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WILL MINNEAPOLIS
BE POSTAL CENTER?

GAIN FOR CITY IF
FLETCHER WILLS

Congressman-Elect Might Make
Minneapolis a Great Postal
Center,

BUT HE SEEMS LIKELY
TO IGNORE OPPORTUNITY

By Beeking His Old Committee
Place He Will Sacrifice
District.

By W. W. Jermane.

Washington, Dee. 29,—It is a matter
of common knowledge in Washington,
among Minnesotans, that it is the in-
tention of Loren Fletcher, congressman-
elect from the Minneapoiis distriet, to
press for reappointment to his old pf&ee
on the house committee on interstate
and foreign commeree, at the beginning
of the fifty-ninth congress, next Decem-
ber. When he dropped out of congress
two vears ago, he was succeeded on this
committesa by Representative Stevens
of St. Paul, who is now doing work for
the northwest such as has not been done
for it by any northwestern member of
congress for many years.

r. Fletcher’s desire to secure his
old committee assignment does mnot
mean that Mr. Stevens is to retire from
the position which he has filled so ac-
ceptably. There are many precedents
for appointing two men from the same
section or state on one committes. New
York and Iowa are thus honored in the
present: house.

'hether Mr. Fletcher will get what
he wants cannot be known at this time
because the speaker, with matters of
more immediate importance demandin
attantion, has not given serious consid-
eration to the new house committees.

Declines a Good Field.

Tt was the hope of a good many Min-
nesotans in  Washington that Mr.
Fleteher would not ap % for a place on
his old eommittee, E;'IJ; will, if ap-
pointed, be at the foot of the 'list, and
therefore not in position to render the
northwest any important service. Be-
#ides, Mr. Stevens can now very easily
take care of all northwestern interests
¢oming before that committes, :

The suggestion was mads to Mr.
Fletcher that he try for a' place on the
¢ommittee on public buildings and
grounds, as this would open up to him
4 new and important field of activity,
but he declined.

With the reorganization of the post-
office department during the next few
years, it is probable that the country
will be divided for postal purposes into
rome ten or a dozen large districts,
each with a headquarters where much

bhusiness now gent to the main office in
this city will be transacted. It should
be comparatively easy for Minneapolis
to he selected as one of these head-
quarters cities. St. Paul, it is very gen-
erally admitted by those who are in-
formed, will not be in position to be a

competitor, and it might happen that
Minneapolis would be chosen by general
consgent.

New Bulldings Necessary.

As a condition precedent to such se-
laction, Minneapolis would have to be
provided with a federal building of
proper size, If Mr., Fletcher were to
take a place on the publie buildings
and grounds committeerin the next con-
gress and work for an appropriation for
a site for a new building, following out
the suggestions contained in the plan
submitted to the present congress by
Representative Lind, he would be doing
hig district a greater service than it has
ever received at his hands.

In each of the headquarters cities re-
ferred to, it is likely that a large num-
bher of postoffice department clerks will
be stationed, men and women who,
with their families, now live in this eity.
To furnish room for these clerks and the
postal records would necessitate the
erection of a building larger than the
]\_mnent federal buildings in Minneapo-

is and St. Panl combined, and call for
an inltial expenditure for building pur-
poses, of at least $3,000,000.

Turns Back on Opportunity.

By insisting upon going back on the
interstate and foreign commerce eom-
mittee, where he is not needed, and
where he will have no opportunity to do
work for his distriet, Mr. Fletcher will
turn his back on an opportunity such as
comes to the average member of eon-
gress but once. His decision is so en-
tirely contrary to the practical interests
of his district and state, that people

ere who have been advised regarding

t have made it the subjeet of a good
deal of cominent.

The question is so big as almost to
eall for the serious attention of such
bodies as the Commercial elub, for it
may be said once for all that unless
Minneapolis has a building in sight
large enough for that purpose, it will
not be considered in the race for selec-
tion as one of the great postal centers
of tha country nunder the reorganization
scheme now heing worked out.

Would Stay in Office.

Mr. Fletcher has gone to Southern
California for the winter, and he will
not be in Minneapolis again until April.
Before leaving here, however, he said
enough to justify the belief that it is
not his intention to retire from publie
Jife voluntarily at the end of the term
for which he has just been elected. It
will be remembered that during . the
primary contest 1ast summer he stated

ubliely, over his own signature, thaw
rm only wanted to come back to con-
gress one more time, as a ‘‘vindica-
tion.’”’ The character of that ‘‘vindi-
cation’’ at the polls was such as to
lead Mr. Fletcher to helieve that the
people of his district are not ready to
have him retire. At least, this is the
impression which has been gained as the
result of the very guarded statements
which he was willing to make on this
subject while he was in Washington.

A

THREE DIE IN, BURNING HOME.

Geneseo, N. Y., Dec. 29.—Three persons
lost their lives in a fire which totally
destroyed the farm residence of Charles
McMillan, at the head of Conesus lake,
early today.

The dead are: Charles McMillan, Lot-
tle McMillan, his sister, and Frank Mec-
Millan, his nephew, Lulu McMillan, an-
other sister, escaped. The McMillans
were among the prominent families  of

\ Livingston county,
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BENATOR JOHN H. MITCHELL,

Whom Grand Jury Questioned as to
Land Frauds.
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MITCHELL BEFORE
LAND FRAUD JURY

Aged United States Senator Faces
Ordeal, Then Binger Her- .
mann Goes In,
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Portland, Ore., Dee. 29.—Congress-
man Binger Hermann went before the
federal land fraud grand jury yesterday
and was recalled for further inquiry to-

day.

Eant with his three score years and
ten and leaning upon his law partner,
the white-haired senior senator from
Oregon, John H. Mitchell, who for near-
Iy a cl;uarter of a century has represent-
ed his state in the federal congress,
also went into the federal grand jury-
room to tell what he knew concerning
frauds which the government believes
huve been perpetrated upom it in the
m%.tisitwn of its public lands. .

hat transpired in that chamber is
unknown, further than that Mr. Mitchell
went into it with no more favor than
would have been extemded to_the hum-
blest citizen of his dpuptry. Neither his
request that he be confronted with any
testimony that the government ma;
have found to his detriment, nor tha
he be furnished with the names of his al-
leged aceusers was granted. :

DEPEW HAS GRIP
- ON SENATORS

New Yor_k Conference . Said to
Have Resulted in His
Favor.

New York Bun Special Service,

Brooklyn, N. Y., Dee. 20.—Unless
those who claim the right to speak for
Timothy L. Woodruff are altogether
mistaken, the senatorship question,
which has agitated republican poli-
ticians in this state for so long, was
finally settled last night, and there will
be no fight. v ;

Woodruff, who as chairman of the
committee of the Platt conference, ap- |
Eointad to confer with Governor Odell, |

as been a leading advocate of Sen-
ator Depew, made his report to Mr.
Depew after his talk with Governor
Odpell yesterday. It is said that the
report of Mr, Woodruff was definite.
If it had not been so, and if there was
any thins- further to be settled in re-
gard to the senatorship, Mr. Woodruff
would_not have left for Chicago as he
did, If there had been any questions
still pending, Mr. Woodruff would have
stayed in New York, it is said, in order
to have more conferences with Governor
Odell and the adherents of Frank 8.
Black.

It is understood that Frank 8. Black
will soon issue a statement announcing
that he is not a candidate for the sen-
atorship. " The next move will be in the
form of an additional statement from
Governor Odell, declaring that the sen-
timent of the republicans thruout the
state seems to be for the re-election
of Senator Depew and that he favors
Mz, Depew for re-election.

Depew Says He Wins.

Senator Chauncey M. Depew said to-
day that he had won in his eampaign
for re-election to the United States
senate. He made the announcement
after a conference by appointment with
Governor Odell, Speaker of the Assem-
bly Nixon and State Senators Elsherg
and Maltby.

The conference was mnot a long one
and when over the senator came down
stairs smiling and apparenty very hap-
pyv. He went to the reporters and greet-
ed them warmly, and said:

“i(Gentlemen, the fight ® all over. A
harmonious outcome has been brought
about by the only man in the state
that could have done it—Governor
(Gidell. He has done magnificently in

this case and the party is now harmoni-
cus.’?

Governor Odell announced this after-
noon that the United States senator-
ship had been settled and that the
name of Chaunncey M. Depew would be
the only one presented at the repub-
lican caucus.

ROOSEVELT’S PICTURE
TURNS BULLET'S GOURSE

Bpecial to The Journal.

St. Ignace, Mich.,, Dee. 29.—A. D.
Day, a cedar jobber of Naubinway, is
carrying three bullets in his body as a
result of being mistaken for game by
hunters. Some years ago he was mis-
taken for a bear, and in the recent
hunting season for a deer. On this lat-
ter occasion his life was saved only for
the reason that he was carrying a piec-
ture of Roosevelt, which turned the
course of the bullet.

HEARST CASES ABANDONED.

Washington, Dec. 29.—The Interstate
commerce commission today., by stipula-
tion of counsel, postponed indefinitely
the hearing of arguments in the case of
W. R. Hearst of New York against the
anthracite coal-carrying rallroads. . The
arguments were scheduléd to take place

.| From The Tourmal Buzsau, Colorade Building,

SELBY CARRIES
OFF GOURTHOUSE

Walworth County, 8. D., Building
Moved Piece by Piece Across
the Prairies.

Bangor Offers No Resistance to
Culminating Act of Fierce
County Seat War.

Bpecial to The Journal.

Aberdeen, S. D., Dee. 29.—Citizens of
Selby have carrred. out their threats to
tear down and remove the Walworth
county courthouse from Bangor. They
toolk the:roof and top story yesterday
and will take the remainder today.
The building is a small one.

Bangor offered no resistance to the
action of the Selby men, but much bit-
ter feeling has been  stirred up and
charges of crooked work are freely
made on both sides. .

Bangor is off the railroad and is_but
a small town, and both Selby and Java
aim to succeed it as the capital of Wal-
worthcounty. Aftera hard fight last sum-
mer between the two ambitious' towns,
Selby won out before the county com-
missioners and secured the right to ap-
Pear on the ballot as a candidate for
he county seat.

Java then threw its strength to Ban-
gor, a.nd as a con‘sequence angor re-
ceived a small majority on the face of
the returns. Selby at once took steps
to contest the election, a.l'lagmg that
Bangor had distributed - intoxicating
liguors to influence the votes, and that
in several townships the polls were not
kept open the time required h_n law,

t is more than probable that Java
will now assist Bangor again -in iits
fight to hold the seat, hoping eventually
to win the prize itself. }

JOHN GOODNOW TO »
START HOME JAN. 10

From The Journal Bureau, COolorado Building,

Washington, : s
Washington, Deec. 29.—Consul-Gen-
eral John Goodnow has notified the
state department that he will leave
Shanghai Jan. 10. It was expected
that he would start for Washington
early in December, but he was delayed
by the error of a clerk in the state de-
partment, who failed to mail the
charges to him in October, as was an-
nounced. He was allowed time to get
evidence in refutation of these charges
and it is assumed that he has complete
his case. . )

Mr. Goodnow will reach San Fran-
cisco Feb. 3, and Washington on Feb.
8, assuming that he comes directly
here from the coast. James T. David-
son of Austin, Minn., consul at Antung,
China, who has been at Shanghai on
temporary duty, will remain there in
charge o r
now’s return or until the agpomtment
of his successor, should it be decided
that’ he shall not remain in the service.

CLEMENQY IS DENIED

Nettie Matthews must Serve Out Term
-© as " Cowterfeitar.

'Washington,, \ .

. Washington, Dee. 29.—The depart-
ment of justice has received adverse re-
orts -from the district. attorney and
rial judge on the application for pardon
of Nettie Matthews of Minneapolis, con-
vieted in 1902 of counterfeiting and now
serving a five-year sentence at Still-
water. The attorney general-will there-
fore take no further action.

DELAWARE REPUBLICANS AGREE.
Dover, Del.,, Dec. 29.—In the organiza-
tion of the Delaware leglslature today
the Union or Addicks faction and the
regular republicans reached an agree-
ment on the temporary officers. Both
branches endeavored to effect permanent
organization, .but falled.

the consulate until Mr. Good- |

NOORE IS WADE
X BUREAU CF

publican Clubs Honored by
President.

Washington, = Deée, . 20, — President
Roosevelt has _agepqlntqd ~J. Hampton
Moore of Philadelphia’ chief of the
bureau of manufactures of the depart-
ment of commerce and labor,

Mr. Moore is president of the Na-
tional League of Republican clubs and
was formerly city treamprer of Philadel-
phia. He has accepted.and will begin
work about the firgt of the year.

DEMOCRATS SEE

PEABODY

YICTORY

-

Colorado Senate Surely Republic-
an, Because of Danvassing
Board’s Action. .

Denver, Dec. 20.—By the action of
the state caunvassing board in issuing
certificates of election as senators to
Casimoro Darela and Henry B. Millard,
the republicans have secured such abso-
lute control of thé ' general assembly
that it is now regarded in demooratia
circles as’ highly ‘probable that ~Gov-
ernor James--H. Peabody will be re-
seated. ? L - ;

The' republican plan; it is said, is to
throw out the -vote "6f-all - democratic
wards of Denver and ecount the vote of
the republican wards.' The senate now
stands: Republican, 719; = democratic,
15; vacancy, 1. Om joint hallot, the
legislature stands:  republican, 66;
democratic 33. :

DANGER SIGNALS

~UP IN MOROGCO|

Foreigners Are Wmed ._of; Pend-
ing Trouble by Their Home
Gwenl: rernments, - -

New York Sun Bpecisl Bervice. .

Washington, Dec.. 20.—State depart-
ment officials believe that' conditions
in Morocco are ‘elose to the point where
serious trouble. may be looked for at
any time, and they have taken precau-
tions o protect the lives of Americans
in the'interior. ris RS R
Hoffm Philip, acfing consul . gen-
eral ‘at Tangier, has been instructed to
advise all American citizens .in.Moroc-
co to proceed to Tangier the. moment
that serious trouble peems imminent.

'he ean sqiadron now is on its

way to the :

g nsgea, . An Ameri-
can-warship could/iot be sent to Tan!
fﬂiar without con able delay, but it

expected that the tish and French
fleets will_he eble to protect forexgnm-
ers there, in any-evenit.  If“it becomes
necessary, England of France will be
asked temporarily to protect- Ameri-
cans. - ‘

Mr. -Philip- cabled the state depart-
ment that the French mission to Moroe-
c¢o had been indefinitely postponed, the]
military mission recalled and the
French consul and French citizens at
Fez had been warned to leave.-

Ships Being Made Ready.

Toulon, France, Dec. 20.—Owing to
the crisis in Morocco, the. -navyyar
here shows the greatest activity. Prep-
arations are going on to have a naval
division consistingl of the battleships
Charlemagne and Iena and two eruis-
ers readiness to proceed to Morocco
if the situation grows worse.

LAWYERS CLASH
EF|

Head of National League of Re-

-| here make forma

| a cop

d |'undoubte

-~ IN KOCH CASE

Defense Demands That Evidenoe
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in the Preliminary Hearing : T

‘Be Filed.

Court Does' Not Rule and the Is-
sue Is Unsettled—Juror
No. 3 Sworn.

A\

@
JURORS ACCEPTED

- ' :
Emil Rasmussen, postmaster, Evan.
Hans Larson, retired farmer, Sleepy i

&
, A. Rinke, retired ‘merchant, Sleepy
| Ey s
|

|

| Eye.

L.

v
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From a Btaff Correspondent. .

New Ulm, Minn., Dec. 29.—One more
juror was secured at the morning ses-
sion of the court today. He was Hans
Larson, aged 62, a retired farmer who
lives in Sleepy f)ye. Neitheg side chal-
lenged him, and he was sworn as the
third juror. In all eleven talesmen were
examined before noon. ; -

The work of securing a jury is slow
and tedious. The popularity of the
Koch family and the prominence given
to the case made it hard to find un-
biased jurymen. d

Of 'the special veniremen summoned
twenty-five were excused by - Judge
Webber on'statutory grounds, ten have
been re'actedf' and only eighty-four are

L T T R T L m R i m e e gy 2 e i R SR B A R R R

left. Most of these are from New Ulm,
Sleepy Eye and Springfield. It is
ssible that another vemire will have

o be summoned. If so it is not llkelﬁ
that a complete jury will be secure
before Saturday night. The attorneys,
however, hope to complete it before
court adjourns Friday evening.

First Jangle by Lawyers.

The first real clash between the at-
torneys came this morning  when Mr.
Somerville made formal demand for a
transcript of the evidence taken be-
fore Justice N. Hennmgaen in'the in-
vestigation carried on by the citizens
committee. S :
“‘It is just twenty days since that in-
vestigation was completed,’’ said Sena-
tor Somerville, ‘‘an
not yvet been filed, altho the law re-
quires the records to be filed -in ten
ﬂay& We feel that we are enmtitled to
this part of the publiec records, and we

Pdamand for it. Gen-
eral Childs has informed me that he has |
of the evidence, and 1 do mnot
think that the great state of Minnesota |
needs to conceal evidence when one of
her citizens is charged with a crime
and is ‘on trial for his life.’’

General Childs said he would leave
it ‘to his associate as to whether the
defense would be furnished with the
transcript. Albert Pfaender, attorne
for the citizens’ committee, admitte
that the transeript had not been filed,
and while he did not absolutely refuse
to give the defense a copy, he evaded
the demand in such a way that it is
evident he does not wish to expose the
evidence in the hands of the atate.

. No Ruling by.the Judge.

_ 'While Judge Webber was‘ not asked
to rule on the.matter; he intimated
that it was doubtful if the defense
could claim the right to be furnished
with a copy of the evidence. Senator
Somerville said nothing more, but will
probably reopen the subject later and
move to compel Mr. Pfaender to file
the transeript. ;
The. defendant’s attorneys take the
stand that this. transcript is of vital
importance to the defense. They kiow
what the testimony was in a general
way, but they want to be sure that
they are.right. . In case the verdict of
the j es against them, they will
rﬁ; plead the failure to file
‘the tramscript as an error on which to
ask either' for ‘a hew trial or a reversal
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PAPER TRUST SUIT
- IS FIRST OF MANY

JAMEE M. BECK,
. One of the Government Prosecutors in
Paper. Trust Oase.

%

SimﬂuhctionlstdBeTakanby
the Attorney General Against
Other Corporations.

New York Bun Bpecial Bervice.

on
dent’s ‘‘trust busting’’ program was| o
fairly launched with the filing at St.
Paul of the suit against the General
Paper company, which is the western
brgtnch e :heth ti hich
3 i suits ‘against other corporations whic
the-{rauseripl ha“ara operating in restraigt of trade, are
being prepared and will soon be insti-
. It is expected -that an_injune-
tion will be secured as in the Northern
Securities case.

Mr. Moody today
Taft into consultation on the subject,
Mr, Taft’s long. experience at the bar
and on the federal

adviser,
afternoon 2
rMoody’s, going over the reports of in-
vestigations into " different trusts and
the evidence secured and consulting on
suite that are bein

The Internation
which controls the prices and distribu-
tion of paper in the east as effectually

(E neral Paper company does in

the west, is -now being liﬂ
and if - sufficient. evidence .can
cured it will be
ods by which,
gany- controls ?
ifferent from those in the west and
‘has pot finally been, determin

Dec. 20.—The presi-

paper trust. Similar

called  Secretary

ench making him a
They .spent the
together at Mr

actively prepared.
Papers company,

nvestigated,
f be se-
rogecuted. s The meth-
o Intemational. com-
the - -enstern

el that. it

‘can'Be reached uirder'the Sherman law,
tho Mr. Moody believes that.all of the
evidence required eventually Will be se-

The department of justice also has be-
vestigation of the tobacco
I This investigation will be, en-
tirely distinot from that being con-
.ducted in Kentucky and Tennessee by
A. E. Garner, who was appointed as-
sistant attorne
e, and it
t will include New Yor
Virginia and. 8outh. Carolina, and pro
ably other states.
tr{ will be fully inquired-into' along
with the methods of -the trust.

general for that pur-
- be sweeﬁinﬁ_ and_thoro.
, New Jaraag,

The tobacco:indus-

in the supreme court.
_ Justice. Henningsen is in California,

Continued on-Second Page.

THREE GOVERNORS
| MAY SEEK TOGAS
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|in this city Jan. b next.

ZERO BACILLI
‘Ab few. specimens (not rare) to be foﬁnd most any old place
weather got the drop on us, ‘ : '

Washingt
of Governor_Vi
senator in Minnesota has caused = the
Pohhqa] gossips in this eity to recall
he visit whic i
dent several
with Governor Cummins of Iowa, an
his urient recommendation to the pres-

hat something be put into the
message to, congress about better con-

railroad rates, ete. In this ree-
ommendation Van Sant is
Cummins and also b,
lette of Wiseonsin,
sible for the latter to come to Wash-
m&ton with the other two, and he sub-
mitted his argument to

With Van Sant May Be La Fol-
lette and Cummins, All in
Railroad Fight.

By W. W. Jermane.
on, Dec. 20,—The candidasy
Van

Sant for United States

he made to the presi-
weeks ago in compan

joined b
Governor La Fol-
tho it was not pos-

the president

be said that the wvisit of the
governors did not have anything to do
with making up the.president’s mind.
‘When the visit took place the message
to congress had already been written.
The president, however :
a good deal of interest to what his vis-
d to say and was doubtless
pleased to know that they were in ac-
cord with the
worked out. ;

Van Sant has now come out for the

senate on the platform of better regu-
lation of railroads.

stood here that the chances are exceed-
ingly favorable, too, that Governor La-
Follette will be a candidate for the
senate in Wisconsin next month on a
similar platform, and now gossips are
wondering how it ‘will be possible for
Governor Cummins to be a candidate in
Iowa for the same exalted position.

If . tariff  revision or amendment
should become a livin%h issu

regident is anxious [

ummins stoek would go up at a rapid
rate at home.
begun to do so and the talk of Secretary
Shaw, one of his old political enemies,
about a_ lowering of the tariff. thru
drawback . regulations °

arded as a concession on the part of
§he secretary, and an effort on
to get under cover
which he sees is coming.

Van Sant and La Follette stand with
resident and with Cumming on

matters as well as on _mqusd

matters. It is a unique situation which
- | presents itself i _ e middl

states, and Washington is watching it
with undisguised inferest. :

listened with

plan he had previously

It is well under-

issue, as the
at

h
it should
In fact, it has already

is generally re-

is part

from the storm

in these three middle

[

o

in the United States since the

~ 3

AUSTRIAN PREMIER QUITS.
Vienna, Dec. ¢
Presse says Premier von Voerber'at an
audience of Emperor Francls Joseph yes-
terday tendered his -
4&round of Il

29.~The Neue Frele

health,
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JAPS BLAST THEIR
IWAY INTO RIH-LUN;

‘| mountain last

4

mlmﬁh on'-the J :

MINES AND SHELLS
 REDUCE FORTRESS

T

Another of Port Arthur’s De.
fenses Goes Down Before
Nogi’'s Men.

VIOTORY COSTS JAPS
MORE THAN 1,000 MEN

Mines Made Breach and Mey
Charged Under Cover of
Bombardment.

Headquarters of the Japanese Arm
Before Port Arthur, via Fusan, Dec. 23.'
—TRxh-lunﬁ; fort was - captured at 3
o’clock ‘this morning with 1,000 Japan-
ese casualties. Seven dynamite mines
exploded at 10 o’clock ‘yesterdsy and
made breaches in the front waﬁ thra
which a large body of Japanese troops
charged under cover of a tremendous
bombardment and captured the first
line of light guns. bitter fight re<
sulted in the capture of the fort. The
garrison, numbering 500 men, escaped.

B

. Tokio, Des. 20.—After months
fighting, sapping and mining the Jsra.n-
ese forces ung

nally occugied Rih-

night. report from
headquarters of the third Japanese
army before Port Arthur received here

says: ;

ik Today, Dee. 28, at 10 a.m. the left =
center column of our army following.
some heavy explosions on the fronta
parapet of Rih-lung mountain charged
and occupied the parapet under cover
fire. from heavy guns, and econ
structed defense works despite the en
emy 's fierce fire.

‘“At 4 o’clock in the afternoon, when
our occupation was practically assured;
we charged and occupied the inner line
of heavy gun positions. Subsequently
we dislodged a remnant of the enemy s
force, stubbernly holding the gorge fort;
which we occupied, capturing the en:
tire works.’’

Rih-lung mountain is one of the strong
positions in the extreme northern arc of
the circle of fortifications around Port = ===
Arthur. It is nearer the waters of
the bay than any position yet taken by
the Japanese, and has been the object of '
attack after attack. It Is northeastward
from Kee-kwan, a position recently taken
by the Japanese after heavy fighting. Ita
importance may be judged only from the
fleree efforts the Japanese have made to
take it. Maps at hand show mnothing of
the conflguration of the ground, so that
it cannot be told just- why the poeition is
#o greatly desired. et

RUASIA BELITTLES VICTORY . ‘;‘2
Oftictals Sey Rihilung Is of No Great |
R Importance. ', - -
" Bt. Peter#butg,” Dec. 20~—The ~war
office  points out that .the occupation
of Rih-lung mountain at the best only
makes the Japanese masfers of the en-
tire -terrace beyond the principal forts

of Kee-kwan and still leaves the main
line unbroken.

RUSSIANS DRIVEN IN

Heavy Attack by Japanese Compels
k Their Withdrawal.

Chi-fu, Dee. 29.—The Japanese lina
at Port Arthur, as a result of the gen-
eral attack beginning Dec. 25, is much
closer to Liao-ti mountain.

Chinese who left Port Arthur yes-
terday and arrived here today report
that a. greatly inferior Russian force
defended the outermost of the trenches
for three days, retiring when the Jap-
anese artillery had secured an enfilad-
ing position. The fighting mostly was
at a range of two-thirds of a mile, the |
Japanese fearing mines. The Rus-
sians retired to Ching-ka-kos.

Japanese who arrived at Chi-fu to- |
day from Port Dalny say the recent
fighting also resulted in the eapture of
a hill called by the Japanese Yang-
thu-ban (possibly Kee-kwan mountain),
enabling the Japanese seriously to har-
asg land communiecation with the Liao-
ti forts and. with the forts on E-tse
and An-tse mountains. The capture
of Yang-thu-ban hill followed several =
night attacks, during one of which the
Japanese became confused, killed each
other and retired when the mistake was
discovered by the appearance of the
moon. ? f

i

Ching-ka-kao fort, referred to in the
dispateh from Chi-fu as the place to
which the Russians retired after leay-
ing the Liao-ti trenches, is possibly
Ching-tao, or Ching-tau fort, near the - |
southern extremity of. the T{ger 's Tail
peninsula.

JAPANESE NEAR JAVA

Warships There on the TLookout fer

Rojestvensky. e |

Batavia, Island of Java, Dutch East g

Indies, Dec. 20.—Some warships show- =

ing the Japanese colors passed Anjer,
gixty miles west of here, today.

JAP POWERFUL AT PEEING Z\._ J
But Plan Fails to: Occupy Bonthu'l
Manchuria with Ohinese.

_8t. Petersburg, Dec. 29.—The nege-
tiations between Japan and China for

the occupation of southern Manchuria

by Chinese troops to lighten the task -~
J the Japanese armies have failed, ae-
cording to a dispatch from Peking, be-
cause Japan could not furnish guaran-
tees. The same advices represent Japs
anese influence at Peking as all-power~
ful. 'The visit of the Japanese minis-

ter to Tokio is asserted to be in con
nection with the possibility of ear

foreign complications for Chins.
SURPRISES OLEVERLY FOILED

Japanese Adopt Ounning Methods
: Prevent Sudden Attacks.

Mukden, Dec. 29.—The Japanese are
adopting cunning expedients to_defeat
the gsurprise attacks of the Russ
scouts, Pmm which they have suffe
much. They cover the steep approac
of their trenches with water, wh
freezes, forms ice slides and makes
seouts ‘alip' and’ fall in confusiom.
other places, the Japanese scatter mils
let stalks over the apsroa.chaa, thi

crackling of which underfoot gives
them warning.

o Skyrdloff Going Home. ' .
St. Petersburg, Dec. 29.—Vice Ag
miral Skrydloff, commander of the V
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