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SUBWAY TRAIN N
UNDERGROUND FIRE

Explosion Far Below Street in
New York Imperils Lives
of Trainmen,

FIREMEN BAFFLED IN
ATTEMPTS AT RESCUE

Dynamite Cartridges Exploded by
the Impact of a Col-
lision.

New York, March 29,—There was a
heavy explosion in the subway tunuel
at One Hundred and Sixty-eighth street
and Broadway today, where the tun-
nel is 120 feet below the surface of the
streets, Fire apparatus and extra po-
lice were summoned, .

The explosion took place at a point
beyond that to whieh the trains are
run at present and near the American
League baseball park. . )

An uptown subway train, which had
bheen emptied of passengers at One and
Hundred and Fifty-seventh street, was
run to One Hundred and Sixty-eighth
street to be switched across to the
downtown tracks, got bevond the con-
trol o fthe motorman and ran ito a pile
of eonstruetion material in the One
Hundred and Sixty-eighth street sta-
tion. The ears jumped the tracks and
caught  fire,

It was reported that some loose pow-
der which was to be used in digging
the tunnel was ignited and exploded.
Tor some time it was not known wheth-
er or not the train erew had escaped.

An attempt was made to operate am
elavator ruuning thru a shaft from the
tunnel to the street, but it conld not
be moved, Some of the employees in
the tunnel ran thru_the tube to the
One Hundred and FEighty-first street
station and reached the surface at that
point.

The firemen passed the hose down
into the tunnel and fought the blaze of
the burning cars.

It was reported that the conduetor
and guards of the train, and twenty-five
lnborers employed in the tunnel, had
escaped by the shaft at One Hundred
and Eighty-First street station.

The firemen made desperate efforts
to get out the burning ears, but failed
as the tunnel was filled with smoke an
the firemen were driven back each time
they essayed to reach the scene.

The only way they had to reach the
fire was to lowetr hose thru the shaft
and pour water indiscriminate]ly into
the tunnel below in the hope of flooding
the fire.

It was ascertained that the train had
run agaivst a heav;i' bulkhead of pinu
which had been built across the tunnel
and that the wood wag set on fire after
the collision. There were two explo-
gions and both were later said to have
been of dynamite cartridges used in
blasting. One occurred soon after the
collision, the other muech later.

WU TING FANG IS
IN PERIL AT HOME

Former Chinese Envoy May Be
Compelled by Law to Commit
Suicide for Reforms.

New York Bun Special Bervice,

Washington, March 29.—Wu Ting
Fang, the former Chinese ambassador,
whose humor won popularity for him
in America, has fallen upon evil times
in his native land. He is charged with
having deceived the empress dowager
as to the real condition of the Hankow-
Canton railroad, whose affairs he ad-
ministers, and even with having en-
riched himself out of the revenues of
the road. .

His aceuser is Huang Chang Nien,
a censor whose duties are to keep a
gharp wateh on all officials, and infor-
mation reached Washington today that
Huang Chang Nien has filed a long
memorial with the empress dowager,
which has been referred to-Wu for an
answer. Should the charges be sus-
tained, he may be disgraced or receive
an order to swallow gold leaf, and that
would mean death.

From what is known of the affair
here, it is believed the charges against
Wu are the direct result of his efforts
to introduce western progress into the
empire. The censors, for the most part,
gre trying to hold China back, and they
resent activity by reformers,

BOYS IN WHOLESALE
ROBBERY FOR GANDY

Chicago, March 29.—Ten boys of
Harvey, a suburban town, have con-
fessed to the robbery of eighteen stores,
three churches, two schoolhouses and a
railway station. The plunder consisted
of eandy, gum and pennies, and it was
too free a distribution of the candy
at school that at last enabled the po-
lice .- to eapture the band, who had led
them a merry chase for months.

‘“We started it just for fun,’’ sobbed

ne of the culprits, ‘“but when we got

in we could not stop. We just had to
go right on stealing because there was
always some boy that did mnot have
what he wanted.’’

The boys, whose ages range from 12
to 15 years, are all of respectable fam-
i Their hearty repentance, added
to the pleadings of their parents, in-
duced Judge Mack to release the pris-
oners on probation.

FORTY SKELETONS
FOUND IN A GAVE

Vietoria, B. C., March 29.—News was
received by the steamer Queen City
from Vancouver island coast of the dis-
covery by prospectors of a eave on the
geashore between Quatsino sound and
San Joseph bay, at the north end of
Vancouver island, in which forty skele-
tons were found.

The prospectors found most of the
skeletons intact. It is possible that the

aye was a burial place of an Indian
trﬁ:e, once numerous in that district,

PARTY ISSUE IS
RAISED IN SENATE

Republican Caucus Agrees to Pass
Horton Bill Over Veto of
Governor,

-
%

Before | Introduced my new capi- |
tol bill | submitted It to .Governor |
| John A. Johnson. He reviewed the |
| measure and gave hls approval of It. |
| 1 then_introduced It. In view of this
| fact | consider Governor Johnson's
| action In vetoing the measure very
|.Inconsistent.
~—Senator Hiler H. Horton.

1
I

| Senator Horton came te my office
| and showed me the bill he after-
wards introduced in the senate. |
told him | cared little who appointed
the subordinate help in the capitol.
But | was not ready to say | was in
sympathy with the bill. | suggested a
conference between the auditor, gov-
ernor, authcr of the blil, chalrman of
finance in the senate and chalrman
of appropriations In the house. He
told me he would Introduce the blll,
but have the proposed conference be-
fore any action was taken. That con-
ference was never held, so far as |
know. | never told Senator Horton,
or any one else, the capitol commis-
sion were the proper custodlans. The
bill as | recelved It from the legisla-
ture was not the original Horton bill,
but simply provided that the capitol
commission be in charge of the new
capitol during my term. : The views
| expressed In my veto message were
not Inconsistent with what | have
said to Senator Horton, or to any one
| else.

| —Governor John A. Johnson.
&

D
~
——

Forty-six republican state senators
out of fifty-two met in caucus in the
senate chamber this afternoon on the
Horton capitol Lill.  After deliberat-
ing nearly an hour, they decided to pass
the bill over the veto of Governor
Johnson,

Senator Johnson of St. Peter asked to
be excused from voting and Senator
Naeseth did not vote. The rest
a%reec} to the proposition; but not un-
til after some plain talk. Senator
Jepson said he considered the ques-
tion a small one to make a party mat-
ter. He also took occasion to say that
he disapproved of the way the bill was
put thru the senate in the first place.
The caucus call was signed by one
senator from each congressional dis-
trict, and the meeting was held after
the noon adjournment. It was strictly
execntive, Senator Brower presiding.
Forty-two votes are needed to pass
the bill over the veto, The caugus as-
surgs this vote. _ B /R TR R |
is understood that a sfmilar ean- |
eus of republican house members will
be attempted.

It was proposed to take up the
eus, but this was onposed as not a
proper subjeet for caucus action,

BILLBOARDS AT
CAPITAL CLOTHED

White Paper Protects the Nether
Limbs and Shapely Shoulders
of Ballet and Corset Ads.

By W. W. Jermane.

Washington, Mareh 29.—For a long
time Washington has been the greatest
prude among American eities, and this
prudery has been best illustrated in its
official attitude toward theatrieal bill-
boards. There are several low-toned
vandeville theaters here, and every bit
of paper which they put_ up for hill-
board purposes is inspected by the ecity
authorities with a careful eye. Ballet
dancers, with abbreviated skirts, for
instance, are tabooed, and when the bi
posters suggest anvthing of this kind,
directions are given that all that part
of the female figure below the waist
line is to be covered over with large
sheets of white paper. g

Recently, this prudery tookthe form of
forbidding the posting of an advertise-
ment ecalling attention to a well-known
make of American corset. The figure
was that of a female, rear view. She
was _completely clothed, except for the
outside dress. Her long skirts swept
the ground with a train, and folks be-
gan to wonder why the distriet commis-
sioners had forbidden the figure to be
posted. There was no suggestlon.of
nether limbs, nor was there anything
about the figure that was unlike corset
advertisements as one is accustomed to
geeing them in the mnewspapers and
magazines and in the department stores.
TFinally, some knowmﬁ person called at-
tention to the fact that the retreating
lady of the advertisement showed a
small portion of her shoulders and the
middle of her back, and the lower half
of her arms, and {resumably it is on
that account that she was placed on the
unfair list. The figure, by the way,

ossessed a good deal of artistic merit.
ft was drawn by a French poster artist
of well-known ability,

Richmond, Va., is three hours distant
from Washington by rail, and it ap-
pears the city fathers there have de-
cided to ‘‘see the Washington ecity
fathers and go them one better.”’ They
ordered the drygoods and notion stores
of Richmond to discontinue the exhibi-
tion in the show windows of ladies’
stockings, stretched over forms show-
ing the sim.pe of the nether limb to the
knee. The storekeepers set up a howl,
but ultimately they were compelled to
yield, for the eity threatened to set the

olice on them. 'F’ollowmg this start,
Ehe Richmond officials ordered that a
well-known_ advertisement of a certain
brand of Virginia cigarets be removed
from the public gaze. This advertise-
ment showed a comely shaped young
woman hanging by her knees from a
trapeze bar. 3

So, while Washington has for a long
time been the chief prude among Amer-
ican cities, there is danger that she is
to lose this distinction in favor of the
capital of the old confederacy.

COLONEL JACOB L. GREENE DEAD.

Hartford, Conn., March 29.—Colonel
Jacob L. Greene, president of the Con-
necticut Mutual Life Insurance company,
died today of apoplexy at his residence
here. He was born in 1837. During the
clvil war he served wih the Seventh

Michigan regiment "
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HE'LL HAVE TO HURRY.

M. Deleasse will have to get busy very soon or he’ll have to officiate as undertaker instead’é
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OF WHEAT FIELDS

west Farmers Must Reform
or Lose Heavily.

FORESEES, FAILURE- |

8

By W. W. Jermane.

Washinﬁlton. Mareh 29.—¢‘Qur  great
wheat fields along the northern border
are refusing to grow wheat,”’ said
James Wilson, secretary of agriculture,
‘today, ‘‘and unless the American farm-
ers change their methods of growing
this product, there will be a large in-
crease in the price of breadstuffs. The
evil day cannot long be postponed, not-
withstanding the farmers of the north-
west believe they had solved the prob-
lem by permitting the lands to lie fal-
low for one year and growing a ecrop
of wheat every other year.

‘At present the average production
of wheat to the acre is eight bushels,
while in Europe the farmers grow
thirty. Last year the American wheat
erop was sickly, and this indicates that
the land refuses to grow wheat any
longer on a profitable basis. In order
to save the wheat fields of the United
States, we have sent experts to the
northern part of Norway and Sweden
to find legumes which will grow in cold
climates.

‘“If the wheat farmers of the great
northwest expeet to grow wheat at a
profit, they must rotate their ecrops.
At present we have mno leguminous
plants which will grow in the north-
west that can be rotated with wheat.
With a continued decrease in the yield
in the northwest, the farmers of Iowa,
Illinois, Kansas and Nebraska will begin
growing wheat again; but they will
not do 8o until they can get at least $1a
bushel for it.’’

LAND OFFICE T0
BE INVESTIGATED

Hitchcock Will See About Theft
of Papers and Ask About
Favoritism,

New York Bun Special Bervice,

Washington, March 29.—Secretary
Hitcheoek is going to do a little mild
shaking up of dry bones in the general
land office. He will have an investiga-
tion on a small scale. It does not

romise to go far or develop much in-
erest. :

Mr. Hitcheoek’s inquiry will be to
determine if any papers and records
have been stolen or destroyed. The
allegation has been made that Repre-
sentative *Hermann of Oregon, while
serwn%' ag commissioner of the gemeral
land office, destroyed a number of docu-
ments belonging to the government. Tt
is proposed to compare the records with
conditions indicated by reeent ex-
aminations made by special agents in
a number of western states. ;

Another feature of the investigation
will be as to favoritism in makin
motions among the land office clerks.
It is asserted that voundg men have bagu
pushed ahead to the detriment of the
older in the service and more deservin
of promotion. A report has been ealleg
for by Mr. Hitehcock showing the effi-
ciency of each employee in the land
office. These figures will be compared
with the work of those promoted.

Winnipeg, Man.,, March 29.—Prince
Bros.’ large general store at Battleford

burned yesterday. The loss is about

| $80,000, partly insured.

Defecti

pro- b

CLEFER WIT

Displays Marked Capability for
Avoiding Direct Answers

o

in Land Suit.
‘Washington, March 29.—The testi-
mony of Mrs. Florence Maybrick in the

case of her nmother, Baroness von
Roques, against David W. Armstron
and others, involving valuable tracts o
land in Vlll'ﬂlnlﬂ.,' est Virginia and
Kentucky, was finished today.

Mrs, Mayhrick‘d_isplayed marked ca-
gabxhty for avoiding direct answers.

he declared, as to signing certain
paFers brought to her in prison by Con-
sul Potter, that she was so imperfectly
informed as to the communiecations that
passed between Mr, Maybrick and her
mother that ‘she signed without clear
knnwlec‘iige.

The defendant Erqduced letters pur-
porting to have been written by her
mother, Mr. Potter and others, before
and during her imprisonment, “but she
declared her inability to identify hand-
writing of sixteen years.ago.

‘“The impression of my mother’s
handwriting prior to my release,’’ she
said, ‘‘is too dim for me to idenmtify
definitely any letter,’?

She would not state even to the best
of her knowledge and belief that the
letter was by her mother, saying that
a statement of that kind would be too
definite,

Council for the plaintiff objected to
a question whether Mrs. Maybrick had
received a pardon from the British gov-
ernment, but she nevertheless cautious-
ly replied that she had paﬁers in her
possession given her by the British gov-
ernment. Asked if _she was willing to
produce them, Mrs. Maybrick responded
that they were not permitted to be pro-
duced except at the request of the
American government. - S

Mrs. Maybriek detailed the ecircum-
stances under which she acquired an in-
terest in the property in dispute, say-
ing that at her marriage her mother
deeded to her ‘one-third of her porpety
in Kentucky, Virginia and West Virginia,
and later assigned the same in writing.
The deed.and assignment, said Mrs.
Magbrick, had been confirmed repeated-
ly by her mother up to the present day,
by word of mouth.

“‘That,’’ she said, ‘‘is the agree-
ment that now exists between us,’’ and
she smilingly left the stand.

DECOY COUPLE FOOLS
FATHER OF ELOPING GIRL

Bpecial to The Journal. v

Norfolk, Neb., March 29.—A clever
ruse in which a decoy couple fled across
the Missouri river, ‘while the really
eloping ones were retreating and being
married, fooled the father of Miss Fan-
nie Ricl;ardson, aged 15, who was close
on the trail of his daughter and his
Bros ective, but unwelcome son-in-law,

oe Skibinsky, at the edge of the Rose-
bud reseryation.

Skibinsky, who is 20, had been a
schoolteacher in the distriect where his
ride went to school. Tove grew out
of arithmetic and spelling, and the
elopement followed. y

ichardson, after pursuing the wron,
coupld across the river, returned almos
frantie,

FLURRY IN COAL STOCK.

Pittsburg, March 29.—There was an-
other flurry in the preferred stock of the
Pittsburg Coal company today. Prices
broke fromy 6914 at the opening to 64, but,
with gdod buying, the market quickly ral-

lied. At 1 o'clock 633% was %™
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[URDERS WOMAN

Rapids, Wis., Slayer in
the Woods.

Bpecial to The Journal.

inquest over the dead body of Ida Fink-
elstein, conducted by Justice Burton L.
Brown yesterday afternoon, brought out
facts which make her murder by
Abriham IKapseyke, one of the cruelest
in the eriminal annals of Wood county.
The jury after listening to the evidence,
returned a verdict that the woman came
to her death by a bullet fired from a
gun in the hands of Abriham Kapseyke.

The principal witness
Finkelstein, a son of the

whole affair.

and seated himself on a box., When
Mrs. Finkelstein came out of the house
with a pail in her hands to milk the

arm and then drew his revolver and be-
gan firing at her. *

The first three bullets went astray,
but the fourth one entered her body
just above the ear severing the arteries,
causing immediate death. The boy
picked up a club, but the murderer
turned about 'and pointed his gun at
him, compelling him to drop his eclub.
About this time the husband of the
murdered woman came out and he also
was turned back by the gun being
pointed at him with a threat that he
would be killed if he dared ap‘{)roagh.
Then Kapseyke ran to the woods with
a mob after him. - W

The case has been adjourned until
April 7. Many ugly threats are heard
against the eriminal, but Sheriff Little
and his assistants are using every pre-
caution to avoid violence. Kapseyke
paces his cell like a wild animal.

PEASANTS STARYE
IN SOOTH SPAIN

Mob Tries to Storm Granaries,
and Failing, Burns the
Storehouses.

Mgddrid, March 29.—Thonsands of
persons are reported to be starving in
Andalusia. A mob of hungry peas-
ants triedto storm the army granaries
at Lebrija, twenty-nine miles southwest
of Seville. Failing to capture these
sﬁtrorehouaes the peasants set them on

e.

Hundreds of cattle are dying for lack
of pasture. Two thousand inhabitants
of a village near Seville have gone to
the roadsides to beg. This also is the
frequent resource in other places in the
famine-stricken districts.

A socialist

dentall
enant and several members
row. escape from being

who fired two shots
but without hittine
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Mob Chases and Surrounds Grand.

Grand Rapids, Wis., Mareh 29.—An

OIL-SOAKED GIFT
T0 BE RETAINED

Rockefeller’s Hundred Thousand,
Already Half-Expended, Will
Not Be Spurned,

Boston, March 29.—The
000 from John D. Rocke
American board of forei i
the Congregational church will be re-
tained. In fact, nearly one-half the
money has already been used.

The retention of the money was made
certain when the prudential committee
voted to accept the report of a subcom-
mittee to which had been referred the
United Protests of twenty-seven Con-
gregational clergymen of ‘RBoston and
vielnity to the acceptance on the ground
that Standard Oil money is tainted.
The subcommittee, composed of Presi-
dent Samuel B. Capen of the American
board, Rev. John H. Dennison, and
Professor Edward C. Moore of Harvard,
reported unanimously that the protest
be dismissed, The acceptance of this
report by the prudential committee was
nearly unanimous.

Report Accepted,

The American hoard of commisgion-
ers for foreign missions announced to-
day that its prudential committee had
accepted a report of the subcommit-
tee, recommending the acceptance of
the Rockefeller xﬁt; but that final ac-

Erift of $100,
eller to the
missions of

The report of the subecommittee, in
the language of a statement issued by
the board today, ‘‘was received and
accepted as expressing the unanimous
ju%gmcnt of the prudential committee
and .the executive officers,’’ and was to
the effect that the committee could not
accede to the protest of those who ob-
jected to the accgptance of the gift.

The report also stated that the gift
was offered by Mr. Rockefeller and
unanimously aceepted by the pruden-
tial committee on Feb. 14 last. It says
that in accepting the gift the commit-
tee followed the universal custom of
the church in the past ‘‘in receiving
upon its altars the El:fts of all who were
moved to lay them thereon.’’

No Character Study.

The report holds that the acceptance
involves no expression of opinion on the
part of the committee as to the charae-
ter of the gii‘vers’and to intercept a gift
made to others in order to express an
opinion seems unwarrantable.

The reason for deferring final action
is given as follows:

“‘Inasmuch as the protestants have
requested delay, the committee will hold
final aection in abeyance for two
weeks,”’

1 Summing up. the: arguments of the
different protestants, the report says
they practically declare that the donor’
ot 2 A
|8

this ‘gift is believed. to_be identi~
evil in this country, and that ‘therefore

in-a.conspieuous way. with a g

conspicuous way, thus striking a blow
at the evil. ;
‘‘We feel,”’ says the report on this
‘point, ‘‘that the protestants have other
ways of making their views known,
and that the blow should not be struck
at the expense of the people in the
non-Christian world.”’ »

FEDERAL JURY T0

tion had been postponed for two weeks. |"

the board should refuse the gift in al|

PROBE OIL TRUST

Investigation in Kansas’ Capital
Within Two Weeks—After

Railroads, Too.

was George
e murdered
woman, who was an eye witness to the
He said that the murder-
er went to his room and unlocked his
trunk and took from the bottom an
article and placed it in his hip pocket,
and then took another article, which
rattled as tho it. was a box of car-
tridges, and placed that in his pocket
and then went to the rear of the house

cows, he struck her down with his left

demonstration at the
funeral of a workman who was acci-
killed led to serious disorders
esterday, in the course of which a lieu-
of the
municipal guard were wounded. Col-
onel Ellias, chief of police, had a nar-
killed by a man
m’c blank at him,

New York Bun Bpecial SBervice. 3

Kansas City, March 29.—The Stand-
ard Oil company is to undergo a grand-
jury investigation by the federal goy-
ernment. e inquiry is to be held in
Topeka, according to a government of-
ficial here, within two weeks. Inciden-
tally, the railroads are to be dragged in.

A grand jury was drawn at the Kan-
sas capital yesterday, ostensibly to look
after the regular eriminal business, but
its chief task is to investigate Stand-
ard Oil methods. Great secrecy is main-
tained in regard to the matter. The
names of the jurors will not be given
out.

The department of commerce has had
secret-service men in the oil country
gathering information. One question
to be investigated is why the Standard
dropped the price of crude oil almost
50 per cent without dropping the price
of refined oil. Another i1s why the rail-
roads raised freight rates on ecrude oil
as soon_as the trust opemed its pipe
line to Kansas City. The government
ex?ects to show a conspiracy in these
acts,

MIGHIGAN AFTER
THE SALT TRUST

State Senate Will Look Into the
Combine’s Method —Junket
. Provided For.

Bpecial to The Journal,

Lansing, Mich.,, March 20.—The sen-
ate has adopted a resolution to investi-
gate the transactions of the salt trust
and for this purpose & committee will
be sent to Chicago in a few days to pro-
cure evidence. It has recently dis-
covered that salt was being shipped in
bulk from Manistee to Chicago, bar-
reled after leaving the state and
labeled ‘‘Saginaw salt,”’ which sells at
a higher price on the market than salt
from western Michigan. This salt bar-
reled in Chicago is said to bear the
mark of the Michigan inspector, whose
investigations have resulted in legisla-
tive action. Senators Peek, Baird and
Kane were appointed a committee to
conduet the investigation.

BOYS FLED DIET OF
BREAKFAST FOODS

Bpecial to The Journal.

Omaha, Neb., March 29.—Harry Wil-
liams and Harold Delph, who two weeks
ago left their aunt’s home at_ Battle

reek, Mich., because they objected to
cereal foods, are confined in the city
iail here.

ERMS HE CANT ACCEPT
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REPORT SAYS JAPAN
WILL PROVE SEVERE

Way Is Now Open for Japan to.
Make Known Her De-
mands.

that Japan has received an

warning from a neutral power to be-
ware of all offers of mediation from
any government and to insist upon di-
rect negotiations with Bt. Petersburg.

cinted Press is in a position to an-
nounce that a step in the direction of
ace actually has been taken.
as indirectly made known to Japan the
negative conditions upon which peace
may be eoneluded, namely, no cession of -
territory and no indemmity, leaving
Japan to determine whether neg
tions can be begun upon that basis.
No reply from Japan has yet reached
th eRussian government.

Channel of Communication Hidden.

The above represents practically
the facts obtainable.
nel or channels Russia has indirect
communicated with Japan.the Associ-
ated Press is not in a position to state |
definitely, altho there is reason to be-
lieve that it is thru the United States.

and possibly Great Britain, as the two
allies of the belligeredts, and - the

Japan, have been apprised of Russia’s.
position as to conditions to which she
could not agree.

Russia Avoids Suing for Peace.

Russia_thus avoids the attitude of
suing for peace or actually submittin
groposals. and, besides, place the United

tates and Great Britain and the pow-
ers ﬁenera.ll} in a position where they
could offer Japan advice as to the rea-
sonableness of the proposed basis.
_Having been apprised of Russia’s po-
sition, Japan has two alternatives,
either to decline absolutely to open ne-
ﬁotmt:ons on such a basis, or indicate

er own attitude, b

If the negotiations are opened Russia

Erobably willl be prepared to make

« === Racsia on Her Guard.
8t. :l"ateul'shi:lsl'gcf 3 ] 3
attitude was described today by- &
prominent diplomat as follows: :

‘‘The government is now for peace,
but continues to prepare for war.’’

The whole situation with reference
to the prosecution of ‘the war is being
carefully considered from every view-

oint by a commission sitting under

he presidency of Grand Duke §ichola_.n'
Nicholaievitch, inspector general of
cavalry, and consisting of Minister
of War Sakaroff, Vice Admiral Avel-
lan, head of the_ Russian - admi-
radty _department; Minister of Fi-
nance Kokovsoff, Minister of Railroads
Hilkoff, Foreign Minister Lamsdorft

Generals Grodekoff and Kamaroff an

several others. Every phase of the sit-
uation, military, naval, financial, trans-
ortation, Siberian and diplomatie, is
Eemg covered. g

The commission’s report, which is,
exrected to be completed in ten days,
will be prepared by Grand Duke Nicho-
las Nicholaievitch and Generals Grode-
koff and Kamaroff for submission to the
emperor. .

Russia has, however, outlined the
conditions under which she is prepared
to negotiate for peace. It is stated
with every semblance of authority that
thanks to the good offices of the Uni
States and France, the question of
peace has assumed practical shape. -

PARIS I8 OPTIMISTIC

But Reports that Japan May Force
Harsh Terms on Russia.

Paris, March 29.—The official view .
relative to peace is now strongly optim-
istic. = Peace is regarded as not far
distant. This view 1s not due to exaect
information, but to a settled convietion
that peace is the only logical outcome
of Russia’s present predicament, How-
ever, the foreign office refuses to cred-
it the various reports that France is
taking a hand in the negotiations or
preliminaries and specifically denies the
report from a northern capital that Rus-
sia has asked Foreign Minister Del-
cagse to act as intermediary.

‘‘Grand-Stand Play’’ Predicted..

Another repotr prominently displayed
in the Echo de Paris, today, says the
United States is about to make a *‘coup
de theater in initiating peace.’’ ,

This likewise is not credited in high -

uarters, as letters just received from
mbassador Me¢Cormick say Russia has

1

not made any advances thru him.
over, Mr, McCormick’s departure
diplomatic quarters here as in

that there 18 no imminence that
United States will play a decisive

that Japanese official opinion is
mistie. - e

*This indicates that the preli r
else that Japan does not inteng to i
terrupt her successful campalﬂ:.

It is even intimated in high quar-
St. Petersburg decides to ask
peace, as it will remain for Tokio to
accept or reject it. :
gituation has shifted from St. Peters-
burg' to Tokio, which now holds ¢
key to the peace question.

Altho official information is la
it is asserted in well-informed
ters that Japan has permitted
be severely rigoreus and will
responsive to the recent sentir -

i ty.’ In g
nity figure 30 ,000, :
this stupendous sum has
staggering to Russian divlon

St. i’etemburg tonight is re,
On the contrary the general view
have not made appreciable pro
ters that it makes no difference when
Therefore it is maintained the p
Japan May Be Severe.
to learn that the peace conditiol
S
3 is $800,000
it is the chief m why

4k
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Also Says There Must Be No De- i

Washingtonh March 20.—It is stated
A :

8t. Petersburg, March 20—The Asso- |

It ig practically certdin that France "

United States as the country acting for.

=i
March 29.—Russia’s, =

RUSSIA REFUSES |
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Russia -

Thru what ¢k ¥

:
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0

broad concessions on collateral issues as
stated by the Associated Press. o
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