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A Practical Reform.
{ ' TElmer E. Adams of Fergus Falls,
| who runs a print shop of his own, has
| introduced a bill in the house to abolish
the state printing commission and give
| the board of control the letting of all
! state printing contraets. His bill does
i not abolish the present office of state
| expert printer, but puts him under a
i different head.

{ " It will be hard to find a sound argu-
|

|

i

ment against this bill. The work al-
ready being done against it by the
- heads of certain prominent St. Paul.
printing companies is an elogquent argu-
ment in its favor. These companies
i have in years past fairly overreached
H themseclves in their efforts to milk the
state for extortionate prices. For sev-
- eral years their little combination
worked smoothly, and the state paid
out . many thousands in exorbitant
charges. Two years ago a Minneapolis
concern broke in with a low bid, from
which the state has since profited. At
the present time prices are much bet-
. ter, but they could still be improved
upon.
{ The history of the printing commis-
gion shows that there has mever been
any effort to break a combination of
. bidders by readvertisement. If the
| gystem is not changed there is no tell-
i ing when the combination will again
‘ get a monopoly on the fat pastures.
The board’ of control has a record
for bringing combinations to time, If
_given- the supervision of the printing
contracts, there is good reason to he-
lieve they could save money on prices
now being paid. If required to make
bids on printing publie, so as to satisfy

; everyone as to the justice of the award,
¢ the board of control ought to give sat-
! isfaction as managers of the state
! printing.

The Congregational board hesitates to
take John D.'s $100,000. This board shows
;‘evidence of having splinters in it.

|
i Not Square.
The defenders of private banking in
' /Minnesota are not square. o
They are trying to cloud the issuo
in this matter of banking legislation
| by seeking to make it appear that the
. demand that all private banks shall be
- incorporated amd subjected to the same
" regulations now imposed on state banks
" eomes from corporations, and that the
. controversy now on in the senate is
really between the big incorporated
- banks and individuals aocting as bank-
" ers. It is charged that the big banks
" mre jealous of the private bankers and
_are trying to drive them out of busi-
ness.
.~ That is a misstatement of facts.
i Home votes in the senate may be de-
, fended on that ground, but the defemse
. will not stand. Whose advioe is. good
- on this subject if not that of the solid,
| . pubstantial banking institutions them-
. pelves? If they want all banking to
- be done on the only basis that is rea-
' ponably safe and sound, why should
' the public be willing to put up with
. lax and unsound methods? Who is
' going to profit more by sound banking
than the general public?
[{ 4 Notice should be taken also of the
. ' fact that aslong with the-demand that
{ all private banks be required-to in-
i ' eorporate is the recommendation to the
| legislature by the state bankers them-
.. elves that sufficient money be appro-
[ . priated at “this ‘time to enable the
i _ bank examiner to examine state banks
 at least twice a year. -The appropri-
ation now provides for only one exam-
Ination annually.

o

" minds against any measuré by claim-
ing that it is in the interest of corpo-
rations, and that is why this argument
jg resorted to by the private bankers;

It is easy to create prajudice in some

but the more the condition of the de-
. positor in the private bank becomes
~ understood, the more apparent it will
- be that this demand for incorporation
- is altogether in his interest. Even if
i ! the private banker should concede prac-
" tically all that is demanded.by the
_ Eberhart bill and yet fail to incorpo-'
" rate, as the proprietor. of a private
. bank his bank becomes liable for all
 the obligations which he may incur as
~an individual. For this reason exami-
f . nation by the publie examiner of the
K ~ private bank .is of comparatively little
- walue, since it cannot disclose the debts
- on individual account of the owner of
the bank. The bank itself may seem
to be all right, but when the creditors
of the banker.begin to elose down on
Rim they seize his bank just as they|
‘do his mill, or his farm, or his lumber
ward. -The assets of his bank become

is an,institution by itself, liable’ for

Byt y

become ever so heavily involved, their
liability, if the bank has ‘been properly
conducted, will' not affect the bank ‘and
the depositors’ interests are inot jeop-
ardized. Yoo . f

Wisconsin has been all thru this fight

Bt Minnesota, if the ecredit
‘of her banking institutions is to: be
maintained, will have to do the same
thing. 1)

. Senator Warner of Missouri claims :to
have spent only $29.80 In his campaign.
Jsn’'t he afrald some of the other sena-
tors will look upon him as a cheap skate?

Peculiarity of the Wheat Situa-
tiom. - '~ :
Outdoing the old saw of earrying

coals to Newchstle, the biscuit trust has
bought, in Liverpool, some 20,000 bar-

cerning the matter of supplies of bread-
gtuffs, the three former having to do
with the wTeimportation of American
wheat, sold originally to continental
Europe. The flour bought by the bis-
cuit company is an Ameérican product,
made on the Pacifie coast, from' Oregon
or Washington wheat, sold to Liverpool
and shipped there, but not wunloaded
from the ship. ¢

So great has been the advance in
wheat and flour prices, and so wide are
the differences between American and
Furopean markets, that it is now found
cheaper to buy this flour and bring ‘it
back to America than to buy flour of
corresponding grade made by Ohio or
central states mills. The -flour coming
back to America does not have to pay
duty, being American produet.-

These trade occurrences that are so
far out of the ordinary as to draw at-
tention the world over, are due to the
high prices of wheat in our markets.
When something of the sort is reported
it becomes at once .an argument for
price recession.

Still it is even yet an open question
as to whether or not wheat prices are to
decline much, altho it is a question that
ought to be nearer it8 answer soon, for
ag spring draws on the situation not
only as to supplies of old wheat, but as
to the coming winter - wheat crop, will
become clearer. i
Meanwhile our wheat prices are
about 15 cents higher than a year ago,
and with early indications favorable for
new ecrops many traders feel bearish.
On the other hand, one can casily figure
out a shortage of 15,000,000 to 20,000,
000 bushels of wheat by putting on the
one side all the wheat in sight in Min-
neapolis and the northwest, and on the
other hand the requirements of the Min-
neapolis and country mills if they grind
at the usual rate until the next erop
comes in. It is a situation of uncer-
tainty, and full of, possibilities ‘either
way, which accounts for the . extreme
nervousness of the market and the un-
settled prices mow ruling. - it

“When We Dead Awake,” Ibsen’s weird
play which has just been put on in New
York, is doing pretty well there, but its
real trlumph is expected in Philadelphia.

Buffalo Bill Run Over.
Buffalo Bill, after a long career. of
riding bucking bronchos; breaking. glass
balls and rescuing the Deadwood stage
at matinces and evening performances,
has come to grief.. He tried to ride
a legal broncho and was thrown heav-
ily; he took a shot at a legal glass ball
and the recoil nearly kicked his head
off; he has been hissed off the Dead-
wood stage of publicity. Was ever a
seout of the old time put thru such a
mill? It makes one believe he might
as well settle down and lead a lawful
life from the start.
The court, which appears to have had
no idea of romance in its system, finds
that Buffalo Bill has no case; that his
wife has been longsuffering and pa-
tient, and that she sghould in justice
to herself have run Bill thru the cure
years ago. Of the allegation of at-
tempted poisoning, the court remarks
that there is evidemce that Colonel
Cody was trying to poison himself
with frontier whisky and that his.wife
administered eamomile tea and other
home remedies to try to save him.
The court finds that it was the redeye’
which rendered the colonel speechless
and not the Garfield tea.
Bill’s application for a divorce is
rejected, and he is advised to quit
drinking and make Mrs. Cody treas-
urer of the show: And so passes an-
other hero of our youth!

That quiet turning movement organ-
ized by the Japs around Gumshoe pass
well may bring on a fit of . professional
jealousy in -the _Honl:iil]atone:"‘pr : M_issr.-:gﬁrl.

" Parker Still in Politics. *

er of New York denies that he is to re-
turn to the bench as the successor of
Judge Van Brunt or any one else. Hav-
ing resigned and gome into private prae-
tice the judge means to fight it out on
those lineés, Besides, he sees chances
to be useful to his enemies in politics,
which he would have -to forego-if "he
were on the bench. ! E

A curious story is told of Mr. Park-

request for another invitation:  When
first approached on  the ' .subject. Mr.

be renewed. He is: now working in
.dustriously on his speech.  ° '

nee: and the platform. = Their antagon-
igtio appearance on J
the enterin
the poor old democracy.

which prizes are given, : ad
just the luck of the fellow. with the booby

Former Chief Justice Alton B. Park-

er’s refusal to speak at the New York
Jefferson dinner, and of his subséquent

Parker understood that® William Jen-|
nings Bryan was to have a plate at
the banquet board, and sent his regrets.
Later when he learned that Mr. Bryan
would not be in New York, but would’
speak at the Chicago Jefferson dinmer,
he asked that the 'declined invitation.

Tt is very unlikely, having had his
party’s nomination for president and
having made such a poor showing, that
Mr. Parker will be content:to-retire
from ‘politiecs without another whirl at
the wheel, . * While neither. Bryan nor
Parker may be candidates Tor the nom-

n Jéfferson day is but
g wedge of another split in

Mayor Dulin of Noblesville, Ind\, has
threatensd to ‘“pull” card Wl::r at,
and. it would be,

prize to draw first *blgepf'in' the wagon. |

legislators:‘a »salary of %500 a_ yearf
Tt doss not: apply to'the present term,
and:in’ 1906 there will be a free field.
for election ‘to both branches and the
resulting’ $1,000- of ‘emolument. Per-
sonal. delica¢y. ought mnot to enter into
the _éonsideration of the case. It . is
false modesty for a.‘'member to vote
no because_he might be re-clected. The
proper ‘assumption for-eagh.man is that
he. will not return, t

.The main question, is, should mem-
bers. get- more pay? ~No one who has
served thru a session of the legislature
will cogtend that $500 is sufficient
compensation for the time taken. out
of his life and his .regular duties’ at
home. Leavingout the months spent
in campaigning for the place, the time
spent:in preparation before he takes
his seat, and the thousand annoyances;
the  position entails, the money mow
paid is not sufficient .for the services
of a good man during the session. A
man who is worth sending to the legis-
lature is worth ‘more than $500 to the
state. : !

Another strong argument for the bill
is that a fixed .compensation would re-
sult usually in shorter sessions. At
present, under the per-diem system, the
tendency is to loaf during the early
part of _the -session and drag out the
‘full ninety days, so as to get the maxi-
mum pay. If nothing was to be gained
by prolonging the session, work would
be pushed more actively from the start,
and the normal session could be ad-
journed earlier, saving part of the extra
salary paid to members in the smaller
payroll for employees and the redue-
tion in other expenses.

When Chairman Dowling finishes his
self-appointed task of vindicating every-
body in sight, will not some good, kind
person try the vindication of Dowling?

A Wise Remark by Roosevelt.
The president has added materially to
his list of useful sayings by the re-
mark made to a delegation of labor
men at the White House a short time
ago. ‘‘Mediation before a strike,’’ he
said, ‘‘is better than arbitration after-
Wﬂl‘d-” i

The sound sense of this ought to com-
mend itself to every labor leader.
Few strikes are completely suceessful.
The great majority are entire failures.
When the results of the partially sue-
cessful strike are summed up, it seldom
appears that anything better in terms
has been secured than could have been
obtained by a proper application of the
salve of mediation in advance.
The statistics of strikes so far as
they have been kept have proven them
to be a most expensive luxury both. for
labor. and capital. . s - .

" You may know that they are getting
excited down in the southwest when the

breaks out in this tone of voice:

A Standard Oll director is quoted as
saying that Kansas will have to expend
$20,000,000. in order to get into the oil
business,, Well, what of {t? Does the
Rockefeller crowd. think that Kansas
hasn't.the $20,000,000 to:spend?. 3

freely paid by Kansas to keep its map
clear of the dark blot of human slavery?
The Rockefellers are so . besotted by
their lust for galn that they Imagine ev-
erybody else is Infected with their servile
idolatry for money. They weigh and
measure everything in this world by the
dollar, and even , filng " thelr ~“hasty and
1llfelt riches at temples'dedicated to spir-
1fual uses. i b o

It is not to be -supposed that the Rocke-
fellers can grasp or understand the senti-
ment which places freedom. far above all
the money in the world and which makes
it worth the offering of blood if neces-
sary—but Kansas has it.

" United States Consul Ayme, who was
on the island of Martinique at the time of
the eruption of Mont Pelee, states that
the overturning was .in some sense a
means of prosperity to the people outside
of the doomed city. He says:

The catastrophe wiped out every single.
paper and admission of indebtedness,
mortgages, notes, I. ‘0. U.'s and the like,
so that there was no. means for any cred-
itor to collect a debt. All the debtors on
.the island, and most of the people out-
side of St. Plerre were more or less in
debt at. the time, suddenly found
themselves free. But what the eruption
did not destroy was the large store of
gpecle and metallle wealth in the bank
and in the houses of the wealthy at St
Plerre, and all this came into the posses-
sion of the surviving inhabitants of the
island, so that they were really much bet-
ter off than before the eruption.

The publication of Dr. Welr Mitchell's
new novel just after his 76th birthday
calles attention to the fact that Amerl-
earn authors have been long-lived. )
Holmes attalned the age of 85: Whittier
and Harriet Beecher Stowe died at 84;
‘Bryant at 83; Emerson 78; Irving 76;
‘Longfellow 75. "Of guthors  still living
some have already passed all of the
above figures. No, we do not know, Lau-
ra Jean Libbey's age. Whatever it Is it
is too much.

- When Secretaries Hay, Taft, Shaw and
others were reappointed to thelr respec-
_tive offices they sent for notarles in the
departments and took the oath of offce
without any fuss or formality. Only one
of them thought to hand the notary a
*fresh cigar after the ceremony. This is
Jeffersonian simplicity in modern Wash-
Jngton.

: Milwaukee has a convert to the simple
life in Major Fred Pabst, who owns the
fluid factory that made Mlilwaukee fa-
mous. Major Pabst has retired

and take his beer:from a meek and lowly
CAIL - A : -

quoted by the Pioneer Press, he has giv-

code’should not pass. He 18 made to say:

‘That. s right, mm should be main+

‘talen a place in Frenchiliterature. And

'he 'had to d6_ Wwds to break up a happy

usually conservative Kansas City Star}.

And what was $20,000,000 0 the €ost|

Dr.|

from
business and will hereafter live in the
country, fasten his trousers ‘with nails

1t Senator-: Semerville- is correctly
en a sufficlent reason why the revised

“Our committee by working day and
‘night Wil iprobably ‘be able -to Teport the

at least two months.! We certainly do
not want the code adegisd without tare-
ful consideration, but Menator Somer-
ville's statement is evidence that it has

not been so considered. I

ki

. The. czar’s great-uncle, Kronstantin, once
sald, “1 detest .war; it spolls an army."

tained at'immens§’cost for emperors and
thelr brothers to :qmﬂ‘:, But to have
it all breken up ahd-killed off seems a
needless waste.. ... It .

_‘Jules Verne tégrets that he has never

-yet how ‘easy it wguld Have been. All

"home by means.of a villaln with a cork-
screw .mustache; -

*Bir Hiram ‘Maxim thinks he has solved
the flying machlrie problem. His new air
motor is about ready to make Its initial
trip. - This, and other reasons, wlll pre-
vent some of us from buying automobiles:
this year. X g .

An Easter bonnet “dispute .came into
court in London and the court decided
that $1.80 was_ enough gor a man to pay
for his wife's. Easter. hoadplece. This is
where wife and justice will be in con-
AIBLS ol d e G Y B

, Adrian "'anst.a{nt!_ﬂg Anson tried to
‘make aSpeech the’ Gther night in Chica-
go, and when he paused for a word a
rooter in the gallery shouted “Slide, you
big Bwede.” Anse quit in disgust,

Los ‘Angeles announces that its building
permits for March will reach $1,000,000.
Los Angeles iz the little Minneapolis of
the Pacific coast.

An Alaskan glacler moves about three
inches a year, thereb'y_ setting a good
example to the senate.

Buffalo BIlll can- now appreciate the
feelings of a man who has been run over
by a sprinkling cart.” -

Hot win\ds are preparing to get this crop
of wheat speculators right in the milk,

BOOK NEWS
"AND GOSSIP

THE UNEASY CHAIR

HOW: A COUNTESS BECAME AC-
QUAINTED AND FELL LOVE WITH
HER HUSBAND.—A delightful little love
story of the days of William of Orange is
My Lady Clancarty, “being the true story
of the Earl of Clancarty and Lady Eliza-
beth- Spencer,” by Mary Imlay Taylor.
Lady Elizabeth had been married to the
‘earl when she was 11 and he was 15.
They had immediately been parted, and
for fourteen years she had meither seen
nor heard from him. He was a Jacobite
and had fled England for his life. Swoet
Lady Betty ope day met by accldent an
Irish gentleman just from France
who knew the earl, then clever Cupid be-
gan to unrave! the tangle that had been
made of things years before and to weave
them anew, according to a pattern of his
own choosing, and the story of it all is a
thing to please the lover of light and
@parkling ficticn.  One gets a glimpge at
the sparkles from this, the Irish gentle-
man and Lady Elizabeth conversing:

“He 1s a proscribed exlle, madam, ghis king
of yours has excepted him. from the Act of

Grace; he cpauet, £3}, - B XA .to .the Tower
and the blngjgiﬁl’rg. nEEJ? Fﬁi}
is less than t&‘losé n heart?™ <5l

to losa.ha head
Lady !Betty laughedify 7 4
“Ouly, one can recoyer a heart,”” she said
wickedly, “*but a head—I mnever heafd of one
that was .put on.after the headsman.' _
“Nor. L. be admitted; ‘‘but, after gll, one
can die but once.” )
“and one can love many tlmes,’” suggegted
Betty. ‘I have heard ~that my Lord
carty's heart I8 tender,’” g
“Mere fables, madam,”’ he replied wlt_h-go&l
mendacity; ‘hls heart s made for one image
only, and would keep:that—to. eternity."
Little, Brown & Co., Boston.

NEW-BIBLE DICTIONARY IN.PREP-
ARATION.—Funk & Wagnalls company.
New York, has in preparation a new
Standard Bible dictionary, to be issued in
a large single volume of about 700,000
words. This is to be prepared under the
editorial direction of Melancthon W. Ja-
cobus, dean of Hartford Theological semi-
nary and professor of New Testament lit-
erature; Edward E. Nourse, professor of
biblical theology in Hartford Theological
seminary, and Andrew C. Zenos, professor
of ecclesiastical history in McCormilck
Theological seminary, Chicago—men °* of
comprehensive and active scholarshlip,

scientific biblical learning of the age. In
assoclation with them as contributors fo
the articles will be American and German
scholars of the first rank. R, 2
Professor Nourse was for a time a stu-
dent at Macalester college.

CHOPIN'S WORKS THRU.A HAND-
BOOK.—@. C. Ashton Jonson has com-

is “for the use of concert-goers, ‘planists
and planola-players.” The author him-
self calls the book *“a kKind of muslcal
‘Baedeker,’ a gulde thru the ““Thought-
land ahd Dreamland’ of Chopin’s. king-
dom.” .
he adds, “consists of e briei @account of
each composition, it relative placé among
Chopin’s works, its distinguishing fea-
tures, notes of any speclal points of .inter-
est attaching to it, and an epitome of the
comments or criticisms®that heve bedn
made upon it by all the great writers,
critics, biographers and virtugsi who have
written about Chopin and his works.” -It
Is & book that will be appreelated not only
by musicians, but by musie-lovers, and
will contribute to their -enjoyment of
Chopin. : ! J
Doubleday, Page & Co., New York, $1.40 net.

NO MORE DANTES OR MICHAEL AN-
GELOS.—Very trenchant. and" vital new
criticisms of literature as: it is today are
being written by Henry Mills Alden in the
Editor’s Study of Harper's: Magazine. In
.the . April number, Mr, Alden considers the
evolution of genius, in ftself and in its
relation to human progress. As.to the
condition of literature at present, he does
not regard it as a transitional :period be-
tween the great achicvements of the past
and the possible literary wonders of the
future. On the contrary, he believes- that
it is an ultimate, a “final “c¢ondition, In
which we observe a general universal cul-
ture—the logical result of: wide and free
education—rather than’ the phénomenon
of peaklike genlus rising/above its fellows,
as Dante and Shakspereé rose in thelr day
at a different stage of our rnental evolu-
tion. Mr. Alden predicts, indeed, that we
‘shall have no so striking figures as Dante
and Michael Angelo in the future develop+
ment of poetry and art. v Lh

QUESTIONS SETTLED IN A JIFFY.—
A little vest-pocket book that should con-
tribute to the internal peace of the ¢ountry
is Lalrd & Lee's Little Glant Question
Settler. It answers 30,000 or more ques-
tions while the other fellow waits and
leaves him no chance for a fight. We

on ourselves, and find it saves trouble,
5 Laird & Lee, Chicago.

MEMORIAL TO EDWARD ROWLAND
SILL, POET AND ESSAYIST.—A memo-

recently been unvelled at Oakland, Cal.

mounted on a granite base, and is the gift
of three classes of the Oakland High

liable for his individual

5

—=Frr-the - vaSe 0L thE"

/ination mext
en !

time, both
R

be in the

code by Saturday, but to consider the

-De.iec tive P9° o

bear witness, he-
had chosen for his heme with.a fine appre-
clation of her diverse anc )
charms. His poem, “Christmas in Cali-
fornia,”” 18 one of those which will be

are published In three volumes and are re-
ported to be among the best selling poetry
on the list of Houghton, Mifflin & Co.

Mesmerists, hypnotists, Christian Belen-
tists, falth-curists, mental healers, medi-
cine men, priests, sainfs and physiclans,
one and all succeed, by playing upon the
imagination,
changes in bodily health, .says Jamea Row-
land _Angell in The World Today for April.
Moreover, so far as the evidente fd avail-
able, the more intelligent employment .of [~
such agencles displays astonishir
formity" in the results achieved.-.

amenable to alleviation under the auspices
treatment; and about the same percentage

ment under the two forms pf procedure.

not a-scintilla of really -relinble evidence

‘| sake on a °100-to-1-shot, wins $5,000 and
| emerges triumphant from a difficult sit-

imore than a big winning on a horse race,

evangelical yet fully abreast of the hest]

piled A Handbook of Chopin's:Works. It}

“The maln portion of the book,” [

have tried it, not on the other fellow, but

rlal to the poet Edward Rowland Bill has

It i5 in the form= of=&  bronze sun-dial;

school, where Mr. -8iH was =’ teacher for

e
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loved. the land that he.
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ongest remembered. Thé poems of Bill

| ' THE MAGAZINES
A Psychologist

on Christilan Sclence—

in “produclig remarkable

uni-
sen-
tially the same digorders show themselves |

of Christian Science as under hypnotic
of such disorders fails to yleid to treat-

A great mass of diseases—and among
them most of the more terrible scourges
to which human life is heir—utterly ‘with-
stand ' such methods. In all ‘dlsedses
caused by bacilli, sich as typhoid, small-
pox, ‘cholera and bubonic plague; in all
cases of fracture and in all cases of trau-
matic lesion; the efficacy of mental fac-
turs in the process of recovery is wholly
secondary and -all but negliglble. More=
over, in such diseases as cancer; there is

to show the slightest rectuperative effect
I
THE READERS3’' QUESTION BOX
{Readers sending serious questions about hooks
of a technleal or purely .literary sort, or about
matters pertaining to the book world, to The
Uneasy Chair in care of The Minneapolls Journal,
wil] be answered here to the best of The Chafr's
ability and resources.)
P. R. replies to the question of :G. E. T.,
saying that *'If Youth RBut Knew,'' . published
serlally in Colller’s Weekly, has Its setting in
the kingdom of Westphalla at the close of the
relgn of Jerome Bonaparte. b

AT THE THEATERS

L]
Metropolitan—""Checkers."”’ -
The long shot, that will-o’-the-wisp that
has lured so many to ruin, saves the day
for the hero of the latest racing comedy,
“Checkers.””” Breaking his promise to the
girl he is strivirg to win, he lays héer kéep-

from mental sources. - :

uation.. The girl, being only human, finds |
it easier to forgive a winner: than a loser
—and besides, she loves him. . It takes

however, to bring over her hard-headed
father, but the hero accomplishes this task
by the simple-expedient of stopping ‘& run
on the old gentleman's bank and. all is
wall. .

~ Whatever may be sald about the ethics
of such a plav—and there ean be no dpubt
that its lesson is a false.and harmful one
—'"Checkers" I8 a very entertaining pro-
duétion, following the lines.of Henry M.
Blossom, . Jr.'s, slang novel. .Its con-
struction is rather illogleal and the action
is somewhat disjointed, ~ Nevertheless,
like its prototype, “In Old Kertuecky,” it
possesses “elements of popularity that
atone for all its shortcomings. The first
three acts give contrdsting pictures, each
realistically striking, of differént phases
of life. The first-is in the hectic atmos-
phere ‘of a Hot ‘Springs hotel, where the
guests are all sports or invalids. The sec-
ond shows the life of a quiet little village
of Arkansas, with its odd types. The
third takes place in the betting ring of the
racetrack at Chicago. The fresh comedy
of the plece bhubbles forth in a constant
.stream. It depends to-a large extent on
the plcturescque slang which forms the
vernacular of the hero and his touting
friend, and on the contrast bhetween their
urban talk and the rustic language of the
natives. . The purely. comedy .characters
are much exaggerated,. no doubt, but they|
“‘get the laughs” and what more can. be
agked? .
. Thomas W. Ross plays the hero with a
restraint and poise that make the imper-
sonation . admirably- natural and - effective,
Evineing the phlegm of the true “sport,'
he yet contrives to reveal the sincerity
and sense of honor that actuate Check-=
ers. He has an undoubted talent 'for’
camedy of the nativer American sort, and
should be heard from in the future. David
Braham, Jr., With. his high-pitched volce,
swaggering ways ~and original slang,
‘makes an interesting figure of the young
racing tout. Two excellent village char-
acters are the skinflint old banker, of
Joseph Wilkes and his enemy, old Uncle
Jerry, by Charles Willard. The latter's
boisterous approval of Checkers' storles,
when he finally sees the point, and ithe
way In which his fondness for them Is
utflized to his undolng, make dellclous
bits of comedy. Wallace Worsley plays
Checkers’ chum_and rival very effectlively,
his’ best work being done In the drunken
scenes of the first act.. Katherine Mul-
kinsg -makes a lovable gweetheart -for
Checkers and Harriet Worthington fills
‘the pleture as her best friend. To Lydia
Dickson is confided-the comedy character
of the maldservant; who is dazzled by the
attentions of- the tout, and she works aut
a most amusing bit along “‘Sis Hopkins”
lines. If ovérdone, "it'is at least a clever
caricature, 1 i i
The company is a large-one and in ;the
raclig scene’the stage is crowded with
supernumeraries to give it realism. There
is also a band of dancing negro boys and
girls who win high favor with their ‘an-
ties. Despite the’long waits, the audience
seemed. enthusiastic over the production
and called Mr: Ross before the curtain to
express his acknowledgments. s 3.

~.»=—W. B, Chamberlaln,

SRR 1" T
»Foyer ‘Chat. ¢
“Mother Goose,”’ Klaw". & = Erlangbr's
brilliant .spectacular production, will; be
seen at :the Metfopolitan for one week,
beginning next SUnday night, and unless
all signs fail,” that house will' be tested
to its' utmost capacity at every perform-
ance, for it is:safe to say loecal theafer-
goers ‘have never been shown such a bril-
liant spectacle or one containing as much
rollicking fun and catchy music. by %

Jack Norworth’s parodies and his
songs with local allusions continue to
amuse la_rx‘e a_m:iiiences at the Orphepm.

‘“Buster Brown'" haa" been making:an
emphatic hit at'the Bijou with large and
enthusiastic dudierices nightly. The tiny
comedian, Master Glovanni plays the title
role and is assistéd by Jack Bell, as Tige,

Charles Blaney's new play “More to Be
Pitied than Scorned,” is to have its first
production’ in this city next Sunday af-
ternoon at the Bijou. .

There will be three more performances
of “Cleopatra' at -the Lyceum with
Florence Stone .in her famous emotional
role of Egypt's queen. Nexf week a
doublé bill, “Thelma® and “Camille” will
lt';;;]egilvgn. with Miss Stone in the title

- THE SUMMER GIRL TO DR. OSLER

Chlorofor i ‘them, weed them out,
Leave-fio; old man alive; ¢

But forty 18 a \bit too late—

: ﬁBel;ln af thirty-five.

e germin calls for unger

AF.: d;lelw?el it eam{: Pl
nd sing .the mandolin
When- there.are only two,

At forty men are elther wed
Or ba{‘_helorn B0 set

They scorn poor little Cupid's darts
And shy at Hymen's net.

To moonlight walks they are averse,
The tennls court they shun, .

The two-step puts them out of breath,
As beaux their thread Is spun.

fo polson them, #¥nd thus make room
~  For- youths "who understand
The soda fountdin’s subtle charm
When summer rules the land.”
Remove the fosslls, yes, Indeed.
But when you ply your piils,

California, he spent the greater

a short time. Tho he was not born in
part of

TROUBLES FOR
 BUILDING TRADES :

CONTROVERSY OVER PLUMBERS’

Employers Expected to Resist the

circles lest the demand

the whole building industry of the city
be tied up.

of $4.50 a da
ployers have
in which,
resented,
Traders’ exchange is sai be |
'ing thie bosses in their determination to
hold eut. against the wages and condi-
tions aske

compared with conditions™ existing
‘other cities of the same class as M
fapolis, - the price ‘agked is

say that $4.50 a day is paid
Duluth, Superior and other;
that the new rate, which includes the
introduection of a Saturday half-holiday,
means an increase of but 75 cents a
week, outside of the half-day Saturday.
It is thought by some that the employ-
ors will find some difficulty in securing

the union, because of the higher rate
of pay prevailing elsewhere.

to. t‘thk that the
governing the workin
fayorable to the workmen, and a n
jority are said to be in favor of making
a stand if the union insists upon an en-
forcément of the provisions of the new

the $4.50 'a day rate, several of the

with full knowledge of
will have to contend wit

'_ The _second entertainment by the coun-

WAGE SOALE A MENACE.

‘Effectuation of the New Wage Scale
and Bitter Contest May Result—How
the Steamfitters Figure in the Affair.

is felt in building trade
g of the plumbers.
or an increase in the scale of wages
e refused by

Apprehension

“the master plumbers and

Since the proposed scale

wag presented the em-
ormed a local association
it is said, all .shops are rep-
In addition the Building and
d to be back-

for by the workmen.

~ Members of the union say that, when
in
inne-
fair. The
in 8t. Paul,

places, and

help from the outside points at any-
thing less than the rate asked for by

The Employers’ View.

Employers, on the other hand, seem
pay and conditions
day are already
a ma-

rate. As.a result of the strike in St.
Paul two years ago, for an _increase to

largest’ shops are being operated on a
non-union basis. To accomplish this re-
sult was very expensive for the em-
ployers, and if the Minneapolis firms
conclude to go into the fray it will be

Lust what they

Altho two woeeks have passed since
the séale was prezented to the employ-
ers, not one has given any sign as to
what will be dome in the way of ae-
cepting or rejecting it. This is taken
by some to indicate that they have de
termined to reject the terms proposed
and will have nothing further to do
with the union as far as the making of
a wage agreement is concerned. or
gome time it has been the custom, in
Minneapolis, for the employers and tho
finjon- to come’ to an understanding in
the matter of wages and Hours without,
resorting to an ironclad contract, and
in former years the union simply pre-
gerited a scale, set a time for its pycom-
ing operative, and it went into effect
without much ceremony. But hereto-
fore it has been pretty well understood
that the terms involved were acceptable
to the employers.

Mangan - Persuasive.

Another thing that may have some
bearing upon the controversy is the
deeision of the Steamfitters’ union to

stay ‘'out of the United Association of
Plunibers. Every arrangement had been
made -by “the steamfitters to affiliate
with ~ the TUnited - association, even
to. the application for a charter
and the disposition of  the funds
of - the loeal, together - with the
preparation of a list of : members
to be sent to the general officers. Last

‘week John Mangan, a general officer
of the steamfitters, came before the
‘Minneapolis local in an endeavor to in-
duce it to remain. His talk is said to
have borne fruit when it was pointed
ont that the plumbers, in submitting
their new scale, had overlooked a tacit
agreement between the iwo organiza-
tions to allow the steamfitters to pass
upon the merits of the new wage scale,
- The action of the steamfitters will
have- a -tendency to-complicate the sit-
‘uation, and - it is not likely. they .will
be found fighting the battle of the
plumbers, -should the present contro-
versy develop into a strike. Besides,
as matters now.stand, the formation
of a pipe trades council seems more re-
mote than ever.

MORRISSEY PLEASED

Finds Machinists in Good Shape at
Head of Lakes.

Patrick Morrissey, twin eity business
agent for the Machinists’ union,. has
returned from a trip to the head of
the lakes. He held special meetings
at Proctorknott and Two Harbors, Minn.,
where scale matters were up for con-
gideration. . He visited umnions in Du-
Juth and Superior and at the latger
g{ace spoke -before the Trades. Assem-

ﬁHe- reports -the outlook in the ma-
chinists’ trade in the section visited
as-very. promising,.and says the locals
will -succeed in securing contracts in
all the towns where scales are in hand,
and that no trouble is likely to oeceur.
Wages and conditions applying to the
trade are - better than ever, and the
opening of navigation is expected to
bring an unprecedented boom in north-
‘ern iron trades.

-ON FIRMER BASIS

Meat Cutters to Strengthen Up Their
o Organization.

Arrangements are béing made by the.
local Meat Cutters’ union to more thor-
oly .organize the workmen of the eraft.
The initiation fee has been reduced
‘from $3 to $1, for a short time, and an
open meeting will be held at Alexan-
‘der’s hall on Wednésday evening, April
28, to which all meat eutters and buteh-
er workmen have been invited.
Interhational President Michael Don-
nelly of ‘Chicago has been asked to come
‘to Minneapolis,” and it is understood
will comply. He will assist. in the
work of pufting the union on a firmer
footing, and his visit here will be made
the occasion of a demonstration.
The annual picnie, on July 12, will be
held at Jordan.

SECOND ENTERTAINMENT

United Union Label Council Will Assist
Textile Workers.

Last Friday’s meeting of the United
Union Label council was well attended,
and the lending of aid to the textile
workers was considered favorably. A.
J. Schultz took his seat as representa-
tive of the Garment Workers’ union.

eil will be at Third Ward Republican
hall, Aldrich avenue N and Plymonth,
Weénesda‘y evening, April 12. The com-
mittee of arrangements is as follows:
G. Hall, C. Buchholz, Leslie Sinton,
L. Kaufman and A. H, Nauer. Charles
E, James, twin city business agent of
the Boot and Shoe Workers, and A_G.
Bainbridge have been secured to give
addresses ¢ :

-4

. . AGAINST BILLBOARDS'
Cigarmakers’ Union Not in- Favor of
That Method of Advertising.

-

. |in- Brainerd, Minn,,
‘| an adverse report
upon the pro
the billboard method.
bers of Cigarmak
died last Friday,

services were
ing parlors and the

union acting as p

Assembly and the

{ Faagls
Setas) Junt 115
will be pre_un&
position to advertise by

ern, one of the oldest mem-
ers’ union, No. 77)°
ed' 58 years. Funeral
at Gill’s undertak-
interment was at
the officers of the
bearers.

J. ¥, K

el

akewood cemetcrjﬂ,
a

INCREASE IN BENEFITS [

Retail Clerks Are Considering Two Im-

portant Changes.
Local No. 550 of the Retail Clerks’

association is considering a proposition

"for a sick benefit and change of funeral
benefit’ from $50 to $500, accordin
length of time of affiliation.

to
I oth
these propositions will come up for
further reading at -the meeting of

April 3.

Karl Poertner resigned as recording
secrctary and delegate to the Trades
1 _United Union Label
couneil. An election to fill the vacan-
cy will be held at the next regular
meeting. His withdrawal as a dele-
gate to the Label eouncil will neces-
sitate an election in that body also, as
he held the position of seeretary of that
organization, Mr. Poertner has for
many years been an enthusiastic union-
labor advocate and will be missed from
the ranks.

The question of continuing a joint
business agent for the twin cities will
also be decided at the next meeting.

Barbers Plan Picnic.

Next pummer will prove a record-
breaker for labor union pienics, Half
a dozen locals have already made ar-
rangements for the summer onting, and
at Monday night’s meeting the barbers
swung into line and appolnted a com-
mittee to complete arrangements for a
icnic on, Sunday, July 2, at Carver,
nn,

Would Go to Frisco.

The Pressmen’s nunion will elect a
delegate Monday evening to the annual
convention in San Francisco. Threoe
candidates are in the field, as follows:
A. M. Cheshire, J. L. Tripp and A. O.
Carleon. The contest will be lively, as
the contestants are popular with the
membership. The new econstitution,
whieh has been hanging fire for some
time, will be disposed of.

Changing the System.

Members of tlie International Associa-
tion of Machinists are voting upon a
proposition to change the system of
electing national officers and dele-
ates to the American Federation of
abor. Officers and delegates have
been elected by the biennial eonventions
but there is a desire among a large pro-
ortion of the genmeral membership to
ave them elected by a referendum
vote.

—
LABOR NOTES.
Carpenters’ union, No. 7, will vote upon the
Strasser agreement tomorrow -Light,
Bakers' union will bold another open meet-
ing to which all bakery workmen are invited
at Alexander's hall Saturday evenlng, April 1.
Painters’ apd Decorators’ union will held a
reception for A. G. Bainbridge. former busl-
ness minager, next Tuesday uight at Alexan-
der'a_ hall.
Three unions_have subscribed for stock
Co-pperative Garment Workera' Manufac
company in the past week, namely, the
makers, Upholsterers and the Blacksmitbs and
Helpers,

A. J. Holton, recording secretarr of the
Metal Polishers’ union, died Tuesday afrernoon
and was burled today. He was a leader in
his organization and his death means a distinet
loss to hig union.

Patternmakers are voting upon a proposition
to hold & conventlen next summer to maka
changes In the' comstitution and transact other
{mportant business. Pittsburg Is making a strong
bid for the gathering.

Rumors are again eurrent that the Amerlean
Labor Union 1s meklog an effort to get a foot-
hold here. This  time, it is said, that organ-
fzatlion Is at work among the machinists lo
gomeé of the contract shops.

Petween thirty and forty members of the
local Struectural Iron Workers' vnion left Thuors-
day for Omaha, Neb.,, to work upon a 1
slevator and tank contract In that elty, in the
bands of a local company. The work will last
about five months,

BENNER'S PROPHECIES

Samuel Benner, the farmer-prophet of
Dundas, Ohio, who has made some no-
table successes as a forecaster of busi-
ness conditions. has issued his prophe-
.ecles for 1905. He introduces his forecast
as follows:4

“I predict that prices of pig-iron will
advance -and be higher in 1905 than In
1904.

“1 predict that.prices for railroad stocks
and industrial securities will be higher in
1805 than 1904,

“I predict there will be a revival in
business, and that the volume of trade in
1905 will exceed that of 1904 many mil-
llons of dollars.

“I predict that there will be moderate
good times for the next four vears.”

In his elaboration cf the forecast he re-
fers to plg-iron as a barometer of irade
and says:

“The aggregate of crops for 1904 is sim-
ply enormous. Wheat, corn and oats com-
bined amounts to nearly four thousand
millions of bushels, and other grains and
minor products fill the granaries with an
abundance for every demand. The vol-
ume of money is sufflicient for all legin-
mate requirements. We msay look in any
direction and find business conditions
sound—east, west, north and south. The
south has prospered as never before by
its enormous profits on last year's cotton
crop.” )

LETTY'S GLOBE

When Letty had scarce passed her third glad

year,
And her young artless words began to flow,
One day we gave the child a colored sphere
Of the wide earth, that she might mark and
know,

Br tint and outline, all its sea and land

She patted all the world; old emplres peeped

Between her baby fingers; her soft hand

Was welcome at all frontiers.. How she leaped

And lsugbed- and prattled In ber world-wide
bliss;

But when we turned her sweet, unlearned eye

On our own isle, she raised a - joyous ery—

+*Qh, yes, 1 see it, Letty's home Is there.””

And while she hid all England with a kiss,

Bright over Europe fell her golden hair.

—Charles Tennyson Turner.

LONELY LOUIE

(This song belongs to the *“‘Abused-Bahy™
class,” Prices the same as those quoted for the
“Home-and-Mother'” variety.)

o { &

In a proud and lofty mansion, in the swell part
of Salt Lake,

Dwelt a haughty magoate known as Brigham
Brown;

He told hig wealth by milllons, and Instead
of bread ate cake,

In fact, he was the biggest bug in town.

But Brigham had a baby—ILittle Louie, ¢ years
old,

Who seemed to grow more elckly day br davg

And when asked why thi€ was thusly, down his
cheek a “eardrop rolled. ’

. And in lspr ¢ tones thess words he then aid
sy ‘ ~

> i g . {Chorus.)
T A6n’t blame ‘papa and mamma—they've done
the best they can—
I try to bear my sorrow
little man; ;
I've thirty-eight brothers tb play with, and
seventeen slsters, too—
But pa's never thought
urchase o goat
Tittle” Lonely Lou."™

and set like a brave

-
s
e |

1

. To,
For his poor
. I
The years rolled “om, bt Toule gtew thinner,
week by week. .. - i
And Brigham never noticed It at all.
In fact, 1t's very doubtful H he kpew he bad
a §on
Named Loule, for hiz family wasn't small.
But one day in the churchyard he came upom

a. grave
w’"}', .-‘;;“mm Brown, aged 4. carved at the

L]
Amd he. found,>upon inquiring, that- the. boy’d
‘been dead tHree years— A
_Then he wished he'd heard poor Louie- when

=y =
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" You might just spare a few :
te the. bils. )

" ./The. executive board of the Minne.|
: league -d . Tues-
its next convention

repeat.) : ;
—Cleveland Leader. |
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