and the chimney photo­
graphed was on one of the largest office 
buildings in the city. Wi th the Real 
Es ta te board behind the agi ta t ion, a 
great deal more may be expected of 
the ant ismoke crusade than has ever 
been possible when the mat t e r was 
wholly in official hands. 

I n St. Pau l J;he ant ismoke crusade 

FIGHTING FIFE IS 
LIKE WAGING WAR 

Chief Canterbury Tells How the Campaign Against the 

Inhuman Enemy Is Planned and Executed—Light-

ning- Quick Decisions and Fearless Act­

ions of Firemen, 

' ' Wha t is the theorv of fire-fighting?' ' 
Ts the science of wa r t a r e agains t the 

flames as exact as the science of war 
against a human toe? 

Inteiest in th is fieicest and most fas­
cinating ot games has increased in pro­
portion to the interest awakened by the 
recent disastrous Minneapolis fire, in 
•which seveial human lives were sacri­
ficed. 

Modem wai , with its war colleges, 
i ts boaids ot s t ra tegy, war boards, etc., 
has been ieduced to a science as exact 
as any olhci piotession. Fhe-fighting 
is a species of w a i t a i c as valorous and 
as haz.ue'oi.s as the contests of a rmed 
men, l eq innng on the par t of a fire 
chief, sup<3 «i&ion as geneial , a mind 
equally .ile't and a readiness to t a k e 
alvant«*ge of any opportuni ty or to 
in o n t anv row onslaught of the foe, as 
cjunk a* tha t vvhuh the geneial m the 
he 'd must exeiciso 

Can this sp""< IOS ot warfare be re­
duce! lo a science as exact as t h a t 
exe 'c is id h\ the iv<n boards of nat ions? 
'1 his was the que-it ion put to Chief 
Cnntei lnuv oi the Minneapolis fire de-
pai tment . 

The ai alog-** of the firefighter and 
the man v ho meets an a imed foe, lifle 
i*\ hand, is an exact one. There is th is 
difWence The soldier fights a foe 
who wages wai undei more or less hu­
mane les tuc t ions , and, al tho flying at 
the tin oat of Ins adversary, will show 
mercy to a conquered foe. 

The fireman bat t les wi th an insid­
ious enemy, t ieacherous and aggressive 
—an enemv t h a t knows nei ther p i ty nor 
merry. 

The loss of two men in the recent fire 
in Minneapolis shows a percentage of 
loss not less than t h a t which is experi­
enced in the conflicts waging on the 
plains of Manchuria or in the death 
grapple a t Po r t Ar thur . 

L ike a Ba t t l e of Arms. 

The analogv can be carr ied far ther . 
The commander of an a rmy lays out 
his plan of campaign, has the different 
arms of the service a t his beck and 
call to cope wi th the s t r a t egy of the 
enemy, and from his cent ra l posit ion 
directs the ba t t l e . 

The chief of a depar tment fighting 
a fire is also t h e commander of an army 
a n d is ba t t l i ng wi th the flames, and f re-

Suent ly oonducts a ba t t l e in which the 
t r a t egy of a Von Moltke or of a Na-

Ppoleon i s neoessary to br ing vic tory 
,out of wha t seems inevi table defeat . 
IjHe, too, has the different arms of the 
service a t his command. There is t he 
different fire appara tus , t he different 
"branches of the s e r v i c e / t h e pipe lines, 
t he aerial t rucks , the wate r towers, the 
engines, t he hook and ladder depart­
ments , etc., and all of these, wi th the 
men Who direct them, must be held 
(wisely in hand by the chief. 

A ba t t le against fire, Chief Canter­
b u r y th inks , is even more difficult t han 
a contest waged against men. W h a t 
<men mav do may be inferred b y other 
men. W h a t a fire may do can never 
be determined in advance. 

" H o w do vou plan your campaign 
agains t a fire?" was the very general 
question pu t to the head of the Min­
neapolis department . 

" F i n d the. F i r e ; P u t I t O u t . " 

" T h e first t h i n g , " sententiously re­
plied the chief, as he whirled in his 
chair and looked grimly a t his ques­
t ioner, " i s to find the fire. The second 
th ing is to put it out. There you have 
i t in a n u t s h e l l . " 

The s ta tement admit ted of no argu­
ment, bu t the fiie-fighting chief was in­
duced to indulge in a l i t t le more de­
ta i l . 

" T h a t explanation is more explicit 
t han it s e e m s , " continued the chief. 
" Y o u c a n ' t sit here in the office and 
lay out a plan of campaign against a 
fire. Nei ther can you formulate a gen­
eral theorv of fire-fighting to be used 
in certain contingencies. This is be­
cause no two fires are al ike. They v a r y 
wi th the condition and place of origin, 
wi th the condition and shape of the 
building.^ etc. Besides, you c a n ' t tel l 
how a fire will act unt i l you have i t 
extinguished. That is why your first 
duty is to find the fire, and the second 
to put i t ou t . ' ' 

" W h a t is the hardes t k ind of fire to 
* fight?" was the next question. 

" W e l l , " the chief continued, as he 
puffed reflectively a t a cigar, " l e a v i n g 

. ,out the question of mater ia l feeding the 
s flames, the most dangerous k ind of a fire 
1 i s the one which s ta r t s in a b a s e m e n t . " 
< H a v i n g warmed up to his subiect, t he 
- fire chief went into a weal th of detail , 
2 ^ drawing freely on the recent fire to 
£, i l lus t ra te his explanations. 

" I c a n ' t explain th is to you b e t t e r , " 

had no idea of danger. We had men 
on every storv throwing water into 
the Peck building. There must have 
been an explosion in the Peck building, 
or the falling of a ceiling caused the 
flames to shoot over th ru the runways 
into the Boutell building. 

" A n y h o w , Simcoe, Kirchoff and Fel­
lows found themselves surrounded by 
flames. One of the men went to the 
s ta i rwav which was buil t about the ele­
vator . Flames and smoke choked him. 
He told the others to run for their 
lives. Fellows stopped to put on his 
coat and s ta r ted toward the elevator 
shaft . Kirchoff, who was halfway be­
tween him and the window, looked 
around and a blast of flame caught him 
and he dropped on all fours to make for 
the window: Fellows was half turned 

I around, and my theory is t h a t he never 
got any far ther . I do not believe he 

»• .• . ' • ••••• •..• •.'•. • •. •. •. •. •, •X«JS«W»\«A •>•. •. • •. »3 went down the elevator shaft. 
: " Fe l lows ' fa te simply shows how pre­

carious is the occupation of the fire­
men. 

" N o there is no science or system 
adopted by fireman for their own safety. 
They must t rus t to thei r judgment to 
act as the occasion necessitates. Of 
course, all firemen know tha t the air is 
best nearest the floor, and if it cannot 
be obtained there i t cannot be obtained 
anywhere. Then they wear nosemasks, 
which are merely moist sponges, which 
they wear over their faces. The only 
other protection is the aluminum helmet 
which will ordinari ly protect the head 
from falling br icks or glass. For the 
body there is no protection other t h a n 
t h a t afforded by thei r clothes. 

Confining Unquenchable Flames. 
" B u t to go on with our i l l u s t r a t i on , " 

continued the chief. " W h e n the Bou­
tell bui lding s tar ted, we saw there was 
no chance of saving it . When a fire 
gains certain headway, wate r thrown on 
i t only increases i ts intensi ty, just as 
wa te r thrown on coal will make i t burn 
more fiercely. Our t ask was to save 
the P o w e r s ' building. Our duty here 
was plain. We threw light s t reams on 
the front to keep down the intense heat 
unt i l we could get hose inside the build­
ing to fight i t from tha t direction. We 
were able to do tha t , and if we had been 
delayed only a few moments, the build­
ing would have gone uo like t inder . 

has had notable results. Even locomo­
t ive firemen within the ci ty limits have 
been obliged to watch thei r fires wi th 
special care, while factory owners and 
the managers of large business and of­
fice buildings have come to appreciate 
t h a t the non-smoke method of firing is 
not onlv desirable but is the only safe 
plan. f 

After all, the secret of "abolishing 
smoke is more one oS s toking tuan it 
is of scientific appliances for consum­
ing the products of eombustion. Care-
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' ' The difficulty which we experienced 
at first in prevent ing the fire from 
reaching P o w e i s ' was to get enough 
pressure to send the water to the top 
of the building. The system for get­
t ing high pressure is simple. I t con­
sists in the use of xthe tu r re t nozzle, 
t ha t is in turn ing several hose lines 
into one nozzle. However, care must 
be exercised in doing this . For instance 
if one line is near the fire you get , say 
140 pounds pressure. You a t tach an­
other line, which is connected with an 
engine far ther away, and which gives 
you a pressure of only 120 pounds, the 
140 pounds pressure would be reduced 
to 120. I t is necessary to get equidis­
t a n t lines a t tached to the tu r re t nozzle. 

"Chemica l s are useful in pu t t ing out 
incipient blazes, but where fire has 
gained headway they are of l i t t le use. 
The only th ing to do in case of a big 
fire is to flood the building with wate r 
so long as water will do any good. 

Saving Human Lives. 

" T h e fireman i s not only a fire­
fighter. He is a lifesaver as well. One 
of the elements of the education of a 
fireman is to know how to save l ife— 
how to carry unconscious forms down 
an uncertain ladder and to do i t ex­
peditiously and safely. 

" D u r i n g two months in summer the 
Minneapolis fire depar tment exacts 
t ra in ing wi th the pompier ladder. This 
consists an scaling high buildings by 
means of these ladders, wliich are car­
ried as the fireman aseendsr. 'The hooks 
in the end of ib"© first la'dder are at­
tached to a window. v1The''fireman scales 
th is first ascent, carrying the second 
ladder wi th him. Then the 'second lad­
der is hooke'd t o "'the window in the 
next s tory and the first -ladder is car­
r ied. This is kept up unt i l the desired 
stofy is reached. 

" T h e best system in carrying out a 
person from a burning building and 
down a l a d d e r , " Chief Canterbury ex­
plained in the progress of his t a l k , " is 
to keep the man or woman in front of 
you. I f he or she1 is .conscious, thev 
will render assistance in hanging to 
the ladder. I f unconscious, the man­
ner of handling the person will depend 
upon his or her weight. Ordinarily 
the fireman can keep the person he is 
rescuing between him and the ladder 
and roll the body down. If light 

ful firemen will not only prevent smoke, 
but they will make the same amount 
of fuel go much far ther than the fire­
man who throws in the coal, opens the 
draf ts and lets 50 per cent of the car­
bon go up the smokestack. 

The Real Es ta te board is now making 
a caieful survey of the city in the early 
morning and late afternoon, which 
seem to be the peirods when the smoke 
affliction is most noticeable. Wher­
ever practicable photographs wall be 

I made of the chimney a t i ts worst, and 

THIS CHIMNEY HAS A SMOKE CONSUMER. IT RARELY DISCHARGES ANY 
MORE SMOKE THAN SHOWN IN THE PICTURE. 

these will be used as evidence in court. 
The main difficulty, however, is not in 
securing evidence tha t the chimney is 
smoking, but in proving beyond a per-
aclventure t h a t the smoke is unneces­
sarily thick. I t has been argued t h a t 

a heavy pall of smoke is a good adver­
t isement for any city, indicating grea t 
industr ial ac t iv i tv , but the Eeal Es ta te 
board, the members of which are vi ta l ly 
interested in keeping the ci ty a t i t s 
best , evidently do not th ink so. 
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enough, the left a rm will serve to hold 
the pei son being rescued while the r ight 
hand can direct the progress down the 
l adde r . ' ' 

Chief Canterbury believes the pres­
ent-day fire engines are too small. He 
thinks i t would be economy to use 
larger engines, even if they cost more. 

" W e pay $5,000 for our present en­
g i n e s , " he said. " I f we paid, say, 
$30,000 tor one engine, i t would do 
the work of ten engines and three men 
could run it, the same number required 
to run one of our small engines. Such 
an engine would, of course, do much 
more effective work. Being very 
heavy, they would have to furnish their 
own propelling power. They should be 
buil t on the plan of the fire-engine 
boats . When I was in Milwaukee I saw 
one of these floating fire engines in ac­
tion. I t would throw a five-and-a-half-
mch stream a distance of two blocks. 
Twelve two-inch streams could be got 
out of i t which would do as much work 
as ten of my smaller e n g i n e s . " 

BOTANISTS TO MEET 

Sta te Association Meet ing Will Be Held 
Thursday. 

The annual meet ing of the Minnesota 
S ta te Botanical association will be held 
Thursday in Pi l lsbury hall a t t he s ta te 
universi ty. The meeting will close with 
a social. The program is as follows: 

"Present Problems of Cvtologv and Tax­
onomy," Conway MacMlllan, F.M B.S. 

"Problems in Plant Embryology," Dr. 
H. L. Lyon, F M B.S 

"Recent Work in Mycology and Plant 
Pathology," E. M Freeman, F M B.S. 

"Collecting Trips in Mexico," E. W. D. 
Holway, by irvltation. 

"A Remarkable Growth of Orobanche 
Ludoviciana," C. A Ballaid, F M B S. 

"Mushrooms and Mushroom Clubs," Dr. 
Ma*-y Whetstone, F M B S 

"The Minnesota Botanical Seaside Sta­
tion," Conway MacMlllan, F M.B.S. 

Social hour. 

IOWA GIRL MARRIED WHEN 
BUT 9 AND DIVORCED AT io 

Husband Was 6$ and Looked His Age—First Real 

Christmas for Gertie Trusty—Remarkable Mat­

rimonial Story From Iowa. 
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FINE STATUE OFCAPT. JOHN TAPPER JUST* FINISHED BY MRS. BACKUS 

W 
lie said, " t h a n by re la t ing in p a r t the 

S . CAKTERBiraT, 
• Chief of the Minneapolis Fire Depart-
* ment, Who Describes Fire Fighting. 

t • f • ' • • • • • •' • •' •"• .f • • * • / t • • • • • • • • • • t • t • • f 

story of our fight of last week. Of 
course, there is a t least one general 
theory t h a t can be followed in fighting 
a fire, and t h a t is to surround i t . How 
to do t h a t will depend ent i re ly upon 
conditions. The plan of t he ba t t l e is 
generally formulated on the way to the 
fire, and is completed immediately upon 
arr ival , and wnen we learn exactly 
where i t is. Then the chief t akes some 
central position, usuallv a t the front of 
the building, where he can be found. 
Then he assigns his different chiefs to 
the i r respective s tat ions, and as the dif­
ferent depar tments come up, as in the 
case of a big fire, he tells them wha t 
distr ict chief to report to. These chiefs 
make frequent reports to him, so t h a t 
he knows iust how the fight is progres­
sing and can easily oveisee all pa r t s of 
the battlefield and knows wha t orders 
to give and where to send reinforce­
ments . 

" I f the fire in the Peck bui lding of 
last week had s ta r ted in the upper story, 
the t ask would have been comparat ively 
simple We would have flooded the floor 
beneath i t and in t h a t way kept the fire 
from going down. But when a fire is in 
the basement , the t ask is different and 
much harder . 

When I t S ta r t s Low. 

' ' When I arr ived a t t he Peck bui lding 
I found t h a t the men had al ready made 
openings in the floor and had inserted 
the cellar nozzles. These nozzles have 
a curved end, enabling the firemen to 
throw wate r between the floors. But 
the difficulty of th is k ind of fighting 
is increased by the fact t h a t i t takes 
only a small fire in a basement to fill 
the s tory above with _ smoke, 
so t h a t remaining wi th in the 
room is certain death. Then there 
are, as always, s ta i rways , ele­
va tor shafts , etc., which car ry the 
flames upwards , as was the case in the 
Peck building. 

" A n o t h e r difficulty of the basement 
fire is the fact t h a t there are usually 
few windows from which the fire can 
be reached. 

" I n the case of t he Peck building, 
another pecul iar i ty of fires was illus­
t ra ted . At first i t seemed l ike a harm­
less affair, bu t no fire is harmless un­
t i l i t is absolutely extinguished. I t 
suddenly assumed terr ib le headway and, 
do wha t we could, we could not stop i ts 
progress. The ba t t l e then became one 
for the salvat ion of surrounding prop­
erty, one of t h e prime dut ies of a fire­
man. 

How Firemen Meet Death. 
" T h e r e is l i t t le choice as regards 

hazard in the fire s e r v i c e , " t he chief 
replied, in answer to a question as to 
wha t was the most dangerous branch of 
t he service. " I t is all equally dan­
gerous. 

" T h e hook and ladder men, armed 
wi th thei r hammers , ceiling hooks, 
sledge hammers, etc., must accompany 
the hose men, thei r du ty be ing to pull 
down ceilings, make holes in walls and 
otherwise assist t he nozzlemen in get­
t ing a t the fire. m 

" N o fireman can tell jus t when he is 
to be cut off, and they become fa ta l i s t s 
to a cer ta in extent . Again drawing 
from t h e recent fire, t he firemen who __„ . . 
were with Fellows when he lost his life, |who hag stood the tempests, of ojghjau There have feeeAJaut two statues gigde 
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For any case of nervousness, sleep­
lessness, weak stomach, indigestion, 
dyspepsia, t ry Car te r ' s Li t t le Nerve 
Pills. Relief is sure. The only nerve 
medicine for the price in the market . 

The friends of Mrs. George J . Backus 
of th is ci ty will soon have the pleasure 
—and the public will share i t later— 
of admir ing a life-size s ta tue of t h a t 
s turdy pioneer, Captain John Tapper, 
which she has just completed. Several 
t imes in the past five vears beautiful 
examples ot the sculptor ' s a r t have 
come from Mrs. Backus ' hands, bu t 
this last is the most ambitious and 
probably the most ar t is t ic . 

In order to unders tand i ts full sig­
nificance, one must know something of 
the cap t a in ' s histoi-j. In 1840, a t the 
age of 20, he arr ived in Mobile from 
his home in Dorsetshire, England, on 
a cat t leship, and in t h a t year joined 
his brother , who was engaged in build­
ing F o i t Atkinson m Iowa. Two years 
la ter he reached Fort Crawford a t 
Pra i r ie du Chien, and in 1840 arr ived 
a t For t Snelling, where, as a civilian, 
he was employed by Frankl in Steele 
unt i l the breaking out of the Mexican 
war. Then he lomed the United Sta tes 
forces in Mexico, going from the fort 
wi th Dr. Turner, and took pa r t in nu­
merous engagements in t h a t conflict. 
At i t s close he re turned to what is now 
Minnesota. 

Before the organization of t he ter­
r i tory, which took place in 1849, he had 
begun to ferry the few set t lers in th is 
Vicinity across the Mississippi jus t above 
the raging ca tarac t ot St. Anthony Fal ls . 
His route from the west side of t he 
r iver to Nicollet island was t h a t now 
marked by the steel arch bridge. He 
located on Nicollet island, Where the 
Eas tman residence now stands, the 
proper tv a t t h a t t ime of Frank l in 
Steele, and for the next six years , day 
and night , answered the call of all who 
wished to cross the Mississippi. I n 
t h a t period he ferried thousands of per­
sons, teams and cat t le over the r iver. 

In 1855 the first suspension br idge 
was bui l t , the first br idge ever bui l t 
to span the Mississippi a t any point 
from i ts source to i ts mouth, and on 
th is bridge Captain Tapper was in­
stalled as tol l taker . 

He assisted in 1849 in erect ing the 
first house buil t on the west side of the 
r iver, and in the following year , while 
Colonel John. H. Stevens, i t s owner, was 
absent on a bridal t r ip in the east , 
p lanted a garden on the site of the pres­
ent union stat ion from which the col­
onel and his br ide ga thered fresh veg­
etables when they came to the i r new 
home. During those s trenuous years 
Captain Tapper was known b y and knew 
near ly all the set t lers wi th in a radius 
of 100 miles of Minneapolis. H e has 
survived most of them, and is still in 
perfect hea l th s and re ta ins his menta l 
vigor. H e represents t he highest type 
of t h e s tu rdy pioneer, rugged, honest, 
t ru thfu l and aggressive. 

The s t a tue which Mrs. Backus has 
jus t completed embodies all these char­
acteris t ics . I t shows him wi th his 
coat off and evidently in a reminiscent 
mood suggestive of ta les of lorvr ago. 
The likeness is per fec t ; the l ines of t h e 
figure a re those of the vir i le old^ man 

years and who seems able to wi ths tand 
those of t h e next twenty . 

There i s a project on foot among his 
friends t o have the figure cast in bronze 
and la ter , if the c i ty author i t ies a re 
willing, to place i t in one of the niches 
on the steel arch br idge. The s ta tue is 
now in the hands of t h e men who are 
making the plaster cast and will soon 
be on exhibition. 

—Photo by E. A. Bromley. 

b y sculptors resident in Minnesota, t h e 
one of Ole Bull b y Jacob Fje lde being 
the first, and t h a t of Captain Tapper 
by Mrs. Backus, t h e other. P a r t of t h e 
s ta tue of Governor Pi l lsbury, which now 
adorns the un ivers i ty campus, was made 
here, and the rest in New York. Mrs . 
B a c k u s ' new work is considered by con­
noisseurs who have seen i t to be an 
achievempnt a t least equal to either 
of the qjfcer twjj. - • 

JOHN LEEPEK, 
* Aged 65, Wedded to 9-Year-Old Gerty <• 
X Trusty and Now Divorced. •-
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Special fo The Jourial 
Des Moines, Iowa, Dec. 24.—Married 

a t 9, divorced a t 10, her first Christmas 
t ree when a grasswidow a t 11, a l i t t le 
girl in short skir ts will dance with glee 
about a candle-lighted and gift-laden 
t ree in a cozy home in Brighton, Iowa, 
tomorrow morning. There will be 
thousands upon thousands of Christmas 
t rees all over the broad land, bu t none 
like this—for this will be the first in 
the life of a l i t t le girl, whose hair hangs 
in pigtai ls down her back, whose skir t 
does not reach to her shoe tops by sev­
eral inches, and who yearns with all the 
eagerness of a young g i r l ' s hear t for 
a dollie t h a t will open and shut i ts eyes 
and say " m a m a " and " p a p a " — t h i s 
l i t t le girl who stood up before the a l tar 
two vears ago and became the wife of 
a man seven t imes her age. 

Gertie Trusty, girl, wife and widow 
all in one, will know her first Christmas 
tomorrow. Now t h a t she has been a 
wife and is a widow, Gertie Trus ty is 
jus t about to become a l i t t le girl . 

Marr ied When b u t Nine . 

At the age of 9 Gert ie became the 
wife of John Leeper, whose 65 years 
were evident in face and figure. The 
bride-elect, as she stood before the 
preacher and promised to be a faithful 
wife, was an odd sight. Her hair, 
brushed s t ra ight back from her fore­
head, par ted severely in the middle, was 
gathered in the " p i g t a i l " bra ids of 
young girlhood and straggled down the 
line of dress but tons a t her back. As 
for the dress itself, i t was no creation 
of the modrste. The wedding dress in­
junction, " s o m e t h i n g old and some­
th ing new; something whi te and some­
th ing b l u e , " was disregarded in Gertie 
T rus ty ' s case—everything was old, and 
the wedding dress was the every-dfty, 
short-skirted dress. There the 9-year-
old girl stood by the side of t he 63-
year-old man, and in piping t reble an­
swered " I w i l l " to the solemn words 
of the preacher. 

Gert ie Trus ty was Mrs. John Leeper 
from the t ime she was 9 unti l shortly 
af ter she had passed her t e n t h bi r th­
day. She was a good and faithful wife 
to the best of her abil i ty. She fol­
lowed her busband to Arkansas and 
in a l i t t le vi l lage there helped him es­
tablish the new home. Life sett led 
down into commonplaces, Monday wash­
ing, Tuesday ironing, Wednesday sweep­
ing, and so on thru the week. Other 
l i t t le girls passed on their wav to school, 
t r i l led a t each other and laughed in 
childish glee as they coasted and bobbed 
on t h e snow-covered hills or danced 
away to the picnics of the good old 
summer t ime, b u t Gertie Trus ty Leeper 
was a wife, and there was housework 
to do, so she stolidly s tayed a t her tasks , 
tho many a t ime her hear t must have 
been far away wi th the romping, ril-
l icking children of her own age. 

Action for a Divorce. 

Almost a year passed and the Leep-
ers re turned to Washington, Iowa. The 

'•? J girl-wife said she had been cruelly 

> JStttft. CrEETKUDE TRUSTY LEEPEE, ; | 
it A Grass Widow Who Will See Her First 1M 
•» Christmas Tree Tomorrow. >• 
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abused in the meantime. She had a 
pitiful tale to confide t o a tender­
hearted neighbor. Soon the officials 
heard of the ma t t e r ; outside of the 
wilds of Africa such a case had not been 
known. A young American girl bound 
to a man seven t imes her age for life. 
Such a thing might go unreproved and 
unnoticed among t h e Georgia crackers, 
but not among the cultured people or 
Iowa. Gert ie Trus ty was induced to 
sign a pet i t ion asking for a divorce from 
her husband. I t did not t ake long for 
t he judge to decide the mat ter . When 
the plaintiff took the witness chair her^ 
feet did not touch the floor, her hai r 
hung behind her in " p i g t a i l s , " and 
she told her story in the same childish 
t reble wi th which she had answered t h e 
clergyman a year before. Se told a 
story of cruelty, corroborated by the 
necessary witnesses. Ten minutes la ter 
Gertie Trust ie walked out of t he court­
room—10 years old and a grass widow. 

Finds a New Home. 

W h a t to do wi th her, now tha t she 
was l i teral ly born again, was a ques­
tion, soon sett led b j r a kind-hearted, 
chari table family. In t h e family of 
K. L. Davis of Brighton, Iowa, Gertie 
Trusty found a home. There day by 
day, tho she knew wifely duties and re­
sponsibilities, she was t augh t childish 
pleasures and past imes. For the first 
t ime there were picnics with other chil­
dren her own age who will not be wives 
for ten, fifteen, twenty , twenty-five 
years yet . Eecently there have been 
bobbing and skat ing par t ies . Gert ie 
Trus ty has learned to be a young girl . 
For her pleasure the Davises have pro-
vided a Christmas tree. I t will gree t 
her sight when she awakes on Chris tmas 
morning. On i t will be candies, nu t s , 
girlish knickknacks, a beautiful doll— 
one t h a t will say " m a m a " and " p a p a " 
to the grass widow who has never ye t 
played wi th such a doll. Surely, San ta 
Claus in all his rounds will see no s igh t 
such as this . 

Minn. S ta te Agricul tural Society. 
Hamline, Minn.. Dec. 10, 1904.—The 

annual meeting or the Minnesota S t a t e 
Agricultural Societv will be held i n 
St. Parul, Minn., a t the capitol, on Tues­
day, Wednesday and Thursday, J a n -
10, 11 and 12, 1905, for the election of 
a president and two vice presidents, t o 
serve for one year, and two managers , 
to serve for three years, and for t he 
t ransact ion of siich other business a s 
may come before the meeting. 

A program of uuusual interest for 
Tuesday and Wednesday will be an­
nounced later through the newspapers. 

The business session will be on 
Thursday. —C. N . Cosgrove, 

E. W. Randall , President . . 
Secretary. ; 

There are manv form of nervous de­
bility in men tha t yield to the use of 
Car te r ' s Iron Pills. Thosf who are 
troubled with nervous weakness, n i g h t 

' s w e a t s , e t c , should t r y theia, ' ̂  
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